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“MEET THE PRESS” 10/5/14- FRIEDEN ON EBOLA & DRUG PIPELINE; PFEIFFER ON SECRET SERVICE; AXELROD & SCARBOROUGH 
CLASH ON PANEL; NEW POLLS 

Frieden: “The drug pipeline is going to be slow” Pfeiffer on Ebola: “So we're prepared for this.  But we'll always be evaluating.  The 
president's focused on this every day.” Priebus on 2014: “I think we've got to win the Senate.” Axelrod on President Obama’s Ballot 
Line: “It was a mistake.” Scarborough says Republicans have “no message” 

OCTOBER 5, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured interviews with the Centers for Disease Control 
Director Tom Frieden, White House Senior Advisor Dan Pfeiffer, Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus and 
Former Senator Jim Webb (D-VA); and a panel discussion with NBC News senior political analyst and host of MSNBC’s “Morning 
Joe” Joe Scarborough, NBC News chief foreign affairs correspondent Andrea Mitchell, PBS NewsHour Co-Anchor Gwen Ifill and 
Director of the University of Chicago Institute of Politics and NBC News Senior Political Analyst David Axelrod. 
 
And Chuck unveiled new NBC News/Marist polling in three key states: Kansas, North Carolina and Iowa: 
http://nbcnews.to/1pX5O6Q 
 
Below are highlights, video, and a rush transcript of today’s program. All content will be available online at 
http://www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
# # # 
 
Chuck asks Dr. Tom Frieden about calming American fears 
 
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
 
Well, it's really understandable that people are scared.  It's a deadly virus.  But you have to go back to basics.  The bottom line here 
is we know how to stop it.  It's not going to spread widely in the U.S. for two basic reasons.  We can do infection control in hospitals 
and we can do public health interventions that stop it in its tracks. 
 
We do that by identifying every possible contact, monitoring them for 21 days, and if they get any symptoms, isolating and 
monitoring them as well.  That's how you stop Ebola.  That's how we've stopped every outbreak.  In fact, just this past week, we 
reported on our experience helping Nigeria stop their importation of Ebola. 
 
# # # 
 
Dr. Frieden on the drugs to help combat the Ebola virus 
 
 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
 
The drug pipeline is going to be slow, I'm afraid.  The most promising drug, ZMapp, there's no more of it, and it's hard to make.  It 
takes months to make just a bit.  So many people are working on can that be accelerate.  We're also looking at vaccines.  And there 
are a couple of promising vaccines that are already in initial trials.  And if those were available, we would be able to use them for 
healthcare workers and potentially in other places, if they work. 
 
# # # 
 
Pfeiffer dismisses claims that the hiring of Secret Service Director Pierson was “rushed” 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
When the White House decided, when the president decided to hire Director Pierson, did you guys rush?  Did you vet her 
properly?  Not necessarily on whether she had a good background and a good HR file.  But did you vet to see, was she up to the 
job?  Or did you rush? 
                                    
DAN PFEIFFER: 
No, we did not rush.  And she was someone with a 30-year record at the secret service.  Obviously, what had happened over the last 
several weeks here made it clear we needed to take another direction.  And we decided to do that, and we're very pleased that-- 
 
# # # 
 
Pfeiffer on the growing trust deficit for government insitutions 
 
DAN PFEIFFER: 
 
Look, I do understand that people have had a  growing skepticism of institutions for a long time, including government.  But people 
should know that everyone in the situations you mentioned, where a problem arises, we deal with it.  We deal with it quickly, we 
deal with it forcefully to make sure it doesn't happen. 
 
# # # 
 
Priebus on the importance of the Senate in the 2014 election 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
If you don't win the Senate, this is a bad election? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
I think so.  Yeah, I think that's fair.  I think we've got to win the Senate.  I think we will win the Senate.  The question for us is are we 
going to win with six, seven, or eight seats?  And I think that's what's up for grabs right now. 
 
# # # 
 
Joe Scarborough on Republicans lacking a message 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Is that because the Republicans don't have a message? 
                                 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
There is no message.  And you know who's saying that?  Republicans. 
 
GWEN IFILL: 
Scott Walker, among them. 
 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Yeah.  If you don't like President Obama's healthcare plan, what's your healthcare plan? 
                                 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
What's the alternative.  Right. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
If you don't like what Barack Obama's doing on jobs, how are you going to get people back to work? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Nobody has those messages. 
 
# # # 
 
Axelrod calls President Obama’s ballot line a ‘mistake’ 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
David Axelrod, you're not writing President Obama's speeches anymore, but if you were-- 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
No, I wouldn't put that line there. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Would you have?   I was just going to say, you would not-- 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
No, I would not have.  But understand, if you read the speech, the context of the line was, the thing he's pushing forward, minimum 
wage, pay equity, infrastructure, and he said these are on the ballot.  But the way, it was obvious when you saw the speech that that 
was not the way-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You're an ad man. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
That was going to-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That's all you-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
 
It was a mistake.  But you know, fundamentally, the issue that he should be driving and the Democratic party should be driving is 
forward looking, because the problem is how are middle class people going to make a living in this country, and what policies can we 
implement that can help?  We ought to have that debate. 
 
# # # 
 
Below is a RUSH transcript of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ “Meet the Press.” A final transcript 
of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
October 5, 2014                                      
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This Sunday on Meet the Press, America is on edge.  Ebola's been diagnosed on U.S. soil for the first time. 



                                     
DR. IRWIN REDLENER: 
The country is absolutely not ready for a large-scale epidemic. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
The head of the secret service had to resign after a series of blunders that compromised the security of a president. 
                                 
DAN BONGINO: 
The secret service at this point needs someone to come in with a fresh set of eyes. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
As our government got a grip on all of these challenges facing the country.  And can President Obama keep his promise about 
combat troops? 
                                 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
I won't commit our troops to fighting another ground war in Iraq or in Syria. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
We're going to hear from an Iraq War veteran who thinks he's already broken it. 
                                 
CLAY HANNA: 
The truth is that they are actively engaged in combat. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Plus, with less than a month until the midterms, I'm gonna reveal some big new polls that may be just what one party has been 
waiting to see.  And I'm Chuck Todd.  And joining me to provide insight and analysis this morning are NBC's Joe Scarborough; our 
chief foreign affairs correspondent here at NBC News, Andrea Mitchell; host of PBS NewsHour, Gwen Ifill; and former senior advisor 
to President Obama, David Axelrod.  Welcome to Sunday.  It's Meet the Press. 
 
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, good Sunday morning here.  Before I get down to business, I should show you this new set that we have here.  As you can see, 
we've got some new décor.   A nod to the history of the show.  Some important décor over here that really is just to give 
Scarborough a hard time.  That's the great University of Miami helmet. 
I've got a nice new coffee bar.  I'm going to call it coffee bar because hey, it's Sunday morning, we should only be drinking 
coffee.  Some of you may decide that you need more than that.  But we hope you enjoy it.  It's a clean look, we like it.  It's more my 
style.  And now let's get down to business.  It's been a rough week. 
There's a litany of problems that the government and the American public are having to worry about.  The first case of Ebola in the 
United States.  More revelations about the secret service incompetence, and another horrific ISIS beheading. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
The highest alert.  The CDC has now increased the emergency response to the Ebola epidemic. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
This outbreak is the largest in history, causing the president to send U.S. military personnel in an attempt to control the spread of 
the virus. 
                                     
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We have to act fast.  We can't dawdle on this one. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Ebola.  Just one of the frightening but true stories that have been seen on TV, newspapers and the internet. 
                                     
 



LESTER HOLT: 
It's an unbelievable scene as a man jumps over a fence. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
A man able to penetrate one of the most protected places in the country. 
                                 
KRISTEN WELKER: 
No one has ever gotten all the way through the front door, just behind me. 
                                     
SCOTT PELLEY: 
Worse than we knew. 
                                     
BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
Turns out, he got deep inside the mansion before being stopped.   
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
On Friday, another beheading. Then, an email confirming that another American is being held by ISIS.  And a White House realizing 
they needed to reassure a frightened public. 
                                     
BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
Ebola in the U.S. 
                                     
DAVID MUIR: 
The first confirmed case of Ebola. 
                                     
SCOTT PELLEY: 
A man in Texas has just been diagnosed with Ebola. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Because Ebola has left Africa and walked into a Dallas hospital. 
                                     
LISA MONACO: 
And that person is now being isolated and dealt with and significant contact tracing is being done. 
 
(END TAPE) 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's take a closer look at the severity of the Ebola outbreak.  The situation is dire in West Africa, with Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra 
Leone severely affected.  The Centers for Disease Control estimates 7,492 people have been infected, and that 3,439 have lost their 
lives.  But there are worries those numbers could continue to skyrocket with the CDC laying out a worst-case scenario, which could 
see 1.4 million infected by the end of the year. 
Earlier this month, President Obama told me that only the U.S. could lead the fight against the virus.  And more than 3,000 American 
troops are being deployed to West Africa in order to help with these relief efforts and build makeshift hospitals.  But it's important 
to note only one case has been diagnosed in the U.S. so far. 
This week, Thomas Eric Duncan tested positive in Dallas after traveling to the U.S. from Liberia.  His condition was downgraded 
yesterday from serious to critical.  And of course, here at NBC, we've been impacted.  On Thursday, Ashoka Mukpo, a freelance 
cameraman, who had been working with our chief medical correspondent, Dr. Nancy Snyderman in Liberia, was diagnosed with 
Ebola. 
He's due to be flown back for treatment in Nebraska.  No one on the NBC crew with Dr. Nancy Snyderman has shown any signs of 
infection.  She of course will quarantine herself for up to three weeks. I'm joined now by Dr. Tom Frieden, head of the Centers for 
Disease Control.  Dr. Frieden, welcome to Meet the Press. 
                                 
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
Good morning. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me ask you this morning what you can tell us about Mr. Duncan in Dallas.  We understand he's in critical, or I think now critical 
condition.  What more do you know? 



                                     
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
Well, just what you've said.  As we know, this is a serious illness, that the virus is very hard to fight in individual patients.  We know 
how to stop its spread in a community.  But for treatment of individual patients, the best care is intensive, supportive care.  And 
that's what's being done right now in Dallas.  And we really hope for his recovery.  But we recognize that it is a severe illness that 
does take far too many lives. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  Let's talk about the response in Africa right now.  It is still be described as an exponential problem.  So every infected 
person ends up infecting two more people.  So it is an exponential issue.  How do you change the math?  When do you think you can 
change that math? 
                                 
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
Well, with President Obama's decision to send the Department of Defense in to provide critical support, they're already there on the 
ground, they're working very effectively with our team, with other teams in the U.S. government internationally.  We're seeing a 
terrific international response as well.  Other countries are coming and helping. 
But the virus moves very, very fast.  We're beginning to see some signs that the response is getting more and more effective, for 
example, at making sure that people aren't being exposed to patients who have died from Ebola and getting safe removal of 
bodies.  There's been progress on that in the past week, and that's encouraging.  But this is going to be a long, hard fight. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me ask you about drugs.  We know there are some experimental drugs.  Some of them have been used to deal with the early 
U.S. relief workers that got infected early on during the beginning of this crisis.  Is there signs of speeding up that process so that 
these drugs are available faster, quicker, and either to be used both in West Africa and anything we need here? 
                                 
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
The drug pipeline is going to be slow, I'm afraid.  The most promising drug, ZMapp, there's no more of it, and it's hard to make.  It 
takes months to make just a bit.  So many people are working on can that be accelerate.  We're also looking at vaccines.  And there 
are a couple of promising vaccines that are already in initial trials.  And if those were available, we would be able to use them for 
healthcare workers and potentially in other places, if they work. 
So we've got to figure out as quickly as possible whether they work.  But even without drugs or vaccines, meticulous clinical care, 
just restoring the patient's fluid balance can save a lot of lives.  And in Africa, we're seeing some of those makeshift hospitals 
providing that good fluid care that's doubling survival rates there. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
How do you calm American fears here?  Right now, the public we saw, we saw an airplane sort of quarantined in Newark.  You're 
now seeing hundreds of cases where people are reporting potential symptoms that might be Ebola-related.  And frankly, we're 
getting close to causing a panic about this.  How do you stop that part of this virus? 
                                 
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
Well, it's really understandable that people are scared.  It's a deadly virus.  But you have to go back to basics.  The bottom line here 
is we know how to stop it.  It's not going to spread widely in the U.S. for two basic reasons.  We can do infection control in hospitals 
and we can do public health interventions that stop it in its tracks. 
We do that by identifying every possible contact, monitoring them for 21 days, and if they get any symptoms, isolating and 
monitoring them as well.  That's how you stop Ebola.  That's how we've stopped every outbreak.  In fact, just this past week, we 
reported on our experience helping Nigeria stop their importation of Ebola. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, let me ask you very quickly though.  We've got flu seasons going to be coming up.  Can the U.S. healthcare system handle the 
incoming that if you mix sort of fear about Ebola with your typical flu season, and people feeling sort of similar issues, fever, stuff 
like that, are you worried about a crush of the American healthcare system because of the Ebola fear mixed in during flu season? 
                                 
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
I don't think we're going to see a huge number of Ebola patients, or even concerns for Ebola patients.  It's great that we have an 
index of suspicion such that we evaluate every person who has traveled and who might have it.  And that's what we expect to 
see.  It's actually a good thing to see more concerns so that we don't miss a patient and allow it to spread in a cluster in this country. 
What flu season will hold, I don't know.  It's a good time to get a flu shot.  The only thing you can predict about flu season is that it'll 
be here and we can't predict what it'll be like.  So very important to get a flu shot.  That'll reduce the burden both on you and on the 



healthcare system.  But I think our healthcare system certainly has challenges.  But it can respond, it has resilience, we have 
hardworking doctors and nurses, people running the system.  And we're going to learn from each experience and respond even 
better next time. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Dr. Frieden from the Centers for Disease Control, thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 
                                     
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
Thank you. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
You got it.  All right.  For more on the Ebola response, I'm joined now by Dan Pfeiffer, senior advisor to President Obama.  Dan, 
welcome back to Meet the Press. 
                                 
DAN PFEIFFER: 
Thanks for having me, Chuck. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's go to I think with the White House's responsibility, which is sort of calming the public's nerves.  Is the administration 
considering stepped up tactics here, possibly more aggressive screenings at airports?  Something to reassure the public that Ebola is 
going to have a hard time making it to the United States? 
                                 
DAN PFEIFFER: 
With, I think the first thing we need to do is make sure that the American people understand how hard it is to contract Ebola, and to 
understand that there is no country in the world better prepared than the United States to deal with this.  We have the best public 
health infrastructure and the best doctors in the world.  We've been preparing for this eventuality since the outbreak in West Africa 
started seven months ago. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Why though, I guess go back to the question.  I understand about the outbreak, but are you going to try to do more measures?  I 
think this is a public that is very fearful right now, because you say one thing here, and then all of a sudden, Ebola walked into a 
Dallas hospital. 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
Well, I think we're going to constantly evaluate all the measures we have in place.  I think it's important for people to understand 
that this outbreak's been happening for seven months in West Africa, and this is the first time someone has come to the United 
States.  So we're prepared for this.  But we'll always be evaluating.  The president's focused on this every day. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
So you may do more? 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
No, I think we are going to look and make sure everything is working.  And if we see where there are flaws in the system, where 
things don't work, we'll address those.  But we're very confident in the procedures we have in place.  And people should know that 
the president's focused on this every day.  He's briefed on it every day.  He's in contact with Dr. Frieden, the CDC, local officials in 
Dallas to make sure that every resource we need to deal with it is being brought to bear here. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
I think one of your challenges though is a trust deficit that has been created over the last 18 months.  I want to put up a graphic, 
whether you believe it's fair or not, it is a fact about all the different sort of government gaps over the last 18 months.  Edward 
Snowden stealing NSA files, the VA faking wait times, IRS losing emails, healthcare.gov doesn't launch. 
The president himself saying, "U.S. intelligence agencies underestimated ISIS."  The DHS, the border failure with that surge over the 
summer, sort of failure, and of course, the secret service.  Why should we trust that what you're saying about the CDC is able to 
handle this?  You understand why there's more skepticism than normal. 
                                    
DAN PFEIFFER: 
Look, I do understand that people have had a  growing skepticism of institutions for a long time, including government.  But people 
should know that everyone in the situations you mentioned, where a problem arises, we deal with it.  We deal with it quickly, we 



deal with it forcefully to make sure it doesn't happen. 
Let's take one example that got a lot of attention over the summer, which is the surge at the Southwestern border.  That was a 
problem that came.  We brought to bear every resource possible to do it.  And this month, crossings at the borders are less than 
they were this time last year-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
I understand that.  And I'll give you, there always is a good reaction.  Ebola needs to be pro-action. 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
Well, believe that's exactly what we're doing.  Which is why the only way to deal with this is to stop it at its source.  Which is why 
we're deploying around 3,000 troops there to bring to bear the-- 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Is that enough?  Are we going to have more? 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
That is what the Pentagon believes we need right now.  And we'll constantly evaluate that.  But what we can do there is bring-- no 
one is better at command and control logistics than the U.S. military.  And they're going to make a huge difference over there.  It's 
going to take some time, it's going to take a lot of work, but it's the right step to take. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to play you a sound bite from Republican Senator Rand Paul about this military troop issue, helping with Ebola.  He's got a 
concern frankly that that's a way for Ebola to affect the American military.  Take a listen. 
                                     
SEN. RAND PAUL (ON TAPE): 
You also have to be concerned about 3,000 soldiers getting back on a ship.  Where is disease most transmittable?  When you're in 
very close confines on a ship.  We all know about cruises and how they get these diarrhea viruses that are transmitted very easily 
and the whole ship gets sick.  Can you imagine if a whole ship full of our soldiers catch Ebola? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Fair concern? 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
It's a concern that is being dealt with and we're prepared to deal with.  People will be screened appropriately, we'll make sure that 
doesn't happen. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, there's a lot of public officials that are skeptical and nervous about this.  Do you think they've been acting responsibly? 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
I think that a lot of people have been very responsible about this, about not raising irrational fears and communicating information 
people need to know.  I think that's important and we appreciate that. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm going to shift to the secret service here.  When the White House decided, when the president decided to hire Director Pierson, 
did you guys rush?  Did you vet her properly?  Not necessarily on whether she had a good background and a good HR file.  But did 
you vet to see, was she up to the job?  Or did you rush? 
                                    
DAN PFEIFFER: 
No, we did not rush.  And she was someone with a 30-year record at the secret service.  Obviously, what had happened over the last 
several weeks here made it clear we needed to take another direction.  And we decided to do that, and we're very pleased that-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Turned out she was the wrong hire, right? 



                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
Turned out we needed a new direction.  And Joe Clancy, someone who the president knows very well, I know very well, is the 
exactly right person to come in on an interim basis.  He'll be here next week to begin dealing with whatever situations may arrive in 
the secret service. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Is it time to hire an outsider? 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
I think we're going to let Joe Clancy get there, look at it, begin to steer the agency in the right direction, and we'll see who the right 
fit is. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
I'll ask you about the president's speech in Chicago this week.  There's one way to read it is that he was declaring victory here on his 
agenda, that he believes he's got a successful-- is that a way to look at it?  That basically it worked?  "Hey, my policies were 
right.  Look at this.  Everything is great." 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
I don't think that's a fair reading of the speech, though.  The president was very clear that while we have made significant progress 
to improve the economy, to build a durable foundation for the economy going forward, job creation, auto industry back, housing 
industry coming back.  But he said very clearly that we have more work to do because too much of the benefits of that growth is not 
being showed broadly enough on the middle class. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
He said, "We're better off now than we were before."  But the direction of the country, the public, nearly 70% of the public thinks 
we're heading down the wrong-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
And I think you-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
A big disconnect here. 
                                     
DAN PFEIFFER: 
I think it is very clear, anyone who works in the economy knows we were losing hundreds of thousands of jobs a month, we have 
now created more than ten million private sector jobs.  Every indicator is up significantly over the last six years.  But there is certainly 
more work to do.  And that's a lot of what this election is about, is a choice between Democrats and Republicans, Republicans who 
are opposing the common-sense economic policies we need to help the middle class. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Dan Pfeiffer, senior advisor to President Obama, thanks for coming back here on Meet the Press. Let's get some reaction now from 
our panel.  Of course Joe Scarborough, Andrea Mitchell, Gwen Ifill, David Axelrod.  Joe, let's go to Ebola.  You had some pretty tough 
words on Friday about government response and your own personal concerns.  What you've heard from Dr. Frieden and Dan 
Pfeiffer, you feel any better than you did Friday? 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
No, I don't feel better.  And I don't think most Americans feel better.  You have everybody saying, "Hey, let's stay calm."  That's what 
the World Health Organization said back in the spring when this broke out.  And then they said, "Let's stay calm," when the head of 
Doctors without Borders, as The Washington Post reported this morning, went to them in late July and said, "This is a crisis."  They 
said, "You're panicking, you're panicking." 
And we're hearing the same thing now.  Let's look at it.  The World Health Organization has been dismal.  They've ignored all of the 
warning signs.  And then the African countries, the governments there have failed miserably.  And right now, a lot of Americans are 
seeing what happened in Dallas and looking at your laundry list, what happened with the secret service, what happened with the 
IRS, what happened with the VA, what happened with ISIS being a JV team.  So when anybody, any member of the government says, 
"Hey, just relax, everything's going to be okay," Americans don't believe that. 



                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Andrea? 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
And in fact, it's that laundry list, it's more and worse here, because in Dallas, look what happened.  The man comes into the ER, he 
tells a nurse he was in West Africa, in Liberia, they initially blame it on a computer system where the nurse doesn't call the ER 
doctor. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
I know, the system broke. 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Now they acknowledge it wasn't the computer system at all, that the doctor on the case had the same information.  People are not 
communicating.  And this is after we were told by the government, by the CDC, by the White House, that doctors and hospitals 
around the country were prepared. 
One thing now though, they now begin to realize that I'm told by sources that they are now going to consider strongly having 
screening.  And they don't have the personnel.  CDC doesn't have the personnel.  But they now believe if they go to a small number, 
four main airports, they can get about 75% of the people coming in. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
JFK, Dulles, O'Hare, Newark. 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Newark. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Those four airports, they can hit 75% of the incoming West Africans traveling. 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
You cannot trust people to believe to be asked a questionnaire at the port of departure in Africa. 
                                 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
But wait, if you have a six year old daughter, and you're in West Africa, and you think she may have Ebola, are you going to answer 
the question honestly? 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Absolutely. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Are you going to come to the United States?  I'm coming to the United States to try to save my daughter's life. 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
I think we have a couple of different questions here.  One is that the set of systems broke down.  And it's clear that you can look at 
isolated systems and say they broke down.  It's one thing for the U.S. to say, "We're going to send all of these mobile military 
hospitals to set up in Monrovia."  But it turns out, there's no infrastructure there to get them set up. 
There are systems that break down.  But the question you're asking is whether, it's the term that Dr. Frieden used, the index of 
suspicion, whether that expands to everything.  I don't know that Americans turn and automatically look to their government and 
say, "Fix this," the way we think they do.  If they're suspicious of government in all these other ways, and they also are expecting 
government to have-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, well, they're suspicious-- 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
Let me just, let's test one thing.  One case of Ebola in the United States, right?  One.  3,000 people dead in West Africa, which we 
weren't talking about last week.  So all of a sudden, we are panicked. 
                                     



CHUCK TODD: 
And by the way, every warning case, every ca-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, and obviously we have a math issue. 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
One case is a tipping point? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
And everyone is connected. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
I'm sorry.  It's going to such a level in West Africa, that now is when you would start to. As Kent Brantly said, a guy who knows 
something about this, because he had it, said, "This is a fire from hell.  And if you think that the Atlantic Ocean is going to stop it 
from coming over here, you're kidding yourself." 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
But David, you're-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
--want to disagree with Dr. Scarborough, but-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
David, that's an understatement. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay, okay, okay gang.  Gentlemen, let's give each other-- 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
Tom Frieden, Tony Fauci at the NIH, these are public health professionals of world-class standing.  They have no motivation to 
mislead the American people.  They've dealt with many epidemics before many health issues before.  I don't think there's a reason 
to believe that they're not doing what needs to be done.  And I will say this about the jaundice issue. 
I sat on this very set, it wasn't as nice, but in the spring of 2010, and we talked about the oil leak in the Gulf.  And everyone said, 
"This is Obama's Katrina.  Things are out of control.  The government's broken down."  It wasn't even mentioned in the 2012 
election, because ultimately it was dealt with.  So I suggest we look back six months from now and review this discussion. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
No I understand. 
                                 
DAVID AXELROD: 
And I suspect that we're going to say is, "Gee, that wasn't what we thought it was." 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
But David, the problem for the White House right now is they have to make sure people don't panic. 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
Right. 



                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Because we can't have our public health facilities flooded.  I brought up flu season for a reason, because the symptoms are almost 
identical.  And we could see a total crush on that system. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
But what is our responsibility in creating and fomenting-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, that's, I-- 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
But the government-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
What the responsibilities are with asking questions.  And I understand the Dr. Scarborough comment.  I'll be really honest with you. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
It's not-- 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
This is a serious issue.  I'm quoting people that have Ebola, that have spent time in West Africa-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
People like you and people like us go on television and say, "This is far worse than they're saying, this is a reason to get--" 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
I'm not saying that. 
                                 
DAVID AXELROD: 
"This is a reason to be--" 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
I'm not saying that. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay guys. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
You're hearing things I haven't said, David-- 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
Then people respond to it. 
                                 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
What I was saying is, we have to ask tough questions. 



                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
I've got to hit the pause button, Joe. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
--actually, I thought he did a pretty good job. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's do the pause button, because you guys have plenty.  We're going to come back.  We can continue this discussion. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Chuck, we're trying to help. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All four of you.  I hear you, I hear you.  You're doing great here.  But I've got a few other guests here I want to talk to.  In fact, when 
we come back, I've got the head of the Republican National Committee here, Reince Priebus, who's been I think amused by this back 
and forth.  I'm going to ask him the reasons why we're not seeing signs of a wave for the GOP.  Is it because his party doesn't have a 
coherent message?  We'll be back in a minute. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  Republicans are hoping for a Beach Boys kind of November.  Catch a wave and you're sitting on top of the 
world.  But so far, that wave not really in sight.  On Thursday, my next guest, Reince Priebus, played out what he called the GOP's 
principles for American renewal ahead of the midterms.  But those principles are nothing like the clear message the party offered in 
1994, when Newt Gingrich's Contract with America led to a Republican sweep.  Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican National 
Committee, welcome back to Meet the Press. 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Hey Chuck, good morning. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to talk about your principles here.  They sound great.  In fact, Karl Rove said it was very well poll-tested language.  Preserve, 
value, and honor the constitution, grow the economy, balance budget amendment, healthcare reform, improve veterans’ access to 
healthcare, strong military, equal educational opportunity, improve the job market, value family life, religious liberty, hard work, 
energy independence, immigration including secure borders and uphold the law.  Very agreeable language.  I don't think anybody, 
including some Democrats would disagree.  But there's no policy here.  No policy connected to this.  Why? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Actually, it's not true.  We call for a balanced budget amendment, that's policy.  We call for school choice, that's policy.  We call for 
the president adhering to the constitution and not violating the law and not abiding by what we call the Separation of Powers Act in 
the constitution.  I think if you go back and look at the Contract with America, you'll see it'll say welfare reform-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Oh, the Contract with America, I've got it here. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
--is that this is something that our party-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
We're not seeing-- 
 



(OVERTALK) 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
--this year. 
                                 
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
That's not true.  I mean, when you can put John Boehner, Ted Cruz, Mitch McConnell, Tony Perkins, and the Tea Party Express on the 
same page, which you have, as a unified party, and as far as a wave is concerned, I don't know what polls you're looking at.  But if 
you look at Arkansas, you look at Alaska, South Dakota, West Virginia, Louisiana, you go to Colorado, you're seeing Republicans in 
the lead.  So look, with a month out, I'd much rather be where we're at than where the Democrats are at. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
If you don't win the Senate, failure? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
I think we've got to win the Senate. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
For the-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
--election. 
                                 
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Absolutely. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
If you don't win the Senate, this is a bad election? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
I think so.  Yeah, I think that's fair.  I think we've got to win the Senate.  I think we will win the Senate.  The question for us is are we 
going to win with six, seven, or eight seats?  And I think that's what's up for grabs right now. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
One of the things in here that you didn't mention, there's a lot of social issues.  Why was that? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Well, we did talk about a strong family, we did talk about life, and we talked about family-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
It seems like you're nervous about it. 
                                 
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Well-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Are social issues working against you guys? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Have you read-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 



Not at all.  If you read the speech, we didn't hide away from social issues at all.  But the fact of the matter is is that people are out of 
work, the real unemployment rate is at 11.8%.  And whether you're in Laredo, Texas, or Peoria, Illinois, the president's policies aren't 
working.  And the president on Friday, as you rightfully noted earlier in the show, said that his policies are on the ballot.  Well, of 
Barack Obama's on the ballot and his policies are on the ballot, it's going to be a pretty bad year for Democrats. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Unemployment's below 6%.  How has that not the economy-- how can the Democrats say, "Hey, things are getting better." 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
I think you guys spelled it out pretty well when you had Mr. Pfeiffer on.  From the real unemployment rate, for the how many people 
are out of work, the labor participation rate is at record lows.  People today don't feel better off than they were five years ago.  And 
obviously, whether it's the GSA, the IRS, Syria, Ebola, the Secret Service, I mean, what's going well in regard to this administration 
and those senators that have followed this president lockstep? 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
A court upheld a new law in Texas.  One of the things about the Republican party is you don't like a lot of regulation on businesses, 
except if the business is a abortion clinic.  80% of these abortion clinics in Texas are going to be basically out of business because of 
this new law.  Too much regulation, is that fair?  Why regulate on the abortion issue now until maybe the law is-- and maybe wait 
until you win a fight in the Supreme Court where you outlaw abortion altogether.  Why restrict a business now in the state of Texas? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Well, you obviously have to talk to someone in Texas.  But the fact of the matter is that we believe that any woman that's faced with 
an unplanned pregnancy deserves compassion, respect, counseling, whatever it is that we can offer to be-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
But 80% of those clinics are gone.  It's something that they have to drive 200 or 300 miles for that compassion? 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
No, look, listen Chuck. The issue for us is only one thing.  And that's whether you ought to use taxpayer money to fund 
abortion.  That's the one issue that I think separates this conversation that we're having.  And so and the fact of the matter is, what 
this election is going to come down to, and I think we know it, is whether or not people feel better off today than they did four or 
five years ago, whether these Democrat senators followed this president lockstep, in spite of the fact that things aren't going in the 
right direction, whether it be ObamaCare, jobs, the economy, Keystone Pipeline, all of the above. 
It's not working for him.  So you can try to steer, talking about abortion again.  But the fact of the matter is, if you're in Skagway, 
Alaska, you're thinking about the fact of why my life isn't better off today than it was when this senator was elected six years ago. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican party, we'll be watching.  Thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
You bet. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Welcome to our new set. 
                                     
REINCE PRIEBUS: 
Thank you. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Back to the panel, Joe, Andrea, Gwen, and David.  I want to put up this piece of sound we heard from the president from that 
speech, you heard Reince Priebus just talk about it.  It was a pretty interesting comment that a lot of Republican campaigns are 
pretty excited about.  Here it is. 
                                 
PRESIDENT OBAMA (ON TAPE): 
I'm not on the ballot this fall.  But make no mistake, these policies are on the ballot.  Every single one of them. 
                                    



CHUCK TODD: 
Well, we posited it in, first read that this would be in Republican ads on Friday morning.  By Friday afternoon, they're in Republican 
ads.  Take a look at this one in Kansas. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
                       
NARRATOR: 
Now Barack Obama says-- 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
I'm not on the ballot this fall.  But make no mistake, these policies are on the ballot.  Every single one of them. 
 
NARRATOR: 
Obama's candidate for senate in Kansas?  Greg Orman.  A vote for Greg Orman is a vote for the Obama agenda. 
 
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
David Axelrod, you're not writing President Obama's speeches anymore, but if you were-- 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
No, I wouldn't put that line there. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Would you have?   I was just going to say, you would not-- 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
No, I would not have.  But understand, if you read the speech, the context of the line was, the thing he's pushing forward, minimum 
wage, pay equity, infrastructure, and he said these are on the ballot.  But the way, it was obvious when you saw the speech that that 
was not the way-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You're an ad man. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
That was going to-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That's all you-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
It was a mistake.  But you know, fundamentally, the issue that he should be driving and the Democratic party should be driving is 
forward looking, because the problem is how are middle class people going to make a living in this country, and what policies can we 
implement that can help?  We ought to have that debate. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Go ahead, Andrea. 
 
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
I'm not echoing Reince Priebus because he is obviously partisan, and that's his job.  But if you look at The Wall Street Journal, The 
Washington Post, The New York Times, The Financial Times, all the reporting on the jobs data from Friday reported that participation 
rate is at historic lows, decades lows.  59% are involved in the labor force.  That's just not a sustainable look-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 



                                 
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
--have two Americas, we really do. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm going to get into that.  Actually, I want to just-- 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
But that is a long-term trend. 
 
ANDRE MITCHELL: 
And it's not improving. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
DAVID AXELROD: 
--said in the break, everything doesn't have to be political.  This is a problem for the country, and it's been with us over a long period 
of time. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Gwen-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
GWEN IFILL: 
Every reporting also on Friday about these jobs numbers show they were the lowest since 2008.  They showed that even though the 
job participation is dropping, that it's hard to argue that things aren't better.  The problem, and the dilemma for the president, and 
we saw it, I don't know if he was weighing that or not, but the problem with the president is he wants to say, "Look, there is good 
news and I'm willing to run on that." 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
The problem with Republicans though and the-- 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
Except he's not running. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
But I was just going to say, I want you to talk about, did he have a message? 
                                 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
No. 
                                
CHUCK TODD: 
What did you think about these principles of-- 
 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Listen, Barack Obama is not on the ballot.  His issues may be on the ballot.  But look at the polls.  His numbers are low.  And yet, 
despite the fact they're low in Kansas, you've got an independent candidate who's up by ten points.  Despite the fact they're low 
across the deep South.  They're in the low 20s.  Mary Landrieu's doing great.  Not great, but she's doing much better than she should 
be in Louisiana.  Kay Hagan's doing much better than she should be in North Carolina. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Is that because the Republicans don't have a message? 
                                 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
There is no message.  And you know who's saying that?  Republicans. 



 
GWEN IFILL: 
Scott Walker, among them. 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Yeah.  If you don't like President Obama's healthcare plan, what's your healthcare plan? 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
What's the alternative.  Right. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
If you don't like what Barack Obama's doing on jobs, how are you going to get people back to work? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Nobody has those messages. 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
He's trying to respond to what is obvious, which is their standing is much lower than his standing because of what you said.  But you 
listen to their principles, and it reminds me of the old Mayor Daley said, we have to rise to higher and higher platitudes. 
 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
You are so parched 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, guys. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
It makes me sad, David Axelrod. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All right. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
We're going to take another pause.  You guys are having fun this morning here.  We'll pause.  President Obama has vowed American 
troops will not be sent to take on ISIS.  But are they already engaged?  We're going to hear from an Iraq War veteran who said that 
the so-called troops on the ground are already there. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And we are back.  On Friday, ISIS released another horrific video showing the beheading of British charity worker Alan 
Henning.  Then ISIS warned that an American aid worker, Peter Kassig, could be next.  Meanwhile, U.S. and coalition air strikes 
against the terror group are continuing in both Syria and Iraq.  But ISIS is continuing to make advances, and of course those threats. 
Here at home, the president has been clear.  American combat troops will not be used to take on ISIS.  But Clay Hanna is not so 
sure.  He wrote an op-ed piece in Politico explaining why.  Hanna is an Iraq War veteran who served from 2003 to 2008.  Here's Clay 
Hanna in his own words. 
                                     
CLAY HANNA: 
I do not think that there is honesty when the president, when leadership has been speaking about how troops are being 
deployed.  What's being said is that there are no boots on the ground.  And characterizing the efforts and service of the military 
members that are deployed into the fight as something less than being at war. 
The truth is that they are actively engaged in combat.  At some point, ISIS is going to have a success.  And what the military success 
looks like for them is a dead American soldier.  We have a dangerous tendency to underestimate the enemy and overestimate our 
allies and their capabilities.  And I see us making that exact same mistake now. 
We need to clearly identify who our friends are.  When we give weapons and training to people who we should not trust, people 
who we would not let on an airplane out of our own airports.  It's inevitable that down the road, they will most likely turn against 
us.  I want to see leadership in Washington take responsibility for communicating clearly with the American people.  It is very 



personal.  I feel like I have a responsibility as a veteran to speak up and ensure that there is a voice. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
That was Iraq War veteran Clay Hanna in his own words.  Coming up, who better other react to Clay Hanna's concerns than Jim 
Webb, former secretary of Navy and a decorated Vietnam veteran who is considering a run for the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 2016.  Stay with us. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back, now to our Meet the Candidate series, sort of, this week I'm joined by Jim Webb, who points out he's just a 
potential candidate for president in 2016.  He certainly has a unique resume.  Webb is a former Marine and served in Vietnam where 
he won a Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism as well as the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, and two Purple Hearts. 
In the '80s, he served in the Reagan administration, as an assistant secretary of defense and secretary of the navy.  In 2006, he 
switched parties and was elected as a Democratic senator from Virginia and served just one term before opting not to seek 
reelection.  He's also a successful author and screenwriter and has written eight books over the years.  And I do want to mention 
that my wife helped Jim Webb in his 2006 Senate campaign.  Senator Webb, welcome back to Meet the Press. 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
Good to be with you. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to actually begin with any reaction you have to Clay Hanna, because how politicians use phrases like "boots on the ground," 
and politicize the issues of combat troops, that does have an impact on soldiers, doesn't it? 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
Well, it doesn't.  And actually, just having watched the beginning of your show, I think it's fair to say right now that we are at a 
crossroads as a nation in terms of how we view ourselves, how we say these things to ourselves.  And the way that these issues are 
going to be resolved in the next couple of years will affect us for a very long time. 
And this is true in domestic policy as well.  When you see the arguments here about economic fairness, the truth is that it really 
depends on where you're sitting in this country.  We've got a stock market that has almost tripled since March of 2009. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You're feeling good? 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
Yeah, exactly.  If you've got capital, you're feeling pretty good.  But average salaries have gone down, loans to small businesses have 
actually decreased.  And we have a criminal  justice system that's embarrassing.  And all of the country should be focusing on that 
too.  And in foreign policy, what you're hearing from this former soldier is something that we're seeing a lot of countrywide. 
And that is that we have not had a clear articulation of what American foreign policy is, basically since the end of the Cold War.  So 
when you're looking at places like Iraq and Syria, you're seeing policies that can't be clearly articulated. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
You're basically saying that the president-- 
 
JIM WEBB: 
And people-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
You're basically saying President Obama doesn't have a foreign policy. 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
I'm saying that in terms of a clear doctrine, we have been lacking that for a very long time.  And it particularly impacts the Middle 
East.  If you look at what's going on right now, there are two data points I think that are critical.  The first was the decision by the 
Bush administration to invade and occupy Iraq.  Which empowered Iran and unleashed all the sectarian violence.  And then it was 
what I thought was a strategic, the inadvisable strategy of the Arab Spring.  And what has happened in Libya as well as Syria as a 
result. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Well, the beginning of the Arab Spring was actually in some ways Egypt.  Was that a mistake?  Was the president getting involved in 
pushing Mubarak out the beginning of the mistake that then turned to Libya, that then turned to Syria? 
 
JIM WEBB: 
I think what you were seeing in Egypt and I was talking about it when it began was the first rule of wing walking is make sure you've 
got a clear grasp on where you're going before you leave where you are.  This was accentuated in Libya.  I spoke very strongly 
against the notion that a president could unilaterally conduct military operations in an area where we had no treaties at work, we 
had no Americans under attack or at risk. 
 
And you take a look at the end result of Libya, are an enormous number of weapons that are unaccountable, which are probably in 
Syria, and can you get to the Tripoli airport today?  And who's talking about that?  Now if you take a look at Syria, which is Syria and 
these other parts of Iraq, which is what the former soldier was talking about, we now have a situation where we're asking these 
freedom fighters, or whatever you want to call them, who were going after Assad, to help us go after ISIS. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
And it's not clear to you that they're going to do that.  Is it? 
                                 
JIM WEBB: 
And the elements that are fighting there are very fluid in terms of the people who declare their alliances.  I would be willing to bet 
that we had people at the top of ISIS who actually have been trained by Americans at some point. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me move to your potential political ambitions.  Is there anybody else thinking about running for president, that if they got in, 
you'd say, "You know what?  They're going to touch on these issues better than I am." 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
You know, I'm really not looking at that.  What I'm trying to do is exactly the same thing that I did when I was thinking about running 
for the Senate. And that is to identify the issues that America needs to focus on and in order to regain the trust of the American 
people. 
And if you look at these polls that you were showing, I think the people are way ahead of their leaders.  And they know we have 
these problems, that we're at a crossroads.  And they're very disappointed in the fact that the top leaders in both parties have not 
been able to come together for the good of the country to work to solve them. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
You're inevitably going to be compared to Hillary Clinton here.  What's the contrast that you think's fairest between you and Hillary 
Clinton? 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
I'll leave that to other people to answer. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
If people describe you as running to her left, what do you say? 
                                 
JIM WEBB: 
I believe in certain principles that I put out.  And whether they are to the left or to the right doesn't matter to me.  I don't change 
what I believe.  This is what I did when I ran for the Senate.  And I'm very concerned about issues of economic fairness, social 
justice.  We worked on criminal justice reform.  Eight years ago we put two and a half years of hearings in it in the Senate.  I don't 
know whether that's to the left or to the right.  It's a leadership issue.  It's not a political issue. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Is she a qualified president? 
                                    
JIM WEBB: 
We worked-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think she's a qualified candidate to be president? 



                                 
JIM WEBB: 
We led on this to Asia, which people talked about a lot for the Obama administration.  We began that two years before President 
Obama was elected.  And I've been very strong on different ways to deal with foreign policy. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
You're smiling here.  You don't want to talk about Hillary Clinton yet.  Is that fair to say?  You're not ready to talk about her? 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
I don't think it's for me to talk about Hillary Clinton.  I enjoyed working with her when I was in the Senate.  I don't know what she's 
going to do, if she runs, what she will run on.  I'm just very concerned about these issues for the country. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly, a few key issues.  Gay marriage. You were for civil unions, but not for legalized gay marriage when you ran in 
2006.  Have you changed? 
                                 
JIM WEBB: 
I took some very tough stands in '06.  People will look back at the Virginia campaign.  There was a gay marriage amendment on the 
ballot, an anti-gay marriage amendment on the ballot in Virginia.  I've got a lot of family ties down in the far Southwest, and I oppose 
that.  And I'm really comfortable with where the evolution has-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
So you're not ready, so legal in some places, but not legal in others? 
                                 
JIM WEBB: 
I think this has been a good thing for the country. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay.  Well, Jim Webb, I'm going to leave it there.  Former Democrat Senator from Virginia, we'll be watching.  Are you going to 
announce before the end of the year? 
                                     
JIM WEBB: 
Taking it one day at a time. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Fair enough.  Up next, the roads to economic recovery.  We've been talking about a lot already on the show.  And guess what?  It 
depends where you live.  If you live near an interstate, that may be the best way to have a good, personal economic future. 
              
***Commercial Break*** 
                  
PRESIDENT OBAMA (ON TAPE): 
So it is indisputable that our economy is stronger today than when I took office.  It's also indisputable that millions of Americans 
don't yet feel enough of the benefits of a growing economy where it matters most.  And that's in their own lives. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, that was President Obama this week touting his administration's policies and those of his fellow Democrats on the ballot in 
November.  Well, let's do a little reality check here.  While the unemployment rate has been steadily dropping, signaling a 
strengthening economy, as we saw with Friday’s jobs reports.  There are still many Americans that aren't feeling it.  So why? 
Well, because the road to recovery is taking different routes.  And that could mean trouble for Democrats in November.  Let me 
show you another graphic and a map.  Along the major interstates running north to south in the U.S., the fives, communities close to 
those highways are in the economic fast lane.  These are the mostly urban areas that do favor Democrats, where economies are 
thriving and people are actually heading back into the job market at a rapid pace. 
Much more rapidly than in rural America, farther away from those interstates.  In fact, take a look right here in Washington D.C., 
along the I-95 corridor.  From July 2010 to July 2014, the unemployment rate dropped nearly two points.  And 35,000 more people 
felt encouraged enough to actually go into the job market. 
150 miles to the southeast though, in rural Gloucester County, Virginia, the unemployment rate also dropped less than a point.  But 
that was simply because nearly 1,200 fewer people are actually out there looking for work.  Let's go to I-35 in Iowa, in Polk County, 
home to Des Moines.  Not only was there a drop in the unemployment rate of two points, but 4,700 more people actually are in the 



job market. 
That's a sign of a strengthening local economy.  But in more rural Benton County, population just over 2,600, their drop in the 
unemployment rate of nearly two points wasn't good news because nearly a thousand people stopped looking for jobs in that 
county.  Let's go farther west.  2,000 miles away in Utah, along I-15, the unemployment rate dropped three points in Salt Lake 
County, and 38,000 more people actually joined the job market. 
But in Carbon County, two hours west of I-15, that drop in the unemployment rate of nearly three points was simply because fewer 
people stopped looking for work.  This uneven economic recovery is the reason why Democrats are up for reelection this year in 
mostly rural states.  Think Mark Pryor, Arkansas, Mary Landrieu in Louisiana. 
They can't run on the president's economic message, because their voters in their states aren't seeing the economy bounce back as 
quickly as those areas that are along those I-5 corridors.  Bottom line is that this could be another reason why Republicans feel so 
confident in retaking the Senate this fall.  Of course, should they be that confident?  I've got brand new poll numbers in three big 
states coming up after the break.  There could be a speed bump on the Republican road to control of the Senate. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  I've got the panel back.  And we have some new midterm polls to chew over.  Three of the four states that I 
think matter the most, North Carolina, Iowa, Kansas, and Alaska, I think this is going to determine.  Here's our new numbers in North 
Carolina.  Hagan up four points, the Democrat there, 44-40, about where Republicans are concerned where that race is slipping 
away. 
Look at Iowa here, Joni Ernst, a very narrow margin of error type of lead here, two points, 46-40, 44.  If she wins, first ever woman 
ever elected to Congress from the state of Iowa.  But here is the speed bump.  Look at this, Kansas.  Pat Roberts, a Republican, not 
even cracking 40%.  Greg Orman, the independent, up ten points.  This is the shocker, Gwen Ifill, plus ten.  This is the speed bump to 
the Republican road. 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
And Chuck, we know you love your speed bumps.  You hate it when it all goes the way it's supposed to go.  This is surprising.  But it's 
surprising that he's an independent.  And therefore what we see is Pat Roberts pushing back saying, "He's not really an independent, 
he's--" 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, let me tell you, Greg Orman, our own Kelly O'Donnell went and interviewed him in Kansas, asked him about this issue, who are 
you, who are you caucus with, listen to his answer. 
                                 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
     
KELLY O'DONNELL: 
So you can envision switching which party you'd work with once you were there? 
                                     
GREG ORMAN: 
Sure.  And ultimately, again, this is about solving problems.  This is about the voters of Kansas saying the status quo doesn't work 
anymore. 
                                 
(END TAPE) 
     
CHUCK TODD: 
There you go, Andrea. 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
It's classic.  He's an outsider, he says he's independent.  And the fact that Pat Roberts ignored all the warning, ignored what 
happened to Dick Lugar, you have to live in the state.  You have to have residency. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
It's a minimum requirement? 
 
(OVERTALK) 



                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Talk about the hatred of Washington. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
And by the way, Joe, we know that Kansas has other issues.  Sam Brownback is in a tough reelection fight. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
A problem, yeah. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
But listen to this, 20% of Orman's voters are Brownback voters.  Robertson's problems aren't Brownback's problems.  They're 
different. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
You know, the message is coming out of this campaign, and it's a message that the smart politicians should take up, it's about what 
works.  Forget about ideology.  George W. Bush was ideological going into Iraq.  Barack Obama was ideological coming out of Iraq. 
There are people on both sides that will debate both of those contentions.  The question is, what works? 
That's a strong message.  And Republicans should be concerned.  Your numbers in North Carolina should cause concern.  I will say 
even if we're only up, we the Republican party, only up by two points in Iowa with such a weak Democratic candidate, this is far from 
over.  And all these people say Republicans are going to take the majority, I would like to know what polls they're looking at.  It's too 
early. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
But David here's the thing, success for the Democrats is, "Hey, we only lost five seats and Republicans blew one in Kansas."  That's 
not a great message for the Democrats. 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
Well, no.  But when you look at the structure of this year with all the exposure Democrats have in states that Romney carried over 
Obama, it would be good just to survive.  Iowa's going to be, to me, the tie breaker. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
The tipping point. 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
And Democrats are excited about one thing, which is early ballot requests. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
And mail ballots. 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
150,000, half of them for Democrats-- 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Brown versus-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Listen, I hate to be negative about the Republican party, but if the Republican party doesn't win in 2014, 2016 is bleak-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
And top party leaders have been saying that as well. 
                                 



JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
To Reince Priebus's credit, to Reince Priebus's credit, he said that-- 
                                     
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
He said that. 
                                     
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Not getting the Senate is a loss this year for the Republican party. 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
They've got to win. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  I had a little fun. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
I had a lot of fun.  First of all, I've had fun here.  But I want to share a moment of fun I had yesterday, at least for nine innings. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Here it is.  If you went to bed at a normal time last night, you probably missed the 18-inning epic marathon where the Giants did 
beat the Nationals two to one. 
                                 
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Some of us saw it. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Some of us stayed up all night.  Well, I got to watch the first half of that game.  I made it through ten innings of it.  And I got to cheer 
on the Nationals with my family, take a listen. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
ANNOUNCER: 
Please welcome, Chuck Todd of NBC News and his family. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
One, two, three. 
                                     
CHUCK TODD AND KIDS: 
Washington Nationals, play ball! 
                                 
(END TAPE)     
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm sorry, I had to share it because I'm just so cool, my son Harris and my daughter Margaret that had a blast. 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
And who was that person in the outfit? 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, who cares? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                 
GWEN IFILL: 



That Big Bird or whatever? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
Oh Screech.  Hey, leave Screech alone.  All right, one final note.  I'd like to thank all of those who worked so hard to build this new 
set in just two weeks, particularly directors Mark Greenstein and Rob Melick, who oversaw the entire process.  It really does look 
good. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
DAVID AXELROD: 
We're moving in, man. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
We've got these cool lights, we've got all sorts of things.  All it does mean is that I have to do a lot more cleaning, more dusting, I've 
got to get all sorts of feather dusters. 
                                     
GWEN IFILL: 
That's what we're for.  That's what the panel is for. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, in fact, that's what you'll have to do after you're done.  Everybody grab a duster. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                     
CHUCK TODD: 
That's it for today.  We'll be back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
                                 
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 
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Dr. Anthony Fauci: newest Ebola case caused by “inadvertent breach in protocol” but “we’re still quite confident...we won’t have 
a public outbreak” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/11ah3nS 

 DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: What obviously happened unfortunately is that there was an inadvertent breach in protocol. … I think the 
important thing to do is to emphasize the difference between the confidence that there won't be an outbreak, which is 
fundamentally prevented by putting the patient in isolation and doing contact tracing to kind of get an umbrella around them, 
versus the unfortunate inadvertent breach of a protocol that would get a health care worker. We're still quite confident because of 
our ability to reach out, do the contact tracing, and isolate people who are infected, that we won't have a public outbreak. That's a 
different thing than an individual healthcare worker unfortunately getting infected. 

Fauci: shutting down flights from Ebola-affected countries would be “counterproductive” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1D5agtw 

 CHUCK TODD: Is shutting down flights a viable option? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: That would be counterproductive. We can understand how people might come to that conclusion. But when 
you look at what happens when you isolate a country, you diminish greatly their ability to handle their own epidemic. If that 
happens, it very likely will spread to other African countries. And the best way to protect Americans is to completely suppress the 
epidemic in West Africa. If we do that, we wouldn't be talking about this today. So to isolate them, maybe with good intentions, 
actually can be counterproductive and make things worse. 

Richard Engel in Northern Iraq: ISIS does “not seem to be degraded at all” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1z1FKSB 

CHUCK TODD: We're 65 days in into this bombing campaign against ISIS. Is ISIS being degraded or are they moving forward? 

RICHARD ENGEL: They do not seem to be degraded at all. At first, ISIS was moving toward Baghdad and this crisis began earlier this 
summer. Then they shifted gears, moved to where I am, they started to attack Kurdistan. The bombing campaign began. And now, 
ISIS is once again focused on Baghdad. So it is having an impact in that it has forced ISIS to change their targets somewhat. But it is 
certainly not slowing down the group. 

Rice: “we are not coordinating” with Iran in the fight against ISIS 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1nievOu 
 
SUSAN RICE: We're not in coordination or direct consultation with the Iranians about any aspects of the fight against ISIL. It is a fact 
that in Iraq, they also are supporting the Iraqis against ISIL. But we are not coordinating. We're doing this very differently and 
independently. ... It's gratifying that countries from all over the world share the same perception of the threat that ISIL poses. And 
Iran may or may not be among those, but they're not a part of our coalition. 

Rice stresses degrading and destroying ISIS is “going to to take time” 

 CHUCK TODD: Right now, does it feel as if we're degrading and destroying ISIS? 
 
SUSAN RICE: Yes, Chuck. We are in the midst, in the early stages, as you-- acknowledged, of what is going to be, as President Obama 
said, a long-term effort. ...  
This is going to take time. So it can't be judged by merely what happens in one particular town or in one particular region. This is 
going to take time and the American people need to understand that our aim here is long-term degradation and building the 
capacity of our partners. 

Rice insists US is not reassessing strategy: “We are not going to be in a ground war again in Iraq” 

CHUCK TODD: Right now, you're reassessing the strategy? Or no? 
 
SUSAN RICE: No, Chuck. This is very early days of the strategy. Strategy's very clear. We'll do what we can from the air. We will 
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support the Iraqi security forces, the Kurds, and ultimately over time, the moderate opposition in Syria to be able to control territory 
and take the fight to ISIL. We'll do our part from the air and in many other respects in terms of building up the capacity of the Iraqis 
and the Syrian opposition, the moderates. 
 
But we are not going to be in a ground war again in Iraq. It's not what is required by the circumstances that we face and even if one 
were to take that step, which the president has made clear we're not going to do, it wouldn't be sustainable. We've got to do this in 
a sustainable way. 

Rice: US is watching North Korea “with great attention” but no indications of a transfer of power 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/ZlZjnW 

CHUCK TODD: Are you convinced that Kim Jong-Un is still the leader of North Korea? 
 
SUSAN RICE: Chuck, obviously, we're watching very carefully what's happening in North Korea. It's a country that we monitor with 
great attention. We have not seen any indications of a transfer of power at this point in North Korea that we view as definitive. But 
we'll continue to watch it carefully. 

 # # #  
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“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
October 12, 2014 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This morning on Meet the Press, the Ebola outbreak. A second case in the United States. An infected healthcare worker tests 
positive for the virus after treating Thomas Eric Duncan, the very first person to die of Ebola in this country. The politics of fear. 
 
THOM TILLIS: 
We've got an Ebola outbreak. We have bad actors who can come across the border. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Are politicians pressing the panic button in a last-minute attempt to win votes before November? The war against ISIS. The U.S. talks 
tough. 
 
JOE BIDEN (ON TAPE): 
We will follow them to the gates of hell. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But after hundreds of U.S. air strikes, the terror group is still gaining ground. 
 
RICHARD ENGEL: 
So you’re outgunned? ISIS is better off. 
 
IDRIS NASSAN:  
Of course. 

CHUCK TODD: 
In my exclusive interview with Susan Rice, the president's national security advisor, I'll ask her whether we need a new strategy. And 
gay marriage is now legal in the majority of states. 
 
FEMALE PASTOR: 
You may kiss your bride. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Is it time for conservatives to surrender in the culture wars? I'm Chuck Todd. And joining me to provide insight and analysis are 
NBC's Tom Brokaw, The New York Times Helene Cooper, just back from Liberia, former White House political director under 
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President George W. Bush, Sarah Fagan, and President Obama's first press secretary, Robert Gibbs. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet 
the Press. 
 
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 

CHUCK TODD:  
And, welcome. Of course, breaking news this morning. A second case of Ebola this morning in the United States confirmed in Texas. 
It’s the first person-to-person transmission in the United States. And a reminder, this is a health care worker who treated Thomas 
Eric Duncan. In a moment, we’re going to hear from Dr. Anthony Fauci from the National Institutes of Health. But first, let’s go to our 
own Mark Potter who’s also in Dallas covering this story. And, so, Mark, what do we know about when this health care worker came 
into contact with the late Mr. Duncan? 

MARK POTTER:  
It sounds like that exact contact occurred on Duncan’s second visit to the hospital, which began here September 28th. Officials say 
they got the preliminary test results back late last night indicating a health worker here at Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital had 
contracted Ebola. Further tests will be conducted by the CDC in Atlanta to confirm this finding. The worker is said to have cared for 
Thomas Eric Duncan, the Dallas Ebola patient who died Wednesday, again, as I said, on his second visit to the hospital. The worker 
reportedly was wearing protective clothing at that time and was considered low risk, but has now tested positive. 

The worker came in to the hospital Friday complaining of a low-grade fever, was isolated and then sent aside for testing. Treatment 
has now begun. Currently, officials are not releasing the patient’s name to honor the wishes of his or her family for privacy. But we 
are being told that the worker is in stable condition now, that his or her apartment and car will be decontaminated by HAZMAT 
workers, that neighbors are already being notified that a close contact person is being isolated protectively and that others who may 
have had contact with the worker will be monitored and also tested to prevent the spread of this disease. Chuck.  
 
CHUCK TODD:  
And, Mark, what about the hospital itself? If this is a health care worker who contracted it in the hospital the second time with Mr. 
Duncan there, are there more health care workers from that hospital that are going to be put in isolation? 

MARK POTTER:  
They are already being tested. Health care workers were among those who are already being monitored, a group of 48 who may 
have had contact, 10 who were known to have had contact with him after he became symptomatic. So they were already watching 
the health care workers. What’s of concern here is that this was somebody considered low risk, somebody wearing protective 
clothing and this person still got Ebola. That’s a concern. Also, the hospital itself is shutting down its emergency room right now, 
patients are being sent elsewhere so that the hospital can concentrate on this case now without having to deal with other cases 
coming in, Chuck. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Alright, Mark Potter on the scene for us in Dallas. Thank you very much. Joining me now in the studio, Dr. Anthony Fauci of NIH. Dr. 
Fauci, let me just begin. A healthcare worker treating the second time, all the precautions we assumed that Dallas Hospital was 
taking. This has to be a little bit of a greater concern because it was when precautions were being taken. 

DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Right. And what obviously happened unfortunately is that there was an inadvertent breach in protocol. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We don't know what that is yet? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
We don't know what it is yet. The CDC team is there doing two things. One, trying to find out what that breach might have been, and 
to underscore and emphasize the importance of the strict following of their protocol. We have experience with Ebola dating back to 
1976 with 24 outbreaks in Africa. And a group like Médecins Sans Frontières, Doctors Without Borders, they almost never get an 
infection because of the very strict protocols. Sometimes people are human. They have inadvertent breaches. And that's very likely 
what happened. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Right, what do we have to do though? The NIH and CDC, you guys are aware of these protocols. Dallas Presbyterian, how many 



other hospitals? Do we need to go through some immediate training here at a bunch of major hospitals? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, the protocols are there. I think we need to reemphasize the importance. One of the things that people don't fully appreciate, 
it's important about how you put them on and then how you take them off. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This is the actual-- 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
The actual PPEs, the Personal Protective Equipment. When there have been breaches, it's not infrequently, and they have been very, 
very rare, what it happens, is that someone is in a PPE, they're fatigued, they've been working for a long time, and when they take it 
off, they do something inadvertent, like brushing their face or something like that. I don't know how it happened. The CDC's 
investigating it, but that's very likely what happened. An inadvertent breach. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Look, a lot of Americans are going to watch this, they've been telling, we, all of us in the media, you guys in the medical community 
have been telling them, "This is not something, you don't have to fear an Ebola patient. It's not going to spread in the community." 
And now people are going to wake up and see, and some of it may feel irrational, but how do you calm the-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Yeah, but Chuck, I think the important thing to do is to emphasize the difference between the confidence that there won't be an 
outbreak, which is fundamentally prevented by putting the patient in isolation and doing contact tracing to kind of get an umbrella 
around them, versus the unfortunate inadvertent breach of a protocol that would get a health care. We're still quite confident 
because of our ability to reach out, do the contact tracing, and isolate people who are infected, that we won't have a public 
outbreak. That's a different thing than an individual healthcare worker unfortunately getting infected. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, let's talk about Africa though. We now have over 4,000 cases and we're still on the wrong side of the math. 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
We are. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
There are still more Ebola cases happening. Each patient seems to cause more rather than less. What's it going to take to turn this 
around? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, it's going to take a considerable ratcheting up of the resources that are put into it. The United States has essentially taken the 
lead. We have 3,000 to 4,000 of our troops on our way to go there for command control engineering. We're going to be putting up 
1,700-bed hospitals. That, in and of itself, in the big picture, is not enough. We need the community of nations. We don't need just 
one or two countries. We need organizations and nations. Because no one country's going to do it alone. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
It seems as if there's almost this, many nations are reacting the way we're seeing actually public officials, some of them here, acting, 
which is, "No, no, no, no, just shut down the borders. Shut down lights." Is shutting down flights a viable option? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
That would be counterproductive. We can understand how people might come to that conclusion. But when you look at what 
happens when you isolate a country, you diminish greatly their ability to handle their own epidemic. If that happens, it very likely 
will spread to other African countries. 
 
