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During the first quarter of 2010, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM & 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the first quarter of 2010, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Seven on Your Side 
Consumer issues, and Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, local talk show of its kind provided a 
proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay Area.  It 
included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news updates that 
offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and entertainment, 
fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, women’s 
issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang hosted this 
program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the first quarter of 2010, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
 
THE DRIVE TO DISCOVER- CANCER BREAKTHROUGHS:  
In this special program, health and science reporter Carolyn Johnson took 
viewers to the front lines in the battle against Cancer, visiting Bay Area labs 
where researchers were developing new, cutting-edge treatments.  This program 
premiered on Sunday, March 14

th
, 6:30-7:00pm, and was repeated on Saturday, 

March 20
th

, 2:30-3:00pm. 
 
 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This original program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  It premiered on Sunday, March 28

th
, 

10:30-11:00am. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule: 
 
1/1 – 1/8/10         
Project Roadblock (anti-drunk driving campaign with Ad Council) 
 
1/9 – 1/22/10           
Mustard Festival (1/30 to 3/27)                            
AIDS/LifeCycle (1/24)  
SF AIDS Foundation 
 
1/23 – 2/5/10 
Help is On the Way (2/8)  
Spring Fling (3/12) Chinese Hospital, Julia Ling 
 
2/6 – 2/19/10           
Millbrae Lunar New Year Fest (2/20, 2/21)   
Ronald McDonald House at Stanford: Denim to Diamonds (3/6)  
Academy of Friends Gala (3/7) HIV/AIDS charities 
 
2/20 – 3/5/10           
Marine Mammal Center: Run for Seals (3/13)  
Children’s Discovery Museum: Family Night (3/13)  
 
3/6 – 3/19/10           
Asian Pacific American Heritage Foundation: Call for Nominations (through 3/26)  
Friends of Faith: An Evening with Condoleezza Rice (3/29)  
 
3/20 – 3/31/10           
Asian Law Caucus (4/9)                                   
March of Dimes: March for Babies (4/24) 
PBWC: Professional Business Women of California Conference (5/11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the first quarter of 2010, KGO-TV aired over 800 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics, and also included a number of locally produced 
African American Heritage Salutes.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this 
quarter included:  Oakland Zoo.org, Give Kids A Smile, March of Dimes, Feeding 
America.org, Drunk Driving Prevention, Diabetes Management, U.S. Department 
of Health Services, Partnership For A Drug free California, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Community of Veterans.org, National Crime Prevention, East Bay 
Parks, Ronald McDonald House, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Hope Hospice of 
Dublin, CARE, Seniors League.org, Depression Is Real.org, and Peninsula 
Habitat for Humanity. 

* * * * 
In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES  

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 CRIME ISSUES 

 HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 

VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: February 26, 2010 (3:00 -4:00PM) 
Length: 5:17 
Subject:  
This program segment featured a credit consultant who explained how the new 
rules governing credit card companies were consumer friendly and would make it 
easier to manage and control.  Some of the more significant changes involved 
the APR on cards, balance transfers, late payment penalties, and controlling how 
cards were offered to college students. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: February 4, 2010 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 5:05 
Subject:  
This report looked at why a bid on a South San Francisco City housing project 
was rejected, although it was lower than the winning bid.  The housing authority 
received a $174,000 stimulus grant to paint the exterior of 37 low-income 
housing buildings. Contractors were invited to submit bids, and one who hand 
delivered her bid said it was not opened along with 13 others out of 23 in total.  
The housing authority's executive director told her it wasn’t opened because it 
did not have the exact phrase "sealed bid -- do not open" written on it. The 
contractor thought it didn’t make sense to disqualify more than half of the bidders 
over a minor technicality.  She complained to the housing authority board, but 
they stuck by the decision.  The executive director and some board members 
refused to comment on the situation.                                
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: March 29, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 2:10 
Subject:  
This report reviewed how the $116 million San Jose budget deficit meant layoffs 
for hundreds of city workers.  Unless the city got major pay and benefit 
concessions from employee bargaining units, 878 positions would be eliminated. 
The biggest cuts were expected for police & fire, libraries, parks, and 
transportation.  The police officers association president said the layoffs were 
unreasonable, and the president of the firefighters local said losing five engine 
companies and one truck company would lead to a loss of lives and property.  
The city manager met with employee groups to discuss ways to solve the crisis. 



