
KUED PROGRAM ISSUES LIST 

January 1, 2020 – March 31, 2020 

 

Listed below are programs broadcast by KUED that have addressed issues and problems in the KUED 
viewing area.  Sample programs dealing with the issues are illustrative of KUED’s commitment to 
provide coverage of major issues and problems as a public service. 

 

American History/Biography 

Country Music: The Rub 1/3/2020 8:00PM (120 min) 
See how what was first called "hillbilly music" reaches new audiences through phonographs and radio, 
and launches the careers of country music's first big stars, the Carter Family and Jimmie Rodgers. 
 
McCarthy: American Experience 1/6/2020 8:00PM (120 min) 
Explore the rise and fall of the notorious senator who led a Cold War crusade against Communists. His 
zealous campaign to root out those he viewed as enemies of the state would test the limits of American 
decency and democracy. 
 
Poison Squad: American Experience 1/28/2020 8:00PM (120 min) 
Discover the forgotten heroes who fought for food safety at the turn of the 20th century. Unusual 
experiments and tireless advocacy led by a government chemist changed the way Americans thought 
about food, health and consumer safety forever. 
 
Miles Davis: American Masters 2/25/2020 8:00PM (120 min) 
Discover the man behind the legend. With full access to the Miles Davis Estate, the film features never-
before-seen footage, including studio outtakes from his recording sessions, rare photos and new 
interviews. 
 
 

Arts 

Great Performances: From Vienna: New Years’s Celebration 1/1/2020 8:00PM  (90 min) 
Celebrate 2020 with the Vienna Philharmonic at the Musikverein. Under the baton of guest conductor 
Andris Nelsons and featuring the Vienna City Ballet, the orchestra will play the waltzes of Strauss. PBS 
favorite Hugh Bonneville returns as host. 
 
Dave Chappelle: The Mark Twain Prize 1/7/2020 8:00PM (90 min) 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts presents the 22nd annual Mark Twain Prize for 
American Humor to Dave Chappelle. 
 
 
 
 



Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Concert 1/20/2020 8:00PM (60 min) 
Hosted by actor James Pickens, Jr., THE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION CONCERT WITH THE 
CLEVELAND ORCHESTRA honors the life and legacy of the civil rights icon. Conducted by music director 
Franz Welser-Most, the Cleveland Orchestra performs classical selections by Beethoven, Mendelssohn 
and Verdi as well as traditional hymns and spirituals, including "Down by the Riverside," "Precious Lord," 
and "Lift Every Voice and Sing." 
 
This Is Utah: All The World’s a Stage 2/6/2020 7:00PM (30 min) 
The stage has long been a space where diverse voices come to life through performance. We’ll see how 
real-life inspiration and a devoted audience has kept Salt Lake Acting Company’s best-loved musical on 
the stage for more than 40 years, learn how 1520 Arts fosters a thriving community around Hip Hop arts 
& performance, and learn the stories of forcibly displaced women who go from running away from war 
& oppression to parading the catwalk at Women of the World’s annual fashion show. The Salt Lake 
Acting Company brings the entertainment close to home with its long-running production, “Saturday’s 
Voyeur.” The brainchild of local playwright Nancy Borgenicht, and itself a parody of the popular LDS-
themed musical “Saturday’s Warrior,” “Saturday’s Voyeur” has delighted viewers with its lovingly 
satirical take on Utah politics and culture every year since 1978. Enjoy a backstage pass to this laugh-
out-loud comedy and see how Nancy Borgenicht has kept the show running all these years. 1520 ARTS 
(formerly known as the B-Boy Federation) is a Salt Lake City non-profit organization that showcases Hip 
Hop arts through practice, performance, and education. From classes on street art, beginner Hip Hop, 
and youth breakin’ to full-on theatre productions and live dance battles in front of cheering crowds, 
1520 Arts provides a needed space for kids and adults of all backgrounds to come together under a 
shared love of Hip Hop culture — and preserve it for the next generation. Since 2009, Women of the 
World has helped forcibly displaced women build a new community in Utah, helping them to secure 
jobs, learn the language, and build connections. The highlight of the year is the annual fashion show, 
which not only showcases beautiful ethnic fashions from around the world, but introduces Utahns to 
their newest neighbors in style. For Executive Director Samira Harnish, it’s about women standing with 
women — combining the best of both cultures, to foster determination and self-reliance. 
 
