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1.   Public Safety/Law Enforcement 

Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  
Courts.  Prison facilities.   

 
2.  Education 

Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University 
enrollment and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing 
education for adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy: 

Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the 
Great Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  

4.  Health and Medicine: 
Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability 
and access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-
saving techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections: 

Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  
Public participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security: 

Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  
Border security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 

 
7.   Labor/Workforce: 

Union negotiations. Corporate and labor relations. Worker training. Layoffs.  Worker 
preparation.  Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.  Retirees. 

 
8.  Race Relations: 

Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 
segregation.   
 

9.  Regional Revitalization:   
Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 
facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10.   Transportation/Logistics:  

Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 
technologies for cars. 
 
 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WXYT-FM HD2 

WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 
 

Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturday at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm.  Each report runs one 
minute.  Ron Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.    
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm, 6:53pm, Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all things 
health including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a healthy 
lifestyle.   
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm, 8:52pm and Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am 4:53pm. One 
minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy while 
trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has. 
 
What’s Hot Around Town 
Airs Thursday and Friday 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturday at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm, 3:23pm,  Each report runs one minute.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Detroit Skills 
Airs Mondays at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm.  WWJ’s Tom Jordan talks about different skills 
and jobs that are in the Metro Detroit area.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:43am, 6:53am and 11:53am. Each report runs one minute.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm and 6:53pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. Each report runs one 
minute.  Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business 
climate, and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
 

 
 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
10/2/19   
8:33am 
Dan Jenkins 
Debate Over the Use of Facial Recognition Technology 
Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib and Detroit Police Chief James Craig continue to go back and 
forth on the issue of facial recognition technology to catch criminals.  Tlaib took a tour of the 
DPD Real Time Crime Center -- where she suggested only black people work as analysts 
because she says -quote-"non-African Americans think African Americans all look the same." 
Craig says he and several workers found the comment insulting, saying it's about the person's 
training, not their race. 
 
10/2/19     
1:35pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Hearings Begin on Criminal Expungement Laws 
A State House committee hearing testimony today on new criminal expungement laws.  Wayne 
County Undersheriff Dan Pfannes who is also with the Michigan Sheriff's Association doesn't 
oppose the concept, but says the laws have to be reasonable.  Among the package of bills is 
legislation that would allow certain convictions to be automatically set aside after ten-years 
under certain circumstances and create an expungement process for certain marijuana related 
offenses. 
 
10/2/19 
Various 
Tim Skubick 
Governor To Hold Budget Talks with Legislative Leaders, Cuts to Police, Schools 
Possible 
It's unclear if it will take place, but Governor Gretchen Whitmer is inviting legislative leaders to 
meet with her on Thursday to discuss her latest budget moves.  The Governor had the State 
Administrative Board shift 625-million dollars in spending after she separately vetoed nearly 
one-billion dollars in funding proposed by the Republican-led Legislature.   Among the vetoes 
was 37.5 million to fund the Pure Michigan tourism campaign and 35 million for charter schools. 
 
10/11/19 
5:04pm 
Jon Hewett 
Oakland County Authorities Search for Peeping Tom 
After a series of reports of a man peeking into windows -- including one incident of a suspect 
entering a woman's home -- the Oakland County Sheriff's Department is putting word out of a 
suspected serial "Peeping Tom" at large.  Investigators say the suspect has been seen on 
security footage at least six times since March... often spotted looking into windows and sliding 
doors of homes, and then running away from others. 
 



10/13/19  
6:13am 
Dan Jenkins 
Cybersecurity Awareness Month 
A reminder to lock down your online presence -- October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month.  
Experts say it's important not just to take precautions with your personal online accounts, but 
also your professional accounts. Brad Atkin is practice leader at the I-T advisory group Doeren 
Mayhew. He says it's not just giant companies that get hacked. Atkin says hackers are now 
trying to use artificial intelligence to stay a step ahead of businesses. 
 
10/26/19   
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
Drug Take Back Day 
It's a chance to clean out your medicine cabinets and to help combat the opioid crisis.  Michigan 
State Police are asking residents to turn in expired and unwanted PILLS to one of 30 MSP posts 
TODAY... for National Prescription Drug Take Back Day.   All pills will be disposed of-- no 
questions asked. Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard says anyone who enters your house-- 
can access your medicine cabinet. 
 
10/26/19  
6:06am 
Michael Cohen 
Police Warn of Car Burglaries 
Royal Oak Police investigating after several car burglaries reported at L.A. Fitness.  The 
incidents taking place  between October 17th and October 23rd.  Windows were smashed in 
during three car burglaries that happened outside the gym on Woodward Avenue.  Police said 
they believe the thefts are connected and are seeking any available surveillance video. 
 
11/1/19 
2:03pm 
Michael Cohen 
Guilty Verdict for Man Who Hit Deputy 
A Macomb County man accused of running over an Oakland County Sheriff's deputy has been 
found guilty of first degree murder.  Prosecutors say Christopher Berak hit deputy Eric Overall 
during a police chase on purpose on Thanksgiving Day 2017... after Overall put out stop sticks 
on M-15.  Oakland County Sheriff, Michael Bouchard, says the department is happy about the 
verdict... but the hole left by Overall's death is forever. 
 
11/19/19 
Various 
Rob St. Mary 
Oakland County Sheriff Will Not Run for Executive Office 
The Oakland County Sheriff is throwing cold water on a possible county executive run. In a 
statement, Michael Bouchard says he's focused on doing his job and will not run for executive. 
Bouchard was appointed to his position in 19-99 and has won every election since.  Currently, 
former Ferndale Mayor Dave Coulter - who was appointed following the death of L. Brooks 
Patterson to fill out the term - has announced his plans to seek election to the post next year. 
 



11/20/19 
10:04am 
Charlie Langton 
Young Man Arrested After Shooting Girlfriend 
Tragedy in Warren overnight, as an 18-year-old man is accused of fatally shooting his girlfriend 
on her birthday.  The man was stopped in Eastpointe and arrested after the woman was found 
in his van. Charges are pending. 
 
12/13/19 
5:20pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Blue Water Bridge Drugs 
A major drug bust at the Canadian border. 50 bricks of cocaine were found by authorities inside 
a semi-truck trying to cross the Blue Water Bridge last week. Inspections officers found about 
110 pounds of cocaine in the cab. The 55-year old Quebec man is expected to face a judge in 
Sarnia, Ontario on Monday on drug charges. 
 
12/15/19 
4:40am 
Dan Jenkins 
State Police Officers Graduate from Academy 
A new group of officers are joining the ranks of the Michigan State Police. 20 new Michigan 
State Police motor carrier officers will begin work this week, following the graduation of the 24th 
Motor Carrier Officer Recruit School on Friday in East Lansing. MSP says those armed, 
uniformed officers will specialize in commercial vehicle enforcement. For the past 20 weeks, the 
recruits received training in firearms, water safety, defensive tactics, patrol techniques, ethics, 
and precision driving. 
 
12/19/19 
9:13am 
Scott Ryan 
Police Plan More Patrols for Southfield Road 
Expect more police along Southfield Road in the coming months. A three-month pilot project is 
underway along Southfield Road between 9 Mile and 14 Mile roads thru Southfield, Lathrup 
Village, and Beverly Hills. That five-mile section of road handles an average of 40-thousand 
vehicles a day, and police say that incidents happen more often between the months of October 
and March. The goal of the program is to reduce crashes and improve safety. 
 
12/31/19 
1:34pm 
Roberta Jasina 
Police Warn of Big Night for Drunk Driving 
Be extra careful if you're out on the roads tonight.  Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard says 
New Year's Eve is one of the biggest nights of the year for drinking and doping and driving. 
AND he says, the penalties are big if you're caught. 
 



EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
10/2/19    
8:12am 
Mike Campbell 
Student Count Day in Michigan Schools. 
School districts across Michigan are really hoping to make today count. It's the first of two 
"Count Days" during the school year.  Funding for districts is set as a result of the student count 
and enrollment.  Some schools lure kids to school with freebies such as pizza.   
 
10/2/19 
Various 
Tim Skubick 
Governor To Hold Budget Talks with Legislative Leaders, Cuts to Police, Schools 
Possible 
It's unclear if it will take place, but Governor Gretchen Whitmer is inviting legislative leaders to 
meet with her on Thursday to discuss her latest budget moves.  The Governor had the State 
Administrative Board shift 625-million dollars in spending after she separately vetoed nearly 
one-billion dollars in funding proposed by the Republican-led Legislature.   Among the vetoes 
was 37.5 million to fund the Pure Michigan tourism campaign and 35 million for charter schools. 
 
10/16/19   
7:34am 
Vickie Thomas 
River Rouge School District Sues Detroit Mayor  
The River Rouge School District is suing Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan and D-DOT for reneging 
on a contract to advertise on city buses.  In a 24 page law suit filed in federal Court, River 
Rouge Schools Superintendent Dr. Derrick Coleman contends Mayor Mike Duggan blocked the 
school district's plan to advertise on Detroit buses.  The civil rights law suit claims 5 million 
dollars in damages as a result of not being able to recruit Detroit students to the district.  D-DOT 
denies that the mayor gave any such directive. 
 
11/3/19 
7:13am 
Jackie Paige 
Reading Scores Improve Slightly in Michigan 
A small improvement for reading skills for fourth and eight grade students in Michigan. The 
newest study show Michigan fourth graders have moved from 35th to 32nd in the nation, while 
eight graders rose to 28th from 30th in the past year.  State superintendent Dr. Michael Rice 
says Lansing needs to find a way to increase funding for our future leaders. 
 
