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Section I.  Issues.

 
The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community
this quarter:

A. Societal Issues:  Census Day and the League of Women Voters; Coronavirus and 
Alabama banks; Coronavirus and consumer scams - Better Business Bureau; 
Coronavirus and State Parks; Higher Education and COVID-19; Coronavirus fraud 
and price gouging - US Attorney’s Office; Earth Day and Woodpecker conservation; 
Storytelling online in the midst of Coronavirus; Coronavirus and people with disabilities; 
Medal of Honor recipient Command Sergeant Major Bennie Adkins (US Army Special 
Forces, Ret.), who died as a result of Coronavirus; Alabama Writers Forum’s Writing Our 
Stories project with Juvenile offenders; Troy University’s new Plastics Recycling Project; 
Impact of COVID-19 shutdowns on Alabama independent businesses; COVID-19 and 
investor fraud – Alabama Securities Commission; Troy University as distance learning 
pioneers - Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr.; Coping with Coronavirus anxiety and stress; 
Alabama Secretary of State’s Absentee Voting procedures during COVID-19 for July 14 
Primary Runoff Election; Montgomery Humane Society’s adoptions and fostering of 
animals during COVID-19; Farmers Markets and new procedures during COVID-19; 
Dothan Area Botanical Gardens open during COVID-19; Rural Broadband Expansion for 
telemedicine and online education needs during COVID-19; Service Dogs; Sustainable 
Urban Agriculture; Kidney Disease and COVID-19; US Census Report; Wiregrass 
Museum of Art’s online innovations in serving during COVID-19; Alabama
Audubon’s Bird Conservation projects; Troy University Dothan Campus Wiregrass 
Archives Documentation of COVID-19 Project; Bats, COVID-19, and rabies; African 
American artist-educator Jahni Moore using art to elevate sensitivity; Triple Crown 
Hiker’s concern for tech-overloaded children to get outdoors.

B. Historical Issues:  Polio epidemic of the 1940s and 1950s; History in Your Hands
segment - Old Cahawba in Reconstruction compared with modern Civil Rights era; 
Juneteenth and Reconstruction Congressman Benjamin Turner; Troy University 
Professor Emeritus Jim Vickrey’s correspondence with movie star Katharine Hepburn; 
General Lafayette’s return to America 50 years after the Revolutionary War and his stay 
at Alabama’s Lucas Tavern.



Section II:  Responsive Programs.

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues.
Programming on In Focus, with host Carolyn Hutcheson, dealt with each issue in a 9-minute time 
frame, beginning at 12:40 p.m. Central time on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.
On Mondays and Fridays, Don Dailey, Host- Producer of Capitol Journal on Alabama Public
Television, recorded two 4 1/2-minute political review programs on In Focus, reflecting legislative 
and state government developments.
Special Notes:  Special programs on the Coronavirus pandemic continued this quarter, with 
approximately thirty programs devoted to the subject since March and reported from various 
perspectives that affect the listeners.
Also, the History in Your Hands series about archaeology and history continued, as did the
Wildlife Wednesdays series.  Both series feature monthly programs. 

A. Societal Issues:

-Broadcast on April 1:
On Census Day, a discussion with guest Jean Murray of the League of Women Voters of 
Montgomery, about the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment that gave women the right to 
vote. An accurate census underlies the number of US House of Representative seats allocated 
to a state, as well as allocation slots for the Electoral College.

-Broadcast on April 2: 
A discussion with by Skype with guest Scott Latham, President of the Alabama Bankers 
Association, about having access to banking services during the COVID-19 pandemic.  New 
procedures are in place.

-Broadcast on April 7:
A discussion by Skype with guest Garret Smitherman, Vice-President of Operations for the
Better Business Bureau Serving Central and South Alabama, about COVID-10 scams that are 
affecting both consumers and businesses.