Economy / Recession cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 31, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       3:04 

Subject: 

This report explained how the closure of the NUMMI auto plant had a ripple 
effect on businesses that provided services, and suppliers of parts to the 
Fremont assembly line.  320 people lost their jobs at a Livermore company that 
supplied seats NUMMI used in every vehicle made at the plant.  A fifteen year 
employee of the supplier expressed his fear about not having a salary to support 
his family and pay his mortgage.  Employees at a popular diner in Livermore 
believed they would feel the economic impact of losing loyal customers that 
worked at the nearby NUMMI supplier. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 30, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:04 

Subject: 

Muni riders showed up at San Francisco City Hall to protest fare increases and 
service cuts recommended by the transportation agency.  The board declared a 
fiscal emergency due to Muni's budget crisis, and decided to cut service by 10% 
in the following year to make up for a $50 million budget shortfall.  A surprise $36 
million payment from the state could ease some of the problem in the following 
year.  Since the board declared a fiscal emergency, it was obligated to hear 
public comments.  A rider commented that the $23.8 million paid in overtime was 
not the fault of the bus drivers, but rather the board's for not managing the 
system.  A Muni operator asked the board to find a way to fix the budget without 
pitting the drivers against the people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy / Recession cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 25, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       2:21 

Subject: 

San Francisco's public transit system made as much as $180 million in 2009, but 
could have made millions more if everyone who used the system actually paid.  
One Muni official says it would be "transit nirvana" if everyone paid fares and the 
debate was on how to make that happen.  The agency faced a $56 million 
budget deficit in 2010, and after a hearing, one supervisor told ABC 7 the system 
lost $11 million because of cheaters.  Muni had long been known as an easy 
mark for people who wanted to ride without paying.  But after a critical city audit 
in 2009, Efforts to stop fare evaders were increased by conducting sting 
operations and adding the number of inspectors from just four to fifty. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 22, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       2:36 

Subject: 

A San Francisco activist known as a nuisance around City Hall helped bring in 
over $3 million in unpaid taxes just by being a watchdog.  He was an activist who 
used the city's "Sunshine Ordinance" to request copies of reports, letters, and e-
mails between city employees.  Some feel the sheer volume of his requests cost 
too much time and money, but he said "I try to make sure government is as open 
as possible and sometimes that's not always appreciated."  He read an article 
that reported an investment company had walked away from five San Francisco 
properties, and remembered there was a transfer tax for real estate.  So he e-
mailed the assessor's office and it turned out the city was owed nearly 
$3,500,000.  A city spokesman said "I do think at the end of the day, we're better 
off because we have good activists and a strong Sunshine Law and even if it 
makes my job difficult sometimes, we're a better city for having it." 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy / Recession cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 26, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:36 

Subject: 

The latest report on unemployment in California showed the rate stayed the 
same for two months in a row, and some experts say that was good news. It's 
still high at 12.5 percent for February. Twenty-thousand more lost their jobs and 
that wasn't counting the NUMMI auto plant layoffs.  Staff at the State 
Employment Development Department said a stabilizing unemployment rate was 
good because that had to occur before a job recovery could begin.  An 
unemployed family therapist believed the job market was starting to open up, 
and started getting call backs for interviews.  But as more budget cuts were 
being proposed, the state could cut back.  More than 23,000 public school 
teachers got layoff notices and health care workers could be affected by some 
social programs ending. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 19, 2010 (5:00 - 6:00AM) 

Length:       2:09 

Subject: 

The Oakland Unified School District posted an ad on Craigslist offering $300 a 
day for "emergency temporary teachers." It was a backup plan to protect against 
a threatened one-day strike.  The district could hire up to 2,500 substitutes for 
the planned one-day strike, and the temporary job offers could be extended if 
needed.  The Oakland Education Association wanted to put pressure on the 
district since teachers had worked without a contract since July 2008.  
Negotiations had stalled and wages and class sizes were at issue.  A union 
spokesman called the Craigslist job ad a frightening move.  The district hoped for 
a resolution with the union, but said planning was necessary as a precaution. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 1, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length:       1:57 

Subject: 

This report explained why dozens of parents spent the night in tents outside of 
an elementary school in Belmont.  Only twenty kindergarten spots would be 
available in the fall on a first come, first-serve basis, and siblings of already 
enrolled students would get priority. So some parents said they would rather 
camp out to get a space for their child than face a lottery system that the district 
had considered.  District officials said they were looking into putting a bond on 
the November ballot to raise money for new schools and improvements. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 15, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       3:15 

Subject: 

This report showed that Bay Area school districts were sending layoff notices to 
thousands of teachers.  San Francisco Unified issued the most pink slips.  
Budget safety nets were gone, so all of the layoffs could become permanent.  
San Francisco schools would not be able to count on the city's rainy day fund or 
any stimulus money.  The district proposed layoffs of 900 teachers and 
administrators, and also wanted to start two to four furloughs days per year. 