And the best way to protect Americans is to completely suppress the epidemic in West Africa. If we do that, we wouldn't be talking 
about this today. So to isolate them, maybe with good intentions, actually can be counterproductive and make things worse. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 



When should the public be concerned that this jumps? Is it if it jumps and is in the Caribbean, it's in Europe, or what is your big 
concern about Ebola sort of moving out of West Africa? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, again, if it moves out of West Africa, like, an individual person on a flight going to the U.K., going to Paris, going to Dallas, 
coming to Washington, the capability of doing the contact tracing and suppressing it will prevent an outbreak, whether it's here or in 
the U.K. or in a European country. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Dr. Anthony Fauci of the NIH, thanks for coming in. 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Good to be with you. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
People woke up this morning, big breaking news. Appreciate it. 

This weekend of course, New York's JFK became the first U.S. airport to introduce screening measures for passengers from Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, and Guinea. And our own Helene Cooper heere form the New York Times. Helene, you just went through the process 
of coming back from Liberia, and I want you to tell us a little bit about this process. Only JFK has started, we know that there will be 
four other airports: Dulles , Hartsfield, Newark, and Chicago’s O'Hare is also going to be doing these. But describe what you  went 
through in leaving Liberia? 

HELENE COOPER:  
Well, I came into Dulles. The really interesting thing was that just getting into the Liberian airport, you can’t even get into the 
grounds of the airport in Liberia without getting your temperature taken. My temperature was taken three times at Robertsfield 
airport. Before 
I entered the gate, there was a guard there who 36.4 appears to be the place where I reside I had to wash my hands with chlorine, 
with bleach. You do that all the time now before entering any public building in Liberia. I then had to fix a questionnaire that asked 
me, in many many different ways whether I had come into contact with any Ebola patients or had handled the bodily fluids, or had 
been involved in any burial ceremonies or aid. 

I had notes of everything because I had been very careful over the two weeks that I was in Liberia not to touch anybody. And we 
don’t touch anymore in Liberia- there’s a Liberian handshake. 

CHUCK TODD:  
The new handshake, right. 

HELENE COOPER:  
The new handshake is like that. When my sister dropped me off at the airport, I didn’t hug or kiss her goodbye.  

I got my temperature taken again before I went into the terminal. There were five healthcare workers, with the goggles, and the 
masks, and the gloves. 

CHUCK TODD:  
And after they dealt with you, they removed the gloves and put on a new pair, right? 

HELENE COOPER:  
They removed the gloves and put on a new pair. And then right before the flight took off, my temperature was taken again. And I 
think in sort of a hypochondriac anticipation of it, I got the feeling as if my face was getting hot. But, it turns out I had gone down, 
instead of up to 35.4. I’ve never had my temperature taken so many times in my life 

CHUCK TODD:  
Well I’m glad to have you back. Sara Fagan and Robert Gibbs, you both have worked in the White House, moments of crisis where 
even though the science says one thing, the public is fearing another thing. And so how do you handle that, and sometimes you have 
to put in precautions that you know are silly. 



SARA FAGEN: 
Well I think thats right, but it’s really important- and this White House is doing it- which is to not stoke that fear. Which is to make 
sure that the public understands that our health system has the capacity in place. To keep countries safe, to isolate people if they 
contract Ebola and there doesn’t have to be and won’t be an Outbreak in the United States. 

CHUCK TODD:  
Robert, two types of governing. Sometimes you govern for the policy, and sometimes you govern to calm the public down. 

ROBERT GIBBS: 
Well I think what you just saw is exactly what has to happen. A lot of public communication, a lot of telling people what we’re doing 
to make sure that nothing spreads. Making sure that we’re talking to public health officials about not just how to protect 
themselves, but how to get out of that protective clothing which Helene had mentioned. And I think public communication is the 
best remedy at this point as well as bolstering the public health infrastructure. 

CHUCK TODD: 
And Tom, this has got to take place hospital to hospital. I think now, we saw at Dallas presbyterian here, they clearly- as Dr. Fauci 
thinks, its a breach of protocol. 

TOM BROKAW: 
There’s a great awareness now in this country because there’s a lot of information, a lot of panic that is being stoked by a 
concentration of a portion of the mass media about cases that really don’t amount to much. 

My own judgement is most hospitals are making a real effort now to tune up if you will their E.R.’s and make everybody aware of it. 
The bigger threat to america is ISIS frankly,than Ebola. We have a system in place, there’ve been a few deaths, its a big big crisis in 
West Africa, its a reality of the global world in which we live. But ISIS, is out there and it’s not going away, and they system that we 
have in place for dealing with it, is going to take a long time. 

It will define the Obama presidency and its a kind of papered up coalition at this point. And as we’ll hear from Richard Engel, it ain’t 
workin’ at this point. 

CHUCK TODD: 
That is, Helene very quickly, West Africa -- how desperate? 

HELENE COOPER: 
It’s bad. It’s probably one of the most intense reporting experiences I’ve had. And there are so many stories going on about it. About 
how you’re not seeing quite as much people being turned away, but these are places: Liberia,Sierra Leone, and Guinea were places 
that were just now starting to come back anyways from decades of civil war and to have to deal with-- you see what it’s like in this 
country to have to deal with two cases. Now imagine 4,000 in these very desperate countries to begin with 

CHUCK TODD:  
8,000 cases, 4,000 deaths 

HELENE COOPER: 
4,000 deaths. So, these countries need a lot of help. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Well Helene, tremendous reporting. Thanks for going into that war zone. Essentially a different kind of war zone. 

Coming up, what Tom was just talking about-- the fight against ISIS. Despite a two month U.S. bombing campaign, ISIS is continuing 
to gain ground. I’m going to ask the president’s National Security Adviser Susan Rice, whether this U.S. strategy need retooling and 
whether combat troops are going to be part of round two. 

***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Welcome back. We're officially fighting two wars, one against Ebola it seems, and of course, one against ISIS. And that one, no one 
thought it was going to be easy, but it's becoming increasingly clear that a brutal and lengthy campaign is just beginning. And with 



ISIS continuing to make gains, despite U.S. air strikes, many are asking whether the war can be won without a significant 
commitment of ground troops by the U.S. or key allies like Turkey. 

(BEGIN TAPE)  
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
The first American bombs hit ISIS on August 8th. Now, 65 days later, the United States and allies have launched more than 400 air 
strikes in Iraq and Syria. And the goal? 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We will degrade and ultimately destroy ISIL. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
But there are serious doubts now about the strategy as ISIS continues its advance. 
 
BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
Tonight, another key city is on the brink of falling. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
The extremist group is now threatening to take the key city of Kobani, near the Turkish border. Turkish troops have been sitting on 
the other side watching, but not fighting. The United Nations says thousands could be massacred if Kobani falls. And now there are 
reports that ISIS is focusing on Baghdad. The overall issue? The U.S. underestimated ISIS and overestimated our allies. 
 
VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN: 
Our allies in the region were our largest problem in Syria. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
And as ISIS continues to gain ground, American air power is only able to do so much. 

(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to go to NBC's chief foreign correspondent, Richard Engel, who is in Dahuk in Northern Iraq, basically unofficially Kurdistan. 
Richard, let me ask you about we're 65 days in into this bombing campaign against ISIS. Is ISIS being degraded or are they moving 
forward? 
 
RICHARD ENGEL: 
They do not seem to be degraded at all. At first, ISIS was moving toward Baghdad and this crisis began earlier this summer. Then 
they shifted gears, moved to where I am, they started to attack Kurdistan. The bombing campaign began. And now, ISIS is once again 
focused on Baghdad. So it is having an impact in that it has forced ISIS to change their targets somewhat. But it is certainly not 
slowing down the group. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The issue, it seems to be in two fronts, in Iraq and in Syria, where it seems as if ground troops are what's missing. Are the Iraqi forces 
not able to fight ISIS the way the U.S. had hoped? And who's filling the vacuum in Syria? 
 
RICHARD ENGEL: 
There are enormous contradictions in the U.S. strategy that are becoming more apparent every day. Let's start with Iraq. Even 
though this is really one conflict that has no border between it, we are artificially putting this border between Iraq and Syria because 
ISIS is on both sides. But let's start with Iraq. 
 
The Iraqi army is in no better shape now than it was when it collapsed. The new Iraqi government is not instilling confidence in the 
people. It is not instilling confidence in the armed forces. The U.S. spent years and years and billions of dollars to build the Iraqi 
army, only to watch it collapse and hand over so many of its weapons. 
 
So it is completely unrealistic to think that now, with a little bit of outside help and a lot of American good will, that the army is going 
to fundamentally change and the Iraqi government, which is really just a reshuffle of the same characters, is going to fundamentally 
change and suddenly inspire the Iraqi people to be behind it. On the other side in Syria, there are no allies on the ground. There are 



some Kurdish militias, but we're not even fully backing them. We're not consistently backing them. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Richard Engel in Northern Iraq for us, Richard, thanks very much. Stay safe out there. All right, I want to turn now to my colleague 
Tom Brokaw. Tom, you sat down with two of the biggest dignitaries that we have in the world of diplomacy, Jim Baker and Henry 
Kissinger. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
I was in Berlin last weekend. I was there with former secretary of State Jim Baker, and Henry Kissinger, as you see. We were there for 
the fall of the wall, which was 25 years ago. And because it's the 25th anniversary, obviously, and because Baker was receiving the 
Kissinger Prize from the American Academy in Berlin, the world we have now, how do we deal especially with ISIS in the Middle 
East? 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
JAMES BAKER: 
Tom, I think the only thing that offers much hope is if we could pull together in a true international coalition of countries, we should 
go 100% all out to defeat the radicalism and the terrorism that's arisen in the Middle East. But you're not going to get it done unless 
you bring the rest of the world together behind it. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
And what is the role of our Arab allies, like Saudi Arabia? 
 
JAMES BAKER: 
Well, we have to have our Arab allies involved in the fight. But it can't be on a sectarian basis. I mean, the truth of the matter is, that 
Iran is very, very much opposed to what ISIS is doing. I wouldn't be at all surprised if Iran was not helping us quietly deal with some 
of this. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
Secretary Baker raises the possibility of Iran becoming more involved. Our closest ally in the Middle East is Israel, obviously. And BB 
Netanyahu does not pass up an opportunity to declare Iran the kind of evil empire. He's terrified about their nuclear capacity. 
 
HENRY KISSINGER: 
As long as Iran that's ruled by the ayatollah, and bases itself on its sectarian philosophy. We have to be careful. But basically, as a 
country, Iran is a natural ally of the United States. It's the ideological, religious component that makes it an antagonist. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
But do you detect, Secretary Baker, when you come to Europe, or go to the Middle East, a determination on the part of our allies to 
step forward and do all the things that we're talking about here today? Or are they kind of leaning back and saying, "Let the United 
States take care of it"? 
 
JAMES BAKER: 
Well, they've always said to some extent, "Let the United States take care of it." Nothing really happens unless there's United States 
leadership. So I think you see that today just as we saw it frankly during some aspects of the cold war. And in the aftermath of the 
cold war. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
Can you remember a time, Henry, in your long reach and sense of history, when the United States has faced simultaneously, such 
difficult problems that really have no kind of antecedence? 
 
HENRY KISSINGER: 
Borders, government, and religious faith are all contested at the same time. And the United States, as an outsider to maneuver 
between them, is extremely, extremely difficult. 
 
JAMES BAKER: 
Well, there are hard choices ahead. I'm frankly optimistic. I think that we will be able to handle ISIS. I think that we will find a way, 
hopefully, that we can relate to Russia so that Russia becomes once again a part of the community of nations. And so I'm optimistic. 
I think the United States of America has faced far greater challenges in the past than we face today. 



(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 
I'm joined now by Susan Rice, national security advisor to President Obama. Welcome back to Meet the Press. 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Good to be with you, Chuck. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me just start to get your reaction to something that Secretary Baker said in that piece, which is he thinks Iran needs to be part of 
this coalition of sorts. He didn't quite say part of the actual coalition, but needs to be part of this fight against ISIS. And he also 
hinted, he said, "I wouldn't be surprised if they already were providing some help." Are they? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
No. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Under any circumstances? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
We're not in coordination or direct consultation with the Iranians about any aspects of the fight against ISIL. It is a fact that in Iraq, 
they also are supporting the Iraqis against ISIL. But we are not coordinating. We're doing this very differently and independently. Our 
coalition is comprised of some 60 countries. 
 
All of our core allies in the Gulf region of the Arab world, most of our NATO partners, many of our traditional partners from outside, 
including Australia, it's a very broad based, very comprehensive coalition that has come together to deal with the threat from ISIL. 
And it's gratifying that countries from all over the world share the same perception of the threat that ISIL poses. And Iran may or 
may not be among those, but they're not a part of our coalition. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But do you want to be engaging Iran? Or no? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Well, we are engaging Iran on-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But it's a separate issue. I understand that. But do you still think it can be done? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
We've had some informal consultations on the margins of the nuclear talks about certain regional issues. But there's no 
coordination, there's no collaboration on the anti-ISIL campaign. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Considering what's going on in the Anbar Province, considering what's going on in Kobani, I know it's still early, barely two months 
into this operation against ISIS, but right now, does it feel as if we're degrading and destroying ISIS? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Yes, Chuck. We are in the midst, in the early stages, as you-- acknowledged, of what is going to be, as President Obama said, a long-
term effort. Let's recall what it is we're trying to do. We're trying over time to degrade and ultimately destroy ISIL and prevent it 
from having permanent safe haven, from which it can conduct terrorist attacks against us or our partners in the region from the 
territory of Iraq or Syria. 
 
Now this is going to take time. Our efforts have various different lines of effort, as we've called them. On the one hand, we're trying 
to build up the capacity of the Iraqis, which means the Iraqi army, the Kurds, the peshmerga inside of Iraq who have over years, 
atrophied. They've become more sectarian. They've become less skilled in their ability to take the fight to ISIL. 
 



So we're building up that capacity and we have seen some success in that regard. On the Syrian side, we also have a larger-term 
challenge of supporting the moderate opposition and giving them, while they have great will, greater capacity to fight Assad and to 
fight ISIL. 
 
So this is going to take time. Our air campaign is off to a strong start and we've seen very important successes in places like Mosul 
Dam, Sinjar Mountain, where we were able to rescue many tens of thousands of civilians at risk. And this is going to take time. So it 
can't be judged by merely what happens in one particular town or in one particular region. This is going to take time and the 
American people need to understand that our aim here is long-term degradation and building the capacity of our partners. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's go to Anbar. One of the deputy heads there of the council in Anbar said he has made a request both to the central government 
in Iraq and potentially informally, indirectly to the United States, that they need ground troops in order to stop ISIS in there and 
what's going on. Has that formal recommendation made it to the president's desk yet or to the Pentagon? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Well, the recommendation you're describing came from an Iraqi. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Right, an Iraqi to the Iraqi government who wanted it to be asked of the United States. 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
So no. There has been no recommendation for-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
No official ask? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
--military commanders, either on the ground, nor here in Washington, that the United States put any ground combat forces into 
Iraq. That has not come up the chain to anybody at the White House. And I don't anticipate that it will, Chuck. I mean, let's be clear 
here. 
 
The president has been very plain that this is not a campaign that requires or even would benefit from American ground troops in 
combat again. The Iraqi prime minister, the government of Iraq have said very plainly, they don't want American troops in combat. 
We are there to help build up the Iraqi capacity to sustain their territory and to hold their ground. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The implication here is that the Iraqi troops aren't working. 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Well, it's early days, Chuck. As I said, they've atrophied over the years because Maliki, the former prime minister governed in a very 
sectarian way, turned the Iraqi Army into an army for part of Iraq rather than all of Iraq, and then has squandered equipment and 
training. We have a long way to go with the new Iraqi government to build back that capacity. 
 
But let's be clear, we experienced during the course of our ten-year-military commitment in Iraq that once we leave, and eventually 
we all will and have to leave, that if the Iraqis aren't willing and committed and able to sustain those gains, then they will be fleeting. 
So this time we're doing it differently. The Iraqis have to be in the lead. They have to have the capacity and the will to hold territory 
against ISIL on their own. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And if they can't, what? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Well, then first and foremost, they're going to be threatened. But that's why we have placed such a premium, Chuck, on taking the 
time to build this capacity. It's not going to happen overnight. But if it isn't achieved, nothing is going to be sustainable. So people 
need to understand there are going to be good days, bad days, victories, and setbacks, as the Iraqis themselves take this fight to ISIL. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Let's go to Turkey. President Erdoğan has basically said he's not going to commit Turkish forces until he sees a strategy that combats 
both ISIS and Assad in Syria. Is that something that the United States would consider reassessing the Syrian strategy in order to get 
the Turks more involved? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Well, let's be clear what we hope for and what from the Turks and other members of the coalition. We have not asked for the Turks 
to send ground forces of their own into Syria. Our interest is in the following: first of all, the Turks have, this just in the last several 
days, made a commitment that they will in the first instance allow the United States and our partners to use Turkish bases and 
territory to train-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Air space too, by the way? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Hold on, let me explain this carefully. To train the moderate Syrian opposition forces. So that is a new commitment that they have 
now joined Saudi Arabia in giving the go-head for that important contribution. In addition, they have said that their facilities inside of 
Turkey can be used by the coalition forces, American and otherwise, to engage in activities inside of Iraq and Syria. 
 
That's the new commitment, and one that we very much welcome. We're continuing to talk to the Turks about other ways that they 
can play an important role. They are already essential to trying to prevent the flow of foreign fighters, and prevent the Syrian 
opposition in the form of the radical Syrian opposition, the ISIL and al-Nusra from exporting oil through Turkey. 
 
So Turkey has many ways it can contribute and we'll continue to talk to them about that. But the concept of a buffer zone or a no-fly 
zone is something that Turkey has been interested in for almost three years now. We don't see it at this point as essential to the goal 
of degrading and ultimately destroying ISIL. But we'll continue to talk to the Turks and entertain any specific proposals that they may 
have. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Right now, you're reassessing the strategy? Or no? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
No, Chuck. This is very early days of the strategy. Strategy's very clear. We'll do what we can from the air. We will support the Iraqi 
security forces, the Kurds, and ultimately over time, the moderate opposition in Syria to be able to control territory and take the 
fight to ISIL. We'll do our part from the air and in many other respects in terms of building up the capacity of the Iraqis and the 
Syrian opposition, the moderates. 
 
But we are not going to be in a ground war again in Iraq. It's not what is required by the circumstances that we face and even if one 
were to take that step, which the president has made clear we're not going to do, it wouldn't be sustainable. We've got to do this in 
a sustainable way. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Are you convinced that Kim Jong-Un is still the leader of North Korea? 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Chuck, obviously, we're watching very carefully what's happening in North Korea. It's a country that we monitor with great 
attention. We have not seen any indications of a transfer of power at this point in North Korea that we view as definitive. But we'll 
continue to watch it carefully. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Susan Rice, national security advisor to the president, thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 
 
SUSAN RICE: 
Good to be with you. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Thanks. And up next, gay marriage is becoming legal in more and more states. Could the cultures war now become a weapon for the 
Democrats? 



***Commercial Break*** 
 
FEMALE PASTOR (ON TAPE): 
You may kiss your bride. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Been a big week for gay rights, and couples across the country have been tying the knot after a series of court rulings at both a 
national and local level made same-sex marriage legal in a majority of states. Many prominent Republicans have reacted with anger. 
But there are voices within the GOP arguing it's time for the party to accept that the culture wars have been lost. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
JERRY FALWELL: 
We have a threefold primary responsibility. Number one, get people saved, number two, get them baptized, number three, get 
them registered to vote. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
From the early 1980s, when Jerry Falwell mobilized a new moral majority of evangelical voters, and Ronald Reagan rode that energy 
to two political landslides, the religious right has been a force inside the GOP. 
 
PAT ROBERTSON: 
We have a breakup of our family. We have a breakup of the moral foundations of our nation. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
In 1988, televangelist Pat Robertson stunned the nation with a second-place finish in Iowa. The power of the evangelical vote caught 
even the GOP by surprise. Social conservatives were given an even bigger platform four years later. 
 
PAT BUCHANAN: 
There is a religious war going on in this country. It is a cultural war as critical to the kind of nation we shall be as the cold war itself. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Bill Clinton won that 1992 election, but accepted a string of concessions on social issues over his two terms. A Don't Ask Don't Tell, 
the Defense of Marriage Act, and even welfare reform. In 2004, Republicans effectively drove a wedge between Democrats on 
religion, abortion, and gay rights. 
 
PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH: 
If you are a Democrat who believes that marriage should be protected from activist judges, I'd be honored to have your vote. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Ballot initiatives banning same-sex marriage were proposed in 11 states. They passed with an average of 70% of the vote. Illinois 
State Senator Barack Obama, who had supported same-sex marriage on a questionnaire during his 1996 campaign, reversed course 
during his 2004 U.S. Senate bid. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We have a set of traditions in place that I think need to be preserved. 
 
ELLEN DEGENERES: 
I'm gay. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
But the cultural sea change over the last decade has shifted the landscape on marriage more than any other issue. 
 
ERIC STONESTREET: 
Big smiles. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
This week's Supreme Court action, or non-action on marriage produced a loud silence. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Ten years ago, you supported a federal constitutional amendment on marriage. Do you still support that? 
 
ED GILLESPIE: 
Well, it was when I was chairman of the Republican National Committee, it was the platform called for a federal marriage 
amendment. And as chairman of the RNC, I've stood for the platform. But as a United States Senator-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That you personally support? 
 
ED GILLESPIE: 
--I'm talking now about my policies. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
And now it's Democrats wielding social issues on the trail and Republicans on the defensive. 
 
SCOTT BROWN: 
I'm pro-choice. I support continued funding for Planned Parenthood. 
 
CORY GARDNER: 
I believe the pill ought to be available over the counter, 'round the clock. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
All of this is frustrating prominent social conservatives. 
 
MIKE HUCKABEE: 
At that point, you lose me. I'm gone. I'll become an independent. I'll start finding people who have guts to stand. I'm tired of this. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, to understand this battle inside the GOP, I'm joined by two journalist who cover the Republican party closely. David Brody, 
chief political correspondent for the Christian Broadcasting Network, and Kathleen Parker of The Washington Post. Welcome to both 
of you. 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
Thanks. 
 
KATHLEEN PARKER: 
Thanks. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
David, let me start with you. When you hear Mike Huckabee say what he said, and you've talked to the prominent members of the 
evangelical movement, they don't like the surrender that many prominent Republicans indicated this week, do they? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
They don't like it at all. You know, look, many politicians see it as a political issue, gay marriage, that is. Mike Huckabee and others 
see it as a principle. And I think that's the difference. Is it a political issue for you, or is it a principle? You know, there was a 
conservative author and historian Russell Kirk, who used to say basically, "Politicians are actors performing a script that is written by 
the audience." And look, the audience here are evangelical Christians, who let's face it Chuck, are not voting. People say, "Wait, not 
voting? What are you talking about?" Thirty million evangelicals voted in 2012. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You still believe they're not voting? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
With, listen to this. Eighty million, there are about 80 million evangelicals in this country. That puts 50 million evangelicals sitting on 
the sidelines. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 



You know, Kathleen, I'm going to show some polls here. This stuff has moved whether it's on abortion, whether it's on same-sex 
marriage, whether it's on marijuana legalization. The culture wars have shifted to the left. Many in Republicans are trying to 
acknowledge that general public shift. And yet, it's going to cause some heartburn. 
 
KATHLEEN PARKER: 
Well, I would characterize things slightly differently, that's what's going on within the Republican party I think is sort of not so much 
a transformation as a reformation. And I think what they're trying to do in terms of, at least among those who are more accepting of 
these changes, is I don't think the Republicans are so much changing their core values as they are sort of trying to change the way 
they approach things. 
 
And it mirrors what's going on in Rome right now with the Senate. The pope is trying to figure out how to do affirmative things for 
families pastorally, and the party is trying to figure out how to do things affirmatively without being condemnatory, without being 
judgmental, without being harsh. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
David, is there a movement among evangelicals to essentially accept same-sex marriage and promote family? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
Well, I wouldn't call it, no. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Yes? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
No, no. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay. 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
There's not a movement necessarily. There are bits and pieces, small little blocks here and there. But that's not the movement. 
Actually Chuck, the movement is quite the opposite. You know, there's all these "pastors and pews" events where Mike Huckabee, 
Rand Paul, Ted Cruz, Rick Perry, Bobby Jindal, all speaking in front of these influential evangelical crowd. 
 
And so I think that really is the movement in this country. The question is, can these Christians actually go ahead and vote finally 
because quite frankly, as much as the mainstream media wants to talk about that, well, look evangelicals are voting, they're always 
voting. Well, not necessarily, Chuck. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, and Kathleen, he just ticked off a whole bunch of potential presidential candidates. 
 
KATHLEEN PARKER: 
Right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This is going to potentially become very public inside the Republican party during the battle in 2016. And that seems to have hurt 
Republicans, at least with swing voters. 
 
KATHLEEN PARKER: 
Well, absolutely. And I think that there will be less empha-- look, same-sex marriage, just to take one issue, has never been as potent 
as something as like abortion. And abortion will remain a litmus test I think for any Republican running for a national office. And 
that's going to be problematic in the general obviously. 
 
But I think you have to keep paying attention to what Republican leaders, other than the ones you've mentioned, are talking about. 
Now if you read the op-ed in The Wall Street Journal last week, that was co-authored by Marco Rubio and Mike Lee, you know, 
trying talking again about reforms that steer away from the wedge issues, and focus on how can we help families with tax reform 
and things like that. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
And Tony Perkins and these guys, they're not going to like this, are they? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
No. Well, they're not going to like the way they see the polls. But here's the thing. Judicial activism is a big part of this. And I think 
this is the way Republicans, especially the politicians that are in powerful seats in Washington can kind of get around this issue to 
talk about. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
So you paper over it, you go to judicial activism, and it's a wink and a nod, "Hey, I mean measure, but I'm not really saying it." 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
Well, I think that's part of it for sure. And look, we're in a culture war, there are a lot of battles within that war. And I think the next 
battle you're going to see is on religious liberty as it relates to pastors speaking out from the pulpit. Think about this, Chuck for a 
second. If pastors are actually speaking from the pulpit against gay marriage, a hate crime potentially, is that the next wave? Well, 
that's a battle that still hasn't been waged. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Now Kathleen, if Republicans don't win the Senate, there are going to be prominent leaders that say, "You know what, it's become 
Democrats won the culture wars, and Democrats use cultural wedge issues to win." 
 
KATHLEEN PARKER: 
There's just no question that the Democrats need these cultural wedges more than the Republicans really do. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And a total flip. I mean, think about where we were a decade ago. 
 
KATHLEEN PARKER: 
You know, the Republican candidates out there across the land are not bringing up these issues. The Democratic candidates are and 
forcing them against the wall, making them take a position on things that they don't really even want to talk about. And 
unfortunately, so many of them are not really very good at articulating in a compassionate and rational ways. It gets too passionate, 
too much of an emotional thing. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly, David, how much do you think marriage is going to be a litmus test in Iowa in 2016? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
Oh, it will definitely be a litmus test. I don't think there's any question about that. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And a pro same-sex marriage Republican nominee, is that possible in 2016? 
 
DAVID BRODY: 
No, I don't think so at all. Not in 2016 for sure. And there's going to be a lot of people fighting against it. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
It's going to be an interesting platform. David Brody and Kathleen Parker, thank you both. Up next, why November 4th could be 
independence day. I'm going to explain why the fate of the Senate might not be decided by Democrats or Republicans. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 
Well, the 2014 midterm focus is all about whether the Democrats hold onto the Senate or Republicans take it. And while we won't 
have that answer until election day, or maybe a few months later, here's one thing we do know for sure. Voters are frustrated and 
they're fed up right now with both parties. In fact, in our last poll, 68% said that they would accept new people with few ties to the 
political process. 
 
So with that in mind, let's take a look at our map this year. The Senate map. Not that long ago, it looked like this. Assuming 



Republicans held their two competitive races, Georgia and Kentucky, three of the six seats that Republicans were going to need, 
West Virginia, South Dakota, and Montana seemed like total shoe-ins. It would mean they would just need three more. 
 
But look at how independent candidates are now shaking up the Republican map here. Let's start of course in Kansas. The Democrat 
had no chance, so he left the race. And now an independent candidate, Greg Orman now leads the incumbent Republican Senator 
Pat Roberts by ten points according to our latest polls. Yes, we know a few others have shown the race closer. 
 
So let's assume Orman wins and worst-case scenario for the Republicans, he caucuses with the Democrats. He changes the numbers, 
the Republicans suddenly need four to take control of the Senate. Well, there's new chaos right now in South Dakota. This 
democratic-held seat is suddenly being shaken up. For a while, Republicans looked like they had this thing in the bag. 
 
Mike Rounds, the former governor, up by double digits. But recent polls have shown that we have a real three-way race. The 
Democrat nominee Rick Weiland, and Independent, former Republican Senator Larry Pressler. And guess what? Both of those guys 
could end up caucusing with the Democrats. And if that happens, look at how the map changes yet again. 
 
Suddenly, Republicans need to win five of the remaining six competitive races in order to get their majority. Independents shaking it 
up. But there's more to this. There are also third-party spoiler candidates who could have a different impact on these campaigns. 
And where a vote for them is simply none of the above, which could ultimately help the Democrats or the Republicans to victory in 
some tight races. Take a listen to this guy. 
 
SEAN HAUGH (ON TAPE): 
I really didn't want to do this. But I couldn't stand the idea of walking to the voting booth and just seeing the Democrat and the 
Republican on the ballot. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That's pizza deliveryman turned libertarian candidate for the U.S. Senate in North Carolina, Sean Haugh. He's got 7% of the vote in a 
recent poll. Enough to possibly swing the election, siphoning votes from Republican Thom Tillis and helping the incumbent here, 
Democrat Kay Hagan. It's actually the same story right now in Florida, that gubernatorial race with the Libertarian Adrian Wyllie, 
who's suddenly getting double-digit support in recent polls because people are so fed up with the negativity. 

And if that happens, look at what it does to this race if this guy stays in double digits. It really hurts the incumbent Republican here, 
Rick Scott. Here's the bottom line, folks. This is what we're learning. It's an angry electorate out there, they're mad at both parties. 

They're not just piling on one. And in these races, these third-party candidates, are going to be making a lot bigger of a difference 
come November 4th than we thought. We're right back with more talk with our panel on this and the politics of fear in less than one 
minute. Don't go anywhere. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
MIKE HUCKABEE (ON TAPE): 
We've seen our borders routinely ignored. So if someone with Ebola really wants to come to the U.S., just get to Mexico and walk 
right in. 
 
THOM TILLIS (ON TAPE): 
Ladies and gentlemen, we've got an Ebola outbreak. We have bad actors that can come across the border. We need to seal the 
border and secure it. 
 
SCOTT BROWN (ON TAPE): 
And that's one of the reasons why I have been so adamant about closing our border, because if people are coming in through 
normal channels, can you imagine what they can do through our porous border? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We know the saying, "It's all fair in politics." But as you just say, there are politicians aren't being shy about pushing the panic button 
as the midterms approach. Our panel is back to discuss. Sara Fagen, Robert Gibbs, you guys are campaign advisors. I understand the 
politics of fear can be good politics, but it can be irresponsible. 
 
SARA FAGEN: 
It can be irresponsible. And this Ebola outbreak is a serious national security issue that particularly political-elected leaders need to 



think very carefully before they make statements like that. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I was just going to say, you think that making statements about, "Oh my God, Ebola can come across the border through Mexico," is 
a little bit irresponsible? 
 
SARA FAGEN: 
I think it's irresponsible. I would take it a step further, which is to say it's also wrong. Sure, the United States government should take 
precautionary measures at our borders. But unless you're planning on eliminating all flights into the United States, you cannot 
contain the risk of the spread of Ebola. I mean, think about it. You're going to build a wall in Mexico but then people are going to fly 
all over the globe? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You build a wall and a bubble right now. 
 
SARA FAGEN: 
Right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Robert, one of the reasons where I think Republicans are going to this issue is they want to keep nationalizing the 
elections. The more nationalized they are, the better for Republicans. Do you buy that? 
 
ROBERT GIBBS: 
Well, I think so. And we see that the inconvenience of having an election during a public health emergency gives you the types of-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You call it an inconvenience. Is that-- 
 
ROBERT GIBBS: 
Well, I'm being horribly sarcastic there. I think the notion, look, we've got to be careful. Everybody has to be careful about what we 
say to enter that into the political sphere is potentially a mess. And I think quite frankly, it has the real chance of turning off 
independent or voters that haven't made up their minds are going to look at these candidates and say, "That's just crazy." And I 
think that could help somebody else other than the Republican in that race. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Tom, one of the reasons why I think politicians have felt so comfortable playing the sphere card is the media's gone right 
in. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
They have. I mean, and-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We say "they." You know, we can't be too dispassionate. 
 
TOM BROKAW: 
I just said to one of our producers the other day. I said, "Look, if you had a false Ebola scare in a Super 8 in Dallas, you'd give it three 
minutes." And the fact is, it doesn't deserve three mistake. We need to get clarity in what we're dealing with here about how it's 
transmitted. Are the emergency rooms prepared to deal with patients who walk in with these symptoms of it? 
 
Many of them are not. President Obama, to his credit, has put it on his agenda. The healthcare system in this country is beginning to 
respond very quickly with our national CDCs and others as well. They're very aware of what's going on. What Helene did was a great 
service. Going into West Africa and telling people what it's like when you get there. So this is a national unifying issue that ought not 
be a partisan issue. This is something that affects everybody here and we need to deal with it now. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, and Helene, you were talking about the protective clothing issue. And it was something you've been sort of chomping at 
the bit to explain. Here is how protective clothing could actually be a problem. Explain. 
 



HELENE COOPER: 
Well, I don't think that, I was looking at this Texas case that we now have, the second Texas case. And the reports say that this Texas 
healthcare worker was wearing protective clothing. And I think it's just important to remember that one of the things about 
protective clothing is that you have to be very careful with how you take it off. 
 
You know, it's not as if you're wearing Hazmat gear to go into a room and you come out, you're safe. When you're taking it off, you 
have to make sure that you bleach and chlorinate yourself and you're not touching it. And so I just think that we need to be rational 
about how we discuss this. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We need to be rational and we have an election coming up in three weeks. Good luck with keeping it rational. Thank you to 
everybody. Today, a very busy morning. We'll be back next week. Three Sundays until the election. If it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 10/19/14 -- EBOLA FACT VS. FEAR -- FAUCI: WE NEED MORE PRETRAINED HOSPITALS; UN OFFICIAL IN AFRICA: 
“WE ARE FIGHTING A WAR” 

Fauci: the NIH “had constraints in resources for ten years” but don’t blame budget cuts UN Ebola Chief: “The world was not 
prepared” Sen. Blunt blames Ebola fears on “long list” of the US government being a step behind 

OCTOBER 19, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured a special summit on Ebola with Dr. Anthony Fauci from 
the National Institutes of Health; Anthony Banbury, head of the UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response; Dr. Gabe Kelen, 
professor and chair of Emergency Medicine at Johns Hopkins University; Pulitzer-Prize winning science journalist Laurie Garrett; and 
Senators Roy Blunt (R-MO) and Bob Casey (D-PA).   
 
This morning’s political panel included Republican strategist Mike Murphy, NBC’s Andrea Mitchell, former Obama adviser Stephanie 
Cutter, and POLITICO’s Manu Raju.  TODAY co-host Willie Geist provided a look at three politicians aiming to make unlikely 
comebacks, and Chuck previewed the upcoming “Meet the Voters” RV trip through key battleground states. 
  
Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online atMeetThePressNBC.com. 
  
# # # 
 
Dr. Anthony Fauci: “the president made a good move” naming Ron Klain as Ebola czar 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: Let's talk about the government response.  The president named Ron Klain unofficially as the "Ebola czar."  How 
necessary was it that the president named somebody to basically make the bureaucracies speak to each other? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: Well, I think the president made a good move, and I'll tell you why, Chuck, because you have multiple agencies 
involved -- HHS, DOD, State, et cetera -- and we have had good coordination at the White House level with Lisa Monaco, with Susan 
Rice.  They have other very important day jobs.  So what we need now is someone who's going to be there to help coordinate whose 
only job is doing that.  So we welcome that, and I look forward to working with Ron. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: Have you spoken with him yet? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: We've exchanged emails, we're going to get set this week to get together. 
                                   
     
Fauci: We need more hospitals equipped to treat Ebola 
     
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: We need to have more than just the four [hospitals] in which you have people who are pretrained, so that you 
don't come in, and then that's the first time you start thinking about it.  It can't just be four.  We may not even need anymore, and 
we hope we don't.  But in case there are more cases, we want to make sure we have people who are pretrained, predrilled over and 
over, and have the right protocol going. 
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Fauci: the NIH “had constraints in its resources for ten years,” but can’t say that we’d have a vaccine today with more funding 
 
CHUCK TODD: One of your colleagues seemed to hint that if you guys had been funded, had more money, you'd have a vaccine 
today.  Was that hyperbole? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: I don't agree with that.  I have to tell you quite honestly.  I think that the NIH just had constraints in resources 
for ten years, and all the biomedical research has been less than its robust activity. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: But you don't believe we'd have a vaccine? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: You can't say that.  I think you can't say we would or would not have this or that.  Everything is slowed 
down.  But I wouldn't make that statement. 
 
 
UN Official: “The world was not prepared for an outbreak of Ebola this major… Now we’re catching up” 
                                   
ANTHONY BANBURY: The world was not prepared for an outbreak of Ebola this major.  We've never seen it before spreading in wide 
geographical areas, spreading in urban settings, densely-populated urban settings.  ... The world wasn't prepared.  UN, government, 
the populations, and now we're catching up. 
 
 
Banbury: “We’re fighting a war against Ebola” and need healthcare workers as “soldiers” 
 
CHUCK TODD: Is your issue more money from governments, infrastructure, or actual doctors? 
                                       
ANTHONY BANBURY: The most important priority we need right now are healthcare workers.  People to manage these complex 
health Ebola treatment units as well as the doctors, nurses, hygienist, to staff them.  We're fighting against a war against Ebola.  We 
need soldiers on the ground.  But instead of soldiers and camouflage, we need soldiers in lab coats and PPE suits taking care of the 
victims. 
 
 
Laurie Garrett: “Americans need to relax. We need to be realistic.” 
 
LAURIE GARRETT: I've been in I don't even know how many epidemics, well over 30 epidemics.  And I've seen the same 
pattern.  When something is new, it creates a new kind of fearfulness.  The old thing, the flu, it's around all the time, everybody 
should be afraid of it, but they're not because it's a routine, it's always there. … But Americans need to relax.  We need to be 
realistic.  Because the real problem is not one, two cases here in the United States.  The real problem is that this epidemic is 
completely out of control in Africa.   
 
 
Sen. Blunt: Ebola concerns caused by a “long list of the government being one step behind” 
     
CHUCK TODD: Senator, any advice to people on the ballot in November on sort of overdoing it here? 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: Oh, I'd be careful about overdoing it.  But I also understand that if this was one incidence where people 
thought the government wasn't doing what the government was supposed to do, it would be much less of a reaction than we see 
now, where there's this long list of the government being one step behind, whether it's the border, the IRS, the secret service.  Now 
this health concern is more real than it would be, if there wasn't a sense that the government is just not being managed in a way 
that people would want it to be managed. 
 
 
Sen. Casey: “Washington dysfunction” to blame for not having a surgeon general confirmed 
 
CHUCK TODD: Senator Casey, why don't we have a surgeon general confirmed?  Dr. Vivek Murthy was nominated over a year ago. 
 
SENATOR BOB CASEY:  It's Washington dysfunction, Chuck.  It's as simple as that.  We should have one in place.  And I think that's 
part of the problem.   



     
# # #   
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“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
October 19, 2014 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
This morning on Meet the Press, our summit on Ebola. 
 
DR. DANIEL VARGA (ON TAPE): 
For the first time in the history of the United States, somebody with Ebola walked in the front door. 
                                 
CHUCK TODD: 
As two nurses come down with the disease, is the wider American public really in danger?  And is the government doing enough to 
make us safe? 
                                   
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We can't give into hysteria or fear. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
We've gathered government officials, medical experts, an official on the ground in Africa, and members of Congress to ask and 
answer key questions about how serious this danger really is.  Plus, addicted to office. 
 
EDWIN EDWARDS (ON TAPE): 
I feel like running for Congress.   
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Three men aiming to make the unlikeliest of comebacks.  Two of them trying to come back from prison. 
                                       
BUDDY CIANCI (ON TAPE): 
You get found guilty, you pay the price. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And the midterms.  Are we beginning to see the signs of a small wave?  I'm Chuck Todd, and joining me to provide insight and 
analysis are Republican strategist Mike Murphy, NBC's chief foreign affairs correspondent Andrea Mitchell, former advisor to 
President Obama, Stephanie Cutter, and Politico's Manu Raju.  Welcome to Sunday.  It's Meet the Press. 
                                       
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And good morning.  For better or worse, one story has dominated conversation across the country this week:  Ebola.  It's the front 
page of this morning's Washington Post.  Contagion of fear.  We've convened our own Ebola summit to try to separate fact from fear 
and myth from reality with key voices from the medical and political world including Dr. Anthony Fauci from the National Institutes 
of Health, Anthony Banbury, head of the UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response, he'll be coming to us from Africa. 
  
Dr. Gabe Kelen, professor and chair of Emergency Medicine at Johns Hopkins University, Pulitzer-Prize winning science journalist 
Laurie Garrett, and Senators Roy Blunt of Missouri and Bob Casey of Pennsylvania.  By the time we're done, we hope to answer 
these questions:  how big a threat is Ebola to Americans?  Can our healthcare system handle an outbreak?  What will it take to 
eradicate Ebola in Africa?  Should there be a travel ban from affected countries?  And are Americans worried unnecessarily? 
  
Let's start by looking at America's growing fears in a week that began with an unnerving announcement.   
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Sunday, a nurse who cared for Ebola victim Thomas Eric Duncan at Texas Presbyterian Hospital is diagnosed with Ebola herself.  Nina 
Pham becomes the first American to contract the disease on U.S. soil. 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
I don't know how it happened.  The CDC's investigating it, but that's very likely what happened, an inadvertent breach. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Monday, Nina Pham's dog is moved to a decommissioned naval base to be monitored.  Tuesday, the CDC says they're looking at 
every aspect of the procedures at Texas Presbyterian Hospital. 
                                      
DR. TOM FRIEDEN: 
We know that a single breach can cause an infection. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Wednesday, Amber Vincent, another nurse in Dallas, becomes the second American to contract Ebola in the United States.  And 
then we learn she visited her family and Cleveland.  And schools there are ordered closed, and parts of the Cleveland airport 
sanitized.  Thursday, Nina Pham is moved to an NIH isolation unit in Maryland.  Congress questions federal and Texas health officials. 
                                       
REP. FRED UPTON: 
It's not a drill.  People's lives are at stake.  And the response so far has been unacceptable. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And Friday, the White House appoints Ron Klain as the "Ebola tsar" to manage the government's response to the disease.  But still 
more fear.  In Warrensville Heights, Ohio, the mayor closes City Hall because an employee's husband works with someone who 
shared a flight with Amber Vincent. 
  
And at the Pentagon, a bus is quarantined when a woman falls ill and vomits in the parking lot.  And just this morning, the cruise ship 
carrying a Texas Presbyterian Hospital lab worker who had to self-quarantine on the ship.  Docs in Galveston, the worker walks off 
the ship, and is driven away by law enforcement.   
 
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And we're joined by Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease at the NIH.  Dr. Fauci, 
welcome back to Meet the Press. 
                                   
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Good to be with you. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You are treating one of the nurses that contracted Ebola down in Dallas, Nina Pham.  Tell us about her condition. 
                                   
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Yeah.  She's doing well.  Her condition is fair, she's stable, and she's comfortable.  I had a long conversation with her late last 
night.  And as you might expect, she has a serious disease and I think she's doing well.  My full intention is to sometime in the 
hopefully reasonable future to walk out of the hospital with her.  But we can't predict, but she's doing well. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
We are getting very close to that magic 21-day figure for anybody that was working and treating the late Mr. Duncan.  So when we 
get there, does that mean everybody connected in Dallas is out of the woods? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, no.  You have to look at it, Chuck, in different stages.  For example, when Mr. Duncan first came to the emergency room, when 
we didn't know he had Ebola, there was a group in that cadre that saw him.  We are today, later today, at the 21-day period for that 
group.  Then he goes in the hospital with the event in which two nurses got infected. 
  
There's another group there that's further out that we'll have to follow.  And then there are different groups that as further you go 



out, then you can say they're free.  But the ones now today that are going to be quote, "off the hook," are the ones that saw him 
initially in the emergency room. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's talk about the government response.  The president named Ron Klain unofficially as the "Ebola czar."  How necessary was it 
that the president named somebody to basically make the bureaucracies speak to each other? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, I think the president made a good move, and I'll tell you why, Chuck, because you have multiple agencies involved -- HHS, DOD, 
State, et cetera -- and we have had good coordination at the White House level with Lisa Monaco, with Susan Rice.  They have other 
very important day jobs.  So what we need now is someone who's going to be there to help coordinate whose only job is doing 
that.  So we welcome that, and I look forward to working with Ron. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Have you spoken with him yet? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
We've exchanged emails, we're going to get set this week to get together. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
The role of a surgeon general, would it be more helpful to have the surgeon general be the public medical spokesperson right now 
for the government? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, I mean, it's always nice to have a surgeon general.  You need to get information out to the public.  I believe information is 
getting out well.  I'm spending a lot of time trying to get good information out.  Tom Frieden is also doing that.  I believe we'll have 
others doing that.  As long as you have someone to get good, honest, clear information out, that's good.  If that's the surgeon 
general, that's good. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Would you say this has been a dress rehearsal to see how the government would respond to an actual outbreak? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, I'm not so sure I would call it a dress rehearsal.  This is serious stuff right now.  I mean, we're taking this extremely 
seriously.  But when you talk about getting the initial experience, that certainly is always important to how you fine-tune.  And I 
think people need to understand that although there seems to have been some missteps in the beginning, those things are 
experiences that put on your radar screen and make you improve. 
  
We think about it every single day, "How can we do better?  What's the best way to do it?  What's the best way to do this and do 
that?"  And right now, actually things are running quite smoothly.  But the big issue right now is the contact tracing and make sure 
we get those people in those brackets and make sure that we follow them. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So now we're going to stick to these four hospitals.  Any diagnosed Ebola patient is going to get transferred to one of these four 
locations, either yours, here, or in Emory, or where else. 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
So we also need to shore up.  We need to have more than just the four in which you have people who are pre-trained, so that you 
don't come in, and then that's the first time you start thinking about it.  It can't just be four.  We may not even need anymore, and 
we hope we don't.  But in case there are more cases, we want to make sure we have people who are pretrained, pre-drilled over and 
over, and have the right protocol going. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I guess I go back to the protocol.  How did we not have the right protocol in the first place?  And it seems like we're learning 
our protocol as we go. 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, that's a very good question.  Here is the answer.  The original protocol that was on the CDC website was a protocol that was 



adopted from WHO in which they handled the epidemic under much different conditions than at a tertiary care hospital.  They did it 
in the bush.  It wasn't when you were giving people intensive care.  And it became very clear right away that we needed to modify 
that protocol to be much, much more strict, in which no part of a body is exposed.  And that's where we are now. But that initial 
protocol -- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Quickly, vaccines. 
                                   
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Yes. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
One of your colleagues seemed to hint that if you guys had been funded, had more money, you'd have a vaccine today.  Was that 
hyperbole? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
I don't agree with that.  I have to tell you quite honestly.  I think that the NIH just had constraints in resources for ten years, and all 
the biomedical research has been less than its robust activity. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But you don't believe we'd have a vaccine? 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
You can't say that.  I think you can't say we would or would not have this or that.  Everything is slowed down.  But I wouldn't make 
that statement. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, good luck with this. 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Everybody's counting on it. 
                                       
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Thank you, Chuck. 
                   
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm joined via Skype from Accra, Ghana, by Anthony Banbury, head of the UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response.  Mr. Banbury, 
welcome to Meet the Press.  Was the WHO unprepared?  I mean, I know the WHO was doing sort of a looking back and going to look 
to see what happened, what did they miss, you know, what part of this could they have dealt with earlier.  And I know there'll be 
after-action reports.  But what part of this were you unprepared for? 
                                   
ANTHONY BANBURY: 
The world was not prepared for an outbreak of Ebola this major.  We've never seen it before spreading in wide geographical areas, 
spreading in urban settings, densely-populated urban settings.  In addition, the social patterns and travel movements in West Africa 
are very different than in East and Central Africa.  So the previous outbreaks had all been small and localized.  Here, it spread real 
fast.  The world wasn't prepared.  UN, government, the populations, and now we're catching up. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You have a goal of 70% of burials must be safe, 70% of cases isolated locally or in a clinic within 60 days.  That was a goal you set, I 
believe, about 30 days ago.  Are you going to hit it? 
                                       
ANTHONY BANBURY: 
The goal was set on October 1st.  We have to meet those targets by December 1st.  It's about 42 days left.  And those targets, the 
reason they're important is because that's how we start to bend the curve.  How we start to decrease transmissions rather than 
continuously increasing ones. 



  
We just spent four days with about a hundred top experts from around the world, including top officials from UN agencies here in 
Accra, figuring out how we're going to hit in.  Now it's about consulting with the governments and implementation, getting this 
done. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Is your issue more money from governments  infrastructure, or actual doctors? 
                                       
ANTHONY BANBURY: 
The most important priority we need right now are healthcare workers.  People to manage these complex health Ebola treatment 
units as well as the doctors, nurses, hygienist, to staff them.  We're fighting against a war against Ebola.  We need soldiers on the 
ground.  But instead of soldiers and camouflage, we need soldiers in lab coats and PPE suits taking care of the victims. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Anthony Banbury in Ghana.  Joining us this morning from the UN mission there.  Good luck.  A lot of people are counting on you 
guys. 
                                       
ANTHONY BANBURY: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You got it.  And now to our outside experts joining me now, Dr. Gabe Kelen, professor and chair of emergency medicine at Johns 
Hopkins University and Pulitzer-prize winning science journal Laurie Garrett, who was a senior fellow at the Global Health at the 
Council on Foreign Relations.  Hello to both of you.  Laurie, let me start with you.  You've got an op-ed this morning, Five Ebola 
Myths in the Washington Post. 
  
"Ebola won't spread in rich countries, post-9/11 emergency preparedness, is the U.S. ready to fight Ebola, it could go airborne.  Myth 
four, travel bans would keep Ebola from spreading in the U.S., and myth five, a vaccine is around the corner."  Let me start with 
number two, post-9/11 emergency preparedness, is U.S. ready to fight Ebola.  Obviously, that was not the case. 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
No. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think that that's true? 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
We've spent billions of dollars on project bioshields to try to come up with miraculous vaccines, drugs, treatments for special 
pathogens which always included Ebola.  And we also spend billions getting every single health department in the entire United 
States to go through drill after drill after drill.  Get the cops, get the firefighters, all the public health people put on HazMat suits, 
boom.  The problem is that it was always envisioned in the context of WMD, weapons of mass destruction. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So it's going to be a bioterrorist attack? 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
A bioterrorist attack. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Not something like this? 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
And somebody's got a box of something dangerous right here.  And boom, you swoop in, you stop it.  But we weren't drilling.  And 
what hospitals like Johns Hopkins may have been the exception.  But the majority of hospitals in America never really imagined, 
"Okay, they have a contagion, it's ongoing, it's in the community, and my physicians are 24/7 reexposed, reexposed, 
reexposed."  That we did not drill. 
                                       
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Dr. Kelen, you're in charge of emergency preparedness for Johns Hopkins.  When you look at what happened at Texas Presbyterian, 
what lessons have you taken from it and do you think you guys would've been better prepared? 
                                       
DR. GABE KELEN: 
We've been preparing for this going all the way back to the late '90s when bioterrorism was a big deal.  But because of the type of 
the organization and institution we have, we did to some extent perceive that the bigger danger was actually from natural 
hazards.  And so we have been preparing all along.  With very dealt with anthrax and SARs and avian flu, H1N1, and MERS-CoV 
recently. 
  
And so the kind of program that you'd put in upfront to screen for patients, we have been drilling and have experienced already over 
the last decade.  And so all we did was modify to have it specific for Ebola, the kind of screening that goes in.  And we put it right into 
our electronic medical record.  And you come through that front door, everybody is asked some key questions. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think every single hospital in the country needs to start putting protocols like this in?  Or is that too much? 
                                   
DR. GABE KELEN: 
It's not too much.  As we found out, I think the issue in Dallas is that the rest of us are saying, "Thank God it wasn't us."  This was a 
needle in the haystack.  It could've been any hospital anywhere.  And so all of our hospitals and I think there's, like, four or five 
acute-care hospitals in the nation, need to do this upfront screening. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
A little reality check here.  I want to put the graphic of U.S. deaths in 2011 when it comes to diseases and other things.  Flu and 
pneumonia killed over 53,000 people.  Motor vehicle accidents killed over 35,000.  Accidental falls, 27,000.  Tuberculosis 539 victims, 
lightning strikes, 26.  Ebola, this year, one.  So that's a little bit of a reality check there. 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
But Chuck, I've been in I don't even know how many epidemics, well over 30 epidemics.  And I've seen the same pattern.  When 
something is new, it creates a new kind of fearfulness.  The old thing, the flu, it's around all the time, everybody should be afraid of 
it, but they're not because it's a routine, it's always there. 
  
Ebola is new.  And I also will say, having been in the Ebola epidemic in '95 in Kikwit, Zaire, it is after frightening disease.  And when 
the virus, in particular, begins to wreak havoc with the central nervous system, people become deranged, they can become 
violent.  So that's dangerous for the health worker.  And the sorrow of it is very extreme. 
  
So when it hits a community, as I saw in Kikwit, it is indeed terrifying.  But Americans need to relax.  We need to be 
realistic.  Because the real problem is not one, two cases here in the United States.  The real problem is that this epidemic is 
completely out of control in Africa.  And it is only-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
We think it's out of control, but-- 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
It's only-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
That December 1st deadline not going to happen? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
Never going to happen. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Never going to happen? 



                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
You just do the math right now. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
Okay?  We know we're off by a factor of 2.5, meaning that most of the people are never getting reported in the system because they 
never come to a health facility and health facilities are all full.  So CDC estimates that for every one you know about, there's 2.5 you 
don't know about.  So if you take the raw numbers of what's been officially reported, close to 9,000 cases, cumulatively, you do that 
by 2.5, you're way over the 20,000 point that was projected for November. 
  
It's doubling every two weeks.  We're going to be looking at 100,000 cases by the time we sit down for Thanksgiving.  We're going to 
be looking at 200,000, 300,000 cases by Christmas.  We're looking at an exploding epidemic.  And it's out of control because it's in 
the general population. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Dr. Kelen-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yes, okay, if that's the case, it's inevitable we're going to have more cases here in the United States simply because maybe people 
will come here looking for treatment. 
                                       
DR. GABE KELEN: 
I just want to put one thing you said in context.  The American people do not need to worry that there's going to be somebody with 
Ebola deranged in their shopping mall going rank nuts.  You are so sick at that point, you are not going to be out in public.  So I just 
want to make sure that people understand they're not going to come into contact with somebody who is that sick out in public. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly, I wanted to ask you this, and we're going to ask you more questions after.  The issue of getting rid of waste, what do 
you do?  How are you guys going to get rid of waste if you have an Ebola patient? 
                                       
DR. GABE KELEN: 
So a really high-level topic, but a really dull answer. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah? 
                                       
DR. GABE KELEN: 
There are protocols for how you handle waste, what drum you put it in, how you clean it, how you auto-close it.  There are all sorts 
of regulations the Department of Transport, on where you can transport it, how it gets transported.  Those are nicely 
delineated.  The CDC has that on their website for guidance.  I think just about any hospital today, if they haven't worked that out, 
trying working that out in a very exact way. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Dr. Kelen, Laurie Garrett, stick with us for our Ebola summit.  It will continue when we come back.  We'll be joined by two 
senators, one of them says we need a travel ban to the United States. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back, as I told you, Dr. Gabe Kelen and Laurie Garrett are still with us, as we continue our Ebola summit.  I'm now 
joined by Senators Roy Blunt, a Republican from Missouri,  and Democrat Bob Casey of Pennsylvania.  Welcome to both of 
you.  Senator Blunt, I want to begin with you.  You're calling for a travel ban. 
  



There's a lot of, it sounds like the White House in theory would be supportive of it, but they don't know how to implement it in a 
way that would prevent healthcare workers from getting to the hot zone.  What do you say to that? 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: 
Well, first of all, we don't have flights directly in and out of any of these countries.  So all of our people go through some other 
country to get there anyway.  The question is, do you let people come here from this area that is clearly stressed.  And one way to 
prevent that is just not to issue them a visa. 
  
Everybody that would travel here from those countries, no matter where they get to first, before they get off the plane here, they 
have to have a visa that allows them to stay here.  I'd suspend those visas until we have this under better control and have a sense 
of the carriers they are using are monitoring this in a better way than they have been up till now. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Casey, where are you on this? 
     
SENATOR BOB CASEY: 
Chuck I don't think there's a medical consensus yet.  And I think we've got to do everything that we can to ask the medical experts 
and develop that expertise. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Sometimes the fine line here, right, is that you think sometimes you could do things because it makes the public feel better, even if 
it's not necessary. 
 
SENATOR BOB CASEY: 
There's no question that there's a great fervor for this, and makes sense logically, when you think about how to stop something.  But 
what we've got to focus I think on the source of this.  You heard in your last segment how severe this is at the source.  We've got to 
stop it at the source. 
  
I think with our local hospitals, not just with the medical centers, but every hospital has to try to achieve a measure of almost 
absolute preparedness.  That's why a lot of them are changing, I was at a hospital in Pittsburgh the other day, changing and moving 
quickly to implement better protective protocols. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, you both of toured hospitals in your home states in this last week.  CDC protocols are voluntary.  They're not 
mandatory.  Do you think we should make them mandatory for a temporary basis?  And basically usurp the states on this? 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: 
Well, I'm not sure that if you made them mandatory, you'd have a way to enforce that mandatory determination.  The hospitals 
need to be concerned about this.  Obviously the containment hospitals that we've talked about are the place you'd want to have 
people if you can get them there.  But that doesn't stop somebody from walking into a hospital somewhere else. 
  
And you know, we're just frankly not as safe as we were a month ago before we had multiple cases develop in the cases.  And by the 
way, Chuck, people didn't get upset about this as long as hospitals were dealing with it in the right way.  You had two missionaries 
come to Emory, they were there, they were cured.  I didn't see a single comment by any Americans saying, "We're concerned that 
this isn't being handled correctly."  It's only where it's not handled correctly that people get concerned that it's not being handled 
correctly. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Casey, why don't we have a surgeon general confirmed?  Dr. Vivek Murthy was nominated over a year ago. 
                                       
SENATOR BOB CASEY: 
It's Washington dysfunction, Chuck.  It's as simple as that.  We should have one in place.  And I think that's part of the problem.  But 
absent that, I believe that we've got to focus on two places.  Stopping this at the source, and making sure that hospitals are doing a 
lot more drilling. 
  
This basic task of taking protective equipment on, both taking it off and putting it on, has to be the subject of constant drilling.  In 
our state, for example, the State Health Department only requires two of those a year, two drills a year.  And that's not nearly 
enough. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator, I'm going to go back to the surgeon general issue here.  This seems to be politics.  The NRA said they were going to score 
the vote, and suddenly everybody’s frozen.  That seems a little petty in hindsight, does it not? 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: 
Well, you know, if the president really ought to nominate people that can be confirmed to these jobs, and frankly, then we should 
confirm them.  There's no question about that.  But just a normal worker of conscious-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But should the NRA have a say?  I mean, they can have an opinion.  But should the NRA have that much influence over a surgeon 
general nominee?  He's not going to make gun policy. 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: 
Well, I'm not sure that's why, you'd have to ask Senator Reid why he hasn't moved that to the top of his list to be confirmed.  This 
goes on all the time. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Will you confirm him? 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: 
A number of people have been confirmed.  Until this came up, frankly, I've heard very little discussion about the surgeon 
general.  You know, I'm hearing now that the attorney general nomination won't happen until after the election.  We keep putting 
everything off until after the election.  And that's one of the reasons that things don't work. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to talk quickly politics of fear.  Let me play this montage. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
SENATOR PAT ROBERTS (R-KANSAS): 
Well, again, the Ebola epidemic, along with ISIS, shows you how we should really secure the border.  And not be granting amnesty. 
                                       
REPRESENTATIVE MIKE KELLY (R-PENNSYLVANIA): 
Oh, you don't have to worry about this, you don't have to worry about this.  Really?  Well, the government needs to stop acting as if 
it's absurd for people to fear a virus that liquefies their internal organs. 
                                       
REP. BLAKE FARENTHOLD (R-TEXAS): 
Every outbreak novel or zombie movie you see starts with somebody from the government sitting in front of a panel like this saying 
there's nothing to worry about. 
                                   