-Broadcast on April 9::
A discussion by Skype with guest Greg Lein, Director of the Alabama State Parks, about
adjustments the parks are making, due to the Coronavirus.  Although the indoor facilities
are closed, the outdoor spaces at the State Parks are open to visitors.  In addition, Virtual
Naturalist Programs are available online, to help educate adults and children about the
State Parks.



-Broadcast on April 14:
A discussion by Skype with guest Jim Purcell, Director of the Alabama Commission on
Higher Education, about how COVID-19 is affecting students, parents, institutions and
their communities. Purcell stressed that Alabama’s job growth depends on an educated 
work force.

-Broadcast on April 15:
A discussion by Skype with guest Catherine Burns, Artistic Director of the Moth Radio
Hour, about bringing stories to listeners during the Coronavirus.  Rather than hosting in-
person gatherings, the Moth is experimenting with storytelling by online video. The Moth’s
educational programs and study guides are available to help parents teach storytelling
to their children at home.

-Broadcast on April 16:
A discussion by Skype with guest Thomas Govan, Coronavirus Fraud Coordinator in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office of the Middle District of Alabama, about fraudulent practices and price 
gouging during the pandemic.

-Broadcast on April 22: 
An Earth Day discussion on Wildlife Wednesday with guests Mercedes Bartkovich, Nongame
Wildlife Biologist, and Marianne Hudson, Conservation Outreach Specialist, both with the
Alabama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries, about efforts to study and preserve
Pileated Woodpeckers in Alabama.  Alabama’s State Bird is a woodpecker – the 
Yellowhammer, a Northern Flicker.

-Broadcast on April 23:
A pre-recorded guest interview in 2014 with the late Medal of Honor Recipient Command 
Sergeant Major Bennie Adkins (U.S. Army Special Forces Ret.) at his home in Opelika, AL.
Adkins recounted his experiences in the Vietnam War when he killed between 135 and 175 of 
the enemy during battle in the Au Shau Valley. He recently died at the age of 86 after being
hospitalized with COVID-19.

-Broadcast on April 28:
A discussion by Skype with guest Graham Sisson, Executive Director of the Alabama 
Governor’s Office on Disability, about COVID-19 and people with disabilities. Attorney Sisson is 
the State ADA Coordinator and holds a doctorate degree in Rehabilitation, Counseling, and
Leadership.

-Broadcast on April 29:
A discussion by Skype with guest Jeanie Thompson, Executive Director of the Alabama Writers
Forum, about the Writing Our Stories project with the Alabama Department of Youth Services.
Juvenile offenders work with a teacher to develop their literary talent and cultivate sensitivity.



-Broadcast on April 30:
A discussion by Skype with guest Professor Govind Menon, Director ot the Troy University 
School of Science and Technology, about the new project to research and expand the
recycling of plastics in order to reduce our carbon footprint. The university has received a $3.2 
million grant from the National Institute of Standards and Technology for the new Center for
Materials and Manufacturing Sciences.

-Broadcast on May 6:
A discussion by Skype with guest Joseph Borg, Director of the Alabama Securities
Commission, about the signs of investment fraud during COVID-19.  The Commission offers
help to investors in checking out questionable investment instruments and those who sell them.

-Broadcast on May 12:
A discussion with guest Troy University Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr., about the necessity of 
education being offered online during the Coronavirus.  Troy University pioneered distance
learning worldwide in the 1990s.  As this is Military Appreciation Week, Chancellor Hawkins,
a platoon leader in the Vietnam War, recognized those who wear the uniform and serve the
cause of freedom.

-Broadcast on May 13:
A discussion by Skype with guest Maggie Banger, Licensed Professional Counselor in 
Birmingham, about ways to cope with anxiety during the COVID-19 Safe at Home mandate.

-Broadcast on May 14:
A discussion by Skype with guest Alabama Secretary of State John Merrill about Absentee
Voting procedures during the COVID-19 pandemic for the July 14 Primary Runoff Election.
Citizens may vote absentee if they have concerns about social distancing at the polling places,
but several steps are in order – a copy of Voter ID, signature witnessed by two people, postage.