 



(Education cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 25, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length:      2:33 

Subject: 

This report profiled a girl in the fourth grade at a Redwood City elementary 
school.  She was fighting to save her teacher's job by donating her birthday party 
money.  She sent an invitation out to friends with a request for money instead of 
presents so she could donate it to her school.  Then instead of giving her friends 
goodie bags, her mom donated to the district's non-profit foundation in the 
children's names to help bring back one of 24 teachers pink-slipped in the 
Belmont-Redwood Shores School District.  The school principal forwarded the 
girl’s invitation to their State Assemblyman inviting him to make the girl's birthday 
wish come true.  He was quite impressed and said he would do everything he 
could in Sacramento to help the school district.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 28, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:       1:31 

Subject: 

This report coverage a protest by hundreds of high school students against cuts 
in education, but instead of the typical rally, it was more of a talent show.  
Students from four area high schools performed for a crowd of about 150 people 
in downtown Lafayette. They wanted to convince people to vote for Measure A, a 
parcel tax that would help offset budget cuts coming from Sacramento to local 
schools.  Supporters said they realized it was a tough economy to be asking 
people for money.  The parcel tax for residents in the area would amount to $112 
a year per parcel and it would be in place for five years. The money would go to 
the Acalanes Unified High School District. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Education cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 25, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:05 

Subject: 

This report showed why the San Lorenzo Unified School District received state 
recognition for its work and hands-on approach to keeping kids in school.  The 
school district's attendance team kept track of who missed school, who was late, 
and if it looked like it might be a problem.  Their goal was to do whatever could 
be done to keep students in school every day and on time.  San Lorenzo Unified 
was so diligent in its efforts that it was one of six districts the state recognized as 
a 2010 model program for dropout prevention.  The state schools chief was 
impressed with the district's early tracking of students starting in kindergarten, 
and with its collaborative approach to intervention, from law enforcement to 
counseling. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 22, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       6:11 

Subject: 

This report explained that according to California Public University records, 
nearly 180 campus buildings were dangerous to occupy during a major 
earthquake.  That was according to an independent, nonpartisan project of the 
Center for Investigative Reporting. It found that many schools had known about 
the problems for years, but in many cases failed to do anything about them. The 
investigation found that UC Berkeley had the most unsafe buildings. 71 of them 
were near or directly on the Hayward fault that seismologists said was long 
overdue for a catastrophic quake.  The UC system said it spent more than $1 
billion shoring up seismically unsafe buildings since 1979.  San Francisco State 
was in the process of renovating and upgrading its campus library to make it 
safer.  But the university still had students in buildings and parking lots that 
needed upgrading. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



(Education cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 18, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:16 

Subject: 

This report recapped how more marches and rallies would head to Sacramento 
over budget cuts to education throughout the state.  Education advocates were 
not suggesting education should be spared in order to cut other vital services. 
They intended to continue with marches and rallies across California, but also 
support solutions to the budget crisis.  The solidarity displayed against budget 
cuts to education earlier in the month, led to a march that started the following 
day in Bakersfield, continued through the Central Valley, and would end on April 
21 in Sacramento.  It was basically the same route followed by labor leader 
Cesar Chavez when he called for better wages for migrant workers. They wanted 
to convince lawmakers education spending should be at the top of their agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH ISSUES 
 

VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 17, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 

Length:        5:15 

Subject: 

This segment featured an early childhood educator and children's programming 
creator who discussed ways to get children to love reading.  This included 
explaining to the child what books are and how to use them.  Point to each word 
as you read, and make picture and word flash cards.  Praise the child, and make 
reading fun.  Teach nursery rhymes and songs, and get other family members 
involved in the activities.  Make a special place for children's books so the child 
can choose a book for reading and return it to its place.  Let the child see you 
read, and demonstrate that reading is part of everyday life.  Start a neighborhood 
reading club where children can share books and engage in book related 
activities, such as story-telling and play-acting. 
 
