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4393 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Every month, the University of Illinois Flash Index analyzes Illinois tax receipts 
to provide a quick measurement of the Illinois economy. But the disruption 
caused by the coronavirus outbreak is making that impossible for now.

4/2/2020 :60

4394 Agriculture Spot 
News

Farmers markets are deemed essential under Governor J.B. Pritzker’s shelter-
in-place mandate. However, despite that, the local farmers market in 
downtown Urbana has been closed.

4/3/2020 :60

4396 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Shutdown orders related to the coronavirus pandemic have been hard on 
restaurants, but especially on local restaurants without drive-through windows 
or backing from national chains.

4/6/2020 :60

4398 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The number of Illinois residents who have died due to COVID-19 has now 
topped 300. And one of them is a Champaign County resident.

4/6/2020 :60

4399 Community Spot 
News

Passover starts tomorrow (WED) night -- and many in the Jewish community 
are having to adapt their usual customs due to COVID-19.

4/6/2020 :60

4400 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Six members from the central Illinois ambulance service - Lakeside EMS - are in 
New York to help assist first responders there with the spike in COVID-19 cases.

4/7/2020 :60

4401 Agriculture Spot 
News

Beginning today (Wednesday), Illinoisans who rely on food stamps will receive 
the maximum amount of benefits.

4/7/2020 :60

4403 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Agencies that serve adults with disabilities have had to change the way they 
operate due to COVID-19.

4/9/2020 :60

4404 Education Spot 
News

The Urbana and Champaign school districts are distributing Chromebooks to 
students who need them.

4/9/2020 :60

4405 Community Spot 
News

Homeless shelters in Champaign-Urbana are getting state funding, so they can 
keep people safe during the coronavirus outbreak.

4/13/2020 :60
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4407 Education Spot 
News

Labor unions at the University of Illinois Urbana campus are calling on 
administrators to assist employees during the COVID-19 pandemic.

4/14/2020 :60

4409 Agriculture Spot 
News

With schools and restaurants mostly closed, and Americans confined to eating 
at home, the food distribution system is in flux.

4/15/2020 :60

4410 Community Spot 
News

All events at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts are canceled through July 
10th because of concerns about COVID-19. But the staff in the costuming 
department are hard at work helping to make masks and gowns for local health 
care providers.

4/15/2020 :60

4411 Government Spot 
News

Six men inside the Stateville Correctional Center near Joliet have died after 
contracting COVID-19. According to the Illinois Department of Corrections, 123 
men at the prison have tested positive for the virus, along with 65 staff 
members.

4/16/2020 :60

4412 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The number of deaths from COVID-19 has risen to five at the Fair Havens Senior 
Living long-term care facility in Decatur.

4/16/2020 :60

4413 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

An update on the COVID-19 outbreak in Champaign County. 4/16/2020 :60

4415 Community Spot 
News

Some foodbanks in Illinois are facing an increase in demand for food, and a 
decrease in supply.

4/20/2020 :60

4416 Education Spot 
News

Champaign Unit 4 Superintendent Susan Zola says the district will continue to 
ensure students have access to meals and learning materials while at home.

4/20/2020 :60

4417 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Construction work has continued in Illinois as a “Critical Trade” under Governor 
Pritzker’s Stay-At-Home order. In Champaign, city officials are asking 
construction companies to have plans in place to guard against the spread of 
the coronavirus.

4/20/2020 :60

4418 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Nurses battling COVID-19 in big cities have much different experiences than 
those in rural areas.

4/20/2020 :60
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4419 Health and Health 
Care

Feature While schools are closed in Illinois, students are missing out on more than just 
face-to-face time with teachers. They also might be missing an important link in 
their access to healthcare: school nurses.

4/21/2020 4:00

4420 Education Spot 
News

Champaign Unit 4 Schools Superintendent Susan Zola says the district expects 
to receive 2 point 6 million dollars in federal stimulus money from the CARES 
Act passed by Congress.

4/21/2020 :60

4421 Environment Spot 
News

Both Champaign and Macon counties received a less than perfect grade for air 
pollution in a new report from the American Lung Association.