(END TAPE) 
     
CHUCK TODD: 
Senators, responsible rhetoric? 
                                       
SENATOR BOB CASEY: 
No, not responsible, Chuck.  I think what we need to remember as a Congress is constructive proposals based upon the science and 
medical expertise, not based upon politics.  I do think in the Senate though, I think we're able to agree.  I think there's a lot of 
consensus that the public health system hasn't been invested in.  And that we've got to deal with this in a very bipartisan way. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator, any advice to people on the ballot in November on sort of overdoing it here? 
                                       
SENATOR ROY BLUNT: 
Oh, I'd be careful about overdoing it.  But I also understand that if this was one incidence where people thought the government 



wasn't doing what the government was supposed to do, it would be much less of a reaction than we see now, where there's this 
long list of the government being one step behind, whether it's the border, the IRS, the secret service.  Now this health concern is 
more real than it would be, if there wasn't a sense that the government is just not being managed in a way that people would want 
it to be managed. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senators Casey and Blunt, thank you for coming in.  I appreciate it.  I want to bring in the panel.  Mike Murphy, Andrea Mitchell, 
Stephanie Cutter, and Manu Raju.  Alright Andrea, what we've heard today so far.  Do you think we're in a position where it looks 
like the government and particularly, the Obama administration's finally reacting with the urgency that I think a lot of people 
thought was missing? 
                                       
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Not clear.  It's clear that they've appointed someone, and that's a somewhat controversial appointment, to be in charge and to 
coordinate.  It's not clear to me yet that hospitals all around the country are getting the message.  But they have to do drills.  Have 
they done the drills?  Do they have the gear?  Is it even stocked in these places? 
  
Will another emergency room in a regional or a local hospital make the same mistakes that Texas made when Mr. Duncan first came 
in?  Because that's where a lot of exposure came.  And then, most alarmingly, the fact that the nurses went, by their own account of 
the records from that hospital, that Nurse Pham, apparently, unless the records are incorrect, went in and out of that isolation area 
without the proper gear having been given to her. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Manu, question for our experts over here. 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 
I mean, we're talking about budget cuts and the ability to find a vaccine.  I mean, the bottom line is that the NIH still has about, you 
know, billions of dollars a year that it spends on finding a vaccine.  I'm wondering, to what extent do you think the government is to 
blame for not prioritizing efforts to find a vaccine for Ebola? 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Laurie, why don't you take that? 
                                   
LAURIE GARRETT: 
You know, I think that's very grossly unfair.  At least it's targeting the wrong piece of it.  Because yes, Project Bioshield was created, 
the idea was to get incentives for industry to come up with vaccines and so on for Ebola and other key pathogens.  And the problem 
was that no one could convince industry that it was in their interest to build up a huge stockpile simply that might never get used, 
might never get purchased. 
  
When did you imagine you would need an Ebola vaccine?  So in fact, there was a vaccine center at NIH, they did develop a 
prototype-possible Ebola vaccine, as have other sites in other companies and locations around the world, but there was no incentive 
to take it through the pipeline for commercialization. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Mike Murphy, you had a question. 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
Yes.  Describe to me, math is a big element of this.  And the math is in Africa.  We tend to narcissistically focus on here.  But that's 
where it's out of control.  We're the only superpower.  It is going to land on us.  What needs to be done?  What are the specific 
resources needed to start bending a curve before it's out of control completely? 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
I'm so glad you asked that.  All right, look, the harder we make it for volunteers to be assured that they can come home to America 
after they've been in the epidemic, the harder it is to recruit people to go and be in the epidemic.  And we are understaffed in terms 
of both our military staffing and healthcare worker staffing grossly.  I mean, order of magnitude.  We're behind the virus.  The virus 
is up in a marathon, it's up on the 20-mile line.  And the response is still back around five miles. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Dr. Kelen, how do you incentivize more doctors and healthcare worker from here to go?  Because it seems that this one, there's 



been some hesitance. 
                                       
DR. GABE KELEN: 
Well, some of these issues that have just come up, people are scared to go into that environment because they have seen all the 
news that they may actually get infected.  And we have heard earlier from our colleagues who have been there that PPE supply was 
not assured, that one week they'd have one time of supply, the next week, nothing, the week after that, something else. 
  
And they're not assured that they can come back.  So now that the U.S. government is in there through the military and there are 
better supply lines, the NGO, to some extent figured out how to have a more assured supply.  And we have a better idea that if you 
follow this type of protocol, you are not going to get infected.  I think we'll have an easier time. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Stephanie, very quickly, one. 
                                       
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
Well, Dr. Fauci did say that even though we can't guarantee that we would've happened an Ebola vaccine at this point, everything 
has slowed down.  In fact, money towards the Ebola vaccine was basically cut in half to what it was.  What cuts are coming under the 
Congressional sequester?  Does that concern you?  Should Congress restore those funds, given the level of anxiety across this 
country? 
                                       
LAURIE GARRETT: 
I for one, obviously, I would support keeping us with a strong, scientific, solid, well-supported research enterprise. 
                                       
DR. GABE KELEN: 
Well, I would echo that.  I mean, here's how it works.  You have a fixed budget.  A crisis comes, you move all your resources into 
that, and now, the real question is not this, we're concentrating on this.  We've got a wakeup call.  We've done it.  What is it that the 
resources have been moved away from that two years from now, someone is going to be criticized, “Why didn’t you look at this.  Oh 
my God, we're not prepared." 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
There you go.  I guarantee you're right.  The money will be there in the short term.  The question of course is always long-
term.  Thank you, Laurie Garrett, Dr. Gabe Kelen, the senators, everybody who participated in this.  Coming up, we'll move to a little 
more politics.  One of the most bizarre starts to a political debate in history this week. 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR (ON TAPE): 
Ladies and gentlemen, we have an extremely peculiar situation right now. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Peculiar is one way to describe Florida.  And yes, Ebola has managed to infect the campaign. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
So just over two weeks until the midterms.  I'm going to hit the road and meet the voters.  As you can see, I've got a brand new 
RV.  I'm going to travel through some key battleground states in the Midwest this week.  You can follow my travels on The Today 
Show, NBC Nightly News, and NBCNews.com.  I'll be back in the studio next week for Meet the Press, a little bit of a report for my 
trip before heading out again for the final week of campaigning down South.  We'll be back in a moment. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  With the midterm elections just over two weeks away, the base season has been in full swing.  This past week 
was the political version of March Madness.  We had confrontations over Ebola, President Obama, even over whether a candidate 
could bring a fan on stage.  And of course, there was the occasional verbal fistfight. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
                                       
DOMENIC RECCHIA: 



(IN PROGRESS) -- facing a 20-count criminal indictment? 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
Gentlemen-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
Gentlemen-- 
                                       
REP. MICHAEL GRIMM (R-NY): 
--this is ridiculous. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
In a campaign where ad spending is expected to be over $3 billion, one of the last places to catch candidates unscripted is oddly on 
stage. 
                                       
SEN. MARY LANDRIEU (D-LA): 
And I would give President Obama a six to seven. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
With the President's job rating sitting at or below 40% in the Senate battleground states, it's easy to forget he's not on the ballot. 
                                       
REP. TOM COTTON (R-AR): 
Under the Obama-Pryor economy. 
 
ED GILLESPIE: 
The Obama-Warner policies. 
                                       
THOM TILLIS 
Senator Hagan's voted with President Obama 96% of the time. 
                                       
REP. BILL CASSIDY (R-LA): 
And 97% of the time. 
                                       
REP. CORY GARDNER (R-CO): 
99% of the time. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
In a delicate task, the Democrats running from the president without alienating his voters. 
                                       
SEN. KAY HAGAN (D-NC) 
I disagree with the president.  I think we need the bill the Keystone Pipeline. 
                                       
SEN. MARK UDALL (D-CO) 
When he continues to give a green light to the National Security Agency to spy on Americans. 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
Why are you reluctant to give an answer on whether or not you voted for President Obama? 
                                       
ALISON LUNDERGAN GRIMES: 
Bill, there's no reluctance.  This is a matter of principle. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And not all Republicans are eager to embrace their party label either. 
                                       
REP. CORY GARDNER (R-CO): 
You know, when it came to the Violence Against Women act, I actually stood against my party. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Even the Republican party's leader in the Senate, Mitch McConnell said this week he wants to repeal healthcare reform, but not 
Kentucky's popular state-paid health care exchange.  So ObamaCare by another name. 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
You would support the continuation of Kynect? 
                                       
SENATOR MITCH MCCONNELL (R-KY) 
Well, it's a state decision.  Several states have-- 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
But would you support it? 
                                       
SENATOR MITCH MCCONNELL (R-KY): 
Well, that's fine, yeah, I think it's fine to have a website.  Yeah. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And as talking point fatigue sets in and voters tune out, campaigns are now trying to get their attention by turning to the politics of 
fear. 
                                       
THOM TILLIS: 
Ladies and gentlemen, we've got an Ebola outbreak, we have bad actors that can come across the border. 
                                       
SENATOR PAT ROBERTS (R-KS): 
This all goes back to ISIS, Ebola, and the other problems that we see on the border. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Candidates are sharpening their attacks. 
                                       
MICHELLE NUNN: 
You would be the only senator that from his own words has built a career around outsourcing American jobs.  That's why. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And they fine-tune the art of the backhanded compliment. 
                                       
SENATOR MARK PRYOR (D-AK): 
You know, he did go to Harvard, and certainly we're proud of that.  I know he probably couldn't get into the University of 
Arkansas.  We get that. 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
I'd like each candidate to say something nice about your opponent. 
                                       
SENATOR PAT ROBERTS (R-KS): 
Very well-dressed opponent.  I admire your accumulation of wealth. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
As campaigns haggle over every detail from the number and format of debates, to that electric fan down in Florida, the 
unforgettable moment can happen when a candidate just doesn't show up. 
                                       
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
We have been told that Governor Scott will not be participating in this debate. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Or sometimes when a few too many candidates do show. 
                                       
CRIS ERICSON: 
You are uncivilized. 



                                   
(END TAPE) 
     
CHUCK TODD: 
Ah, Vermont.  Alright, guys, Stephanie Cutter, you have been a debate prepper for years.  What have you seen in the debates that 
makes you either feel better for the Democrats, that you think maybe you guys will survive this? 
                                       
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
Well, I think that Democrats are holding their own in these debates.  And I think that's because basically Republicans are like one-
trick ponies.  It's, you know, insert the name, and then Obama. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, that's like election-- 
                                   
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
Obama. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--2006, it was insert the name. 
                                       
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
I think what-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Insert Bush. 
                                       
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
But I think what is proving to be true is that this election hasn't been nationalized.  And time and time again, in many of these 
debates, many of them that you just showed, it's more about local issues.  Look at the back and forth that McConnell got in over the 
Kentucky healthcare plan.  And he was stumped about it.  Didn't know exactly what to say.  But that's about healthcare in Kentucky. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Murphy? 
                                   
MIKE MURPHY: 
Well, you can't get Alison Grimes to admit who she voted for with a jaws of life machine. I mean that was a disaster for her and 
Mitch McConnell's going to win.  The Democrats aren't a problem.  I mean, the president's numbers are down to 40%.  I mean, 
broccoli’s at 45%.  You're going to have a rejection. 
  
So what they're trying to do, and it's the right strategy for them, but I don't think it's working very well, is that they're trying to make 
the election locally about some negative wedge issues they're going to hammer the repub. on.  But right now, I believe that the 
thing’s moving in a good Republican direction towards the national reject the president numbers. 
  
Now we have had a conga line of screw-ups here between the IRS, the Syria red line fiasco, and now we have Ebola.  Which, I think 
you have to be careful about politicizing it, but it does become a narrative of incompetence.  He's going to get punished. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So there's going to be a line on Ebola.  Manu, of these debates, it seems as if the most telling moment may end up being that Florida 
moment. 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 
Yeah, if any debate has an impact on numbers, right now, it appears that's the one. 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 



That's right.  And Charlie Crist was leading in that race before that fan fiasco. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But not by much. 
                                   
MANU RAJU: 
But not by much.  And this, and you see Republicans now kind of throwing in the towel, knowing that this is something that voters 
will remember when a peculiar incident like that, a fan, I mean, voters were just tuning into the race, that's one of the things that 
they'll end up remembering when they go to the voting. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, my fear, Andrea, is that because of this debate moments like that becoming potentially game changers, that you're going 
to have even more candidates refuse debates, or not come. 
                                       
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
And that is the Republican strategy for 2016 in the primaries.  They've already said that they aren't going to be-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
They're afraid of moments. 
                                   
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
They're afraid of 21-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
--debates.  But the fan moment, I mean, there's going to be another Florida debate on Tuesday night.  And Charlie Crist is going to 
bring his fan.  He's been bringing that fan for ten years.  The fan has a twitter account. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
The fan already won the debate though. 
                                       
MALE VOICE: 
But yeah-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
This next debate, not that it won’t happen--. 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
I mean, that's why he’s got the fan.  But I have a reform proposal.  Ban staff from debates.  Because government staff is not served 
by some idiot staff people who thought to make this -- 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
You think it might cost him the race? 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
No, I think he has a chance in the next debate to reset it.  But it was a fumble.  And let's get the staff knuckleheads out of this and let 
him debate.  But honestly, just quickly-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                   
MIKE MURPHY: 
--fewer open-mic night debates. 
                                       



CHUCK TODD: 
There you go. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
Alright, you guys will get more time.  I promise.  We're coming back a little bit later.  Coming up, addicted to running.  Some 
candidates out of prison and back on the campaign trail. 
                                   
WILLIE GEIST (ON TAPE): 
The only way I can lose this race is-- 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS (ON TAPE): 
If I got caught in bed with a dead woman or a live boy.  And you know what?  There was no chance of that happening. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Politics is a profession very few walk away from willingly.  Sure, there are some senators and congressmen who often move onto 
lucrative lobbying careers.  But boy, being out of office really stings for these things.  And the ache never goes away.  So it's no 
wonder that so many make an attempt to make a comeback.  I asked Willie Geist to spend some time with three colorful figures who 
have a real chance of making it back into office.  Two of them, in fact, spent some time in the big house. 
                                       
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
WILLIE GEIST: 
This 87-year-old man is working the phones for votes. 
                                   
EDWIN EDWARDS: 
I'm one politician knows how to deliver on his promises.  You would know me, I'm Governor Edwards, that’s right. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
That's Edwards, as in Edwin Edwards, congressional candidate who spent 16 years as governor of Louisiana, before spending eight 
and a half years in prison for racketeering.  Edwards is one in a crop of candidates, characters all, seeking political redemption this 
fall. 
                                       
MALE VOICE: 
I did aerobic exercises. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
There's 76-year-old Larry Pressler, out for a morning jog, and stunning the political world, as he runs neck and neck in a race to win 
back the South Dakota Senate seat he lost in 1996. 
                                       
LARRY PRESSLER: 
I have my seniority, I can be a powerful senator for South Dakota. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
But one person isn't so thrilled about the prospects of a comeback, his wife. 
                                       
LARRY PRESSLER: 
She's really not excited about coming back to Washington. 
                                       
BUDDY CIANCI: 
Hi everybody. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
And there's the legendary, former six-term Providence Mayor Buddy Cianci, looking to return to City Hall after a prison stint of nearly 
five years, for conspiracy to commit racketeering. 



                                       
BUDDY CIANCI: 
I did my time in this system that we have in America, you get found guilty, you pay the price.  And I've always proclaimed my 
innocence, I still do.  And the fact is, I did it, I did it like a man. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Released in 2007, from what he calls, “the federal gated community,” the 73-year-old Cianci wants his old job back, holding court on 
this night at a drag bingo game. 
                                       
BUDDY CIANCI: 
Under the B for Buddy, six. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Why dive back in?   
 
BUDDY CIANCI: 
We've had over a decade of decline in the city.  That's number one.  And I looked around to see who was running, and none of them 
have the vision.  And so I decided that I would run for mayor. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Cianci has his share of critics, but the polls show Providence just might give Buddy another try. 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS: 
I got you out of a bad time in 1980.  Well, I'm glad you remember it. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Even over the phone, everyone knows exactly who Edwin Edwards is. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST (TO EDWARDS): 
Governor, did that gentleman say you got him out of a bad time in 1980? 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS: 
That's what he said. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Do you recall getting him-- 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS: 
Oh, I have no idea what it was.  But he was very--he was very grateful. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Edwards spent the evening this way, cold calling, and then catching up with voters who feel like old friends. 
                                       
VOTER: 
Hi. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Edwards, who many people in Louisiana still call "The Governor," and who now has a one-year-old son, was first elected to Congress 
50 years ago. 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS: 
You know, a lady asked me the other day, "You're 87 years old, you're retired, why don't you just do what you feel like doing?"  I 
said, "Lady, that's what I'm doing.  I feel like running for Congress." 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
And he's not worried about those eight and a half years behind bars. 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS: 



I did nothing wrong.  And I want to point something out.  It had nothing to do with my politics.  Nothing to do with my role as a 
governor. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
The justice system disagrees.  But as we walked around Baton Rouge, people were overwhelmingly happy to see him. 
 
VOTER: 
And I think you would be an excellent congressman. 
 
WILLIE GEIST: 
Edwards has provided American politics with some of his most famous quotes, like this one from his 1983 gubernatorial race. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Well, that campaign provided another, perhaps your most famous quote, which is, "The only way I can lose this race is?" 
                                       
EDWIN EDWARDS: 
If I got caught in bed with a dead woman or a live boy.  And you know what?  There was no chance of that happening. 
 
(END TAPE) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Willie joins me now.  I know he said he did nothing wrong.  Nobody that ever serves time ever says they were guilty. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
No, everybody. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Everybody says that. 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
There seems to be some debate of Edwin Edward's greatest quote, the one that he just said there, or the one he said in the 1991 
race against David Duke, who was the grand wizard of the Klan.  He was asked, "Do you have anything in common with David 
Duke?"  And he said, "The only thing we have in common is that we are both wizards underneath the sheets." 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Buddy Cianci, of the three, Buddy Cianci's the one that's most likely to get back in office, isn't he? 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Yeah, let's tick through these.  I think if you ask Mike Murphy, he'd tell you Pressler, although running neck and neck is probably still 
an underdog in South Dakota.  But Buddy Cianci is in the lead.  And when you go back to Providence, people like him.  They feel like 
he delivered services.  There is a constituency out there who said, "We don't need a 70-something guy out there who's been in jail 
running our city."  But there's still some affection for him. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
There is.  And he still sells his pasta sauce.                 
 
WILLIE GEIST: 
This is the updated mayor's own marinara sauce. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Without the squirrel? 
                                       
WILLIE GEIST: 
Without the squirrel, as he called it, the toupee he famously wore for so long.  That's for you, Chuck. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Willie, you had too much fun there.  Thank you, buddy.  When we come back, two weeks ago, are we seeing sign of a small but 
steadily-building Republican wave? 



 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back, the panel is still here.  We've got our new NBC News Wall Street Journal, Annenberg weekly tracking survey, 
Andrea Mitchell.  Generic ballot among the likely voters, the biggest lead we've reported yet for generically for the Republicans.  In 
the Annenberg one, 49-44, this is the NBC/Wall Street Journal, earlier in the week among registered voters, it also had 45-43, but 
among the likely, it went up to five.  Here's what I can tell you.  All Democrats agree, it was a bad week for them.  The question is, is 
it holding? 
 
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
It's a bad week for Democrats.  The White House has been under fire.  At the same time, Neil Newhouse, our Republican former 
partner in polling has said that it's the Get Out the Vote effort, and that Democrats do a whole lot better at getting out the 
vote.  And it's going to come down to a ground game. 
  
I think that a ground game, I think that Texas Supreme Court decision on Saturday morning is going to be really telling, if there are 
more voter restrictions placed in some of those states, it's going to be really hard for Democrats. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Mike Murphy, your buddy Alex Castellanos, a Republican strategist, had this great quote this morning in The Post, "There's a way, 
but there's a wall.  Government's failing, nothing works.  People are trapped in a room with President Obama and the Democratic 
Party, and there's a huge demand for change.  They want to get out of that room, but the only door out there leads them to a room 
full of lepers.  And that's the Republican party.”  Is he right? 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
I'll be sitting there at the Republican dinner this year. (LAUGHS) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, good luck with that. 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
No, I fundamentally agree.  The big question is, we’re gonna do well.  We’re gonna do well partially for freedom.  Even though we 
reject the president, we're going to win Republican states.  The question is, what do we do with it?  Because 2016 is what really 
counts.  And it's a tougher electorate, bigger turnout, we're going to have the power now to start talking about middle class 
economics and policy.  If we don't, it'll get to grievance politics.  We're going to blow the Republican opportunity in the long term. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And the Obama “Get Out the Vote” machine that you helped build, is it going to show up in the midterms? 
                                   
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
Absolutely.  You know, I think we're at the point where in this race where campaigns really matter.  And-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I felt this whole year, the campaigns have not-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
And the Democratic campaigns at least, I can't speak to what's going on inside the Republican campaigns, but the Democrat 
campaigns have been really working and doing what they need to do.  Look what's happening in Iowa.  You know, with the mail-in 
ballots.  You know, a high percentage of people in Iowa have already voted. 
  
And two to one of sporadic voters are voting for the Democrat.  Independents by 25% margin are voting for the Democrat.  That's 
happening in races all over the country.  I do think, you know, that this is going to be a good year for Republicans.  You're obviously 
going to gain seats.  But I think if there was going to be a tidal wave, you'd see much more of that movement you now. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I agree, you would've seen it.  Manu, I'm going to get to what Washington knows, what everybody wants to know, but isn't 



saying.  And in this case, it's about health care.  And the idea, we've seen the biggest, I would argue, false promise of the 24 mid-- 
midterm campaign has been about the Affordable Care Act.  Listen to Mitch McConnell here. 
                                       
MITCH MCCONNELL: 
I want to pull this law out root and branch.  And if we had the ability to do it, we would. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
He's never going to have the ability to do it. 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 
That's right.  Even if he gets the majority, it's going to be a 51-49 majority. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Are Republicans are overpromising here?  Because their base is going to expect to see that.  And it isn't going to happen. 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 
It isn't going to happen.  You know, it's really a sign of the challenge that McConnell is going to have if he becomes majority 
leader.  He's going to have conservatives pushing very hard to do something on ObamaCare.  And then he's going to have a whole 
bunch of blue-state Republicans who are up for reelection in 2016. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Who want no part, right? 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 
Who want no part of it.  And then of course you have a Democrat in the White House and a very concerted House Republican 
confluence.  How he threads that needle is going to be very, very difficult.  I'm not sure you'd even want the majority-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I was just going to say, I've heard Andrea Mitchell, a House Republican leader say to me, "If for the first five things we've 
passed, and one of them is healthcare, we've already failed." 
                                       
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
They don't want to go anywhere near it.  I mean, why we opened that, they just want to figure out, and they haven't figured out yet 
what they want to throw up there as veto bait to try to put the president on the defensive as quickly as possible. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Fifteen seconds, Murphy.  Should they have come out with five things that they're going to do with the majority?  Are they going to 
regret that they didn't do that? 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
No, because they're going to do it the week after the election if they have any sense.  They're going to define that.  If they don't-- 
                                       
ANDREA MITCHELL: 
If they have it. 
                                       
MIKE MURPHY: 
If they don't, they're in trouble. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right-- 
                                       
STEPHANIE CUTTER: 
If they can't agree. 
                                       
MANU RAJU: 
They'd rather make it about Obama. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well done.  That's all for today.  Starting on Wednesday, I'll be rolling into Kansas, Iowa, and Wisconsin to meet the voters in that RV 
you saw earlier.  If I come into your town, come say hi and share some RV sightings with the hashtag, #WhereIsChuck.  We'll be back 
next week with stories from the road.  By the way, I'm going to give a shout out to my friends at the Arlington Free Clinic, 20 years of 
serving the under-insured health care people in Arlington, Virginia.  Well done.  If it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
 
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 10/26/14 -- FAUCI CALLS QUARANTINES “DRACONIAN;” SCHUMER & PORTMAN DEBATE FUTURE OF THE 
SENATE; NEW POLLS IN 6 KEY STATES 

NBC/Marist polls show tight races, Republican momentum Doctors Without Borders rep says “we are totally confused” by 
quarantine orders Plus: Leiter on countering the ISIS “Jihadi cool” recruitment 

OCTOBER 26, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured interviews about the Ebola crisis with Sophie Delaunay, 
the U.S. executive director of Doctors Without Borders, andDr. Anthony Fauci from the National Institutes of Health; a discussion on 
terrorism with former NCTC director Michael Leiter and Arsalan Iftikhar, senior editor at Islamic Monthly; a debate about the future 
of the Senate with Senators Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and Rob Portman (R-OH); and a political panel with New York Times Washington 
bureau chief Carolyn Ryan, Washington Post chief correspondent Dan Balz, Washington Post political reporter Nia-Malika 
Henderson, and NBC News Congressional correspondent Luke Russert. 
 
The program also included an excerpt from Chris Jansing’s exclusive TV interview with Ambassador Samantha Power ahead of her 
trip to West Africa, a recap of Chuck’s first week on the “Meet the Voters” RV trip, and new NBC News/Marist polling from six 
battleground states. 
 
Full analysis of the polls can be found online here: http://nbcnews.to/ZSgFts 
  
Below are highlights, video, and a rush transcript of today’s program. All content will be available online at MeetThePressNBC.com. 
  
# # # 
 
Amb. Power to Chris Jansing: we need to treat returning health workers “like conquering heroes” and not stigmatize them  
 
SAMANTHA POWER: All of us need to make clear what these health workers mean to us and how much we value their service, how 
much we value their contributions.  We need to encourage more, we need many more than are going right now.  And we need to 
find a way when they come home that they are treated like conquering heroes and not stigmatized for the tremendous work that 
they have done. 
 
 
Doctors Without Borders rep: “We are totally confused by these orders” for mandatory quarantines 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1tslhmX 
 
CHUCK TODD: Let me start with these new now mandatory orders that are taking place in New York, in New Jersey, Illinois, and 
Florida.  Are you already finding that you have doctors and other healthcare workers backing out of volunteer trips to the affected 
areas? 
                                      
SOPHIE DELAUNAY: Frankly speaking, we are totally confused by these orders because we have put in place over the past few 
months protocols that are based on non-medical science and accepted.  And these protocols have been strictly followed by our staff. 
 
 
Fauci says mandatory quarantines are “draconian,” adds: “We don’t necessarily need to do that.” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1xrOY5j 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: Have they gone too far?  Governor Cuomo and Christie, overreacting? 
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DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: I don't want to be directly criticizing the decision that was made.  But we have to be careful that there are 
unintended consequences.  The best way to stop this epidemic is to help the people in West Africa.  We do that by sending people 
over there.  Not only from the USA, but from other places.  We need to treat them, returning people, with respect, and make sure 
that -- they're really heroes.  So the idea that we're being a little bit draconian, there are other ways to protect.  There's monitoring, 
there's direct monitoring, there's active monitoring.  We don't necessarily need to do that. 
 
 
Fauci says federal government is considering certain types of monitoring that are short of quarantine 
 
CHUCK TODD: According to Governor Cuomo, the federal government is considering something more stringent.  What are you guys 
considering? 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: Well, certain types of monitoring.  You have to stratify risk, Chuck.  You know, there's people who are at high 
risk, there are people at some risk, and there are people at low but not zero risk.  And there are people that are at more risk.  I'm 
talking about the healthcare workers. … And you fashion what you do with them according to the risk.  And one of the ways you can 
mitigate against this issues is by monitoring.  Different types of monitoring.  You don't necessarily have to-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: But how do you make sure it's mandatory?  That right now it's voluntary, and thank goodness Dr. Spencer was doing 
it. 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: Right.  Well, there are ways to ratchet that up.  I mean, there's passive monitoring.  You take your 
temperature, and if anything goes wrong, you report it.  There's active, where you report it to someone, and then there's direct 
active, where someone comes in and actually takes your temperature.  That's all short of quarantine. 
 
 
Leiter on countering ISIS social media recruitment: “we don't have enough people in government who are doing counterterrorism 
who understand 15 to 29 year olds” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1wzGf15 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: ISIS is in social media, and it is going after "Jihadi Cool."  What we have to do now is counter that message using 
social media just as effectively.  And that's not something U.S. government over the past ten years has been particularly good at.  … 
We don't have enough Muslim F.B.I. agents, we don't have enough F.B.I. agents who understand Islam.  And we don't have enough 
people in government who are doing counterterrorism, who understand 15 to 29 year olds.  They're disengaged, and this is also the 
group which is likely to be most violent.  It can't just be Nancy Reagan with, "Say no to drugs."  You have to do engagement with that 
demographic. 
 
 
Schumer predicts Democrats will hold the Senate but Portman says “voter intensity” is with the GOP 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1tWiK5a 
     
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: I think we will hold the Senate.  You know, I know all the pundits are saying Republicans will take the 
Senate.  Democrats are going to prove the pundits wrong on election day when we keep the Senate, three reasons. … Economic 
issues, better ground game, better candidates will put us over the top November. 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: Senator Portman, why is he wrong? 
                                  
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: Well, but you believe he's right.  You know, it's not the pundits who are saying the Republicans are going to get 
the majority, it's the voters.  And your polls show it.  It's tight, but the voter intensity is on our side. … We get the enthusiasm on our 
side.  And look, people are looking for a change, Chuck.  They don't want the status quo.  And a change is changing the side. 
 
 
Schumer and Portman both predict Reid and McConnell will remain leaders 
 
CHUCK TODD: I've met nearly a dozen Democrats, Senator Schumer, a dozen Democrats who are saying, "You know what?  I don't 
know, I'd like somebody else different than Harry Reid."  Is Harry Reid bigger than the majority?  Greg Orman, of Kansas, says he will 
not be with the Democrats if Harry Reid is the Senate majority leader.  What say you? 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: I say then Harry Reid will run for majority leader and he will win with an overwhelming, probably very close 
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to a majority vote. 
 
CHUCK TODD: Senator McConnell, I'm hearing the same thing from other Republicans.  "Look, he's not out of the woods, he can't 
put his race away."  But Greg Orman says he will not sit with the Republicans if Mitch McConnell's in charge.  Is one man bigger than 
the potential majority Republicans? 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN:  No, but I think Mitch is going to win in Kentucky. … I think Mitch is going to win, I think he'll be the leader. 
 
# # #  
 
Below is a RUSH transcript of the 10AM feed of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ “Meet the Press.” 
A final transcript of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
October 26, 2014 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
This Sunday, the election season sidetracked again, this time by two issues.  One, the Ebola virus reaches New York City.  Do we 
really need to quarantine health workers returning from West Africa? 
 
ANDREW CUOMO: 
This is not the time to take chances 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
And is it time for a travel ban completely from all of the affected countries?  And two, the homegrown terror threat.  Another lone 
wolf attack, this time in Canada's parliament.  And that brutal hatchet assault on police officers in New York.  Is the threat of Islamist 
extremists increasing?  Or are these mentally disturbed copycats?  And of course, meeting the voters. 
                                      
MALE VOICE: 
I want to fire some incumbents. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
My report from our battleground state road trip, part one of it.  And exclusive polling numbers showing the race to control the 
Senate is on knife's edge. Plus is our democracy being bought and sold by a bunch of oligarchs? 
                                      
LAWRENCE LESSIG: 
We've outsourced the funding of campaigns to this tiny, tiny fraction of the 1%. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
More than ever billionaires trying to buy elections.  And finally, what if children talked back to their parents as if they were 
politicians? 
                                      
FEMALE VOICE: 
Did you eat the cookies? 
                                      
MALE VOICE: 
I am deeply upset by this question. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm Chuck Todd and joining me to provide insight and analysis are NBC's Luke Russert, Nia-Malika Henderson of The Washington 
Post, Carolyn Ryan of The New York Times, and Dan Balz, the chief correspondent for The Washington Post.  Welcome to 
Sunday.  It's Meet the Press. 
                                      
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, good morning, just nine days to go until election day.  And this morning, we have brand new polls from six states, that 



hopefully will tell us something about which way the wind is blowing and which party is going to control the Senate.  And what the 
next two years might look like.  As for me, I've been on the road meeting the voters, on my road trips, spending the week in the 
Midwest in my trusty "Where Is Chuck" bus, covering battles in three states out there. 
We stopped in on the unpredictable Senate race in Kansas, the neck and neck Senate fight in Iowa, and then of course that 
ideological battle for governor in Wisconsin that I feel like's been going on continuously for four years.  But before we get to the 
polls and all of the big races, two big stories this week caused major concern for many. 
And of course, it commanded our attention.  The specter of homegrown Islamic terror sparked by that shooting incident in the 
Canadian Parliament building in Ottawa.  And then of course there's the New York City doctor who contracted Ebola after returning 
from West Africa, where he was treating Ebola patients.  So let's start with Ebola. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
This week, the virus came to the country's biggest city, when Craig Spencer, a New York doctor who had been treating Ebola patients 
while working for Doctors Without Borders in Guinea tested positive for the disease nine days after leaving West Africa.  The 
situation in West Africa remains dire though, with the World Health Organization announcing the number of Ebola cases is now past 
10,000.  But there was encouraging news, with Dallas nurse Nina Pham becoming the latest American to recover from the disease, 
receiving a hug from the president. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Many politicians are calling for a travel ban from the affected countries, and New York, New Jersey, Illinois, and now Florida have 
ordered quarantines for any health workers returning from West Africa who have had direct contact with Ebola patients. 
Those quarantine orders have been heavily criticized by Kaci Hickox, a nurse, who was held in isolation for seven hours at Newark 
Airport on Friday after returning from Sierra Leone before testing negative for the virus.  She called the experience frightening and 
suggested other health workers could be deterred from traveling to West Africa to tackle Ebola.  Well, I'm joined now from New 
York by Sophie Delaunay, the U.S. executive director of Doctors Without Borders.  Ms. Delaunay, thank you for coming on Meet the 
Press. 
                                      
SOPHIE DELAUNAY: 
Good morning, Chuck. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me start with these new now mandatory orders that are taking place in New York, in New Jersey, Illinois, and Florida.  Are you 
already finding that you have doctors and other healthcare workers backing out of volunteer trips to the affected areas? 
                                      
SOPHIE DELAUNAY: 
Well, you know, frankly speaking, we are totally confused by these orders because we have put in place over the past few months 
protocols that are based on non-medical science and accepted.  And these protocols have been strictly followed by our staff.  They 
constrict our staff monitoring, they restrict staff monitoring.  We ask our volunteers coming back from West Africa to monitor their 
temperature twice a day during 21 days. 
To continue their malaria prophylaxis in order to avoid that there would be a confusion between malaria symptoms and Ebola, 
which can be similar.  And more importantly, we recommend that they report the symptoms as soon as they realize that they exist. 
And this is, actually, the protocol that our colleague Craig has strictly followed this week. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
You believe that Dr. Spencer did not put any New Yorkers in harm's way? 
                                      
SOPHIE DELAUNAY: 
Well, what we know from medical science is that a person who does not present symptoms is very unlikely to transmit the 
disease.  And even though the disease can only be transmitted through the change of body fluids.  So it's actually impossible that a 
person living, for example, in the same building than an infected person who does not present symptoms could be at risk of being 
infected with Ebola. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Is there any new protocol you can add simply to reassure the American public? 
                                      
SOPHIE DELAUNAY: 
Oh, we're definitely working on trying to strengthen the monitoring, of course, of our field workers.  But we are also very confused 
about what are going to be the recommendations by the States.  We're still strictly following the guidelines of public health 
institutions in the U.S. and working at strengthening ours.  But what we are more concerned about the health condition of our 



colleague.  We are very sensitive to.  And understanding of the anxiety that Ebola triggers. 
But more importantly, we are very much concerned about this situation in West Africa where the outbreak is still out of 
control.  And quarantine measures or coercive measures against aid worker could give a superfluous sense of security, while the 
most important is to tackle the epidemic at its source there. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Sophia Delaunay of the U.S. executive director for Doctors without Borders.  Thank you for your time and perspective this morning.  I 
appreciate it. 
                                      
SOPHIE DELAUNAY: 
Thank you, Chuck. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Now, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations is traveling to the infected countries in West Africa.  She landed in Guinea this 
morning.  Chris Jansing 
SAMANTHA POWER: 
All of us need to make clear what these health workers mean to us and how much we value their service, how much we value their 
contributions.  We need to encourage more, we need many more than are going right now.  And we need to find a way when they 
come home that they are treated like conquering heroes and not stigmatized for the tremendous work that they have done. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
In the studio with me now is Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at NIH, who 
successfully, by the way, treated Nina Pham.  Dr. Fauci, welcome back to Meet the Press. 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Good to be with you. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
The issue of quarantines.  We now have New York, New Jersey, Illinois, three airports there, Newark, JFK, O'Hare, that do receive 
passengers from the impacted countries.  They are doing mandatory quarantines.  Good idea? 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, the first thing we need to do is make sure the primary goal is to protect the American people.  But there are ways to do that 
that may not necessarily have to go that far at all. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Have they gone too far?  Governor Cuomo and Christie, overreacting? 
                                  
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
I don't want to be directly criticizing what the decision that was made.  But we have to be careful that there are unintended 
consequences.  The best way to stop this epidemic is to help the people in West Africa.  We do that by sending people over 
there.  Not only from the USA, but from other places. 
We need to treat them, returning people, with respect, and make sure that they're really heroes.  So the idea that we're being a 
little bit draconian, there are other ways to protect.  There's monitoring, there's direct monitoring, there's active monitoring.  We 
don't necessarily need to do that. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
So the governors of Virginia and Georgia, where Dulles Airport is, and of course Atlanta Hartsfield, which also received people 
directly from the infected areas.  They're probably going to be waking up this morning feeling the pressure to do the same thing that 
the governors of New York, New Jersey, and Illinois.  What's your advice to them? 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Go with the science.  That's what we're trying to do here in our government.  Go with the science. 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
And if the science says-- 
 
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 



The science tells us that people who are not sick, if you do not come into contact with the body's fluid, if someone comes back from 
wherever, Liberia, and they're well, they are no danger to anyone.  That is for sure. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
But Dr. Spencer was well for a week. 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Right, right.  He was well for a week.  But we're not saying just leave them off.  You monitor them.  You can monitor them in multiple 
different ways.  You don't have to put them in a confined place.  You monitor them, you take their temperature, you take their 
symptoms.  And remember, Dr. Spencer was not sick at the time that he was going around.  And we keep saying it over and over 
again, Chuck.  You have to come into direct contact with body fluids.  So the risk to the general public is vanishingly small. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Apparently though, according to Governor Cuomo, the federal government is considering something more stringent.  What are you 
guys considering? 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Well, certain types of monitoring.  You have to stratify risk, Chuck.  You know, there's people who are at high risk, there are people 
at some risk, and there are people at low but not zero risk.  And there are people that are at more risk.  I'm talking about the 
healthcare workers. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
These are all healthcare workers? 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
They're all healthcare workers.  And you fashion what you do with them according to the risk.  And one of the ways you can mitigate 
against this issues is by monitoring.  Different types of monitoring.  You don't necessarily have to-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But how do you make sure it's mandatory?  That right now it's voluntary, and thank goodness Dr. Spencer was doing it. 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Right.  Well, there are ways to ratchet that up.  I mean, there's passive monitoring.  You take your temperature, and if anything goes 
wrong, you report it.  There's active, where you report it to someone, and then there's direct active, where someone comes in and 
actually takes your temperature.  That's all short of quarantine. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay.  Dr. Anthony Fauci, thanks for coming back on Meet the Press. 
                                      
DR. ANTHONY FAUCI: 
Good to be with you, Chuck. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Certainly.  As we told you, busy week.  I want to turn now to the issue of homegrown terror. Officials often say that a lone-wolf 
attacker, often self-radicalized with no official ties to a terror group, is more likely to happen and more difficult to stop than a 
coordinated, 9/11-style attack.  And we've seen some recent examples. 
Monday, near Montreal, a man deliberately hits two members of the military with his car.  Authorities describe it as a "violent 
expression of an extremist ideology."  Wednesday, a gunman, a recent convert to Islam, on a Canadian government's watch list, no 
less, kills a guard in Ottawa's Parliament Hill, and is killed in a firefight with police shortly after. 
Thursday, in New York, a self-radicalized Muslim attacks group of four N.Y.P.D. officers with a hatchet, and injured two police 
officers they call into attack, and the police call it a terrorist attack.  And then of course last week, three teenage girls from Colorado 
get on a plane to Europe, hoping to join ISIS, they are arrested in Germany and returned home. 
Joining me now are Michael Leiter, former director of the National Counterterrorism Center, and Arsalan Iftikhar, senior editor at 
Islamic Monthly.  I want to tackle this in two different ways, the security threat itself, but then also the Islamic community.  Michael, 
let me start with you.  Are all these terrorist attacks, Islamic terrorism, in the way you would classify them?  Or are these mentally-
deranged people glomming into an ideology to make their attack seem more relevant? 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 



And I'm not sure there's a difference between those two categories in many cases.  These are terrorist attacks in my view.  They are 
politically motivated, sub-state actors, people who are doing this in the name of Al Qaeda or potentially ISIS.  But in many cases, with 
many terrorists we've seen in the past, these individuals are ones who have had a crisis in their life, who are mentally ill, and they 
attach themselves to some ideology.  In this case, that ideology is being driven to them, and this is, to me, terrorist attacks. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
So how do you deal with it?  How do you stop it?  Is this more surveillance?  I mean, look, conspiracies, you guys are good at 
breaking up. 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 
Thank God. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Because once one person talks to somebody, you've got them. 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 
It's what we've built up over the past ten years.  It's great that you just talked with Anthony Fauci, because it's the same sort of 
thing.  It is looking at risk in different areas.  And that high end, you can protect against them, we're good at it.  These small-scale, 
self-motivated, lone wolves, it's much, much harder. 
And we don't have the resources to cover all of them.  And what we have to do is mitigate it the best we can, but also not 
overreact.  Because this isn't, in the scheme of risks that we see as a society, this isn't really a life and death matter for the entire 
nation. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Arsalan, what is the role of the American Muslim community in this?  Because there are clearly some people that are self-
radicalizing, coming in.  Maybe they're newcomers into the Islamic communities.  Maybe it's in a Dearborn, wherever it's 
happening.  What's the role of the leadership in these Islamic communities to identify perhaps people that are joining, converting, 
but not for the right reasons? 
                                      
ARSALAN IFTIKHAR: 
Well, Chuck, I think it's important to keep in mind when you're talking about groups like ISIS, that we're not talking about the X Men 
or the Transformers here.  We're not dealing with Wolverines or Optimus Primes.  Essentially, we're dealing with loner idiots who 
are sitting in their tighty-whities, in their mother's basements, playing Call of Duty on their XBox Four, who are disenfranchised, 
disengaged from the rest of the community. 
I mean, if you look at Michael Zehaf-Bibeau, the shooter in Ottawa, he was actually thrown out of a mosque in British Columbia, 
similar to the Boston Marathon bombing suspects who were once thrown out of a Boston mosque.  So in terms of community 
policing, the Muslim community in the United States and Canada has done a remarkable job. 
And I agree with Michael that, you know, a lot of what we are going to see are these self-radicalized loners that a lot of 
counterterrorism experts refer to as the "New Jihadi Cool," right?  Not part of a centralized terrorist organization, going on YouTube, 
Facebook, Twitter.  I would bet all the money in my pocket that ISIS had never heard of Michael Zehaf-Bibeau. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I understand that.  So is this a media issue?  Does it become the more attention attacks like this get, does it end up actually 
serving perversely to convince more of these mentally-deranged folks to say, "Hey, I'm going to use this perverted ideology as a way 
to get more attention for my attack"? 
                                      
ARSALAN IFTIKHAR: 
Yeah, you know, whenever American Muslims or Arabs are impugned after an attack like this, it helps to serve the agenda of these 
organizations to say, "See, America is at war with Muslims."  But the fact of the matter is that there are over seven million American 
Muslims that live here peacefully. 
Five out of the last 12 Nobel Peace Prize winners, including this year's, Malala Yousafzai, are Muslims.  And so, you know, sadly, 
when you look at the narrative media-wise in terms of listening to all of this negative, extremist, violent narratives that we're dealing 
with.  And that's what we have to push back against. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Michael, the social media issue, you guys have monitored it.  It's been a helpful tool on surveillance.  Now it's a recruitment tool in 
some form or another.  What is the best way to deal with it? 
                                      



MICHAEL LEITER: 
Well, I think this is the biggest change between ISIS and previous Al-Nusra or Al Qaeda. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Al Qaeda wasn't a social media thing as much. 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 
They weren't.  They are going.  This, ISIS is in social media, and it is going after "Jihadi Cool."  What we have to do now is counter 
that message using social media just as effectively.  And that's not something U.S. government over the past ten years has been 
particularly good at.  So we have to monitor, we have to engage, and the partnerships between state and local officials and Muslim 
communities really have to change from what we've done over the past ten years. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
What's the change?  What's something that changes?  Just an example? 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 
It's all of us building trust, right?  You know, there's been a lot of surveillance, whether it's F.B.I., whether it's other agencies in the 
American Muslim communities, in intercontinental-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
There's a little distrust, right? 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 
There is a lot of distrust.  And so again, to build that trust, letting people know that community policing is a sacrosanct, part of 
American law enforcement, and that the Muslim community is part of the solution, not the problem. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Do we have enough Muslim F.B.I. agents? 
                                      
MICHAEL LEITER: 
We don't have enough Muslim F.B.I. agents, we don't have enough F.B.I. agents who understand Islam.  And we don't have enough 
people in government who are doing counterterrorism, who understand 15 to 29 year olds.  They're disengaged, and this is also the 
group which is likely to be most violent.  It can't just be Nancy Reagan with, "Say no to drugs."  You have to do engagement with that 
demographic. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, Michael Leiter, Arsalan Iftikhar, thank you both.  You've given us a lot to think about.  Appreciate it.  The panel is here.  Luke 
Russert, Nia-Malika Henderson, Carolyn Ryan, and Dan Balz.  Of course guys, it's the politics of all of this.  These two issues.  Nine 
days from the midterms.  Dan Balz, you were on the road, I've been on the road.  How much did you find Ebola and the terror threat 
coming up in conversations with voters? 
                                      
DAN BALZ: 
Only a little bit.  I think these are sort of back-of-the-mind issues.  These are not playing significantly in these races.  And yet, it adds 
to the unease that's out there.  It adds to the question of, "Are things working, why aren't they working better, am I safe, is my 
family safe"?  So I think that's where it fits into the concern of the larger narrative of this campaign. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
And when it comes to these Ebola quarantines, Carolyn Ryan, you can't help but wonder when you saw Pat Quinn and Rick Scott 
quickly, governors of Illinois and Florida, both are very tight reelection races, they see what Christie and Cuomo did, and they think, 
"Boy, we better not let our opponents somehow out-Ebola us." 
 
CAROLYN RYAN: 
Exactly.  I mean, one thing that was especially jarring and really was unsettling in New York, you had Governor Cuomo come out with 
Mayor de Blasio, and seemed to be quite confident about how things were going in New York.  And the very next day, abruptly, 
hastily, with Governor Christie saying, "It's not enough." 
And I think that it just generates more confusion and public anxiety over this.  And I think as you say, we're going to see more and 



more states.  And it creates a patchwork of different protocols, and I think it's quite confusing to the public, and certainly the 
healthcare workers. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Nia, politics obviously is impacting the way these guys are acting.  I mean, you can't help but wonder if they would be 
moving like this, so sort of, erratically, if the election weren't nine days away. 
 
NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON: 
Right.  And I think that's right.  And I think particularly with a certain segment of voters, and I'm thinking women, this seems to be 
playing quite a bit.  There was a focus group down in Charlotte, North Carolina, one down in New Orleans, of Wal-Mart moms, and 
they are very worried about Ebola, much more so than they're worried about ISIS. 
The idea that Ebola is here, ISIS is over there.  So certainly, I think these folks who are thinking about politics now and also thinking 
about politics in 2016, are moving swiftly to allay certain fears.  And also, look, Obama was criticized for not acting quickly enough. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
So the governors want to look like, "Hey, look at us." 
 
NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON: 
Yeah, exactly.  Exactly. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Luke, talking to both parties, ‘cause I found the same thing that Dan did, Ebola and ISIS are there, but it isn't the front-of-
mind issue on these races.  They are engaged on sort of what the issues are. 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But you talk to Democrats, and they'll say, "You know what these two stories do?  It delays the chance for the Democrats to make 
the localized closing argument that they want to make, while Republicans, who are trying to make a national argument, they can just 
fit it in." 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Right, and I'm going to argue that it also ties the Democrats to President Obama more directly.  And one thing we've seen 
throughout these midterms, and even when it really has been the strategy of Congressional Republicans, is to create this sort of 
culture of incompetence around the Obama administration. 
And you've seen that reflected in our pollings.  Some polls showed the Obama confidence around what Bush was during Katrina.  So 
that issue there.  So you're sort of seeing that play out in these midterms.  It delays the local argument.  And it puts these Democrats 
directly in the same boat as President Obama.  And it's a tough thing for them to be at.  You saw the CDC response a lot better in 
New York after Dallas. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
And in six months, when we're telling about 100,000 Ebola cases in West Africa, competency of the world is going to end up being a 
question on this.  And this is all going to look like a silly debate that's been happening nine days before the election.  We will be back 
in a minute meeting the voters who hope to give incumbents a black eye.  I'll report back from part one of our midterm bus trip 
we've got our new polls from the key battleground states.  We'll be right back. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
CHUCK TODD: 
Our polls have made it clear, the American voter is not satisfied with, well, anything or anybody in power, especially in 
Washington.  The wild card in this election is how these frustrated voters will express themselves once they walk into the voting 
booth.  This week, I've been on the road to meet these voters.  And whether it's Kansas, Iowa, or Wisconsin, it's becoming clear that 
the close races are going to be decided by how voters come down on the question of this, punishing one party, without rewarding 
the other. 
                                  
(BEGIN TAPE) 
     
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 



On the first day of our Meet the Voters tour, we roll through the heartland.  Kansas City, home of World Series baseball, and a 
Senate race across the state line in Kansas, that could shake the nation.  Forty-six year old independent Greg Orman has made 
himself into a credible alternative to incumbent Republican Pat Roberts. 
                                      
GREG ORMAN: 
And we once again declare our independence, independence from both political parties. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
But he hasn't closed the deal yet with voters.  It's a sentiment we heard over and over again at VFW Post 7397 in Lenexa, Kansas. 
 
MALE VOTER #1: 
In some cases, I'd like to get rid of all the incumbents, but I think that would be even more to harm what we've got going on. 
                                      
MALE VOTER #2: 
I'm more of the mentality of if they've been there a couple years, they're a career politician, I-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
MALE VOICE: 
Well, you're that, the, you know, I’m done with everybody-- 
                                      
MALE VOTER #2: 
But you know what? 
                 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
MALE VOTER #2: 
If they don't have the guts to put the term limits in themselves, I'll do it myself at the voting booth. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Just heard your speech in there. I did not hear specifics in there, I didn’t hear anything about immigration, didn’t hear anything 
about healthcare. 
                                      
GREG ORMAN: 
I think we've spent a lot of time in this tax campaign defining what we think is wrong with America and with we think we need to do 
to solve those problems.  In order to get to that spot though, we've got to fix the dysfunction in Washington first. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
200 miles north in Des Moines, Iowa, another bellwether race.  The party that wins this race will likely control the U.S. Senate next 
year.  Republican Joni Ernst is trying to become the first woman in Iowa to ever be elected to Congress. 
                                      
IOWA STATE FEMALE STUDENT #1: 
I feel more of a duty as a female. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
A fact not lost on some of the students at Iowa State we sat down with. 
                                      
IOWA STATE FEMALE STUDENT #2: 
A lot of times, it's hard for older men to understand what is important to women. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
If you can find the word Republican on here, I'll pay you five bucks.  I don't see it.  That tells you something.  It's a reminder of what 
kind of state this is. 
                                      
ANNOUNCER: 
Joni Ernst, mother, soldier, conservative. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 



Ernst wants to benefit from the fact her first name isn't "Congressman."  But what could be holding her back in what is clearly an 
anti-Washington year is some of her very conservative positions, including support for something called personhood, which in some 
cases, would grant all unborn human beings with equal protections. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
The personhood thing was a mistake? 
                                      
JONI ERNST: 
No, it is not a mistake.  It is stating that I do believe in life.  I will never say that's a mistake.  Because again, I am someone who is 
always going to promote life. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Her opponent, Democrat Bruce Braley is trying to convince voters she's too conservative for most Iowans.  Millennials could be the 
difference in this race.  And the millions of dollars spent on the ad war here may not reach them. 
                                      
IOWA STATE FEMALE STUDENT #1: 
A lot of us aren't watching TV.  A lot of us are going to be on our phones and checking online. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Back on the road heading north. Wisconsin. Four years of a hard-core political battle.  Republican Governor Scott Walker is fighting 
for his job for the third time in four years.  Democrat Mary Burke is hoping voters are worn out from being the most polarized state 
in the nation. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Unfair caricature? 
                                      
MARY BURKE: 
Right now, I think it's fair.  Unfortunately.  But it's not who we are here in Wisconsin. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Democrat Mary Burke is trying to capitalize on that sentiment.  Former President Clinton campaigned with Burke the day we talked 
to her.  And she's one of a few Democrats who wants the current president by her side as well. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Why are you comfortable having President Obama here? 
                                      
MARY BURKE: 
It's going to be a tight race.  Turnout's going to be important.  And yeah, and I welcome the president here. 
                                  
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Reach Out Wisconsin, a group bitterly divided over Walker, meet every month to move past the Washington-style 
dysfunction.  Conservatives, listening to liberals. 
                                      
MALE VOTER #3: 
You understand the person and why they believe that as opposed to just, again, sort of demonizing them for their political belief. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
And liberals listening to conservatives. 
                                      
MALE VOTER #4: 
Make friends with the person you are most afraid to make friends with. 
                                      
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, there you have it there.  A fascinating way for that man to end.  Let me bring in Senators Chuck Schumer, Democrat from New 



York. 
                                  
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
Hi. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Rob Portman, Republican from Ohio.  You guys are obviously knee-deep in the election.  You're part of the NRSC.  You, of course, 
number two in the leadership.  Let me run through our polls very quickly in these battleground states.  Let's start with South Dakota, 
very quickly.  Excuse me, we're going to start with Iowa.  Bruce Braley at 46%, the Republican there, at 49%, three point lead there 
for Joni Ernst. 
Colorado, another close race, Cory Gardner, Republican, 46%, the Democrat, Mark Udall, 45%.  Look at this one in Kansas, the 
independent still holding the lead.  A month ago, we showed a ten-point lead.  Now it's down to one.  Greg Orman there, Pat 
Roberts sitting at 44%.  Some surprises in the South. 
Closer races in places going in different directions.  North Carolina, Kay Hagan in a dead heat with Republican challenger Thom Tillis 
at 43%.  Many Democrats believe Hagan still holds the lead.  And things are closing in Arkansas with our poll, given Republican 
challenger Tom Cotton just a two-point edge over Democrat incumbent Mark Pryor, 45%, 43%.  Some people thought maybe this 
race would be put away by now. 
Then there's South Dakota.  We thought we'd check in on this one since there was some chatter that maybe the crazy three-way 
race was making an unusual result.  That's not the case.  Republican Mike Rounds is still way out in front, double-digit lead over the 
Democrat there Rick Weiland and former Republican Senator Larry Pressler, who's running as an independent, gets 16%. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Schumer, you guys are the ones on the defensive here.  We're nine days out.  How do you hold the Senate? 
                                      
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
Well, I think we will hold the Senate.  You know, I know all the pundits are saying Republicans will take the Senate.  Democrats are 
going to prove the pundits wrong on election day when we keep the Senate, three reasons.  First and foremost, economic issues 
predominate.  Ebola's in the news, ISIS is in the news, but the average voter, every poll shows far and away, cares most about 
economic issues. 
They tend to beat the Democrats on economic issues like minimum wage.  Like equal pay for women.  Like not sending jobs overseas 
predominate.  Second, we have a much better ground game.  You can add two to three points at a minimum. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
For all of them? 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
For each of those race.  Just about every one of those races.  So if it's 44, 43, we're probably ahead.  And third, as the race get down 
to the final moments, the voters focus on the two candidates.  Not on the national referendum.  When the two candidates are 
compared almost inevitably, we do better.  So economic issues, better ground game, better candidates will put us over the top 
November. 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Portman, why is he wrong? 
                                  
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Well, but you believe he's right.  You know, it's not the pundits who are saying the Republicans are going to get the majority, it's the 
voters.  And your polls show it.  Also-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
It's tight though. 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Well, it's tight, but the voter intensity is on our side.  You were in Iowa.  And you saw that with early voting in Iowa, Republicans are 
winning.  That's never happened before.  All the polls show that, you know, this is going to be a good year for Republicans.  It's a 
good environment for us. 
We've talked earlier about the incompetence that some people feel about the Obama administration.  And that's catching up to 



them.  And people are asked, you know, "What do you think about the president," in your poll today.  And you know what they 
said?  He gets less than 40% approval in all those states. 
And when the president goes on national TV and says, "You know what, this is about me.  These are my policies, all my policies are 
on the ballot."  And when he further says, "And by the way, all these candidates who are trying to distance themselves from me, 
they all vote with me.  And they all want to vote with me."  So it is a national election.  And Republicans are great candidates.  We 
get the enthusiasm on our side.  And look, people are looking for a change, Chuck.  They don't want the status quo.  And a change is 
changing the side. 
CHUCK TODD: 
I let you both go long on that first question, but I want you to keep it tighter here when we go to these things.  What is the 
difference?  Why do 51 Democrats matter more than 51 Republicans?  What really will matter in the next two years?  And the same 
question is going to be for you.  What's the real difference between 51 Republicans and 51 Democrats? 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
It does matter.  Two words, Supreme Court.  You need the majority-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
Not all.  But you asked.  One reason, Supreme Court.  The money that's cascading into our system.  If the Supreme Court continues 
to be the way it is, and there's a vacancy and they buttress that, will the subject to these few people just dominating the elections 
for decades to come.  The Supreme Court on voting rights makes a huge difference.  The Supreme Court on women's issues makes a 
huge difference.  Supreme Court. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Portman, what's the real difference for the last two years of the Obama administration with 51 Republicans? 
                                      
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Getting stuff done. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Really? 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
What your polling shows-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I mean, I just, you know, there's a lot of skepticism-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
The only way things can get done is with changing majority.  If you continue to do what we're doing, we're going to have the 
dysfunction in Washington that we've got right now.  Nothing getting done.  We aren't doing budgets.  We aren't helping people 
getting jobs.  I was just at a jobs fair in Ohio, and ran into a lot of people who are working part-time, two or three jobs, been out of 
work for months.  What they're saying is, "We need a change." 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
John Kasich claims the economy's doing really well in Ohio. 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Well, it's doing better in Ohio than the nation right now.  But it's facing the headwinds from Washington.  So Washington needs to 
get its act together and start passing stuff.  If you get a Republican majority, Chuck, it will get the president to the table.  And we'll 
begin to solve some of these big problems. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
That's what people want to see. 



 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
--by the way. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
--a Republican majority. 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Number one issue in your polling is the gridlock in Washington.  If they want to change things-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
--for the Republican. 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
And aided in large part by Republicans in the Senate and the House that create gridlock, then blame the president-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
So let me stop you there. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
--and block everything we do.  And you do. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Speaking of who's in charge, I want to play you something here about how candidates feel about Mitch McConnell and Harry 
Reid.  Take a listen. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
DEBATE MODERATOR: 
If he were elected and if he is reelected, will you support Mitch McConnell in Kentucky as the leader of the Republicans in the U.S. 
Senate? 
 
DAVID PERDUE: 
That was a yes or no.  And my answer is no Jim. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
To you, Senator Warner.  Harry Reid's the best person to lead the Senate Democrats, yes or no? 
SEN. MARK WARNER: 
Listen, I think he could perhaps do better in both parties moving forward. 
 