11/3/19   
6:07pm 
Christina McDaniel 
Superintendent Worried About School Threats 
Romeo School District officials speaking out about a series of threats made against students at 
a local middle school.  The Superintendent says the Powell Middle School student allegedly 
responsible for sending the texts has been removed from class and the Macomb County 
Sheriff's Department is investigating the situation.  At last check, school will be open tomorrow. 
 



11/4/19 
7:05am 
Dan Jenkins 
Clawson Schools Consider Merger, Closure 
Another meeting is scheduled for tonight in Clawson -- as school officials speak with the 
community about what to do in the wake of declining enrollment. Superintendent Tim Wilson 
says parents, teachers, and staff will talk about two possible options -- downsizing and merging 
with another district.  Wilson says during the meetings they've already had the reaction to those 
two options was mixed. Enrollment is at nearly 15-hundred students, down 18-percent from a 
decade ago. The meeting is tonight at 7 o'clock in the Clawson High School Auditorium. 
 
11/20/19  
10:13am 
Rob Mason 
New Exec Director at Hope Starts Here 
Hope Starts Here is a coalition and framework to transform early childhood education and 
services in Detroit. Today they announce their new Implementation Director Denise Smith. She 
says the group is advancing a half-dozen actions to make Detroit a city that puts children first by 
2027 - and she has met with many other communities across the country to make this happen. 
 
12/6/19 
2:32pm 
Jon Hewett 
Union Concerned about New Exams to get into Detroit Schools 
Members of the Detroit Federation of Teachers are concerned about the expansion of 
admissions testing for Detroit high school students.  The proposed changes would including 
tests to attend King and Communications and Media Arts High School.  Superintendent Nicolai 
Vitti has scheduled a dozen public forums about the proposed changes over the next two 
months across Detroit. He plans to meet with the union leaders next week. 
 
12/6/19  
4:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
CMU Student Graduates While In Hospital 
A special honor for a Central Michigan University student who's in a local hospital.  28-year-old 
Walter Tufts is a patient in Beaumont Royal Oak. Recovering from surgery to both of his legs 
after getting hit by a car last month. His injuries meant Tufts would miss his graduation next 
week at Central Michigan University.  But the president took the ceremony to the hospital and 
Tufts received a Bachelor of Science degree in vocal music.  Once he's fully healed he hopes to 
start his career as an entertainer. 
 
12/20/19 
12:13pm 
Louis Ricard 
Detroit Considers Later Start Times for Schools 
High schoolers’ wishes may just come true as the Detroit Public Schools Community District is 
looking to move start times from 8 to 9 in the morning.  District Superintendent says the 
research supports the possible decision and could lead to more alert students. This potential 
shift would affect more than just high schoolers. Bus schedules have to be readjusted and six 
schools with younger students will have to either start earlier or later. 
 



ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
10/2/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Former Manufacturing Site to get new Life 
A contaminated site in Woodhaven is going to get new life thanks to Lansing.  The Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy is giving a $600-thousand dollar grant 
and a million dollar loan to revitalize a nine-acre former manufacturing site next to the Meijer 
store at West and Allen roads. The company there made coated underground pipes for 40 years 
and contaminated the soil. They will remove the soil so the property can be safely developed 
with new restaurants, retail, office space and a public park.  
 
10/3/19  
12:23pm 
Jim Matthews 
Energy Efficiency Day  
It's Energy Efficiency Day in Michigan.  It's the fourth annual event as proclaimed by Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer... highlighting ways you can cut energy use and lower your bills, as well as 
joining in supporting clean energy goals.  Some of the ways to increase energy efficiency 
include replacing older appliances, electronics, office equipment and lighting with Energy Star-
rated products... or getting an energy audit of your home or business... for which most utility 
companies offer free assessments. 
 
10/3/19   
3:07pm 
Christina McDaniel 
Warren Installs Energy Efficient Lights 
The City of Warren is receiving hundreds of thousands of dollars back from DTE -- thanks to 
their energy saving efforts.  Warren will accept a nearly 800-thousand dollar check from the 
power company.  That's the equivalent that Warren saved annually by converting nearly 12-
thousand street lights to LED in 2014.  Warren mayor Jim Fouts says it will take nearly four 
years-- to break even on the four-million dollar investment into the conversion. 
 
10/24/19 
2:11pm 
Tom Jordan 
Low Electricity Bills for DTE Customers 
People may be getting a break on their heating bills this winter.  DTE Energy's winter forecast 
says there should be normal temperatures between November and March, so natural gas use 
should be lower for most homes.  DTE is predicting about a 35-dollar savings in total winter bills 
for the average home owner and says customers should also benefit from a drop in natural gas 
costs.  A couple suggestions for lowering utility bills in the winter include setting your thermostat 
at 68 degrees or as low as possible and wearing a sweater and/or socks while at home so you 
can lower the temperature. 
 
11/2/19 
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
New Legislation Would Exempt Solar Panels From Property Taxes 
Legislation heading to Governor Gretchen Whitmer would clarify that rooftop solar panels are 
exempt from property taxes.  The bills won final approval from lawmakers this past week.   
Groups representing environmentalists and the renewable energy industry are urging Whitmer 
to sign the bills, saying they would fix a confusing statewide patchwork of how rooftop panels 
are taxed. 



 
11/7/19 
6:52am 
Zach Clark 
Week of Warmth 
As part of DTE's annual THAW Week of Warmth -- 125 pre-registered southwest Detroit 
residents will receive free home energy consultations which include a variety of home upgrades 
to reduce energy costs.  Also, DTE will give 30-thousand dollars in energy efficient lighting to a 
pair of local non-profits: Brilliant Detroit and LA SED. 
 
11/27/19 
3:04pm 
Rob St. Mary 
High Winds Cause Thousands of Power Outages 
High winds mean thousands are out of power throughout southeast Michigan.  According to the 
DTE Energy outage map, over 53-thousand homes and businesses are without power.  Most 
affected areas include 13 Mile and Crooks in Royal Oak... a section of Harrison Township 
between Metro Parkway and North River Road... and the Ortonville - Lapeer Township area.  
DTE has no estimates at this time as to when the power will be back on for all. But, the power 
company has over 300 crews working to restorations. 
 
12/30/19 
4:05pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Governor Urges Additional Charges Against 696 Polluter 
Cleanup of the green chemicals that have leaked onto I-696 in Madison Heights is expected to 
last until late January.  Crews have blocked off the right lane of the freeway near Couzens to 
allow crews to do their work.  Meantime, Governor Whitmer today said her administration is 
reviewing possible criminal charges against the owner of the building that once housed the 
chemicals that have contaminated the ground in the area. 
 
12/30/19    
4:33pm 
Sandra McNeill  
Flooding Causing Issues along Lake St. Clair Shoreline 
Officials in Lake St Clair are dealing with flooding today that has been affecting two townships in 
St Clair County.  Justin Westmiller with the St. Clair County Emergency Management says the 
flooding is affecting about 35 miles of shoreline in Clay and Ira Townships and portions of 
Harsen's Island.  There are no reports of any homes affected, although it has reached residents' 
yards. 
 
12/31/19   
Various 
Tom Jordan 
Warren Mayor Watching Developments with Green Ooze 
The City of Warren says the green toxic ooze on I-696 in Madison Heights has not shown up in 
any of their storm drains. Mayor Jim Fouts says they are also monitoring four businesses in 
Warren that use hexavalent--the toxic substance at the center of the crisis in Madison Heights.  
Fouts wants the state to ban the use of the chemical, and supports Governor Whitmer's pursuit 
of possible criminal charges. 
 



HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
10/2/19  
6:11am 
Deanna Lites 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month.  While there's no way to ensure you never get the 
disease, there are some steps women can take to lower their risk.  For women at average risk, 
self-breast examinations should be done monthly starting at age 20 while breast cancer risk 
assessment testing should begin at age 25.  
 
10/9/19 
2:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
New Cases of Rabies in Oakland County 
Even more cases of rabies -- confirmed in skunks in Oakland County.  Two cases of rabies 
confirmed in skunks from Southfield and Farmington Hills according to the Oakland County 
Health Division.So far this year in Oakland County there have been confirmed cases of rabies in 
four bats and eight skunks.  The rabies virus is found in the saliva of infected animals and is 
spread through bites or scratches.The health department is urging residents to avoid wild 
animals such as skunks, bats, raccoons, foxes, and stray cats and dogs to protect against 
rabies. 
 
10/26/19   
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
Drug Take Back Day 
It's a chance to clean out your medicine cabinets and to help combat the opioid crisis.  Michigan 
State Police are asking residents to turn in expired and unwanted PILLS to one of 30 MSP posts 
TODAY... for National Prescription Drug Take Back Day.   All pills will be disposed of-- no 
questions asked. Oakland County Sheriff Mike Bouchard says anyone who enters your house-- 
can access your medicine cabinet. 
 
11/2/19 
6:23pm 
Brian Larsen 
Research Says Dark Chocolate Makes You Feel Better 
Eating dark chocolate could make you FEEL better.  In a recent study... researchers found that 
when people reported eating chocolate, only those who ate dark chocolate had significantly 
lower odds of depressive symptoms.  Study authors say there are a couple of ingredients in 
dark chocolate that could boost mood regulation – but more research needs to be done. 
 