This is Utah: If You Build It… 2/20/2020 7:00PM (30 min) 
Sometimes all it takes to get a project off the ground is one person to lay the groundwork. Learn how 
the Utah Shakespeare Festival keeps fans coming back year after year, meet the local artists working to 
revitalize small-town Helper, and see how five architecture grad students work together to build a new 
home for a Diné mother. 
 
Garth Brooks: The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize For Popular Song 3/29/2020 8:00PM (120 min) 
Country music icon Garth Brooks receives the 2020 Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song 
at an all-star tribute in Washington, D.C. The multiple hall of famer is the youngest recipient of the 
prestigious prize. 

 

 

 

 



Business/Industry 

Frontline: Taliban Country 1/21/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
On the ground in Afghanistan with exclusive access to ISIS, the Taliban and its top peace negotiator. 
Amid peace talks with the U.S., an exclusive report on the Taliban’s control and the threat from ISIS.    As 
part of a worldwide investigation with the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists that 
draws on a trove of more than 700,000 leaked documents, FRONTLINE examines how Africa’s richest 
woman, Isabel dos Santos, built a business empire with access to state funds from one of the poorest 
countries on earth — and the role U.S. companies have played in helping her amass her fortune. 
 
Frontline: Amazon Empire: The Rise of Jeff Bezos 2/18/2020 8:00PM (120 min) 
Examining Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos' ascent to power and the global impact of the empire he built. The 
film also investigates the darker side of the company's rapid growth, and the challenge of trying to rein 
in the power of the richest man in the world. 
 
Frontline: Plastic Wars 3/31/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Did the plastic industry use recycling to sell more plastic? With the industry expanding like never before 
and the crisis of ocean pollution growing, FRONTLINE and NPR investigate the fight over the future of 
plastics. 
 
Frontline: NRA Under Fire 3/24/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Once an unrivaled political power, the NRA is facing challenges from all sides. How the NRA aligned with 
President Trump and his base, but is under attack ahead of the 2020 election. 

 

Community/Politics/Government 

Hinckley Report 1/3/2020 7:30PM (30 min) 
UtahPolicy.com poll shows over 60% of Utahns oppose the new tax reform bill. Panelists preview the 
2020 legislative session with education, firearms, and alcohol on the docket. Jasen Lee, journalist with 
the Deseret News, Lindsay Whitehurst, Associated Press reporter, and Matt Canham, senior managing 
editor of the Salt Lake Tribune join host Jason Perry for this week’s Hinckley Report. 
 
Hinckley Report 1/10/2020 7:30PM (30 min) 
Sen. Lee responds to Trump administration’s Iran briefing. Greg Hughes announces his run for governor. 
Harmon’s Grocery supports signature gathering for tax referendum. Salt Lake Mayor Mendenhall sworn 
in. Spencer Stokes, president of Stokes Strategies, Paul Nelson, reporter with KSL News Radio, and 
Maura Carabello, president of the Exoro Group join Host Jason Perry on this week’s Hinckley Report. 
 
Hinckley Report 1/17/2020 7:30PM (30 min) 
How will Rob Bishop's entry as Thomas Wright's running mate shape the governor's race? Panelists 
discuss hot button issues in the upcoming legislative session from education to freedom of religion to 
gerrymandering. Salt Lake Tribune's Ben Wood, ABC4's Emily Clark and lobbyist with RRJ Consulting 
Chris Bleak join host Jason Perry for this week's Hinckley Report. 
 
 
 



Hinckley Report 2/7/2020 7:30PM (30 min) 
Romney votes against party lines to convict President Trump on 1st Article of Impeachment. Utah 
legislature dives into the second week of the session bringing priorities into focus. Doug Wright, KSL 
Radio and Television, and Host of Sunday Edition, Associated Press reporter Lindsay Whitehurst, and 
Rod Arquette, host of the Rod Arquette Show join host Jason Perry on this week’s Hinckley Report. 
 
 

Crime/Legal Issues 

Museum Secrets: Inside the Louvre 1/27/2020 8:00PM (60 min) 
We chase the brazen thief who stole the Mona Lisa to find out how she was recovered and how she 
became so famous, then scrutinize the official portrait of Napoleon's coronation to reveal a canvas of 
lies .We re-stage the jousting accident that killed a king to discover whether his head wound was 
inevitably fatal, then enter the turbulent life of a young artist to find out whether he was driven mad by 
sexual guilt or his attempts to paint a tragedy at sea. And finally, we probe a king's assassination to 
discover if the assailant was a lone knife-man or in league with an evil Queen. 
 