4/21/2020 :60

4423 University of Illinois Spot 
News

This year, the University of Illinois is updating its climate action plan for the first 
time since 2015. In celebration of Earth Week, the university will showcase a 
draft of the plan tomorrow (Thursday).

4/22/2020 :60

4424 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois system is bracing for big financial losses due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

4/22/2020 :60

4426 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases linked to a Decatur nursing home 
nearly doubled yesterday (Wednesday). Local officials say the surge in cases is 
due to a surge in testing.

4/23/2020 :60

4427 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Carle Hospital is preparing to launch antibody testing for COVID-19. 4/23/2020 :60

4429 Environment Spot 
News

Last week, the Supreme Court ruled that the Clean Water Act applies to 
groundwater contamination, which can seep into protected waters like lakes or 
rivers.

4/27/2020 :60

4430 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Health care providers in Champaign-Urbana say they have run into issues with 
nursing homes not wanting to accept residents back after they’ve been 
hospitalized for COVID-19.

4/27/2020 :60

4431 Business/Economy Spot 
News

Sales of existing homes were on the rise in Illinois and in Champaign County --- 
up until the stay-at-home restrictions imposed due to the coronavirus 
outbreak. Now, Realtors are hoping the housing market will recover quickly, 
once the restrictions are lifted.

4/27/2020 :60
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4432 Education Spot 
News

The Urbana school district has given out roughly 1,300 Chromebooks to 
students, according to school officials.

4/27/2020 :60

4434 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The federal Paycheck Protection Program resumed taking applications this 
week, thanks to additional funding approved by Congress. A local small 
business advisor says he expects the new funding to run out even faster than 
the first round.

4/28/2020 :60

4435 Environment Spot 
News

As Illinois battles the COVID-19 pandemic, the Champaign County Forest 
Preserve District is fighting another kind of invasive problem – a plant called 
garlic mustard.

4/29/2020 :60

4436 Government Spot 
News

The Illinois State Treasurer’s office is increasing to $500 million the amount of 
money it’s designating to its COVID-19 small businesses relief program.

4/29/2020 :60

4437 Agriculture Spot 
News

The outdoor Urbana Farmers Market will open to the public as scheduled 
tomorrow (Saturday). But the market will look a lot different this year due to 
the pandemic.

5/1/2020 :60

4439 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The latest readings of the Flash Index show the Illinois economy quickly shifting 
from growth to contraction during the coronavirus pandemic.

5/4/2020 :60

4443 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

A state-funded program run by OSF Healthcare uses technology to connect 
people experiencing COVID-19 symptoms with nurses and doctors.

5/5/2020 :60

4444 Housing Spot 
News

A total of three hundred forty thousand dollars has been distributed to thirty 
different homelessness prevention organizations throughout Illinois.

5/5/2020 :60

4445 Government Spot 
News

Champaign County Board members appear to have given up on asking voters in 
November to pass a tax referendum to pay for consolidation of the two county 
jails.

5/6/2020 :60

4446 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois Chancellor Robert Jones says he wants to transition 
university staff working remotely back into their Urbana campus offices over 
the course of the summer.

5/6/2020 :60

4447 Agriculture Spot 
News

Meatpacking plants are starting to reopen after President Trump signed an 
executive order intended to prevent shortages.

5/7/2020 :60
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4448 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

There’s an outbreak of COVID-19 at the meat processing plant Rantoul Foods… 
and public health officials say all employees there will be tested today.

5/7/2020 :60

4450 Government Spot 
News

A University of Illinois college-in-prison program has created a reentry guide for 
those released from prison during the COVID-19 pandemic.

5/11/2020 :60

4451 Science and 
Technology

Spot 
News

So-called “Murder hornets” arrived in North America for the first time last year 
and have garnered public attention in recent weeks. But some local experts say 
they don’t pose as much of a threat as it seems.

5/11/2020 :60

4453 Community Spot 
News

National newspapers are scheduled to return to newsstands in Champaign-
Urbana today (Monday), after a six-month absence.