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I've got nearly a dozen Democrats, Senator Schumer, a dozen Democrats who are saying, "You know what?  I don't know, I'd like 
somebody else different than Harry Reid."  Is Harry Reid bigger than the majority?  Greg Orman, of Kansas, says he will not be with 
the Democrats if Harry Reid is the Senate majority leader.  What say you? 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 



I say then Harry Reid will run for majority leader and he will win with an overwhelming, probably very close to a majority vote. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator McConnell, I'm hearing the same thing from other Republicans.  "Look, he's not out of the woods, he can't put his race 
away."  But Greg Orman says he will not sit with the Republicans if Mitch McConnell's in charge.  Is one man bigger than the 
potential majority Republicans? 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
No, but I think Mitch is going to win in Kentucky.  By the way, you're the one that he said that she had disqualified herself, her 
opponent, by saying that she wouldn't tell people whether she voted for President Obama or not.  And so I think he's been-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I meant that voters might think that at the time.  But to go back, you know-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
I think Mitch is going to win, I think he'll be the leader. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But should he be the leader? 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Yeah, I think he should.  But here's the-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The two of them have shut down the Senate.  You don't believe that? 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
No, here's the important point.  By changing the majority, having the House and Senate working together, and working with the 
president, we can begin to solve problems.  And the biggest problem right now is jobs and the economy.  And we need to give it a 
shot in the arm and we can.  Let's do tax reform.  Let's actually do something on energy.  Let's agree to the Keystone XL Pipeline, the 
big-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
Let me say-- 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
--project in American-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
--should happen right away. 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
On the issue that-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
SEN. CHUCK SCHUMER: 
--most to American people on jobs, raising minimum wage, equal pay, stop sending jobs overseas, helping kids pay for college, the 
Republicans have said no on each of those.  That's why we're going to win the election.  And that's why if they win, we'll be totally in 
gridlock. 



 
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm going to have to-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
--office, we want the jobs to be-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
I can tell you this, the voters here think it's all going to be gridlock no matter what.  That's your real challenge there.  Senator 
Schumer, Senator Portman-- 
                                      
SEN. ROB PORTMAN: 
Time for a change though. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
--thank you both.  Coming up, is our democracy for sale?  And are those billionaires who spend all this big money on the campaign 
good for that money?  Right after this. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
$2.99 gas.  It's unbelievable, some of the gas prices we saw on the road.  You've seen some of our road trip this week.  Well, I'm 
going to be back on the road.  The second leg of our trip is going to be down South.  Our RV is going to roll into North Carolina on 
Monday, then it's Georgia, Arkansas, I'm going to finish things up in Louisiana, because we know Louisiana is likely to go into election 
overtime though. 
Along the way, I've been doing interviews with candidates and voters, as long as posting analysis of each race, takeaways from my 
interviews, and even what we found out about politics, and yes, food, from some interesting Facebook data.  All of start online. 
Meet the Voters website, it's at MeetTheVoters.NBCNews.com.  We'll have a lot more great stuff to come this week.  So follow 
us.  And oh, by the way, if you see us, say hi, honk your horn, maybe tweet, well, not while you drive though, use the hashtag, 
#WhereIsChuck.  Stay with us, we'll be back here in a moment. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, we're America, and it'd be fair to say we do most things bigger in this country.  And that's certainly true when it comes to 
elections and campaign spending.  My man Luke Russert is here to talk about this.  You've been crunching some numbers. 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Indeed. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This stat’s unbelievable. 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
It's wild, Chuck.  Remarkably, you could pay for 80 British general election campaigns with what's being spent on this year's 
midterms alone.  And there's real concern about the role money is playing in our politics with some even going as far to argue our 
democracy is being bought and sold. 
                                  
(BEGIN TAPE) 
     
LUKE RUSSERT (V/O): 
Sixteen years ago, the 1998 midterms cost $1.6 billion.  This year's price tag?  As high as $4 billion.  Outside groups spent $15 million 
on that '98 campaign.  In 2012, outside group spending was 67 times higher.  Over a billion dollars.  And this year, it'll be just as 
high.  And that doesn't count so-called dark money, whose sources of donors never have to be disclosed, or won't be disclosed until 



well after the election. 
In the Senate battleground states, outside groups are spending more on ads than campaigns and political parties combined.  Funding 
the financial arms race, a group of modern-day oligarchs. 
 
ALISON LUNDERGAN GRIMES: 
On Father's Day, I was with my family and Mitch McConnell was with his too, the Koch brothers. 
 
MALE VOICE: 
The Koch brothers. 
SEN. CHARLES SCHUMER: 
The Koch brothers. 
 
REP. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN: 
The Koch brothers. 
                                      
SEN. HARRY REID: 
Senate Republicans, Madam President, are addicted to Koch. 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT (V/O): 
On the right, Charles and David Koch, the brothers who run Koch Industries, America's second largest private company.  Net worth, 
$41.9 billion, each.  Americans for Prosperity, just one of several Koch-backed groups, has pledged to spend at least $125 million this 
year.  And they have offices in more than 30 states.  On the left, newcomer Tom Steyer.  Net worth, $1.6 billion.  He's already 
donated at least $58 million in support of candidates with strong records on climate change. 
                                      
STATE SEN. JONI ERNST: 
And that California billionaire extreme environmentalist. 
                                      
NARRATOR: 
The California billionaire. 
                                      
NARRATOR: 
The California billionaire. 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT (V/O): 
Last month, Steyer PAC began hauling a wooden ark on wheels across Florida, where he's focusing his efforts on retiring Governor 
Rick Scott.  But the Koch brothers, through a number of outside groups, with mundane if not agreeable-sounding names, like 
Americans for Prosperity, Freedom Partners, Concerned Veterans for America, and Generation Opportunity, are outspending Steyer 
by nearly five to one on ads in the Senate battleground states. 
In the center, former New York City governor Michael Bloomberg.  Net worth, $34 billion.  He pledged to spend $50 million to 
support gun control legislation.  And became a convenient punching bag for red state Democrats. 
                                      
SEN. MARK PRYOR (D-AR): 
Mayor Bloomberg of New York City ran ads in Arkansas criticizing me for standing up for your Second Amendment rights. 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT (V/O): 
Now Bloomberg says he'll spend $25 million more backing centrists.  And other big spenders, Sheldon Adelson and Joe Ricketts on 
the right, George Soros on the left, even Mark Zuckerberg,  and we could see an election that costs about $44 a vote.  The financial 
arms race has become so crazy that one campaign reform advocate decided to fight fire with fire.  He formed the anti-super PAC 
super PAC. 
                                      
LAWRENCE LESSIG: 
We launched a mayday PAC, mayday as a distress signal, to rally people to the idea of changing the way elections were funded.  And 
in this cycle, we've had more than 50,000 people contribute. 
                                  
(END TAPE) 
     
LUKE RUSSERT: 
The question is, Chuck, do voters even care?  In 2012, billions spent against President Obama and Democrats.  Didn't really move the 



needle that much. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, it's mutual-assured destruction, is seems, Dan Balz.  Let me show you just a chart in this morning's Des Moines Register.  They 
listed all the different outside groups that have spent on behalf of Bruce Braley.  I've got to scroll it.  It's that much here.  And then 
here's all the Joni Ernst groups.  I've got to scroll it.  I mean, there's a dozen groups it seems on each side.  But did you find voters 
that hate the ads, but do they care about this outside money?  Do they vote on it? 
                                      
DAN BALZ: 
No, they don't vote on that.  They hate the ads.  They hate the amount of money that's being spent.  But it's not a voting issue.  And 
the interesting thing, Chuck, is I'm sure you've had the same experience.  You've talked to the people who are helping to produce 
these ads.  And they're as sick of them as many of the people who are watching them.  And you say, "Well, why are you doing 
it?"  For the exact reason you said.  We can't afford not to because the other side's doing it. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
It's totally so, it feels like the cold war.  I mean, it is a cold, political war, and we're going down a road where we're just, it's going to 
destroy the two-party system-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
CAROLYN RYAN: 
And remember, one of the most interesting statistics that came out of this, and Nick Confessore had a story showing that most of 
the money, most of the advertising spending,  is from groups that don't really disclose their donors.  So the original free-speech 
argument was, "Let's list the caps.  Let's have contemporaneous disclosure.  You'll know where the money is coming from."  That's 
not the case at all. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Look, I think Nia, very quickly, but I think it's going to drive good candidates from running. 
                                      
NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON: 
Yeah. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
How do you run in this environment? 
                                      
NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON: 
Yeah, because the threshold for getting in there is so high now.  I mean, you know Democrats are going to complain about it, but 
Democrats are pretty good at raising this money and coordinating a lot of these troops on the ground in these different states. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
It's unbelievable.  Luke, nice work, scary work. 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Right? 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Anyway.  In a moment, sometimes kids say the darndest things.  But what if children talked back to us like politicians? 
                                      
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
MOM: 
Did you eat the dozen chocolate cookies that I had left on the counter to cool? 
                                      
BILLY: 
I am deeply upset by this question. 
 
(END TAPE) 
                            



(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
ANNOUNCER: 
Time now for CNBC’s Executive Edge Week Ahead, brought to you by Comcast Business. Built for business. 
     
ANDREW ROSS SORKIN: 
I'm Andrew Ross Sorkin with your week ahead.  Wall Street will be reacting to the results of this weekend's European Central Bank 
stress test.  Those tests are designed to gauge the overall health of Europe's financial system.  And they come at a time of intense 
uncertainty over global growth. 
And then coming up on Wednesday, we're going to find out whether or not the Federal Reserve will end its bond-buying program 
when the Central Bank's wraps its two-day meeting. That’s your CNBC Executive Edge. Get all the latest business news on CNBC and 
CNBC.com. 
 
(END TAPE) 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You've seen the horse race results in the key Senate states, which remain close.  But let's go inside the numbers, because they paint 
a more complex picture of this campaign and perhaps this will help explain why things haven't broken decisively in either party's 
direction.  First, let's start with why Senate democrats are in the position that they're in in the first place. 
President Obama is very unpopular.  In each of the six states we polled the President's job rating is below his national 
average.  Never topping 40% in any of the states we polled.  But if this were the lone factor affecting this year's midterm, we'd see a 
Republican advantage in all of these battleground states. 
Almost guaranteeing the GOP winning back the Senate.  But it's not.  Here's why.  We asked voters what the most important issue 
was to them in deciding how they would vote next week.  And what did we find?  Two things that aren't going to help any 
incumbents, Republican or Democrats.  And the first is more than just an issue.  It's an atmosphere. 
Voters are most concerned with breaking the partisan gridlock in Washington to get things done.  This is one of the top two issues 
for likely voters in four of the six states we polled, including two big ones, Iowa and Kansas where it was the top issue.  But even in 
North Carolina and Arkansas, breaking the gridlock was a close third. 
And folks, take a look at this.  In all of these polls, if your name begins with "Senator of 
"Congressman," you aren't popular.  Out of the seven sitting senators and congressman running for the Senate this year in the states 
we polled, only two, two have a favorable rating, barely above water.  Barely.  Tom Cotton in Arkansas and Cory Gardner in 
Colorado. 
Believe it or not, breaking the dysfunction in Washington is topping as an issue.  It's trumping the economy in some states.  It 
trumped healthcare in just about every state.  And this is sure to be the wild card with just ten day to go until this year's midterm 
election.  They want to punish the Democrats without rewarding the Republicans.  And they're sitting there, wondering what to 
do.  We'll be back after this. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
I've got the panel back here.  Guys, you just saw all those poll numbers.  I want to show you, we know what the Republican party's 
closing argument is.  And if you didn't know, wait till you see these next two ads.  One's airing in Arkansas, one in North Carolina, 
and there's one person who seems to be the star.  Take a look. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
                                  
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
But make no mistake, these policies are on the ballot.  Every single one of them. 
                                      
TOM COTTON: 
President Obama's finally right about something.  His policies are on the ballot. 
 
(END TAPE) 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 



KAY HAGAN: 
Voting 92% of the time with the president.  Whether you support him or not doesn't work here in North Carolina.  It is time for 
someone to reach across the party lines and finally get something done in this country. 
                                  
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Boy, that second ad there, Kay Hagan, that was her voice narrating an NRSC ad, which I'm going to get into in a minute, by the way, a 
Republican party ad, on that same issue that they've been hitting her on. 
                                      
CAROLYN RYAN: 
That is a powerful ad.  And the whole question of the relationship between Democrats in the Senate and the president right now is 
fascinating.  Especially because he seems to be kind of inserting himself and creating more problems for them.  I find this-- 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
You had a great story in The Times this morning, the back-fighting has already begun.  The finger pointing, the blame game, 
Democrats, blind quotes, blaming the White House for all their problems. 
                                      
CAROLYN RYAN: 
I find the psychology of this most fascinating, right?  Because you have President Obama, who is this ascendant politician, wanting to 
be a transcendent politician, now it seems like he's unable to confront and absorb the fact that he's unpopular in these states, some 
of them purple states.  And he keeps kind of pushing himself out there.  And, you know, our presidents have egos, and they tend to 
be oversized, but surprisingly fragile.  And that's part of what we're seeing here. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, the problem Republicans are having closing the sale, Dan, and you found this, I know, on the road, is that they're not 
trusted as change agents. Yes, but they have solved the argument that, hey, President Obama and Democrats, they're gumming 
things up.  But they're not buying the Republicans.  And the Republicans themselves know it, you know, that ad was paid for not by 
the National Republican Senatorial Committee.  They officially changed their name legally to NRSC because, as a source told me, 
their name had three words in it that are very unpopular, national, Republican, and senatorial.  And they realized they couldn't have 
that. How do Republicans close that gap? 
                                      
DAN BALZ: 
Well, I think they close it with the kind of ad that you just put on the air, which is to try to bring it back to President Obama.  You 
know, we've talked about this all year long, that the national atmosphere in a midterm election, the President's on the line.  And he 
has been a drag on Democrats all through this campaign, and there have been things that have gotten in the way of that for 
Republicans that has made it more difficult.  And one of them is their own bad brand and questions about them.  But in the end, 
they're going to want to try to nationalize this around Obama. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Luke, closing argument for the benefits.  First of all, did they mess up by distancing themselves almost too much from Obama, where 
they've made this even too effective? 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Well, I think in these individual state races, it's probably better to try and be as most independent as you can.  But looking into the 
poll, what I found fascinating are those two-name issues, job creation, and breaking the gridlock.  Republicans overwhelmingly do 
better on job creation, Democrats overwhelmingly do better on breaking the gridlock.  So in theory-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
--voters are troubled. 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Right, right. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
But Washington-- 



 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Disruption voters, they-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                      
LUKE RUSSERT: 
In terms of playing up the independents, if you want to be the "breaking the gridlock" candidate, that's what you do. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  I want to sort of have a little lighter moment here, although it's a little bit depressing.  I want you to see this.  Yesterday, 
the Des Moines Register, and yes, it's turning into my favorite paper today, as you know, asked, "What if kids starting using political 
talking points, the talking points politicians use, to talk back to their parents?" 
Well, that got us thinking.  So we took the liberty of borrowing the Register's idea, added some pictures and sound, so here now, is 
our version of what kids would sound like if they talked like politicians.  Script courtesy of The Des Moines Register. 
                                      
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
MOM: 
Billy? 
                                      
BILLY: 
Good morning, Mother, and let me say how great it is to once again be back in the kitchen.  Am I to understand that you have a 
question? 
                                      
MOM: 
I certainly do. Did you eat the cookies? 
                                      
BILLY: 
I'm sorry. Could you repeat the question? 
                                      
MOM: 
Did you eat the dozen chocolate chip cookies that I had left on the counter to cool? 
                                      
BILLY: 
I'm deeply upset by this question. I would like to think that we had built the kind of relationship where such questions would not be 
necessary. 
                                      
MOM: 
Well, it is. When I left the kitchen, there were a dozen cookies cooling on the counter. Now they are gone. Did you eat them? 
                                      
BILLY: 
That's not the question. You know who's behind this, don't you?  The Koch brothers. 
                                      
MOM: 
The brothers who run the Koch Industries? 
                                      
BILLY: 
No.  Jimmy and Jumbo Rodgers, the twin brothers who live on Koch Street. 
                                      
MOM: 
Answer the question, Billy. Did you eat the cookies? 
                                      
BILLY: 
I have answered that question. 
                                  



MOM: 
You didn't say anything. 
                                      
BILLY: 
That is my answer. 
                                      
MOM: 
Your answer is no answer? 
                                      
BILLY: 
I have no control over how you choose to interpret my answers.  And its high time we put the past behind us and looked forward to 
the future.  What's for supper, anyway? 
                                  
(END TAPE) 
     
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Nia, I mean, look, we did it in an absurd way because what, do these elected officials know that's how they sound when 
they do these crazy evasions?  And you make us all ask the same question four or five times.  It's like that skit out of Austin Powers, 
ask me three times, and finally Will Ferrell's character will answer the question. 
                                      
NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON: 
This idea that your answer is no answer at all, right?  And you know, whoever wins come November or January, whenever this thing 
is going to be decided, they are going to be facing a very frustrated public.  A public that doesn't really believe that they can make a 
difference and break the gridlock.  How they're able to convince the public otherwise will be a big test going forward. 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Dan, and this sets the environment for 2016. That's what's actually here, is just distrust of politicians.  I mean, it's sort of we made 
fun of it and mocked it there, but that's going to be the environment. 
                                      
DAN BALZ: 
It is.  I mean, one of the big questions is which of these candidates who want to run for president in 2016 has a way to get past 
where we are today.  They'll all talk about it, but is anybody really going to be able to do it? 
                                      
CHUCK TODD: 
Unbelievable.  I don't know.  That's all for today.  I'll be getting back on my "Meet the Voters" bus, follow my trip on our 
website.  Today, nightly news, next week we'll be in New York in our election studio with just three days to go until the midterms 
then.  But for now, if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
 
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 11/2/14 –SEN. RAND PAUL CALLS VOTER ID ISSUE “DUMB”; EXCLUSIVE W/KACI HICKOX; NEW POLLS FOR 
RACES IN GA, LA & KY 

Sen. Paul on 2016: “I've always said it's going to be spring until I make a decision anyway” Kaci Hickox on Gov. Christie’s decision to 
quarantine:  “It was really an abundance of politics.” Joe Scarborough on Sen. Paul in 2016: "He's going to do better than his father 
and he's not going to win." 

NOVEMBER 2, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an exclusive interview with Nurse Kaci Hickox; an 
interview with Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY); reports with the latest in the battleground races from NBC News Congressional 
Correspondent Luke Russert,NBC News Capitol Hill Correspondent Kelly O’Donnell, MSNBC Political Correspondent Kasie 
Hunt, Miami Herald’s Political Writer Marc Caputo and WTMJ-TV’s Charles Benson. 

 This morning’s political panel included former White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs, NBC’sAndrea Mitchell, NBC News senior 
political analyst and host of MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” Joe Scarborough, and former Chairman of the RNC Michael Steele. Plus a panel 
on the new polls with the Cook Political Report’s Charlie Cook & Amy Walter, Hart Research Associates’ Fred Yang and Public 



Opinion Strategies’ Bill McInturff. Finally, a new NBC News/WSJ poll on the mood of the country and new NBC News/Marist polls 
on races in Georgia, Louisiana and Kentucky. 

 Sen. Paul on the possibility that the GOP will take control of Senate: 

RAND PAUL: 

I think it'll be a combination of both.  This is going to be a repudiation of the president's policies.  The president is on the ballot, in a 
way.  This is a referendum on the president.  So, no question this is a big message to the president.  But also, it's a message that 
people are tired of nothing getting done. 

The gridlock in Washington has largely been from the Democrats, who haven't allowed any legislation to come forward in the 
Senate.  So, I think if we win, you will see legislation passed and you will see legislation sent to the desk of the president. 

 # # # 

Sen. Paul on the brand issue with Republicans: 

RAND PAUL: 

Well, I think you have to show up.  And then you have to say something.  So, I've spent the last year showing up, everywhere from 
Howard University to Berkeley to the Urban League to Ferguson to the NAACP.  But showing up's not enough.  We have to show that 
we have a policy. 

And you know what I'm sensing when I do show up in the African American community and our big cities?  I'm sensing, and they say 
this to me time after time, "We're being taken for granted.  The Democrats don't show up.  Haven't seen my congressman 
lately."  So, I think there's a huge opportunity for us.  And while not everybody says they're ready to become a Republican, many 
people say they're glad I'm there and they want us to compete for their vote. 

# # # 

 Kaci Hickox on her self-quarantine: 

 KACI HICKOX: 

 Yes.  I want to clarify that a bit.  Because I understand that the community has been through a lot in the past week and that I do, 
you know, apologize to them for that.  I will not go into town, into crowded public places.  You know, I have had a few friends come 
visit me in my home and that's absolutely fantastic. 

But on the other hand, you know, my partner is currently in nursing school.  And there is definitely zero scientific evidence that says 
that he shouldn't be allowed to return to his campus on Monday. 

# # # 

Kaci Hickox on being parodied on Saturday Night Live: 

KACI HICKOX: 

 You know, I haven't seen it yet.  My partner and I don't have cable here.  But I had at least, you know, five or six friends send me 
text messages to let me know.  So, I will look that up today. 

 # # # 

  



Joe Scarborough on the contested races for the GOP and issues with the base: 

 JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

 Just on the South really quickly, because if you had told me a year ago Republicans would be sweating it out in North Carolina, 
Georgia, Louisiana, and Arkansas a week out, yeah, I would say this isn't going to be a Republican wave. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Bizarre. 

 JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

 So, I don't think talking about African Americans' voting patterns in the South is actually a legitimate question.  I think the bigger 
question is why haven't Republicans closed down North Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, and Arkansas by now?  So, actually, the 
question is not about race.  The question is about the Republican base, still disaffected. 

 # # # 

Robert Gibbs on Hillary Clinton and the run up to 2016: 

ROBERT GIBBS: 

 Well, look, that's going to be a process that takes more time than just 2014.  I don't think she's had a particularly good run with the 
book.  I wouldn't have done as many interviews as she did.  I think they hastened the process of Republican attacks, which were 
certainly going to come.  But I would've waited.  I will say, as a Democrat sitting here, you have to be impressed with what Rand Paul 
was saying.  To have a positive talking point before the election I think is usually important.  And I think Jeb Bush is one to watch. 

# # # 

 Below is a RUSH transcript of the 10AM feed of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ “Meet the 
Press.” A final transcript of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 This Sunday with just 48 hours to go until election day, it's our midterm special.  Are we looking at a Republican Senate wave or can 
the Democrats hang on?  We're live from key battleground states.  And we've got some new polls that may tell us where this race is 
headed on Tuesday.  Plus, meeting the voters.  They had one very clear message for Washington. 

 MALE VOTER (TAPE): 

 We’re supposed to be united.  Stop the bickering. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 And meeting the candidates who seem to be getting that message. 

 THOM TILLIS (TAPE): 

We've got produce results. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 My final report from a battleground road trip.  Also, 2016 candidates, start your engines.  All week, the likely contenders from both 
parties have been making themselves a presence. 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


  

CHRIS CHRISTIE (TAPE): 

Sit down and shut up. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 I'll be joined by Republican presidential hopefuls Rand Paul.  And we have Ebola in America.  After winning her quarantine 
showdown. Nurse Kaci Hickox joins me exclusively. 

KACI HICKOX (TAPE): 

 This battle isn't over. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 I'm Chuck Todd.  And joining me to provide insight and analysis are former chair of the Republican Party, Michael Steele; NBC's own 
Andrea Mitchell; President Obama's first White House press secretary, Robert Gibbs; and NBC's senior political analyst, Joe 
Scarborough.  Welcome to Sunday.  It's Meet the Press. 

 ANNOUNCER: 

 From NBC News election headquarters in New York, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 And good morning from said election headquarters, right here at 30 Rock.  We are ready for election night on Tuesday after my road 
trip across key battleground states.  We've got lots on that later in the show.  But I want to get right to our latest NBC News Marist 
polls from three more states in three more key senate races. 

And right now, they bring some welcome news for Republicans, particularly in states where they were playing some defense.  In 
Kentucky, Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell has a nine-point lead.  He's sitting at 50%, 41% there for Alison Grimes among 
likely voters.  Grimes, of course, the Democratic nominee.  In Georgia, Republican candidate David Perdue is clinging to a four-point 
lead over Democrat Michelle Nunn, 48%, 44%.  If neither candidate gets 50%, we are headed for a January runoff in Georgia. 

In Louisiana, incumbent Democrat Mary Landrieu has an eight-point edge right now in the so-called jungle primary.  She leads 
Republican Bill Cassidy 44% to 46%.  Republican conservative Tea Party challenger Rob Maness sits at 15%.  Of course, if no one gets 
a majority in Louisiana, that does trigger a runoff in December.  And right there, Cassidy has the edge over Landrieu 50% to 45%. 

So, this morning, things looking good for Republican hopes of winning the Senate.  They couldn't afford to lose either Kentucky or 
George.  But the voters I met on my road trip across the South made it very clear they're not happy with either party right now. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

 LOUISIANA VOTER #1: 

One of the biggest problems in Washington is that there are career politicians.  And from the day they get elected, the next day their 
job is to get reelected. 

 LOUISIANA VOTER #2: 

 I would clean house on both parties. 

  



LOUISIANA VOTER #3: 

 We’re supposed to be united.  Stop the bickering. 

 NORTH CAROLINA VOTER #1: 

 I would love for there to be an independent president that would do a really great job and take people into consideration instead of 
the party. 

NORTH CAROLINA VOTER #2: 

Really care about the people that you're representing. 

NORTH CAROLINA #3: 

What about moderates?  Does that exist?  Because it has become so extreme. 

 GEORGIA VOTER: 

We don't trust anybody anymore to look out for the working person. 

ARKANSAS VOTER #1: 

 I'm not a party line person.  I'm a candidate person.  And there's a lot of folks in Arkansas that are that way. 

ARKANSAS VOTER #2: 

I would like some crossing over the aisle. 

ARKANSAS VOTER #1: 

A lot of these guys that are making the rules and the laws are so out of touch.  They have no idea what they're even making the laws 
over. 

 (END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Those are your undecided voters, folks.  That's why this election is still on a knife's edge.  By the way, the New York Times reports 
this morning, ready for this, the National Republican Senatorial Committee already has chartered a jet waiting to fly lawyers in 
wherever there may be a disputed election.  Things are that close, particularly in places, perhaps, like Colorado or, who knows, 
Alaska. 

Now, let's check on some of the key races.  We've got the bases covered with correspondents joining us from five states across the 
country.  We're going to start in Georgia where, as we just saw, Democrat Michelle Nunn is trailing slightly in her Senate battle with 
David Perdue.  MSNBC's Kasie Hunt is on the ground in Atlanta for us.  And Kasie, this is clearly about a turnout game and right now 
the Democrats' goal is to get this to a runoff. 

KASIE HUNT: 

Hey, Chuck.  Yes, at this point, it's all about whether or not Democrats can remake the electorate.  And so far, they seem to be doing 
a fairly good job.  Early vote totals show about 33% of the electorate is African American so far.  Both sides say that number's going 
to drop. 

  



But that's where they need to be if they're going to push their candidates Jason Carter for governor and Michelle Nunn for Senate 
over the finish line.  Now, both Republicans and Democrats agree that Nunn is probably the strongest candidate the Democrats have 
fielded on the Senate map this year, bar none.  But whether it's going to be enough is still a pretty open question.  And as you said, 
both sides are preparing for a runoff. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Kasie Hunt in Atlanta.  By the way, Georgia, the worst economy in the nation.  That's the real backdrop now.  Now to Kansas, where 
things are extremely tight between the Independent candidate Greg Orman and the incumbent Republican Pat Roberts. 

 Our own Capitol Hill correspondent Kelly O'Donnell is making Kansas her home for the next three days.  Shawnee Mission is where 
she is this morning.  And Kelly, this has been about Republicans trying to get the base out versus Greg Orman trying to find those 
angry voters in the middle that I talked to. 

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

And Chuck, this battleground thing, it's new for Kansas, right.  Republicans here tell me they are having trust issues.  All the anger at 
Washington, they say that three-term incumbent Pat Roberts, he has been part of the problem, spending too much time there, not 
enough time here. 

That really made that lane for Greg Orman, who is a self-made businessman.  But voters say because he won't say which party he 
would align with, told me he might even switch back and forth, they don't know what kind of senator he would be.  That makes it 
tough.  So, all the Republicans are flooding the zone.  Bob Dole, the Kansas icon, will be here today.  Greg Orman looks at that and 
says that's a Washington establishment clown car, all that outside help.  Chuck. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Kelly O'Donnell, enjoy Kansas.  That's for sure.  Now, let's go to Florida.  This is the big gubernatorial prize in the country here.  All 
eyes, Democratic Charlie Crist, the incumbent Republican there.  Rick Scott, most expensive race in the country. 

 Let's check in in my hometown of Miami.  Marc Caputo there the beat reporter there at the Miami Herald.  And Marc, what are you 
watching?  This early vote, is it really an advantage for Crist?  Does this feel like Democrats are slightly ahead of where they were in 
2010, which was a very close race? 

 MARC CAPUTO: 

Democrats are ahead of where they were in 2010.  They're way behind where they were in 2012.  Right now, Republicans probably 
have about a 130,000 vote margin, maybe a little less, over Democrats in early and absentee ballots cast.  That could become 
significant. 

 The polls are showing right now that it depends on the poll who's winning.  Quinnipiac University has Crist up three percentage 
points.  That's inside the error margin.  And SEA Polling and Design has Rick Scott up three percentage points. 

That's also inside the error margin.  It's essentially a tie race.  The dumbest and smartest thing said in politics is that it's all about 
turnout.  And it's gonna be all about turnout.  This election will actually probably be won or lost on election day.  The question is, by 
whom? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 That's for sure.  And the wild card, that third candidate, how high is his number and who does he poll from?  Marc Caputo, great 
work this year covering that race.  Thank you, sir.  The other big governor's race that's on the national race is, of course, in 
Wisconsin.  Democrat Mary Burke is hoping to unseat Republican Governor Scott Walker in his third campaign for governor in four 
years.  Charles Benson from our affiliate at WTMJ in Milwaukee for us.  And Charles, the Walker people saw that last poll from 
Marquette University, they were up seven.  It shocked a lot of people.  Does anybody believe that somehow, Walker has expanded 
his lead like that? 



 CHARLES BENSON: 

 I don't think either side believes the margin is that big.  But as you point out, the poll had Walker up by seven where, just two weeks 
ago, it was dead even.  Chuck, you know this state is pretty interesting.  It's not a red state or a blue state.  Democrats have won the 
last seven straight presidential races.  But Republican governors have won six out of the last eight in that timeframe.  And, as you 
point out, Governor Walker now in his third election in four years. 

 Go back to 2012, when he wins the recall election, become the first governor in history to win a recall.  He wins with 2.5 million 
voters going out to the polls.  Five months later, President Obama wins this state by about the same margin.  So, both sides indicate 
it's all about getting out the vote.  And they'll see how that works out on Tuesday. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Thank you, Charles.  And as you told me, that 2.5 million figure a key figure.  If the turnout is higher than that, that's probably good 
news for Mary Burke.  Charles, thanks very much.  And finally, to Iowa, where Democrat Bruce Braley and Republican Joni Ernst are 
purportedly in a neck-and-neck race for the open Senate seat there. 

 I say purportedly because there's a brand-new Des Moines Register poll out this morning that indicates Ernst has a seven-point 
lead.  Our own congressional correspondent Luke Russert is standing by in Des Moines.  And Luke, that had to be a stomach punch 
to Democrats last night when the final Des Moines Register poll came out with that margin. 

 LUKE RUSSERT: 

 Yes.  You're completely right, Chuck.  This poll is considered the gold standard, especially ahead of elections here in Iowa.  Some real 
worrisome news for Bruce Braley.  Two things that stood out to me in that poll.  Number one, he's losing his own congressional 
district by three points.  He's going to have to go campaign there over the next two days to try and turn out the vote there if he has 
any chance. 

 The other thing within that poll, Chuck, Joni Ernst, who he's campaigning against, the Republican, actually polling better on the issue 
of, "Who cares more about people like me?"  That is something that Democrats ordinarily do better on than Republicans.  In this 
case, Ernst is really doing a good job on it. 

And she also adds this sort of novelty of her candidacy.  She's a combat veteran.  She would be the first woman sent to Washington 
from Iowa if she were to win.  And she's really been able to, through the powerful personality narrative, sort of make Braley very 
Washington and very unlikable.  Something to keep an eye on if she is to win also, Chuck, looking ahead to 2016, she would be the 
number-one surrogate that any of those Republican presidential candidates would want. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Yes.  That's for sure.  She could become a quick star.  Anyway, Luke Russert in Iowa.  Thank you, sir.  This is such a surprisingly 
unpredictable election when you see the numbers we have nationally.  So, we needed two panels to sort it all out. 

 Joining me now are some of the smartest minds in political analysis.  Charlie Cook, editor and publisher of the Cook Political Report; 
Amy Walter, national editor of the Cook Political Report; and two of our NBC News Wall Street Journal pollsters, Fred Yang, the 
Democratic pollster from Hart Research Associates; and Bill MacInturff, a Republican pollster with Public Opinion Strategies.  And 
Fred and Bill, you've just given us some brand-new data.  I appreciate that.  Here's our generic congressional ballot.  Nationwide 
likely voters say they prefer a Republican congress, but it's by the slimmest of margins, 46%, 45%. 

Here's another surprising finding.  In the ten Senate battleground states, which largely had leaned Republican, so we all thought, the 
margin is the same, just one point, 47%, 46%.  Bill MacInturff, your part thinks it has the wind at its back.  I feel like Republicans are 
trying to will a wave coming on.  One piece of good news, then there's a step back.  This is a tight election. 

  

 



BILL MCINTURFF: 

It is a tight election.  But guess what.  These Senate seats are in the South.  President Obama's job approval is 23%.  The negative on 
the Democratic Party is 64%.  That's a death star number.  The Democrats happen to control the Senate in the South.  I think it's too 
far a stretch.  I think political gravity kicks in.  I think the Senate goes Republican. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Fred, you look at these numbers, did it make you feel better this morning? 

 FRED YANG: 

Made me feel like the things we need to have happen on election day and in a lot of these close states is maybe coming to 
fruition.  For a while now, there's been a voter interest enthusiasm gap between Republicans and Democrats.  Now Democrats are 
catching up.  And the one number from the generic is that with registered voters, which is a broader electorate than likely voters, 
the Democrats still have a four-point edge, which means, as the reporter from Miami said, it's about turnout. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

It is.  It's cliché.  It's about turnout.  Charlie and Amy, I'm going to put up here our graphic.  This is all our polls, basically the best poll 
we think, most recent best poll in all the Senate battlegrounds.  You've seen the Kentucky, that's ours.  Iowa, Des Moines Register 
plus seven.  Frankly, neither side believes that number, for what it's worth.  But the Des Moines Register, they have a great 
reputation. 

Louisiana, you saw Georgia, four-point lead there.  Arkansas, we had it at two.  Others have it a little bit bigger there for the 
Republicans.  Colorado, one point.  New Hampshire, two points in the Democrats' favor.  North Carolina, two points in the 
Democrats' favor.  Kansas, one point.  Charlie, you look at this, toss-up races.  Do you think they all move in one direction?  Is this an 
'06?  Or do you think Democrats have done such a good job that maybe they can split this decision? 

CHARLIE COOK: 

 Well, Jennifer Duffy, our Senate editor, has figured out that if you looked at the last what was it? Like, eight elections that the toss-
ups have tended to break by over 2/3, like 68%, one way or the other. 

I think Republicans are going to win the lion's share or the really close ones.  But keep in mind, these are home games for 
Republicans.  I mean, the first six seats that Romney won by 14 points or more.  And those are probably the first Democratic seats to 
go over the side. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Amy, is this an anti-Democrat year, an anti-Obama year, or an anti-incumbent year and an anti-Washington year?  What is it? 

AMY WALTER: 

It's an anti-establishment year.  And right now, the establishment is the Democratic Party.  The president is a Democrat.  People are 
frustrated with the direction that he's taken the country.  And Democrats are the incumbent party in most of these Senate seats.  So, 
if you're frustrated, and these guys in their polls found that that's the second-most important issues for voters is breaking the 
gridlock in Washington.  Yes, Republicans get some of the blame.  But, again, when you're the party in charge, you get most of that 
blame. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Bill, I have to ask you this.  If the Republicans come up short, how are they going to second guess themselves? 

  



BILL MCINTURFF: 

Well, first, I don't think the Republicans come up short. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 I understand that.  But what's the one thing bothering you about this? 

 BILL MCINTURFF: 

The one thing that's bothering me is big money, data analytics, and the Obama turnaround operation in the states of North Carolina, 
Iowa, New Hampshire, and the other places where they're used to running for president.  And that's what we don't know.  We'll see 
how political gravity, Republicans, versus that new technology, which wins on Tuesday. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Fred, what's going to be the second guessing among Democrats if they lose this Senate? 

 FRED YANG: 

 I think the second guessing will be bad luck to have a lot of road gains. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 It's a bad map? 

 FRED YANG: 

Yes.  You know, the six-year itch is important.  The president's numbers are lower.  But, look, I think in terms of the broader 
perspective, we're going to probably see a record-low turnout.  So, on your piece, the discussion about anti-establishment, I think 
voters are already voting.  And they're already voting by not voting. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Yes, that is, and none of the above.  Very quickly to both of you, best and worst campaigns of the cycle.  Let's give the awards, 
regardless of what happens on Tuesday night.  Amy, I'll start with you. 

 AMY WALTER: 

 I'm going to say Cory Gardner in Colorado and Kay Hagan in North Carolina. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 That's two. 

 AMY WALTER: 

Those are the two best races. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 And who ran the worst? 

  



AMY WALTER: 

 I mean, you have to give it to Pat Roberts. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 That's right, Republican state. 

 AMY WALTER: 

 I mean, come on. 

CHUCK TODD: 

To be where you are. 

AMY WALTER: 

 And where he is is remarkable. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Fair enough.  Charlie? 

CHARLIE COOK: 

 I'd say on the Senate side, Mitch McConnell.  I mean, the thing is, there were people that did not want to vote for someone that was 
one of the most powerful members of Congress.  I think he ran a flawless campaign and is pulling away.  And on the other side, I 
think Governor Rick Scott is an extremely polarizing figure, but I think they had an awesome campaign.  And is it enough?  I'm not 
sure it's enough.  But sometimes, the great campaigns still lose. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Worst campaign? 

 CHARLIE COOK: 

 I think I'm with you. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

It's all Pat Roberts.  I have to say.  I have to give the award for best to Al Franken.  Because guess who we're not talking about 
today.  Closest Senate election six years ago, Al Franken.  Recount, all of those things.  How did this guy survive?  Six years of a well-
run campaign.  You have to give that to him.  I'm going to have to leave it there.  Bill and Fred, I'll see you a lot.  Charlie and Amy, 
we're going to see you a lot, Charlie, on Tuesday. 

 Coming up, besides meeting voters, I met some candidates.  Democrats fighting to win in four Southern states.  President Obama 
lost, in some cases, big in 2012.  And later, my exclusive interview with Kaci Hickox, the nurse from Maine who fought and won her 
fight over being quarantined. 

***Commercial Break** 

 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

We've got some interesting campaign data for you from Facebook on the states that I visited.  It turns out the more times an 
incumbent gets mentioned within his or her state on Facebook, the worse it might be for them.  Why?  Because it's a sign, perhaps, 
that the race is not becoming a choice anymore but a referendum on that said incumbent, just what a sitting member does not 
want. 

 For instance, in Louisiana, Mary Landrieu was getting 82% of in-state mentions on Facebook.  That's not good.  Same thing in 
Kansas, where Pat Roberts is coming in at 72%.  Guess what.  Both are struggling.  Of the incumbents we tracked, only the North 
Carolina Senate candidates are close to parity.  And guess what.  The Democratic incumbent Kay Hagan is the one that's in the best 
shape.  When we come back, what we heard from the candidates while I was on the road meeting the voters. 

 ***Commercial Break** 

CHUCK TODD: 

 And welcome back.  President Obama has been a big presence on the midterm campaign trail with many Democrats actively 
distancing themselves from the White House.  Boy, but it's really striking that in the South, he hasn't made a single appearance in 
this fall campaign.  For the lack of my meet-the-voters road trip, I swung through the Southern battleground states for the Senate 
and met with the candidates that are all fighting for their own political future. 

 (Begin Tape) 

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

 Our road trip to meet the candidates stretched 3,100 miles to states that will decide control of the Senate.  And it ended in the 
South, where Democratic dynasties are battling to survive in places the president is deeply unpopular. 

 SEN. MARY LANDRIEU (D-LA): 

 In this polarized environment, there are no more Get Out of Jail Free cards, okay.  They have gone. 

 CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

From North Carolina to Georgia, Arkansas to Louisiana, while Republicans run against the president, Democrats are running away 
from him. 

 CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

 What should President Obama learn from this election seat? 

  

MARK PRYOR: 

  

Well, of course, I wish he was more in touch with rural America. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  



You think he doesn't understand rural America? 

  

SEN. MARK PRYOR (D-AR): 

  

Well, just how the whole country works, not just parts of it. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Senator Mark Pryor is now the last Arkansas Democrat left in Congress.  And he's in an uphill battle against Republican Congressman 
Tom Cotton. 

  

SEN. MARK PRYOR (D-AR): 

  

People here, they're as frustrated with Washington as anybody in the country.  They are.  But they're not frustrated with 
me.  Because they know I've tried.  I've tried to bring people together. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

In Georgia, the highest unemployment rate in the nation, 7.9%, is the backdrop for a tight battle between Michelle Nunn, daughter 
of longtime Senator Sam Nunn; and former businessman David Perdue. 

  

MICHELLE NUNN (D-GA): 

  

David Perdue, my opponent is against closing tax loopholes that actually incent businesses to take jobs overseas. 

  

DAVID PERDUE (R-GA): 

  

A lot of people are critical about this outsourcing idea.  But the issue is at Dollar General, for example, we created almost 20,000 jobs 
in a very short period of time.  And we outsourced all of the products and services that we sold in the stores. 

  



CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

In North Carolina, Democratic Senator Kay Hagan has localized her race, trying to make the debate about statewide education cuts 
by the Republican legislature, a charge her opponent, State Speaker Thom Tillis, has tried to deflect. 

  

STATE REP. THOM TILLIS(R-NC): 

  

So, I think if you look at my record, you would be hard pressed to say that we've really gone down a partisan path, before we had 
the super majorities or even afterwards. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You're saying you didn't.  But the public thinks you did.  The Democrats in Washington aren't popular here.  The Republicans in 
Raleigh aren't popular here.  What is the lesson you would take to Washington, the lesson that you take away from the partisanship? 

  

THOM TILLIS: 

  

We've got to produce results. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

If Democrats hold on in Southern states that Mitt Romney won by double digits, it will be because they win a numbers game, which 
relies on African-American turnout.  In Louisiana, Senator Mary Landrieu is unpopular because of his energy policies, but then she 
added this. 

  

SEN. MARY LANDRIEU (D-LA): 

  

I'm going to be very, very honest with you.  And the South has not always been the friendliest place for African Americans.  It's been 
a difficult time for the president to present himself in a very positive light as a leader.  It's not always been a good place for women 
to be able to present ourselves. 

  



CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

In the campaign's final days, racially charged messages like these have circulated.  The Georgia Democratic Party put these flyers 
out. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

If you don't vote, we could have another Ferguson here. Appropriate? 

  

MICHELLE NUNN: 

  

You know, I keep talking about Ferguson from the lens of a mom.  Because I think we all relate to it as parents in thinking about the 
tragic loss of a young man. 

  

CHUCK TODD : 

  

Would the Nunn for Senate campaign have put out that flyer? 

  

MICHELLE NUNN: 

  

It is not something that we have done.  And yet, I think it is something that merits a conversation by Georgia voters.  I really do. 

  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Our all-star panel is here.  Michael Steele, Andrea Mitchell, Robert Gibbs, Joe Scarborough.  Joe, just looking at the South, we know 
the South is a numbers game.  It's a more polarized environment.  There aren't any swing voters.  This really is about Democrats 
getting out African Americans, Republicans running against President Obama.  How much does this race play a role?  You were a 
Southern politician. 



  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

I mean, I guess it does every couple years.  In this case, you know, Barack Obama's done well in North Carolina.  He's done pretty 
well in Georgia, without, as David Axelrod said, even campaigning there.  Yes, that was pretty shocking that Mary Landrieu would say 
that on the air to you. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

But Robert, Democrats have been talking about this privately for years.  What say you on this issue, President Obama's race a factor 
in his unpopularity in the South? 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

Well, look, I think we can't walk away from the history of the South.  I mean, it's obvious.  I think race is still the predominant factor 
in Southern races.  You see, trying to get out the black vote is what is going to either be the thing that sends Mary Landrieu and 
Michelle Nunn to the Senate or not. 

  

And I think primarily, what you see campaigns working on right now are those drop-off voters, the people that voted in 2008 and 
2012 in these presidential elections stayed home in 2010.  The data and analytics are trying to search most for those voters and get 
them out. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Michael Steele, one thing we're not talking about is Republicans targeting African-American voters.  Once again, it's not 
happening.  They're leaving the playing field to the Democrats. 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

They are leaving the playing field to the Democrats, although there have been some efforts by Orlando Watkins at the R.N.C. and 
others who have put some efforts on the ground in certain communities.  But broadly speaking, no, it's not been there. 

  



And I think they seeded a lot of that ground to the Democrats.  And it's interesting.  Because there is not an energy in the black 
community for Democratic candidates this year.  We're seeing it in Maryland, where the African-American candidate for governor is 
struggling against the Republican. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

But Andrea, you know, let's talk about this a little bigger picture here.  Does this just feel like the same time of midterm election 
you've covered before, that we're headed to a mini wave in the Republicans' direction?  Or is there something different about this 
now? 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

I think what's different is also a negative for Democrats.  What's different is ISIS                or ISIL, Ebola, a feeling of insecurity, and the 
economic data, the fact that people are not seeing the progress in wages, in their own income that they're seeing in terms of the 
overall numbers.  So, you can say that the GDP plus 3.5%.  But they're not seeing it in their own lives in their earning power. 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

Just on the South really quickly, because if you had told me a year ago Republicans would be sweating it out in North Carolina, 
Georgia, Louisiana, and Arkansas a week out, yeah, I would say this isn't going to be a Republican wave. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Bizarre. 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

So, I don't think talking about African Americans' voting patterns in the South is actually a legitimate question.  I think the bigger 
question is why haven't Republicans closed down North Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, and Arkansas by now?  So, actually, the 
question is not about race.  The question is about the Republican base, still disaffected. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 



  

And what it is, is what I found out, it's the economy, Robert.  Nobody's touching this.  Rural America, the economy still 
stinks.  Democrats didn't talk to it very well.  Republicans haven't talked.  They just say, "Anti-Obama."  And Democrats are, like, 
trying other issues, even wedge issues.  They're not talking about what's staring rural America in the face. 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

And you asked the previous panel what will be the second guessing after this race.  I think it is the fact that neither side, but I think 
Democrats needed to spend more time talking about what to do on the economy.  As Andrea rightly said, the numbers may look 
different than they did in 2008.  But it's how people feel it in their lives every day. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Exactly.  The numbers don't look different.  Alright, I'm going to pause it here.  You guys are going to come back.  Because this whole 
why conversation, sort of why haven't the Republicans closed the deal, what should the Democrats have done? 

  

We're going to keep that conversation going.  But I'm going to take a quick break.  Because I have Rand Paul coming up.  Is the 
Republican Party ready for Rand?  And what will Republicans do if they win control of the Senate?  Do they have an agenda before 
the 2016 race begins? 

  

**Commercial Break** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Welcome back.  As we've been discussing, Republicans expect to gain seats in the House.  They're optimistic about taking the Senate 
for the first time since 2006.  So, what would the party do with control with both branches of the legislature?  I'm joined now by 
Rand Paul of Kentucky.  Senator, sometime Libertarian, and likely presidential candidate.  Senator Paul, welcome back to Meet the 
Press. 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

Good morning, Chuck.  Glad to be here. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

  

So, on Tuesday, if you guys, the Republican Party gets control of the Senate.  Have the voters said they're voting for the Republican 
Party?  Or have the voters simply said they're voting against President Obama and it's not a mandate for the GOP?  How should the 
GOP interpret winning control of the Senate, if that does happen? 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

I think it'll be a combination of both.  This is going to be a repudiation of the president's policies.  The president is on the ballot, in a 
way.  This is a referendum on the president.  So, no question this is a big message to the president.  But also, it's a message that 
people are tired of nothing getting done. 

  

The gridlock in Washington has largely been from the Democrats, who haven't allowed any legislation to come forward in the 
Senate.  So, I think if we win, you will see legislation passed and you will see legislation sent to the desk of the president. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You know, a lot of Democrats would say House Republicans, you know, and Ted Cruz, and some other people were responsible for 
the government shutdown.  So, both parties say the blame here.  But I want to ask you something about something you said the 
other day in Michigan.   You said, "Remember Domino's Pizza?"  This was about the Republican brand.  "They admitted, 'Hey, our 
pizza crust sucks.'  The Republican Party brand sucks," you said, "and, so, people don't want to be a Republican.  And for 80 years, 
African Americans have had nothing to do with Republicans.  Why?  Because of perception.  The problem is the perception is that no 
one in the Republican Party cares."  So, you're admitting you have a brand problem.  How do you fix the brand problem before 2016, 
if that's the case? 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

Well, I think you have to show up.  And then you have to say something.  So, I've spent the last year showing up, everywhere from 
Howard University to Berkeley to the Urban League to Ferguson to the NAACP.  But showing up's not enough.  We have to show that 
we have a policy. 

  

And you know what I'm sensing when I do show up in the African American community and our big cities?  I'm sensing, and they say 
this to me time after time, "We're being taken for granted.  The Democrats don't show up.  Haven't seen my congressman 
lately."  So, I think there's a huge opportunity for us.  And while not everybody says they're ready to become a Republican, many 
people say they're glad I'm there and they want us to compete for their vote. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

  

But this distrust of the Republican Party and the African American community in some ways gets enhanced when Republicans go for 
voter ID laws, which a lot of people say is a solution to a problem that doesn't exist.  You've been on both sides of this.  You said at 
one point the voter ID drive was sort of overdone by Republicans.  And then, you walked it back.  Which is it? 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

Well, it's kind of funny the way you describe it.  Because my position is pretty clear.  I don't think there's a problem with showing 
your ID.  But I do think there's a problem with Republicans saying, "Hey, our big issue for the campaign is going to be voter 
ID."  Because what it creates is in a lot of African Americans, understandably, remember the '40s and '50s in the South. 

  

And they remember suppression of the vote.  And they equate that.  So, what I try to do is I say the opposite.  I say, "I want more 
people to vote.  I'm for enhancing vote.  And I actually sponsor a bill with Harry Reid that would restore voting rights to people who 
had youthful, nonviolent crimes, that served their time." 

  

In my state, there are 250,000 people who can't vote because of an old conviction.  I have a friend whose brother had a conviction 
30 years ago and can't vote.  So, I want to restore votes.  It doesn't mean that I think it's unreasonable.  I just think it's a dumb idea 
for Republicans to emphasize this and say, "Oh, this is how we're going to win the election." 

  

Early voting should be out there for everybody.  I'm for early voting.  I'm for more voting.  But I'm saying let's go to the black 
community and compete for the vote.  Let's talk about criminal justice and school choice and economic opportunity.  There are ways 
we can get African-American vote to come to the Republican Party. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Let's talk about a Republican agenda if you get control.  Are Republicans going to send a repeal of health care, a repeal of the 
Affordable Care Act, to the president's desk or not?  Mitch McConnell has said that was a priority, and then he has said, "Well, we 
don't have 60 votes.  So, it's not going to happen."  Then he had said, "Well, maybe with 51 ones votes we can do it."  Are you lying 
to your base when you say you're going to try to repeal health care?  Or, I mean, is it a serious effort?  Or is it just something to gen-
up base turnout? 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

No.  I think we should repeal Obamacare.  And I think what's made people most unhappy about it is they've lost their freedom of 
choice.  It isn't about the wonky health care policy.  It's about whether every American can choose their doctor or choose their 



insurance policy.  When they have made it illegal through Obamacare for you to choose an inexpensive insurance policy, that should 
be overturned. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So, it's a priority? 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

We will definitely have a priority.  And we will introduce it and try to pass it. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Very quickly, in 2016, do you delay the start of your presidential campaign because you think Republicans should try to have an 
agenda in the Senate for, say, six months? 

  

RAND PAUL: 

  

Well, I've always said it's going to be spring until I make a decision anyway.  My number-one priority for January will be there's $2 
trillion of American profit overseas.  I'm going to try to pass a bill to bring that home at a reduced rate, put the money into roads and 
bridges and say, "Look, we've got some problems here at home. 

  

"Let's rebuild America.  Let's do some nation building of America first."  And I think we can pass that.  There's bipartisan support for 
it.  Barbara supports it on the Left.  I support it on the Right.  The president, once upon a time, supported it.  My number-one priority 
will be to lower this tax to bring American profit and jobs home in January. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Rand Paul, Republican, the junior senator from Kentucky, but in many ways has played kingmaker on the campaign trail, I've noticed 
this year.  Senator Paul, we'll be watching you on Tuesday.  Thanks very much. 

  



RAND PAUL: 

  

Thanks, Chuck. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Let's get a quick reaction from the panel.  Joe, I saw you. 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

We were saying during the break.  I said Republicans are going to have to have a positive agenda.  Republicans that are out there in 
red states talking about cutting education, cutting infrastructure, cutting R&D are losing, even losing among Republicans.  And 
remember?  I said it five minutes ago.  They're going to have to start talking about more than just cutting.  He just did. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Rand Paul has figured this out. 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

He's figured it out.  That is smart.  Except for the repeal of Obamacare, which is a waste of time.  It contributes to the gridlock. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

I was just going to say.  And it's going to set the wrong tone. 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

It's so retro. 



  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Like, how do they do it? 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

Exactly.  But everything else that he said and talking about reaching out, being there, showing up, going to the African-American 
community, I think he's parsing it on voter ID.  I don't think he's got the facts right about it. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

He's trying to please the base.  Because the base has sort of a fetish, I think. 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

It's not a fetish.  There are some of us that actually believe. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Is voter fraud? 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

By the way, I got 50% among the African-American voters in my district.  And I campaigned in predominantly black districts.  I don't 
think most Americans are freaked out when you say you should show a picture ID when you go vote. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  



I think the issue is sort of how many forms. 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

He is right.  Republicans shouldn't lead with that.  It's not a big-- 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

It's disproportionately disadvantaging people who don't have ID. 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

Let's be clear.  The problem in voter ID and in restricting early vote is so more people won't vote.  The news on that answer was he 
wants to expand early vote.  Let's expand early vote.  Let's have 30 days of people voting so that working people don't have to leave 
work to go vote.  Let's do that. 

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

Provide the ID and not ask a bunch of -- 

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

Rand Paul has done this the smart way.  He's actually gone out and he's listened to what people have to say.  So, his conversation in 
the black community is a legitimate conversation he's been having now for over a year.  And I've said for that same period of time, 
watch him. 

  



Number two, perception matters more than anything else.  So, if I perceive that your policies are racist or impinge upon my access 
to the franchise, that's a problem.  And he's beginning to address that in a legitimate way.  So, all the talk about what's real and what 
isn't doesn't matter if I feel that you’re suppressing my opportunity. 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

He's the only Republican who is. 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

And he’s the only one talking about it. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Got to do the pause button.  I'm going to take a brief break here from politics.  We're going to turn to Ebola in America.  My 
exclusive conversation with nurse Kaci Hickox who fought and won her battle over the quarantine issue. 

  

**Commercial Break** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

The death toll from Ebola in West Africa is approaching 5,000.  The situation there remains dire.  Here, there's been an intense 
debate over the quarantining of health workers returning from West Africa, with some of the country's most prominent governors, 
including Chris Christie and Andrew Cuomo, the need to be isolated.  At least that's what they've been fighting for all week 
long.  Nurse Kaci Hickox of Maine has been fighting a very public and ultimately successful battle against her state's efforts to 
quarantine her. 

  

On Friday, a judge ruled in Hickok's favor, saying she did not need to be isolated as long as she is monitored for symptoms and lets 
health officials know where she is going.  Kaci Hickox joins me now via Skype from her home in Maine.  And her lawyer, Norman 
Siegel, is also here in the studio.  Norman, thanks for being here.  Kaci, let me start with your court victory.  What was the goal in 
winning this court battle for you? 

  

KACI HICKOX: 



  

Well, you know, definitely the goal was to make sure that we are, again, talking about science not politics. I just read an op-ed by Bill 
Fahey today.  And he said, you know, when Governor Christie stated that it was an abundance of caution, which is his reasoning for 
putting health care workers in sort of quarantine for three weeks, it was really an abundance of politics.  And I think all of the 
scientific and medical and public health community agrees with me on that statement.  And I'm really glad that the judge also 
agrees, looking at the law. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Well, your home state there, Republican Governor Paul LePage, said a couple of things after this order on Friday.  Number one, he 
said, talking about you, "She's violated every promise she's made so far, so I can't trust her."  But he said he's going to abide by the 
judge's position. 

  

He also said this about Ebola, and I want you to respond to this.  "We don't know what we don't know about Ebola.  Therefore, I'm a 
little disappointed.  But the monkey's on the judge's back, not mine.  He made the decision.  We will abide by the ruling."  When you 
hear Governor LePage say, "We don't know what we don't know about Ebola," what do you say to that? 

  

KACI HICKOX: 

  

Well, I think that's a very true statement.  We don't know what we don't know about everything in the world.  But we know a lot 
about Ebola.  We have been researching this disease for 38 years, since its first appearance in Africa.  And we know how the 
infection is transmitted from person to person.  And we know that it's not transmitted from someone who is asymptomatic, as I am 
and many other aid workers will be when they return.  So, I hope that upon reflection, maybe he'll change his tune as well. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Now, this morning in an interview you did with the Maine Sunday Telegram, you said because the community is concerned, that you 
and your boyfriend were going to essentially stay clear and sort of self-quarantine.  Can you explain how you're going to do that? 

  

KACI HICKOX: 

  

Yes.  I want to clarify that a bit.  Because I understand that the community has been through a lot in the past week and that I do, you 
know, apologize to them for that.  I will not go into town, into crowded public places.  You know, I have had a few friends come visit 
me in my home and that's absolutely fantastic. 

  



But on the other hand, you know, my partner is currently in nursing school.  And there is definitely zero scientific evidence that says 
that he shouldn't be allowed to return to his campus on Monday. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Do you think there should be different rules based on population centers?  That maybe I New York City, there should be more 
precautions and different quarantine rules than, say, in the part of Maine that you live in? 

  

KACI HICKOX: 

  

I absolutely don't.  Again, I think when we look at the man from Liberia who, unfortunately, died from Ebola, no one else in his family 
has become ill yet.  So, again, when we're looking at the science of how this disease is transmitted, it's not like influenza. And we 
don't quarantine entire families when one person is positive for the flu.  

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Very quickly, Norman, are all healthcare workers going to need lawyers? 

  

NORMAN SIEGEL: 

  

Hopefully not.  Hopefully this is a terrific win for Kaci and for health workers.  Her voice and their voice need to be heard in directing 
this debate.  It should not be the politicians.  It should be the medical people directing this debate. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Kaci, how do you feel about being parodied on Saturday Night Live? 

  

KACI HICKOX: 

  

You know, I haven't seen it yet.  My partner and I don't have cable here.  But I had at least, you know, five or six friends send me text 
messages to let me know.  So, I will look that up today. 



  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Thank you Kaci Hickox, Thank you Norman Siegel. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

In just a few seconds, it’s back to politics. The midterms aren’t even over and the jockeying for 2016 has already begun. 

  

**Commercial Break** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

And welcome back.  We may be 48 hours from the midterms.  But let's be honest.  An even bigger election is going to get underway 
in 72 hours.  And that's already begun.  The key contenders for the White House in 2016 have been making their presence felt all 
week long on the trail.  NBC's Kelly O'Donnell has been tracking that progress. 

  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

Campaign 2014's frequent fliers. 

  

MALE VOICE: 

  

Governor Chris Christie of the great State of New Jersey. 

  

ANTHONY BROWN: 

  

Charlotte's grandmother, my friend and yours, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

  



KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

After months insisting they are not the main attraction. 

  

GOV. JEB BUSH: 

  

I'm not one of the candidates running.  I'm kind of the interlude.  I'm the halftime. 

  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

Hillary Clinton's 2014 tour covered 16 states.  Jeb Bush made stops in ten.  And Chris Christie traveled 70 days, hitting 37 
states.  They are among the most watched members of the 2016 contemplators' club. 

  

HILLARY CLINTON: 

  

Well, it is true.  I am thinking about it. 

  

CHRIS CHRISTIE: 

  

I'm not being coy about it.  I'm obviously thinking about it. 

  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

But then, George P. Bush did his thinking out loud, claiming his father, Jeb, is more than likely to jump in.  The former Florida 
governor said, "Hold on." 

  

GOV. JEB BUSH: 

  

You love them to death.  And they have their own opinions.  But I'll make up my mind just as I said at the end of the year. 



  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

Hillary Clinton did the talking that raised eyebrows when she veered left. 

  

HILLARY CLINTON: 

  

Don't let anybody tell you that, you know, it's corporations and businesses that create jobs. 

  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

And when a heckler got in Chris Christie's face. 