11/3/19  
10:33am 
Dan Jenkins 
Stay Healthy and Save While Turning Back Your Clock 
As we turn back the clocks for Daylight Saving Time, the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services is reminding residents to take action to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. 
On average, 145 people are hospitalized for carbon monoxide poisoning each year in Michigan. 
These hospitalizations are preventable when people are prepared.  State officials also remind 
residents to change the batteries in their smoke detectors. 
 



11/17/19 
12:22pm 
Christina McDaniel 
Cat Food Recall 
A cat food recall over salmonella concerns. It affects two pound frozen bags of Quest Beef Cat 
Food, sold in stores nationwide.  The recall was issued when one sample tested positive for the 
disease. No illnesses have been reported so far. If you have one of these bags, you're urged to 
throw it out immediately or to take it back to the store you bought it from for a refund. 
 
12/11/19 
4:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
Sleep Helps Your Health 
Getting a good night's sleep is good for your health.  But too much sleep can have the opposite 
effect.  People who sleep nine hours or more a night are around 25-percent at increased risk for 
a stroke than people who sleep less than eight hours a night. And so are people who take naps 
in the afternoon that last longer than 90-minutes according to a study involving more than 30-
thousand people in China with an average age of 62.  The study is in the journal of the 
American Academy of Neurology. 
 
12/30/19 
4:10pm  
Deanna Lites 
Cheat Days May Not Be Good For You 
Many people follow a diet plan and then allow for a cheat day once a week to eat whatever they 
want.  But could you be cheating yourself by taking this day?  Annica Wyskochil is a registered 
dietitian with Lifetime Bloomfield Hills and says cheat days can do more harm than good.  To 
keep a balanced lifestyle Wyskochil recommends the 80-20 rule.  Eat healthy 80 percent of the 
time and then allow yourself to enjoy an indulgence 20 percent of the time. 
 
12/31/19    
7:06am 
Deanna Lites 
Healthy Heart tips for 2020 
Sleep, apples and pushups. Small steps towards a healthy heart in the new year.  Bingham 
Farms cardiologist Joel Khan says get one extra hour of sleep a night and eating 2 apples a day 
can help lower your cholesterol and blood pressure.  And aim for 40 pushups everyday, It will 
lower your risk for future heart problems according to a recent study from Harvard involving 
firefighters. 
 
12/31/19  
12:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Watch Your Eyes during New Years Celebration 
Champagne, fireworks...a couple of ways to ring in the new year.  But remember safety first.  
Pay attention when opening that bottle of bubbly to avoid an eye injury to you or someone else. 
When champagne corks pop they're heavy and can travel at speeds up to 55 miles an hour.  
Fireworks can also cause eye damage. 
 



LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
10/2/19   
8:33am 
Dan Jenkins 
Debate Over the Use of Facial Recognition Technology 
Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib and Detroit Police Chief James Craig continue to go back and 
forth on the issue of facial recognition technology to catch criminals.  Tlaib took a tour of the 
DPD Real Time Crime Center -- where she suggested only black people work as analysts 
because she says -quote-"non-African Americans think African Americans all look the same." 
Craig says he and several workers found the comment insulting, saying it's about the person's 
training, not their race. 
 
10/2/19 
Various 
Tim Skubick 
Governor To Hold Budget Talks with Legislative Leaders, Cuts to Police, Schools 
Possible 
It's unclear if it will take place, but Governor Gretchen Whitmer is inviting legislative leaders to 
meet with her on Thursday to discuss her latest budget moves.  The Governor had the State 
Administrative Board shift 625-million dollars in spending after she separately vetoed nearly 
one-billion dollars in funding proposed by the Republican-led Legislature.   Among the vetoes 
was 37.5 million to fund the Pure Michigan tourism campaign and 35 million for charter schools. 
 
10/2/19     
1:35pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Hearings Begin on Criminal Expungement Laws 
A State House committee hearing testimony today on new criminal expungement laws.  Wayne 
County Undersheriff Dan Pfannes who is also with the Michigan Sheriff's Association doesn't 
oppose the concept, but says the laws have to be reasonable.  Among the package of bills is 
legislation that would allow certain convictions to be automatically set aside after ten-years 
under certain circumstances and create an expungement process for certain marijuana related 
offenses. 
 
10/22/19 
5:10pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Canada Border Security 
It's a meeting of the minds in Detroit between U-S federal authorities in Michigan and their 
Canadian counterparts. The two sides were talking border security as part of the "Border 
Operations Leadership Team conference” at Wayne State University. U-S Attorney for the 
Eastern District, Matthew Schnieder who served as co-host says this gives them a chance to 
meet face-to-face with their Canadian colleagues and talk about sharing information faster and 
better.  Schneider says attempts to smuggle drugs and guns across the border to and from 
Canada are still a problem. 
 



10/26/19   
7:05am 
Mike Campbell 
Warren Mayor Touts Road Work 
While State lawmakers and the Governor continue to grapple with funding for state road repair 
funding, the City of Warren is already working on the largest local road project in 50 years.  
Warren Mayor Jim Fouts says they've done $30-million in road work this year, all in the 
neighborhoods and local roads. When asked, Fouts offered advice to his state counterparts to 
get money and get the job done.  Mayor Fouts says the City of Warren already has more local 
road work scheduled for 2020 -- with tax-payer funding already in place. 
 
11/2/19 
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
New Legislation Would Exempt Solar Panels From Property Taxes 
Legislation heading to Governor Gretchen Whitmer would clarify that rooftop solar panels are 
exempt from property taxes.  The bills won final approval from lawmakers this past week.   
Groups representing environmentalists and the renewable energy industry are urging Whitmer 
to sign the bills, saying they would fix a confusing statewide patchwork of how rooftop panels 
are taxed. 
 
11/6/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Lawmakers Discuss Toll Roads 
More talk about toll roads in Michigan.  The State Senate Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee could vote this afternoon on legislation that calls for a feasibility study on putting tolls 
on certain highways. One Senator says even with tolls, he would not promise those freeways 
would be pothole free.  We'll be watching developments and have updates later today 
 
11/19/19 
Various 
Rob St. Mary 
Oakland County Sheriff Will Not Run for Executive Office 
The Oakland County Sheriff is throwing cold water on a possible county executive run. In a 
statement, Michael Bouchard says he's focused on doing his job and will not run for executive. 
Bouchard was appointed to his position in 19-99 and has won every election since.  Currently, 
former Ferndale Mayor Dave Coulter - who was appointed following the death of L. Brooks 
Patterson to fill out the term - has announced his plans to seek election to the post next year. 
 
11/20/19  
10:13am 
Rob Mason 
New Exec Director at Hope Starts Here 
Hope Starts Here is a coalition and framework to transform early childhood education and 
services in Detroit. Today they announce their new Implementation Director Denise Smith. She 
says the group is advancing a half-dozen actions to make Detroit a city that puts children first by 
2027 - and she has met with many other communities across the country to make this happen. 
 



12/5/19 
12:06pm 
Ron Dewey 
Macomb County Exec Outlines New Robotics Collaboration and Innovation Center 
Building the talent in Macomb County's workforce is the idea behind a new Robotics 
Collaboration and Innovation Center. During last night's State of the County Address, Executive 
Mark Hackel says the center will open in the coming years to give high school students a place 
to learn and explore a prospective career track.  Hackel says there are now 33-thousand job 
vacancies in the county. 
 
12/30/19 
4:05pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Governor Urges Additional Charges Against 696 Polluter 
Cleanup of the green chemicals that have leaked onto I-696 in Madison Heights is expected to 
last until late January.  Crews have blocked off the right lane of the freeway near Couzens to 
allow crews to do their work.  Meantime, Governor Whitmer today said her administration is 
reviewing possible criminal charges against the owner of the building that once housed the 
chemicals that have contaminated the ground in the area. 
 
12/31/19  
12:33pm 
Ron Dewey 
Livonia's New Mayor Ready to Start New Job 
Livonia's new mayor begins her new job tomorrow at noon.  Maureen Miller Brosnan says her 
top priorities will be making sure the city is safe and kids are taken care of with a good school 
district. Brosnan said a third priority is setting up a workforce development program that involves 
students and manufacturing companies in the city. 
 
12/31/19   
Various 
Tom Jordan 
Warren Mayor Watching Developments with Green Ooze 
The City of Warren says the green toxic ooze on I-696 in Madison Heights has not shown up in 
any of their storm drains. Mayor Jim Fouts says they are also monitoring four businesses in 
Warren that use hexavalent--the toxic substance at the center of the crisis in Madison Heights.  
Fouts wants the state to ban the use of the chemical, and supports Governor Whitmer's pursuit 
of possible criminal charges. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
10/1/19 
4:20pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Cyber Security Conference 
Hundreds of Internet security professionals coming together at a Detroit conference this week.  
Among them is Luke Thelen, an I-T Specialist with the Cyber Intrusion Investigation Team... 
which is part of the Michigan State Police. He says the biggest challenge is how cyber threats 
constantly evolve. Over 600 I-T professionals are taking part in the 17th annual Secure World 
Detroit conference inside the T-C-F Center downtown today and tomorrow.   
 