5/11/2020 :60

4454 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Over the past few weeks, Frances Nelson Health Center in Champaign has been 
reaching out to underserved communities to offer COVID-19 testing.

5/12/2020 :60

4457 Government Spot 
News

Sheriff Dustin Heuerman’s proposal for closing Champaign County’s downtown 
Urbana jail and sheriff’s office came to the county board’s Committee of the 
Whole meeting last (Tuesday) night in the form of a memo.

5/13/2020 :60

4458 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Work began two months ago at the University of Illinois on an emergency 
ventilator to treat COVID-19 patients. Now, the new design has found a 
manufacturer.

5/13/2020 :60

4459 Community Spot 
News

Organizers of the Illinois Marathon announced today (THURSDAY) the race is 
being cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic.

5/14/2020 :60

4460 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Carle Foundation Hospital in Urbana has completed its validation process for 
coronavirus antibody tests to be used in Champaign County.

5/15/2020 :60

4462 Community Spot 
News

The public hasn’t been allowed in Illinois’ public libraries for about two months, 
due to fears of spreading the coronavirus. Contact with public libraries has 
been limited to online services. But eventually, libraries will reopen to the 
public.

5/18/2020 :60

4463 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

A new public COVID-19 testing site at Marketplace Mall in Champaign opening 
TUESDAY aims to get tests to more people in marginalized communities.

5/18/2020 :60
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4465 Housing Spot 
News

In Illinois, 30% of homeowners are considered to be cost-burdened, spending a 
significant amount of their income on mortgage payments and other costs.

5/19/2020 :60

4466 Government Spot 
News

Food stamp recipients in Illinois will be able to buy food online beginning in 
June.

5/20/2020 :60

4468 Education Spot 
News

Illinois schools will receive more than half a billion dollars in federal stimulus 
funding to address the financial fall-out of the COVID-19 pandemic.

5/21/2020 :60

4469 Community Spot 
News

Rural grocery stores have been on the decline over the past few years, despite 
the crucial role they play in their communities. But the pandemic is helping 
keep some of their doors open.

5/21/2020 :60

4470 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Champaign County is now dealing with 22 outbreaks of COVID-19. But local 
officials aren’t providing information about where those outbreaks are 
occurring.

5/21/2020 :60

4472 Community Spot 
News

This Memorial Day is happening in Illinois with far fewer ceremonies than 
usual. The coronavirus outbreak has put a damper on public gatherings --- 
including those held to remember military personnel and veterans who have 
died.

5/25/2020 :60

4473 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Dental offices in Illinois were allowed to re-open this month for routine, non-
emergency care. But what factors should you consider before you make your 
next appointment?

5/25/2020 :60

4474 Environment Spot 
News

The past week has seen widespread rainfall across Illinois, with more flooding 
expected in the northeastern region as well as along the Illinois River in the 
coming days.

5/25/2020 :60

4475 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

If you find a local business is not enforcing the use of cloth masks, what should 
you do? Illinois Newsroom took that question to local public health officials to 
find out.

5/26/2020 :60

4476 Government Spot 
News

An amended lawsuit filed against the Illinois Department of Corrections and 
Governor J-B Pritzker last week claims the prison system has failed to protect 
medically vulnerable inmates from COVID-19.

5/26/2020 :60
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4478 Community Spot 
News

The Champaign-Urbana Public Health District launched its summer meals 
program this week with some changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

5/27/2020 :60

4479 University of Illinois Spot 
News

A group of tenured and tenure-track faculty at the University of Illinois say they 
oppose reopening the Urbana campus to tens of thousands of students this fall.

5/28/2020 :60

4480 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Those dining outdoors in Champaign-Urbana will have to make a reservation in 
advance. Reservations will help public health workers quickly respond to 
COVID-19 outbreaks, should they occur.

5/29/2020 :60

4481 Agriculture Spot 
News

Across the country, restaurants are settling into the reopening process. 
University Extension offices are helping with the process.

5/29/2020 :60

4483 Environment Spot 
News

In May, the Urbana Park District voted to move forward with a so-called 
“Charity Harvest” to cull geese at Crystal Lake Park and donate their meat to 
charities. But protesters have gathered in recent weeks to oppose the plan.