-Broadcast on May 19:
A discussion by Skype with guest Lea Turbert, Marketing and Development Manager with the
Montgomery Humane Society, about the spike in animal fostering and adoptions during COVID-
19.  The organization’s volunteers stepped up to take care of the animals in their homes during
the pandemic.

-Broadcast on May 20:
A discussion by Skype with guest Katie Jackson about her research on how Farmers Markets
across Alabama are gearing up to reopen during COVID-19. She interviewed several market
owners for an article in Alabama Living magazine and also talked with the Farmers Market 
Authority about their guidelines for reopening.



-Broadcast on May 21:
A discussion by Skype with guest William Holman, Executive Director of Dothan Area Botanical
Gardens, about the gardens staying open for walking during COVID-19.  Holman’s background
is outdoor education, and the gardens remained open to give the public an outdoor space
during the Safe at Home directives.  A second guest, Helen Sue Kemp, Board member and
Wiregrass Master Gardener, joined the conversation with advice on growing blueberries.

-Broadcast on May 27:
A discussion by Skype with guest Michelle Roth, Executive Director of the Alabama Cable and
Broadband Association, to examine the prospects for rural broadband expansion.  Grants are
in place, and the Association advocates that priority be given to unserved areas, rather than
underserved areas.  Telemedicine, seventeen rural hospital closures, and the move to online
education during the Coronavirus pandemic have driven home the acute need of rural 
broadband expansion.

-Broadcast on May 28:
A discussion by Skype with guest Adam Beasley, a Daleville volunteer with Guide Dogs of
America, about guide dogs and service animals.  The organization was started by a blind
member of the International Association of Machinists, and has grown to serve at no charge
blind citizens across America. The average value of a trained guide dog is $48,000,
and Beasley lists the ADA regulations that allow guide dogs to go anywhere.

-Broadcast on June 2:
A discussion by Skype with guest Michael Jackson, Executive Director of the nonprofit
Dubois Institute for Entrepreneurship, about the tenth anniversary of Aunt Katie’s Garden.
Aunt Katie, who was in her 90s, passed away earlier this year, but the urban garden named
in her honor continues to teach sustainable agricultural practices, under COVID-19 guidelines 
and provide food to a low-income Dothan neighborhood.  School gardens have also been 
planted. Jackson is an innovative Master Gardener who shared a new way of growing tomatoes.  
He also serves on the State Obesity Task Force.

-Broadcast on June 3:
A discussion by Skype with guest Kristie Ninesling, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, about the 
nephrology patients she works with and the dangers of COVID-19 (several of the patients have
COVID-19).  Ninesling, who also is a volunteer with the Alabama Kidney Foundation, works with 
east Alabama patients who are on dialysis fighting end-stage kidney disease.  She talked about 
the wait for kidney transplants. 

-Broadcast on June 9:
A discussion by Skype with guest Marilyn Stephens, Assistant Regional Census Manager and
Liaison with Seven Governors in the U.S. Census Bureau’s Atlanta Region, about how Alabama
is doing with its Census returns.  Stephens enumerated the methods, questions and steps to 
completing the Census form and told what is at stake – Congressional representation and many
government services that depend on Census figures.  



-Broadcast on June 10:
A discussion by Skype with guest Lara Kosolapoff-Wright, Communications Manager for the 
Wiregrass Museum of Art, about how the museum has served the Dothan and Wiregrass
Community through the use of social media during the Coronavirus. They have also delivered
art lessons and supplies to students by using school buses during the pandemic shutdown.

-Broadcast on June 11:
A discussion by Skype with guest Lianne Koczur, Science and Conservation Director at 
Alabama Audubon, about the decline of insect-eating birds that help shield human health.
She also described the Alabama Swiftwatch Project, a volunteer-driven effort to count the
number of chimney swifts in the state. The fewer numbers of chimneys have led to decline.