 
 
 



10/5/19 
10:31pm 
Pat Vitale 
ICE Arrest 
A Warren man has been arrested by Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents on charges 
of vandalizing government property with anti-ICE graffiti. The 30 year old suspect, appearing in 
court this week after a criminal complaint was filed by Homeland Security stating that he 
allegedly spray-painted words on a federal building sign in Detroit. The vandalism occurred in 
July.  Surveillance footage eventually led to his arrest. The man is free on bond. 
 
10/13/19 
11:12am 
Dan Jenkins 
Cyber Security Hacks 
Just how secure are you online? October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month, and Brad Atkin -- 
practice leader at the I-T advisory group Doeren Mayhew -- says hackers are getting more and 
more sophisticated as businesses try to beef up their security systems. He says 54 percent of 
hacks last year happened to small or medium-sized businesses. 
 
10/21/19 
6:07pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Detroit Metro Airport Pass 
Starting tomorrow, Detroit Metro Airport will allow visitors to see off passenger’s right to the 
gate. Destination pass is a pilot program that will run 8am to 8pm every day but Monday.  
Visitors log on to the airport's website the day before the flight and apply for the pass. There are 
just 75 passes available each day and they will be first come, first served. The pilot program 
ends on January 5th. 
 
10/22/19 
5:10pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Canada Border Security 
It's a meeting of the minds in Detroit between U-S federal authorities in Michigan and their 
Canadian counterparts. The two sides were talking border security as part of the "Border 
Operations Leadership Team conference” at Wayne State University. U-S Attorney for the 
Eastern District, Matthew Schnieder who served as co-host says this gives them a chance to 
meet face-to-face with their Canadian colleagues and talk about sharing information faster and 
better.  Schneider says attempts to smuggle drugs and guns across the border to and from 
Canada are still a problem. 
 
11/27/19 
3:24pm 
Terri Lee 
Phony University Leads to Arrests 
The federal government has arrested about 250 foreigners who knowingly enrolled at a phony 
school in suburban Detroit so they could remain in the U.S. The Detroit Free Press reports that 
nearly 80% have voluntarily left the country. The Homeland Security Investigations Detroit office 
told the newspaper Tuesday that about half of those remaining have received final orders of 
removal. The Department of Homeland Security created the University of Farmington, which 
has no classes or teachers. 
 
 
 
 



11/29/19 
11:17pm 
Brian Larsen 
Border Agent Assaulted 
A U.S. Customs Border Patrol agent was reportedly assaulted while trying to make an arrest in 
Waterford Township. The Detroit News says it happened about 7-30 Friday morning. It isn't 
clear where the incident happened. The undocumented immigrant managed to get away. A 
search was called off after a few hours. 
 
12/13/19 
5:20pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Blue Water Bridge Drugs 
A major drug bust at the Canadian border. 50 bricks of cocaine were found by authorities inside 
a semi-truck trying to cross the Blue Water Bridge last week. Inspections officers found about 
110 pounds of cocaine in the cab. The 55-year old Quebec man is expected to face a judge in 
Sarnia, Ontario on Monday on drug charges. 
 
12/15/19 
4:40am 
Dan Jenkins 
State Police Officers Graduate from Academy 
A new group of officers are joining the ranks of the Michigan State Police. 20 new Michigan 
State Police motor carrier officers will begin work this week, following the graduation of the 24th 
Motor Carrier Officer Recruit School on Friday in East Lansing. MSP says those armed, 
uniformed officers will specialize in commercial vehicle enforcement. They enforce traffic safety 
laws on commercial vehicles, protect infrastructure through aggressive size and weight 
enforcement, conduct commercial vehicle and driver inspections, and contribute to homeland 
security efforts by enforcing hazardous material regulations. For the past 20 weeks, the recruits 
received training in firearms, water safety, defensive tactics, patrol techniques, ethics, and 
precision driving. 
 
12/24/19 
12:47pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Border Drugs 
There's been a major drug bust at the Canadian border. A semi-truck driver has been arrested 
after Canadian border patrol agents found thirty bricks of cocaine in his vehicle at the 
Ambassador Bridge. 44 year-old Manjinder Gill of Brampton, Ontario has been charged and is 
awaiting a bail hearing. During the inspection on December 15th, officers found 30 packages of 
suspected cocaine, weighing an approximate total of 88 pounds. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
10-1-19 thru 10-16-19 
Various 
Jeff Gilbert 
GM workers on strike and then settlement 
Workers on the General Motors picket lines get a boost in their strike pay, amid hopes they 
won't need it much longer.  The strike lasted for 40 days and was settled in late October.  
 



10/10/19 
10:22am 
Rob Mason 
New Workplace Trends 
Cornerstone OnDemand, Inc. has released its latest workforce trends report that reveals 
insights on how individuals and businesses can bridge the gap between current skill sets and 
the skills required for job security, continued career growth and agility in the changing future of 
work.  The survey indicates that because most employees are ready to learn, corporate 
development initiatives are highly valued as a means to avoid job loss. 
 
10/16/19 
5:35am 
Jim Matthews 
SMART Bus System Holds Job Fair 
More riders -- but not enough drivers and mechanics -- as the SMART bus system looks to 
make some hires.  SMART is opening the doors of their Oakland terminal for a first-ever career 
fair open house today.  Officials say the SMART workforce is down 14%... with the bulk of the 
shortages impacting drivers and mechanics.  They have a new fleet of buses... but more than 
50 open positions.  If you'd like to apply - drivers have to be customer oriented and interested in 
working with the public... while mechanics should be interested in learning and growing in the 
trade. 
 
10/22/19 
12:07pm 
Ron Dewey 
Students Exposed to Building Careers 
Building careers. A construction academy at Eastern Market introducing 5-hundred Detroit 
schoolkids to dozens of career paths in skilled trades.  Sasche Construction CEO Todd Sasche 
says they want to fill a gap in the skilled trade workforce in the city by showing students the 
need for their talents. 
 
11/3/19  
10:32am  
Michael Cohen 
UAW President Takes Leave of Absence 
United Auto Workers’ President Gary Jones will take a leave of absence effective today after a 
vote by the union’s executive board. The union has been rocked by a federal corruption scandal 
amid labor contract negotiations with General Motors and Ford. IRS and FBI agents raided 
Jones’ home in August, one of several targets in a multi-state raid. Jones has not been charged 
with any crimes. 
 
11/7/19 
10:13am 
Jim Matthews 
Job Fair at Fitness Center 
A national fitness chain is holding a Metro Detroit job fair today.  Planet Fitness is opening a 
new location in Warren next month and to fill jobs, they are holding interviews at their Troy 
location over the next three Thursdays starting today.  Interested candidates should bring a 
copy of their resume -- staff will be on hand to speak with applicants. 
 



11/18/19 
4:41pm 
Rob St. Mary 
New Company Expands in Corktown, Looks To Fill Jobs 
The online customized print company My Locker has just completed a 14-million dollar 
expansion of its facility in Corktown.  With over 200-thousand square feet of space, it features a 
robotic inventory system and state of the art production facility for the company's online 
customized print business for clothing, hats, and other products.  My Locker is looking to triple 
its workforce and over 200 season workers for the holiday season. 
 
12/2/19 
10:06 
Jeff Gilbert 
Fiat Chrysler Workers To Begin Voting on New Contract. 
Unionized Fiat Chrysler workers could start voting on a new contract later this week.  
Negotiators for the United Auto Workers and FCA reached a tentative agreement over the 
weekend.  The four-year deal involves total investments of nine billion dollars and an additional 
79-hundred jobs.  The deal also reportedly involves a nine-thousand dollar signing bonus.  The 
UAW's National Council will meet Wednesday.  If approved, the ratification vote by nearly 50-
thousand workers would begin Friday 
 
12/5/19 
12:06pm 
Ron Dewey 
Macomb County Exec Outlines New Robotics Collaboration and Innovation Center 
Building the talent in Macomb County's workforce is the idea behind a new Robotics 
Collaboration and Innovation Center. During last night's State of the County Address, Executive 
Mark Hackel says the center will open in the coming years to give high school students a place 
to learn and explore a prospective career track.  Hackel says there are now 33-thousand job 
vacancies in the county. 
 
12/11/19 
7:51am 
Ron Dewey 
GM To Build Electric Pickup in Detroit Plant 
General Motors says it will build an electric pickup at their Detroit-Hamtramck plant that will go 
on sale by fall 2021.  GM's CEO Mary Barra confirmed those plans at a company function last 
night. The automaker agreed to keep the factory open as part of this fall's contract talks and 
invest $3 billion dollars to build an electric pickup and other EV products. Not yet clear whether 
GM will hire a new workforce or recall workers that already transferred from Detroit-Hamtramck 
to other plants. 
 
12/20/19 
10:42am 
Beth Fisher 
Workplace Diversity 
A Michigan company tops the list for the 100 best workplaces for diversity. Great Place to Work 
says Michigan's Stryker is number one for workplace diversity. The study of nearly two thousand 
companies found that key metrics related to equity and inclusion not only drive stronger 
company innovation, but also predict whether companies will thrive or stumble during a 
recession. Stryker is a medical technologies firm based in Kalamazoo. Progressive Insurance, 
Adobe, and Marriott International also made the top 10. 
 
 
 



RACE RELATIONS 
 
10/14/19 
5:04pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Business Slurs 
Madison Heights police are looking for a man who sprayed painted racial slurs on a business.  
Investigators say references to the Ku Klux Klan and other slurs were found early this morning 
on the side of the Octapharma Plasma building on 13 Mile Road near John R. Police say the 
vandalism occurred just after one o'clock this morning. They are looking for a man with glasses.  
Anyone who may have information should call Madison Heights police. 
 