 
VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 17, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 

Length:        4:58 

Subject: 

This segment featured an expert who offered parents methods to teach their 
daughters how to protect them from domestic abuse.  Domestic abuse was so 
prevalent a problem in the United States that nearly 25 percent of women had 
reportedly been raped or physically assaulted by their intimate partner. In fact, 
research showed that 1.3 million women suffered abuse annually.  Some ways of 
prevention included: knowing the warning signs of a potentially dangerous date, 
model healthy relationship behavior in front of children, grow a child's self-
esteem through positive discipline and positive communication.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth cont.) 

 

VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 

Date/Time:  February 26, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 

Length:        5:09 

Subject: 

This segment discussed ways parents could find a balance between the amount 
of time kids spent in front of the computer and TV vs. offline activities.  A new 
study found children were spending 7.5 hours daily consuming media.  Some of 
the methods discussed included knowing what children were doing online, 
determining what online activities were the most important to them and why, 
have a family game night that didn't include electronics, and invite some of the 
child's friends over, and engage in family activities outside of the house and 
away from electronic screens.  Parents should be realistic that electronic media 
was part of the culture, but that didn't mean limits shouldn't be set. 

 

VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 

Date/Time:  January 26, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 

Length:        3:12 

Subject: 

This segment featured students from Novato's Lynwood Elementary who talked 
about taking part in the upcoming annual "Jump Rope for Heart" campaign.  
Students across the state would be jumping rope for health and for a chance to 
set a new Guinness World Book Record. Organizers of the event were hoping to 
get 80,000 folks jumping rope all at the same time.  A cornerstone program for 
the California Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
(CAHPERD), the annual "Jump Rope for Heart" campaign provided volunteers 
with the curriculum, training opportunities and tools to engage children and 
adults in jumping rope for fitness, while raising valuable funds for heart health 
and research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 23, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:        2:13 

Subject: 

This report announced that the Richmond City Council was about to vote on 
imposing a daytime curfew in an attempt to cut crime rates.  In the past 
Richmond Police would return kids to school after they were caught cutting class, 
but the new plan was to take them to an attendance center run by police. 
Parents then could face fines if their kids cut school, and would be obligated to 
pick them up.  Police conducted a four-day sweep and caught 425 students who 
should have been in school.  The chief of police said most crimes involving 
Richmond teens happened during school hours.  A school board member said 
some people were concerned about racial profiling since the district was two-
thirds Latino and African-American.  But the daytime curfew was working in other 
cities, and in nearby Benicia where it had been in place for 18 months, it really 
kept kids in school." 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 12, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:        1:54 

Subject: 

This report covered a meeting between teens and officers from the East Palo 
Alto Police Department.  The talk was held just before the first ever basketball 
game between officers and the staff and members of the club.  It was a night of 
getting to know their local police.  Alcohol, teen pregnancy, and drug abuse are 
just some of the topics covered, as well as some of the consequences for 
breaking the law.  The police officers who organized the question and answer 
period thought it would be an opportunity to build a relationship with the youth.  
They hoped that this type of activity would help build a bridge between youth and 
police and perhaps even reduce crime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 25, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        3:06 

Subject: 

This report covered a meeting of the Marin County Athletic League where they 
discussed replacing aluminum bats with wood ones.  This was after an estimated 
100 mph line drive hit a Kentfield pitcher in the head and left him critically injured 
and in coma.  The life threatening injury sparked change in the North Bay, where 
10 high schools agreed to stop using metal baseball bats.  Parents of other 
players came to ask the Marin County Athletic League to put a moratorium on 
metal bats for the remainder of the baseball season.  The league board voted 
unanimously to put a moratorium on metal bats for the remainder of this year's 
baseball season and replace them with wooden bats that don't strike the ball as 
hard.  Louisville Slugger donated 120 wooden bats and the San Francisco 
Giants tripled that. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 26, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:        2:40 

Subject: 

This report covered the decision to temporarily cancel the open gym-nights 
program for youth in San Pablo.  The popular after-school sports program was 
shut down after somebody fired 15 rounds outside of a school earlier in the 
week.  No one was hurt and the shooter left before police arrived, but bullets hit 
the walls while several teens played basketball inside the school gym.  Ironically, 
the basketball program was created to keep kids from getting into trouble, but 
gangs and guns were forcing many Bay Area communities to reevaluate how to 
keep people safe.  Officials wanted to continue to serve students and families, 
but didn't want to let what they thought was an isolated incident to stop 
something that is worthwhile. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRIME ISSUES 
 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 23, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       2:00 

