
KGO-TV 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

 

QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
AND 

RELATED PROGRAMMING 

 

THIRD QUARTER - 2010 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

During the third quarter of 2010, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM & 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  8:00-9:00AM / 9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the third quarter of 2010, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Seven on Your Side 
Consumer issues, and Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- This live, local talk show provided a proactive 
dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay Area.  It included a mix 
of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news updates that offered 
information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and entertainment, fashion, food, 
pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, women’s issues and safety. 
 KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang hosted this program that aired 
weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm through September 10, 2010. 
 
7 LIVE: New, live, topical talk show engages viewers and guests in real-time 
candid conversations about the people and things making news including social 
networking, pop culture, entertainment, tech news and politics, all moderated by 
Brian Copeland, Lizzie Bermudez and Jennifer Jolly.  This program aired 
weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm premiering on September 13, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the third quarter of 2010, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
ABC 7 TOP SCHOLARS:  
This program promoted academic excellence by honoring the Bay Area’s top 
achieving graduating high school seniors.  ABC 7 Top Scholars awards $1000 
scholarships to six college-bound high school seniors.  To qualify, these 
outstanding students exhibited exemplary skills in presentation, writing, and 
leadership, and are profiled in this 30 minute special.  This program aired on 
Sunday, July 25

th
, 10:30-11:00am, and on Sunday, August 1

st
, 3:30-4:00pm. 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This encore program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  It aired on Sunday, August 1

st
, 3:00-

3:30pm. 
 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This original program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  It premiered on Sunday, September 26

th
, 

11:30am-12:00pm. 
  
VAN GOGH, CEZANNE, GAUGIN,   
THE MUSEE D’ORSAY COMES TO THE DE YOUNG: 

Treasured works by the famous Post-Impressionist painters Van Gogh, 
Cézanne, Gauguin and more are coming to the de Young Museum in San 
Francisco on loan from the Musée d'Orsay in Paris.  Join ABC7's Spencer 
Christian as he travels to Paris to uncover the stories behind the treasured 
paintings before their arrival at the de Young Museum in San Francisco.   This 
program premiered on Sunday, September 19

th
, 4:00-5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SPONSORED EVENTS 
 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule: 
 
7/1/10 – 7/9/10           
California Historical Radio Society (7/17)  
Moolah for Mutts (7/10)  
 
7/10/10 – 7/23/10         
Jewish Film Festival (7/24 – 8/9) 
Munchkin Kids Fun Run (7/25) 
 
7/24/10 – 8/6/10           
SF Theater Festival (8/8/10)  
Menlo Charity Horse Show 40

th
 Year (8/10-8/15)  

Abrazos and Books: A Tribute to Young Scholars (8/7)  
 

8/7/10 – 8/20/10           
Canine Companions for Independence: Bone Appétit (9/12)  
Organization of Chinese Americans, San Mateo Chapter (9/11) 
Macy’s Passport (9/24)  
 
8/21/10 – 9/3/10           
Staglin Family Vineyard Music Festival for Mental Health (9/11)  
SF Center for the Book (9/19)  
Solano Stroll (9/12)  
                                     
9/4/10 – 9/17/10           
Mill Valley Fall Arts Festival (9/25-9/26)  
Swords to Plowshares (11/11)  
San Jose Mariachi Festival (9/16-9/26)  
 
9/18/10 – 9/30/10         
Lorraine Hansberry Theatre 30

th
 Anniversary (10/16/10)  

Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Center Pool Toss (10/12)  
Hatwalk – Asian American Cancer Support Network (10/16)   
 
 
 

 



 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the third quarter of 2010, KGO-TV aired over 900 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics, and also included a number of locally produced 
Hispanic Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this quarter 
included:  Oakland Zoo.org, Give Kids A Smile, March of Dimes, Feeding 
America.org, Drunk Driving Prevention, Diabetes Management, U.S. Department 
of Health Services, Partnership For A Drug free California, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Community of Veterans.org, National Crime Prevention, East Bay 
Parks, Ronald McDonald House, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Hope Hospice of 
Dublin, Seniors League.org, and Peninsula Habitat for Humanity. 