6/1/2020 :60

4484 Government Spot 
News

Looting and property damage at the Marketplace Mall and other nearby stores 
in Champaign yesterday (SUN) led to an overnight curfew in Champaign and 
Urbana.

6/1/2020 :60

4485 Community Spot 
News

Park district parks and trails have remained open through Illinois’ stay-at-home 
order -- but playgrounds have been closed, and will remain closed for the time 
being.

6/1/2020 :60

4486 Community Spot 
News

Hundreds of protesters took over the streets of downtown Urbana yesterday 
(MON) to denounce police brutality against people of color -- including the 
recent killing of George Floyd by police in Minneapolis.

6/2/2020 :60

4488 Government Spot 
News

Criticism of the April Tenth arrest of Aleyha (Ah-LAY-ah) Lewis continued at last 
night’s (Monday’s) Urbana City Council meeting. Close to a hundred people 
spoke or emailed against police treatment of the 21-year-old African-American 
woman.

6/2/2020 :60

4490 Community Spot 
News

The Director of the Police Training Institute at the University of Illinois 
denounced the actions of the Minneapolis police officer who killed George 
Floyd last week.

6/3/2020 :60
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4491 Business/Economy Spot 
News

The decline in Illinois economy’s continued in May, but at a slower pace, 
according to the University of Illinois Flash Index.

6/3/2020 :60

4492 Community Spot 
News

The Champaign County Bailout Coalition paid more than $46,000 to bail 16 
people out of the county jail.

6/4/2020 :60

4493 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Criteria for COVID-19 testing has loosened throughout the state. 6/5/2020 :60

4494 Community Spot 
News

This weekend protests took place across Champaign County in support of racial 
equality and the Black Lives Matter movement.

6/8/2020 1:30

4495 Government Spot 
News

The COVID-19 pandemic’s effect on the economy means the Champaign city 
budget is facing cuts --- not just now, but later.

6/8/2020 :60

4496 Community Spot 
News

Last week, Cunningham Township in Urbana launched a new city-wide initiative 
to help fight food insecurity in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic … through 
gardening.

6/8/2020 :60

4498 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

The head of the Champaign County N-double-A-C-P chapter says she looks 
forward to working with Urbana Police Chief Bryant Serafin to minimize the use 
of force and other police reforms.

6/9/2020 :60

4499 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The graduate student worker union at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign campus says they want a seat at the table for discussions on how 
the university will reopen in the fall.

6/9/2020 :60

4500 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

Black people are dying at higher rates from both COVID-19… and at the hands 
of police. The head of an organization working to address root causes of trauma 
says those two issues are related.

6/10/2020

4501 Agriculture Spot 
News

The U-S Department of Agriculture has issued almost one and a half billion 
dollars in coronavirus relief to farmers in the past two weeks.

6/11/2020 :60

4502 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Doctors at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago say they’ve performed 
the first successful lung transplant on a COVID-19 patient in the U.S. The 
patient was on life support in an intensive care unit before she was deemed a 
candidate for the transplant.

6/11/2020 :60



Program Data
ID category type description broadcastDate length Field1

4503 Government Spot 
News

The Urbana City Council voted last (Wednesday) night to renew Bryant 
Seraphin’s appointment as police chief. The five to one vote --- with one 
abstention --- came despite opposition arising from a controversial local arrest.

6/12/2020 :60

4504 Government Spot 
News

Urbana city officials say their new budget plan for the coming year is healthier 
than past ones. But now, the city is facing a sharp drop in tax revenues, brought 
on by the coronavirus pandemic.

6/12/2020 :60

4506 Community Spot 
News

Emergency homeless shelters for single men and women in Champaign-Urbana 
are now open year-round --- not just in the winter.

6/12/2020 :60

4507 Community Spot 
News

After 26 years, the Orpheum Children’s Science Museum in Champaign is 
closing, a victim of the COVID-19 pandemic.

6/12/2020 :60

4508 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Blood drives have been considered an essential service in Illinois during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But they have seen a decline in donations since the 
pandemic began. Now, blood centers are asking for more people to donate 
blood.