-Broadcast on June 16:
A discussion by Skype with guest Troy University Professor Martin Olliff, Director of the
Wiregrass Archives, about the “Wiregrass Under Covid-19 Documentation Project,”
which is underway to preserve primary sources related to the Coronavirus and its effects
on the citizens of the Wiregrass region of Alabama.

-Broadcast on June 17:
A discussion by Skype for a Wildlife Wednesday segment with guest Nick Sharp, Nongame 
Wildlife Biologist in north Alabama for the Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division,
about his research with bats. The question has been, “Do bats transmit COVID-10?  Bats
in North America do not carry COVID-19, but they do carry rabies. He gave advice on staying
away from bats, but pointed out their high value to farmers because they consume agricultural
pests in great quantities.

-Broadcast on June 23:
A discussion by Skype with guest Huntsville artist-educator-humanitarian Jahni Moore, a former 
Art Ambassador to Colombia, South America, about his use of art to elevate sensitivity and 
focus in his magnet school students, as well as in a low-income neighborhood where he located
his art studio. Moore is a founding board member of Tennessee’s Junior’s House Child 
Advocacy Center, where he did an Art-As-Therapy residency. His exhibit, “Jahni – Notations of 
a Native Son,” is on display at the Troy University International Center for the Arts.

-Broadcast on June 24:
An on-location pre-recorded discussion with guest Sunny Eberhart, aka “Nimblewill Nomad,”
his trail name as a long-distance Triple Crown Hiker, about the outdoor life on the trail. The 
retired optometrist, whose interview was on Flagg Mountain in Coosa County, AL, has a special 
concern for children in this technological age being out of touch with nature.

B. Historical Issues: 



-Broadcast on May 26:
A discussion by Skype with guest Pat Cunningham DeVoto, a native of Florence, Alabama,
about the polio epidemic of the mid-twentieth century.  Many people remember the fear
surrounding water and swimming pools as possible transmission sites, as well as the dread of
iron lungs (a precursor to ventilators) and paralysis, especially in children. DeVoto grew up in
that era and wrote about it from a children’s perspective in the book, “My Last Days as Roy
Rogers.”  

-Broadcast on June 3:
A discussion by Skype with guest Linda Derry, historical archaeologist and Site Director of
the Alabama Historical Commission’s Old Cahawba Archaeological Park, about the 
Reconstruction era after the Civil War and comparisons with the modern Civil Rights movement.
This was a History in Your Hands segment.

-Broadcast on June 18:
A discussion with guest Frye Gaillard, author of the book, The Slave Who Went to Congress,
about Benjamin Turner, a Reconstruction Congressman who managed the historic St. James
Hotel in Selma and owned a livery stable.  His business was confiscated by Union General
James Wilson in spring of 1865, but afterward Turner formed a group of African American 
soldiers. Turner was commemorated by both white and black Selmians with a monument in Old 
Live Oak Cemetery. Juneteenth was the day, June 19th, 1865, that Texas received word of the 
Emancipation Proclamation two years after it was announced by President Abraham Lincoln.

-Broadcast on June 25:
A discussion with guest Troy University Professor Emeritus Jim Vickrey, member of the 
American Film Institute, and former President of the University of Montevallo, about his 
correspondence with legendary stars of the silver screen.  At Montevallo, he taught a course on 
Great American Films, and in this segment, he talked about Katharine Hepburn, the making of 
the movie, The African Queen, and other highlights of their letters. 

-Broadcast on June 30:
A discussion by Skype with guest Collier Neeley, historian and Executive Director of Landmarks
Foundation/Old Alabama Town of Montgomery, about General Lafayette’s 1825 stay at Lucas 
Tavern, the oldest,structure in Montgomery County.  Neeley talked about the tavern’s original 
location at Line Creek, the county line between Montgomery and Macon counties, and how the 
tavern’s move to Old Alabama Town sparked the preservation movement in the capital city.
Old Alabama Town is now open at limited times, and visitors can go inside Lucas Tavern.