10/21/19 
12:43pm 
Michael Cohen 
Immigrant Conference 
The 12th annual National Immigrant Integration Conference is being held today at the TCF 
Center, formerly Cobo Center. The conference supports naturalization, voting and the pursuit of 
public office by new Americans. Organizers say attendees will be discussing and sharing 
strategies to counter what they call “racist rhetoric and policies” targeting immigrants. The event 
is sponsored by National Partnership for New Americans and runs through tomorrow. 
 
10/21/19 
11:40pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Professor Survey 
A survey by a Michigan State University professor to determine how people respond to 
derogatory online comments has sparked outrage because it included racist statements. 
According to published reports -- The survey asked students to rate statements taken directly 
from social media and other online sites. Several students allege the statements targeted 
blacks, Asians, Muslims and the LGBTQ community. The professor has apologized for the 
survey.  MSU's President says building inclusive communities is at the core of" the school's 
values. 
 
10/23/19 
1:43pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Founders Beer Controversy 
After backlash following a racial discrimination lawsuit, Founders Brewing Company will no 
longer take part in this weekend's Detroit Fall Beer Fest. The brewery has been pressured ever 
since a former employee filed the lawsuit, alleging he faced a “racist internal corporate culture” 
while working at the new Detroit taproom. The lawsuit made national headlines this week when 
deposition by a Founders manager showed he wouldn't acknowledge the former employee's 
race. 
 
10/27/19 
6:30pm 
Christina McDaniel 
John Conyers Death 
Saying goodbye to the longest serving African American Congressman in U-S history. Detroit's 
own Former Representative John Conyers. He died in his home today at the age of 90. He's 
remembered as a champion for Civil Rights and the founder of the Black Caucus. Reverend 
Wendell Anthony and president of the Detroit Branch NAACP spoke live on WWJ. He served 
from 1964 to 2017, during the peak of the Civil Rights Movement. 
 



11/2/19 
8:07am 
Rob St. Mary 
Race Equity Challenge 
A three week challenge aims to make Michigan a more equitable place ... and a less racist one. 
It's called the 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge. Julie Cassidy with the Michigan League for 
Public Policy says the group created it to give employees of businesses and non-profits an 
opportunity to work through hard conversations about interpersonal, institutional and structural 
racism. Cassidy says the ultimate goal is to get Michiganders to understand what often lies at 
the roots entrenched inequality in public policy.  
 
11/10/19 
10:07pm 
Zach Clark 
Muslim Leaders Diversity 
A longtime New York City educator, administrator, and diversity expert will speak at University 
of Michigan-Dearborn about challenges facing Muslim leaders. The theme of Debbie 
Almontaser's scheduled talk today is "Leading While Muslim." She wrote a book with the same 
title that examines the experiences of U.S. Muslim principals in a post-9/11 environment. The 
speech is hosted by several of the university's colleges or programs, including the Center for 
Arab American Studies. 
 
11/27/19 
11:44pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Football Fight/Racism Claim 
The Oakland County Sheriff's Department says it's investigating a racially charged fight that 
happened during a semi-final high school football game between Denby and Almont last 
weekend. The department is looking into the physical and verb abuse - including alleged 
spitting, hitting, and racial slurs - directed at members of the Detroit's Denby High School 
football team. The game was called by refs with minutes left in the fourth quarter due to 
"unsportsmanlike conduct and unnecessary roughness" and the teams were escorted off the 
field by sheriff's deputies. The Oakland County Sheriff's Department asks anyone who attended 
the game and has video footage to contact them as the investigation continues. 
 
12/20/19 
10:42am 
Beth Fisher 
Workplace Diversity 
A Michigan company tops the list for the 100 best workplaces for diversity. Great Place to Work 
says Michigan's Stryker is number one for workplace diversity. The study of nearly two thousand 
companies found that key metrics related to equity and inclusion not only drive stronger 
company innovation, but also predict whether companies will thrive or stumble during a 
recession. Stryker is a medical technologies firm based in Kalamazoo. Progressive Insurance, 
Adobe, and Marriott International also made the top 10. 
 
12/26/19 
12:07am 
Ingrid Kelley 
Kwanzaa 
The mild weather across Metro Detroit might make it easier to get out and enjoy one of the 
many Kwanzaa celebrations. The seven day celebration of Kwanzaa is celebrated across the 
globe.  Each day there is a principle to follow.... such as unity, self-determination, collective 
work and responsibility, and faith.  The Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History 
will be holding a celebration each night at 7 o'clock.    



 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
10/2/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Former Manufacturing Site to get new Life 
A contaminated site in Woodhaven is going to get new life thanks to Lansing.  The Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy is giving a $600-thousand dollar grant 
and a million dollar loan to revitalize a nine-acre former manufacturing site next to the Meijer 
store at West and Allen roads. The company there made coated underground pipes for 40 years 
and contaminated the soil. They will remove the soil so the property can be safely developed 
with new restaurants, retail, office space and Public Park.  
 
10/3/19 
4:34pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Former Racetrack Property Sold 
Wayne County has given the green light -- to sell a former racetrack site.  The 650-acre 
Pinnacle Aeropark Property expected to be sold to the Hillwood Enterprise within five years. 
They're expected to turn it into a mixed-use industrial development.  The property is bordered 
by Pennsylvania, Wayne, Sibley and Vining roads the deal is worth close to five-million dollars. 
 
10/6/19 
Various 
Tom Jordan 
New Plans Proposed for Apple Orchard 
A popular apple orchard could soon become the site of a new development.  The site is now 
occupied by Erwin Orchards and is being considered by Lyon Township for a multi-purpose site. 
The plan calls for 490-housing units, a possible retail development and a recreation center. 
What's happening with Erwin Orchards? It's still open, but the owners are looking to retire. 
 
11/9/19 
Various  
Christina McDaniel 
Organizations Needed to Improve Neighborhoods 
The Kresge Foundation is looking for Detroit-based block clubs, community development 
corporations and other nonprofits to share at least $1.5 million for projects that improve the 
quality of life in city neighborhoods. Kresge Innovative Projects: Detroit has awarded 99 grants 
totaling more than $10 million since 2015. Grants of up to $35,000 are available for planning. Up 
to $150,000 is available for implementing projects that engage residents and reflect their 
priorities. 
 
11/18/19 
4:41pm 
Rob St. Mary 
New Company Expands in Corktown 
The online customized print company My Locker has just completed a 14-million dollar 
expansion of its facility in Corktown.  With over 200-thousand square feet of space, it features a 
robotic inventory system and state of the art production facility for the company's online 
customized print business for clothing, hats, and other products.  My Locker is looking to triple 
its workforce and over 200 season workers for the holiday season. 
 
 
 



11/21/19 
5:07am 
Dan Jenkins 
New H and M Store Opening in Detroit 
Another big retailer opening its doors in Downtown Detroit.  H&M is holding a grand opening for 
its store in the Bedrock-owned building along Woodward at Clifford Street. The fashion retailer 
will be giving out gift cards randomly between $10 and $500 dollars to the first 500 shoppers in 
line. Anyone in line after that will get a $10 dollar gift card.  It's one of many major retailers to 
open in the area in recent years, including Nike, Under Armour, Lululemon, and John Varvados. 
 
12/5/19 
12:06pm 
Ron Dewey 
Macomb County Exec Outlines New Robotics Collaboration and Innovation Center 
Building the talent in Macomb County's workforce is the idea behind a new Robotics 
Collaboration and Innovation Center. During last night's State of the County Address, Executive 
Mark Hackel says the center will open in the coming years to give high school students a place 
to learn and explore a prospective career track.  Hackel says there are now 33-thousand job 
vacancies in the county. 
 
12/10/19 
3:07pm 
Jason Scott 
Public Meeting about Train Station Development 
As redevelopment of the Michigan Central Station is ongoing, Ford Motor Company and the city 
of Detroit are inviting the public to a special public meeting.  The Ford Corktown Investment and 
Michigan Central Station annual meeting takes place tonight at 6 ... at the IBEW LOCAL 58. It 
was last year, the Blue Oval announced a 740-million dollar investment in Corktown. 
 
12/11/19 
7:51am 
Ron Dewey 
GM To Build Electric Pickup in Detroit Plant 
General Motors says it will build an electric pickup at their Detroit-Hamtramck plant that will go 
on sale by fall 2021.  GM's CEO Mary Barra confirmed those plans at a company function last 
night. The automaker agreed to keep the factory open as part of this fall's contract talks and 
invest $3 billion dollars to build an electric pickup and other EV products. Not yet clear whether 
GM will hire a new workforce or recall workers that already transferred from Detroit-Hamtramck 
to other plants. 
 
12/18/19 
Various 
Rob St. Mary 
Lakeside Mall Sold 
A Macomb County mall has been sold to a Florida company.   Sterling Heights officials say 
Lakeside Mall will be taken over by Out of the Box Ventures who bought the property for 26.5 
million dollars. The plan calls for the stores to be changed to a mixed-use space.  City leaders 
say a redevelopment project of this magnitude could equate to hundreds of millions of dollars 
just for construction.   
 



TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
10/8/19 
9:33am 
Pat Vitale 
Bridge Work to Delay Traffic 
Urgent bridge work will affect drivers on the Southfield and I-96 freeways later this week.  The 
Michigan Department of Transportation says the westbound I-96 ramps to northbound and 
southbound Southfield Freeway will be closed for approximately three weeks along with the 
northbound and southbound Southfield Freeway ramps to eastbound I-96.  The work is 
expected to last for about three weeks. 
 