* * * * 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES  

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 CRIME ISSUES 

 HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 
Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
 

ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 21, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:37 

Subject: 

San Francisco was exploring a controversial method to get homeless alcoholics 
off the streets and into housing.  The plan would house them with taxpayer 
dollars, and allow them to continue drinking.  The streets were home to dozens 
of chronic alcoholics who clogged the emergency medical system and city jails. 
For example, a self described drunk had been arrested 128 times and 
hospitalized 50 times.  The mayor supported the concept, but a doctor with 40 
years in the field of addiction medicine believed the houses would allow for 
severe alcoholics to keep killing themselves.  A similar program in Seattle saved 
$4 million the first year alone.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 11, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 
Length:       2:42 

Subject: 

Homeless advocates held a protest by refusing to leave Santa Cruz City Hall 
after moving there overnight from the county courthouse to protest the city's 
camping ban.  Homeless advocates felt it was a civil rights issue, and hoped 
their presence activated change.  Santa Cruz police cited one man for sleeping 
by the City Hall fountain, and regardless of protests by homeless advocate 
groups, the city was not holding back enforcing its overnight public sleeping ban. 
 A group of homeless advocates had been camping on a patch of lawn outside 
the county courthouse since the 4th of July in protest of the sleep ban.  Sheriff's 
deputies eventually arrested nine people and issued 24 citations for illegal 
lodging and other violations.  They said there was no other place to go. 

 
 

 

 

 



 (Economy / Recession cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 13, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length:       2:42 

Subject: 

Thousands of Bay Area homeowners facing foreclosure attended an event in 
Oakland meeting with experts about modifying home loans.  It was the second 
day of a five-day event put on by Chase Bank.  A bank official said the #1 reason 
people wanted to modify their loans was unemployment.  Folks were employed 
when they took out the loan and either both or at least one of the borrowers had 
been impacted by employment.  Some homeowners were angry. Earlier in the 
week a coalition of Contra Costa County families, labor and community allies 
converged on a Chase Bank in Richmond to present it with a $16 billion bill for its 
role in the foreclosure mess. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 13, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length:       1:46 

Subject: 

Hundreds of employees at the liquor store chain BevMo are pushing to unionize 
the company, after some very bad news.  Longtime employees learned they 
would be part-time, which meant they could lose their medical and 401K benefits 
at the end of the year.  Employees teamed up with the United Food and 
Commercial Workers Union at Jack London Square.  Many veteran clerks got 
letters saying they were immediately demoted to part-time status.  BevMo said 
they reduced hours to weather the economic storm and that the 163 former full-
time workers would not lose their health coverage until 2011.  Then a company 
health benefits spokesperson said the company would extend health care 
coverage for those employees who were moved from full to part time status 
through 2011. 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 17, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:18 

Subject: 

More Californians found themselves out of work as the state's jobless rate 
increased to 12.4 percent last month, up from 12.3 percent in July. California 
employers shed another 33,000 jobs in August.  A man who had been out of 
work for over two years was living off his retirement savings and caring for his 
dependent brother.  He was one of nearly one million Californians that had been 
out of work for longer than six months.  



(Economy / Recession cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 24, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length:       1:00 

Subject: 

A new study said two million Californians had lost their health insurance since 
the recession began three years before.  The study by UCLA researchers said 
California had 6.4 million uninsured residents before the downturn began in 
2007, and that grew to 8.4 million uninsured in 2010 -- that equaled one fourth of 
the population under age 65.  The report blames high unemployment for loss of 
health benefits.  "Just about half of Californians got their coverage through 
employer-based coverage and so when the economy gets tough and people lose 
their jobs and health coverage.  The study said the number of uninsured 
residents went up in every single county, but in the Bay Area, the rate was lower 
than the state average.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 14, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 
Length:       2:01 

Subject: 

Postal officials in Sunnyvale said there was a dramatic increase in the number of 
carriers injured by dog bites.  Some at the Postal Service attributed the rise in 
dog attacks to the recession, meaning more unemployed people were at home 
when the mail was delivered.  So when the homeowner comes out to pick up the 
mail, the dog can escape.  This caused postal management to mail out letters to 
every single resident in Sunnyvale reminding dog owners that if they didn't 
control their pets, they won't get their mail.  The owner of an out of control dog 
could be cited and sued.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Economy / Recession cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:15 

Subject: 