Independent Lens: Always in Season 2/24/2020 9:00PM (90 min) 
In 2014, African American teenager Lennon Lacy was found hanging from a swing set. His mother 
believes he was lynched. Stark inconsistencies and few answers from officials drive her to lead efforts in 
what has become an ongoing fight for the truth. 

 

Culture 

No Passport Required: Los Angeles 1/20/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Explore the large and thriving Armenian community in Los Angeles with Chef Marcus Samuelsson as he 
learns about their history, shares their traditional cuisine and meets young chefs who are taking it to the 
next level. 
 
Frontline: Battle For Hong Kong 2/11/2020 9:30PM (60 min) 
Inside the battle for Hong Kong, following protesters transformed and radicalized over eight months. 
The film examines the dramatic struggle in the last corner of China where human rights and freedoms 
exist but are under threat. 
 
 

Environment/Nature/Natural Disaster 

Nature: The Whale Detective 1/8/2020 7:00PM (60 min) 
A filmmaker investigates his traumatic encounter with a 30-ton humpback whale that breached and 
almost landed on him while he was kayaking. What he discovers raises far bigger questions about 
humans' relationship with whales and their future. 
 
Africa with Ade Adepitan 1/9/2020 7:00PM (60 min) 
Ade Adepitan embarks on the first leg of his journey, starting in West Africa. Ade travels from Cape 
Verde to Senegal and the Ivory Coast, before finishing in Nigeria, the country of his birth. 



Ozone Hole: How We Saved the Planet 1/8/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Discover the forgotten story of the hole in the ozone layer and how the world came together to fix it. 
Hear from the scientists and politicians who persuaded Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher to take 
action and solve the planetary problem. 
 
Expedition with Steve Backshall: Oman- Desert Canyon 1/15/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Follow Steve Backshall to Oman, where he plans to drop nearly 400 meters into the deepest canyon in 
Southern Arabia. In the scorching desert heat, Steve and his team will explore an area where no human 
has ever set foot. 
 
Frontline: Plastic Wars 3/31/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Did the plastic industry use recycling to sell more plastic? With the industry expanding like never before 
and the crisis of ocean pollution growing, FRONTLINE and NPR investigate the fight over the future of 
plastics. 
 
This is Utah: Set in Stone 2/27/2020 7:00PM (30 min) 
Utah is home to some serious bedrock — and millions of years of uplift & erosion means there’s no 
shortage of places to explore outside. See how visiting rock climbers & Emery County locals came 
together to create Joe’s Valley Festival, learn the history of recreational skiing in the Wasatch with 
Wasatch Mountain Club, and explore 40 miles’ worth of indigenous rock art in Nine Mile Canyon. 
Adventure seekers from around the world have found paradise in an old mining community thanks to 
the annual Joe’s Valley Festival. Named after the nearby Joe’s Valley river valley, the festival draws large 
crowds to Orangeville & Castle Dale the last weekend of September. It’s more than a bouldering festival 
— it’s a full-blown community celebration featuring everything from climbing workshops to rodeo 
games that draws an eclectic mix of local residents and climbers. Castle Dale Mayor Dan Van Wagoner, 
American Ninja Warrior winner Isaac Caldiero, and Cup of Joe’s coffee shop co-owner Doug Stilson share 
why this event grows bigger and better every year. Long before there were ski resorts in Utah, there was 
the Wasatch Mountain Club. Established in 1920, Wasatch Mountain Club was formed by a group of ski-
jumpers of Norwegian descent who would traverse Guardsman Pass on foot, seeking out the legendary 
powder and extensive backcountry where Brighton Resort exists today. Hear from club member and ski 
historian Alexis Kelner about the legacy of Wasatch Mountain Club, photographing the area in the 
1970s, and the future of recreational skiing in the Wasatch. Nine Mile Canyon is known as the world’s 
longest outdoor art gallery. With more than 40 miles of petroglyphs, pictographs, and rock shelters 
running from Duchesne to Carbon County, Nine Mile Canyon offers a unique slice of Utah’s ancient past. 
We’ll meet the youth volunteers from Project Discovery’s Nine Mile Canyon Stewardship Day, a program 
that aims to grow their passion for archaeology, and help protect these ancient Fremont & Ute artifacts 
from modern human injury. 
 
 

Family 

Independent Lens: Accept The Call 1/21/2020 11:00PM (90 min) 
Yusuf Abdurahman, who left Somalia as a refugee 25 years ago, has his worst fear realized when his son 
is arrested in an FBI counterterrorism sting. Follow Yusuf as he strives to understand why his child would 
leave America and attempt to join ISIS. 
 