10/10/19 
1:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
Plans Underway to Fix I-94 
The Michigan Department of Transportation wants to OVERHAUL a nearly seven-mile stretch of 
I-94.  They held public hearings today to explain what they want to do east of the I-94/I-96 
interchange to east of Conner Avenue in Detroit.  Project Manager Terry Stepanski says the 
work -- which would start in 2023 -- would cost three-billion dollars... 80-percent of which would 
be federally funded. The project could take 10 years to complete. 
 
10/21/19 
6:07pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Detroit Metro Airport Pass 
Starting tomorrow, Detroit Metro Airport will allow visitors to see off passenger’s right to the 
gate. Destination pass is a pilot program that will run 8am to 8pm every day but Monday.  
Visitors log on to the airport's website the day before the flight and apply for the pass. There are 
just 75 passes available each day and they will be first come, first served. The pilot program 
ends on January 5th. 
 
10/26/19   
7:05am 
Mike Campbell 
Warren Mayor Touts Road Work 
While State lawmakers and the Governor continue to grapple with funding for state road repair 
funding, the City of Warren is already working on the largest local road project in 50 years.  
Warren Mayor Jim Fouts says they've done $30-million in road work this year, all in the 
neighborhoods and local roads. When asked, Fouts offered advice to his state counterparts to 
get money and get the job done.  Mayor Fouts says the City of Warren already has more local 
road work scheduled for 2020 -- with tax-payer funding already in place. 
 
11/6/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Lawmakers Discuss Toll Roads 
More talk about toll roads in Michigan.  The State Senate Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee could vote this afternoon on legislation that calls for a feasibility study on putting tolls 
on certain highways. One Senator says even with tolls, he would not promise those freeways 
would be pothole free.  We'll be watching developments and have updates later today. 
 
 
 
 



11/20/19 
4:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Reopening of I-75 Delayed 
Drivers along I-75 will have over a month longer to deal with the construction delays.  All lanes 
were supposed to reopen at the end of November, but Rob Morosi at MDOT says work on the 
portion of I-75 between 12 Mile and Long Lake will NOT be done on time.  Morosi says I-75 
northbound at Big Beaver will have one lane blocked all winter long.  He blames the bad spring 
weather, in part, for the delays, but he does not yet know if the contractor will be fined. 
 
11/20/19 
4:34pm 
Michael Cohen 
Grosse Ile Bridge To Be Reopened 
Some good news for people who have been stuck in traffic jams trying to get onto and off of 
Grosse Ile.  Wayne County announced this afternoon that the closed Grosse Ile Parkway Bridge 
over the Trenton Channel will re-open tomorrow evening.   The bridge had been closed since 
last week for emergency repairs.  In order to re-open the bridge, approximately 10 steel plates 
are being installed to support beams that were identified for repairs.  The bridge will be closed 
next year for extensive repairs. 
 
11/26/19 
Various 
Jon Hewett 
Bad Concrete Poured During I-75 Project. 
As work continues on PHASE TWO of M-DOT's 18-Mile rebuild of I-75 in Oakland County -- 
there is word of a concrete mix-up that will require a "fix" next summer.  An incorrect concrete 
mix is being blamed for the planned tear-out and rebuild of the left two lanes of northbound I-75 
from 13 1/2 Mile to 14 Mile roads, and the shoulders on the exit ramps to Big Beaver and 
Rochester roads.  Morosi says the bad pavement is determined to be safe for drivers to use this 
winter, but with its long-term durability in question... the fix is in for next summer.    
 
12/11/19 
5:30pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Harsen's Island Ferry Shutdown 
Two problems hitting the Harsen's Island ferry today - stopping traffic to and from the island. 
First, the landing on the mainland side collapsed into the river.  Then, power lines came down 
as crews were working to fix that issue.  D-T-E Energy says it has a crew working on fixing the 
power lines.  But, it's not known when Harsen's Island ferry will be up and running again. 
 
12/16/19 
3:06pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Harsen's Island Ferry To Resume Service 
The ferry that takes residents to and from Harsens Island is set to resume service later today. 
Clay Township officials say the ferry will be back up and running starting at 6 o'clock this 
afternoon. After collapsing because of the high water in the area, people who live on Harsens 
Island -- about one thousand year round -- have been without vehicle access to-and-from the 
island since last Wednesday.  There's word that there's possible discussions ongoing to get a 
bridge built from the island to the mainland. 
 
 
 
 



12/27/19  
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
I-75 northbound reopening today 
Crews will be working to reopen a newly constructed I-75 in Oakland County.  The Michigan 
Department of Transportation says it will take several days to remove temporary barrier walls 
and paint the appropriate lines on the pavement.  Northbound lanes should be fully reopened by 
the New Year.  
 
 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
  
10/17/19 
Leaders & Innovators Series: Cyber Security 
Are you at risk of a computer hack? Come see if your e-mail address is on the dark side of the 
web...considered by hackers as an easy score.” If so, you could be a victim of an account 
takeover! Cyber security responsibilities must be a primary focus for world-wide corporations, 
local neighborhood businesses and your personal cyber space. Panelists included Colin 
Battersby from McDonald Hopkins, David Derigiotis, Corporate Vice President at Burns & 
Wilcox and Brad Gramlin from Comcast Business 
 
11/14/19 
Leaders & Innovators Series: Managing Debt 
The economy has been on a roll, but nearly half of Americans say their financial situation has 
not improved.  One out of five says their finances have actually gotten worse.  Murray Feldman 
is bringing together experts with free advice on handling debt, saving money, investing for next 
year, student loans and what is your best move if the economic slips. Panelists include Charles 
Hoff from DFCU, Leon LaBrecque from Sequoia Financial Group and Sheila Marable from PNC 
Bank. 
 
12/18/19 
Sgt Santa 
The Detroit Police Department and WWJ Newsradio 950 team up to spread holiday cheer to 
more than 40 families across the city of Detroit by collecting gifts and other items to give to 
families who are struggling.   
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
10/05/19  
The state's ban on vaping products now in effect. The police chief of Sterling Heights says they 
have been overwhelmed by complaints from parents about the use of such products by 
teenagers.  
 
10/12/19  
United of Southeast Michigan underway with this fall’s campaign to raise money for human 
service programs, but also to gather volunteers together to lend a hand. 
 
10/19/19  
Salaan Mohammed was paralyzed from the chest down due to a motorcycle crash last year. 
Planet Fitness presented him with a brand-new three-wheel hand-pedal racing bike. 
 
 



10/26/19  
Over 500 school kids at Detroit’s Eastern Market taking part in what was supposed to be a one-
shot deal by Sasche construction to present an academy to show kids the vocation possibilities 
in skilled trades. 
 
11/2/19  
City crews painting over the 100-THOUSANDTH graffiti tag—this time, from the Holden viaduct 
over the Lodge Freeway.  Part of an effort that began five years ago to encourage graffiti artists 
to use their talent for good. 
 
11/09/19  
Bank of America's day of giving, where employees volunteer for various organizations across 
the city. 
 
11/16/19  
Starfish Family Services in Inkster needs to turn a lunchroom at the Hiveley Center in Inkster 
into a new classroom.  Bridjet Morris of Moms for Starfish has a fundraising goal of $20-
thousand dollars.  
 
11/23/19  
During the firearms deer season in Michigan, an appeal is made by the group Michigan 
Sportsmen Against Hunger for hunters to consider donating a part of their bounty to feed the 
hungry. 
 
11/30/19 
 Matt Lewis with the New Economy Initiative is behind a new year-long campaign featuring the 
stories of business owners who struck out on their own to make a name for themselves. 
 
12/7/19  
Buddy's Pizza opening their latest restaurant at downtown Detroit's Madison Building next 
Wednesday. To reaffirm their Detroit roots, the chain is partnering with the Motown Museum as 
part of the grand opening promotions. 
 
12/14/19  
Hope Starts here in Detroit. This is a coalition and framework to change early childhood 
education and services in the city. Denise Smith their new Implementation Director, with a goal 
of advancing a half-dozen actions that will puts Detroit children first by the year 2027 
 
12/21/19 
The Salvation Army of southeast Michigan holding 13 toy shops across the region, where 
parents that were referred or had applied were able to shop from a wide selection of new toys 
made possible through donations to red kettles and other fundraising efforts throughout the 
year. 
 
12/28/19  
Keith Fishman is Therapy Dog Program Coordinator at Henry Ford Hospital in West Bloomfield. 
There are 31 dogs that work at the hospital, but they are always looking for more.  
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
10/1/19  
Optimism. Being a glass-half-full kind of person is not only good for your health, it can help you 
live longer. 



 
10/2/19  
Electric scooters. Injuries from riding electric scooters. 
 
10/3/19  
Breast cancer. October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. 
 
10/4/19 
Medication. Health concerns over a popular heartburn medicine. 
 
10/7/19  
Heart disease. The link between heart disease and oral health. 
 
10/8/19  
Triple E. The state health department urging residents to protect themselves from the rare 
mosquito-borne virus. 
 
10/9/19  
Breast cancer. During Breast Cancer Awareness month a reminder that while rare it can happen 
in men. 
 
10/10/19  
Flu shot. Why you should get a flu shot. 
 
