
2. Judging Motives

One of the things in our modern-day society that has gained a lot of traction is this idea 
that we’re not to judge anyone for anything. To say that this is a controversial issue would be a 
massive understatement. Even a cursory glance at the news in America right now will reveal just 
how far people are going to prevent judging of any sort.

The question then becomes what sort of judgments, if any, are acceptable. And as a 
Christian radio station, we here at KAPL do our best to get all of our theology and judgments 
from God’s Word, the Bible. The Bible has a lot to say about judging, and contrary to popular 
opinion, our Lord and God, Jesus, did NOT tell us to never judge anyone for anything. The 
Greek word in the Gospel for judge in that instance is krino, which means to judge to 
condemnation.

So what sort of judgments are as Christians to avoid? And how did this show on KAPL 
benefit the listening audience?
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Pastor Jon Courson stopped into the KAPL broadcast studio on that Monday morning to 
offer up some thoughts about this topic. The main gist of Pastor Jon’s talk on this particular 
morning was to point out that as Christians, we are not to judge people’s motives. While we can 
(and should) make sensible, biblically-based judgments on people’s behaviors, we are not able 
to—nor are we called to—make judgments about the motives of others.

Why is this? Because we are not able to see inside peoples’ hearts and minds. Only our 
Lord can do that, and while He knows the thoughts and intents of the heart, He in His love and 
sovereignty has chosen not to allow us to do that. Personally I believe that this, at least in part, 
because other than Him (God) all of us have our own sins and bad motives. Therefore, who are 
we to judge another in that regard?

Pastor Jon’s message on this particular Monday morning was a true blessing to the KAPL 
listening audience because it was a wonderful reminder—especially in light of the current 
circumstances happening in our culture today—that only Jesus knows and searches the hearts 
and minds. We are called to love, not condemn.