 



Independent Lens: One Child Nation 3/31/2020 11:00PM (90 min) 
China's one-child policy forever changed the lives of mothers and children. Inspired by the birth of her 
first child, filmmaker Nanfu Wang returns to China to speak with her mother and brother, and explore 
the ripple effect of this social experiment. 
 

Health/Health Care    

COVID-19 In Utah: Your Questions Answered 3/18/2020 6:00PM (60 min) 
 
Confronting Coronavirus: A PBS Newshour Special 3/19/2020 7:00PM (60 min) 
This special focuses on health precautions for individuals and the public-at-large as well as the 
pandemic's economic impact in both the United States and globally. Anchored by NewsHour's managing 
editor Judy Woodruff, it includes interviews with officials; reporting from NewsHour's bench of special 
correspondents throughout the world; and a virtual town hall with curated questions from people 
across America, to be moderated by NewsHour correspondents Amna Nawaz and William Brangham. 
 

 
Housing/Shelter 
 
East Lake Meadows: A Public Housing Story 3/24/2020 7:00PM (120 min) 
Learn the history of East Lake Meadows, a former public housing community in Atlanta. Stories from 
residents reveal hardship and resilience, and raise critical questions about race, poverty and who is 
deserving of public assistance. 
 

Immigration/Refugees  
 
Frontline: Targeting El Paso 1/7/2020 9:30PM (60 min) 
How El Paso became Trump's immigration testing ground and then the target of a white supremacist. 
With interviews of current and former officials, border patrol agents, advocates and migrants, the inside 
story from the epicenter of the border crisis. 

 
Minorities/Civil Rights 
 
Independent Lens: The First Rainbow Coalition 1/28/2020 11:00PM (60 min) 
In 1969, the Chicago Black Panther Party began to form alliances across lines of race and ethnicity with 
other community-based movements in the city, including the Latino group the Young Lords Organization 
and the southern whites of the Young Patriots organization. Banding together in one of the most 
segregated cities in postwar America to collectively confront issues such as police brutality and 
substandard housing, they called themselves the Rainbow Coalition. By 1973, the coalition had collapsed 
under the weight of relentless harassment by local and federal law enforcement. Although short-lived, it 
had an outsize impact: Breaking down barriers between communities, it created a permanent shift in 
Chicago politics and an organizing model for future activists and politicians across the nation. The First 
Rainbow Coalition tells the movement's little-known story through rare archival footage and interviews 
with former coalition members. 
 



 
Frontline: Battle For Hong Kong 2/11/2020 9:30PM (60 min) 
Inside the battle for Hong Kong, following protesters transformed and radicalized over eight months. 
The film examines the dramatic struggle in the last corner of China where human rights and freedoms 
exist but are under threat. 

 
 
National Politics/Government 
 
Frontline: America’s Great Divide: Obama to Trump Part 1 1/13/2020 8:00pm (120 min) 
An investigation into America's increasingly bitter, divided and toxic politics. Episode One traces how 
Barack Obama's promise of unity collapsed as increasing racial, cultural and political divisions laid the 
groundwork for the rise of Donald Trump. 
 
Frontline: America’s Great Divide: Obama to Trump Part 2 1/14/2020 8:00pm (120 min) 
An investigation into America's increasingly bitter, divided and toxic politics. Episode Two examines how 
Donald Trump's campaign exploited the country's divisions and how his presidency has unleashed anger 
on both sides of the divide. 
 
PBS NewsHour Special Coverage: The Senate Impeachment Trial 
1/21/2020  11:00AM 
1/22/2020  11:00AM 
1/23/2020  11:00AM 
1/24/2020  11:00AM 
1/30/2020  11:00AM 
1/31/2020  11:00AM 
 
Iowa Caucuses: PBS Newshour Special 2/3/2020 9:00PM (30 min) 
Coverage of the 2020 Iowa caucuses.  
 
PBS Newshour Special: State of the Union Address 2/4/2020 7:00PM (120 min) 
The live coverage will include the president's speech, the Democratic response, and analysis from the 
PBS NEWSHOUR team. 
 
New Hampshire Primary: PBS Newshour Special 2/11/2020 9:00PM (30 min) 
Coverage of the 2020 New Hampshire primary. 
 
Frontline: NRA Under Fire 3/24/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Once an unrivaled political power, the NRA is facing challenges from all sides. How the NRA aligned with 
President Trump and his base, but is under attack ahead of the 2020 election. 
. 
 