The city of San Francisco was moving forward with an innovative plan to bring 
more life to an already lively neighborhood. The idea is to turn eyesores into 
mini-stores.   Several "pop up stores" expected to be housed in recycled 
shipping containers.  Twenty five spruced up boxes would be hooked up to water 
and electricity and installed on empty lots owned by the city.  The land was in the 
Hayes Valley neighborhood near City Hall part of the path of what was the old 
earthquake damaged Central Freeway.  The plan was to turn a parking lot and 
empty parcel into restaurants, art galleries, a beer garden and shops.  The 
Merchants Association and other neighborhood groups were on board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 24, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length:       2:33 

Subject: 

A nonprofit independent investigative group found that despite hard 
economic times charter schools were thriving.  Flexibility was a main 
reason why charter schools were growing.  At a San Jose charter school 
students spent about three-quarters of the day in regular classrooms with 
teachers and the rest of the day in learning labs where they got 
individualized instruction.  They had a longer school day, from 8am to 4pm 
and tutoring as needed.  Unlike traditional public schools they had a merit 
pay system for teachers, something the Obama administration supported. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 21, 2010 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:11 

Subject: 

Students at two South Bay community colleges were having a particularly difficult 
time in getting the classes they requested.  Budget cuts eliminated many core 
classes at Foothill and De Anza colleges where they lost $20 million in state 
funding in 2010.  This cut in their budgets resulted in a cut in some 500 classes.   
About 7,000 students were on waiting lists for very badly needed courses. 
Resources were so limited that the board of trustees was asking voters in the 
district for help.  Demand for community colleges was at an all time high not only 
for young students, but also for older unemployed workers going back to school 
to update their resumes. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 29, 2010 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:43 

Subject: 

Hundreds of parents with children in state operated daycare centers 
marched in Fremont to protest the state's overdue budget.  Lawmakers and 
the governor said they were close to a deal, but parents with children in 
child care centers tried to put added pressure on by organizing a big march 
and rally.  Kids marched alongside their parents who were calling for an 
end to the state's record budget impasse. 



(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 7, 2010 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 
Length:       2:00 

Subject: 

The Richmond City Council approved $1.5 million to help keep Richmond 
schools open.  Two elementary schools were on the chopping block, but it was 
the potential closing of Kennedy High that attracted the most concern.  School 
officials and parents argued that Kennedy was a small learning community, test 
scores were up, but merging Kennedy High with students from different parts of 
town could spark more gang violence.  Rivalries between the city's north, central, 
and south sides had been deadly.  West Contra Costa County schools lost $39 
million in state money. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 15, 2010 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 
Length:       1:54 

Subject: 

Officials in the Alameda School District were considering a radical option to save 
money.  The idea is to close half of the city's schools to cut costs, but it was a 
consolidation plan that would essentially create mega-schools, with a significant 
age gap.  One option was to create two giant high schools for 7th thru 12th 
grade.  There was concern among parents that students might not adapt very 
well.  Elementary schools could also become mega K-6 schools with up to 1,000 
students, with K through third grade class sizes ballooning to 32 students per 
teacher.  Even with all these cuts. The district said it could still be short up to $12 
over the next two years. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 3, 2010 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 
Length:       2:20 

Subject: 

Novato schools were facing a problem that most school districts would like to 
have.  Novato Schools were over-enrolled and the situation had angered a lot of 
parents.  The large enrollment meant more money for the school district, but the 
excess number of students would have to be reassigned to meet classroom size 
requirements. 100 students were affected, and one parent was told her child 
could go back to the originally assigned school if a spot opened up.       
 
 



(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 8, 2010 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 
Length:       2:22 

Subject: 

Many Bay Area preschools and learning centers supported by the state 
were facing closure.  This was due to the lack of funds during the state 
budget stalemate.  At one center in East Palo Alto teachers were not 
getting paid.  An instructor explained that banks did not understand when 
they’re told that the mortgage can’t be paid.  With credit maxed out, staff 
working without pay, some of the neediest and hard working families in the 
community were struggling.  Finding resources to continue operating didn’t 
come easy because banks were not willing to offer them loans. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 16, 2010 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:38 

Subject: 

Tests results showed that students across the state were improving 
academically.  For eight consecutive years public school students made steady 
academic progress.  52% were reading at grade level or above and, 48% were 
proficient or advanced in math.  Some Bay Area school districts including San 
Francisco did even better than the state average, despite significant budget 
cutbacks.  Some districts adopted innovative programs aimed at keeping scores 
on the rise.  San Francisco schools adopted the Reading Workshop program 
that let students read at their own pace and level to acquire a passion for 
reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 15, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:12 

