
Quarterly Significant Issues Report 

Period 4: October 1 - Dec. 31, 2020 

Compiled by John Voket – Director of Public Affairs – Connoisseur Media (CT) 

 

This quarterly significant issues report reflects concerns facing our local communities, 

and details how our radio station is responding through weekly public affairs 

programming, news reports, PSAs and streaming content. Our award-winning public 

affairs program, ‘For The People’ is locally produced by Public Affairs Director John Voket, and features multiple, extended 

focus segments and local PSAs.  

 

The producer regularly interacts with residents, representatives of local, regional and national organizations, as well as 

visiting political and community leaders to help ascertain issues and initiatives relevant to listeners. These sources help 

qualify programming decisions and identify guests attempting to understand, explain and/or address these concerns. The 

producer also monitors daily news reports to stay informed, and to respond quickly when incidents or issues require more 

detailed or expanded focus.  

 

This quarter, our programs included reporting on: Abilis SibShops - SHUand42: A Subway Series Celebration - 
Exercise And The Brain - Breast Cancer Awareness - Workforce Alliance / 'Recovery Works' - CT Coalition to End 
Homelessness - CT Green Bank Heat Pump Loans - Adult Family Living Initiative - RWJF Childhood Obesity Study - The 
Rowan Center - CTDPH Flu Shots & COVID update - The Southport CoLAB / Literacy How - Open Enrollment Focus: 
ConnectiCare / Sen. Matt Lesser - Special Report: Cybersecurity - Alzheimer’s Foundation of America - ALICE 2020 
Report - Stop & Shop’s Nutrition Partners - Partner In Lyme - Encore: CT Center for Economic Analysis - Encore: UNH 
Chief Diversity Officer - Adam's House - 2020 State of Lung Cancer - CT Epilepsy Advocate - CBYD Virtual Certification - 
Clean Energy/Green Jobs Report - Recovery Network of Programs - Techstars Startup Week @ SHU - Marijuana Policy 
Project - AARP Connecticut / Livable Communities - The Patient is U Foundation - Back Yard Beekeepers Assoc. - CT 
Lead Poisoning Prevention and Control Program - CT Paid Leave Authority - Compassion & Choices - COVID Posing 
Challenges To Gyms 
 

Our program occasionally features a series or “special report” - extended focus on a particular theme, or multi-faceted 

coverage on more broad or complicated issues. Our specials and series continue to focus on Connecticut's organic farms, 

farmers and gardeners; stigmas facing individuals with disabilities or mental health issues; water preservation and 

conservation; big draw municipal events like the Barnum Festival and the International Festival of Arts & Ideas; residents' 

opinions about how state government and leadership are affecting their economic well being and quality of life; the ways 

new research and treatments are helping discover cures and treatments for cancer and other life threatening diseases. 

‘For the People’ aired Sunday mornings at 5 am and each program is available after broadcast as a podcast on our station’s 

website and on iTunes. Two to four local PSAs are aired during each program promoting numerous causes, agencies, 

charities or programs serving our listeners.  

This quarter, our PSA notifications informed listeners about: AARP Livable Community Grants - Hiring Disabled 

Initiative w Autism Speaks, Best Buddies, Special Olympics - Green Village Initiative, Bridgeport - CT Humanities 

COVID Relief Grant Program - Artists Sunday - Swim Across Sip n' Shop - WBDC Emergency COVID Relief for Childcare 

Providers - Education Access @CBYD - AAA Daylight Savings Safety - CCADV 10th Annual Fundraiser - CT Technology 

Council Women of Innovation STEM Awards - Beardsley Zoo Endangered Species Virtual Gala - CT DSS Identity Theft 

Announcement - CT Red Cross Holiday Fire Safety - BBB Holiday Pet Scams - CT Ins Cmms COVID Vaccine PSA - Circle Of 

Care Childrens' Cancer Support - Center for Prevention & Counseling Educator Peer Support - ALA Vaping Prevention 

for Kids - Griffin Health COVID Testing 
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NEWS reports – news reports are 4 minutes and air at top and bottom of every hour 6 - 9am. Occasional breaking reports of 

significant news events are made when deemed appropriate.  