  

CHRIS CHRISTIE: 

  

You want to have the conversation later, I'm happy to have it, buddy.  But until that time, sit down and shut up. 

  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

Christie's leadership style bellowed far beyond New Jersey.  But there was no apology tour. 

  

CHRIS CHRISTIE: 

  

It's advice that I got from my mother a long time ago.  She said to me, "Christopher, just be yourself." 

  

KELLY O'DONNELL: 

  

But thinking-about-it class of 2016 is on this message.  They're not in any hurry.  For Meet the Press, Kelly O'Donnell, NBC News. 



  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

All right.  Panel is still here.  We're going to go back and we're going to project the Senate.  You guys are going to collectively project 
the Senate.  But let's go 2016 very quickly.  Who's had a better 2014, in your opinion, Robert?  Has Hillary Clinton had a good enough 
2014 to change the party from being the party of Obama to back to being the party of the Clintons? 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

Well, look, that's going to be a process that takes more time than just 2014.  I don't think she's had a particularly good run with the 
book.  I wouldn't have done as many interviews as she did.  I think they hastened the process of Republican attacks, which were 
certainly going to come.  But I would've waited.  I will say, as a Democrat sitting here, you have to be impressed with what Rand Paul 
was saying.  To have a positive talking point before the election I think is usually important.  And I think Jeb Bush is one to watch. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You know, Andrea, it's interesting.  On the Clintons here, I can tell you this.  In the South, Democrats are desperate for the party to 
become the party of Bill Clinton again.  I don't know if they're all in on Hillary, but they definitely wish that Bill Clinton could be 
running. 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

And Bill Clinton has been the most popular Democratic surrogate.  I don't know how you lose a book tour.  That's a hard thing to 
lose.  But, you know, she's not plenty of time to regroup.  I think standing next to Elizabeth Warren and changing her position, you 
know, she is from Wall Street.  She has taken the money.  She was a senator from New York.  You don't have to apologize.  She has 
to be authentic.  But she still has time on that.  And she has enormous advantages. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Who's the Republican front runner, Michael Steele? 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  



Rand Paul. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Right there? 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

Right there. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Done? 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

You've got the organization on the ground right now.  He's in all 50 states.  He's got young folks gravitating towards him.  He's got 
African Americans taking a pause and looking at him.  As it was just acknowledged, Democrats are saying, "Okay.  Let's see." 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

But the party establishment is against him. 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

That's a separate piece.  I think in terms of '14, he has done the best. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 



  

Joe, do you agree with that? 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

No.  Rand Paul is going to run a great race.  He's going to do better than his father.  And he's not going to win.  Because Main Street 
Republicans win.  And you've got two choices that we talked about here, Jeb or Chris Christie. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You think that's it? 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

No.  Who had the best 2014?  Without a doubt, Mitt Romney. 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

Romney. 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

Mitt was right on Russia.  Mitt was right on Iraq.  Mitt was right in the debates.  It's really unbelievable. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Okay.  Let me just say this.  I would argue, though, in 2014, the other candidate we're leaving out here, John Kasich.  Not in a tough 
race.  He could be the governor, some governor.  He could overtake Christie. 

  



ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

That's a great point.  He won with 49% of votes.  We're not even talking. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

This time, he's going to win with 60%.  All right, quickly, I've got a toy here.  We can start picking the Senate.  And the final ten are 
here.  I don't know any Democrats that think Arkansas is, you know, right now.  Let's assume the polls are right in Arkansas.  And 
let's assume the polls are right now with Kentucky.  So, that gets Republicans at 47%.  They need four more.  Where do you go?  How 
are we feeling collectively here about Georgia?  Runoff? 

  

PANELISTS: 

  

Runoff.  Runoff.  Runoff. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

It's a runoff.  So, we'll leave that in there.  Iowa?  Does everybody think it's going to go Republican or not? 

  

PANELISTS: 

  

It's Republican.  Republican. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Wow.  I don't buy it.  But I'll put it over here for you guys very quickly.  Colorado?  Anybody here?  Or are you nervous about it? 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  



I’m not. Only because Republicans have 100,000 votes in the bank. 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

I'm not, It’s close and the governor’s race is trending in the Democratic way. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

All right.  If you give them that, and we'll stay here.  We've got to runoffs.  New Hampshire, do you give to Shaheen for now? 

  

PANELISTS: 

  

Yes.  Yes. 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

And give us North Carolina. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Give you North Carolina, Hagan.  So, now we're sitting at Republicans have to find two and they can't afford to lose Kansas or 
Georgia.  Let's keep Kansas in here.  So, let's say Alaska goes to form.  They sit at 50%.  This is how the night could end up, two 
runoffs and Greg Orman sitting in the middle.  What do you think of that, Joe? 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

I think even though I've been predicting for two years that Mary Landrieu's going to win by 6.5 votes. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 



  

Six and a half votes? 

  

JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

She always wins by 6.5 votes.  I don't see Louisiana in a runoff going Democratic in 2014. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

If it's for the Senate.  But I tell you, this is why this is on a razor edge.  Michael Steele? 

  

MICHAEL STEELE: 

  

That's absolutely why.  And I agree with Joe.  I think Louisiana, at the end of the day, is going to fall for Republicans in a runoff. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Andrea? 

  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

  

And I think Shaheen is in real trouble.  She should have a lot of built-in-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

New Hampshire to me, it's the wave test.  If Scott Brown on the East Coast, right, if that's where it's happening and Brown's winning-
- 

  



JOE SCARBOROUGH: 

  

I keep hearing from Democrats.  And I keep thinking that Shaheen is going to win New Hampshire.  I keep hearing from Democrats 
that she's in big trouble. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

There it is.  Last word. 

  

ROBERT GIBBS: 

  

The biggest thing is geography, right.  New Hampshire's a purple state.  She won with 52% six years ago at a high water mark.  A 
bunch of these races, even somebody like Kay Hagan, who's done a brilliant campaign. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Remember in '02 in a midterm year, she lost a race for a Senate seat, Jeanne Shaheen did.  All right.  Before we go, I'm told I should 
share some lighter moments from our battleground 

  

road trip, where I interviewed 43 voters, ten candidates, seven states.  By the way, here's my advice for surviving a 3,153-mile road 
trip.  It's all about roadside coffee. 

  

(BEGIN TAPE OF MEET THE VOTER TOUR HIGHLIGHTS) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

(In RV) I like dry cereal. Always have. I mean, I like regular, but. (Outside truck stop) Bratwurst.  NBC won’t let me drink beer right 
now.  I'm on the clock. (In parking lot) Good roadside coffee in the North is Dunkin Donuts.  Good roadside coffee in the South is 
Waffle House. That's why we're here tonight. (Pumping gas, then in a store) This is my go-to snack (holding bag). There's nothing 
better than gas station coffee. (Cut to farm, to goat) Who do you got? Burke or Walker? Undecided? (Laughs) 

  



(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Phew.  Two hours of show in one.  That's all for today.  Please remember to join Brian Williams and myself and many of these folks 
here at the table for election night.  We'll have complete coverage.  We'll be back next week to try to figure out this agenda at this 
point.  Because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 

  

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 11/9/14 – GOV. WALKER: ‘GOVERNORS MAKE BETTER POTUS’; DEAN ON DEM PARTY; CANTOR: 
IMMIGRATION EXEC ORDER WILL 'LIGHT A FUSE' 

Gov. Walker on 2016 and if he will defer to Rep. Paul Ryan: “Paul Ryan may be the only exception to that rule.  But overall, I think 
governors make much better presidents than members of Congress.” Gov. Walker on Hillary Clinton: “She was the big loser on 
Tuesday because she embodies everything that's wrong with Washington.” Howard Dean on Democratic Party: “Where the hell is 
the Democratic party?  You've got to stand for something if you want to win.” Eric Cantor: “We're going to work together and the 
president cannot sign that executive order.  He's going to light a fuse.” Howard Schultz: "I feel like the economic situation we're 
dealing with is directly linked to Washington." 

  

NOVEMBER 9, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an exclusive interview with Gov. Scott Walker (R-
WI); interviews with Senator-Elect Mike Rounds (R-SD)and Congresswoman-Elect Gwen Graham (D-FL); a conversation with former 
Democratic National Committee Chair Howard Dean on how Democrats can pick up the pieces; and a discussion on the economic 
recovery and the role of business with Starbucks Chairman and CEOHoward Schultz. 

  

This morning’s political panel included former Majority Leader Eric Cantor, former deputy campaign manager for Barack 
Obama, Stephanie Cutter, Telemundo anchor and MSNBC hostJose Diaz-Balart and The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter. 
Plus, Luke Russert reports from Georgia about towns that were left behind in the economic recovery. 

  

Below are highlights, video, and a rush transcript of today’s program. All content will be available online 
at http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press 

  

# # # 

  

Gov. Scott Walker about considering a run in 2016 & Hillary Clinton as “the big loser on Tuesday.” 

  

http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press


CHUCK TODD: 

  

I've got to ask you about 2016.  You made a pledge in October that you were going to serve all four years.  Does that pledge still 
hold? 

  

GOVERNOR SCOTT WALKER: 

  

I said my plan was for four years.  I've got a plan to keep going for the next four years.  But, you know, certainly I care deeply about 
not only my state, but my country.  We'll see what the future holds. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Do you defer to Paul Ryan? 

  

GOVERNOR SCOTT WALKER: 

  

I love Paul Ryan.  I've said many times before I'd be the president of Paul Ryan fan club.  But I do think if we're going to beat Hillary 
Clinton in this next election, we've got to have a message that says, "Hillary Clinton is all about Washington."  I think in many ways, 
she was the big loser on Tuesday because she embodies everything that's wrong with Washington. 

  

We offer a fresh approach.  Any of us, now 31 governors across the country have the executive experience from outside of 
Washington to provide a much better alternative to the old, tired, top-down approach you see out of Washington D.C.  We need 
something fresh, organic, from the bottom up.  And that's what you get in the states. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You're not deferring to Paul Ryan, then?  It sounds like you believe a governor, not a member of Congress should be the Republican 
nominee? 

  

GOVERNOR SCOTT WALKER: 

  



Paul Rand may be the only exception to that rule.  But overall, I think governors make much better presidents than members of 
Congress. 

  

# # # 

  

Gov. Scott Walker on not relying on the federal government is a “fool’s bet” for balancing the budget and assistance with 
Medicaid. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Now, one way you could potentially deal with your budget deficit is to accept Medicaid money, via the healthcare law.  I can't tell if 
you were taking a veiled shot at Ohio Governor John Kasich in an interview yesterday with The Wall Street Journal.  But it was about, 
you basically were critical of him taking the money, which is going to make it a lot easier for him to balance his budget and he's going 
to end up giving health insurance to a lot of people just above the poverty line.  You don't want to do that.  Do you have any second 
thoughts? 

  

GOVERNOR SCOTT WALKER: 

  

No.  From our standpoint, we did something unique, unlike just about any other state in the country.  For the first time ever, not a 
person in our state is on a waiting list for people living in poverty.  They all have access to healthcare through Medicaid, but those 
living above it are transitioned into the marketplace and we don't put our taxpayers at risk. 

  

I mean, think about it.  States that have taken the Medicaid expansion are betting on the fact that the Congress and the president, 
who can't deal with the $17 trillion are going to magically somehow come up with new money.  They haven't paid that money for 
Medicaid even to the states as we speak. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So you think Governor Kasich made a mistake? 

  

GOVERNOR SCOTT WALKER: 

  



Well, again, every state is different.  I'm not going to criticize individual governors.  I'll just tell you in our case, I'm not going to bet 
on the federal government delivering on a promise that they can't make even before this Medicaid expansion.  They've already 
shorted states like Wisconsin, they shorted other states across the country.  Relying on the federal government for your balancing a 
budget is really I think a fool's bet. 

  

#  # # 

Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz on how inaction in Washington has impacted the business community: 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Well, here's the deal.  The rules of engagement for a public company today have changed dramatically.  We all have to recognize one 
thing.  It's not only about the bottom line, it's not out stock price.  There has to be a balance between profitability and doing 
everything we can to get the country moving again.  And that goes back to Washington. 

  

Washington has let the country down.  The Congress now has a unique opportunity with the administration to stop the polarization 
dysfunction and demonstrate immediately a new set of rules.  And that rule has to be civility and conversation and cooperation.  If 
we don't get that in the next 30 days, the business community is going to do what they've done for the last ten years, dismiss 
Washington.  But we can't have that.  This is a unique opportunity. 

  

# # # 

  

Eric Cantor: It’s incendiary if President Obama signs an executive order for immigration. 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Significant frustration about the inability of Washington to work and you'd have to look at that process and say, "Hey, wait a 
minute."  So now we're going to have a Senate that works.  So the question will be, as a speaker, has said this work, "Is there going 
to be common ground?"  And I think you're going to see very quickly within six weeks whether there's going to be common ground. 

  

And on the one hand, we've heard a lot about the president saying he's going to unilaterally act on this question of an executive 
order for immigration.  If he does that, that's incendiary.  And I think we are going to be in store for a very, very difficult— 

  

(OVERTALK) 



  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

But isn't repealing health care just as incendiary? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

No, but listen.  We-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Why isn't that incendiary? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Well, I would say this.  And there's probably something more incendiary, but that's not incendiary because we know that that's going 
to happen, just like after the 2006 election when the Democrats won, they went over and over again to pass bills condemning the 
position on Iraq.  In the end, Congress ended up supporting President Bush's position. 

  

# # # 

  

Senator-Elect Mike Rounds on the mandate that voters gave him. 

  

MIKE ROUNDS: 

  

Washington's dysfunctional.  It's got to be fixed.  America is not broken, but Washington is.  And part of it says is that South Dakota 
common sense can help.  It means you work side by side with other people to get the job done.  I think the Republican majority now 
has an opportunity to show that we can actually govern, we can put together an agenda, and we can execute on it. 

  



That means getting results.  It means you go back in and you take up on ObamaCare, or the Affordable Care Act section by 
section.  You pass the Keystone XL Pipeline.  Get energy production started again and get our drain back out of those railcars that 
right now can't get to market because of the incredible oil that's coming through on the rail lines. 

  

# # # 

  

Stephanie Cutter on the problems the Democratic party needs to address: 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER 

  

Yeah, I think that if we don't take it seriously, it's to our own peril.  We have a midterm problem.  And that's serious.  And we have a 
bench problem of how we are cultivating new Democrats to come into the fold of the party and to be willing to run for things.  So we 
can't show up every four years and think we're going to win midterms unless we invest in it.  And we saw Governor Dean make that 
point with you just a little bit earlier. 

  

# # # 

  

Below is a RUSH transcript of the 10AM feed of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ “Meet the Press.” 
A final transcript of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 

  

MEET THE PRESS -- SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2014 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

This Sunday. 

  

PRESIDENT OBAMA (TAPE): 

  

Obviously, Republicans had a good night. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 



  

A Democratic midterm meltdown.  Republicans seized the Senate and leave Democrats tangled up in red. 

  

RAND PAUL (TAPE): 

  

This election was basically a repudiation of the president. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

How did the GOP create an electoral tsunami almost no one saw coming?  I'll be joined exclusively by a possible presidential 
candidate, Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker and Democratic big hitter, Howard Dean.  And President Obama and Republicans say 
they'll work together for the good of the country. 

  

PRESIDENT OBAMA (TAPE): 

  

I would enjoy having some Kentucky bourbon with Mitch McConnell. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

But will they? 

  

JOHN BOEHNER: 

  

Finding common ground is going to be hard work. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Plus, the America the economic recovery left behind. 

  



BILL MASSEE: 

  

We may be in a recovery in some areas, but not in rural America. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Howard Schultz, the CEO of Starbucks, and how business can help lift up communities that are still asking, "What recovery?"  And 
think the Republican party just expanded the map for 2016? 

  

REINCE PRIEBUS: 

  

We won in red states, we won in blue states, and we won in purple states. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Surprise, they may be seeing more blue than ever before.  

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

I'm Chuck Todd.  And joining me to provide insight and analysis are former Republican House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, Stephanie 
Cutter, the former deputy campaign  manager for President Obama's 2012 reelection campaign.  Amy Walter of the Cook Political 
Report, as well as my colleague over at MSNBC and at Telemundo, Jose Diaz-Balart.  Welcome to Sunday.  It's Meet the Press. 

  

ANNOUNCER: 

  

From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  



And good morning.  It's been happening every four years lately.  The party in the White House suffers a drubbing in the midterms.  It 
happened to George W. Bush's Republicans in 2006, to Barack Obama's Democrats in 2010, and history repeated itself on 
Tuesday.  Democrats had hoped some combination of localizing elections, their vaunted turnout efforts, and perhaps even a bit of 
good luck might hold their losses down.  Well, nothing worked. 

  

(BEGIN TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O) 

  

Pick your pugilistic adjective: beating, trouncing, shellacking. All fit what happened to the Democratic Party on Tuesday night. The 
other way to describe the election--it was all about President Barack Obama, even if he doesn’t see it that way. 

  

PRESIDENT OBAMA: 

  

I think that every election is a moment for reflection, and I think that everybody in this White House is going to look and say, all 
right, what do we need to do differently. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

And they’ll have a lot to reflect on. It was always projected to be a good night for the Senate Republicans. It ended up being a 
memorable one with the GOP picking up seven seats, and most likely Alaska and Louisiana will prove to be wins for them too, 
making it nine. But it was the gubernatorial races that made it a wave as Democrats watched reliably blue states: Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Illinois, pick Republican governors. 

  

Add to that competitive states where the GOP incumbent was vulnerable like Maine, Wisconsin and Florida where the Democrats 
picked up nothing, it was a coast-to-coast drubbing. But Republicans also took control of 11 more legislative chambers, giving them 
an even bigger advantage over Democrats. 

  

This has serious implications for the structure of government and elections. Not only redistricting in 2020, but also its the states that 
have control over things like Voter ID laws and the timing of elections and the early vote. This could change how politics is 
conducted in many of these places. 

  

One of the few bright spots of the night for the losing team: voters in five states approved minimum wage increases. An 
acknowledgement that many agree with Democrats on some of those populist economic points.  



  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Joining me now is the governor of Wisconsin, Scott Walker, after winning his blue state for the third time in four years on 
Tuesday.  Many rocketed Governor Walker to the top of just about everyone's potential list of presidential contenders.  Governor 
Walker joins me now.  Good morning, congratulations. 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

Chuck, good to be with you.  Thanks for having me on. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Well, let's start here.  Let's see, 52.3%, 53% in the recall, 52.3% for you.  Barack Obama in 2008, 56%, 2012, 53%.  There's a pattern 
here.  I think we know what your ceiling is, 53%.  The president's ceiling might be a little bit higher than that.  Is there an 
Obama/Walker voter?  And if so, who are they? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

Well, in our case, we had double digits with independent.  We can't win in our state.  Our state's a blue state historically, it's been a 
blue state.  We can't win without independents.  We won, again, with double digit votes from independent voters.  And probably 
one of the most exciting things for me was 18 to 24 year olds was statistically essentially a tie.  So we reached out to young voters, 
not just traditional voters, who were voting our way. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You said something interesting.  You thought that the reason why you had success in Wisconsin and that President Obama had 
success in Wisconsin is that you were both principled in your beliefs.  Do you think that centrism doesn't work in Wisconsin?  That 
they want to pick either something progressive or something conservative, but they don't want anything in the middle? 

  



SCOTT WALKER: 

  

I think in Wisconsin, we're very much like the rest of America.  Independent voters, which decide elections in swing states like ours 
want people to lead.  They want people to have big, bold ideas, and then act on them.  Four years ago, my state, everything was 
blue.  The Republicans were out of power in the Assembly, the Senate, and certainly the governorship. 

  

Right after the November 2nd election of 2010, I told our new legislative Republican majorities, "It's put up or shut up 
time."  Meaning, if we're just a little bit less bad than the Democrats were before us, the voters would have every reason to throw us 
out.  Four years later, here we sit.  Not only did I win for the third time, we added to our majorities in the Assembly and the Senate 
and I think that's a lesson for our friends in Washington. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Let me ask you about the Wisconsin economic record.  Do you think it's something that translates nationally? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

Well, I think in our case, certainly we had a little bit of a slow down early on with the protest.  But in the last year, we saw the best 
from September to September, the best private-sector job growth we've seen in more than a decade.  Our unemployment rate's 
down from 9.2% in 2010 down to 5.5%.  And I think if you lower taxes, ease regulations, and put the power back in the hands of the 
people to create jobs, you can do just that.  And you can do it all across the country. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

But I've got to show you, compared to the national average, when it comes to wage growth, it's below the national average, 
Wisconsin is.  When it comes to job growth, it's below the national average.  And your tax cut policy has created a larger deficit, a 
$1.8 billion deficit hole that you're going to have to plug next year.  And part of it is because state revenues didn't come in as 
expected.  Is it possible that the idea of cutting taxes as a way to create jobs and assimilate the economy just isn't working in 
Wisconsin? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

No, that's just the opposite.  The reason revenues are down is because we cut withholding.  Withholding at the state and the federal 
level level is where the government takes more of your money than you actually owe them and holds onto them without getting you 
interest.  We cut that in April. 



  

So we anticipated that reduction of revenue because we gave the hardworking taxpayers more money back.  And that $1.8 billion is 
based on a projection of no growth and no changes to the budget.  That just doesn't happen.  In our case, if we have the average of 
the last five years of revenue growth, we actually have the next budget starting with more than a half a billion dollars in surplus. 

  

So the simple answer is, you compare us to Illinois where they raise taxes, we lower taxes by $2 billion in property and income, and 
we had a much, much lower unemployment rate and a much better economy than they do.  Thank God they elected Bruce Rauner, 
because that'll help turn things around down there, just like we have in Wisconsin. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Now, one way you could potentially deal with your budget deficit is to accept Medicaid money, via the healthcare law.  I can't tell if 
you were taking a veiled shot at Ohio Governor John Kasich in an interview yesterday with The Wall Street Journal.  But it was about, 
you basically were critical of him taking the money, which is going to make it a lot easier for him to balance his budget and he's going 
to end up giving health insurance to a lot of people just above the poverty line.  You don't want to do that.  Do you have any second 
thoughts? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

No.  From our standpoint, we did something unique, unlike just about any other state in the country.  For the first time ever, not a 
person in our state is on a waiting list for people living in poverty.  They all have access to healthcare through Medicaid, but those 
living above it are transitioned into the marketplace and we don't put our taxpayers at risk. 

  

I mean, think about it.  States that have taken the Medicaid expansion are betting on the fact that the Congress and the president, 
who can't deal with the $17 trillion are going to magically somehow come up with new money.  They haven't paid that money for 
Medicaid even to the states as we speak. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So you think Governor Kasich made a mistake? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  



Well, again, every state is different.  I'm not going to criticize individual governors.  I'll just tell you in our case, I'm not going to bet 
on the federal government delivering on a promise that they can't make even before this Medicaid expansion.  They've already 
shorted states like Wisconsin, they shorted other states across the country.  Relying on the federal government for your balancing a 
budget is really I think a fool's bet. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Now, you made your name having to do with the collective bargaining issue in Wisconsin.  There has been sort of an agreement I 
guess over the years, that if you come into the public sector, teacher, firefighter, police officer, that in exchange for not getting a 
private-sector-like salary opportunity, that you will get a pension, you will have protected retirement in the form of a pension, which 
of course, many in the private sector don't get.  Do you believe still in that basic agreement? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

Well, in the end, I think providing for good, decent, hardworking public servants is a good thing.  And we still do.  When I did all this, 
my brother David's a banquet manager, his wife sells appliances at Sears.  They are classic, American working family.  He said, "I'd 
love to have the deal you're offering public employees." 

  

We match their pension requirement, we asked them to pay just over 12% for their health insurance.  The average family in our 
state's paying 20% to 25%.  So we still provide a pretty good deal.  And the benefit is, they don't have to pay union dues anymore-- 

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So you still believe in pension? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

--tenure. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 



  

You still believe in the pension for government workers? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

We have the only fully-funded pension system in the country because of our reforms and because of the reforms that were put in 
even before I took office. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

I've got to ask you about 2016.  You made a pledge in October that you were going to serve all four years.  Does that pledge still 
hold? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

I said my plan was for four years.  I've got a plan to keep going for the next four years.  But, you know, certainly I care deeply about 
not only my state, but my country.  We'll see what the future holds. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Do you defer to Paul Ryan? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

I love Paul Ryan.  I've said many times before I'd be the president of Paul Ryan fan club.  But I do think if we're going to beat Hillary 
Clinton in this next election, we've got to have a message that says, "Hillary Clinton is all about Washington."  I think in many ways, 
she was the big loser on Tuesday because she embodies everything that's wrong with Washington. 

  

We offer a fresh approach.  Any of us, now 31 governors across the country have the executive experience from outside of 
Washington to provide a much better alternative to the old, tired, top-down approach you see out of Washington D.C.  We need 
something fresh, organic, from the bottom up.  And that's what you get in the states. 



  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You're not deferring to Paul Ryan, then?  It sounds like you believe a governor, not a member of Congress should be the Republican 
nominee? 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

Paul Ryan may be the only exception to that rule.  But overall, I think governors make much better presidents than members of 
Congress. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Governor Scott Walker, again, third election in four years.  We'll see if you run again in two.  Thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 

  

SCOTT WALKER: 

  

Thanks Chuck.  Go Packers. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

There you go. President Obama called his party's 2010 midterm defeats a "shellacking."  But perhaps mindful of serving up a juicy 
sound bite, he avoided using such colorful language in the wake of Tuesday's results.  But no matter how you describe them, there 
are plenty of reasons for Democrats to worry as they lick their wounds and look to 2016. 

  

(BEGIN TAPE) 

  

MARK PRYOR: 

  

I must confess that I have some sadness tonight. 



  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Surveying the wreckage.  Democrats blamed defeat on an unpopular president, an unfriendly map, and an off-year electorate. 

  

PRESIDENT OBAMA: 

  

To everyone who voted, I want you to know that I hear you.  To the two-thirds of voters who chose not to participate in the process 
yesterday, I hear you too. 

  

NANCY PELOSI: 

  

I don't consider it a wave.  I think it's an ebbing of Democratic voters rather than a wave of Republican voters. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

There's been finger pointing.  Senator Harry Reid's chief of staff blamed Obama, telling The Washington Post, "The president's 
approval rating is barely 40%.  What else more is there to say?" 

  

REP. STEVE ISRAEL (D-NY): 

  

We have more work to do. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

And other Democrats argue Tuesday's losses actually were not a disaster. 

  

REP. STEVE ISRAEL (D-NY): 

  



We've had better nights.  We've also had worse nights.  This is a wave election.  In 2006, the Republicans lost 30 seats.  We lost 
probably about 15. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

There's a word for that:  spin.  Not only did Republicans win Senate control, they are poised to hold their largest majority in the 
House since Herbert Hoover was president.  It's a firewall that could take Democrats a decade to break through.  How did it 
happen?  In early 2014, Democrats had a game plan to run on a populist economic message. 

  

PRESIDENT OBAMA: 

  

An opportunity for all.  Expand opportunity.  Build new ladders of opportunity.  Opportunity is who we are, so join the rest of the 
country.  Say yes.  Give America a raise. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Instead, while four red states approved minimum wage hikes by large margins on Tuesday, Democratic candidates largely 
abandoned the populist call to arms. 

  

REP. JAMES CLYBURN (D-SC): 

  

They have successfully made this campaign a referendum on President Obama.  Which I do not believe would be all that important if 
we as Democrats had done a good job of messaging exactly what the president had done. 

  

CHUCK TODD (V/O): 

  

Senate Democrats also insisted the president delay executive action on immigration to save their red state candidates particularly in 
the South.  Not only didn't it work, it may have hurt some Democrats in states with large Hispanic populations.  In Florida, where 
Democrat Charlie Crist narrowly lost the governor's race, the Latino electorate dipped from 17% in 2012 to 13% in 2014. 

  

And in Colorado, Republican Cory Gardner improved on Republicans' 2010 showing in 20 out of 21 counties that had the largest 
Hispanic population.  To win, Democrats believed they needed their base voters to come out.  And they made the election a project 
of assembling those coalition groups.  That didn't work either. 



  

Instead, young voters, single women, African Americans, and Latinos posted numbers that looked more like the Democrats' 2010 
shellacking than Obama's 2012 victory.  Leading even Democrats to ask, "Does the Obama coalition exist without Obama on the 
ballot?"  And Democrats have a growing problem with white working-class voters. 

  

In 2008, John McCain won whites with incomes under $50,000 by just four points.  But in the last three elections, white voters, and 
particularly white men, have broken for Republicans by huge margins.  This year, the GOP won white, non-college graduates by 30 
points.  How does the party refresh itself?  Don't expect new faces to lead the Democrats in Congress. 

  

Both Reid and Nancy Pelosi are expected to keep their leadership position.  Instead, the challenge of remaking the party for the next 
election will fall at the feet of another familiar face, Hillary Clinton.  

  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

I'm joined now by Howard Dean, he's of course the former governor of Vermont, 2004 presidential candidate.  And as DNC chair, he 
was tasked with rebuilding the party after its 2004 defeat.  Governor Dean, it's amazing.  Here we are ten years later, your infamous 
50-state strategy. 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

Infamous?  What do you mean? 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

No, I'm saying it's been-- 

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 



  

That's right. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Do you sit there and say, "Well, dust off the playbook guys," and here it is. 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

You've got to do the 50-state strategy again.  The president has been brilliant in the 50-state strategy, but not so, the DNC hasn't 
been able to pull that back together again for a variety of reasons, not all having to do with the DNC.  The biggest problem, Jim 
Clyburn was the most right person in that lead-up. 

  

It was message.  Sure, it was an off year, and we can make all these excuses.  But the fact is, we have never been able to, and even 
through the days of the 50-state strategy and, you know, taking over the House, the Senate, and the president in four years, when I 
was running the DNC, I could never get the Washington Democrats to stay on message.  The Republican message was, "We're not 
Obama."  No substance whatsoever.  "We're not Obama."  What was the Democrats' message?  "Oh, well, we're really not 
either."  You cannot win if you are afraid. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Did you use that voice too?  I mean, is that-- 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

It felt like it.  Where the hell is the Democratic party?  You've got to stand for something if you want to win. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Dan Balz had, I thought, a rough piece about the Democratic party.  But two things, the headline is, "Two midterm elections have 
hollowed out the Democratic party."  And they said this about the state parties in particular, "Without prominent statewide-elected 
leaders, Democrats are in danger of seeing their state party structures atrophy." 



  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

We've been there before.  We know what the solution is now. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

And what is it? 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

It is to put money into the state parties.  They get to pick their own people, we do the training, we do all the intel, we get them to 
weave together this incredible organization that the president has done in the last eight years for his campaigns, two of the best 
campaigns ever run in the history of American presidential politics.  But you've got to strengthen the state parties.  It requires 
discipline, accountability, but it also requires money to go to the state parties and we have to trust the state parties. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Democratic party's been focused on the gender gap for a long time.  Are they too focused on the women portion of that gender 
gap?  I want to show you some numbers among white men.  In 2006, Democrats won 44% of white men.  Nobody was saying that 
they were going to win white men.  The Democrats were competitive with white men.  It's down to 33%. 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

I saw that, but run of the reasons it has-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

What do you think? 

  



HOWARD DEAN: 

  

One of the reasons has to do that we're not on the lunch bucket issues.  When we stick to lunch-bucket issues, and opportunity, as 
you showed the president's clip, we do fine.  You know, white men have been tough for us since the Southern strategy and Richard 
Nixon.  So 4% is great for us, if lose by-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

44, yeah, right. 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

If we lose by 4%, that's terrific for us.  But the erosion among white men has mostly to do with the fact that the economy has not 
gotten better.  These folks have been feeling under big-time stress.  And we have got to have a message that has to do with basic 
economics.  It helps us all across the board, but particularly with white men. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Let me ask you about the Democratic party.  There's a concern now among some that because there's going to be a coronation of 
Hillary Clinton, that actually, the Democratic party could use some refreshening, bring out new faces, still it could end up being 
Hillary Clinton as the nominee, and she's probably the strongest nominee.  But are you concerned that suddenly there aren't going 
to be any other Democratic party leaders given a chance to sort of rise up here? 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

There are definitely going to be some other Democratic party leaders, and some of them are going to come from the progressive 
end of the party, and I think that's a good thing. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Does she need a primary? 

  



HOWARD DEAN: 

  

From the point of view of a candidate, no candidate ever needs one. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

No candidate wants one.  Needs it.  But does the Democratic party need one? 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

I don't think we need one.  But we're going to get one.  Look, this is the most important office on the face of the earth.  You're not 
going to have an uncontested march to an open seat.  But the truth is, there's a lot of things we ought to debate.  We ought to be 
debating income inequality. 

  

We ought to be debating the fact that corporations are now controlling not only the Republican party, but the government of the 
United States.  We ought to be debating the fact that the Supreme Court has deviated from the constitution on numerous 
occasions.  I still have yet to find where the constitution says a corporation is a person.  So there's a tremendous amount of debate 
here to be had.  And those are the things our party needs to stand for. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Are you going to be part of that debate?  Or are you done with presidential politics? 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

Am I running for president? 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Yeah. 



  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

No.  I'm supporting Hillary Clinton. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

All right. Governor Howard Dean, former DNC chair who had to pick up the pieces ten years ago, do we do it all over again for you? 

  

HOWARD DEAN: 

  

We can do it.  We can do it. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

All right.  Thanks for coming on Meet the Press.  Coming up, one reason Democrats lost, we just talked about it with Governor 
Dean.  This economic recovery that they're so proud of hasn't reached everyone.  Up next, a man who knows something about 
creating jobs, Howard Schultz, CEO of Starbucks. 

  

***Commercial Break*** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Welcome back.  The panel is here with lots to talk about.  Eric Cantor, Stephanie Cutter, Amy Walter, and Jose Diaz-Balart, welcome 
to all of you.  Mr. Cantor, since you're new to this punditry world, and you were formerly over there.  Norm Ornstein and Tom Mann 
have an interesting op-ed today.  And they basically say, "Which Republican party shows up to govern?"  I pose the question to 
you.  Which one will show up and which one should show up? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  



Well, I think, Chuck, first of all, you ought to take a look at, you know, history over the last couple years.  The House was extremely 
productive in passing legislation.  And as we all know, bills just started to stack up in the Senate.  And I do think that's part of the 
outcome that we saw on Tuesday is the inability for Congress to work, for the Senate to act. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You certainly won that argument.  I think Democrats would say, you know, that Republicans held just as much responsibility for the 
gridlock. 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Significant frustration about the inability of Washington to work and you'd have to look at that process and say, "Hey, wait a 
minute."  So now we're going to have a Senate that works.  So the question will be, as a speaker, has said this work, "Is there going 
to be common ground?"  And I think you're going to see very quickly within six weeks whether there's going to be common ground. 

  

And on the one hand, we've heard a lot about the president saying he's going to unilaterally act on this question of an executive 
order for immigration.  If he does that, that's incendiary.  And I think we are going to be in store for a very, very difficult-- 

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

But isn't repealing health care just as incendiary? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

No, but listen.  We-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Why isn't that incendiary? 



  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Well, I would say this.  And there's probably something more incendiary, but that's not incendiary because we know that that's going 
to happen, just like after the 2006 election when the Democrats won, they went over and over again to pass bills condemning the 
position on Iraq.  In the end, Congress ended up supporting President Bush's position. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Stephanie, is this sort of equal incendiary? 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 

  

Yes. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Do you believe it is? 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 

  

It is.  I think the difference is that even though the House and the Senate, the new Republican majorities have already committed to 
attempt to repeal health care, the president has said, "I disagree with you.  I vehemently disagree with you.  But that's not going to 
stop me from working with you on other issues." 

  

Now, contrast that to Republicans, who say, "If you move forward on immigration, Mr. President, even though we have not acted 
over multiple years, then we're just going to shut down and stop working with you."  That is no way to start a new Republican 
majority.  We have to find ways to work together, even if we disagree on some issues. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  



So Jose, what's the Hispanic community going to do if the president doesn't act?  What if he tables for another six months?  Is that 
incendiary? 

  

JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 

  

Yes, that would be very incendiary.  And by the way, Stephanie, the Congress did act before going on the break.  They did act and 
they voted to defund any future deferred actions that the president may take.  So they did act and they did make a statement. 

  

I think that the key here for immigration is that with a loss of Mr. Cantor, among other things, back then, it was a message that the 
House should not support immigration reform.  If they had done it back then, we wouldn't be dealing about this now.  The president 
made a promise.  I think he's going to keep it. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Amy, this is two nuclear bombs it sounds like to me.  Is that a fair way to put it?  That each side has potentially and gridlock comes 
back like that? 

  

AMY WALTER: 

  

Well, gridlock could come back like that.  Look, I think the biggest challenge right now is intraparty rather than, you know, the 
Democrats versus the Republicans. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Each side has to assert their own politics now? 

  

AMY WALTER: 

  

Well, and I think it's right now much more within the Republican party deciding who they want to be.  I think that's exactly 
right.  And knowing what they're up against in 2016, which is their own map problems in 2016.  A lot of blue state Republicans up, 
can Mitch McConnell help protect them while also pushing an agenda? 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

  

All right.  You guys are going to get to weigh in a little bit more.  We've got a lot more for you guys to talk about.  You can imagine 
how frustrated they are at the White House though, by the way.  So many economic indicators have been good.  And still, voters 
threw Democrats out of office because of the economy. 

  

Unemployment rate has fallen more than four points since the bottom of the recession to 5.8%.  the stock market has risen from a 
recession low of 6,500 to an all-time high on Friday.  The deficit, the issue that has inspired the tea party has shrunk to its lowest 
level compared to  size of the economy since 2008.  Though the debt accumulation, of course, is still growing.  Gas prices are low, 
bankruptcies are down, and consumers are bullish about job prospects. 

  

And yet, Americans disapprove of the job the president is doing on the economy.  And there's a reason for that.  The recovery is 
concentrated in more densely-populated areas.  So we asked NBC's Luke Russert to visit the America that the recovery has left 
behind. 

  

(BEGIN TAPE) 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

Far from cities and often too far from the campaign trail, rural America is not feeling the economic recovery. Unemployment in 
Georgia stands at roughly 8%, the highest in the nation, and in the small towns, jobs with a future are hard to come by. 

  

BILL MASSEE: 

  

We may be in recovery in some areas but not in rural America, not in Marshallville, Georgia. Tough times. 

  

BRADLEY LANE: 

  

If I don't work, I don't eat. 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  



Marshallville and other Middle Georgia towns once thrived growing peaches, but jobs left and the work never came back. What's 
not working for them -- Washington. 

  

BOBBY MCKENZIE: 

  

If you can't control stuff up there, how can you control stuff down here? 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

At a lunchtime barbecue, barbers and clients say they have been left behind. 

  

RON ROUMPH: 

  

If the president’s voice can’t be heard, senator’s voice can’t be heard, how can my voice be heard? 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

Feeling ignored -- small business owners like Tony Bass, who owns a landscaping truck company nearby. He wants to create jobs, 
and pay his employees higher wages, but says taxes and government regulations stand in his way. 

  

TONY BASS: 

  

Only time I hear from the federal government is if we're in trouble." 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

And while business has returned to some degree, it's not booming. 

  

TONY BASS: 



  

Wall Street investors, they're all H-A-P-P-Y. But small business owners, I can’t say there is that much enthusiasm. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

In fact, there is a helpless feeling here in rural America, that the political system is not set up for them. 

  

BILL MASSEE: 

  

They don’t seem to want to do anything. they are fighting each other. 

  

LUKE RUSSERT (TO BILL MASSEE): 

  

This was your father's business right here? 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

His father sold furniture but had to close down in the ’80s when jobs and customers left. 

  

BILL MASSEE: 

  

They need to get out of Washington and come to small towns. 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

And while the struggle continues, rural Americans voice an unending desire to be heard and not forgotten. 

  

BOBBY MCKENZIE: 



  

We all need to vote, and hope and pray. 

  

LUKE RUSSERT: 

  

For Meet The Press, Luke Russert 

  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Nothing says economic growth than when a Starbucks shows up in your community.  So I thought it'd be a good idea to bring in the 
CEO of Starbucks, Howard Schultz, to talk about this issue of rural America and sort of this uneven economic recovery.  Mr. Schultz, 
thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Thanks, Chuck. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So in many ways, right, the symbol, the Starbucks symbol, when it shows up in a neighborhood, you know, there's this feeling, the 
neighborhood is on the move.  If you're not in a neighborhood, then it's this feeling that that neighborhood isn't moving.  So what do 
you look for in a rural or ex-urban community? 

  

You know, we know where you go in urban communities, but what do you look for that tells you, "This is going to be a good place to 
put a Starbucks."  What is it that needs to happen in these communities to make you feel as if the economy's growing there? 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  



Well, I look at that video, and my heart goes out to those people.  But the truth of the matter is, problems exist throughout the 
country not only in rural America.  We have stores everywhere.  I feel as if the economic situation that we are dealing with is directly 
linked to this situation in Washington in which there's been a fracturing of trust and confidence for over ten years now. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Really?  You think this issue of sort of the bad economy is directly tied to Washington? 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Absolutely.  You know, and I-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Explain. 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Well, here's an example.  I was at West Point on Friday.  I spent the entire day with an extraordinary group of young 
cadets.  Everywhere I went, you saw three words, "Honor, country, and duty."  Can you imagine if people in Washington, the new 
Congress, the administration, embraced those words and lived by that?  We would be in a much better position than we are 
today.  In addition to that, we have a million veterans now entering civilian life.  Two and a half million have served in Iraq for the 
last 15 years. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

By the way, disproportionately from rural America, and ex-urban America, that they're coming home to and they're not finding jobs. 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  



That's right.  But it would be catalytic to the country if we hired these veterans who have extraordinary skills.  But we're not.  As a 
result of that, we've written a book.  We have a big concert on Tuesday night, and we're encouraging businesses and business 
leaders to do one thing.  Forget Washington for a while.  Let's forget pointing fingers, stop blaming them.  As business people and 
business leaders, we need to take the lead and do what we can to move the country forward.  And that will help the economy. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So tell me this.  What would be your recipe for the issue of rural economy?  Because here's what's going on there.  They were one-
manufacturing towns.  Right?  That manufacturer leaves, the jobs have been replaced sometimes at the casino, sometimes it's just 
home healthcare workers is the only growing job opportunity.  But then, anybody that decides they're looking for better work, they 
just leave.  So what do you do? 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Well, let me tell you an example.  I was in East Liverpool, Ohio, right outside of Pittsburgh.  We saw an old factory that has been out 
of work for over ten years.  A pottery factory.  We went to that factory.  Starbucks gave them an order, and we started employing 
people and we started that factory.  Businesses across the country need to recognize we need to bring manufacturing back to 
America.  And these rural towns cannot be left behind. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

And if so, do you think it should be a priority of companies like yours to say, "You know what, even if it's not the best decision from a 
bottom line, because maybe I ship something overseas, rebuilding rural America is a better long-term--" 

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Well, here's the deal.  The rules of engagement for a public company today have changed dramatically.  We all have to recognize one 
thing.  It's not only about the bottom line, it's not out stock price.  There has to be a balance between profitability and doing 
everything we can to get the country moving again.  And that goes back to Washington. 

  

Washington has let the country down.  The Congress now has a unique opportunity with the administration to stop the polarization 
dysfunction and demonstrate immediately a new set of rules.  And that rule has to be civility and conversation and cooperation.  If 
we don't get that in the next 30 days, the business community is going to do what they've done for the last ten years, dismiss 
Washington.  But we can't have that.  This is a unique opportunity. 



  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Let me ask you, you're doing this concert here on Veteran's Day on Tuesday.  You wrote a book, For Love of Country.  This is about 
these veterans that are coming home.  There's been a lot of talk about trying to help them get back into civilian life.  What is the one 
thing that you think the public needs to understand about helping these folks back into civilian life? 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Two and a half million extraordinary young men and women have served for the last ten, 15 years in an all-volunteer service.  As a 
result of that, most of America, 98% have not had real skin in the game.  We need to have a conversation, be empathetic, be 
understanding, and do everything we possibly can across the country, in rural America and every town, to hire a veteran. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

All right.  Howard Schultz, CEO of Starbucks, thanks for coming on.  Thanks for doing this concert.  We'll be watching on Tuesday.  It's 
an amazing lineup that you have there.  Something for everybody. 

  

HOWARD SCHULTZ: 

  

Bruce Springsteen, Eminem, Carrie Underwood. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

There you go.  It doesn't matter your taste.  You've got something there.  Thank you very much.  Tomorrow, NBC News is going to be 
putting a human face on the Ebola tragedy that's taking place in West Africa.  Let's remember, that's where this I a true 
epidemic.  We'll be telling 24 stories of people that are fighting this deadly disease.  Check out Facebook/NBCNews to find out 
more.  In a few minutes, why Democrats might actually have reasons to be optimistic about 2016, despite the 2014 drubbing. 

  

***Commercial Break*** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 



  

And welcome back.  We've heard a lot so far about what the next Congress might or might not do.  So it feels like a good moment to 
actually get some answers from two newcomers to the 114th Congress.  I've got Republican Mike Rounds.  He's the former governor 
of South Dakota.  He handedly won a Senate seat on Tuesday.  He's now a senator-elect.  And Gwen Graham from Florida's 
panhandle is a rare breed from Tuesday, a Democrat, on Tuesday, who knocked off a Republican incumbent. 

  

And we should note, she's the daughter of former Florida governor and senator, Bob Graham.  Welcome to both of you.  Mrs. 
Graham, welcome to Washington.  Senator Mike Rounds, you'll be here soon enough, I imagine.  Let me start with you, Senator-
Elect Rounds.  Why the message.  What is your mandate that you believe the voters gave you when you come into Congress next 
year? 

  

MIKE ROUNDS: 

  

Washington's dysfunctional.  It's got to be fixed.  America is not broken, but Washington is.  And part of it says is that South Dakota 
common sense can help.  It means you work side by side with other people to get the job done.  I think the Republican majority now 
has an opportunity to show that we can actually govern, we can put together an agenda, and we can execute on it. 

  

That means getting results.  It means you go back in and you take up on ObamaCare, or the Affordable Care Act section by 
section.  You pass the Keystone XL Pipeline.  Get energy production started again and get our drain back out of those railcars that 
right now can't get to market because of the incredible oil that's coming through on the rail lines. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So dismantling healthcare is a priority?  You don't think that's going to add to the dysfunction of Congress, though? 

  

MIKE ROUNDS: 

  

I think there are bits and pieces of it.  You start out with section by section and you do it in such a fashion that you pick those items 
which have to be fixed.  You start out, look, there's a section in it, the independent payment advisory board, which needs to be 
eliminated in my opinion.  I think most people out there would agree with that. 

  

The medical devices tax that are there right now has to be taken apart.  So I think there are pieces in there which Republicans and 
Democrats alike recognize have got to be fixed.  And it's even more than that.  It's the fact that Republicans have to set the agenda 
and we have to execute.  We have to tell people what our overall plan is.  Let's actually get a budget and let's pass a budget every 
single year.  Let's do it on time. 

  



Let's make government functional once again.  That's what the American people are expecting.  They want us to go in and to do our 
jobs.  And the message that I think a lot of us have is we didn't come there to stay on our butts.  We came there to get the job done. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Congresswomen-Elect Graham, you just laughed at that last one.  You know, in many ways, some of this sounds very similar to what 
I heard from you also on Tuesday night.  So what parts of what you heard do you agree with Senator-Elect Rounds and what parts do 
you disagree? 

  

GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

I completely agree with him that we need to find compromise and we need to find a way to break through the dysfunction.  As I 
traveled around my district, all 14 counties, that's what I heard over and over and over again, is that people want a government that 
functions.  They want a government in where people get along. 

  

And that's what I ran on a platform of saying, "The North Florida way."  And the North Florida way is finding a way to get along, find 
common-sense solutions.  We may not always agree, but we've got to be able to find compromise in order to make the decisions 
that need to be made to move our country forward. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You won voters that voted for Rick Scott for governor, the Republican, and Gwen Graham for Congress.  Why do you thank you were 
able to pull that off? 

  

GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

I, from day one of this race, I have just been reaching out to all 14 counties of the district.  I wanted to make sure that everybody 
knew that I cared about earning their support.  And I think that's what made the difference.  I put 37,000 miles on my car since I 
entered the race, and met as many people as I could.  And it was just a phenomenal experience.  And I think it was that connection 
with folks that I had that made the difference. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  



Governor-Elect, Senator-Elect, I say this, and I meant governor, because many former governors that serve in the Senate don't like 
it.  What have you heard from former governors about your tenure that you're about to begin? 

  

MIKE ROUNDS: 

  

They told me to be prepared to be frustrated.  They said time and again, "Look, you've got to get in and you've got to go to work on 
it, because you've been measured on the results already.  Washington has not been."  And so there's no time frame there, there's 
nobody there that seems to understand that the people outside of Washington expect results. 

  

And so part of the message has got to be that the bureaucracy, which has taken over, or the vacuum, because Congress has been 
dysfunctional, has not been doing their job.  You've got a bureaucracy which is growing.  We've got to get that bureaucracy back 
under control again. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

And Congresswoman-Elect, advice your father gave you? 

  

GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

Well, he said, "First of all, be informed." 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Nobody was more informed than him.  That's for sure.  Good luck keeping up to that. 

  

GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

I will.  And to make sure that you're not partisan.  Make sure that you're looking for good solutions and bring people together to 
make the right decisions.  And that's what I'm committed to doing. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 



  

And we should also note that it's your father's birthday today. 

  

GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

It is.  Happy birthday to my dad. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

here it is.  Senator-Elect Rounds, congratulations.  Welcome to Washington soon enough.  Congresswoman-Elect Graham, thanks for 
coming on Meet the Press.  Thank you both. 

  

GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

Thank you, Chuck.  I appreciate it very much. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

By the way, I should note, my step-father's having a birthday today. 

  

MIKE ROUNDS: 

  

Thank you. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So we share today.  So thank you to both. 

  



GWEN GRAHAM: 

  

Great day. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Happy birthday to him.  Coming up, what the midterms mean for the big one.  We'll read the tea leaves and look ahead to 2016. 

  

***Commercial Break*** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

While there are still 730 days until a new president is elected, the results of the midterms this week can give us a hint of where the 
battle for the White House will be fought in 2016.  So let's go to the map.  These nine states in yellow, of course, made up the 
battleground in 2012 and probably will again in 2016. 

  

Now let me explain the 242/191 that we start with.  The states that are in blue that add up to 242, these are states that Democrats 
have won in six straight presidential elections.  Now, with this cycle, they hope to add to their sort of permanent blue wall 
here.  They were hoping with victories in Florida, Virginia, Iowa, Colorado, that in a midterm year, if they were to hold and win races 
there, that they would be able to say to the Republicans, "You can't win their in 2016." 

  

But guess what happened?  Republican wins in Colorado, Iowa.  Put those two states back in the battleground.  Florida governor, 
Rick Scott eked it out again, back in the battleground.  Virginia, Mark Warner may have won, but it took us till Wednesday to find 
out.  Back in the battleground.  Speaking of the battleground, how about Wisconsin? 

  

If Scott Walker keeps winning there, you've got to put that one back in the battleground. Minnesota and Michigan, by the way, 
Senate races that Republicans thought they could make competitive, they didn't.  It's not making it into our battleground.  Now, 
there is some good news here if you're Democrat. 

  

Look at a few other states that may have been added to the battleground as well.  Take Georgia.  Yes, David Perdue won 53/45.  But 
it was a wave year.  He got 53% in a good Republican year in Georgia.  Folks, Georgia's back on the battleground.  Then take a look at 
Arizona.  They have five Democratic members of Congress running for reelection, four of them are coming back.  And the fifth, when 
all the votes are counted, may indeed come back. 

  



Arizona, back in the battleground.  So there you go.  The Democratic blue wall may be down to 232 rather than 242, by throwing in 
Wisconsin.  But the Republican wall is now down to 164.  For now, look at this.  It's a pretty impressive battleground map.  It goes 
from coast to coast, multiple time zones.  Who's to say there isn't going to be a decent amount of people actually feeling the 
presidential election. 

  

***Commercial Break*** 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Panel is back. You guys have been having an interesting conversation about immigration, which I wish we could've put all back on 
camera and all this stuff.  But I want to do a little bit here of sort of future of the Democratic party, Stephanie Cutter, is this a 
project, a reclamation project?  Or is this a, "Eh, it's the midterms.  Everything will be honky dory again in 2016."  Where do you 
stand on it? 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 

  

Well, I hope it's a serious project. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

You think it should be? 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 

  

You're talking about the project that-- 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

DNC feels like they've got to look at this and there may be some problems. 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 



  

Debbie Wasserman Schultz announced over the weekend.  Yeah, I think that if we don't take it seriously, it's to our own peril.  We 
have a midterm problem.  And that's serious.  And we have a bench problem of how we are cultivating new Democrats to come into 
the fold of the party and to be willing to run for things.  So we can't show up every four years and think we're going to win midterms 
unless we invest in it.  And we saw Governor Dean make that point with you just a little bit earlier. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Amy, you look at the leadership of the Democratic party.  And suddenly, you sit there and you say, "Do they have a staleness 
issue?"  I mean, Harry Reid, Nancy Pelosi, going to be same people, Hillary Clinton's a familiar face.  There's no new faces.  Look at 
what the Republicans, just elected a ton of new faces to the party.  Now their leadership's the same, but that's a lot of new faces 
versus the Democrat's party of old faces, no? 

  

AMY WALTER: 

  

I mean, I agree that there's a bigger problem, which there's a messaging problem.  And some of it is the messenger.  But a lot of it is, 
look, this election was as much a referendum on the president as it was about the fact that people didn't feel like the economy was 
working for them.  Even though as you pointed out, the statistics would tell you it is working for them. 

  

And this is the challenge, I think, for Hillary Clinton going forward in 2016, which is you're going to be tagged with the Obama 
economy, you're going to be tagged as being a Democrat.  How do you convince voters that they want another four years of a 
Democrat in charge of the economy?  That's the bigger challenge I think than all the talk about what do we do about demographics 
and white men.  It's how do we convince people that four more years of a Democrat is going to be good for them economically. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Now, Eric Cantor, do the Republicans, a good midterm year doesn't solve your presidential problem. 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Right.  Well, first of all, let's look at the benches.  You know, Stephanie talked about the lack of a bench on the Democratic side.  And 
that's the striking difference, I think, right away, is, you know, this Hillary Clinton and I agree with Amy, she's going to have a very 
difficult time disconnecting herself from the Obama administration, whether it is from the being the secretary of State, the 
economy, or what have you.  I also think though that if you look at at least what's going on in the Democratic party, they're looking 
like Elizabeth Warren is where the passion and intensity is. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

  

But if she doesn't run, where does that passion go? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

And so you even see Hillary Clinton now, to Amy's point, trying to appeal to the base by saying, "Hey, businesses don't create 
jobs."  Which everyone knows is counterintuitive.  Now, look at our bench.  We will have, I bet there's a dozen people out there 
looking to run. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

There's no doubt.  But have you solved the bigger demographic challenges? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Well, I think if you look at the midterm elections and what's going on, people are looking for ideas and solutions to get them out of 
this funk, that they don't feel their life is working.  They don't feel the country's working for them.  So it is about ideas.  And what 
you've seen though, look, take a look at Cory Gardner's race in Colorado. 

  

You had Mark Udall practice the politics that the left has been trying to undertake for decades now, which is the war on 
women.  And that fell flat on its face.  So it proves that the Democrats, they're out of ideas.  The Republicans will have to sift through 
all these different players to see which ideas are going to take our party forward. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Jose, back to the basic question, though.  If the Republicans can't connect with Hispanics, they're not going to win the presidential 
election. 

  

JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 

  



That's correct.  And if the Democrats can't get Hispanics to know that they're covering their back and that they're working for them, 
it's going to be tougher for them to come out and support them like they did President Obama.  Let's not forget, President Obama 
got 71% of the Latino vote last time around, because Mitt Romney's official position on immigration was self-deportation. 

  

So both parties have a lot of work to do.  But the fact is, every single day in this country, 1,000 people are deported.  And the vast 
majority of those people that are deported aren't criminals, they're not rapists.  Those people are on the streets.  The people that 
are being deported many times are family, fathers and mothers. 

  

And those people, those people don't see anyone in Washington standing up and saying, "Let's deal with this problem."  Because it's 
more than just discussions and dilettante discussions in offices.  It's also about people whose lives are being affected every single 
day.  And that, that they don't see as a concern in Washington. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Well, let's talk quickly about this Washington dysfunction before we go.  There was a lot of talk about bipartisan compromise this 
week.  But of course, what are the chances of Washington politicians actually breaking the habit of a lifetime and hugging it out, 
finding these areas of common ground for the good of the country?  According to the winners this week, it sounds like it'll be priority 
number one. 

  

(BEGIN TAPE) 

  

CORY GARDNER: 

  

They are not red, they are not blue.  But they are crystal clear.  Crystal clear in their message to Washington D.C.  Get your job done 
and get the heck out of the way. 

  

JEANNE SHAHEEN: 

  

I promise you I will work with anyone in the Senate, Democrat, Republican, Independent, to get things done. 

  

THOM TILLIS: 

  

I want to come back here next year and talk to people about the bipartisan things that we accomplish for the good of the nation. 



  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Yeah, so far so good, right?  But guess what?  We've heard hopeful-like talk like this before from leaders. 

  

(BEGIN TAPE) 

  

JOHN BOEHNER: 

  

We need to work together on behalf of the American people. 

  

NANCY PELOSI: 

  

We both expressed our wish to work in a bipartisan way for the benefit of the American people. 

  

NEWT GINGRICH: 

  

To have a serious discussion in the next few days about the places where we do agree. 

  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Of course, I get chuckles from everybody here, because guess what usually follows after that happy talk?  Gridlock.  So this time, 
does it sound like there's a different path that might help stop the gridlock in Congress?  Well, guess what?  The president 
apparently has had a change of heart. 

  



(BEGIN TAPE) 

  

PRESIDENT OBAMA: 

  

Some folks still don't think I spend enough time with Congress.  "Why don't you get a drink with Mitch McConnell," they 
ask.  Really?  Why don't you get a drink with Mitch McConnell.  You know, actually I would enjoy having some Kentucky bourbon 
with Mitch McConnell.  I don't know what his preferred drink is.  But-- 

  

MITCH MCCONNELL: 

  

And the best way to drink it, in my opinion, is to make a Manhattan. 

  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

How about that?  First of all, you're not going to hear Mitch McConnell say nice things about Manhattan very often.  The voice of 
President Obama, soon to be majority leader.  If you ever want to come right here in our studio, work through the gridlock, here's 
what we've got for you.  We've got the bourbon, we've got it on ice here.  I know he wants to have it as a Manhattan, have is 
there.  Okay, Eric Cantor, you said six weeks will test bipartisanship.  Why? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

Six weeks.  One of two things.  You've got the Republicans, the Congress needs to pass the spending package.  Can't do another CR--
                                      

  

(OVERTALK) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

So if they do it in a big way in this lame duck, their shows that's a Republican sort of-- 



  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

We're going to work. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

We're going to work with the president? 

  

ERIC CANTOR: 

  

We're going to work together and the president cannot sign that executive order.  He's going to light a fuse. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Stephanie?  What's the test? 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 

  

I think that I agree with Eric that over the next six weeks, we've got to see some progress.  They've got to get some things done 
together.  I think that what Mr. Schultz is talking about, in terms of veterans' employment would be a good opportunity.  And so the 
speaker mentioned that. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Very fast. 

  

AMY WALTER: 

  



There's no one left to compromise with.  That's the problem with wave elections. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

I agree.  Where are the centrists? 

  

STEPHANIE CUTTER: 

  

If you take out all the moderates on both sides, there's no one left to compromise with. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

There are no centrists. 

  

JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 

  

The president has to act and he's got to follow through on his promises.  He's going to do that.  And if that poisons the well, then 
maybe it's time to change the water. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 

  

Oh boy.  Here we go.  By the way, this marks the 67th anniversary of Meet the Press.  Thank you Martha Rountree.  So happy 
birthday to everybody who's ever worked on this show.  But I'd also like to congratulate our friends over at Face the Nation this 
morning.  They're celebrating their big 6-0.  Welcome to your 60s.  We've been collecting our social security paycheck for a while 
now.  You'll get yours soon enough.  That's all for today.  We'll be back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 

  

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 11/16/14 -- BURWELL: 100K NEW HEALTHCARE APPLICATIONS ON DAY 1; JINDAL: OBAMA THREATENING TO 
SHUT DOWN THE GOVERNMENT 



Burwell: “focused on transparency” Jindal: “Republicans should do everything they can” to stop Obama on immigration 

NOVEMBER 16, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured exclusive interviews with Health and Human Services 
Secretary Sylvia Matthews Burwell and Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal (R), as well as a discussion on healthcare with Dr. Toby 
Cosgrove of the Cleveland Clinic, Neera Tanden of the Center for American Progress and Forbes' Avik Roy. 
 
Today’s political panel included MSNBC's Chris Matthews, Helene Cooper of The New York Times, former Hewlett Packard CEO Carly 
Fiorina, and Reid Wilson of The Washington Post.  Also: Richard Engel provided the latest details on the new ISIS video and Anne 
Thompsoncompared the effects of the healthcare law in Texas and Illinois. 
  
Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online at http://www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
  
# # # 
 
Sec. Burwell: 100,000 new applications submitted on first day of open enrollment 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1wJz84y 
 
SYLVIA BURWELL:  Yesterday, we had 100,000 folks submit applications. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: New applications? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: Submit applications. … And there were over 500,000 people who logged in effectively yesterday as well.  So I think 
the vast majority of people coming to the site were able to get on and do what they were intending to do. 
 
 
Burwell responds to Gruber comments: says she is “focused on transparency” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1ENtL8T 
 
SYLVIA BURWELL: I have to start with how fundamentally I disagree with his comments about the bill and about the American 
people.  Since I've been at the department, one of the things that I've focused on is transparency, making sure that all our numbers 
coming out, whether they're good or bad.  And the other thing is that the law is based on the issues of transparency and belief in the 
American people and choices in the marketplace. … When you give the American people the tools to make the right choices for 
themselves, they're going to do that.  And that's what this is about. 
 
 
Burwell: “we fundamentally disagree” with Gruber 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1vfhlaB 
 
CHUCK TODD: Is Mr. Gruber going to be welcomed back as a consultant? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: Certainly right now in terms of the work that we're doing at HHS, we are doing our work and focusing on what we 
are doing and our modeling. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: So he's not welcome back? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: With regard to Mr. Gruber and his comments, I think I've been clear.  That's something we fundamentally disagree 
with. 
 
 
Jindal: expanding Medicaid in Louisiana would be “a huge mistake” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1H5ut5p 
 
CHUCK TODD: Expanding Medicaid coverage -- you'd have more people off of the uninsured roles in Louisiana if you did it.  Why 
aren't you doing it? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: Chuck, look.  Democrats and Republicans both want to help the vulnerable, want to help people get affordable, 
high-quality healthcare.  Medicaid is not the right way to do it. … It was a program designed to take care of the disabled, of 
vulnerable children.  It was never designed to be there for able-bodied adults. … In Louisiana, if we were to expand Medicaid, it 

http://nbcnews.to/1wJz84y
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would cost my taxpayers $1.7 billion over ten years.  For every uninsured person we'd cover, oh, we'd have to kick more than one 
person out of private insurance.  Now, think about that.  I know that this president likes to define success as more people dependent 
on the government.  I would have to take over 200,000 out of private insurance and put them into Medicaid.  To me, that's a huge 
mistake. 
 
 
Jindal: Pres. Obama is threatening to shut down the government with executive action on immigration and “Republicans should 
do everything they can” to stop him 
 
CHUCK TODD: Very quickly on immigration.  If the president goes through with his executive action, do you think Republicans and 
Capitol Hill ought to use even the power of shutting down the government to stop him from doing it? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: Two things.  I don't think the president should shut down the government to try to break the Constitution.  The 
reality is this.  I do think the-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: You think the president would be shutting down the government? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: Oh, absolutely. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: So you do want Republicans to fight him on this to the point that it could shut down the government? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: Absolute-- I don't think the president should shut down the government. … I would expect even Democrats 
who may agree with him on substance, to say the right way to do this is to follow the Constitution, follow the law.  No, we shouldn't 
shut down the government, but absolutely Republicans should do everything they can to force the president to follow the law.  Let's 
secure the border.  No, the president shouldn't shut down the government so that he can break the law. 
                                                           
 
Jindal: “we are praying” about whether to run for President  
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1wJzhF9 
 
CHUCK TODD:  You're going to decide when, by the 1st of the year? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: First half of next year.  We are praying about this.  But bottom line is let's restore the American dream for our 
children and grandchildren. 
 
 
Carly Fiorina: “this president has taken advantage” of Hispanics 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1vfhH15 
 
CARLY FIORINA: What they should do is systematically and soberly pass a series of bills to solve a decades-old problem.  And they 
should point out to Hispanics all over this nation that this president has taken advantage of them.  He sunk comprehensive 
immigration reform in 2007.  He did nothing to push forward immigration reform when he had the Senate, the House, and the White 
House.  He said in '11 and '12 he couldn't do anything.  And then he delayed his action for the elections.  Unbelievable cynicism. 
 
# # #  
 
Additional video clips from today’s program: 
 
Richard Engel on Latest ISIS Video 
http://nbcnews.to/1qMNU8t 
 
Chuck Todd on Obama’s Legacy 
http://nbcnews.to/11fXKcf 
 
#NerdScreen: How 2014’s Turnout Could Define 2016 
http://nbcnews.to/1BDVbS9 
 
Anne Thompson on Healthcare Reform: A Tale of Two States 
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http://nbcnews.to/11btnEg 
 
Deep Dive into the Affordable Care Act 
http://nbcnews.to/1uijcI7 
 
Chris Matthews: Tea Party is the Problem 
http://nbcnews.to/1A3HHxj 
 
World Leaders Embrace Koalas 
http://nbcnews.to/1vfi2AN 
 
Panel: Obama vs. Republicans 
http://nbcnews.to/1A3HPgv 
     
# # #   
 
Below is a RUSH transcript of the 10AM feed of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ “Meet the Press.” 
A final transcript of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
November 16, 2014 
                                   
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
This Sunday, what appears to be another beheading of an American by the radical Islamic group ISIS.  The victim is apparently 
hostage Peter Kassig, a former aid worker.  We'll have a full report.  Here at home, the gloves are off again. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
What I'm not going to do is just wait. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
On one side, a president, no longer constrained by another election.  On the other side, triumphant Republicans.  At stake, two huge 
issues:  immigration and healthcare. 
                                                           
JOHN BOEHNER: 
We're going to fight the president tooth and nail. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
President Obama prepares to bypass Congress with executive action on immigration reform. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
And it's way overdue.  And we've been talking about it for ten years now. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
How will Republicans respond?  Also, will Republicans follow through on their goal to dismantle the Affordable Care Act? Where you 
stand on the issue... 
                                                           
ROBERT MAYFIELD: 
It's going to be more taxes on all the Texas people. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
...may depend on where you sit. 
                                                           
KEITH MOON: 
If you don't want to repeal this law, you go without insurance for two years and tell me how you feel. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Plus, following the Republican midterm wave, can Democrats reassemble their winning coalition in 2016 without President Obama 
on the ballot?  I'm Chuck Todd.  And joining me to provide insight and analysis are MSNBC's Chris Matthews, Helene Cooper of The 
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New York Times, former CEO Hewlett Packard, of Carly Fiorina, and Reid Wilson of The Washington Post.  Also Louisiana Governor 
Bobby Jindal, a possible Republican presidential candidate.  And Health and Human Services Secretary, Sylvia Burwell are here 
exclusively.  Welcome to Sunday.  It's Meet the Press. 
                                                           
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Good morning.  We begin with some grim news from Syria.  Intelligence officials are investigating a video that was posted online 
purportedly by ISIS that claims to show that captured U.S. aid worker, Peter Kassig, has been killed.  The video also shows the killing 
of several Syrian soldiers.  Kassig, 26, from Indiana, was working as a humanitarian aid worker in Syria when he was captured by ISIS 
in October of 2013. 
  
He was born Peter Kassig, but changed his name to Abdul Rahman after converting to Islam while in captivity.  Now, the National 
Security Council has released a statement this morning.  It reads in part:  "We are aware of a video that claims to show the murder 
of U.S. citizen Peter Kassig.  The intelligence community is working as quickly as possible to determine its authenticity.  If confirmed, 
we are appalled by the brutal murder of an innocent American aid worker, and we express our deepest condolences to his family 
and friends." 
  
I'm joined now by our chief foreign correspondent, Richard Engel.  He is in Istanbul where he has been based to cover this 
war.  Richard, it seems as if the government is assuming this video is authentic.  What do you know? 
                                                           
RICHARD ENGEL: 
Well, I've seen the video and unfortunately, it does appear to be authentic.  We see the same, now familiar, militant dressed in all 
black with a distinctive London accent, saying that Peter Kassig has been killed.  You don't actually see the beheading.  You just see 
the militant and then what looks to be Peter Kassig's head at his feet. 
  
It was a long video.  It shows the beheadings of other hostages, a group that are allegedly Syrian soldiers.  If, in fact, it is confirmed 
that Kassig was murdered, he would be the fifth Western hostage killed by ISIS.  And the reason ISIS said it killed Kassig is because he 
was a former soldier who served in Iraq before he changed his life and went to Syria to help provide some humanitarian and medical 
relief to Syrian victims of war. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Now Richard, speaking of Iraq, General Martin Dempsey, of course, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, he made a surprise visit to Iraq 
yesterday.  I think he's still there.  Where he's supposed to get a firsthand look at the Iraqi military.  We've got advisors on the 
ground.  There's some talk that maybe more have the go.  What is the state of the Iraqi military, and how are they doing on the fight 
against ISIS? 
                                                           
RICHARD ENGEL: 
I think it's very mixed, frankly.  There are some units of the Iraqi military that are making some progress.  They made some advances 
north of Baghdad in the last several days.  But the military is infiltrated.  It's infiltrated by Shiite militias, it's infiltrated by the 
Iranian  Revolutionary Guard.  Just a few weeks ago, in fact, a unit from the Iraqi military, backed up by militias, went into a town, 
they killed some ISIS. 
  
But then they also went back and butchered Sunni civilians who were living in the town.  And this was an act according to officials 
that I've spoken to, directly carried out by an Iranian-backed group within the Iraqi Security Services.  So I think it is a very mixed 
record of success so far. 
  
The Kurds are making advances.  Some units of the Iraqi army are making advances.  But others are Iranian-backed death 
squads.  And this is the Iraqi army, this patchwork that we are supposed to be guiding, advising, and leading in a fight against ISIS. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Looks like it's going to be a longer slog than anybody wants to deal with.  Richard Engel, in Istanbul for us this morning, Richard, 
thanks very much.  Now I want to switch gears here, get to domestic politics.  The new third rails of American politics these days; 
one, immigration reform. 
  
Democrats now on it.  Republicans not for what the president wants.  And then President Obama now says he's going to go ahead 
with or without the GOP.  The other, of course, is healthcare reform.  It's President Obama's signature achievement, his legislative 



place in history.  And here come the Republicans.  They want to take it apart brick by brick. 
  
There are two intractable issues so important to each side that neither is willing to give any quarter.  Defy the other side, and you're 
declaring political war.  And that's just what's happening.  To quote Bette Davis, fasten your seatbelts.  It's going to be a bumpy 
night. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
If Republicans thought a wave election would humble the president, he didn't show it.  Promising executive action that would stop 
deportations for millions of undocumented immigrants, a lightning rod for the GOP, the president doubled down. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
And that's going to happen.  That's going to happen before the end of the year. 
                                                           
JOHN BOEHNER: 
We're going to fight the president tooth and nail if he continues down this path. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
So much for that kumbaya lunch at the White House last week.  And there's healthcare.  Yesterday marked the premier of season 
two of Obamacare.  The president now playing salesman in chief. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
You can go online or call 1-800-318-2596 and get covered for 2015. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
New website, new cast, and this time, administration officials hope a new story line after a disastrous debut last year. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
Nobody's madder than me about the fact that the website isn't working as well as it should. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
7.1 million Americans signed up and paid by the end of the first enrollment period, hitting projections.  This time around, the 
government expects a total of between nine and ten million for 2015.  But that's over three million less than the government's 
original projection of 13 million signups.  And yes, the future of the law remains somewhat cloudy. 
  
Thirteen states, plus D.C., run their own health insurance exchanges.  Thirty-seven states, mostly with Republican governors, haven't 
set up their own exchange, and rely on the federal government.  But what the Affordable Care Act is doing for the cost of healthcare, 
this map shows the change in premiums from the largest cities in each state, and it's a mixed bag.  Premiums up in some states, and 
down in others.  And in January, the new Republican majority in Congress takes office, promising to dismember the law. 
                                                           
MITCH MCCONNELL: 
I want to pull this law out root and branch. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
 
And to top it all off, the Supreme Court will hear another case this term about those exchanges, which could cripple the law. 
 
(END TAPE) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm joined now by Sylvia Mathews Burwell, secretary of Health and Human Services, welcome to Meet the Press. 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
Thank you. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Madam Secretary, I want to start with, we heard the President earlier this morning, or yesterday or tomorrow, however you want to 



talk about Australian time.  He said 23,000 new applications is what he reported.  Do you have any up-to-date numbers?  And I guess 
I would ask, it seems as if new applications went well on the website.  People trying to get to their old accounts struggled. 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
So with regard to that, yes I do.  Yesterday, we had 100,000 folks submit applications. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
New applications? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
Submit applications. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay. 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
And there were over 500,000 people who logged in effectively yesterday as well.  So I think the vast majority of people coming to 
the site were able to get on and do what they were intending to do. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you have an issue with people getting onto their old accounts?  Is that an issue that you've identified or is this just user error? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
So with regard to that, we think the vast majority were able to.  That's what we see in that 500,000.  In some of those examples, 
we're tracking them down.  That's part of what I said we were going to do and what we want to do.  Some people forget their user 
names.  Some people are renewing their passwords and other things, if there were any other technical problems.  Our customer 
service folks are ready and able to help people.  There were over 100,000 calls yesterday. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  Let me ask if you if you guys have, the uninsured right has dropped by 25%.  The average premium has gone down for 
2015.  There's Medicare solvency has increased.  So a bunch of good news.  And yet the public's opinion about the healthcare law 
hasn't changed one bit.  Still more people think it's a bad idea than a good idea.  Why is that?  Why hasn't success translated? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
I think one of the things we need to do is translate that success because I think when you ask the American people about those 
things individually, or when you ask the American people about the importance of no longer being held off healthcare because of 
preexisting conditions, or the fact that their children up to the age 26 can be on their plans, that's three million.  When you ask them 
about the substance of the issue, the American people respond positively.  And that's what I think we need to more about. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So whose fault is this? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
I think what we need to do is make sure that we're communicating clearly and that we talk about what is the substance instead of 
something that is one-word descriptions but actually what this is.  This is about three things:   Affordability, quality, and access.  And 
when you talk about, as you just did, the measures against those things, that's what we need to do more of. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So why is it that you had to downgrade the expectations of how many people would sign up?  You're looking at less than ten 
million.  The original projection was try to get to 13 million after year two.  That's a steep expectation decline.  Why? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
So the 13 million was a number that was set as CBO scored the initial bill.  And scoring, as we know, is something that is done to 
determine-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
They were accurate about year one. 
                                                           



SYLVIA BURWELL: 
So with regard to that though, what we have done is when I got to HHS, I asked the team to actually look at the numbers and let's 
figure out what we think that target should be.  It has two basic pieces to it:  reenrollment and new enrollees.  With regard to the 
reenrollment, what we did was went actually out to the marketplace, asked people, "What is the general reenrollment of this type 
of thing?" 
             
They created a range that was 70% to 90%.  Many of the people were in the 80% to 85%.  We chose 83%.  And then what we did was 
build the number that way.  So in setting our target, what we did was take the information from last year, including the fact that 
when CBO did its estimates, and others did estimates, they actually thought more people would switch from employer-based care 
than did. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So you think that's one of the reasons that this, employers have to dropped people.  But this is the first year the employer 
mandate.  Do you expect to see employers drop people now? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
So with regard to the number, we think it's a number of elements.  And as we made the number that we chose, that 9.1, we said 
there'd be 28% growth.  And we believe in the second year of a new marketplace, 28% growth is strong and healthy growth. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  I've got to ask you about these comments from Jonathan Gruber.  He's of course, a lot of opponents of the Affordable Care 
Act have been pointing to these comments all week long.  He's an MIT professor.  He helped write the healthcare law both in 
Massachusetts, an advisor to the healthcare law and to people that wrote it back when the Obama administration was working on it. 
  
I understand you didn't necessarily work with him very closely.  But I do want to have you take a listen and get you to respond.  This 
is how Gruber explained taxing high-end Cadillac health insurance plans and sort of doing a little "okey-doke" on the American 
public.  Take a listen. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
                                                           
JONATHAN GRUBER: 
We just tax the insurance companies.  They pass on higher prices, that offsets the tax break we get it, it ends up being the same 
thing.  It's a very clever, you know, basic exploitation of the lack of economic understanding of the American voter.  And they 
proposed it and it passed, because the American voter is too stupid to understand the difference. 
  
Lack of transparency is a huge political advantage.  And basically, you know, call it the stupidity of the American voter, or 
whatever.  But basically, that was really, really critical to getting this thing to pass.  So what does this bill do?  This bill takes, what I 
call, the spaghetti approach.  Which is it takes a bunch of ideas that might work and throws them against the wall, we'll see what 
sticks. 
 
(END TAPE) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
He's playing into every fear that many conservatives had about this bill, that it's not transparent, that there are things in it that 
people don't know.  This certainly can't help a credibility gap. 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
I have to start with how fundamentally I disagree with his comments about the bill and about the American people.  Since I've been 
at the department, one of the things that I've focused on is transparency, making sure that all our numbers coming out, whether 
they're good or bad.  And the other thing is that the law is based on the issues of transparency and belief in the American people 
and choices in the marketplace. 
  
This past week, since we've had window shopping on, over a million people have come to the site and done window 
shopping.  Because what they're doing is they're comparing.  They're comparing based on premiums, they're comparing based on 
deductibility.  When you give the American people the tools to make the right choices for themselves, they're going to do that.  And 
that's what this is about.  From the issue of actually the consumer to the fact that we have put out information so that people can 
see what providers are receiving from pharmaceuticals. 
                                                           



CHUCK TODD: 
He said, "Spaghetti at the wall."  And he said that the week the health care law passed.  Is that what this bill is?  To see what works 
and what doesn't? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
This law is a piece of legislation that is about three fundamental things.  And these are things that have bipartisan 
agreement.  Affordability, access, and quality.  That's what the American people want.  And actually, there's bipartisan 
agreement.  The bill has a lot of different pieces.  You touched on many of them, and people know about them, whether it's closing 
the Medicare donut hole.  And there are eight million American seniors that benefited from that $11 billion.  There are so many 
parts of this law that target those three fundamental things. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Is Mr. Gruber going to be welcomed back as a consultant? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
Certainly right now in terms of the work that we're doing at HHS, we are doing our work and focusing on what we are doing and our 
modeling. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So he's not welcome back? 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
With regard to Mr. Gruber and his comments, I think I've been clear.  That's something we fundamentally disagree with. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Madam Secretary, thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 
                                                           
SYLVIA BURWELL: 
Thank you. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And now joining me since the Affordable Care Act was implemented, 23 states have not expanded Medicaid to help cover low-
income individuals, leaving 3.8 million in a so-called coverage gap where their income is above Medicaid eligibility limits, but below 
the threshold for marketplace premium tax credit.  Why does it matter?  Let me show you an example in two states. 
  
Arkansas did expand Medicaid coverage.  They saw their uninsured rate decrease by 46%.  Next door in Louisiana, which did not 
expand Medicaid coverage, the uninsured rate was only reduced by 15%.  So to talk about this and some other things, I'm joined 
now by the governor of Louisiana, Republican Bobby Jindal.  Governor, welcome back to Meet the Press. 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Chuck, thank you for having me. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's go right there to that number.  You look at Arkansas, your neighbor to the north.  I know you don't want to talk about Arkansas 
right now. 
                                       
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
--that issue last night.  But obviously, expanding Medicaid coverage, you'd have more people off of the uninsured roles in Louisiana if 
you did it.  Why aren't you doing it? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Chuck, look.  Democrats and Republicans both want to help the vulnerable, want to help people get affordable, high-quality 
healthcare.  Medicaid is not the right way to do it.  The problem with expanding Medicaid, the problem with the Affordable Care Act, 



the problem with ObamaCare, is that it chooses a top-down, closed approach, where the government is running your healthcare. 
  
Medicaid's already a program with bad healthcare outcomes.  You look at the Oregon study, they showed by expanding Medicaid, 
there was no improvement in physical outcomes.  It was a program designed to take care of the disabled, of vulnerable children.  It 
was never designed to be there for able-bodied adults. 
  
By expanding and creating a new entitlement when we can't afford the ones we've already got, the Affordable Care Act, the 
president basically is doubling down on a failed approach for providing healthcare.  There's a better way to help those uninsured. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Here's the thing though.  It would cost your state nothing.  In fact, look, you've got your own fiscal problems right now with the 
deficit issue.  You'd have more money from the federal government.  They're paying for it.  It's not going to cost Louisiana taxpayers 
any extra state money.  Why not do it while the law is enacted? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
So, look, two things.  Chuck, I'm glad you asked that.  One of the things I love is when Democrats say, "Oh, this is free money."  This 
is not free money.  Every dollar we don't spend on Medicaid is another dollar we don't have to borrow from China.  This is the 
reason we've gotten nearly $18 trillion in debt. 
  
Louisiana taxpayers are federal taxpayer.  These are federal tax dollars.  Why waste these tax dollars?  We've got to stop acting in 
this city like all of this money is free money.  Secondly, secondly, when you look at the best way to help folks, it is to decrease the 
cost of healthcare.  I propose a detailed plan to repeal and replace ObamaCare.  If the president were really serious, why not give 
states more flexibility?  Why not go to states and say-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But he has.  I mean, you look at in Indiana.  So why is, I guess, John Kasich wrong?  Why is Mike Pence of Indiana wrong?  Mike Pence 
did get the federal government to approve a much different plan.  Why not negotiate with the government and do something that 
you want to do? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
In Louisiana, if we were to expand Medicaid, it would cost my taxpayers $1.7 billion over ten years.  For every uninsured person we'd 
cover, oh, we'd have to kick more than one person out of private insurance.  Now, think about that.  I know that this president likes 
to define success as more people dependent on the government.  I would have to take over 200,000 out of private insurance and 
put them into Medicaid.  To me, that's a huge mistake. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, but you have 200,000 not insured at all, though. 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Well, but no, I'm saying for every uninsured person you're covering, you're taking more than another person out of private 
insurance.  In Louisiana in particular, we inherited a decades-old public hospital system, unlike other states.  We're the only state, 
we had ten state-operated hospitals.  The private sector, public/private partnerships, we've actually improved healthcare access and 
outcomes. 
  
For one example, it used to take ten days to get a prescription filled, now you can get it done in ten minutes.  Through Bayou health, 
we reformed our program, we had before 5% of our adults were getting preventive care screenings, now over 80% of our-- Chuck, 
my point is This.  There are better ways to provide healthcare to the vulnerable, to the uninsured.  The answer's not for the 
government to be running healthcare.  The answer is not to expand a failed program, a one-size-fits-all approach like Medicaid. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You think Medicaid's a total failure? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
No, I think Medicaid-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But why do you implement any of it? 
                                                           



GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
I think Medicaid, when it was targeted for the disabled, for children, in Louisiana, over 95% of our children have coverage.  I think 
that it can be improved and more flexibility.  Oregon, the Harvard-- now, this wasn't a conservative study.  The Harvard study 
showed when you expanded Medicaid after two years in Oregon, there was no improvement of physical healthcare 
outcomes.  Simply giving people a card without giving them access to healthcare, to doctors, to hospitals doesn't improve anything. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly on immigration.  If the president goes through with his executive action, do you think Republicans and Capitol Hill ought 
to use even the power of shutting down the government to stop him from doing it? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Two things.  I don't think the president should shut down the government to try to break the Constitution.  The reality is this.  I do 
think the-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You think the president would be shutting down the government? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Oh, absolutely. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So you do want Republicans to fight him on this to the point that it could shut down the government? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Absolute-- I don't think the president should shut down the government. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But you're twisting my question. 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
But wait, wait. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
That means you want that kind of showdown? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Let's step back and understand what we're talking about.  So the president said, "I want to break the law."  He purposely said I’m 
going to wait till after the election, because I know it's not going to be popular to grant amnesty to millions of folks here that are 
here illegally.  We had an election.  He said his policies were on the ballot. 
  
He lost in red states, purple states, blue states.  The American people overwhelmingly rejected and rejected his policies.  Now he's 
saying, "I'm still going to break the law."  Talk about arrogance.  This president used to say, "Elections have consequences."  We're 
talking about how can the Congress force the president to follow the law? 
  
I would expect even Democrats who may agree with him on substance, to say the right way to do this is to follow the Constitution, 
follow the law.  No, we shouldn't shut down the government, but absolutely Republicans should do everything they can to force the 
president to follow the law.  Let's secure the border.  No, the president shouldn't shut down the government so that he can break 
the law. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  I'm going to ask you about your own presidential ambitions.  A majority in Louisiana disapprove of your job as 
governor.  Why is that a launching pad to Iowa and New Hampshire? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
Chuck, I don't care at all about poll numbers.  I never have.  The reality is, I was elected in Louisiana to make generational 
changes.  Look at what we've done in Louisiana.  So now, we've cut our state budget 26%, cut the number of state employees 34%. 
  
We've got the best private-sector economy in a generation.  Our economy has grown twice as fast as the national economy.  More 



people working than ever before at a higher income than ever before.  We transformed the charity house.  That's, like, the third rail 
in Louisiana politics. 
  
Statewide school of choice, so our children have the opportunity to get a great education.  If I were to run, and I haven't made that 
decision, if I were to run for president, it's because I believe in our country.  The American dream is at jeopardy.  This president has 
defined the American dream as more dependence on the government.  We need to restore the American dream.  So it's more about 
opportunity and growth and not redistribution. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But very quickly, one part of your record, you now have nearly a billion dollar hole in your budget.  Every midyear review, your 
deficit has grown.  You did a big tax cut at the beginning of your term as governor.  Revenues haven't followed. 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
That's not actually true, Chuck.  The billion dollars is if you assume we grow government next year.  Our budget's been balanced 
every year.  We've never raised taxes.  I've had eight credit upgrades in three of the major credit rating agencies.  Best credit ratings 
in decades in our state.  We've actually balanced our budget every single year without running deficits, without raising taxes. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, you constitutionally have to balance your budget. 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
And we need to do that in D.C. as well.  But my point is, we've actually made the tough choices.  Unlike D.C., we cut our spending $9 
billion.  I'm not talking about cutting growth.  We cut our budget by $9 billion.  So we've actually balanced our budget and we've 
done it by growing the private sector. 
  
We've got, right now in Louisiana, we've got more than 80,000 jobs, more than $50 billion in private investment coming into our 
state.  We actually, our economy's doing so well, when I was elected, our worry was we were losing our sons and daughters.  Today, 
our biggest challenge is filling all these great jobs. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Governor Bobby Jindal, I will have to leave it there.  You're going to decide when, by the 1st of the year? 
                                                           
GOV. BOBBY JINDAL: 
First half of next year.  We are praying about this.  But bottom line is let's restore the American dream for our children and 
grandchildren. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Governor, thanks for coming back to Meet the Press.  Coming up, President Obama says, "Election?  What election?"  The 
Democrats' midterm losses not only haven't stopped him, they seemed to have energized him.  How will Republicans respond? 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
The controversial Keystone XL Pipeline, which would transport oil from Canada down to the Gulf of Mexico is back in the news.  The 
senate is expected to take up a bill this week that could allow the project to go forward.  So we asked two experts to argue for and 
against the pipeline being built in our weekly web series, Make the Case.  That and more can be found on our website at 
MeetThePressNBC.com.  Up next, President Obama and Republicans get ready for another series of partisan showdowns. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  This month's midterm results were miserable for the Democratic party.  They lost the Senate, and of course, a 
lot more seats in the House.  So with two years of his tenure left, President Obama has two options: Eke out some areas of 
compromise with the new Republican majority, or try to be bold and push his agenda by using his executive authority.  Well, this 
week, it became clear that the president has opted to favor the latter approach.  As they say, he may believe the best form of a 
defense is a good offense. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 



                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
Without any Republican support on anything then it's going to be hard to get things done. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
That was four years ago.  This is now. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
There are going to be actions I take that they don't like, and there are going to be bills they pass that I don't like. 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
In 2010, President Obama, realizing he himself would be facing voters in two years, walked away from the shellacking with a pledge 
to build consensus.  The effort and accommodation failed.  A grand bargain on taxes and entitlements broke down.  And clashes over 
spending paved the way for a government shutdown.  This time around, without the burden of a re-election campaign, the president 
is learning a different lesson from defeat.  With time running out to secure a legacy, this week, the president put his fists up, telling 
supporters, "Let's go." 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
I'm laying out a plan to keep the internet free and open. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
On Monday, the president pushed the FCC to issue the strongest possible rules for internet service providers like Verizon and NBC 
parent company, Comcast, saying the internet should be regulated like a public utility so broadband companies can't charge for 
better access.  Republican Senator Ted Cruz called it, "ObamaCare for the internet."  On Tuesday, Mr. Obama announced an historic 
climate deal with China, designed to cut carbon emissions from both countries. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
For the first time, we got China to make a very serious commitment to constrain its greenhouse gasses.  Why would anybody be 
against that? 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
Republicans were. 
                                                           
MITCH MCCONNELL: 
I had maybe naïvely hoped the president would look at the results of the election and decide to come to this political center.  But 
the early signs are not good. 
                                  
CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
As early as next week, President Obama will give Republicans another target when he acts alone to extend protections to as many as 
five million undocumented immigrants. 
                                  
JOHN BOEHNER: 
We're going to fight the president tooth and nail. 
                                                           
MITCH MCCONNELL: 
It's like waving a red flag in front of a bull. 
                                                           
REP. BRAD WENSTRUP (R-OH): 
The president may have said, "I hear you," but by the looks of things, it's just the opposite. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
Republican leaders, hoping to prevent a government shutdown, and to avoid upsetting conservatives, are now considering another 
option:  the courts. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA 
I would advise rather than devote a lot of time trying to constrain my lawful actions, as the chief executive of the U.S. government in 
charge of enforcing our immigration laws, that they spend some time passing a bill. 
                                                           



CHUCK TODD (V/O) 
Now instead of worrying about shoring up red state incumbents, the president is working on firing up base Democrats who stayed 
home on Election Day, contributing to the lowest overall midterm turnout in more than seven decades.  That may mean picking a 
fight with members of his own party, as Democratic soul searching revives a rift between moderates and progressives.  The first 
skirmish in the battle to define the party's future, a Senate vote next week on the Keystone Pipeline. 
                                  
MARY LANDRIEU: 
I'd like to vote on Keystone now. 
                                                           
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
Understand what this project is.  It is providing the ability of Canada to pump their oil, send it through our land, down to the Gulf, 
where it will be sold everywhere else.  It doesn't have an impact on U.S. gas prices. 
 
(END TAPE) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, the panel is here.  I want to start with Keystone.  Chris Matthews, the president, is he going to veto it?  And is that a death 
knell for Mary Landrieu? 
                              
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
I think this time around, he'll veto.  But it's going to come back again and again.  And it's one of things that will end up being 
negotiated. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Is it a mistake to veto it? 
            
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Well, he may feel he has to do it for his environmental supporters.  But it's not going to stop it.  It's going to happen.  It will 
happen.  It'll happen now or next year or the year after.  Because the country wants jobs and energy is always a primary concern of 
the American people.  And look who are the swing electorate?  Working-class whites. 
  
These are the people that Hillary Clinton will want, the Republicans will want.  These people are going to be for jobs like this.  He 
said, "There's nothing in it for us."  There are jobs in it.  And that's the way the American people look at it.  Not energy, jobs. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Helene Cooper, are you surprised at this more energized President Obama? 
                                                           
HELENE COOPER: 
I'm not.  I think it's really interesting though because somebody clearly didn't tell him that his party got whipped. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah.  It wasn't close. 
                                                           
HELENE COOPER: 
Yeah.  So it's really interesting seeing just how he's come out.  He's clearly now shooting for the fences.  He's thinking about his 
legacy.  He wants to get things done.  I think that's why you're going to see him doing much more things on the international stage, 
where he has more ability.  And I think, you know, for all of the nice talk that you heard, you know, the day after the election about 
trying to get along, that's not going to happen.  I think we're in for two years of complete gridlock. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So Carly Fiorina, what should Republicans do if the president, you know, wants to basically still enact his agenda and not let the 
midterms interrupt that?  How should Republicans respond? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
Well, first, just on Keystone Pipeline, perhaps the president will veto this.  But on what basis would he do so?  The American people 
support it by wide majorities.  What we are doing today is actually worse for global greenhouse gas emissions than the Keystone 
Pipeline would be.  It would create jobs despite his bizarre statement that it wouldn't.  And finally, two and a half years-- 
                                                           



CHUCK TODD: 
There have been some mixed studies on this.  I mean, there's temporary jobs and then there's full-time jobs. 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
Two and a half years of a process, that's either purposeful foot dragging or it's incompetence.  And the American people know 
that.  I think what the Republicans should do is soberly and systematically pass bills that make sense, that have bipartisan 
support.  And Keystone XL Pipeline is one of them.  They should pass it.  If he jumps in and does this executive action on 
immigration, I think Republicans should not be goaded into-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Showdown? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
Showdown.  Because it only help Obama and hurts the American people.  But what they should do is systematically and soberly pass 
a series of bills to solve a decades-old problem.  And they should point out to Hispanics all over this nation that this president has 
taken advantage of them.  He sunk comprehensive immigration reform in 2007.  He did nothing to push forward immigration reform 
when he had the Senate, the House, and the White House.  He said in '11 and '12 he couldn't do anything.  And then he delayed his 
action for the elections.  Unbelievable cynicism. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Reid, it does appear as if the president is looking at different Democratic constituency groups.  And when in doubt, going to the 
base. 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
And your point earlier that this is the beginning of a feud between the two factions of the Democratic party, he's absolutely correct. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You think there is?  Yeah. 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
I mean, I think it's more valuable for Mary Landrieu to be against President Obama and have him veto the Keystone Pipeline than it 
is for her to actually be able to deliver it.  I mean, here we are fully-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think that's better politics for Mary Landrieu? 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
It certainly is.  In a state where President Obama-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
If she can't get something that she wants to get done done, that's good for her? 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
She's not going to be able to convince voters that she's not President Obama's vote.  You know, another vote for President 
Obama.  This is the constant problem that Democrats across the country had.  They were too closely tied to him.  Why not do 
everything possible to distance yourself from the White House? 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So a veto might help her?  No? 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
Look, she doesn't have great chances either way. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, all right.  Either way.  Yeah. 
                                                           



HELENE COOPER: 
But that's-- 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
It all happens before December 12th, too.  In ten days, they're going to have the veto one way or the other.  It's going to 
happen.  We'll have the verdict. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  You guys are coming back.  We're going to talk a little bit more about this coming up.  Democrats stayed home on election 
day.  Can they reassemble that coalition that elected President Obama twice if he's not on the ballot?  On Meet the Press, our Nerd 
Screen segment is next. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, the Democratic party's prospects for 2016 are all about who shows up to vote.  One reason President Obama did so well in 
2012 was due to minority and youth turnout.  In fact, let's take a look at 2012.  72% of that vote was white, 13% black, 10% 
Hispanic.  And 19% of the overall electorate was between the ages of 18 and 29. 
  
Now, here's what we know.  Whites voted for Mitt Romney by nearly 20 points, 59-39.  But if you look at everybody else, blacks, 
Hispanics, Asians, the president won that share of the vote 80 to 19.  Now, let's take a look at what happened last Tuesday.  We all 
know turnout was pretty low.  But the percentage of white voters actually was up compared to 2012, 75%. 
  
Black and Hispanic numbers dropped, and perhaps most significantly, that 18 to 29 year old vote, dropped all the way down to 13% 
of those who voted.  And guess what that did?  It helped produce the GOP wave that we saw.  In fact, here are two states where a 
turnout that looked more like 2012 likely would've changed the outcome of the election. 
  
Colorado and North Carolina.  In Colorado, Republican Cory Gardner beat the Democratic incumbent Mark Udall by roughly 42,000 
votes.  Now look at this.  Between 2012 and 2014, the youth turnout in Colorado, mostly Democratic voters, dropped from being 
20% of the electorate, one in five voters, to 14%.  The youth turnout it held steady, guess what?  Probably would've produced 
enough votes to put Udall over the top.  Let's take a look at another example, North Carolina. 
  
Republican Thom Tillis beat the Democratic incumbent Kay Hagan by a little more than 45,000 votes.  Had the African American 
turnout been the same percentage of the electorate as it was in 2012, Senator Hagan easily may have won.  In fact, it would've 
produced 56,000 more votes, would've led to a different outcome. 
  
So what does all this mean for 2016?  Many have argued that you need someone like Barack Obama at the top of the ballot to get 
the kind of turnout that favors the Democrats, or at least favored them in '08 and '12.  Well, if that's true, the Democrats could have 
a problem.  Barack Obama's not going to be at the top of the ticket. 
  
But the long-term shift in demographics in the United States as a whole probably will help the Democratic party in the next 
presidential election when turnout will be higher.  Experts expect the white vote turnout to be about 69%.  And that alone could 
help almost any Democrat no matter who's at the top of the ticket, even if his name or her name is not Barack Obama. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back, a little earlier I discussed the politics of healthcare with Secretary Burwell and Governor Jindal.  But what 
difference has the Affordable Care Act made to the millions of Americans who have signed up for coverage?  I asked my colleague 
Anne Thompson to take a look at two states, Texas and Illinois.  They took very different approaches to the law. 
                          
(BEGIN TAPE) 
                                  
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
Everything is bigger in Texas.  Including the opposition to the Affordable Care Act. 
                                                           
ROBERT MAYFIELD: 
And it's going to be more taxes on all the Texas people.  I mean, that's a trap if it was one, it seems to me. 



                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
1,000 miles away in the land of Lincoln and the current president, it's also called the ACA and embraced. 
                                                           
KEITH MOON: 
The ACA saved us. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
One year later, two states with very different assessments.  Robert Mayfield has a sizzling business in Austin, Texas.  He owns a 
burger joint and six Dairy Queens, employing just under 100 people at above minimum wage. 
                                                           
ROBERT MAYFIELD: 
We pay $10 an hour to start.  We don't have to.  We don't do that because we're nice guys.  We do that because we get the best 
people. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
Mayfield wants to expand the business started by his father in 1949.  But going over that 100 employee mark means he would have 
to offer healthcare to most of his full-time workers or pay penalties under the law's employer mandate. 
                                                           
ROBERT MAYFIELD: 
These costs the government imposes on a business, they don't come out of the air.  You know, if we have to pay them, we've got to 
pass them on, or we don't stay in business. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
And if 30 hours a week is how the law defines a full-time worker, forget expansion.  Mayfield says he may have to cut hours or jobs. 
                                                           
ROBERT MAYFIELD: 
We've got some people that I care very much about that have worked for us ten, 12 years.  You know, what do I do with them? 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
Texas has the highest percentage of uninsured in the nation,  some six million people.  Only 733,000 signed up for the ACA. 
                                                           
REP. JOHN ZERWAS: 
It was just characterized that this is going to be the panacea to our uninsured issues out there.  Well, it's not and it never was. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
State Representative John Zerwas says he hears complaints from people who paid more for less coverage.  And though Texas 
rejected the Medicaid expansion, this Republican doctor is open to other ways. 
                                                           
REP. JOHN ZERWAS: 
There is the possibility to look at ways of how we provide insurance for some kind of program available to this million, million and a 
half people.  For which there's not an option for right now. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
In Washington, the incoming Republican majority vows to repeal the law.  Fighting words in Keith Moon's house outside Chicago. 
                                                           
KEITH MOON: 
If you don't want to repeal this law and the people that won't extend Medicaid, they sit there with insurance, you go without 
insurance for two years and tell me how you feel. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
Moon's family did after he and his wife Joyce lost their jobs.  Joyce's pre-existing thyroid condition pushed the price tag for insurance 
to an unaffordable $1,750 a month. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON: 
As a husband, your wife isn't getting the attention she needs. 
                                                           
KEITH MOON: 



It was terrible.  You felt awful about that. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
Now with the ACA, they pay $300 a month.  And Joyce gets the care she needs. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON: 
One year later, what's the emotional difference? 
                          
KEITH MOON: 
You don't have that overhanging stress and risk of medical bankruptcy.  So you have that burden lift from your shoulders is just, I 
don't even know how to put it in words. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE): 
In Illinois, of the 1.2 million people eligible, more than 700,000 signed up. 
                                                           
BRIAN GORMAN: 
Because of the coverage in the Affordable Care Act, a lot of people are more likely to live.  Families are less likely to go bankrupt. 
                                                           
ANNE THOMPSON (ON TAPE):     
Entering year two, the Affordable Care Act has not healed the divide it created.  For Meet the Press, Anne Thompson. 
                          
(END TAPE) 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
Now for a deep dive on the policy, I'm joined by Dr. Toby Cosgrove, head of the Cleveland Clinic, Neera Tanden, President of the 
Center for American Progress.  She worked with the White House and in the White House to developed President Obama healthcare 
law, and Avik Roy, he's a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research and opinion editor for Forbes, who advised 
Mitt Romney on healthcare.  Welcome to all of you.  Dr. Cosgrove, let me start with you.  Affordable Care Act, is it working? 
                                                           
DR. TOBY COSGROVE: 
Well, we've seen several good things happen.  It's really started out to decrease the cost.  And the jury's not in on that yet.  And you 
have to understand that costs are not just about the individual.  They're also about the cost for healthcare across the nation.  It 
certainly has improved. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And you, as the head of the Cleveland Clinic, you would know. 
                                                           
DR. TOBY COSGROVE: 
Well, we certainly have seen that, yes. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And so you feel like costs have come down? 
                                                           
DR. TOBY COSGROVE: 
We are working very hard to bring costs down.  We realize that the pressure is on healthcare providers across the country to try and 
make care more affordable and greater efficiency, and at the same time, bring up quality.  And we've seen the national quality 
indicators go up and we certainly have seen access increased across the country.  So there are the main thing that we're seeing is the 
jury is not in yet on how we're doing as far as costs across the country is concerned. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Avik? 
                                                           
AVIK ROY: 
Hospital costs are going up. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But I was just going to say, first year, is it not the doom and gloom that was predicted? 
                                                           



AVIK ROY: 
Well, so hospital costs and the underlying cost of insurance for people to buy coverage on their own did go up in year one for 
ObamaCare.  It's stable this year from those higher levels.  But a big part of what's happening that a lot of people haven't been 
paying attention to is as more people are on Medicaid and Medicare, the big government insurance plans, hospitals across the 
country are merging in order to have higher market power to raise prices on people with private insurance. 
  
And thereby increase premiums for people with private insurance.  We're seeing that actually in Northeastern Ohio, the Cleveland 
Clinic recently merged with the hospital system in Akron.  Now, Toby's situation might be an exception.  But in general, these 
mergers have led not so much to increased quality, but to higher prices.  On average, 44% higher prices for things like knee 
replacements and angioplasty and heart surgery compared to what they were like in competitive markets in the old days. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Neera, you're shaking your head. 
                                                           
NEERA TANDEN: 
Just to clarify, we actually have data on these things.  And premiums, national premiums, are coming down.  Premiums that people 
are paying, your out-of-pocket costs are actually coming down.  We used to have double-digit increases over the last couple years, 
those come down.  So it's true that the healthcare system is transforming itself, because there is a lot of pressure to bring costs 
down. 
  
There is greater concentration in some areas.  Sometimes, and in most of those cases, the world we're seeing is that there's better 
value for the patient.  So I'm happy to discuss the ins and outs of particular areas, but as a national plan, we have national numbers 
and medical inflation is down.  And it's translating into lower premium increases. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Dr. Cosgrove, what's the next metric? 
                                                           
DR. TOBY COSGROVE: 
Well, the metrics are going to be around quality transparency and the transparency around costs.  And we're going to see both of 
those happen over time.  And that will bring the marketplace to a real marketplace.  We need to have people understand and have a 
part in how much they are paying for their health care.  And we really need to move from sick care to well care. 
  
And that's going to require that people get involved in their care and understand what they're doing.  And at the end of the day, you 
have to understand that the health of the country is only as good as the health of its citizens.  And we need to work on that hard. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Avik, what would you be advising Republicans to do right now?  Do you try to dismantle the law, or do you try to improve it? 
                                                           
AVIK ROY: 
I think you try to make changes to the law based on things that you think the president can sign, whether it's bipartisan support. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So you wouldn't be going for the kill on this? 
                                                           
AVIK ROY: 
No, I mean, they're going to have a vote on repeal, because the base really wants it.  They've made that promise to the voters, and 
that's fine.  But Republicans in the next two years really have to start thinking constructively about how to make the healthcare 
system better.  One of those is to increase access to coverage, access to care. 
  
But a big part of how you increase access to care is to make it less expensive.  The average day spent in a hospital in the United 
States costs five times what it does in the typical industrial country.  That's way too high.  And it's not enough to just say, "Okay, 
we're increasing hospital costs by 2% or 3% next year."  We've got to bring it down. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And Neera, that's one part of this law that didn't, you know, it really focused on insurance coverage.  It was having a harder time to 
go after the cost. 
                                                           
NEERA TANDEN: 



Well, we do have national health expenditures that have been lowering.  And I think that's in part because of the ACA, but a lot of 
other factors as well. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Sure, economics. 
                                                           
NEERA TANDEN: 
You know, the economic downturn has had some pressure as well.  I think the thing that we have to distinguish is that out-of-pocket 
costs have been going up for consumers.  That's a ten-year trend.  Those employers have been shifting.  So I think that's the next 
area for Democrats, I hope Republicans, the next area to really concentrate on.  How much consumers are paying.  The law has 
actually had a big benefit here because premiums are coming down.  But people have to, you know, that's a huge issue for all 
people. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly. 
                                                           
DR. TOBY COSGROVE: 
We have to understand also we're going to have a shortage of doctors and nurses.  800,000 nurses in a decade and another 130,000 
doctor shortage.  And we have to address that before it gets to be a real crisis. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Dr. Cosgrove, Avik Roy, Neera Tanden, a little substance with people's Sunday morning breakfast we thought would be 
good-- 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
--a little policy-wonkish.  Thank you all for this.  We'll be back in 15 seconds with more from the political panel. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  The panel is still here.  And I want to pick up on quickly on the healthcare conversation.  Carly Fiorina, would 
you be advising for repeal at this point in time?  And do you think at some point, you've got to almost stop talking about repeal, or 
no? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
I think that the Republican House will pass the bill that repeals it.  I think ultimately this bill does need to be repealed. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And you don't think the Senate will? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
No, I don't think the Senate will.  Let me tell you why I think it needs to be repealed utilities.  You know, what happens when you 
have vast legislative overreach is you don't particularly fix the problem you started out to fix and you create problems for everyone 
else.  And that's what we've done. 
  
The number of uninsured isn't coming down fast enough.  Preexisting conditions, I'm a cancer survivor.  Of course that should not be 
a reason not to get health insurance, but they keep talking about premiums.  What they don't talk about is everyone's deductibles 
have gone up.  What they don't talk about is not enough people are getting insured.  And very created so many other problems.  You 
referenced Jonathan Gruber before.  This law is longer than a Harry Potter novel.  It's been accompanied of tens of thousands of 
paper regulation. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But shouldn't have-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 



I never understood the-- 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
Of course nobody understands it. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But in the health-- 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
It created problems for everyone. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
But of course, the healthcare, you're going to write a big, long law.  Or you don't? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
Well, or, you can go to the one force that we know reliably improves quality and lowers costs and it's called competition.  The health 
insurance market has never been competitive.  It was crony capitalism, the way this bill was written between the health insurance 
companies trying to protect their franchises and big government. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, Reid Wilson, you helped me a lot on my book, Stranger.  And when went through the healthcare thing, clearly passing the bill 
became more important than sometimes the words in the bill. 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
It did.  And within the White House, there was a lot sort of overcorrection for the mistakes that the Clintons had made.  They ceded 
a lot of power, a lot of writing authority to Capitol Hill.  That didn't work because of some internal dynamics within the Democratic 
Conference up there especially in the Senate.  So this is, you know, a political problem for the president.  From the first day of his 
administration, it has plagued him.  And it will continue to do so in the last two years of his serve. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Chris Matthews, if you're the administration, you know, Sylvia Burwell admitted, they still haven't marketed health care 
very well. 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
I agree with that.  But I want to go back to the basis, the genesis of this bill.  And it's the same as the fight over immigration.  As long 
as you have an intractable opposition, I mean, I was hoping we could get Orrin Hatch on this health care bill.  I was hoping that Mike 
Enzi, these are all good people, they were negotiating.  They all fell off because of fear of the tea party people.  Same with 
immigration.  Please God have a meeting between the president and the speaker in the House this week before this-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You think they need to meet before? 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Meeting in public.  I'd like it on television.  What is your opposition to this immigration bill?  Is it we don't have enough 
enforcement?  I'll give you more enforcement.  Is it hiring rules?  We're going to enforce them.  I promise you we're going to enforce 
them.  What do you want?  So you're absolutely against any kind of amnesty for people who have been here 20, 30 years, absolutely 
against it? 
  
So what then when the president issues the executive order, people will understand he really tried to negotiate.  Let me tell you 
something, we're negotiating with Tehran right now.  We're desperately trying to cut a deal over nuclear weapons to the last 
moment.  Why don't we have negotiations going on right now between the two sides? 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, he brings up a point, and I can hear Republicans now echoing, he'll negotiate with the Iranians, he won't negotiate with 
us on immigration. 
                                                           



HELENE COOPER: 
I think though for the Republicans, though, there's also-- 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
That's not the way I said it. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
No, I'm telling you how you're going to get requoted. 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Right. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
No, you and I both know that. 
                                                           
HELENE COOPER: 
You're right.  You're absolutely right. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
No, that's how he's going to get requoted. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
But they want to negotiate though, Chuck. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHRIS MATTHEWS:           
Well, they need to tape more television shows.  What's their opposition to immigration?  I'm sorry, Helene. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quick. 
                                                           
HELENE COOPER: 
I think that for the Republicans, there's going to be a danger of overreach as well.  Because they right now control the Senate and if 
they're going to go and shut down the government over an immigration bill, they're going to go after repealing healthcare, what are 
they going to be for? 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, that's what they have to figure out.  Alright, before I let you go, we thought we'd end on a happy note.  The president of course 
is on his way home from the G20 summit in Australia.  Reportedly, there were some edgy exchanges of course and some meetings 
between the leaders, Russian President Putin. 
  
But being Australia, the host brought out some cuddly koalas to relieve any tension as the summit ended.  Well, look at that.  Putin 
and a koala.  This is like him posing with an animal that wasn't faked, by the way.  There's the president, almost getting tickled by a 
koala.  Is this just a reminder that just everything goes better with animals?  Right?  Everybody's in a happier mood when-- 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
You want an Irish joke? 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, go quick. 
 
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Okay. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 



Uh-oh. 
                                                           
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
An Irishman is trying to get through immigration.  The guy says, "Do you have a criminal record?"  He said, "No, is it still required?" 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Oh, ouch.  Ouch.  Carly Fiorina, before I let you go, how serious are you about running for president? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
That'll be something I consider at the right time. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So are you considering? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
Well, when people ask you over and over again, you have to pause and reflect.  So I'll pause and reflect at the right time. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
So that means it's something you're pondering?  You're going to go Iowa soon? 
                                                           
CARLY FIORINA: 
You have to ponder when people keep asking.  And I've been to Iowa plenty to help women engage and isn't it fantastic that Joni 
Ernst won? 
                                                           
REID WILSON: 
There's a direct flight out of DCA now. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  That's all for today.  We'll be back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
                                                           
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 11/23/14 -- SENATORS PUSH FOR IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION; GIULIANI: FERGUSON GRAND JURY “UNDER 
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Flake: “We ought to put legislation on the president’s desk.” Menendez: Obama’s executive action is “absolutely” constitutional 
Giuliani and Dyson argue over violence in black communities 

NOVEMBER 23, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured a discussion on immigration reform with two members 
of the “Gang of Eight,” Senators Jeff Flake (R-AZ) andRobert Menendez (D-NJ); a conversation about the Ferguson trial 
with Anthony Gray, the lawyer for Michael Brown’s family, former New York City mayor Rudy Giuliani, and Georgetown 
professor Michael Eric Dyson; a look at the future of U.S. energy with author Daniel Yergin and Shell Oil Company’s John 
Hofmeister; and insight from the political panel: NBC's Joe Scarborough, former New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson (D), Amy 
Walter of The Cook Political Report, and MSNBC and Telemundo anchor Jose Diaz-Balart.   
 
The program also included a report from John Yang on Arizona’s reaction to the president’s immigration announcement, an update 
from Ron Allen on the ground in Ferguson, MO; and a look at the life of former DC mayor Marion Barry. 
  
Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online at http://www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
  
# # # 
 
Sen. Flake: “the president moved beyond his authority” with executive action on immigration 
 
CHUCK TODD: Do you think it's appropriate to sue the president on his action? 
 



SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: I do think that the president moved beyond his authority, no less than The Washington Post editorial board 
has opined about that.  Having said that, for my role in the Senate, I think we ought to put legislation on the president's desk.  That 
ought to be the response. 
 
 
Sen. Menendez: the president’s action “absolutely” meets a constitutional test 
 
CHUCK TODD: Are you comfortable that this meets a constitutional test? 
 
SENATOR BOB MENENDEZ: Oh, absolutely. … And over a hundred constitutional law professors in the country have issued 
statements to the president before he acted that this was well within his authority.  So look, as a result of the president's actions, 
more felons will be deported, more border patrol will be at the southern border, more people will pay taxes, and more families will 
be able to stay together.  I think those are goals that are worthy of being achieved. 
 
 
Flake and Menendez stress “persistent, urgent need” for more legislation on immigration reform 
 
CHUCK TODD: Senator Flake, are you against the policy that the President's implementing?  It doesn't sound like you are. 
 
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: No, I should say that we did much of what the president did. ... The problem is the way he did it is going to 
make it very difficult to move the other parts of immigration reform that we really need.  So it's not that he did something that we 
wouldn't have done otherwise.  It's the way he went about it. 
 
CHUCK TODD: Senator Menendez, I want to pick up on that point.  I've heard this from others who actually, activists, who now worry 
because the president did this, there's no urgency anymore to pass immigration reform in Congress. 
 
SENATOR BOB MENENDEZ: Well, that couldn't be farther from the truth. … There's still clearly a persistent, urgent need to do 
that.  The president could not and did not extend his legal authority beyond that which he could.  Which is why he can't deal with 
the whole issue.  Only Congress can do that.  We did it in the Senate.  The House needs to act.  There's only one person stopping us 
from achieving this.  And that's Speaker Boehner.  Put the bill on the floor.  I believe it would pass, and we would move forward. 
 
 
Flake: “we ought to move beyond” Benghazi 
 
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: Well, I've always thought the biggest problem with Benghazi is how it was cast by the administration and the 
remarks that Susan Rice just really threw in the face of what we knew was going on.  But with regard to the other things that were 
addressed by this report, well, yes, I thought for a long time that we ought to move beyond that. 
 
 
Anthony Gray: the Ferguson trial “may be therapeutic for the community” but he is “concerned about the process itself”  
 
CHUCK TODD: What are you concerned about in this process?  Are you concerned about the secrecy, or are you simply concerned 
that they're not going to indict? 
 
ANTHONY GRAY: Well, I'm not concerned that they're not going to indict.  I am concerned about the process itself. … There's just a 
level of distrust over the whole process and those that are involved in the process that I think that that's adding a level of anxiety to 
this whole situation that doesn't have to be necessary had they done things a little bit differently in the beginning. 
 
CHUCK TODD: You believe if there is a trial, even if it's a trial that the cop is found innocent, Officer Wilson is found innocent, that 
having the trial itself will be therapeutic for the community? 
 
ANTHONY GRAY: I think it may be therapeutic, but you've got to understand, Chuck, there are people that are locked and loaded 
into how they feel about this situation.  And anything short of reaching their full expectation, will just never be satisfied.  And you've 
got that small, or maybe perhaps a large group of people that feel that way.  And I'm not so sure if it'd be therapeutic for them.  It 
may be therapeutic for the community however. 
 
 
Giuliani on Gov. Nixon’s preemptive state of emergency: “I would’ve kept it quiet” 



 
RUDY GIULIANI: It's hard to second-guess a governor in a situation like that.  What I would've done, and I've had three situations 
similar to this, I would've had a state of emergency, but I would've kept it quiet.  In other words, I would've kept my police on alert, 
I'd have kept them in places where you couldn't see them.  Be ready in a moment's notice to stop any kind of violence. But maybe 
not do it in advance. 
 
 
Giuliani: “this grand jury is under incredible pressure to indict” 
 
RUDY GIULIANI: What I'm concerned about is no one is explaining the grand jury to people.  I mean, we're not educating 
people.  Grand juries are secret to protect innocent people.  That's why they're secret.  It's a federal crime to release information 
from a grand jury.  Because a grand jury has a very low burden to prove probable cause to commit a crime.  And this grand jury is 
under incredible pressure, incredible pressure to indict.  I feel sorry for these people because they know if they walk out of that 
grand jury room and have not indicted, they may have created a massive riot in their city and maybe throughout the United 
States.  To me, that kind of pressure is completely inconsistent with the American criminal justice system.  And the people who are 
putting on that pressure should be ashamed of themselves. 
  
 
Dyson spars with Giuliani: “White people who are policemen who kill black people do not go to jail.” 
 
RUDY GIULIANI: Right.  I was glad to see that we weren't, by the way.  But the fact is, I find it very disappointing that you're not 
discussing the fact that 93% of blacks in America are killed by other blacks.  We're talking about the exception here. 
 
… 
 
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: Black people who kill black people go to jail.  White people who are policemen who kill black people do not 
go to jail.  If a jury can indict a ham sandwich, why is it taking so long? 
 
# # #  
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“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
November 23, 2014 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
This Sunday, tension in America on two fronts:  race and immigration.  In Ferguson, Missouri, ground zero for racial tensions. 
                                       
RASHEEN ALDRIDGE: 
Once you push so far, what do you do?  You fight back. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
The governor preemptively declares a state of emergency. 
                                       
JAY NIXON: 
Well, I'm not preparing for that.  I'm preparing for peace. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And the nation waits to find out if a white police officer will be indicted for killing an unarmed black teenager.  We'll go live to 
Ferguson.  And in Washington, where Republicans vow to fight the president. 
                                       
JOHN BOEHNER: 
You're damaging the presidency itself. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
After he unveils a sweeping executive action to get five million undocumented immigrants the right to stay and work legally in this 
country. 



                                   
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
Our immigration system is broken.  And everybody knows it. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Plus an American icon accused.  Bill Cosby remains silent over multiple accusations of sexual assault as he loses a sitcom deal and 
Hollywood seems to walk away from him while venues cancel shows.  And remembering former Washington D.C. mayor, Marion 
Barry.  She died overnight at the age of 78. 
  
I'm Chuck Todd and joining me to provide insight and analysis are NBC's Joe Scarborough, former Democratic governor of New 
Mexico, Bill Richardson, Amy Walter of The Cook Political Report, and MSNBC and Telemundo anchor, Jose Diaz-Balart.  Welcome to 
Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
                                   
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And good morning.  Two big stories dominating the news this Sunday.  We're going to go live to Ferguson, Missouri in a few 
minutes.  But first, it's the aftermath of the president's decision on immigration.  In total, about five million undocumented 
immigrants are now shielded from deportation under President Obama's plan.  Who are these five million? 
  
About four million are undocumented parents of legal American residents.  And about 300,000 are young people who were brought 
to the country illegally but when they were children.  The plan also applies to immigrants who have been in the U.S. for five years or 
more and they can pass a background check. 
  
What's not there?  Six million aren't covered at all and there is no pathway to citizenship right now for those five million that are 
covered.  Deportations are being halted, but only for three years.  There's also tougher border security being promised and 
deportation focus that is on new immigrant arrivals as well as criminals.  Now in the aftermath, the GOP has been unified on one 
issue:  how they describe the president. 
                                       
JOHN BOEHNER 
He's not an emperor.  But he's sure acting like one. 
                                       
TED CRUZ: 
An unaccountable monarch. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And now the question is whether or not Republicans can get a bill passed through Congress.  The president says he's done his part. 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
I cajoled and I called and I met.  I told John Boehner, "Yeah, I'll wash your car.  I'll walk your dog.  Whatever you need to do.  Just call 
the bill." 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I asked my colleague John Yang to go down to Arizona to get a firsthand look at how people on the ground are reacting to the 
president's plan. 
                                   
(BEGIN TAPE)     
 
JOHN YANG: 
El Mirage, Arizona, outside Phoenix, is the kind of place where President Obama's immigration policies become real, potentially 
changing lives. 
                                       
MAIRA GOMEZ: 
I'm going to be able to go to college now. 
                                       
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
Maira Gomez, brought here against the law from El Salvador by her parents ten years ago, is now eligible for protection. 



                                       
JOHN YANG: 
What do you want to study? 
                                       
MAIRA GOMEZ: 
I want to become a nurse and then become a detective. 
                                       
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
Sixteen-year-old Maria Flores watched the president on her laptop at soccer practice. 
                                       
JOHN YANG: 
How did you feel? 
                                       
MARIA FLORES: 
I felt happy because, you know, my mom’s going to be -- you know, she's going to come out of the shadows. 
                                   