Subject: 

A playground in Santa Clara that was popular with neighborhood kids and 
students from the nearby elementary school was in desperate need of repairs.  
So a viewer recorded video of the problem and emailed it to KGO-TV.  The 
swings and monkey bars were covered in rust.  The head of Santa Clara County 
Parks looked at the playground and said everything would be fixed.  The city 
wanted to eventually replace that entire playground and build a restroom at the 
park. They were looking for grant funding to help pay the $700,000 price tag. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 29, 2010 (11:00 – 11:30AM) 

Length:       2:44 

Subject: 

A massive march and rally was held in Fremont and Oakland in a one day 
protest over day care issues. The 41 child care centers closed for a 
demonstration saying they hadn't been paid by the state since July 1

st
 and credit 

and reserves were running low.  Families said the state's childcare subsidy 
allowed them to stay self-sufficient and work to pay for food, rent and so on.   But 
if the new state budget cut subsidies, then hundreds of state-funded childcare 
facilities could permanently close.  Many parents were terrified that they would 
not be able to keep their jobs. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 28, 2010 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:58 

Subject: 

Oakland police believed gang members had shot up a house on Seminary 
Avenue in East Oakland early in the morning, wounding a 6-year-old girl.  
The girl’s mother believed the shooters were after her 18 year-old brother. 
By day it was a quiet family neighborhood, but neighbors said it changed at 
night.  Police said the neighborhood was a known hot spot for narcotic and 
gang activity. The family's garage door was recently tagged with graffiti.  
The investigation could move slowly since Oakland's gang taskforce had 
been dismantled. 

 



(Youth cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 25, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length:       2:24 

Subject: 

A group of Oakland parents was protesting the upcoming closure of child 
development centers and after-school programs due to state budget cuts.  
Preschoolers and students in grades 1-3 would be redirected to other sites.  In 
all, 800 students would be affected by the closure of seven centers. The school 
district says it couldn’t afford to keep them open.  A parents' support group 
suggested putting volunteers at the centers until the funding was restored. 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time:  August 27, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length:        2:05 
Subject: 

The Oakland School District announced that it found money to keep open five of 
seven state-funded childcare centers and preschools that had been scheduled to 
close.  Earlier angry parents had said they would find a way to keep the centers 
open, even if it meant staffing them with volunteers.  "We're trying to send a 
message to the state we're going to do whatever it takes to keep our centers 
open," an Oakland Parents Together spokesperson said.  The school district 
believed it wasn’t practical to open the centers with volunteers for a variety of 
reasons, mainly liability. 
 

7 LIVE (Local) 
Date/Time:  September 16, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 
Length:        4:57 
Subject: 

This segment featured two fathers who had lived through the ordeal of a child 
being kidnapped.  They discussed “Ride for Their Lives” and awareness 
campaign they created to tell parents and children what they needed to know if 
they had to deal with a stranger abduction.  The two Dads cycled from point to 
point across the country to draw attention to their campaign.  One of the men 
was Ed Smart, the father of Elizabeth Smart who was abducted 2002 and made 
it home several months later.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Youth cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 14, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 
Length:       2:03 

Subject: 

A popular chain teen clothing store in San Jose was adding a controversial 
new line to its inventory -- maternity wear.  The popular retailer was known 
for trendy, affordable clothes for young people. The maternity line was only 
offered in stores in five states, and in three of those states, including 
California also had the highest teen pregnancy rates in the country.  
Groups that offered teen support classes were concerned about how 
selling a maternity line in a store frequented by teenagers, would be 
interpreted.  In a statement, reps said the company did not create, design 
or distribute the line to target or appeal specifically to pregnant teens. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 21, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length:       2:27 

Subject: 

Santa Clara County prosecutors were looking into the possibility of charging a 
San Jose Police Officer with false imprisonment.  It started when a San Jose 
motorcycle cop, also the step-father of a 14-year-old girl, decided to scare the 
girl's 15-year-old boyfriend to keep him from having sex with her.  According to 
the boy's parents, the officer pulled up to their house in full uniform, told the boy 
he was going to arrest him for sexual assault and threw the cuffs on him.  He 
later took the cuffs off and left with a warning, but the boy's parents complained, 
claiming the officer abused his power.  Then police arrested the boy for real and 
charged him with having unlawful sex with a minor.  The officer's step-daughter 
was also cited for having sex with a minor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CRIME ISSUES 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 26, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       2:55 