Subject: 

Many San Ramon residents were locked in a fight with their police department 
over moving the headquarters to an empty commercial building temporarily for 
four years.  The police department was supposed to move to a new city center, 
but that project was on hold because of the bad economy.  The chief of police 
said the force had outgrown their dated facility, but some homeowners said 
it was not the place for the police, and there was concern about excess traffic 
24/7, and booking of arrestees.  The police chief said many of the residents' 
fears were unfounded.  He confirmed that the building would not contain a jail or 
holding cells, but that there would be a booking room.  The city council decided 
to move ahead with the building, but the residents who opposed the plan hoped 
they would change their minds. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 18, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:24 

Subject: 

Hundreds of people came out in Oakland to find solutions and to take a stand. 
Sick and tired of the daily violence their children were forced to grow up with, 
people came together to find ways to make their community safer.  More than 
300 people came to the event and even some speakers from the East Coast 
were there. People said what they saw in the fight against crime made them very 
happy and they wanted more of it.  Oakland's overall crime rate was down about 
one-third compared to the previous year.  The police chief said crime fluctuates 
five to seven percent, and when there were dramatic drops of 37, 27 and 30 
percent that meant they were headed in the right direction.  Anti-violence 
activists wanted more community outreach workers on the streets.  Outreach 
teams were going out to the most dangerous neighborhoods connecting people 
caught up in cycles of violence to opportunities. 

 
 

 

 

 



(Crime cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 30, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:29 

Subject: 

A state audit report blasted San Francisco's scandal-plagued police crime lab.  
The report exposed problems with the way evidence was handled by the lab, and 
that had put thousands of cases in jeopardy.  The police chief said the report 
confirmed just how much the crime lab had been neglected over the years. The 
district attorney's office dropped 500 drug cases while saying 1,400 other cases 
might have also been jeopardized.  The audit also found that the city's crime lab 
analysts had a tremendous workload.  Officials did not say when the lab would 
reopen, so all new drug cases were being outsourced and analyzed at other 
labs. The U.S. Justice Department lab was given 1,100 samples to be analyzed.  
All of the outsourcing was costing the cash strapped city $75 to $100 per 
sample. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 29, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:26 

Subject: 

This report covered the third attack on San Francisco's Muni T-line since 
1/24/10.  All three attacks happened within a few blocks of each other on the 3rd 
Street corridor, and all happened in evening hours.  An SFPD spokesperson said 
"we're dealing with suspects who are cowards, they are basically picking on the 
most vulnerable people who are harmless and they are just beating them up for 
no reason just to get a laugh."  In the first attack an 83-year-old man was kicked 
and punched on the same 3rd Street corridor, and he died two months later.  
This time, a 29-year-old man was attacked by a group of teenagers.  Police 
thought the group was randomly targeting people just for kicks.  Police increased 
their presence on the T-line, and said a lot of the officers were not in uniform, but 
undercover in street clothes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Crime cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 18, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       2:12 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a gang crackdown by police in North Oakland.  A number of 
crimes were linked to the street gang; robberies, witness intimidation, drug 
dealing and murders were just a few of them.  Investigators believed that the 
north side of Oakland had claimed at 11 murders in recent years.  They said the 
gang terrorized people living and working in that area for years, and hoped the 
court-ordered gang injunction would finally stop it.  Police believed the gang 
could be recruiting new members from local high schools.  The city named 19 of 
the most dangerous members in its injunction. If approved, the injunction would 
bar those members from gathering in a 100 block area.  A resident said she and 
her neighbors hoped it worked, and said anything would be an improvement.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: March 24, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:       1:56 

Subject: 

This report explained the new plan to get guns and shooters off the streets of 
Richmond.  City officials said if someone uses a gun they should go on trial.  
That change was expected to help eliminate a growing backlog of gun cases in 
Richmond.  Thousands of bullets were taken off the streets of Richmond in the 
previous three months. Police said they confiscated at least one gun each day 
and that created a backlog of cases which made it harder to convict.  Richmond 
would have a special prosecutor dedicated to expediting and building stronger 
gun crime cases with stiffer penalties. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 9, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:       1:56 

Subject: 

This report looked at a state lawmaker's plan to place more police officers at 100 
high schools in California's highest crime areas.  The assemblyman behind the 
plan said some high schools were a breeding ground for gangs.  He wanted to 
pay for the extra officers through an increase in vehicle license fees for cars 
valued at $50,000 and up.  The Oakland School district liked the plan because 
their district was the only one in the Bay Area that paid for its own police force, 
about $6 million a year. 