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
Maria's a citizen because she was born in Arizona.  But her single mother is an undocumented, Mexican immigrant.  Now her mom 
may work legally and not worry about being deported. 
                                       
JOHN YANG: 
Tell me what that's like to live in the shadows. 
                                       
MARIA FLORES: 
It's a really, you know, a big thing because, like, a lot of people are, like, you know, scared of, you know, sheriffs, you know, getting 
deported.  Or, like, you know, not seeing their families ever again. 
                                       
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
Which is Maricopa County, where Sheriff Joe Arpaio is known for his tough stand on illegal immigration.  He's already suing to block 
the new policy, calling it a "free pass" for undocumented immigrants. 
                                       
JOE ARPAIO: 
What about all the millions of people that come into our country, they wait for years to get here, and they do it the right way, and 
now how do you think they feel when you give them a "get out of jail" card free to these five million people? 
                                       
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
We asked a number of Republican groups for comment and they declined.   
 
JOHN YANG: 
El Mirage was founded by migrant farm workers from Mexico who wanted to put down roots of their own.  Today, their descendants 
and newer arrivals, both documented and undocumented, still play a crucial role in the area's economy.   
 
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
No one knows how many undocumented immigrants already work illegally on farms, in restaurants, or in construction. 
                                       
JOHN YANG: 
What would it mean to this community if everyone who was undocumented was deported? 
                                       
MAIRA GOMEZ: 
This community would become like a ghost town.  It'll be empty. 
                                       
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
Fourth generation West Valley farmer Kevin Rogers says the new policy helps agriculture get the workers it needs. 
                                       
KEVIN ROGERS: 
Today's folks don't want to work in the field.  They don't want to drive my hay baler at 3:00 in the morning.  They don't want to 
harvest lettuce.  This is a career they choose not to do even at $10, $15 an hour they choose not to do that. 
                                       



JOHN YANG (V/O): 
For Maria Flores, it means hope for the future. 
                                       
MARIA FLORES: 
Go to college, you know, I'll have a better life.  And I'll go through what mom has been through. 
                                       
JOHN YANG (V/O): 
The kind of future anyone would wish for the next generation.  For Meet the Press John Yang, El Mirage, Arizona. 
                                   
(END TAPE) 
     
CHUCK TODD: 
Again, a lot of Republican groups in Arizona did not want to respond on camera when we sent John Yang down there.  I'm joined 
now by two members of so-called "gang of eight."  They were the ones who drafted a bipartisan immigration bill in 2013 that passed 
the Senate only to essentially die in the House.  Though technically, there's still a few more weeks of the session there. 
  
Republican Senator Jeff Flake of Arizona and Democrat Bob Menendez of New Jersey.  Thank you both for joining me.  Senator Flake, 
let me start with you.  Very quickly, Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio, his lawsuit, there's possibly a couple others that states may 
file.  Do you support Arpaio's lawsuit against the president? 
                                       
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: 
Well, what I think we ought to do is put legislation on the president's desk.  You know, the president has only addressed one small 
portion of what needs to be done with immigration reform.  We've got to do border security, interior enforcement, guest worker 
plan, and have a mechanism to deal with those who are here illegal.  He has done one portion of the latter.  So I'd rather move 
legislation on the other three items and put it on his desk.  That would be my approach. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I understand that.  But so are you for or against this lawsuit? 
                                       
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: 
I haven't even seen the lawsuit.  So I don't know what it contains.  I do think that-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think it's appropriate to sue the president on his action? 
                                       
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: 
I do think that the president moved beyond his authority, no less than The Washington Post editorial board has opined about 
that.  Having said that, for my role in the Senate, I think we ought to put legislation on the president's desk.  That ought to be the 
response. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Menendez, let me pick up on legal case here.  The question is whether the president can be impacting millions of people 
with prosecutorial discretion and things like that.  Are you comfortable that this meets a constitutional test? 
                                       
SENATOR BOB MENENDEZ: 
Oh, absolutely.  Look, 11 presidents going back to President Eisenhower on 39 separate occasions issued executive actions on 
immigration over the last 60 years.  And the most recent significant one was President Reagan and the first President Bush, who 
issued executive actions that protected 1.5 million undocumented people in the country, which is about 40% of all the 
undocumented in the country at the time. 
  
And over a hundred constitutional law professors in the country have issued statements to the president before he acted that this 
was well within his authority.  So look, as a result of the president's actions, more felons will be deported, more border patrol will be 
at the southern border, more people will pay taxes, and more families will be able to stay together.  I think those are goals that are 
worthy of being achieved. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 



Senator Flake, are you against the policy that the President's implementing?  It doesn't sound like you are. 
                                       
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: 
No, I should say that we did much of what the president did.  In fact, it went even further in the Senate bill.  And almost every piece 
of comprehensive or other immigration legislation has been proposed in Congress did at least what the president did.  The problem 
is the way he did it is going to make it very difficult to move the other parts of immigration reform that we really need.  So it's not 
that he did something that we wouldn't have done otherwise.  It's the way he went about it. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Menendez, I want to pick up on that point.  I've heard this from others who actually, activists, who now worry because the 
president did this, there's no urgency anymore to pass immigration reform in Congress. 
                                       
SENATOR BOB MENENDEZ: 
Well, that couldn't be farther from the truth.  Look, I think that the bill that Senator Flake and I put together, along with others, that 
got 68 out of 100 votes in the Senate.  We don't get those kinds of votes on major, contentious issues.  We did over a year and a half 
ago, it's been languishing in the House.  They still have time to pass that bill and do the comprehensive nature that will strengthen 
our security, promote our economy, and preserve our history as a nation of immigrants. 
  
And so there's still clearly a persistent, urgent need to do that.  The president could not and did not extend his legal authority 
beyond that which he could.  Which is why he can't deal with the whole issue.  Only Congress can do that.  We did it in the 
Senate.  The House needs to act.  There's only one person stopping us from achieving this.  And that's Speaker Boehner.  Put the bill 
on the floor.  I believe it would pass, and we would move forward. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Alright, I'm going to table immigration here for a second.  Ask you both one quick foreign policy question.  Senator Flake, House 
Republican led intelligence committee released a Benghazi report, and basically, it's pretty exculpatory.  The key findings:  no 
intelligent failure prior to the attack. 
  
Security at C.I.A. facilities were sufficient.  Yes, security at state department facilities were inadequate, and yes, some of the 
development of the talking points that Susan Rice used were flawed.  But no wrongdoing, none of the conspiracies found.  Is it time 
for Republicans to drop the Benghazi conspiracy theories? 
                                       
SENATOR JEFF FLAKE: 
Well, I've always thought the biggest problem with Benghazi is how it was cast by the administration and the remarks that Susan 
Rice just really threw in the face of what we knew was going on.  But with regard to the other things that were addressed by this 
report, well, yes, I thought for a long time that we ought to move beyond that. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Senator Menendez, the president now is announcing that he's going to be expanding the presence of troops in Afghanistan beyond 
2014.  Vice President Joe Biden had famously said in 2011, "They're getting out of there in 2014 come hell or high water."  That's not 
going to happen.  Are you comfortable with the president's decision? 
                                       
SENATOR BOB MENENDEZ: 
Well, look, we have to preserve the very essence of what we achieved in Afghanistan, in pursuit of our national interest and national 
security.  That means making sure the Taliban isn't resurging.  And that makes sure that along the Afghan/Pakistan border, we deal 
with the remnants of Al Qaeda that still are there.  So I think those actions are appropriate.  And on the other issue, I'm glad the 
witch hunt is finally over.  That's the bipartisan report that you referred to in Benghazi, and it's time to move forward and have 
embassy security that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee passed. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly, Senator Menendez, is the Afghanistan decision a lesson learned by the president you think on what's going on in Iraq? 
                                       
SENATOR BOB MENENDEZ: 
Well, they're not exactly the same.  And obviously, in Afghanistan, this leadership, the new presidency invited us and has signed a 
bilateral security agreement that was essential for us to have our troops there.  In Iraq, we couldn't get former Prime Minister Maliki 
to agree to that.  And that's a big difference. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 



All right.  Senator Bob Menendez, Democrat from New Jersey, Senator Jeff Flake, a Republican from Arizona, thank you both for 
joining me.  I want to bring the panel in right now.  Joe Scarborough, Bill Richardson, Amy Walter, Jose Diaz-Balart.  Joe, let me put 
up some fascinating poll numbers that is a reminder that politics is everything when it comes to immigration. 
  
Here's December, 2006.  President Bush's plan for undocumented immigrants, among Democrats, a majority opposed it.  Come 
2014, in the NBC Wall Street Journal poll, President Obama's plan for undocumented immigrants, a majority of Democrats, 63% 
were in favor.  Now let me show you Republicans. 
  
Republicans for President Bush, a majority, a smaller majority, a majority were in favor of his plan back in 2006.  Essentially, the 
same plan that President Obama's pushing.  And guess what?  We're near 80% of Republicans opposing it.  Are you shocked that the 
political party of the president matters so much? 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Well, Republicans and a lot of Democrats turned on W. Bush as he went further in the immigration debate.  Turned on John McCain, 
almost caused his presidential campaign to go under in 2008.  So this is a really tough decision for either party to approach. 
  
But for the Republican party, I think the President's overstepped his bounds.  I think what he's done may be proven to be 
unconstitutional, if you look at case law and you go back to Youngstown.  That said, the Republicans have a lot of choices to 
make.  We've been talking about hearing about impeachment, political suicide, shutdowns, political suicide, defunding.  It's just not 
possible. 
  
What are you going to do?  You've got a system right now that has 11.3 illegal immigrants in this country and you can only deport 
400,000 a year.  You're going to defund those agencies even more?  So it looks like it's turning to the Supreme Court makes the most 
sense.  And if they just use the words that President Obama used in 2011, 2012, 2013, where having said-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, actually this now, Joe, I'll play them so you don't have to read them. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
This is not how a democracy works. This is not how our constitution works. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Because I want to set up Jose over here.  Let me play those remarks of the president himself questioning his legal authority. 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
There are enough laws on the books by Congress that are very clear in terms of how we have to enforce our immigration 
system.  That for me, it's just simply through executive order, ignore those Congressional mandates, would not conform with my 
appropriate role as president.  We start broadening that, then essentially I would be ignoring the law in a way that I think would be 
very difficult to defend legally.  I'm not the emperor of the United States.  My job is to execute laws that are passed. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Jose, you've done a ton of reporting on this.  We're finding quite a few legal scholars that are questioning its legality. 
                                       
JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
Yeah and the purposes of that interview that I had with him in context, that was the 30th of January, 2013, the first time he went 
back to Del Sol, a school in Los Angeles. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And he was cajoling.  He was hoping to-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
He was optimistic. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
That's right. 
                                       



JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
And I've got to tell you something.  He felt that he did not have the authority to, for example, and that was a very specific question I 
asked him, "Why not include DACA parents?"  You know, parents of DACA kids.  And he said, "I don't have the authority." 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Which, he didn't include them in the-- 
                                       
JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
Which he did not do. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
That's right. 
                                       
JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
And that's important to say.  Now, on the issue of deportation, when you've got a wishy-washy president on immigration, the last six 
years, there have been more than two million deportations in this country.  That's the entire population of Houston that has been 
deported.  And every single time someone is deported, the question that many ask is, "Well, what about those kids that are born in 
the United States of America?  Should they have their families destroyed because their parents are undocumented?"  He's dealing 
with this issue because the House of Representatives didn't do squat. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
But you just fell.  And I've got to say this, every time I see the White House or Democrats say, "Well, he had to do this because 
Congress wouldn't do anything on it," I know there are liberal justices that  cringe because they go, "Okay, that's what the 
separation of powers is for." And if you go back to controlling precedent, the president's executive orders are looked at most 
suspiciously when he does something that is against the will-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
--of Congress. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Go ahead, you were with the president I know on Friday.  But should he have given Congress five more months? He essentially said, 
"I'm going to sign this order on June 1st if you don't act." 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Oh, I think the president didn't take this action before the election, respecting the will of-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think that was the right call? 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
No.  I think he should've done it. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Because I think it would have increased turnout in Colorado.  But look, I was around.  I voted for this, I'm that old.  I voted for the-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, '86, yeah. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
And then George Bush, President George Herbert Walker Bush signed an executive order exactly like this, 1.4 million, 40% like 
President Obama did, and there was no uproar, because they did the right thing. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH 
But that was-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Ronald-- 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
--to a specific bill though.  That's what the president will order today-- 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
But it was families. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
No, it was families. 
                                       
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
This was such a critical point. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, and if it's-- 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
That was pertaining to a 1986 bill passed by Congress, it was clean up operations.  This was the-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
It was cleaning up a bill.  It is different. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Right.  The president here is making new policy because he doesn't like what Congress has not done.  That makes all the difference. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Very quickly. 
                                       
AMY WALTER: 
It's very surprising that Republicans knew this was coming, and they keep talking about-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--have a response. 
                                   
AMY WALTER: 
Let's have a response.  This has been coming down the pike for months. 



                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Months. Its almost here. 
                                       
AMY WALTER: 
Something, anything. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
AMY WALTER: 
Here is your bill. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Exactly. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Let me--the politics, ten million families are now affected by this act and by the Affordable Care Act. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And they're going to be loyal. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
And they're going to be loyal.  They're going to remember. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, that is-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
--so is Maria Flores and her family. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, I'm going to pause, you guys. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
--like Jeff Flake said, they have to pass legislation. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
That's right.  I think you're absolutely right why Flake went there.  I'm going to pause it here.  We're going to have more on this, I 
promise.  Coming up, the tension of what the grand jury will do in the Ferguson shooting case.  We'll be there live. 
 
***Commercial Break*** 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Marion Barry died overnight after a brief stay in a Washington D.C. hospital.  Barry rose to national prominence as mayor of 
Washington D.C.  He was a commanding presence for decades.  He served four terms as mayor and one term in prison.  Marion was 
a civil rights leader who became mayor, a symbol of self governance for African Americans who put many blacks in positions 
previously reserved for whites. 
  
But he also struggled with addiction and famously was arrested in a sting operation in a Washington hotel.  He had been lured there 
by a former lover.  And while that arrest is what many Americans outside Washington remember, for Washingtonians, at least for 
some of them, they forgive him because of his days as a civil rights leader.  Marion Barry was 78. 
 
* * *Commercial Break* * * 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  The eyes of the nation are focused on Ferguson, Missouri, where residents are awaiting a grand jury decision on 
whether police officer Darren Wilson will stand trial for shooting dead 18 year old Michael Brown in August.  That killing triggered 
violent confrontations between protesters and police in the town outside of Saint Louis over the summer. 
  
Missouri Governor Jay Nixon declared a preemptive state of emergency on Monday and hundreds of reporters and satellite trucks 
have already converged on this suburban town.  But are they preparing for the worst or making an already delicate situation even 
more tense?  NBC's Ron Allen starts our coverage this morning in Ferguson. 
                                       
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
Just about every one of the 107 days and nights since Michael Brown was shot and killed by Officer Darren Wilson, Rasheen Aldridge 
has faced down the Ferguson police. 
                                       
RON ALLEN: 
What do you think you are accomplishing now? 
                                       
RASHEEN ALDRIDGE: 
I mean, we'll continue to keep the presence here because we want to let them know that we're not going anywhere. 
                                       
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
His passion taking him to the halls of power.   
 
GOV. JAY NIXON: 
Rasheen Aldridge Junior.   
 
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
His shirt says, "Demilitarize the police."  Governor Jay Nixon appointed Aldridge to a 16-member high level commission tasked with 
finding solutions to problems like poverty, education, policing, issues fueling the protest. 
     
RON ALLEN: 
You can be on the governor's commission and also out here? 
                                       
RASHEEN ALDRIDGE: 
Yeah.  I mean, I'm going to be me.  I'm not going to join this commission and be a sellout. 
                                       
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
At 20, Aldridge is the youngest member.  A student who washes cars to help pay for college.  With goals well beyond justice for 
Michael Brown. 
                                       
RON ALLEN: 
Do you think they're going to indict the officer? 
                                       
RASHEEN ALDRIDGE: 
No. 
                                       
RON ALLEN: 
You don't? 
                                       
RASHEEN ALDRIDGE: 
If there was an indictment, we wouldn't stop protesting.  We would continue to be out there, trying to see change, 
changes.  Changing the system, the justice system.  So people are not in the system for the time that they don't need to be.  And 
change could also be a livable wage for people so they don't have to continue to live paycheck to paycheck. 
                                       
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
Meanwhile, the tension builds in Ferguson for the grand jury decision whether to charge Officer Wilson expected any day 
now.  Governor Nixon has declared a state of emergency, criticized by many as too confrontational and too soon.  Nixon has said it's 
his responsibility to protect public safety. 
                                       



GOVERNOR JAY NIXON: 
I'm not preparing for war.  I'm preparing for peace. 
                                       
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
Now, with protests planned in as many as 100 cities across the country, from Los Angeles to Boston, the nation's top cop has called 
for everyone to take a deep breath. 
                                       
ERIC HOLDER: 
The Justice Department encourages law enforcement officials in every jurisdiction to work with the communities that they serve to 
minimize needless confrontation. 
                                       
RON ALLEN (V/O): 
Back on the streets of Ferguson, Aldridge, who sees all of this as a generational fight, vows to be out there regardless of what the 
grand jury decides, with his young comrades. 
                                       
RASHEEN ALDRIDGE: 
They understand that this isn't the same standard civil rights protest.  This is a group of folks who are just tired of being pushed 
against the wall.  And once you push so far, what do you do?  You fight back. 
                                       
RON ALLEN: 
Here outside the courthouse this morning, you can see that there are barricades in place.  We expect the grand jury to reconvene on 
Monday.  It's unclear whether they will vote, unclear whether they will hear more evidence.  It's a very secret process.  And that's 
creating a lot of anxiety, because people don't really know exactly what's going on. 
  
There's a lot of distrust, especially from the community of the victim, Michael Brown and his family.  They simply don't trust this 
process as being fair.  And again, everyone taking precautions.  A lot of businesses boarded up, the barricades in place, and we wait 
to see what the grand jury will do.  Chuck? 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Ron, thanks very much.  I'm joined now from Ferguson by Anthony Gray, he's a lawyer for Michael Brown, Rudy Giuliani, former 
mayor of New York City, who joins me from our studios in Rockefeller Center, and Michael Eric Dyson, professor of sociology at 
Georgetown University who is here with me in Washington. 
  
Mr. Gray, let me start with you.  Ron Allen just brought up sort of the anxiety of the secretive process of the grand jury.  Now grand 
juries, to be effective, need to be secretive.  What are you concerned about in this process?  Are you concerned about the secrecy, 
or are you simply concerned that they're not going to indict? 
                                       
ANTHONY GRAY: 
Well, I'm not concerned that they're not going to indict.  I am concerned about the process itself.  There seems to have, like you said 
before in your lead-in to this segment, there's just a level of distrust over the whole process and those that are involved in the 
process that I think that that's adding a level of anxiety to this whole situation that doesn't have to be necessary had they done 
things a little bit differently in the beginning. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You believe if there is a trial, even if it's a trial that the cop is found innocent, Officer Wilson is found innocent, that having the trial 
itself will be therapeutic for the community? 
                                       
ANTHONY GRAY: 
I think it may be therapeutic, but you've got to understand, Chuck, there are people that are locked and loaded into how they feel 
about this situation.  And anything short of reaching their full expectation, will just never be satisfied.  And you've got that small, or 
maybe perhaps a large group of people that feel that way.  And I'm not so sure if it'd be therapeutic for them.  It may be therapeutic 
for the community however. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Mayor Giuliani, I'm curious what you thought of Governor Nixon's decision.  You've managed the largest city, frankly, it's bigger than 
most states.  So Governor Nixon declares a preemptive state of emergency not for a natural disaster.  Was that the right call? 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 



Well, you know, it's hard to second-guess a governor in a situation like that.  What I would've done, and I've had three situations 
similar to this, I would've had a state of emergency, but I would've kept it quiet.  In other words, I would've kept my police on alert, 
I'd have kept them in places where you couldn't see them.  Be ready in a moment's notice to stop any kind of violence. 
  
But maybe not do it in advance.  But it's hard to second-guess him.  He had a tremendous amount of violence back in August.  And, 
you know, had he not declared a state of emergency, he'd probably get criticized for not doing it.  But what I'm concerned about is 
no one is explaining the grand jury to people.  I mean, we're not educating people. 
  
Grand juries are secret to protect innocent people.  That's why they're secret.  It's a federal crime to release information from a 
grand jury.  Because a grand jury has a very low burden to prove probable cause to commit a crime.  And this grand jury is under 
incredible pressure, incredible pressure to indict. 
 
I feel sorry for these people because they know if they walk out of that grand jury room and have not indicted, they may have 
created a massive riot in their city and maybe throughout the United States.  To me, that kind of pressure is completely inconsistent 
with the American criminal justice system.  And the people who are putting on that pressure should be ashamed of themselves. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Michael Eric Dyson, I want to go back though to this decision to preemptively declare a state of emergency.  It was interesting to 
hear Mayor Giuliani say he would've done it without telling anybody about it.  Because that seems to be the criticism, is Trevor 
Burrus at CATO wrote this, he said, "When troops march in with an expectation that protests will become violent, it creates a crowd 
atmosphere of ugliness and conflict," quote, "the paramount concern has become officer safety, not to protect and serve the 
community." 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Right, I mean, Mayor Giuliani speaks about what's, you know, unconscionable and what should be indicted.  What should be indicted 
is the criminal justice system that continues to impose undue burdens on African American, Latino, and other poor people.  Number 
two, the police force is not to be an occupying force.  They are to be there to protect and serve. 
  
If you happen to be in a majority population where the police have acted that way, then your expectations follow suit.  But if you've 
been in the community where I have been, where I've been personally subjected to countless and repeated efforts of the police to 
contain for no legitimate reason, then that's a different story.  So yes, you know, the sources tell me that Attorney General Holder is 
highly upset by the-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Governor Nixon? 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
By Governor Nixon's, you know, particular actions there, because they send the wrong signal.  They're not there to protect duly, 
appropriate forms of protest by people who are citizens. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Now let's talk about the larger issue here that I think other communities may need to confront.  Mayor Giuliani, I want to show you 
this graphic of the disproportionality of white police forces basically not looking like the communities that they serve.  I highlighted 
six here of the most dramatic. 
  
This was a Washington Post analysis of census data.  Where basically the proportion of white police officers was much higher than 
the proportion of the white population.  Miami Gardens, Florida, right outside the city of Miami, we see there El Paso, Texas, 
Compton, Gary, Indiana, Newark, Detroit.  I mean, all of those place could become future Fergusons.  How do you make a police 
force that looks like the community they serve? 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
Well, I mean, starting with Mayor Koch, Mayor Dinkins, myself, Mayor Bloomberg, and now Mayor de Blasio, we've tried very hard 
to make the police force in New York City as proportionate as we possibly can.  We go out of our way to do that.  I think we do a 
pretty good job.  Not a perfect job.  But the reality is-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You're not on this list, so that's a good thing. 
                                       



RUDY GIULIANI: 
Right.  I was glad to see that we weren't, by the way.  But the fact is, I find it very disappointing that you're not discussing the fact 
that 93% of blacks in America are killed by other blacks.  We're talking about the exception here. 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Well, look.  First of all-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--it's about a distrust issue. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
We are talking about the significant exception.  93% of blacks are killed by other blacks. 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Let me reply to that. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
I would like to see attention paid to that that you are paying to this and the solutions to that. 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Be taken up in time.  Can I say this, first of all, no black people who commit crimes against other black people go to jail.  Number 
two, they are not sworn by the police department as a agent of the state to uphold the law.  So in both cases, that's a false 
equivalency that the mayor has drawn, which is exacerbated tensions that are deeply imbedded in American culture. 
 
(OVERTALK)                                       
 
RUDY GIULIANI: 
It's the reason that-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Black people who kill black people go to jail.  White people who are policemen who kill black people do not go to jail.  If a jury can 
indict a ham sandwich, why is it taking so long? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
--it’s hardly insignificant. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Mr. Mayor, let me ask you-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
It's the trust issue.  It's a trust issue. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
It's hardly insignificant. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
I didn't say it was insignificant.  I said it was-- 
 



(OVERTALK) 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
It is the reason-- 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
your false equivalency, sir. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
It is the reason for the heavy police presence in the black community. 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Not at all. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
93%. 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
The police presence cannot make it-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--those who are criminals and those who call the police. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
Let me-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--the criminals. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
What about the poor black child that is killed by another black child?  Why aren't you protesting that? 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Those people go to jail.  I do protest it.  I'm a minister.  They go to jail.  Why don't you talk about the way in which white policemen -- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--undercut the ability of-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
So why don't cut it down so so many white police officers don't have to be in black areas?                  
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
They don't have to be.  It's a matter of the effect of the state occupying those forces, sir. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
How about 70%-75% of the crime in my city-- 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 



How about your attitude reinforces-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--problematic perspectives that prevails in a culture-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I think this is a debate-- 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
So how about you reduce crime? 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
This is a debate-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
When I become mayor, I’ll do that-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
White police officers won't be there if you weren't killing each other 70% of the time-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--this is a defense mechanism of white supremacy at work in your mind, sir. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Michael, I'm going to stop it there.  Michael Eric Dyson, Mayor Giuliani, as you can see, this has a lot of tension to it, a lot of 
heated debate.  Thank you both for being here. 
                                       
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Anthony, thank you very much for coming on.  Let's hope there's a lot of peace in Ferguson.  Are you confident there's going to be 
peace in Ferguson? 
                                       
ANTHONY GRAY: 
I'm not.  It's difficult to predict how people are going to respond.  I'm hopeful that there will be peace in Ferguson, and I'm prayerful 
that peace will reign. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right.  Mayor Giuliani, Michael Eric Dyson, Anthony Gray, thank you all for being here. 
                                       
RUDY GIULIANI: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
A spirited conversation for sure.  Let me quickly go to the panel.  Amy Walter, I think we just saw the emotion and the tension that 
comes out of here.  I think that it's clear the issue here is trust between the black community and a white police force. 
                                       
 



AMY WALTER: 
Right.  And it's not always just about the police.  I mean, this is about a bigger brother cultural issue in terms of communities feeling 
like they are outsiders and not connected to other parts of America.  And I think that's what we're seeing here.  I mean, we're 
focused specifically on this grand jury, on this specific crime.  But it is much more than what happened that night there.  That's why 
people are turning out.  It's as much about the feelings of being misplaced and-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
It's almost as if this shooting is in the background there.  This is not part of it. 
                                       
AMY WALTER: 
Right, this is much more. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Governor, did you ever declare a preemptive state of emergency that was not about a natural disaster during your two terms? 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
No, I did one on immigration.  But I do think that the Governor Nixon, who's a good governor, I think calling in the national guard 
was a little excessive.  Now, in the state of emergency, a governor has flexibility to either do it like Giuliani said, silently, add more 
police.  But I think we've got to focus on the lessons learned.  Look, the grand jury, as I understand it, only has about 5% of the 
information.  Let the grand jury proceed.  Let's do something about diversifying police forces. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
That's training. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Diversified police forces is the issue. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
But also training-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Training our police officers more effectively.  And then I think lastly, do we need all these tanks, all this equipment, and all these-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--police makes it-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
But I think at the same time, let's be calm about this, peaceful protest, I mean, there were a lot of inequities in our criminal justice 
system, as the professor mentioned. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Joe, are you concerned that Gwen Ifill did this tweet, she said, "It almost looks as if people are going to be disappointed if there's not 
violence," that there almost seems to be too much preparation, frankly news media even playing a role. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
I mean, there's so many things to be concerned about.  You've got to be concerned about a police force in Ferguson that was 
disproportionately white.  There was egregious, the criminal justice system, obviously there are two Americas when it comes to 
young black males compared to young white males. 
                                       
 



CHUCK TODD: 
We saw it play out right there between Michael and Mayor Giuliani. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
And I'm also really concerned right now about this police officer.  That there is a burden on the grand jury to not indict.  And Michael 
said, "You can indict a grapefruit."  You can indict a grapefruit.  But I would say that a grapefruit would have a similar opportunity to-
- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But that community needs a trial. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Well, look, you say they need a trial.  They need a trial. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
They need a trial. 
                                       
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
If this is an indictable offense.  If they get the evidence, if they pore through the evidence, and if it's justified.  I mean, this guy has 
constitutional rights as well. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
And very quickly, I do think it is all about Michael Brown.  I think that's the focus.  I think that's the focus since day one in August 
when this occurred.  And one more thing, people are upset that they're not being represented by authorities, change the 
system.  Register and vote. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
There you go.  All right.  In a few minutes, the story that's also been grabbing some headlines this morning.  This is the front page of 
Sunday, this Sunday's Washington Post.  More accusations against Bill Cosby.  We'll be right back. 
 
* * *Commercial Break* * * 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We'll be right back.  We'll have the fight over Keystone.  How important is it really?  And a discussion on the Bill Cosby accusations. 
 
* * *Commercial Break* * * 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  There were many takeaways from my road trip across swing states ahead of the midterms.  And one thing I 
couldn't help but notice was how cheap gas was.  Well, right now, it's cheap because of the slumping global oil price.  And it has 
huge implications for the U.S. economy, but also raises the question, with all of that going on, why is Washington so obsessed with a 
little pipeline known as Keystone? 
                                       
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
The debate over Keystone XL, the final 1,200 miles of the Keystone Pipeline, which would transport Canadian crude oil from Alberta, 
Canada, to Steele City, Nebraska, has become a caricature of itself. 
                                       
PROTESTORS: 
Not oil.  What? Soil. 
                                       
BARBARA BOXER: 
It's called Keystone XL, extra lethal. 



 
MARY LANDRIEU: 
Hooray, we can also create jobs not just in the U.S., but in Mexico.  Hooray.  It can help us solve some of our immigration problems. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD (V/O): 
Pencil in a confrontation between the White House and the new Republican majority for January.  The Democratic Senate 
temporarily blocked Keystone authorization this week.  But a Republican Senate will likely approve it next year, forcing the president 
to decide whether to issue his third veto ever. 
  
But here's the thing.  Keystone is largely a symbolic fight.  Canadian tar sands oil is already getting to refineries in the U.S. by barge 
and train.  The state department estimates that the pipeline's construction would support about 42,000 temporary jobs, but only 35 
Keystone jobs would be permanent. 
  
And whether Keystone is approved or not, a U.S. energy boom is already transforming the debate over energy policy.  Thanks to the 
domestic shale oil boom, gas prices are at a four-year low.  Below $3 a gallon in more than 35 states, driven down by the tumbling 
price of oil, now at just $80 a barrel. 
  
U.S. crude oil production is up almost 80% since 2008.  By 2015, the U.S. is expected to temporarily surpass Russia and Saudi Arabia, 
as the world's top oil producer.  But environmentalists argue that there is a cost to growing energy independence.  They say shale oil 
extraction and hydraulic fracturing or "fracking" have a higher environmental cost than traditional drilling. 
 
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Big expose back this morning about North Dakota and fracking in The New York Times.  We're going to discuss that in a few 
minutes.  I'm joined by Daniel Yergin, Pulitzer-Prize-winning author of the book, The Quest: Energy, Security, and the Remaking of 
the Modern World, and John Hofmeister, former president of Shell Oil Company.  Daniel, let me start with you.  Are we energy 
independent? 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
We're not energy independent, but we're certainly moving in that direction in a way that would not have been expected five years 
ago. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But that's what's so stunning, is it's a five-year shift.  Is it all shale oil at fault? 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
Yeah, that's why OPEC is meeting and is in a panic because of this incredible growth in U.S. oil production that has really taken them 
and many other people by surprise. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And the impact this has, John, is not just on the American economy and gas prices.  We're in the middle of negotiating a nuclear deal 
with Iran.  We've got sanctions against Russia when it comes to how they dealt with Ukraine.  And yet, the price of oil dropping 
serves as, like, an extra sanction against Iran and Russia.  Explain. 
                                       
JOHN HOFMEISTER: 
It is.  It's an extra sanction because it reduces their economic clout.  Well, we've seen what happened to the Russian ruble.  Iran is 
not able to subsidize many of its programs. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
They need to have oil to be at $100 or more a barrel for them to balance their budget. 
                                       
JOHN HOFMEISTER: 
Yeah, the estimates are Russia needs well over $100, Iran even more.  And the consequence of that is the people of Russia, the 
people of Iran will suffer as a consequence of the low oil price.  That's why the panicked feeling within the OPEC meeting coming up 
on Thursday.  But the reality is, we will be short of oil in the world over the next several years as global growth exceeds oil 
production.  So we need all the production we can have.  We need all the infrastructure we can build to make sure the U.S. is taken 
care of. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Daniel, are we though rushing things too much?  I look at what the New York Times story this morning about North Dakota and 
there's not a lot of regulating going on.  When the lead regulatory commission in the state of North Dakota, as The New York Times 
pointed out, are run by elected officials, including the governor, that just screams potential conflict of interest. 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
Well, in fact, the oil and gas industry is pretty highly regulated.  What's happening in North Dakota, it's gone from nowhere to being 
the second-largest oil producing state in the country.  And underneath those three elected officials are 12 departments that actually 
do the regulation. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right, but you're confident that real, decent regulation is happening?  That Times story didn't make it seem like it is. 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
Well, I think that in every state where you've had this type of growth, it's there, it's Ohio, you have to get the regulatory machinery 
in there, and it's certainly very, you know, it's stronger than it was two to four years ago.  And they have to get it in a place to deal 
with the scale of this activity.  Because as you say, it is happening fast, it's also happening fast in Texas, with is has a well-established 
regulatory system. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right, and John, do you think the federal government needs to get more involved? 
                                       
JOHN HOFMEISTER: 
No, the state government can do it, provided they follow what the other states are doing.  The federal government has a role to play 
offshore and in certain EPA requirements.  But the states have to take care of the states.  And I agree with Daniel, that the rush has 
been so rapid that it's not caught up yet.  But the industry, the industry wants regulation.  It wants a level playing field for all the 
actors.  And the reputation of the industry demands adherence to tough regulations. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Now Daniel, in 2009, when I was covering the White House, there was talk of a comprehensive energy bill that was going to be all of 
the above, including nuclear power.  And it was close to happening.  There would've been a price on carbon.  Is that urgency gone 
now, because all of a sudden, of this shell oil boom?  And is that a bad thing? 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
Well, I think it's really changed the mentality where we have this great sense of competency.  By the way, all around the world, 
people look at the United States and we talk about U.S. decline, they see this as a source of U.S. trend.  So nuclear-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--any time you have an energy source, right? 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
Yeah. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
It’s seen as strength. 
                                       
DANIEL YERGIN: 
And that in terms of nuclear, it's obviously slowed down.  So we don't quite have an all-of-the-above energy policy.  We have a kind 
of some-of-the-above energy policy. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And John, are you confident that the oil companies can handle pricing of carbon? 
                                       
 



JOHN HOFMEISTER: 
Yes.  Many of them are actually advocating pricing of carbon.  I was very heavily involved in cap and trade back when it was put 
forward by Congress, and helped with-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Is there an argument to Republicans that you could make to make that happen?  Or no? 
                                       
JOHN HOFMEISTER: 
Yes.  Cap and trade is a system that actually generates economic value.  The Republicans have trashed it unfortunately, and it's got a 
bad reputation.  But I think it's far better than a carbon tax when all is said and done because you can direct the activities towards 
reducing carbon with the cap and trade system. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Daniel Yergin, John Hofmeister, thank you both very much. 
                                       
JOHN HOFMEISTER: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
We'll be back in just 30 seconds with the latest on an American icon that's been accused.  Bill Cosby. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  The panel is here.  And Michael Eric Dyson has rejoined us because he's the author of the 2006 book Is Bill 
Cosby Right?: Or Has the Black Middle Class Lost Its Mind?  Let's start by discussing the latest allegations against Bill Cosby. 
  
Michael, front page of The Washington Post has a bunch of interviews with some new folks this morning.  But let me go through a 
quick timeline of events here and how this all came up.  There's rumors of him sexually assaulting women have been around 
Hollywood for years.  But it came back in October.  A comedian Hannibal Buress basically called Cosby a rapist during a standup 
routine, and that routine went viral. 
  
Then, November 13th, Barbara Bowman wrote an essay, Bill Cosby Raped Me, put that in The Washington Post.  November 16th, a 
publicist Joan Tarshis writes an essay for Hollywood Elsewhere, recounting two times where she alleges that she was raped by 
Cosby.  November 18th, an interview with Entertainment Tonight model Janice Dickinson alleges being assaulted by Cosby. 
  
And of course, the fallout.  NBC, Netflix pulled projects with Cosby on November 19th, three more women come forward on 
November 20th.  Michael, you wrote this book on Cosby.  Is this something that a whole bunch of people knew about but a lot of us 
didn't? 
                                                           
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
I think so.  It was an open secret to many people, at least the allegations.  But as Dr. King was fond of quoting, "Truth crushed to 
Earth will rise again."  And you can't anticipate what will happen.  The internet ten years later.  I wrote a book ten years ago, Mr. 
Cosby was highly irate. 
  
A new biography that has come out talked about his hatred of me.  And I understand that, because I challenged him.  And I 
challenged him on the fact that he was going around the country giving moral lessons of condescending elements to young African 
American people.  And they were nasty and vicious. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
And this is where the retaliation is coming from a little bit, right? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
It's more because he was basically preaching? 
                                                           
 



MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Well, he's throwing rocks and he's living in the glass house.  And so that contradiction will always get you sunk. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Amy, it's interesting, you know, Bill Cosby, I mean, look, I'll be honest, I'm sure, you just said there, I think no one, before, 
there was Oprah, Bill Cosby did more, I think, to bridge white and black America together culturally in a way that seemed to be 
inclusive, not exclusive. 
                                                           
AMY WALTER: 
I'm a child of the '80s. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, I watched The Cosby Show, my kids watched Little Bill.  I grew up with Fat Albert.  There's just so much about Cosby that just 
seems just nothing but positive. 
                                                           
AMY WALTER: 
It does sort of feel like, and this has been happening a lot, even just this week, the allegations coming out of the University of 
Virginia and the fraternity system there.  That it's almost like every day there is another element here.  And being the female on the 
panel, where you do feel as if all of these institutions that were supposed to protect women, the ones that, the people that we saw 
as icons that were out there as, you know, people we looked up to, it's all sort of crumbling away.  And so I think it's a broader 
statement to culturally on why people feel so disconnected and so frustrated with what we want to call the establishment.  Because 
it's not doing what it was supposed to do. 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, the expression, "Say it ain't so, Joe," came from Shoeless Joe Jackson, and he's gambled.  And Joe, I feel that, I sit there 
with Cosby and you're like, "Just say it ain't so."  I mean, I think part of the reluctance for a long time by the mainstream media to 
cover this is because nobody wants to believe it. 
                                                           
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Well, he's a transformative figure.  I mean, he's a transformative figure.  You talked about The Cosby Show in the '80s, you could talk 
about Fat Albert in the '70s.  I was born in Atlanta, Georgia, 1963.  I can tell you the deep South in '67, '68, '69, my parents were 
playing Bill Cosby records.  Remember when you used to?  I mean, it'd be-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Those comedy albums, yeah. 
                                                           
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
Bill Cosby was transformative.  You know, Mika, my co-host had said-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I’ve heard of her. 
                                                           
JOE SCARBOROUGH: 
--"Why aren't people more interested in talking about this?"  And I said, Two reasons.  One, the reluctance because he's a 
transformative figure.  Secondly, 40 years later, it's hard enough to prove a negative in real time.  Now all of this is coming out 40 
years later. 
                                                           
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
And a man has legitimated, Hannibal Buress is a comedian and an off-comment, you know, off the-- 
                                
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, and all that's what goes viral. 
                                                           
 



MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
Yeah, well, yeah.  But what's interesting is, legitimating-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 
--experiences, unfortunately, that's part of the rape culture that's been challenging.  And the internet has done so in a very powerful 
way. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
JOE SCARBOROUGH 
--how does he prove the negative? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well no, that's, you-- 
                                                           
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
--Exactly, and you don't unring the bell. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
By the way, the bell's never been unrung.  He's now going to be known as an alleged rapist. 
                                  
BILL RICHARDSON: 
I think two points.  One, Bill Cosby needs a real crisis manager to come out and not just say, "Okay, this--" 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
BILL RICHARDSON: 
He needs to come out and face these charges.  Secondly, you know, my wife Barbara handled when we were in office a lot of these 
sexual abuse, rape, domestic violence.  There's still a judicial system that doesn't respond adequately to dealing with these 
problems.  And we have to do that on a national basis. 
                                                           
JOSE DIAZ-BALART: 
There's always a difference between the public person and the private person.  And regardless of his positions on social positions, 
even society's positions, I think it's time, not presuming guilt or innocence, but it's time for this part, the private part to be-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, Amy brings up a good point about the UVA situation, what's going on there and this, which is it does feel as if women have a 
harder time proving this for some reason. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
AMY WALTER: 
Well, the big, major figures and institutions that make it very hard to-- 
                                                           
CHUCK TODD: 
They are powerful against this. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                                           
 



AMY WALTER: 
--even in this day and age, it's just amazing. 
                                  
CHUCK TODD: 
Alright, before we go, I want to congratulate my friend and colleague and mentor and a friend to all of us here, Tom Brokaw.  He's 
going to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom tomorrow.  How cool is that?  Tom, you're going to be on a baseball card.  Topps 
actually puts out cards of all those Medal of Freedom winners.  It's awesome.  Have a very happy Thanksgiving.  That's all for 
today.  We'll be back next Sunday, because you know why, if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
                                                           
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 
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# # # 

GOV. PATRICK ON DEMOCRATS RUNNING AWAY FROM OBAMA: 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

And one problem I think that the president has is that he doesn't tell that story very well or very regularly.  You know, the 
importance of repetition is something I had to learn.  And it's not to say that everything has been solved.  We've reached the 
promise land.  But we're certainly better off than we were. 

# # # 

GOV. PATRICK ON HILLARY CLINTON AND THE AIR OF INEVITABILITY: 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, on Hillary Clinton, you have praised her, talked about that you admired her from afar, you don't know her very well.  But 
you say you're concerned about this air of inevitability, that it's bad for the party.  Explain. 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, I think first of all, Hillary Clinton, Secretary Clinton, excuse me, has been an extraordinary public servant and would be a terrific 
candidate for president.  But I think that the narrative that it's inevitable is off-putting to regular voters. 
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CHUCK TODD: 

So she should be challenged in the Democrat party? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I don't mean that as a criticism of her.  I just think that people lead inevitability as entitlement.  And the American people want and 
ought to want their candidates to sweat for the job.  You know, to actually make a case for why they're the right person at the right 
time. 

# # # 

GOV. PATRICK ON RUNNING IN 2016: 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I've thought about it, but no, I can't get ready for 2016. And by the way, you know, I ran for governor. This is the first elected office 
I've held. It's been two really challenging and fun terms where we've emerged at leadership nationally and education and healthcare 
and veteran services, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, and so on. But I didn't run for the job to get another job, just to 
do this job. 

# # # 

PROFESSOR CHARLES OGLETREE ON THE STATE OF RACE RELATIONS: 

I think we're right Chuck. And I hate to say this, but I think about what my father and grandfather told me about race relations way 
back when I was a young kid, how they were devastated with the idea of separation based on race. It is worse now. We think of 
people who don't have jobs, who can't go to school, people who can't get healthcare. 

And we are in a situation right now that will create Fergusons over and over and over again. It's not just in Ferguson, Missouri. It's 
going to be around the country. And we see this racial divide, despite the fact that it's a black president, who I love dearly, there's a 
racial divide in America that's not going to end with Trayvon Martin being killed, with Michael Brown being killed, with the 12 year 
old being killed by police. It's not going to end at all. 

# # # 

REP. COTTON CRITICAL OF OBAMA’s EXECUTIVE ACTION: 

You know, the president just lost an election in no small measure because wages for working families are declining and 
unemployment is still too high in too many places. And the first big action he took after the election was to make it easier for illegal 
immigrants to get jobs, not for working families to get jobs. 

# # # 

DR. BEN CARSON ‘MAYBE’ RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT: 

CHUCK TODD: 

I should quickly ask, are you running for president? 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

I should quickly tell you, maybe. 

# # #                                          
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CHUCK TODD: 

This Sunday, a Meet the Press summit. Race in America. Protests across the country following a grand jury's decision not to indict 
Police Officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Missouri. 

PRES. BARACK OBAMA: 

A deep mistrust exists between law enforcement and communities of color. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Are we just as divided under America's first black president? Plus, are Democrats turning on President Obama? This week, a 
surprising attack from one of the leaders of the party. 

SEN. CHARLES SCHUMER: 

Democrats blew the opportunity the American people gave them. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And the Republican revolution. 

SEN.-ELECT JONI ERNST: 

We are heading to Washington and we are going to make them squeal. 

CHUCK TODD: 

What impact will younger, more conservative GOP lawmakers have on the country? I'm Chuck Todd. And joining me to provide 
insight and analysis are Eugene Robinson of The Washington Post, my colleague at NBC, Andrea Mitchell, Helene Cooper of The New 
York Times, and Rich Lowry, editor of National Review. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 

ANNOUNCER: 

From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And good morning. One huge story has dominated the news this week. It's the aftermath of that grand jury decision in Ferguson. 
Last night, we learned that Police Officer Darren Wilson resigned from the Ferguson police force. Wilson submitted a resignation 
letter in which he wanted to stay on, but that quote, "the safety of other police officers and the community are of paramount 
importance to me. It is my hope that my resignation will allow the community to heal." 

Well, there's a lot of healing that needs to be done. So this morning, we're going to focus on race relations in this country. Almost 
three-quarters of the way through Barack Obama's historic presidency. In a moment, I'll be joined by Deval Patrick, The first black 



governor of Massachusetts. And later, we'll have a special panel to discuss race in America. But let's start by looking at how 
President Obama has handled that most explosive of issues. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

PRES. BARACK OBAMA: 

There is not a black America and a white America and Latino America and Asian America, there's the United States of America. 

CHUCK TODD: 

President Obama, who cast himself as a symbol of hope for a post-racial America a decade ago saw that vision splinter again this 
week, replaced by the split-screen reality. 

PRES. BARACK OBAMA: 

We are a nation built on the rule of law. And so we need to accept that this decision was the grand jury's to make. 

CHUCK TODD: 

On one side, images of tear gas and protests. On the other, a cautious commander in chief who is running out of time in office. The 
president's reticent after a grand jury decided not to indict Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson in the shooting death of unarmed 
teenager Michael Brown stands in stark contrast to the highly personal comments the president made after another teenager, 
Trayvon Martin, was shot by a civilian two years ago. 

PRES. BARACK OBAMA: 

You know, if I had a son, he'd look like Trayvon. Another way of saying that is that Trayvon Martin could've been me 35 years ago. 
There are very few African American men in this country who haven't had the experience of being followed when they were 
shopping in a department store. That includes me. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Barack Obama has had to shoulder the burdens and expectations of being the nation's first black president since before he was 
elected to the job. Six years ago, then Candidate Obama, gave what was then a risky speech about his experience as a black man in 
America. His hand forced by the controversy over former pastor Jeremiah Wright. 

PRES. BARACK OBAMA: 

I can no more disown him than I can disown my white grandmother, a woman who loves me as much as she loves anything in this 
world, but a woman who once confessed her fear of black men who pass her by on the street. 

CHUCK TODD: 

That speech was praised. But a year later, he learned that launching a conversation on race could have pitfalls, when he criticized 
law enforcement for arresting Harvard Professor Henry Louis Gates. 

PRES. BARACK OBAMA: 

The Cambridge Police acted stupidly. There is a long history in this country of African Americans and Latinos being stopped by law 
enforcement disproportionately. And that's just a fact. 

 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

Police union officials in Cambridge called for an apology. The president backed away from his criticism and diffused the controversy 
with a photo op, a beer summit. The president's supporters have sometimes been more willing to say the color of his skin may 
impact how some Americans perceive his presidency than Obama himself. 

COLIN POWELL: 

There's also a dark vein of intolerance in some parts of the party. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell indicted the tea party on this show last year. This week, hesitant to criticize law enforcement, 
the president has argued that though there are still problems, the country has made enormous progress in race relations. But some 
disagree. 

CORNEL WEST: 

Ferguson signifies the end of the age of Obama. It's a very sad end. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Nearly six years into the Obama presidency, household income for African Americans is just $35,000 a year. That's $25,000 less than 
for whites. And no better than when the president took office. White unemployment was 4.8% last month. Black unemployment 
was 10.9%. Black men are more than six times as likely as white men to be incarcerated. And black men between the ages of 15 and 
19 are 21 times as likely as whites to be killed by a police officer. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

I'm joined by the outgoing Democrat governor of Massachusetts, Deval Patrick. Governor Patrick, welcome back to Meet the Press. 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Nice to see you, Chuck. Thanks for having me. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Before you made it into elected politics, you worked in the Clinton Justice Department back in the '90s. In fact, in the civil rights 
division. This is now with the grand jury's decision not to indict Officer Darren Wilson, the civil rights division is investigating. Walk us 
through that process. What are they investigating? And what action could they end up taking? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, it's a higher bar, as we were talking about off camera, that the DOJ has to consider. It's a consideration about whether there's 
been a violation of civil or constitutional rights that is different from what the grand jury in a state prosecution has to consider. And 
it'll be a tough case to bring. 

And I say that without knowing all the puts and takes of the case and what all the facts are. It'll be very difficult. It's very important I 
think that DOJ is investigating it. And I know that Attorney General Holder has been urging that investigation. And will drive it 
through to conclusion. 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

Did you want to see an indictment? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Look, without knowing all the facts, of course I wanted to see an indictment. And mostly because I think a trial and the transparency 
of a trial would be good for the community. And because so many of us have the supposition that police officers are not going to be 
held accountable and not going to have to answer for the shooting of unarmed, young, black teenagers. 

But the facts and the process, as the president said, does have to be respected. That is separate and apart from the anxiety so many 
black people have about encounters with law enforcement. The anxiety that some in law enforcement have about their encounters 
with black people and the startling lack of understanding between the two. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, it's interesting. You were asked in an interview in August about Ferguson. And you were asked how you would've handled 
the situation if you were in President Obama's shoes. And you simply said, "I'm glad I don't have to." 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Yeah. 

CHUCK TODD: 

But what would you be wanting President Obama to do? Anything more than he's done on Ferguson? Do you think he should go? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, I think he wants to go by the way. And that's not because I know that. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Okay. 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I just sense that, knowing the man, I think he'd like to be there to comfort the family of Michael Brown who are having to relive this 
tragedy all over again and to reassure both the community at large and the community of law enforcement. 

CHUCK TODD: 

So why isn't he going? He wants to go, but he doesn't want to? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, my sense is, what I would suspect, you asked me what I would do, I think the reason it's a quandary is because the federal 
government is investigating right now. And you don't want to appear to influence that investigation. 

CHUCK TODD: 

But Holder went. And he's part of the investigation. 

 



GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, you still don't want to appear, I think as president, to influence that investigation. I think also that the president is in a really 
tough place. Trying to be and having elected to serve as president of the whole country, and having higher expectations on issues 
related to race. And I've experienced that at home. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I was just going to say, how did you deal with an issue like that? Do you feel as if you were worried about looking like you were 
playing favor? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Yeah, I did. And I remember there was an early experience, relatively early experiences, it all seems early now. You know, almost 
eight years in. But when we had a terrible loss of a teenage boy, a black boy in the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. And it 
appeared to have been a gang-related killing of a marvelous kid from a marvelous family. 

And the mother in her anguish called me out in the media and said, you know, "Where is the governor?" Now, governors aren't 
normally expected to come to street crime scenes. She hadn't called out the mayor. But we had run a very grassroots campaign, so 
we had engaged a lot of people. And the expectations of me, by virtue of being a black elected official, were different. And I had to 
learn that. And ultimately, I did go out. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I want to shift gears here a little bit to the future of the Democratic party. I want to play for a you a bite from Senator Chuck 
Schumer, who almost comes across as indicting President Obama's first year in office, because he said healthcare was a mistake. 
Take a listen. 

SEN. CHARLES SCHUMER (ON TAPE): 

Democrats blew the opportunity the American people gave them. We took their mandate and put all of our focus on the wrong 
problem: healthcare reform. But it wasn't the change we were hired to make. Americans were crying out for the end to the 
recession. For better wages and more jobs. Not changes in healthcare. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You agree with that? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, I respect Senator Schumer, but no, I don't agree with him. I mean, I think Americans understand the interconnectedness of a 
whole host of solutions that government should pay attention to. Not that they think government should solve every problem in 
their lives. But that government should help them help themselves. And you ask somebody who is not insured and is sick, or 
someone who is getting buried by healthcare-related debt, whether healthcare reform makes a difference. And they will tell you 
that it does make a difference. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Where's the Democratic party go from here? Is it soul-searching time for the party? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, I think it ought to be. I mean, I think Election Day was a good day for Republicans, a great day for Citizens United. And a bad 
day for Democrats who don't stand for anything. And when Democrats stand for something, or as I have said in the past, grow a 
backbone, and standup for what it is we believe, we win. Because what we believe is what the American people are-- 



(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

So you think Democrats made a mistake by running away from President Obama? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I think it was a huge mistake. You know, this is a president who's presided over explosive growth in corporate profits, in stock 
market returns, employment that's come back strong after the worst economic collapse in a generation or two. Universal 
healthcare, bin Laden's removal and the end of two wars, and on and on and on. 

And one problem I think that the president has is that he doesn't tell that story very well or very regularly. You know, the importance 
of repetition is something I had to learn. And it's not to say that everything has been solved. We've reached the promise land. But 
we're certainly better off than we were. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, on Hillary Clinton, you have praised her, talked about that you admired her from afar, you don't know her very well. But 
you say you're concerned about this air of inevitability, that it's bad for the party. Explain. 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, I think first of all, Hillary Clinton, Secretary Clinton, excuse me, has been an extraordinary public servant and would be a terrific 
candidate for president. But I think that the narrative that it's inevitable is off-putting to regular voters. 

CHUCK TODD: 

So she should be challenged in the Democrat party? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I don't mean that as a criticism of her. I just think that people lead inevitability as entitlement. And the American people want and 
ought to want their candidates to sweat for the job. You know, to actually make a case for why they're the right person at the right 
time. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You were a 1% guy when you first decided to run for governor. And you ended up winning that Democratic primary. You might be a 
1% or 2% guy if we did a poll right now nationally. Are you thinking about it in 2016? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I've thought about it, but no, I can't get ready for 2016. And by the way, you know, I ran for governor. This is the first elected office 
I've held. It's been two really challenging and fun terms where we've emerged at leadership nationally and education and healthcare 
and veteran services, energy efficiency, economic competitiveness, and so on. But I didn't run for the job to get another job, just to 
do this job. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Why didn't a Democrat replace you? Why did a Republican? Do you feel as if it was a rejection of your two years? 

 

 



GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

I wasn't on the ballot. I ran against the governor-elect four years ago when we had a different outcome then. We had a good 
candidate who got better as she came-- 

(OVERTALK) 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Yes, indeed, to Election Day. Of course, she was outspent nine or ten to one. And the-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

You don't feel any responsibility for her? 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Well, look, I'm sorry. But the outcomes of elections depend on the candidates, not the folks on the sidelines. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right, Deval Patrick, outgoing governor of Massachusetts. 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Good to be with you. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 

GOV. DEVAL PATRICK: 

Thank you, thank you. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Good to see you. Let's turn now to the panel. Andrea Mitchell, I want to start with you. And we're going to go back to Ferguson here 
a minute and President Obama on his handling of it. It was interesting to hear Governor Patrick say that there is a higher level of 
expectation that's put on. He felt it as governor. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Really? 

CHUCK TODD: 

And President Obama in some ways feels it. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

I think what the White House is trying to do, and you pointed out so adeptly in your setup piece, he's handling this very differently 
than Trayvon Martin. He clearly identifies, and many, many people identify with Michael Brown and with the Michael Brown family. 



But because it's a case involving law enforcement, I think that the White House is a little bit more restrained in their ability to step 
into the middle of this, even though there's been a lot of outreach, a lot of outreach, privately Valerie Jarrett reaching out, talking to 
people in the community. 

I think that the presence of the president of the United States, in a situation that volatile, involving the law enforcement community 
where facts are, they've been disputed, would be potentially a very difficult political-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Eugene, as he been too reticent? 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Well, you know, this is the ultimate no-win situation. Isn't it? I mean, I wrote once when he was running for president that in order 
to win, he had to be seen as the least-agreed black man in America. And I believe that's true. Because if he doesn't, he loses part of a 
white constituency that just goes away. I mean, let's be honest. And so he's damned if he goes, he's damned if he stays, he's damned 
if he says anything substantive. He's damned if he equivocates. And that's just the lot of the first black president of the United 
States. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Rich Lowry, you have been very skeptical of the entire Michael Brown story and in general. I'm curious what you think of how the 
president, his public statements, what do you make of them? 

RICH LOWRY: 

Well, I would have tweaked some things he said last week. But basically, I think he was right on. And I really appreciated the sincere 
and heartfelt denunciation of the random and pointless destruction in Ferguson. And I think he made a very important point, which 
is that poor communities need policing. Because drug dealing, gang activity, rampant criminality, relatively affluent people can buy 
their way out of that by moving someplace else. Poor people can't. They need the police to help protect them from that. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, Helene, watching what the DOJ investigation does, is that just going to open up more wounds? Or is that raising too much 
expectations in the African American Community? I mean, what is going to be the end result, do you think, of the Justice 
Department? Particularly if they decide there's just not enough. I mean, you heard Governor Patrick say, it's a pretty high bar. 

HELENE COOPER: 

I think the DOJ investigation certainly has the potential to make things worse. It'd be nice if we could sort of move on from this. But 
the fundamental issue is still there. And what, you know, at the same time that you see President Obama-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

What is that issue? When you say "fundamental issue," what is the fundamental issue? 

HELENE COOPER: 

The fundamental issue is not even necessarily Michael Brown. It's that this keeps happening to black men. It's that whole issue 
driving while black. This friend of mine, Gary Fields, wrote a fantastic article in The Wall Street Journal about what it feels like to be a 
250-pound black guy, under suspicion, walking down the street, for absolutely nothing. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Just a quick word about poor communities-- 



HELENE COOPER: 

And this is something as long as-- 

(OVERTALK) 

HELENE COOPER: 

I want to finish this. As long as black people continue to feel that you cannot walk down the street without coming under suspicion, 
this anger is going to continue. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

It's a familiar story. We've heard them many times. I just want to comment on one thing. Poor communities want policing. They 
need policing. You find the most law-and-order oriented people you could ever find in low-income communities that have a crime 
problem. They want policing that's done with the community instead of to the community. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

They want policing-- 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

And that's one of the issues. That in Ferguson, it went the wrong way. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And they want policing not with the majority white police force and a majority black community, Rich. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, Rich, what's interesting when you look at whites, whites that live in urban communities believe that we still have a race 
problem in this country. Whites that live in more rural, basically whiter communities, they don't see the race issue. Do you think 
that's part of our divide? That maybe rural whites don't see this issue the way folks that live in urban America? 

RICH LOWRY: 

Perhaps. But, you know, you look at Ferguson specifically, this is an area where the governmental structures haven't caught up to 
the demographic change over the last two decades or so. And that's something you take care of simply by organizing and voting. But 
what I really object to is you can discuss all these problems, but let's not pretend that this particular incident was something it 
wasn't. 

If you look at the most credible evidence, the lessons are really basic. Don't rob a convenience store. Don't fight a policeman when 
he stops you and try to take his gun. And when he yells at you to stop with his gun drawn, just stop, and none of this would've 
happened. 

(OVERTALK) 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

--the relitigation-- 

(OVERTALK) 

 



EUGENE ROBINSON: 

No, there were conflicting testimony on-- 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

So Michael Brown is not Trayvon Martin? 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

No, no. He's not Trayvon Martin. And neither is Darren Wilson George Zimmerman. 

CHUCK TODD: 

George Zimmerman. Right. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Right. So there are clear differences. You know, we're not in the relitigation business. So we won't go into the whole thing. But there 
was conflicting testimony, there were witnesses who simply were not believed, who said otherwise. And there were witnesses who 
were believed who-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

And I think that's going to be something-- 

(OVERTALK) 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

--that was what happened. 

RICH LOWRY: 

The simple evidence backs up Officer Wilson's version. 

(OVERTALK) 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

One quick point about the polling place. Cities like Baltimore, Maryland, are doing things on diversity of police force that has nothing 
to do with elected. White officials can diversify their police forces. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right. We're going to take a pause here. We're going to do more of this, our summit on race in America goes more in depth right 
after this break. 

***Commercial Break*** 

 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

Welcome back. Let me show you the cover of this week's New Yorker. It shows the broken state of race relations in Saint Louis, 
which of course is basically the metro area that encompasses Ferguson, Missouri. The grand jury's decision not to indict Darren 
Wilson for the killing of Michael Brown provoked protest and unrest around the country. 

In Ferguson, Missouri, where Brown was killed, the clean-up effort is in progress after a number of businesses were wrecked and 
looted. Protests really focused on the long holiday weekend and a boycott. Black Friday campaign in response to the Ferguson 
decision, malls in Saint Louis, were forced to close their doors. Protesters in Seattle chained the doors of a shopping center and 
successfully closed that. 