Subject: 

Violence on the streets of East Oakland claimed the life of a 13-year-old boy the 
night before.  He was shot while walking with his brother near 61st and Bancroft 
avenues, a few blocks from the middle school where he graduated in June.  
Police didn’t have a motive for the killing, and were asking the public for help in 
the case.  The boy was the sixth person to be killed in Oakland in a week.  There 
was a $15,000 reward for information leading to an arrest in this case.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 20, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:36 

Subject: 

The Chief of the San Francisco Police Department said the investigation into its 
crime lab problems was over.  The chief had set new systems and policies 
designed to prevent the scandal from happening again.  He shut down the crime 
lab after a criminalist stole cocaine evidence.  Seven hundred seventy drug 
cases were dropped, cases the district attorney hoped to salvage through re-
testing.  The scandal forced much of the drug analysis to be done in the field by 
officers trained to analyze suspected narcotics.  Police officials credit the field-
testing for putting less of a burden on crime labs.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 16, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       1:17 

Subject: 

Crime scene investigators had been on the scene of a shooting involving two 
Concord police officers since the early morning hours.  When the officers saw a 
man walking on Clayton Road they believed fit the description of a suspect 
wanted for outstanding warrants for robbery they tried stopping him to talk.  
That's when investigators say he pulled out a gun, and the two officers fired their 
weapons at him.  The suspect, a man in his early 20s, was taken to John Muir 
Hospital.  Traffic advisories for the area were issued while the investigation was 
in progress. 



(Crime cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 15, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:02 

Subject: 

New information obtained from a jail interview with a man charged for a shoot-
out in July with the highway patrol on 580 in Oakland revealed his intentions.  He 
said that he hoped to start a revolution by killing liberal activists.  Officers said 
they made a traffic stop after watching the suspect weave through lanes at 
excessive speeds.  He was wearing body armor and had an arsenal of weapons 
in his car.  The gunfire exchange ripped through the metal and glass of CHP 
cars.  The suspect said he wasn't speeding and that he fired back in self-
defense.  He admitted at first he was on a mission to kill people at two non-
profits in San Francisco.  He faced several counts of attempted murder of police 
officers as well as other felony crimes.  
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 30, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length:       :48 

Subject: 

Oakland police arrested a 49-year-old man early this morning after he burst into 
Children's Hospital brandishing a gun and taking a nurse hostage.  The Oakland 
resident was arrested on suspicion of carjacking, false imprisonment and 
possessing a firearm as an ex-felon.  Officers quickly responded to the hospital, 
and the suspect surrendered after police formed a perimeter of patrol rifle 
officers.  There were no injuries.  The suspect also reportedly jumped on the 
hood of a woman's car at a nearby gas station just prior to the hospital incident.  
The woman called police, and before officers arrived, he fled on foot and ran into 
the hospital minutes later. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 9, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:42 

Subject: 

A 42 year-old Livermore mother of three was accused of having sex with 
young boys.  The suspect was held on more than $4 million bail.  She 
faced 67 counts of sexual assault for allegedly having sex with two boys 
starting when they were just 13 years old.  Police arrested her after 
someone found nude pictures of her on one of the victim's cell phones. 

 



(Crime cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 31, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:07 

Subject: 

In a major gang bust, part of a yearlong operation, 250 federal, state and 
local officials arrested more than 30 gang members, and many of them 
were high-ranking officials from the Nuestra Familia gang.  Authorities 
seized 12 guns, $15,000 in cash, methamphetamine, cocaine and 
marijuana.  Officers said they dealt a major blow to one of California's most 
notorious and dangerous prison gangs.  Attorney General Jerry Brown 
announced the crackdown on the gang that is believed to order hits, run 
drug rings and racketeering schemes inside several prisons.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 7, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:02 

Subject: 

Preschool had become an important tool in fighting crime, according to a report 
from Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, a San Francisco-based coalition of California 
law enforcement officials.  They said high quality preschool for at-risk kids and 
socio-economically disadvantaged families was especially powerful, and was 
proven to help them avoid becoming involved in crime, and avoid dropping out of 
school. The report also found that high quality preschool reduced special 
education placement in later school years. In the Bay Area, the estimated 
savings was $150 million per year, or about 10 percent of the $1.5 billion spent 
annually on special education. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 24, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       3:29 