 

Thirty-second TRAFFIC reports air three times hourly weekday mornings between 6a – 9a; and twice an hour from 4- 7pm. Reports of 

significant traffic events are made at other times when deemed appropriate by management or on-air staff.  

 

In 2020, For The People continues focusing on critical community issues related to: 

 

● Aging / Veterans (A/V) – Highlighting people, programs, local, state, or regional agencies, and/or legislation - 

and how they respond to critical issues involving Connecticut veterans and/or our maturing population.  

 

● Environment / Agriculture (Ev/Ag) – focusing on issues, local agencies and/or initiatives that may impact, 

protect, preserve, and/or enhance the environment and Connecticut's agricultural sustainability. 

 

● Government / Volunteerism (G/V) – promoting governmental or political issues or political leaders - and 

'boutique' or hyper-local causes partnering with - or requesting station and/or staff assistance - because they recognize 

our broadcast platform's value, and the responsiveness we inspire throughout our listening area. 

 

● Health / Safety (H/S) – highlighting issues, agencies, and activities specifically related to health and/or safety. 

 

● Social/Racial Justice (SRJ) - agencies and/or individuals educating, engaging, or promoting Social and/or 

Racial Justice issues or programs. 

 

● Workforce / Consumer / Tourism (W/C/T) – reporting on initiatives, agencies, or programs dealing with local, 

state, national and/or global economic situations affecting Connecticut and/or the communities we serve; economic 

and workforce development; and/or programs directed to consumer education/protection; along with focusing on 

events or activities related to the state's tourism industry. 

 

● Youth / Education (Y/Ed) – responding to education-related issues and/or concerns facing those under age 21 

across Connecticut and our listening area.  

 

Each 'For the People' segment report designates its related area(s) of coverage; approx. length and time of airing. As 

public affairs director, I make every effort to ensure each significant issue is addressed during at least one program 

each quarter. The extended nature of our program presents opportunities to include more than one significant issue 

or area of coverage to be addressed in a particular segment, series, 'Special Report,' or entire program. And since ‘For 

the People’ is syndicated regionally and webcasts / podcasts globally, subject matter may contain content of national, 

regional and/or state-wide interest as well as community-specific impact. 

 

Everyone at Connoisseur Media is proud of the efforts and energy our staff contributes through company initiatives and 

individually in their own communities. We invite you to review our public affairs coverage below as evidence of our 

broadcast commitment to those communities and listeners across the State of Connecticut. 

 

John Voket 

Director of Public Affairs - WPLR / WEZN / WFOX / WEBE / WICC 

440 Wheelers Farms Rd, Suite 302 

Milford, CT 06461 / 203-783-8285  

john.voket@ConnoisseurCT.com 
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Issue 

Related 

To 

Guest / Cause  Responding to Community, Regional or Statewide Issue 

Airdate, 

Time & 

Duration 

   
Our 4th Quarter public affairs and PSA schedule continued to focus 

heavily on information and issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

H/S 

Y/Ed 
Abilis SibShops 

How can I help my child understand and get along with their special needs 

siblings and others with disabilities? 

We checked in with Abilis, a nonprofit serving more than 700 

developmentally disabled individuals and their families to learn more about 

a program they offer called SibShops, combining recreation, discussion and 

information for siblings who endure the good  — and sometimes 

uncomfortable — aspects of having a sibling with a disability. 

10-04-20 

5:02am 

15m 

SRJ  

Y/Ed 

SHU's Chief 

Diversity & 

Inclusion 

Officer 

Are colleges investing in recruiting a diverse student body and 

administrative staff to support students of color? 