6/15/2020 :60

4509 Community Spot 
News

Beginning today (Monday), the men’s and women’s emergency shelters in 
Champaign-Urbana are officially operating on a year-round basis.

6/15/2020 :60

4510 Community Spot 
News

The Illinois High School Association board has approved Champaign-Urbana’s 
bid to host the Boys Basketball State Finals for the next three years, moving the 
games from Peoria.

6/15/2020 :60

4512 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois's Urbana campus has announced the creation of its 
own COVID-19 test, and the capacity to test up to 10,000 people per day.

6/16/2020 :60

4513 Government Spot 
News

Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton is calling for a shift in financial priorities 
when it comes to holding police accountable for brutality.

6/17/2020 :60

4515 Politics/Elections Spot 
News

Shelby County Democrat Mitchell Esslinger traveled around the 102nd Illinois 
House district yesterday (Wednesday) to announce his candidacy.

6/18/2020 :60

4516 Community Spot 
News

Precautions against the coronavirus have canceled Independence Day 
celebrations in many cities. But not in Danville, where the city council approved 
funding last (Tuesday) night for July Fourth fireworks.

6/18/2020 :60
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4517 University of Illinois Spot 
News

The University of Illinois, including its campuses in Urbana, Chicago and 
Springfield, will welcome 10s of thousands of students back for the fall 
semester. University leaders announced they will reopen campuses in the fall 
for a mix of in-person and online instruction — with social distancing measures 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

6/18/2020 :60

4520 Agriculture Spot 
News

The Environmental Protection Agency has appointed 33 new members to its 
Farm, Ranch, and Rural Communities Committee.

6/22/2020 :60

4521 Government Spot 
News

The Urbana City Council votes tonight (Monday) on a resolution affirming 
guidelines meant to improve relations between police and communities of 
color.

6/22/2020 :60

4522 Community Spot 
News

The United Way and Community Foundation of East Central Illinois are giving 
away more than a million dollars in COVID-19 relief funds to local organizations.

6/23/2020 :60

4525 Environment Spot 
News

A recent study finds that tiny plastic particles aren’t only found in the oceans, 
soil and our drinking water… They’re also in the air we breathe, even in remote 
areas.

6/23/2020 :60

4526 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Local health care professionals and researchers have found a way to create 
personal protective gear -- circumventing supply chain issues created by the 
pandemic.

6/24/2020 :60

4527 Environment Spot 
News

A new report out of the Environmental Working Group finds that nitrate 
pollution in drinking water is increasing across 10 largely agricultural states—
including Illinois.

6/24/2020 :60

4528 University of Illinois Spot 
News

Despite precautions, officials at the University of Illinois in Urbana say 
outbreaks could still occur when it reopens this fall.

6/24/2020 :60

4529 Health and Health 
Care

Spot 
News

Local health officials say they’ll only disclose the locations of COVID-19 
outbreaks in certain instances.

6/25/2020 :60

4530 Government Spot 
News

The new chairman of the Urbana Civilian Police Review Board says he’s 
committed to fundamental reforms in the panel’s performance.

6/25/2020 :60
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4532 Community Spot 
News

As Illinois enters phase 4 today (Friday), local libraries will be reopening their 
doors after almost four months of being shut down.

6/26/2020 :60

4533 Government Spot 
News

The Urbana City Council will discuss how to respond to calls for police reform at 
an upcoming meeting in July. Council members were already voicing opinions 
during a special meeting on the topic last (Thursday) night.

6/26/2020 :60

4535 Women and 
Minorities

Spot 
News

Hundreds of protesters gathered in downtown Champaign yesterday (SUNDAY) 
to march and rally for *all* Black lives … especially those in the LGBTQ 
community.

6/29/2020 :60

4536 University of Illinois Spot 
News

University of Illinois officials unveiled more detailed plans today (MON) 
regarding what classrooms will look like come the fall semester.

6/29/2020 :60

4537 Agriculture Spot 
News

An Urbana farm is one of three recipients in Illinois of a grant from the U-S 
Department of Agriculture.

6/30/2020 :60