Subject: 

Police departments across the country were set to host a prescription drug drop-
off. According to the S.F.P.D. 75% of prescription medicines that were abused in 
the U.S. came from family or friends and often from family medicine cabinets.  
Vicodin, OxyContin and other types of prescription medication end up being sold 
on the streets and used by people to get high.  Officials said teenagers were 
most likely to experiment with pharmaceuticals found in a family home.  That’s 
why the Drug Enforcement Administration was urging people not to hang onto 
them.  
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 7, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:04 

Subject: 

Bay Area doctors and engineers were teaming up to change the future of health 
care for infants. They were working on tools that catered to pediatric surgery 
because the medical device industry often didn’t make the investments needed 
to make tools to operate on children.  A pediatric surgeon at Stanford Children's 
Hospital and an accomplished engineer got together to develop desperately 
needed surgical instruments to use on the tiniest of patients.  It was a niche 
market that is widely ignored by big companies.  The federal government 
pledged one million dollars to help the team commercialize innovative tools. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 13, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:55 

Subject: 

According to an analysis by California Watch, women were more likely to have a 
C-section at a private hospital than at a public one.  From 1996 to 2007, the rate 
of C-sections rose 56 percent in California.  It turned out that the odds of having 
a Cesarean were greater at a for profit hospital than at a non-profit.  California 
Watch previously reported a dramatic increase in the state's maternal death rate 
and researchers were exploring the possible connection to the rise in C-sections.  
 



(Health & Medical cont.) 
 
  
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 23, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:47 

Subject: 

A new study found that mammograms did not save as many lives as 
previously thought.  These findings once again stirred up the debate of how 
often should women get routine mammograms.  The study showed that 
modern treatment was just as important as early detection.  It also pointed 
out that the awareness campaign surrounding breast cancer was another 
reason why fewer women were dying.  Doctors said women should know 
their risk factors; those with a strong family history should discuss it with 
their provider, and even consider getting genetic testing. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 23, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:24 

Subject: 

New technology for older patients suffering from a debilitating and deadly heart 
condition had been proven to dramatically improve survival.  It was designed for 
the sickest of the sick.  A team of Stanford heart specialists, including 
cardiologists and cardiovascular surgeons, were part of the research. 
Instead of open-heart surgery, a new valve is delivered to the heart with a 
catheter -- a far less invasive treatment for high-risk patients, and for some who 
were inoperable.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Health & Medical cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 16, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:03 

Subject: 

A new provocative TV ad that used images not words linked McDonald's to heart 
attacks and death.  People wondered if it would change eating behavior?  The 
ad showed a grieving wife next to her deceased husband holding a hamburger.  
At the end the golden arches appear.  McDonald's issued a statement that in 
part said the commercial was outrageous, misleading and unfair to consumers.  
An instructor of advertising and communications at the University of Santa Clara 
didn’t think it was going to be very effective. 
 

7 LIVE (Local) 

Date/Time: September 23, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 

Length:       5:00 

Subject: 

In this segment viewers and the audience were asked whether they would bother 
to check the wait time at a hospital emergency room before going there?  Two 
San Jose hospitals started posting emergency room wait times on their websites 
and offered users the same information via text message.  Users then could use 
the information updated every 30 minutes to decide which ER to head to.  
Doctors cautioned that people with serious injuries, heart attack or stroke 
symptoms should always call 911. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 9, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:00 

Subject: 

A new medical marijuana school opened in San Jose to serve the South Bay.  
The workshops were designed to provide students with knowledge about how to 
open their own medical marijuana dispensary, how to properly run the 
dispensary, how to cook with cannabis, how to grown their own cannabis.  San 
Jose city leaders were still grappling with the medical marijuana issue.  The city 
estimated there were 50 to 70 medical marijuana outlets in San Jose and city 
leaders were going to hold a community meeting to talk about how to best 
regulate medical marijuana dispensaries.  
 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 13, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       4:04 

Subject: 

Dramatic pictures told the story of the devastation and the heroic effort of 
emergency crews in the face of the San Bruno gas line explosion and fire.  But 
recordings of radio traffic from the tower at SFO, San Mateo Fire and Cal Fire 
showed how huge the response was to the explosion.  Some of the first reports 
of the San Bruno explosion came from commercial pilots over San Francisco 
International Airport.  The first fire crews on the scene did not quite comprehend 
what they were about to face.  But it was much larger -- so big, that they believed 
the false reports of a plane crash 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 11, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:17 