We helped introduce Sacred Heart University's new VP for Advancement 

and Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer to discuss how the institution is 

broadening inclusion opportunities for both students and staff. 

10-04-20 

5:17am 

20m 

A/V  

H/S 

Dr. Wendy 

Suzuki 

Where can aging listeners or their loved ones learn more about preserving 

and enhancing critical brain functions as they grow older? 

We talked about all the positive effects of exercise on your brain with Dr. 

Wendy Suzuki, a Professor of Neuroscience and Psychology at the New York 

University Center for Neural Science, who shared a number of ideas and 

tips ahead of a series of workshop on the subjects she was prepping for 

residents of several regional Senior Living communities. 

10-04-20 

5:39am 

15m 

H/S 

Breast Cancer 

Awareness w 

Dr. Elizabeth 

Riordan 

What are some of the latest developments in breast cancer care, 

prevention, and recovery? 

Our October Breast Cancer Awareness month reporting bringing in Dr. 

Elizabeth Riordan — a board certified specialist in breast surgery from the 

Waterbury HEALTH network with nearly a quarter century of hands-on 

experience working with breast cancer survivors for an informed and 

heartening conversation focusing on some of the positive news regarding 

breast cancer research, awareness, and recovery. 

10-11-20 

5:02am 

15m 

H/S 

W/C/T 

 CT Workforce 

Alliance 

'Recovery 

Works' 

Initiative 

Have state agencies stepped up to support businesses grappling with opioid 

addiction among members of their workforce? 

We featured an important update on the recognition of and recovery from 

opioid addiction and the workplace. Our guest from Connecticut's 

Workforce Alliance 'Recovery Works' initiative reviewed all the latest 

information supporting state employers and workers, and a look back at a 

recent round table workshop the Alliance hosted focusing on the issue. 

10-11-20 

5:17am 

20m 

H/S 

 CT Coalition 

to End 

Homelessness 

Has the pandemic impacted the state's growing homeless population, and 

how are communities responding? 

This segment circled back with the CT Coalition to End Homelessness, as 

promised - to get the latest on how COVID-19 is impacting our state's most 

vulnerable homeless population, and an update on activities at this week's 

CCEH Annual Conference. 

10-11-20 

5:39am 

15m 



Ev/Ag 

W/C/T 
CT Green Bank 

Can CT listeners get financial help to install more energy efficient 

heating/cooling systems? 

We spent some time promoting the newest CT Green Bank program to help 

homeowners and landlords convert to heat pump energy technology. Our 

guest reviewed details about this low interest rate, no money down option 

for heating, cooling, filtering, and taking care of hot water service. 

10-18-20 

5:02am 

15m 

A/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

CT Adult 

Family Living 

Program 

Are there any programs to help support family caregivers who want to 

keep aging and compromised loved ones at home? 

Then we're circling back with Assisted Living Services focusing on another 

important state sponsored program for helping keep aging loved ones safe 

at home and well cared for without creating a huge financial hit for live-in 

caregivers through the Adult Family Living or AFL initiative. 

10-18-20 

5:17am 

20m 

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Robert Wood 

Johnson 

Foundation 

Childhood 

Obesity Report 

Is the pandemic having any effect on childhood obesity trends? 

Our very special guest from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation unveiled 

a brand new and comprehensive report on childhood obesity - and how the 

COVID pandemic is exacerbating the trend - especially for children of color 

and others in financially distressed households throughout Connecticut. 

10-18-20 

5:39am 

15m 

H/S 
The Rowan 

Center 

Where can victims of domestic violence in lower Fairfield County turn for 

help and protection? 

Thanks to this pandemic we've all been inducted into the world of doing 

everything virtually - even fundraising, so we welcomed The Rowan Center 

- working hard since 1979 serving and supporting victims of domestic 

violence to discuss the center's critical mission and how listeners could help 

by signing on to build a holiday gingerbread house virtually. 