(Crime cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 28, 2010 (11:00 - 11:30PM) 

Length:       :50 

Subject: 

This report covered a march by community activists through San Francisco's 
Mission District to remember some of the city's youngest victims of violence.  
They stopped to pray at several spots in the Mission where young people 
had been killed.  They ended with a rally at the 16th Street BART station, where 
they protested planned city budget cuts to after-school programs and youth 
groups.  Organizers said they we're united to work together and bring change 
and peace to the community, to save lives, to get people out of gangs and into 
alternatives, to help parolees stay out of jail.  They believed 1,000 children in the 
Mission District would have to find new things to do with their time if the budget 
cuts were passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 21, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:        2:36 

Subject: 

This report explained that Bay Area lawmakers were unified in support of the 
national health care bill.  This led to conservatives calling for change at the ballot 
box in November.  California lawmakers were at the center of some of the most 
heated moments of the Sunday debate and it was a debate that went on and on. 
 Republicans said that focus on lawmakers' own states weighed down the bill 
with too many earmarks and they made every effort to stop it.  Across the aisle 
from their conservative Southern California colleagues, liberal Bay Area 
Democrats had nothing but praise.  A group of Tea Party activists demonstrated 
above Highway 24 in Lafayette Sunday afternoon. They told ABC7 they realized 
their protest would not change any minds in Washington, but said they hoped to 
get some support in the East Bay and planned to take their revenge at the ballot 
box in November. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 23, 2010 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length:        2:20 

Subject: 

This report explained that Kaiser Permanente, California's largest provider of 
managed care, disputed reports that a last-minute change in the national health 
care bill benefited the provider.   That was one claim critics of this legislation 
were making.  Kaiser said claims by lobbyists and others that the part of the bill 
allowing tax-exempt insurers like Kaiser to pay a fee on only half their premiums, 
amounted to special treatment.  Quite the contrary, said a statement from Kaiser: 
"Under the reconciliation bill, plans like Kaiser Permanente would pay 
significantly more tax than it would have under the Senate bill."  They estimated 
the new fee would amount to $500 million per year.  Although they had concerns 
about the new fee structure, Kaiser issued a statement that was generally 
supportive of the bill, and pledged to work with law makers as it moved toward 
implementation. 

 

 

 



(Health & Medical cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 19, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:        2:42 

Subject: 

This report covered a noisy protest over health care reform in Pleasanton that 
briefly shut down the on and off ramps to Interstate 580 at Foothill Road in the 
afternoon.  It even surprised police when about 200 people showed up to protest 
the health care bill. That sparked a counter protest as another 100 people turned 
out to show their support for the bill.  The protest started outside the office of 
Rep. Jerry McNerney, D-Pleasanton, and moved to the freeway overpass.  The 
demonstrators were making their case for and against the historic health care 
reform bill lawmakers would vote on over the weekend.  It originally was going to 
be a "Tea Party" rally against the health care bill.  Both sides were hoping to 
influence McNerney's vote that he was leaning towards voting "yes." 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 16, 2010 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length:        2:12 

Subject: 

This report explained that Bay Area stem cell researchers had hit a bureaucratic 
wall.  They thought the Obama administration would free-up federal funding for 
research, but said restrictions were actually tighter than ever and that could 
mean thousands of hours of work and millions of dollars in funding would be 
wasted.  Scientists, including those at Stanford, were applying for federal dollars 
for their studies, said they were finding stem cell lines that were okay during the 
Bush administration weren't necessarily usable anymore.  The H9 stem cell line 
was one of the most popular approved for testing during the Bush years. It had 
been used for research on spinal cord injuries, heart disease, and diabetes.  The 
federal government wanted proof of consent from the original donors and they 
wanted to know where the line started.  Tracing lines could take months or even 
years, time many couldn't afford.  Researchers hoped the president would find a 
way to grandfather in old stem cell lines. In the meantime, researchers could 
apply for state grants instead of federal dollars. 