10/11/19  
Cancer. Karmanos Cancer Institute is holding its 9th Annual Cancer Symposium on Saturday. 
 
10/14/19 
It's Breast Cancer Awareness month. Your race may play a role in the disease. 
 
10/15/19  
Medicare. Things to consider during open enrollment. 
 
10/16/19  
Breast cancer. A study to see if yoga can help some breast cancer patients manage pain. 
 
10/17/19  
Concussion. New research looks at healing after a concussion. 
 
10/18/19 
Ketogenic diet. How this popular diet can affect some skin conditions. 
 
10/21/19  
Exercise. Is there a better time to exercise for your health? 
 
10/22/19  
Playdates. Not all parents are excited when their child goes to a friend's house for a playdate. 
 
10/23/19  
Cancer. Why more people may want to get genetic testing for cancer. 
 
10/24/19 
Bullying. It can be tough for young people to manage their food allergies which can be serious, 
even life-threatening. On top of that some children with food allergies are bullied because of 
their condition. 



10/25/19 
Halloween. How to help kids with food allergies enjoy the holiday. 
 
10/28/19  
Toothaches. A new guideline when it comes to treating toothaches. 
 
10/29/19  
Halloween safety. How to choose a costume that drivers will see. 
 
10/30/19  
Artificial sweeteners. Concerns about children consuming foods and drinks with artificial 
sweeteners. 
 
10/31/19  
Halloween candy. Expert advice to keep your teeth healthy. 
 
11/1/19  
Flu. Get a flu shot. That's the word from the state health department. 
 
11/4/19 
Cancer. How much do you know about cancer?  The third annual National Cancer Opinion 
Survey is out. 
 
11/5/19  
Antibiotics. Why some adults may want to re-think how they're using them. 
 
11/6/19  
The flu. Protect yourself against the flu.  That's the word from the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services. 
 
11/7/19  
Grief and the holidays. The holiday season is a time of joy and fun too many, for others grieving 
the loss of a loved one it can be difficult. A local organization wants to help. 
 
11/8/19 
Loneliness. Loneliness is not only bad for your health it could kill you. 
 
11/11/19  
Childhood obesity. Childhood obesity is an epidemic in this country. A new report says the 
number of children in a family may play a role. 
 
11/12/19  
Allergies. Are you allergic to penicillin or is it an adverse reaction you're having? 
 
11/13/19  
Vaping. Vaping and e-cigarettes have been linked to lung damage even death. 
Now concerns about harming the heart. 
 
11/14/19  
Germs. It's cold and flu season.  Do you know the best way to cough or sneeze to stop the 
spread of germs? 
 
 
 
 



11/15/19  
Exercise. Exercise is good for your health, but a study looks at why some people are skipping 
their workout. 
 
11/19/19 
Depression. How good are parents at spotting depression in their middle or high school kids? 
 
11/20/19  
Diabetes. Diabetes is a growing epidemic worldwide, but there are ways you can lower your risk 
for Type-2 diabetes. 
 
11/21/19  
Stress. Feeling stressed? You're not alone according to a new survey. 
 
11/22/19 
Antibiotics. Why taking an antibiotic is not always the best medicine. 
 
11/25/19  
Flu. How to protect yourself from the flu during the holiday season. 
 
11/26/19  
Dating. The impact of having a boyfriend or girlfriend in high school. 
 
11/27/19  
Papa Pals. Eighty-percent of older adults want to remain in their homes and communities as 
they age. Now a local health insurance company, is the first in the state to make that happen 
with a new program for some of their members. 
 
11/28/19 
Insomnia. Insomnia's a common sleep disorder. Left untreated it can increase your risk for 
serious health problems. 
 
11/29/19  
Eye injuries. A lot of children use paintball and airsoft guns, but these are not harmless toys. A 
new report sees a rise in eye injuries. 
 
12/2/19  
Screen time. Toddlers are spending more time then health experts advise on phones, tablets 
and computers. 
 
12/3/19  
Diet apps. Childhood obesity is on the rise so are diet apps for teenagers a good thing? Think 
again say some experts. 
 
12/4/19  
Poison Control. Just because a substance like marijuana is natural it doesn't mean it's without 
health risks for children and adults. 
 
12/5/19 
E scooters. Injuries and e-scooters. 
 
12/6/19  
Holiday heart. The holidays are a time for family, friends and food. But for some eating the 
wrong foods can put them at risk for a heart attack. 
 



12/9/19  
Cell phones. Caution when using your smart phone. The electronic devices are sending some 
people to the hospital. 
 
12/10/19  
Charity. Teaching kids about helping others. 
 
12/11/19  
Water births. What you should know if you're thinking about giving birth in the water. 
 
12/12/19  
Smartphones. If you're thinking about gifting your child a phone for the holidays you may want 
to have some guidelines in place. 
 
12/13/19  
Flu. Many children and caregivers are not protected against the flu according to a new report. 
 
12/16/19  
Hearing loss. A report finds more people with hearing loss may benefit from a cochlear implant. 
 
12/17/19  
Anxiety. Advice for getting through the holidays if you suffer from anxiety. 
 
12/18/19  
Alcohol. After work drinking can be a fun way to bond with your co-workers, but experts say it 
can also lead to alcohol dependency. 
 
12/19/19 
Pets. A national survey says not as many pets will be given as gifts this holiday season. 
 
12/20/19 
Flu. The health department says the flu is spreading through the state. 
 
12/23/19 
Acid reflux. More than a third of U-S adults suffer with acid reflux according to a new report. 
 
12/24/19  
Artificial sweeteners. A new report finds using a sugar substitute may lead to weight gain. 
 
12/25/19  
Holiday feelings. A poll looks at feelings during the holidays. 
 
12/26/19  
Opioids. A University of Michigan report finds a simple way to stop opioids from getting in the 
wrong hands. 
 
12/27/19  
The flu. The flu virus is keeping Metro Detroit clinics busy. 
 
12/30/19  
Health advice. Would you take your health advice from an athlete, celebrity or wellness 
advocate on social media? 
 
12/31/19  
Cheat days. Is a cheat day every week helpful or hurtful to your weight loss goals? 



 
Made In Michigan 
 
10/2/19 
Smith and Company in the Cass Corridor offers gourmet dining that supports the local economy 
by using locally sourced food to make recipes with an International flair. 
 
10/9/19 
Bees In the D teams up with a local distillery to make bourbon-inspired honey and honey-
inspired bourbon.  They stored both in barrels to soak in the flavor. 
 
10/16/19 
A Macomb County engineer and his wife start the Great Lakes Pickling Company, inspired by 
his mother's love of gardening. 
 
10/23/19 
Uncle Peter's Pasties makes healthier pasties using only whole foods, and no-hormone, locally 
sourced meat.  There is also a gluten-free option. 
 
10/30/19 
Local grandmother is the owner of Oma's Bath Creations, making bath and body products for 
men, women and dogs in her kitchen. 
 
11/6/19 
Koeze Peanut Butter has been making the concoction in Wyoming, Michigan for 100 years 
using just well-chosen peanuts and salt. 
 
11/13/19 
Milford-based Jill Jewel's makes pendants, necklaces and earrings from spent bullet shells. 
 
11/20/19 
The Stinson Soldering company makes personalized necklaces that feature the name of any 
town the buyer wants, as well as jewelry from Michigan sourced Petoskey stones. 
 
11/27/19 
"From Michigan With Love" promotes snacks and beverages for the holiday season that are 
made in Michigan. 
 
12/4/19 
A Hemlock, Michigan tinsmith invents a fire claw, allowing those burning a campfire to move 
around logs without getting burned. 
 
12/11/19 
Owner Crawford Wolfe uses a saw to chop up bricks from abandoned building for the Motor City 
Brick Company, making them decorative to represent local landmarks and brands. 
 
12/18/19 
Pingree Detroit hires veterans to hand-make luxury leather goods using veterans that are 
worker-owners.  They even make sneakers. 
 
12/25/19 
Macomb County woman's homemade salad dressings were so popular with her family that she 
decided to bottle and sell them under the label "Grandma Luckey's." 
 
 



Car Chronicles 
 
10/1/19 
We're seeing more partnerships in the auto industry.  Ford Chairman Bill Ford talks about why 
they are tying up with India's Mahindra. 
 
10/2/19 
Ford expands a program to plot out new mobility solutions.  We talk with Ford Mobility strategist 
Angela Ayers. 
 
10/3/19 
It looks like the GM strike is going to last a while.  Anderson Economic Group CEO Patrick 
Anderson says the costs of the strike are starting to mount. 
 
10/4/19 
We test drive the Honda Passport. 
 
10/7/19 
Is the world's opinion of Detroit's auto industry changing?  Michauto President Glenn Stevens 
says the image of Detroit and its industry is becoming more positive. 
 
10/8/19 
The nation's car dealers come out in support of USMCA.  We hear from Charlie Gilchrest, chair 
of the National Automobile Dealers Association. 
 
10/9/19 
5 G could have a big impact on cars.  We discuss with ATT Michigan President Mark Lewis. 
 
10/10/19 
The GM strike could delay the launch of the company's important SUV's.   We talk with LMC 
Automotive analyst Jeff Schuster October 11, 2019.  We test drive the Audi Q3 
 
10/14/19 
Ford will offer some connectivity features for free.  We talk with Jason Sprawka who directs the 
customer experience at Ford. 
 