10-25-20 

5:02am 

15m 

G/V 

H/S 

CT Dept of 

Public Health 

Could this year's influenza season push COVID burdened regional 

healthcare facilities over the edge? 

We brought in an epidemiologist with the CT Dept of Public Health to hear 

how the flu stands to complicate our already overburdened healthcare 

system in this COVID era - and how listeners could play a role in minimizing 

that pressure on our healthcare systems by getting a flu shot. 

10-25-20 

5:17am 

20m 

Y/Ed 

 The Southport 

CoLAB / 

Literacy How 

Has the pandemic made educational equity less attainable for my child? 

This segment invited listeners concerned about their kids' educational 

equity to learn more about educational inequality and the role they could 

play in improving it in their own community, by participating in a round 

table discussion sponsored by The Southport CoLAB and Literacy How. 

10-25-20 

5:39am 

15m 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

Special 

Report:Open 

Enrollment -  

ConnectiCare  

When does the next state healthcare program open enrollment begin? 

November 1 - the day of this broadcast - marked open enrollment on the 

CT Health Insurance Exchange. So we brought in a representative from one 

of the original exchange providers - ConnectiCare to help listeners 

understand everything they needed to know if they were preparing to sign 

up. 

11-01-20 

5:02am 

27m 

G/V 

H/S 

Special 

Report:Open 

What should residents be warned about as open enrollment begins? 

This 11/1 program also welcomed State Senator Matt Lesser, co-Chair of 

11-01-20 

5:28am 



W/C/T  Enrollment - 

CT Senator 

Matt Lesser 

Connecticut's Insurance & Real Estate Committee with a heads-up on a 

number of healthcare products the CT Insurance Dept was recommending 

they should avoid - particularly those issued through Health Care Sharing 

Ministries (HCSMs), along with several other discount, or risk-sharing 'junk' 
health plans being solicited in the state. 

21m 

A/V  

H/S 

Y/Ed 

Alzheimer's 

Awareness 

Month - 

Alzheimer’s 

Foundation of 

America 

What kind of resources are available to help listeners understand and get 

assistance following an Alzheimer's diagnosis? 

The Nov. 8 show focused on two critical health concerns getting a lot of 

attention in November. We opened with the CEO of the Alzheimer’s 

Foundation of America and learned how that organization is working to 

support, educate, and advocate for those affected, and their hero 

caregivers and loved ones during Alzheimer's Awareness Month. 

11-08-20 

5:02am 

15m 

A/V 

H/S 

SRJ 

W/C/T 

United Way of 

Connecticut - 

ALICE 2020 

Has the United Way done anything lately related to its ALICE report? 

We helped introduce the newly-seated President of the United Way of 

Connecticut and got an analysis of the agency's ALICE 2020 report. And we 

learned how United Way was planning to bring a host of experts together 

for a series of virtual town hall events addressing some of the key 

challenges to households that are ALICE - Asset Limited, Income 

Constrained, and Employed. 

11-08-20 

5:17am 

20m 

H/S 

National 

Diabetes 

Month 

Where can folks with diabetes access practical nutritional information? 

Since November was also National Diabetes Month we closed with a 

Registered Dietician who was part of a team that Stop & Shop put together 

along with a robust set of resources to help everyone in the community 

who is living with or trying to prevent diabetes. 

11-08-20 

5:39am 

15m 

G/V 

H/S 

Partner In 

Lyme 

How can someone get help paying for Lyme Disease treatment? 

In this segment we learned how one mom's agonizing journey to diagnose 

Lyme Disease in her teenage daughter had grown into one of the region's 

newest nonprofits - Partner In Lyme. We learned how this organization was 

helping folks meet the financial burden that Lyme Disease can bring, and 

how listeners could help at their first virtual fundraiser in early January. 

11-15-20 

5:02am 

15m 

G/V 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

CT Center for 

Economic 

Analysis 

Could legalized cannabis help offset state losses due to COVID response? 