 

 



(Health & Medical cont.) 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  January 26, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        2:33 

Subject: 

This report profiled the new El Camino hospital facility in Mountain View that 
promised to be the hospital of the future.  It was filled with a complex mix of high 
technology and new innovation.  Nurses and staff were linked together with Star 
Trek-like communicators, and everything from medicine to food deliveries arrived 
via robots. In the new $480 million facility some of the most advanced technology 
was inside the surgical unit.  Doctors and technicians said they were able to 
diagnose developing conditions much earlier using advanced MRI's and CT 
scanners.  Another innovation invisible to the eye was the way engineers 
employed special acoustic materials in construction, designed to make the 
hospital as quiet as possible. 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 25, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        3:02 

Subject: 

This report explained that the Food and Drug Administration was launching a 
drive to reduce the levels of radiation being used on patients in U.S. hospitals. 
The agency scheduled hearings on powerful new imaging technology that could 
often spot diseases early.  Critics worried their popularity was leading to an 
overuse of radiation.  A vocal group of medical experts argued that Americans 
were receiving too much radiation; partially, from a new wave of high-tech 
screening tests such as the coronary-calcium scan, which also employs a 
powerful CT-scanner.  The concern centered on the increased frequency of 
radiological screening over the prior decade.  
There was an increased cancer risk even from little amounts of radiation that add 
up over time meaning an increased cancer risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Health & Medical cont.) 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 16, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        3:00 

Subject: 

This report showed how Bay Area researchers were working to improve the 
detection of tiny flat intestinal lesions that could carry a big cancer risk. They 
were a version of traditional polyps that doctors looked for during colonoscopies, 
but were much harder to spot.  On-going research found that flat lesions were 
more prevalent among American patients than previously thought, and were 
harder to spot.  Flat polyps, though far less common than regular polyps, were 
up to ten times more likely to be cancerous, or pre-cancerous. The next phase of 
research would focus on the genetic differences between the two types of 
polyps.  Finding the answer could eventually save the lives of countless patients 
facing a disease that was the second leading cause of cancer death in the U.S. 

 

VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 18, 2010 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 

Length:        8:14 

Subject: 

This segment featured the program manager for African American Breast Health 
at California Pacific Medical Center.  She discussed the importance of early 
detection and offered ways to find strength after being diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  Some of those included: Understanding that a breast cancer diagnosis 
doesn't have to be a death sentence, it's natural to be frightened, gather as 
much information from your doctors as needed to help make necessary 
decisions, don't be afraid to ask doctors as many questions as you want, make 
timely decisions about treatment, and allow family and others to provide needed 
support. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 3, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        7:41 

Subject: 

This report was a follow-up to an investigation that showed how administrators at 
a South Bay community college were using school funds to pay for lavish trips 
and perks. At the same time they were cutting classes and raising tuition. This 
new report showed how even more money was going out the door and some 
Sacramento officials were demanding public access and answers.  It was 
previously brought to light how the chancellor and her staff spent public tax 
money on exotic trips to places like El Salvador, Vietnam and Thailand. She 
retired days before that story was aired.  One state senator was especially 
concerned that the district's non-profit foundation refused to turn financial 
documents over to ABC7.  The state was investigating several serious 
allegations, potential fraud misappropriation of funds or other illegal practices 
that could threaten the fiscal integrity of the district.  The college president and 
the acting chancellor deferred comment. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  March 1, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        5:46 

Subject: 

This report showed that the state's private investigator trade group was cracking 
down on unlicensed private eyes using undercover stings. Some used fake 
names; some even had a criminal past.  In an undercover surveillance video, an 
unlicensed private investigator thought two women were prospective clients, 
responding to his Craigslist ad offering private investigation services, but they 
were actually undercover investigators working for a licensed private 
investigator.  The investigators who set up the stings said there was a lesson to 
be learned about this- if you are going to hire a private investigator, you should 
do your own investigation of their background first. 
 