10/15/19 
We take a first drive in the all new Corvette. 
 
10/16/19 
As the strike at GM comes to a close, it looks like the cost is growing.  We tally them with 
Patrick Anderson of the Anderson Economic Group.  
 
10/17/19 
Ford has big plans for charging electric vehicles.  Matthew Stover, who's in charge of Charging 
Infrastructure at Ford says they have a number of options from home charging stations to apps 
that locate charging locations 
 
10/18/19 
We test drive the Lincoln Aviator. 
 
10/21/19 
People aren't warming up to future technology.  We talk about it with Kristin Kolodge, who 
studies new technology for JD Power and Associates. 
 



10/22/19 
Experts don't think it will be hard to pattern GM deal at Fiat Chrysler and Ford.  We talk with 
Wayne State University Business Professor Marick Masters. 
 
10/23/19 
Consumer Reports wants better crash test dummies.  Director of auto operations testing 
Jennifer Stockberger says we need more dummies that reflect average sized women. 
 
10/24/19 
Ford had to fix a lot of Aviators and Explorers.  CEO Jim Hackett says they wanted to make 
sure things were right. 
 
10/25/19 
We test drive the Audi E Tron. 
 
10/28/19 
How do you make drivers more comfortable with new technology?  We talk about it with Jeff 
Klei, North America president of Continental. 
 
10/29/19 
Automatic Pedestrian braking systems are not equal.  We talk about that with David Harkey, 
who's President of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. 
 
10/30/19 
We talk with Mopar President Mark Bosanic about the vehicles they are bringing to SEMA. 
 
10/31/19 
Ford will be shuffling its product lineup a lot in 2020.  Sales chief Mark LeNeve talks about some 
of the changes. 
 
11/1/19 
We test drive the Heavy Duty GMC Sierra. 
 
11/4/19 
Can your seat keep you awake?  We get a demonstration from Dick Ferguson of Comfort 
Motion Global. 
 
11/5/19 
We talk with labor experts Harley Shaiken and Art Wheaton talk about Rory Gamble, who was 
recently named acting president of the UAW. 
 
11/6/19 
We talk with GM engineer Kimberly Fortinberry about STEM education. 
 
11/8/19 
We test drive the Ford Escape. 
 
11/11/19 
We get the opportunity to experience a Waymo self-driving vehicle in Chandler Arizona. 
 
11/12/19 
We're seeing more electric crossovers.  EY analyst Kevin Roberts says that could bring in more 
customers. 
 
 



11/13/19 
Hyundai is planning more green vehicles, electrics, hybrids and fuel cells.   We talk with product 
planner Mike O'Brien from Hyundai. 
 
11/14/19 
American vehicles are slipping a bit in the latest Consumer Reports reliability study.  We talk 
about it with the publication's head of auto testing Jake Fisher. 
 
11/15/19 
We test drive the BMW 850i. 
 
11/18/19 
Ford unveils the Mustang Mach E electric crossover.  Ford North America President Kumar 
Golhatra talks about some of the back story behind the vehicle. 
 
11/19/19 
From the Los Angeles Auto Show, we talk with McKinsey senior partner Hans Werner Kaas 
about changes in the luxury vehicle market.   
 
11/20/19 
Lincoln unveils a plug-in hybrid version of its Corsair SUV--the Grand Touring.  We talk about it 
with Joy Folotico, who is in charge of the Lincoln brand. 
 
11/21/19 
Why is the Ford Mustang Mach E controversial?   Edmunds.com analyst Jessica Caldwell says 
there's nothing wrong with using the Mustang name on an electric crossover. 
 
11/22/19 
We test drive the Mustang Shelby GT 500. 
 
11/25/19 
Police agencies are moving more to SUV's.  We talk with David Callory, who's in charge of 
police vehicle programs at Fiat Chrysler. 
 
11/26/19 
Nissan has a new version of its important Sentra.  We talk about the vehicle and the small car 
market in general with Scott Shirley, who is in charge of marketing at Nissan. 
 
11/27/19 
Fleet sales are very important in December and in early 2020.  We get an explanation from Cox 
Automotive Senior Economist Charlie Chessborough. 
 
11/28/19 
Is GM looking at an SUV version of the Corvette?  CEO Mary Barra will only say they look at a 
lot of different ideas. 
 
11/29/19 
We test drive the Toyota Supra. 
 
12/2/19 
How hard will it be to ratify the new Fiat Chrysler contract?  We discuss it with Marick Masters, a 
business professor at Wayne State. 
 
 
 

http://edmunds.com/


12/3/19 
Supplier Aptive plans to show off its next generation self-driving vehicle at the upcoming CES 
show.  We talk about it with Aptive Chief Technical Officer Glen DeVos. 
 
12/4/19 
Ford is making parts out of a waste product from coffee.  We get the explanation from Ford 
Tech Leader Debbie Milewski. 
 
12/5/19 
GM is going to build batteries at a new plant in Ohio.  We talk about what this means for 
Michigan with GM CEO Mary Barra. 
 
12/6/19 
We test drive the Lincoln Corsair. 
 
12/9/19 
Why do cars need new architectures?  Michal Crain of Continental says drivers need more 
processing power 
 
12/10/19 
Toyota has a plug in hybrid version of its most popular vehicle, the RAV-4.  We talk with Vice 
President Bob Fay about the RAV 4 Prime. 
 
12/11/19 
Chevy has all new versions of its Tahoe and Suburban.  We talk about them with marketing 
exec Matt Trepanni.   
 
12/12/19 
More people are lonely, and car companies are trying to figure out how to incorporate that in 
their marketing.  We talk with Ford Futurist Cheryl Connelly 
 
12/13/19 
We test drive the Subaru Legacy. 
 
12/16/19 
The auto show's charity preview is changing.  Show chairman Doug North tells us that they are 
adding an outside event. 
 
12/17/19 
Some people still haven't heard the word about the dangers of Takata Airbags.  We talk with 
Patrick Juneau, whose job is to reach the unreachable.  
 
12/18/19 
Fiat Chrysler CEO Mike Manley and PSA CEO Carlos Tavares explain what their merger will 
mean for jobs. 
 
12/19/19 
What can be done about the rising number of pedestrian deaths on freeways?  We talk with 
Jessica Ciccino of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
 
12/20/19 
We test drive the Cadillac XT 6. 
 
 
 



12/23/19 
Hyundai has learned a lot from buyers of its new Electric Kona SUV.  We discuss it with product 
planning director Mike O'Brien. 
 
12/24/19 
Ford engineer Gary Jablonski tells us how they are adding over the air updates for their 
software, and why that's good news for consumers. 
 
12/25/19 
SUV's have helped Lincoln Sales.  We talk about that growth with Lincoln brand chief Joy 
Folotico. 
 
12/26/19 
The odds of a recession are becoming less likely says Guido Vildosa of IHS Markit. 
 
12/27/19 
We test drive the Volkswagen Arteon. 
 
12/30/19 
Where should your plug in hybrid be in electric mode?  We talk about a unique experiment with 
Ford's John Lipp.  
 
12/31/19 
The big CES show is becoming more about automobiles.  We talk with Gary Shapiro, head of 
the Consumer Electronics Association.  
 
 
Detroit Skills 
 
10/7/19 
WANT TO GET IN SKILLED TRADES BUT NO HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA? THERE'S HELP. 
MICHIGAN SCHOOLS SOUTHEAST PROVIDES IN-HOUSE EDUCATION. 
 
10/14/19 
MASONS ARE IN HIGH DEMAND. ARTISTIC PEOPLE THAT LIFT HEAVY STUFF. 
 
10/21/19 
MICHIGAN REBUILDS INFRASTRUCTURE, OPERATING ENGINEERS IN HIGH DEMAND 
AS A RESULT. 
 
10/28/19 
IN DEMAND SKILLS FOR IN-DEMAND JOBS. COLLEGE AND CAREER ACCESS CENTER 
IN JACKSON SAYS WELDER IS ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT-AFTER SKILLED TRADE 
WORKER. 
 
11/11/19 
TECHNOLOGY IN THE WORKPLACE TAKES THE RIGHT KNOW-HOW IN AN EVER-
CHANGING ENVIRONMENT. INDUSTRY 4.0.  
AUTOMATION ALLEY 
 
11/18/19 
REAL ESTATE TAKES A LOT OF NEW SKILLS - A DIFFERENT INDUSTRY THAN IT WAS 
TEN/20 YEARS AGO. YOUNG PEOPLE NOW PURSUING REALTY. ONLINE/APPS USED 
NOW FOR SELLING HOMES. 
 



11/25/19 
ONE OF THE HOTTEST FIELDS RIGHT NOW IN SKILLED TRADES? ROBOTICS, PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. ENGINEERING SOCIETY OF DETROIT. 
 
12/2/19 
TOP TIER JOB IN THE SKILLED TRADES IS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. 
 
12/9/19 
VETERINARIAN TECH IS A HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER SKILLED TRADES JOB. 
 
12/16/19 
PARENTS - SHOULD YOUR KIDS GET INTO THE SKILLED TRADES? SECURITY, AND 
PROFITABILITY ARE TWO MAIN REASONS INC MAGAZINE CITES FOR ENCOURAGING 
THE TRADES. 
 
12/30/19 
TRYING TO GET PEOPLE WITH SKILLS TO MOVE TO MICHIGAN FROM OUT-OF-STATE 
TO FILL THE TALENT GAP.  