We got some sobering news, and maybe a little spark of hope as we 

replayed our late September chat with the CT Center for Economic 

Analysis. We heard the latest on jobs and household income growth, how 

they are being impacted by the COVID pandemic, and how legalized 

cannabis could go far toward propelling Connecticut out of the sorry 

economic state we find ourselves in right now. 

11-15-20 

5:17am 

20m 

SRJ  

Y/Ed 

Dr Lorenzo 

Boyd - UNH 

How can law enforcement agencies begin addressing disparities in their 

policies related to racial justice? 

We replayed a conversation with the new Vice President for Diversity and 

Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer at the University of New Haven - Dr 

Lorenzo Boyd who also heads up the UNH Center for Advanced Policing and 

is a nationally recognized authority on community policing and racial 

justice. We'll discuss police practices, movements to defund police 

agencies and identify the all important crossover point where racial justice 

comes into play. 

11-15-20 

5:39am 

15m 

G/V  Adam's House  Is there somewhere young people could go for grief support following the  11-22-20 



H/S 

Y/Ed 

traumatic death of a loved one? 

We visited with Adam's House to remind listeners about free bereavement 

support through “Helping Hearts Heal,” an 8 week, peer -supported 

program transforming life after loss from an isolating experience into one 

enriched by community support, friends & forward movement. 

5:02am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

H/S 

2020 State of 

Lung Cancer 

How is Connecticut doing responding to issues related to lung cancer? 

As we move through Lung Cancer Awareness Month, we helped share some 

important news about the great progress Connecticut is making addressing 

lung cancer with out contact at the American Lung Association. We talked 

about some of the advancements and pointed to some hard work that still 

needs to be done, as evidenced in the 2020 State of Lung Cancer report. 

11-22-20 

5:17am 

20m 

G/V 

H/S 

CT Epilepsy 

Advocate 

Where can CT residents diagnosed with Epilepsy access resources? 

During Epilepsy Awareness Month, we dropped in for an annual visit with 

the CT Epilepsy Advocate to find out the kinds of resources being provided 

for the thousands of folks across the state living with epilepsy. 

11-22-20 

5:39am 

15m 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

New CBYD 

Virtual 

Training 

Is there somewhere to access free resources about safe excavating? 

Maybe it was getting too cold for a lot of commercial or household projects 

involving excavation, but residents planning to do any digging before next 

spring or beyond heard about a brand new educational resource and 

certification program from Call Before You Dig that could help ensure any 

deep dig projects at home or on the job - progress more safely. 

12-06-20 

5:02am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

W/C/T 

Green Jobs 

Where can I learn about Green Job opportunities developing in the state? 

We exposed listeners to new job opportunities that are opening up in the 

new year with a panel of guests digging into the state's first ever clean 

energy and green jobs study produced through the Joint Committee of the 

Energy Efficiency Board (EEB) and the Connecticut Green Bank. 

12-06-20 

5:17am 

20m 

H/S 

Recovery 

Network of 

Programs 

How can someone get help for an addiction that is getting out of control? 

We introduced listeners suffering with addiction and their loved ones to 

Recovery Network of Programs - a private, non-profit, social service agency 

which has been serving the Greater Bridgeport Community since 1972 

restoring hope, health, and well being for individuals and families in a 

recovery environment.  

12-06-20 

5:39am 

15m 

W/C/T 

Y/Ed 

Techstars 

Startup Week 

Where can someone access resources if they are planning to launch a new 

technology startup? 

This segment welcomed the new Dean from the Jack Welch College of 

Business & Technology at Sacred Heart University talking about Techstars 

Startup Week - a free five-day virtual conference that was open to the 

public and hosted by SHU featuring inspirational mentors, entrepreneurs, 

professors, and industry experts from across the nation. 

12-13-20 

5:02am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

G/V 

H/S 

SRJ 

W/C/T 

CT Coalition 

to Regulate 

Marijuana 

Is Connecticut any closer to legalizing recreational cannabis? 