 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time:  February 18, 2010 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length:        5:56 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how years later the chemical additive MTBE was still a 
danger to the state's water supply.  It was supposed to help air pollution by 
making gasoline burn cleaner in cars, but it fouled water supplies across the 
state.  It ate away rubber fuel lines in cars, leading to fires and recalls, but MTBE 
was not banned until the suspected carcinogen started showing up in drinking 
water.  Seven years after the ban, the state was just beginning to understand the 
magnitude of the problem, as groundwater contaminated by MTBE, wells that 
supply drinking water to the public, were knocked out of service.  Once MTBE 
leaked from underground fuel tanks, it didn’t act like other components of 
gasoline that stick to soil and biodegrade.  It stayed intact and traveled with the 
groundwater, and the cost of a cleanup was huge.  Experts said oil companies 
passed on the cost of MTBE lawsuits, over $1 billion total to consumers via 
higher gas prices, and water agencies with higher rates. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 4, 2010 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 5:05 

Subject:  

This report looked at why a bid on a South San Francisco City housing project 
was rejected, although it was lower than the winning bid.  The housing authority 
received a $174,000 stimulus grant to paint the exterior of 37 low-income 
housing buildings. Contractors were invited to submit bids, and one who hand 
delivered her bid said it was not opened along with 13 others out of 23 in total.  
The housing authority's executive director told her it wasn’t opened because it 
did not have the exact phrase "sealed bid -- do not open" written on it. The 
contractor thought it didn’t make sense to disqualify more than half of the bidders 
over a minor technicality.  She complained to the housing authority board, but 
they stuck by the decision.  The executive director and some board members 
refused to comment on the situation. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: February 1, 2010 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:47 

Subject:  

This report covered the state supreme court's decision that upheld Jessica's 
Law, Proposition 83 that was overwhelmingly approved by voters to place new 
restrictions on sex offenders. The court split 5-2 and upheld part of Jessica's 
Law, and sent the most serious constitutional issues back to the trial courts.  One 
of those issues brought before the state Supreme Court was that Jessica's Law 
was retroactive by punishing offenders a second time, subjecting them to new 
restrictions on where they could live.  A plaintiffs' attorney asked if the law, by 
forcing people into homelessness denied core constitutional rights to privacy, 
and the basic right not to be subject to arbitrary, unreasonable conditions that 
don't advance the purpose of rehabilitation.  He also argued that Jessica's Law 
had not made the public safer.  Since the measure took effect, the number of 
homeless sex offenders in the state increased from a couple hundred to more 
than 5,000. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 15, 2010 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 4:40 

Subject:  

This report was a follow-up to an incident in the previous year at an Oakland hair 
salon when the owner was beaten and the videotape of the incident landed on 
the internet. Two women allegedly beat the salon owner and were subsequently 
charged with battery and false imprisonment.  The victim's cuts and bruises had 
healed but the attack was still taking a physical, emotional, and financial toll on 
her.  She had constant anxiety attacks that couldn't be controlled, and was 
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder.  Her business was on the verge of 
bankruptcy because of the attack, and she lost 75% of her clients.  But the 
person she blamed the most for her troubles was the woman who took the video 
and posted it on the Internet.  One of the alleged attackers turned down a plea 
bargain and was headed for court, and the other was not yet arraigned. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 28, 2010 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 6:03 

Subject:  

This report looked at why the number of convicted sex offenders living on the 
streets had soared across the state.  It turned out to be an unintended 
consequence of "Jessica's Law." The state Supreme Court was expected to 
issue a ruling on whether part of the law violated the constitutional rights of 
convicted sex offenders. But the measure that was meant to protect children 
could actually have been putting people at risk.  In San Francisco, the state 
website listed 167 convicted sex offenders as transient or homeless.  Some of 
them chose to be homeless, but the 45 sex offenders released from prison to 
San Francisco after the law took effect, were forced to serve their three-year 
parole living on the streets.  That was because under the law a paroled sex 
offender couldn’t take up residence within 2,000 feet of a school or park, and 
that left very few places for them to live.  But there were no restrictions against a 
transient sex offender from going to a park or within 2000 feet of a school. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: January 12, 2010 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:20 

Subject:  

This report was a follow-up to a story about a man who was cleared of all 
charges in a fatal boat crash on Clear Lake three years before.  He filed a claim 
against Lake County for wrongful prosecution accusing the Lake County 
prosecutor and the sheriff of putting him on trial to cover for a top official in the 
sheriff's department.  He said they falsely accused him of killing somebody.  A 
jury cleared him of a felony manslaughter charge for the death of a woman who 
was riding with him on the sailboat one night when a powerboat driven by an 
official in the Lake County Sheriff's Department, slammed into them.  Producers 
of this report asked the sheriff's department and the district attorney for 
comment, but only the sheriff responded with an e-mail saying, "I am confident 
that our department engaged in no conduct in violation of this man's rights." 