Subject: 

Fines paid by hundreds of drivers were being refunded because of a mistake 
uncovered by the ABC7 I-Team.  This was a highly-touted pet project of San 
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, a plan to ease traffic by targeting double-
parkers and cars stopped in transit lanes. But a simple glitch caused one big 
problem.  On 17 buses, the camera recorders failed to adjust for daylight saving 
time in March.  The clocks were off one hour, and technicians didn't catch it for 
more than three months. The MTA issued 510 tickets based on the wrong time.  
The mayor said "For all those folks that got those citations, all I can say is 'I'm 
sorry,' and it's a completely legitimate concern that should be addressed and you 
got to own up to it, so we're sorry, lesson learned and let's make sure we don't 
make this mistake again." 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                               (Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       5:03 

Subject: 

A criminal court case provided an inside look at some of the people behind the 
graffiti smeared across San Francisco.  At the center of the felony case was a 
24-year-old San Francisco woman who became increasingly bold with her 
graffiti, until she got arrested.  For six months, bloggers were tracking a new 
graffiti tagger on the San Francisco scene -- KKKatie. She hit Muni, the McKinley 
statue on Baker Street, even the authorized work of a street artist.  She was 
facing three counts of felony vandalism, felony assault with a hate crime 
enhancement and dissuading a witness. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 17, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       3:48 

Subject: 

An I-Team investigation into the San Francisco Police Department's 'Videogate' 
controversy was having an impact at the Hall of Justice. Disciplinary hearings 
were being delayed while the police commissioner considers the issues ABC7 
raised. Mainly, the long history of comedy videos inside the SFPD; had been 
used for years at Christmas parties and roasts. That was the officers' argument -
why discipline them when no one else got in trouble? 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 19, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       3:14 

Subject: 

The hearings into the San Francisco Police Department Videogate scandal 
erupted over the issue of race Thursday, with an officer and her African-
American lawyer in tears because of the questioning of a white attorney for the 
police department.  All the tension was over a scene that was not even part of 
the comedy video -- it was a hidden file on the DVD, meant only to be shared 
between the two officers in the clip.  The matter was expected to go to the Police 
Commission for a vote in about one month. 
 

 



                                             (Special News Reports cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 19, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       8:15 

Subject: 

The Director of the Petaluma Wildlife Museum admitted to personal use of 
museum accounts.  The museum's innovative program was one of a kind in the 
U.S. and a point of pride for many in the community. But the once thriving 
program was scraping for pennies.  The museum's board knew that the current 
director had been taking money from museum accounts for personal use. 
Producers obtained documents and checks that revealed the director spent a lot 
of museum money.  She said that she had no accountability in ten years, no 
help, and had nobody ask ... meaning, the amount of money that it took on a 
daily basis to keep the museum going.  Because the books were in such bad 
shape, no one could really say how much was missing. Museum insiders said a 
conservative estimate would be at least $30,000.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 11, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:51 

Subject: 

The terrifying gas line tragedy in San Bruno had many people wondering just 
how dangerous it was to live around a giant gas pipeline.  A pipeline safety 
consultant explained that most pipeline explosions occurred when construction 
crews accidentally cut into a line. That is what happened in Walnut Creek in 
2004, when five construction workers lost their lives.  According to the expert the 
large transmission lines had a better record, and were exceedingly safe since 
there was new technology to catch weaknesses or leaks in the pipes.  A major 
focus of the investigation was if people in San Bruno complained about smelling 
a gas leak did PG&E respond? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 19, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:56 

Subject: 

One of the last disciplinary hearings into the San Francisco Police Department's 
“Videogate” scandal finally got underway.  Officer Wendy Hurley wanted people 
to see what happened; she took the unusual step of requesting that her hearing 
be open to the public and to ABC7's camera. Hurley testified the lieutenants and 
captain authorized the comedy video. The department even paid for supplies 
used in the production; the defense showed invoices for videotapes, DVDs and 
other supplies.  Hurley also testified she had seen the department's older 
comedy videos, Christmas party and roast tapes, and that she felt comfortable 
participating in “Cops Gone Wild” because no one else had gotten into trouble 
before. 