We brought back the senior legislative counsel at the Marijuana Policy 

Project which funds the CT Coalition to Regulate Marijuana to catch up on 

news about the state's continuing efforts to legalize recreational pot use 

and access, and got the latest following a virtual forum on the subject with 

a panel of diverse legalization proponents. 

12-13-20 

5:17am 

20m 

A/V 

G/V 

AARP Livable 

Communities 

Has AARP picked it 2020 Livable Communities Grant recipients yet - and if 

so, where are their projects happening?? 

12-13-20 

5:39am 



Grant  We checked in again with our friends from AARP Connecticut, which had 

just selected five Livable Communities Grant recipients to hear about their 

quick-action projects rolling out across Connecticut to help make 

immediate improvements or jumpstart long-term progress that will support 

residents in their communities and the state. 

15m 

G/V 

H/S 

Mitigating 

Lead Hazards 

Does lead paint still pose any significant health risk in our communities? 

We replayed a segment reminding residents about the lingering dangers of 

lead with an environmental sanitarian from Meriden - who is part of a 

larger statewide effort to remind residents about all the places where lead 

could still be lurking in places where kids and others could still be exposed 

- and how that lead exposure can be remediated forever. 

12-20-20 

5:02am 

15m 

Ev/Ag 

Back Yard 

Beekeepers 

Assoc 

Are there any practical benefits of starting a small back yard beehive? 

In this segment,we caught up with the Back Yard Beekeepers Association to 

learn why becoming even a simple backyard beekeeper could be one of the 

best holiday gifts listeners could give themselves, their families, their 

communities and the environment - and why holiday time is the best time 

of year to get into beekeeping. 

12-20-20 

5:17am 

20m 

A/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

The Patient Is 

U Foundation 

Is there any institution concentrating on training medical professionals to 

develop better patient relations? 

For anyone who has ever had a bad experience with an uncaring medical 

professional, we chatted up The Patient Is U Foundation, which is helping 

medical practitioners enhance humanistic, compassionate patient care with 

unsurpassed "customer service" and sharing its philosophies with patients as 

well as institutional and non-institutional healthcare providers - anyone 

who comes into contact with patients or their families.  

12-20-20 

5:39am 

15m 

G/V 

W/C/T 

CT Paid Leave 

Authority 

Why are new deductions coming out of my pay beginning in January? 

As we approached the January 1 launch of CT Paid Leave program - which 

offers Connecticut workers the opportunity to take time to attend to 

personal and family health needs without worrying about lost income - we 

checked in with the CEO of the CT Paid Leave Authority to help employers 

and employees better understand the program.  

12-20-20 

5:02am 

15m 

A/V  

H/S 

Compassion & 

Choices 

Is there any type of effort to address end of life decision making especially 

considering the number of COVID deaths that impacted the state in 2020? 

For anyone who heard about Connecticut U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal's 

new legislation to promote advance care planning and end-of-life care - we 

helped frame that new national effort with the CEO of Compassion & 

Choices, the nation’s largest and oldest end-of-life care advocacy 

organization to discuss how the proposed bill will help empower everyone 

to chart their end-of-life journey, as well as new and similar legislation 

poised for debate in the Connecticut statehouse this year. 

12-20-20 

5:17am 

20m 

G/V 

H/S 

W/C/T 

COVID Impacts 

On Gyms & 

Health Clubs 

How are local gyms coping with the COVID-19 restrictions they have been 

facing since last winter? 

In this final segment of 2020, we touched base with a CEO overseeing 32 

Planet Fitness locations across Connecticut, since gyms remained one of 

the hardest hit businesses during the pandemic. As the state continued to 

navigate the second wave of COVID-19 fallout, his industry faced ongoing 

threats of shutdowns or stronger restrictions So we heard about why this 

12-20-20 

5:39am 

15m 



 

might be such an ultimately unhealthy move for gyms and their patrons. 

       