 

 



Religion/Ethics 

Niall Ferguson’s Netword: Disruption 3/17/2020 7:00PM (60 min) 
Focusing on the great network revolution of our time and the Protestant Reformation, Niall Ferguson 
untangles important issues surrounding why social media networks polarize us, why some ideas go viral 
and why truth itself is at a disadvantage. 
 

Science/Technology 

NOVA: Polar Extremes 2/5/2020 7:00PM (120 min) 
Following a trail of fossils found in all the wrong places -- beech trees in Antarctica, redwoods and hippo-
like mammals in the Arctic --uncover the bizarre history of the poles, from miles-thick ice sheets to 
warm polar forests teeming with life. 
 
NOVA: Dog Tails 2/12/2020 8:00PM (60 min) 
Dogs have long been dependable companions by our sides. But it wasn't always that way-and a look at 
their closest living relative, the wolf, makes it clear why. Researchers reveal how humans tamed 
fearsome canines over tens of thousands of years, and how modern dog intelligence and behaviors have 
made them indispensable companions. 
 
NOVA: Cat Tales 2/19/2020 8:00PM (60 min) 
Worshiped as a goddess, condemned as satanic and spun into a stunning array of breeds, cats have long 
fascinated humans. But did we ever really domesticate them? And what can science tell us about our 
most mysterious companions?  
 
Niall Ferguson’s Netword: Winner Takes All 3/17/2020 8:00PM (60 min) 
Looking at lessons from the past, Niall Ferguson tells the story of how a decentralized worldwide web 
shifted to become a highly profitable network controlled by a tiny elite selling our attention for billions 
to the world's advertisers. 
 
Niall Ferguson’s Netword: Networld War 3/17/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Focusing on the geopolitics of our interconnected world, with lessons from terrorism and surveillance, 
Niall Ferguson shows how our democracies are under threat from forces that exploit and weaponize the 
social networks that we invented. 
 

Youth 

This is Utah: Nex Gen 2/13/2020 7:00PM (30 min) 
Utah has the largest proportion of young people in the nation — and that next generation is making an 
impact on the world. See how Malialole, a Polynesian music & dance group, is preserving its culture, 
meet 18-year-old classical composer & conductor, Maya Miro Johnson, and learn how State Street 
Boxing Gym helps local youth not only hone their boxing skills, but keeps them on the path to success. 
 
 
 
 



Utah Gymnastics: Red Rocks Retrospective 3/16/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
Fireworks light the ambitious faces of athletes running out of the west tunnel into the arena. It’s a home 
meet for the University of Utah’s gymnastics team program. As many as 15,000 fans packed into the Jon 
M. Huntsman Center cheer and flash “U” hand signs. The fervor for today’s gymnastics program has 
been nurtured over decades — momentum built from grueling practices, determination, academic 
achievement and coveted perfect 10s. The passage of Title IX in 1972 granted women equal rights in 
higher education and the University of Utah sought to expand opportunities for women in athletics. In 
1975, the U. approached Greg Marsden, a graduate student from Arkansas and former college diver 
teaching physical education classes, about establishing a women’s gymnastics program. Given a space in 
a gym shared with intramural basketball games and P. E. classes, Marsden set to work posting fliers 
across campus to recruit a team. He would go on to create one of the most successful college athletic 
programs of all time. Over 40 seasons, Marsden led the team to 10 national titles, broke attendance 
records and inspired academic excellence among the gymnasts. Because of Marsden’s legacy, Utah has 
produced more All-American athletes than any other gymnastics program. In fact, the Utah gymnasts is 
the only team to qualify for every NCAA championship since its inception. Beyond the athletic 
accomplishments he inspired, Marsden was also responsible for marketing the team to attract legions of 
fans, thousands of season ticket holders and curating one of the most dedicated fan bases in all of 
college sports. University of Utah Gymnastics: Red Rocks Retrospective features archival footage from 
vaults, bars and beam to floor routines, spanning the decades and some of the team’s memorable high-
scoring feats. The film celebrates key coaches, fans and supporters of the program while showcasing the 
inspiring drive of the All-American athletes who vaulted the U.’s program to success. 

 
War/Veterans/National Security 
 
Frontline: Taliban Country 1/21/2020 9:00PM (60 min) 
On the ground in Afghanistan with exclusive access to ISIS, the Taliban and its top peace negotiator. 
Amid peace talks with the U.S., an exclusive report on the Taliban's control and the threat from ISIS. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