And in Oakland, a rail station was temporarily closed after activists chained themselves to trains. I'm joined now by Sherrilyn Ifill, 
president of the NAACP, Legal Defense and Education Fund, David Brooks of The New York Times, Ben Carson, professor emeritus of 
Neuroscience at Johns Hopkins University, and by the way, a possible Republican presidential candidate. 

And from Boston, Charles Ogletree, professor at Harvard Law School. Welcome to all of you. Thank you for doing this and happy 
holiday weekend. Professor Ogletree, I was trying to get your basic reaction to this. Last people that studied this question, only 
about one in four African Americans say the situation of black people in this country is better now than it was five years ago. 

It's a double-digit drop from 2009 and sort of the euphoria of the election of the first black president. Are we really no better off 
today? Is the African American public right about this? We're no better off today in race relations than we were six years ago? 

CHARLES OGLETREE: 

I think we're right Chuck. And I hate to say this, but I think about what my father and grandfather told me about race relations way 
back when I was a young kid, how they were devastated with the idea of separation based on race. It is worse now. We think of 
people who don't have jobs, who can't go to school, people who can't get healthcare. 

And we are in a situation right now that will create Fergusons over and over and over again. It's not just in Ferguson, Missouri. It's 
going to be around the country. And we see this racial divide, despite the fact that it's a black president, who I love dearly, there's a 
racial divide in America that's not going to end with Trayvon Martin being killed, with Michael Brown being killed, with the 12 year 
old being killed by police. It's not going to end at all. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Ben Carson, you agree? 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

I agree that things have definitely deteriorated. We look at a situation like Ferguson. And people say, "Well, that's causing more 
racial division." Fact of the matter is, Ferguson is a manifestation of the racial division as we see it right now. Obviously, there are a 
lot of people around this nation who feel things are unfair for them, who feel disenfranchised. And it makes them ripe for a 
tinderbox situation like this to occur. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Sherrilyn, I mean, it seems to be almost universal agreement on this. 

SHERRILYN IFILL: 

I actually have to disagree on this one. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Okay. 



SHERRILYN IFILL: 

You know, we are all looking at Mike Brown. But the issue of law enforcement and the killing of unarmed African Americans and the 
assault of unarmed African Americans has been going on for decades, and actually has nothing to do with Barack Obama. My first 
exposure to this issue occurred when I was ten years old, when a ten-year-old boy named Clifford Glover was killed by an officer 
named Thomas Shea in New York. 

This is in the early 1970s, the difference now is that we have these photos. We have these cell phone pictures. This is something, an 
issue that civil rights organizations have been working on forever. And we haven't been listened to. People haven't believed us. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you think social media, if we had it 30 years ago, would have expedited this conversation? Expedited this frankly uncomfortable 
moment that we're happening? 

SHERRILYN IFILL: 

Yeah, and it is an uncomfortable conversation. One of the reasons we don't make progress is because it's so uncomfortable, we can't 
sit with the conversation. So every time we bring up this issue, for example, we start talking about violence in the black community, 
or what some people call black-on-black crime. 

Which is a really important conversation to have. We should have a whole show about it. But it doesn't have to do with the power of 
the state of law enforcement to follow you, to shoot you in public housing in a stairway, to kill a 12-year-old boy for carrying a toy 
gun, to kill a man in Wal-Mart for carrying a toy gun, to kill people who are unarmed, to taze someone in front of their children. 
We're not just talking about Mike Brown. We're talking about the way in which law enforcement engages the African American 
community. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And, you know, we sit here with crimes division, David Brooks, I want to play last week, and some might describe it a caricature 
sometimes of the debate between Rudy Giuliani and Michael Eric Dyson right on this show. I'm going to play a quick clip of it. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

MAYOR RUDY GIULIANI: 

What about the poor black child that is killed by another black child? Why aren't you protesting that? 

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 

Those people go to jail. I do protest it. I'm a minister. They go to jail. Why don't you talk about the way in which white-- 

(OVERTALK) 

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON: 

--undercut the ability of Americans to live? 

MAYOR RUDY GIULIANI: 

So why don't you cut it down so so many white police officers don't have to be in black areas? 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 



That was, speaking of uncomfortable conversations to witness, that was an uncomfortable conversation. But in many ways, it 
exposed the prism I think that white America and black America see this. 

DAVID BROOKS: 

Listen, we all have to have a new social compact on this. Whites especially have to acknowledge the legacy of racism and have to go 
the extra yard to show respect, understand how differently whites and blacks see some of these police issues. And whites can't just 
say, "Does this look right to me?" But, "Does this look trustworthy in the African American community?" 

That has to be the standard. At the same time, we have to understand that we're no longer in the civil rights era. This is not a 
question of good versus evil, right versus wrong. Racial inequality has become entangled in all sorts of domestic problems of 
disappearing jobs, family structure, and this is mostly a question of good-intentioned people trying to do the best they can with very 
naughty social problems, which now overlap with racial problems. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, Professor Ogletree, it was interesting, Pharrell Williams, who's got that song that we all love, Happy, he said something in 
a interview with Ebony when he said, he was talking about Michael Brown. And he said this, "It looked very bullyish. That in itself I 
had a problem with. Not with the kid, but with whatever happened in his life for him to arrive at a place where that behavior is 
okay." 

Why aren't we talking about that? Are focusing on the wrong part of this conversation? We're talking law enforcement and the 
relationship between the black community and the law enforcement community, when we obviously had a breakdown somewhere 
in Michael Brown's life. 

CHARLES OGLETREE: 

We have to talk on both of them. Talk about Michael Brown and the police. There's no question about that. And I think that hearing 
this, I like the song Happy. It's in my phone at home. And you want to listen to it. It makes a lot of difference. But the reality is that 
Michael Brown did not have a gun. 

He put his hands up. Michael Brown was trying to avoid confrontation. And I think that we need to understand why we have this 
data, the data is clear, that black boys are being killed by white police officers around the country, from north to south, from east to 
west, it doesn't end. And I think we have to make sure that we're responding to that. Making the people like Michael Brown 
understand it and deal with it. But also make sure that we don't have these things happen again. 

CHUCK TODD: 

We heard Helene Cooper brought up DWB. That black men experience this, "driving while black." I have black friends who tell me it's 
like, "Yes, I drive in a white neighborhood, and if I'm not doing the speed limit, I'm going to get pulled over like that." 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

That does happen. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Has that ever happened to you? 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

Yes. The attorney general of Missouri, last year, had a report that came out that said in the Ferguson area, blacks were seven times 
more likely to be stopped, and twice as more likely to be arrested. 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

Whose fault is that? 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

Well, the real question is, what can we do about this kind of situation? You know, everybody's going to be off in their little corners. 
And people are product of their life experiences. But can we actually solve this problem? And there are a lot of things that we can 
probably talk about. For instance, police being equipped with cameras. As you probably know, in situations-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

There is a movement of having the cameras on this. 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

85% of these things would be stopped by that. 

CHUCK TODD: 

What do you think of that? 

SHERRILYN IFILL: 

Rialto, California equipped their police officers with body-worn cameras, and the crime rate dropped, and the also the complaints 
about abuse by police officers. That's one thing that can be done. But you know the other thing that has to be done? Is real training 
of police officers. If you look at some of these encounters that we're seeing on videotape, you're looking at the 12-year-old boy who 
was just killed the other day, it's within seconds. 

You're watching these encounters in which the police arrive on the scene, and they're unable, it seems, to de-escalate. To assess the 
situation. To see when we're dealing with a child. And so police officers need real training. They need training and implicit bias. I 
know we like to say it's well-intentioned people. But there are biases in this country. We do have images in our head. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I would say we were born with original bias. 

SHERRILYN IFILL: 

That are racialized. And if you heard Darren Wilson's testimony, when he talked about Mike Brown, almost as an animal, "He was 
bulking up, he seemed like Hulk Hogan." We have these images in our head. And the only way we can deal with those images is to 
slow things down. Is to give police officers the training that they need to be able to manage their own biases so they can properly 
assess the situation. 

CHUCK TODD: 

David Brooks, how does this conversation continue next week? We always say we're going to have this hard conversation, and guess 
what? Next week we won't. 

DAVID BROOKS: 

Yeah, I really don't believe in the conversation about race. If we're going to be friends, we don't sit around saying, "Oh, we're such 
great friends, let's talk about our friendship." We don't need a conversation, we need a project. And a friendship is about something 
else. It's outward looking. So the project has to be about social mobility. 



It's about early childhood education, all the things that failed Michael Brown. Family formation, jobs, if we have a common project 
about the Harlem Children's Zone, about KIPP schools, then we'll have something to do together. And that will unite us obliquely. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Sounds like broken windows. Thank you all for this conversation. I should quickly ask, are you running for president? 

DR. BEN CARSON: 

I should quickly tell you, maybe. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Fair enough. We will be watching that. And by the way, to end this discussion on a more optimistic note, let's look at this very 
powerful image in a rally in Portland, Oregon. It's 12-year-old Devonte Hart and Police Sergeant Bret Barnum hugging it out. Devonte 
attended the rally eager to convey a message of peace. He held up a sign offering free hugs. Officer Barnum was more than happy to 
oblige. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

As we all spend time with our families around this holiday season, it's important to remember those who have served our country in 
the military. Our own Luke Russert spent some time at Heritage Brewing Company in Manassas, Virginia. It's a veteran-owned 
company that not only employs many veterans, but they give 1% of their profits to charity as well. 

Which is not always an easy task for a startup company. This is a fantastic story and it's posted right now on our website, 
MeetThePressNBC.com. We'll be right back here with the place where the immigration debate may ultimately be decided. And it's 
nowhere near a border. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

Time now for our Meet the Press nerd screen. And by the way, since we made a graphic, nerd screen is official. President Obama's 
executive action on immigration set off a fight with Republicans. And we now know where in the country that fight might get settled 
with real implications for 2016. First, let's take a look at the numbers from our latest NBC News Wall Street Journal poll, taken 
before the president's announcement. 

Overall, 38% approved of the idea of him taking executive action. 48% disapproved. Well, our friends over at the American 
Community's Project took a closer look at the numbers to see how different communities responded to the same question. First, a 
quick reminder, this is how they see the country. 

This map breaks the U.S. down to 15 different types of counties. All of which has their own unique view of American politics. Now 
people in the big cities, the pink parts of our map, are pretty supportive of the president's move. 48% approved of the action before 
he took it. 31% disapproved. People who live between suburban and rural America, what we call the exurbs, the yellow parts of our 
map, well, they're strongly opposed, 56% of them disapproved of the president taking unilateral action, 36% approved. 

The president is not likely to win these folks over. Now, that brings us to the suburbs, dark orange on our map. And that's where 
attitudes are pretty split right down the middle. 41% of those folks approved of the idea of the president doing unilateral moves on 
immigration, 44% disapproved. So why is this divide important? Because it's here in the urban suburbs. 

Places like Nashua, New Hampshire, Aurora, Colorado, even Clearwater, Florida, where Democrats have the most to lose if people 
turn against the president. The Democrats need these places to win national elections. About 67 million people live in these areas. 
And President Obama won them by a whopping 16 points in 2012. 



If these communities turn against the executive action that the president took, it's possible Democratic presidential candidates will 
be faced with a hard choice; publicly support the president's decision and risk turning off these potential swing voters, or run against 
the executive action and possibly turn off Hispanic voters. 

That's a growing and increasingly important part of the Democratic base vote. But that decision point isn't two years away. It may 
very well be a few months away. The suburbs are already a swing vote that has to be acknowledged. These are the questions 
potential candidates have to consider now because of the issue of immigration not going away anytime soon. 

And speaking of immigration, House Republicans have to figure out how they're going to react to the president's decision. So does 
the new Senate Republican majority. Well, Tom Cotton is one of both. He's still a House Republican, and he's about to become a 
senator in the majority. He's next. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

And welcome back. We all think change doesn't come fast to the Senate. But here's a statistic that surprised us when the new 
Congress is gaveled in next year. Three-quarters of the nation's senators will have started their Senate careers after 9/11. So in the 
last 14 years, there has been a lot of turnover in the world's most deliberative body. 

And by the way, the Senate's getting a little younger. The average age of new senators will be 50. It's about ten years younger than 
the average age of the entire Senate. And one reason the average age is skewing downward is thanks to our next guest, 
Representative Tom Cotton of Arkansas. At 37, he will become the youngest member of the Senate. Cotton's victory over incumbent 
Democrat Mark Pryor helped give Republicans their new majority in the Senate. Senator-Elect Cotton, welcome back to Meet the 
Press. 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Thank you, it's great to be on. I think I may have single-handedly brought that average down by six years. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Let's start with immigration, because you're still a sitting member of the House. There's been some speculation that House 
Republicans this week are going to decide on how to retaliate against the president on this decision. What's the decision going to 
be? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, we'll come back from this Thanksgiving holiday and make a decision about the best way to proceed on a tactical measure. But I 
think Congress has to stand up to protect our prerogatives. Which is to say, stand up to the American people. You know, the 
president just lost an election in no small measure because wages for working families are declining and unemployment is still too 
high in too many places. And the first big action he took after the election was to make it easier for illegal immigrants to get jobs, not 
for working families to get jobs. 

CHUCK TODD: 

One of the ideas that's been floating out there is to essentially all of the spending bills through September of next year and just 
isolate anything that has to do with immigration. Do you agree with that idea? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, that's one possible solution. That would seed our spending power on so many other measures that are like EPA overreach. So 
what we might also do is pass a short-term spending measure into the new year to let a new and accountable Congress, not a lame-
duck Congress make a difference. 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

So you're against this idea that apparently some people see Republicans-- 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

I'll consult with my colleagues in both the Senate and the House, to decide on an immediate path forward. But I'm reluctant to see 
the spending power that a Congress has under the Constitution for three-eighths of the remainder of the Obama presidency. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Would Republicans be on higher ground here if the House had passed an immigration bill? Any immigration bill? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, I think we should pass an immigration bill that addresses our problems, which is a lack of border security, a lack of internal 
enforcement. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Why didn't you? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, there weren't the votes in the House going forward to focus on the real problems that the people of Arkansas shared with me 
during the campaign. A bill that focused on building a border fence or enforcing our interior immigration laws, and getting a handle 
on legal immigration, that could actually drive down wages and increase unemployment. But I think the new Congress will focus on 
those priorities. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You had said immigration, you felt, was the number-one issue. The reason why you and so many Republicans one. Do you believe 
that? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, certainly, a central issue in the campaign, along with ObamaCare and national security. But too many Arkansans are worried 
about the impact that rampant illegal immigration is having on their communities and local services, on the impact it's having on 
jobs for working families all across the country. And that's why they want us to address those problems in the new Congress. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Now, you brought up one other issue during the campaign. I want to ask you about it. Let me play some audio from you about the 
immigration issue. 

REP. TOM COTTON (ON TAPE): 

First off, we have a lot at stake to collaborate with drug cartels in Mexico that have clearly shown their ready to expand outside the 
drug trade into human trafficking and potentially even terrorism. They could infiltrate our defenseless southern border and attack it 
right here in places like Arkansas. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You didn't bring up terrorism just now with me. You did in a campaign phone call. Is that just campaign rhetoric? 



REP. TOM COTTON: 

No. I mean, Hezbollah-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

What's the evidence? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

No, Hezbollah has tried to launch terrorist attacks right here in Washington D.C. They're under federal indictment collaborating with 
locals in Mexico to cross our borders, attack us here. As long as our border is open and it's defenseless, then it's not just an 
immigration issue, it's a national security issue. 

And we know that these drug cartels in Mexico are focused primarily on power and profit. They'll branch out into any activity if it 
brings them more money and helps them consolidate control. That's yet another reason why we have to get control of our border. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you worry that rhetoric like that ends up making it even that much harder to actually get some sort of agreeable immigration 
bill? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

No. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Because that plays to fear. That's, you know, some would argue that's fear mongering. 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, the Islamic State is cutting the heads off of Americans right now. And their leader has said they want to strike us here in the 
United States. That's something that we should be fearful of and that we should take a strong stance against, whether it's in Iraq, in 
Syria, or whether it's securing our southern border. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I want to ask you one of the things you did as an Arkansas congressman. You were alone in voting against the farm bill. Some people 
thought that was going to be a political problem for you. It turned out not to be a political issue from you. Explain to me what your 
job as a senator is, how much do you represent Arkansas versus representing the interests outside of Arkansas? 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Well, I voted against that farm bill because I thought it wasn't in the interest of Arkansans, that it was going to spend almost a 
trillion-- 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

In the minority of that opinion in Arkansas. 

REP. TOM COTTON: 



Well, everyone has disagreements. But I didn't think it was a good idea to spend a trillion new dollars at a time when we're almost 
$18 trillion in debt, when Arkansas was only getting half a percent of the benefit, and 80% of that was food stamp spending. Now, 
no Arkansan is going to agree with every word I speak, or every vote I cast. But I hope every Arkansan will know that I'm looking out 
for their interest every day in the Senate. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you think too many senators are parochial? Because that was a non-parochial move. That is something, you know, that was, "No, 
I'm looking in my view, what's in the best national interest." Maybe it wasn't in the best financial interest of an Arkansas family. 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

No, I actually thought it was in the interest of Arkansas farmers and in our national interest when you look at deficit reduction. And if 
you look at the farm counties that I won all across Arkansas. You'll see that a lot of Arkansas farmers agreed with me. And they said 
so at the time when I cast that vote. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right, Senator-Elect Tom Cotton, you've got some cleanup work here in the House. We'll be watching to see what happens in 
immigration. Thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 

REP. TOM COTTON: 

Thank you, great to be on with you, Chuck. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Don't go anywhere. In just 45 seconds, we're going to hear from Janay Rice, on the reinstatement of her husband, Ray Rice, an 
exclusive interview she did with Matt Lauer and what she had to say about NFL commissioner Roger Goodell. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

Welcome back. The panel is here. And Helene Cooper, when I wanted you on the show, your big scoop had to do with an outgoing 
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, and the fact that he was essentially fired by the president. Number one, why do we think he was 
fired? Do we really think he was fired? And who do you think the president's going to replace him with? 

HELENE COOPER: 

Oh wow. You don't ask anything hard, do you? 

CHUCK TODD: 

No, not at all. Hey, you're the one who broke the story. You own the story now there, Cooper. 

HELENE COOPER: 

Hey, I own it. I think he was, the phrase we're using is resigned under pressure. And I think President Obama was very fine with 
seeing him leave because it's sort of, in many ways, Chuck Hagel was exactly the defense secretary that President Obama wanted. 
He wanted to take the temperature down a notch after Gates and after-- 

(OVERTALK) 

 



CHUCK TODD: 

He wanted a smaller personality. 

HELENE COOPER: 

He didn't want any more rock star military generals, he didn't want, you know, this constant fighting with the Pentagon over troop 
numbers in Iraq and Afghanistan. And Chuck Hagel gave him everything that he wanted. I think at the end of the day though, Chuck 
Hagel was viewed by the White House as almost too passive. 

But I think the real reason why he was let go-- is because the White House, after the midterms, felt like they needed to show that 
they were doing something, they were shaking up their national security team. The reality is, he didn't want to shake up his national 
security team. 

CHUCK TODD: 

He's not going to. 

HELENE COOPER: 

He's not going to. So he went for the lowest-hanging fruit. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, Rich Lowry, it was interesting to see all those Republicans who voted against Chuck Hagel, in confirmation suddenly 
embrace him. It's a little hypocritical, isn't it? 

RICH LOWRY: 

I agree on the word "firing" is much too harsh. This is what Gwyneth Paltrow would call "conscious decoupling." But-- 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

Wow, Pharrell Williams and Gwyneth Paltrow all on the same show. Who says Meet the Press isn’t hip anymore? 

RICH LOWRY: 

But I always thought Hagel was brought on basically to be a nonfactor and was admirably performing in that role. So I was a little 
surprised by this. But you now have three former defense secretaries that say the White House is too insular and is micromanaging 
too much on foreign policy. So you clearly have a policy-making process that is troubled, and a substantive policy that I believe is a 
disaster. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Well, the question is where is substantive policy goes, specifically Islamic State. And to me, the war seems to be in the sort of 
untenable middle ground, where it's kind of a war, but not really. And so which way does it go from here? And, I mean, Andrea-- 

(OVERTALK) 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

I mean, the fact is that he was hired to get out of Afghanistan and Iraq. And now we are in both. 



CHUCK TODD: 

Well, we just signed an agreement the we're in for sure long term. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And we are training and we are on the ground in Iraq. And they criticized him quietly for being too passive. They wanted someone 
who was passive. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Now of course. I want to shift gears a little bit here. Our own Matt Lauer got an exclusive with Janay Rice, Ray Rice's now wife. Of 
course during the domestic violence incident that took place in Atlantic City. Here's what's been interesting here is the focus now 
seems to be on the NFL commissioner Roger Goodell. What did he know, when did he know it. Here is what Janay Rice said Roger 
Goodell knew or didn't know. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

MATT LAUER: 

So when the commissioner of the NFL, Roger Goodell says Ray was ambiguous, and the NFL says that it was a starkly different 
sequence of events, is the commissioner lying? 

JANAY RICE: 

I can't say he's telling the truth. You know? I know for a fact that Ray told the honest truth that he's been telling from February. 

MATT LAUER: 

And you think the league and the commissioner covered their butts? 

JANAY RICE: 

I think they did what they had to do for themselves. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 

Mr. Lowry, I know you're an NFL fan. Bill Simmons got suspended by ESPN for speculating that Roger Goodell was a liar. Janay Rice 
basically said in her view, Roger Goodell lied. 

RICH LOWRY: 

Yeah, and the contemporaneous notes seemed to back her up from that crucial meeting. And this really seemed bizarre to me that 
you would punish him twice for the same offense. The first time, too lightly. The second time, too severely. So this process has been 
a mess. In the short term, it's a big threat to the future of Roger Goodell. In the long term, I still believe the biggest threat to the 
future to the NFL is the concussion issue. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Oh, there's absolutely-- 

(OVERTALK) 



ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Goodell, it would be-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Oh, I'm sorry Andrea. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

I was just saying Goodell's job would be on the line if he weren't hired by the owners, who are still backing him as of now. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I think it still may be on the line. I think it still may be on the line. You don't-- 

(OVERTALK) 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Well, he makes so much money for those owners though. And, you know, I don't know what's on the line. 

CHUCK TODD: 

But somebody else can do the same thing. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

You know, but the other thing from that interview though that really jumped out at me is that she remembers nothing of what 
happened in the elevator because he hit her so hard. And, you know, talk about concussion. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And that's a concussion, I mean, this is-- 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Exactly. And, you know, it was just appalling, it's an amazing thing to have seen. So I do think this is a big issue for the NFL. I 
understand why the NFL is trying to get out front and not be behind this curve. You know, when did Goodell know and when did he 
know it, I suspect we're going to learn more about that. 

CHUCK TODD: 

All right. This holiday season, all right, let's go a little lighter here. It's officially here. I think Cyber Monday is tomorrow. Many of you 
braved all the Black Friday crowds on Tuesday of last week. I happen to know Andrea rushed out to get her hands on a big-screen, 
85-inch TV. She's also a big PlayStation 4 gal, a huge Grand Theft Auto fan. 

Anyway, for those of you who haven't gotten ahead on your holiday gift shopping, we've come up with our top-five presents for the 
political junkie in your life in 2014. Number five for the justice and hip hop loving person in your life, it's the Notorious R.B.G. T-shirt 
in honor of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who by the way we might add, was released from the hospital this week, just a stint there 
put in and is expected to hear arguments at the court tomorrow. Good for her. 

Number four, you want to dress like a president? Done. The R.N.C. is selling George H. W. socks complete with the GOP elephant 
and an embroidered signature from Bush 41. I know what I'm getting Helene. Number three, we're back at the court. Look how cool 



this is. Or should we say hot? This mug has landmark Supreme Court cases on it, that add hot coffee, and the losers vanish. I know 
what I'm getting Pete Williams!. 

And the 2016 crowd takes the top two spots. There's the Ted Cruz coloring book. A Missouri company has that line and what they 
call "Special Event Coloring Books." And this one stars the Texas junior senator 2016 hopeful Ted Cruz. It's very nice. It's on a, here 
you go Gene, I know you want it. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Oh thanks. 

(OVERTALK) 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

I'll give it to my granddaughter. 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

What I'm getting you here-- 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Thank you. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Your dog or cat, you know, I know they don't stop talking about Hillary Clinton in 2016, who doesn't, right? Well, now they can show 
that they're ready for Hillary too. The lucky cat collar, or the lucky dog leash, being sold by the Ready for Hillary PAC. And the price, 
of course, for both is $20.16. 

(OVERTALK) 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

Right. What else? 

CHUCK TODD: 

So there it is. So Rich, I know that's what you want, right? 

RICH LOWRY: 

Shopping's done. Thanks. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Shopping's done. Helene? What-- 

HELENE COOPER: 

Yeah, yes, thank you. 



(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, I've got a T-shirt for you. 

(OVERTALK) 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Appreciate it. 

CHUCK TODD: 

You know, this is what we do here. You know, on a little heavier note here at the end, 2016, we talk about Ted Cruz, Ben Carson, 
what do we make of Ben Carson? Rich? He's incredibly popular with the conservative grassroots. 

RICH LOWRY: 

He's going to be a real factor in Iowa and a threat to someone like Ted Cruz who really needs to unite the right. And it's going to be 
hard to do, because that part of the field is going to be so crowded. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I was just going to say, they're both sort of the "Teavangelicals," I guess, is what David Brody over at CBN calls them. But Ted Cruz is 
hot to Ben Carson is cool. Like, you know, sort of they have two different temperaments. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Well, I think the other big difference though is that Ted Cruz has won an election in Texas, a huge state. The second most populous-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Carson's never run at all. 

EUGENE ROBINSON: 

Ben Carson has not run for political office. 

CHUCK TODD: 

No, and that's a tough-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

He has no political background at all. But I was watching the-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

That could be an asset. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

I was just going to say, I was watching him on Maryland PBS last night. He taped this, I asked him today, about a year ago. His lecture 
from Hopkins, Johns Hopkins on the brain, fascinating stuff. With a live audience. 



(OVERTALK) 

RICH LOWRY: 

The rest of us are watching football, Andrea's watching the PBS specials on a brain. 

HELENE COOPER: 

What are you watching on a Saturday night? 

(OVERTALK) 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

I knew he was going to be on the show and I saw he was on the tube. 

CHUCK TODD: 

She wasn't watching the Iron Bowl. Clearly that is what was not happening. Anyway, you guys were terrific. Happy-- 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

--turkey day weekend. I really appreciate it. Before we go, quick note this week, if it's Tuesday, it'll be the ten-year anniversary, 
ready for this Andrea? Ten-year anniversary of Brian Williams anchoring and managing editor of the NBC Nightly News. Many 
congratulations to him, a decade, brother. Nice work. Hope to match you. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And if it's Thursday, Allison Williams is Pan live. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Oh that's right, live Peter Pan. And guess what? That's all for today because if it's Sunday, next week, it'll be Meet the Press. 

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 12/07/14 -- GARNER’S WIDOW SAYS HER HUSBAND WAS “MURDERED UNJUSTLY;” TX GOV-ELECT ABBOTT ON 
IMMIGRATION & 2016; AND MORE 

Snipes-Garner: “I don’t even feel like it's a black and white thing” Abbott: “Texas has incurred taxpayer dollars out of pocket as a 
result of the prior executive order” Abbott says he won’t endorse in the 2016 GOP Primary 

DECEMBER 7, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured interviews with Eric Garner’s widow, Esaw Snipes-Garner, 
and Rev. Al Sharpton; a discussion on race and justice with Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter, Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance, Jr., Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey, and President of the Fraternal Order of Police Chuck Caterbury; a one-
on-one with Texas Governor-elect Greg Abbott; and a political panel with CNBC's Rick Santelli, Amy Walter of the Cook Political 
Report, John Stanton of BuzzFeed, and Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed. 

The program also included a report from NBC News correspondent Luke Russert on division among key GOP figures and Nerdscreen 
stats on wealth in Congress. Chuck unvieled a new NBC News/Marist poll showing a deep racial divide in confidence in law 
enforcement: http://nbcnews.to/1AMrURj. 



 
Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online at http://www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
# # # 

Eric Garner’s widow: “I feel that he was murdered unjustly” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1wOWM51  

CHUCK TODD: Your husband is now the face of bias in our law enforcement. How do you feel about that? 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: I feel that he was murdered unjustly. I don't even feel like it's a black and white thing, honestly, you know, in 
my opinion. I really don't feel like it's a black and white thing. I feel like it's just something that he continued to do and the police 
knew. You know, they knew. It wasn't like it was a shock. They knew. You know? They knew him by name. They harassed us. They 
said things to us. We would go shopping. You know? They, "Hi Cigarette Man. Hey Cigarette Man Wife." You know? Stuff like that. 
And I would just say, "Eric, just keep walking. Don't say anything. Don't respond. You know? Don't give them a reason to do anything 
to you." 

Sharpton: “You can't kill jobs bill and infrastructure and then tell men to take care of their family. You can't have it both ways.” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1yEAVN9 

CHUCK TODD: We're talking about Mr. Garner having to sell single cigarettes to survive, to make a living. Do you need to be focusing 
your efforts also on this economic problem? 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: Absolutely, and we do. 
 
CHUCK TODD: That a lot of African American communities feel as if a hopelessness on the economic front? 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: We do. Which is why we aggressively National Action Network and the civil rights community supported the 
jobs bill, support infrastructure development, because we want to challenge men in our community to say, "You've got to stand up 
and you've got to be responsible." They need jobs. They need training. So one hand we can't expand the public sector for jobs. And 
another hand, they say, "Well, we have been harassed and treated differently by law enforcement." So we've got to strike a balance 
that is not in our power to do, which is why we're going to Congress to make that possible. You can't kill jobs bill and infrastructure 
and then tell men to take care of their family. You can't have it both ways. 

Ramsey says task force on 21st-century policing will look at training and education as well as use of force and technology 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1yYrwPc 

CHARLES RAMSEY: Well, first, let me say that the president is very serious about this issue. That's why he put together the taskforce 
as a part of other initiatives that he has going on right now. … It's very troubling that people do not believe there's fairness in a way 
in which we police, a way in which cases are reviewed by prosecutors on and on and on. And we've got to change that dynamic. And 
we've got to take a look at our training. And more importantly, the education that we provide officers so they better understand the 
role of police in a democratic society. And those are the kinds of things we'll be focusing on, as well as use of force and technology. 

Chair of the Fraternal Order of Police: “I don’t believe that there’s a systemic problem in law enforcement”  
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1u8Ey7J 

CHUCK CANTERBURY: The bottom line is, rank and file police officers have always wanted more training. And welcome that training. 
I don't believe that under current economic times, with the huge reduction in law enforcement officers around this country that 
training has kept up. But, I also don't believe that there's a systemic problem in law enforcement. I believe that the media and others 
have taken a couple of incidents. There are 14 million arrests in this country every year. And we have less than 300 police officers 
that have been indicted for excessive force since 2009. 

Mayor Nutter: we have to look at perceptions and fears 

MICHAEL NUTTER: And the issue is, go back to the issues of training and experience and what's in the officer's mind and what about 
perceptions and any amount of bias that any of us bring to our respective jobs. ... We have to look at what else is going on with the 
officers. What are they thinking about? What are some of their fears? What are community fears? I mean, you, in essence, have the 



citizens who want to be protected who are now increasingly afraid of the police, and you have some police officers who are 
increasingly afraid of the community. There is a large gap in that context. And so it is about training. People need the police to 
protect them. 

Chuck Todd on the “housification” of the Senate 

CHUCK TODD: [The election of Bill Cassidy] also means, by the way, that the 114th Congress will contain 53 senators who had 
previously served in the U.S. House of Representatives. That's more than any Congress since at least 1899, before the direct election 
of senators. Critics argue that this means this is the "housification" of the Senate. What do they mean by that? They think it 
increases polarization to what used to be called the most deliberative body in the world. 

Chuck’s Nerdscreen: over half of the Members of Congress are millionaires 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1yrCleX 

CHUCK TODD: Overall, nearly 6% of households in America are millionaires. And that number's up, by the way. Members of 
Congress? Over half of them -- remember there are 535 of them -- over half of them are millionaires. So you wonder why the 
economy, income inequity, all of these issues, you don't feel like Congress quite understands the urgency of it, this is all you need to 
know. Half of them are millionaires. 

Governor-elect Greg Abbott defends lawsuit against the president 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/12eBPTI 

GREG ABBOTT: Texas has been at the epicenter of the 2012 DACA. You all saw more than a 1,000 people crossing our board each 
and every day. Texas has come out of pocket to the tune of more than $100 million in law enforcement, education and healthcare 
because of what has happened. And understand this, the president's agencies' memos themselves have indicated that there will be 
more problems like this resulting from the next presidential order, or the most recent presidential order. … Texas has incurred 
taxpayer dollars out of pocket as a result of the prior executive order. It's also been stated by members of the Obama administration 
that this new executive order will lead to same results. 

Abbott: “Americans are tired of both Congress and the president failing to act” on immigration and border security 

CHUCK TODD: Illegal immigration. Good or bad for the state of Texas? Bottom line. 
 
GREG ABBOTT: Legal immigration is great for the United States of America. Any illegal activity is not good anywhere. 
 
CHUCK TODD: And yet it's been good for the Texas economy. Right? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: Legal immigration has been great for America. And if bringing more immigrants here is the appropriate thing to do 
then what Congress needs to do and what the president needs to do is to figure out a way to improve our immigration system. In 
fact Americans are tired of both Congress and the president failing to act. It is time for Washington, D.C. to stop talking about this 
and take action. And that begins with securing our borders. 

Abbott won’t endorse in 2016 Republican race: “I’m staying out of the primary” 
VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1zCjXwV 

CHUCK TODD: Come 2016 you may be a popular figure inside the Republican party. Rick Perry, Ted Cruz, two Texas officials running 
for president. Rand Paul, born in Texas. Jeb Bush, his son is serving in Texas. Do you have a favorite? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: I will be strongly supportive of the Republican nominee to be the next president of the United States. 
 
CHUCK TODD: You are staying out of the primarily totally? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: I'm staying out of the primary. 

# # # 
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CHUCK TODD: 
This Sunday, anger and disbelief across the country after a grand jury decides not to indict a police officer in a chokehold death. 
 
HILLARY CLINTON: 
Each of us has to grapple with some hard truths about race and justice in America. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Is the criminal justice system failing African Americans? Also, America in black and white. Our new poll on how differently African 
Americans and whites view the police. Plus, the fight within the Republican party over immigration. 
 
JOHN BOEHNER: 
We have limited options in terms of how we can deal with this. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
How far will Republicans go to block President Obama's executive action? 
 
TED CRUZ: 
What I'm here urging my fellow Republicans to do is very, very simple. Do what you said you'd do. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And how rich is your member of Congress? A breakdown how Washington politicians are doing very well this last decade while 
ordinary Americans continue to tread water. I'm Chuck Todd and joining me to provide insight and analysis this morning are CNBC's 
Rick Santelli, Amy Walter of the Cook Political Report, John Stanton of BuzzFeed, and Kasim Reed, mayor of Atlanta. Welcome to 
Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 
 
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Good morning. It's been another week with headlines dominated by an angry reaction to a grand jury decision not to prosecute a 
white police officer for killing a black man. Last week, the story was in Ferguson, Missouri. This week, New York City. The grand jury's 
decision not to indict Daniel Pantaleo who put Eric Garner in a chokehold, which led to Mr. Garner's death. 
 
It brought thousands to the streets. What was different this week though was even as protesters demonstrated from coast to coast, 
politicians from across the political spectrum came together to condemn the New York decision. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 

PROTESTERS: 
What do we want? Justice! When do we want it? Now! What do we want? Justice! When do we want it? Now! 
 
ERIC HOLDER: 
Mr. Garner's death has led to several recent incidents across our great country that have tested the sense of trust that must exist 
between law enforcement and these communities they are in charge to serve and to protect. 
 
ANN THOMPSON: 
I asked them, I said, "What do you want? What is the point of this?" They said they want accountability from the N.Y.P.D., from the 
prosecutor over in Staten Island. And they said that they're going to be out here every night marching until they get an indictment in 
the death of Eric Garner. 
 
PROTESTER: 
He’s got a camera. Don’t worry, he’s got a camera. 



 
JOHN BOEHNER: 
I do think that the American people deserve more answers about what really happened here and was our system of justice handled 
properly? 

PROTESTER: 
The crowd is reflective of a lot of people of New York City that are tired of autocratic, unaccountable police. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
And when you're dealing with something as deeply rooted as racism or bias, in any society, you've got to have vigilance. But you 
have to recognize that it's going to take some time, and you just have to be steady so that you don't give up. 
 
GEORGE W. BUSH: 
I had dinner with Condi the other night and we talked about this subject. And yeah, she just said, "You've just got to understand 
there are a lot of, you know, black folks around that are just incredibly, are more and more distrusting of law enforcement." Which is 
-- which is a shame. Because law enforcement's job is to protect everybody. 
 
BILL DE BLASIO: 
Chirlane and I have had to talk to Dante for years about the danger that he may face. We've had to literally train him as families have 
all over this city for decades, and how to take special care in any encounter he has with the police officers. They are there to protect 
him. 
 
(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm joined now in studio by Esaw Garner, the widow of Eric Garner, and Reverend Al Sharpton, founder and president of the National 
Action Network, and of course, host of MSNBC Politics Nation. Mrs. Garner, first of all, my condolences. 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
Thank you. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Your husband is now the face of bias in our law enforcement. How do you feel about that? 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
I feel that he was murdered unjustly. I don't even feel like it's a black and white thing, honestly, you know, in my opinion. I really 
don't feel like it's a black and white thing. I feel like it's just something that he continued to do and the police knew. You know, they 
knew. It wasn't like it was a shock. They knew. You know? They knew him by name. 
 
They harassed us. They said things to us. We would go shopping. You know? They, "Hi Cigarette Man. Hey Cigarette Man Wife." You 
know? Stuff like that. And I would just say, "Eric, just keep walking. Don't say anything. Don't respond. You know? Don't give them a 
reason to do anything to you." 
 
And he just felt like, "But baby, they keep harassing me." And I said, "Just ignore them, Eric." And he said, "But how much can I 
ignore them?" And I would say, "Just stay away from the block. You know? Just find something else to do." And he's like, "What else 
can I do? I keep getting sick." He tried working with the Parks Department. But he had asthma. You know? He had issues. You know? 
Heavy guy. And he was very lazy. You know? He didn't like to do anything. He wasn't used to it, so. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You say he was murdered. 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
Yeah. I feel like that. I feel like he was murdered. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You obviously aren't going to get your day in criminal court. But you're still looking for a day in court? 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 



I'm looking for it, yes. Because I think it would only be right, not only for my husband, but for all the other young men and women 
and my sons. I have two sons, you know, that I have to train now. I have a 15 year old. I won't even let him go two blocks away from 
my house. On Halloween night, he wanted to go out trick-or-treating and I kept him in the house. 
 
I went and bought him all kinds of candy from Duane Reade and told him, "Please stay in the house." I just don't want him to go 
outside, because now that everybody knows who he is, that he's Eric Garner's son, you know, I fear. And now my other son is in 
college and he's in Jersey, in Newark, and I make him call me. He's like, "Mom, I'm 20." I'm like, "Call me at least in the morning 
before you go to class, when you get out of school, don't go to any parties, don't do this." You know? I'm so afraid of what could 
happen to them in the street by the police. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And do you-- 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
I'm afraid of the police. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Are you afraid of the police? 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
Yes, I am. That's why I left Staten Island. You know? I lived two, three blocks, tops, away from the 120. So if there's a bottle thrown 
on my block, the 120 is coming to see about it. If there's an argument or a fight between neighbors or something, the 120 is coming 
to this. I couldn't stay there anymore. You know? And everything on Staten Island is centered on Bay Street. So one way or the 
other, you had to go to Bay Street. And that's where they all are. And they all knew where I was as well, you know. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Reverend Sharpton, there have been protests coast to coast. The reaction, it seems, to this grand jury non-decision, much different 
than the reaction to what happened in Ferguson. We had a more polarized reaction. This one not so polarized. Do you see that as 
progress? 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
I see it as progress as long as we take it to some real change. This Saturday we're having a national march that Mrs. Garner and the 
family from Ferguson is meeting to call for congressional action. The Congress needs to not only do hearings, they need to deal with 
the jurisdictional threshold of how you make a federal case. 
 
How will she get her day in court? You've got to be able to move the jurisdictional threshold, which Congress can do. Congress needs 
to put money in the Justice Department, investigating these cases. We've got to go there bring protest to where it goes into 
legislation. Otherwise, we'll be back here again. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Which is why, I know, you kind of set up the big protest for this coming Saturday. 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
This coming Saturday, the 13th. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me get you to react to something that Patrick Lynch, the Patrolmen's Benevolent Association president in New York said on 
Thursday. Here's what he said. 
 
PATRICK LYNCH: 
You cannot resist arrest. Because resisting arrest leads to confrontation. Confrontation leads to tragedy. So we feel badly that there 
was a loss of life. But unfortunately, Mr. Garner made a choice that day to resist arrest. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Blaming Mr. Garner - 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
First of all, to blame the victim, the insensitivity of that is striking. But it's also, when you look at the video, the difference between 



Ferguson and Staten Island, even though we're bringing them together for now, is the video. And if you see in the video a man taken 
down on the ground with police over him, and then you continue to choke him, and the chokehold is illegal, are you now saying at 
the worst-case scenario, if he had resisted arrest and clearly he did, but the penalty then is that you choke him to death? I mean, I 
think it's the most absurd premise that this person could have raised. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Mrs. Garner, you wanted to react to that? I watched your eyes, I watched your head shake. 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
Because I'm not going to say he was a career criminal, but I'm going to say he had a past of being arrested. And he never, not once, 
ever resisted arrest. He's done a little bit of time, and he's accepted his time when the judge handed it to him. "Babe, I'll be home. 
They gave me two and a half." You know? So a person as far as my history in New York City, I've seen a lot of people who have 
resisted arrest. I've seen people pulled out guns on cops and live. 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
But that's the point. But you bring up race. And she has tried to say, "I don't want to deal with race as the issue." But clearly they 
treat differently. If he would have a different race, with the same background, no one has tried to sugarcoat anyone's background, 
would he have been treated the same way? 
 
And that's what we're talking about. You cannot have a broken-windows policing if you have broken training, broken accountability, 
and police that train that have the right to bring you down and then later say, "It's resisting," even when a videotape says it's not. So 
we're not talking about making victims saits, but we’re talking about not giving a pass to police who do it wrong. You can't have two 
wrongs and make one civil right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. And I want to ask you on this issue here, we're talking about Mr. Garner having to sell single cigarettes to survive, to make a 
living. Do you need to be focusing your efforts also on this economic problem? 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
Absolutely, and we do. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That a lot of African American communities feel as if a hopelessness on the economic front? 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
We do. Which is why we aggressively National Action Network and the civil rights community supported the jobs bill, support 
infrastructure development, because we want to challenge men in our community to say, "You've got to stand up and you've got to 
be responsible." They need jobs. They need training. 
 
So one hand we can't expand the public sector for jobs. And another hand, they say, "Well, we have been harassed and treated 
differently by law enforcement." So we've got to strike a balance that is not in our power to do, which is why we're going to 
Congress to make that possible. You can't kill jobs bill and infrastructure and then tell men to take care of their family. You can't 
have it both ways. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Reverend Sharpton, Esaw Garner, again, my condolences. Thank you for coming on Meet the Press. 
 
ESAW SNIPES-GARNER: 
Thank you for having me. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We're going to be discussion a lot of the reform issues here in just a moment. Thank you very much. 
 
REV. AL SHARPTON: 
Thank you. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Of course, I'm joined now on our panel, Rick Santelli, Amy Walter, John Stanton, Amy Walter, Kasim Reed. I've got new polling this 



morning, been in the field the last couple of days on law enforcement issues. And not surprisingly, a big divide between blacks and 
whites. We asked, "Do you agree or disagree with this? Are there different standards in the law enforcement community that they 
apply to blacks and whites?" 
 
Whites, the majority disagree that there are different standards, 51%. African Americans, 82% agree that there are different 
standards applied. How about confidence that the police, the law enforcement can be able to treat races equally? 52% of whites 
have a great deal of confidence, 43% of African Americans have very little confidence. 
 
And of course, confidence in the legal system after Ferguson, after Staten Island, has it increased or decreased? In this case, both 
whites and blacks say their confidence in the legal system has decreased. Whites 35% say it's decreased, with blacks, 70%. Mayor 
Reed, the Atlanta Police Department, do you feel that they treat blacks and whites the same or differently in your city? 
 
KASIM REED: 
You know, I think you have to take it on a case-by-case basis. I think we do a better job than most. You look at the race composition 
of our police department, it looks like the communities that we serve. If you look at the movement towards cameras and videos, we 
were already discussing that before the Ferguson judgment. 
 
And I think that because of the history of the city of Atlanta, candidly, we work harder at issues of race than other communities do. 
And it's a part of the DNA of our city being the home of Dr. Martin Luther King. But what I made clear is that Ferguson can happen 
anywhere. Because it's about the judgment of an individual officer. 
 
And what we have to do is we have these conversations and move conversations to real reform, is to make sure that we don't take a 
broad brush and paint police officers as bad people because they do a tough job. But when we see wrong, we need to act decisively, 
Chuck. And in order to make the real value from the losses we've seen, we have to move forward on training, hearing about the 
equity in terms of the racial composition of the police force. And the conversation around video cameras is over. We're going to 
move there. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Clearly. You know, Rick Santelli, in the sense of trusting government issue, I mean, I sit there and say that we sit here and talk about 
trusting government, and we are so focused on agencies and competency and maybe it's healthcare, maybe it's this, there's another 
part of America's population, African Americans, who have a trust in government issue, and in this case, it's law enforcement. 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Believe me. When you're talking about trust in government, you're preaching to the choir, whether it's on the financial side, the 
central banking side, we see areas where the government does good jobs, we see areas where they don't do as good a job. I think 
the mayor nailed it. I don't understand it, and haven't understood in this world of technology, where every building has a camera, 
every ATM has a camera, why don't we have cameras on police officers? 
 
And it's really sad that this horrible tragedy had to bring that about. But there's also a huge responsibility for us in the media, leaders 
like Reverend Al Sharpton, to make sure that this story doesn't end up like University of Virginia, Rolling Stone. We have to make 
sure we do it right. 
 
A huge responsibility, because these cases might represent a small percentage of all the issues. And police, for the most part, as the 
mayor pointed out, do a good job. But that doesn't mean that with can't do better. And I think this is the time to begin this 
discussion. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, John Stanton, Amy Walter, you guys have been residents with me here a while. Rick's a Chicago guy, Kasim's an Atlanta 
guy. We've seen Washington go through this transition. I mean, I'd say 20 years ago we had a big trust problem between the 
populace and law enforcement. And it's been slowly restored. What's worked, do you think, in Washington? 
 
JOHN STANTON: 
I think that the police in D.C. have learned that they have to try to avoid what is I think a cultural problem frankly in our country, 
which is people look at young, black men as threats, automatically. It is just sort of how they've become defined in our culture. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Guilty until proven innocent. 
 



JOHN STANTON: 
Guilty until proven innocent. And when you add that into the justice system, that creates a volatile mix. And I think that the police in 
D.C. have tried harder than in a lot of other places to not do that. But you still see it here. It's just not quite as pronounced. We 
haven't had something like, you know, Mr. Garner or anything like that happen here of late. 
 
But you do see it still happening here. You know, young black men are constantly being pulled over, they're being stopped walking 
down the street. I see it in my neighborhood all the time. And it's something that has sort of fallen down a little bit, but it's still 
there. 
 
AMY WALTER: 
That’s sort of the piece of this, and I think the mayor addressed this, which is there's a powder keg that's sitting there, and it just 
takes one spark to light it. And say, "When you have the deep-seated--" 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
it’s generations - It goes back generations. I mean-- 
 
AMY WALTER: 
That's right. This polling is not new. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That's not new. 
 
AMY WALTER: 
If we asked this before, and I've seen polling, back in 2009, same numbers. This is still sitting there. It's not going away. It was the 
same number we saw after the riots in Rodney King. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I guess the question now, what do you do? What are some reform measures? Well, that's what we're going to talk about in a 
minute. A discussion of the future of policing in America that needs to be done to restore this trust gap between African Americans 
and law enforcement. 

* * *COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED* * * 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
So reforms. Welcome back. We've put together an expert group to talk about what needs to be done to reform policing and the 
justice system in this country. I'm joined by an array of people here. Cyrus Vance, Junior, the Manhattan district attorney, Michael 
Nutter, mayor of Philadelphia, Chuck Canterbury, chair of the Fraternal Order of Police, and Charles Ramsey, the Philadelphia police 
commissioner who this week was appointed by the president to co-chair his task force on 21st-century policing. Mr. Ramsey, let me 
start with you. Your mandate from the president, what do you believe you've got to accomplish to show that one of these taskforces 
can be more than just talk? 
 
CHARLES RAMSEY: 
Well, first, let me say that the president is very serious about this issue. That's why he put together the taskforce as a part of other 
initiatives that he has going on right now. We have 90 days to come up with some concrete recommendations to the president on 
how we can have change, positive change, in policing, starting with establishing trust. 
 
I was listening to comments earlier in your program. And it's very troubling that people do not believe there's fairness in a way in 
which we police, a way in which cases are reviewed by prosecutors on and on and on. And we've got to change that dynamic. And 
we've got to take a look at our training. And more importantly, the education that we provide officers so they better understand the 
role of police in a democratic society. And those are the kinds of things we'll be focusing on, as well as use of force and technology. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, Mr. Canterbury, let me go to you. You represent rank and file police officers. The beat cop. 
 
CHUCK CANTERBURY: 
That's right. 
 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
The reforms. What do you want to see the president's task force tackle? If you were asked to be on this task force, what would you 
be saying? "Okay, let's not indict all police officers here. But this I what I think the police need." 
 
CHUCK CANTERBURY: 
Well, first of all, we believe that the judicial system works. The grand jury system and police-reviewed boards in certain cities have 
shown some promise. But the bottom line is, rank and file police officers have always wanted more training. And welcome that 
training. I don't believe that under current economic times, with the huge reduction in law enforcement officers around this country 
that training has kept up. 
 
But, I also don't believe that there's a systemic problem in law enforcement. I believe that the media and others have taken a couple 
of incidents. There are 14 million arrests in this country every year. And we have less than 300 police officers that have been indicted 
for excessive force since 2009. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
So there is a trust gap-- you acknowledge that. 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK CANTERBURY: 
There's absolutely a trust gap. But it takes a holistic approach. It's not just law enforcement's problem. The common denominator is 
poverty. In every country in the world where there's an economic problem in a neighborhood-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Then you have a problem. 
 
CHUCK CANTERBURY: 
--you have a higher crime. And then, people like the mayor who have to, send us in to deal with the problems. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Mr. Vance, I think another issue here has to do with the relationship between district attorneys and police officers. Can district 
attorneys fairly assess a police officer who is under suspicion, in this case with the police officer in Staten Island, of potentially 
having committed a crime? Can the D.A. fairly prosecute that case in front of a grand jury? 
 
CYRUS VANCE, JR.: 
Chuck, thank you first off for having me and I'd also like to extend my condolences to Mrs. Garner and her family for their loss. In 
answer to your question, Chuck, police officers and prosecutors need to be collaborative, but not cozy. We have a responsibility as 
district attorneys to investigate and where appropriate, prosecute police officers. 
 
During my five years in the D.A.'s office, we have prosecuted approximately 60 or 70 police officers for cases ranging from lying on 
predicate facts about stop and frisk, to perjury, to rape. So we have to work together. But I think the moment that we have is 
something that we should not lose the opportunity. 
 
There is much more we can do that is better in terms of both policing and in terms of prosecutors being more transparent and 
communicative about how we should do our job in our office. And I also think we need to be self-reflective and understand that we 
have jobs-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Should we have special prosecutor outside of your office? Should your office not handle a potential police officer indictment? Should 
it be cordoned off? Should it be a justice department, maybe a state office that handles this? 
 
CYRUS VANCE, JR.: 
Chuck, I'm completely open to discussing what kind of special prosecutor program might be instituted. But be aware for what you 
ask for. Special prosecutors who have been reported in the past are accountable to no one. And when you're not accountable to 
anyone, as a D.A. is to the electorate, you're likely to get a special prosecutor, Ken Starr, for example, who can go off for years and 
spending millions of public dollars without result. 



 
CHUCK TODD: 
Mayor Nutter, I think there's another debate here that was interesting. A conservative columnist John Podhoretz, openly wondered, 
"Is it time to move on from the broken-windows style of policing?" Right? And broken-windows style of policing was back there in 
the '90s, and this is what he wrote. 
 
"This inspired strategy helped save New York City and a lot of other cities. Its adoption across the country helped save the nation 
from the most pressing domestic problem it faced from the '60s to '90s. But we are now into our third decade of the crime drop. 
And the simple fact of the matter is that broken-windows logic doesn't work in the same way it did in the '90s. 
 
"The criminal class that made New York City a disastrous place to live has been rendered ineffectual. Crime is down and has 
remained low because the crooks are in jail and have stayed in jail. The low-hanging fruit was picked, and so too was the fruit that 
hung higher." The meaning is that maybe the way to police petty crimes should change. Do you believe that? 
 
MICHAEL NUTTER: 
Well, I think one of the reasons Police Commissioner Ramsey was picked for the president's task force, it's 21st century policing. 
What does policing mean in the 21st century? I don't think we ever want to completely get away from just allowing people to do 
some set of random things on a regular basis and just say, "Well, we're willing to accept that level of crime," but then all of a sudden 
we're going to shift. I mean, where do you draw the line? What's the threshold? I mean, at some point, wrong is wrong-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You, as a mayor, you can't ever accept any level of crime. Is that your mindset, that is the-- 

(OVERTALK) 
MICHAEL NUTTER: 
You can never. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay. 
 
MICHAEL NUTTER: 
You can never accept criminal activity. But there are gradations. And the issue is, go back to the issues of training and experience 
and what's in the officer's mind and what about perceptions and any amount of bias that any of us bring to our respective jobs. I 
mean, we've seen now two incidents. We've had two of the worst weeks in American history in recent times. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
For law enforcement, yeah. 
 
MICHAEL NUTTER: 
What are the joining factors? Two large black men are dead as a result of engagement with the police. And so we have to look at 
what else is going on with the officers? What are they thinking about? What are some of their fears? What are community fears? I 
mean, you, in essence, have the citizens who want to be protected who are now increasingly afraid of the police, and you have some 
police officers who are increasingly afraid of the community. 
 
There is a large gap in that context. And so it is about training. People need the police to protect them. I support my police officers 
back in Philadelphia. This is a dangerous job. They interact with really bad people. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
There's no such thing as a routine traffic stop, right Mr. Canterbury? 
 
MICHAEL NUTTER: 
Routine traffic stops can turn into really bad things. 
 
CHUCK CANTERBURY: 
Absolutely. There's no such thing as anything routine in law enforcement. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Quickly, Mr. Ramsey, how do you keep bias out of the Philadelphia police force? 
 
CHARLES RAMSEY: 
Well, I mean, listen everybody has bias. But let me just real quickly comment on the notion that we need to get away from broken-
windows type policing. I think we can do both. One of my deputies mentioned something at a staff meeting the other day. And that 
is that there's been a lot of research in policing about effectiveness of strategies. High-spot policing, foot patrols, things of that 
nature. 
 
But very little, if any, on the aftereffects of such strategies in terms of alienation of communities. And that's what we have to take a 
look at, what's the collateral damage that's caused when we engage in certain policing strategies? If we know that and understand 
it, we can avoid it. And so I think you can do both effectively. But we have to be able to deal with a range of issues, from simple 
disorder-type things to serious crimes. 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHARLES RAMSEY: 
And as far as bias goes, fair and impartial policing and education of police officers in that regard. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, this has to be the last comment. I know you've done a lot of research in bias. 
 
CYRUS VANCE, JR.: 
Recognizing that prosecutors have to be aware of what may be in their own office, we brought the Vera Institute of Justice in, a non-
partisan, criminal justice think tank to evaluate our practices and plea bargain, charging and bail, to determine whether or not there 
was any racial bias present. And I think that's, it’s, a sensible thing for modern-day prosecutor's office to do, particularly in 
metropolitan areas. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right. Thank you all. This is a conversation that obviously could continue for hours. Coming up, do you think Washington 
politicians don't understand how big your concerns are? It might be because how big their wallets are. Wait until you see these 
statistics in a few minutes. 

* * *COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED* * * 

CHUCK TODD: 
Add one more senator to the Republican column, Congressman Bill Cassidy has defeated three-term senator Mary Landrieu in 
Louisiana. As expected, yesterday's runoff election in the Bayou State start even close with Cassidy taking 56% of the vote. That now 
gives Republicans 54 seats in the Senate, a nine-seat pickup for the 2014 midterms. 
 
And it also will be the first time in 138 years that a Democrat hasn't represented Louisiana in the U.S. Senate. Republicans, by the 
way, also held a House seat in Louisiana. And if the party holds in a recount in Arizona, this is going to mean that GOP has their 
largest House majority since the Hoover administration. It also means, by the way, that the 114th Congress will contain 53 senators 
who had previously served in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
 
That's more than any Congress since at least 1899, before the direct election of senators. Critics argue that this means this is the 
"housification" of the Senate. What do they mean by that? They think it increases polarization to what used to be called the most 
deliberative body in the world. 

* * *COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED* * * 

CHUCK TODD: 
Nerd screen time about Congress and wealth. The majority of Americans, of course, think members of Congress are out of touch 
with average citizens. 81%, according to Gallup's most recent survey. In fact, average Americans don't think members of Congress 
understand their needs or concerns. 
 
And that members of Congress are too beholden to special interests. Well, there's a big reason why our representatives here in 
Washington appear to have a hard time relating to most of you. And it starts with a massive wealth gap. Let's take a look at the 



numbers. First of all, members of Congress make a lot more money than the average American. 
 
Typical household income, $54,000 annually. The annual salary for each member of Congress, it's nearly $175,000, three times as 
much. And oh, by the way, that's not household income. This doesn't include spousal income. You included that, it's even much 
higher. Not surprisingly, members of Congress are also doing better than average Americans when it comes to seeing their wealth 
grow. 
 
On average, media net worth for average Americans grew just under 4% annually from 2004 to 2012. In that same period of time, 
members of Congress saw their income increase at a 15% clip annually. The result? By 2013, the average 55 to 65 year old, that's 
about the average age of a member of Congress, had a net worth of just over $165,000. 
 
And that includes real estate holdings. The average net worth for a member of Congress? Just over a million dollars. And that does 
not include real estate holdings. They don't have to report that on their forms. If they did, that number would even be higher. All of 
which makes this next figure not so surprising after you see all these numbers. And that is, millionaire households. 
 
Overall, nearly 6% of households in America are millionaires. And that number's up, by the way. Members of Congress? Over half of 
them, remember there are 535 of them, over half of them are millionaires. So you wonder why the economy, income inequity, all of 
these issues, you don't feel like Congress quite understands the urgency of it, this is all you need to know. Half of them are 
millionaires. We'll be right back. 

* * *COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED* * * 

CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back. Last month, when President Obama announced his executive action to allow five million undocumented 
immigrants to legally stay in the country, Republicans spoke with one voice, and they accused the president of abusing his power, 
overstepping his authority. But when it comes to stopping President Obama, or rolling it back, there are very real divisions among 
key figures within the GOP, as our Luke Russert has been finding out all week. 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 

TED CRUZ: 
Just about every Republican candidate in the country campaigned saying, "If you elect us, we will stop President Obama's amnesty. 
Do what you said you would do." 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
This week, the specter of a shutdown sequel, with government funding set to expire on Thursday, Texas Senator Ted Cruz took on 
Republican leaders again, channeling the distrust many conservatives have on immigration. 
 
TED CRUZ: 
Some will say, "Will vote to fund it for now, and then we'll have reinforcement from the Senate next year." 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
Despite the heated rhetoric, Republican leaders insist the government will stay open. After a largely symbolic vote this week, 
chastising the president for his executive action, they passed a funding bill with Democratic help. And they say the GOP will bring up 
immigration legislation in the new year. 
 
PETE SESSIONS: 
There's no one in a responsible Republican leadership, elected officials, that have said we should deport 13 or 11 million people. 
Even in our wildest dream would not be to remove any person that might be here unless they were dangerous to this country and 
committed a crime. 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
But Republicans, who have backed immigration legislation in the past have been punished by the right. Florida's Marco Rubio got 
beat up on talk radio when he campaigned for the Senate bill last year. 
 
MARCO RUBIO: 
Leaving things the way they are, that's the real amnesty. 
 



LUKE RUSSERT: 
Rubio's approval dropped among conservatives, and he withdrew support for comprehensive reform. In January, House Republican 
leaders tried to steer their own conference toward a bill. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The plan that you guys are going to push will have a pathway to legalization, but not citizenship. Is that how you understand it? 
PAUL RYAN: 
That's right, but it also involved basically a probationary kind of a status to make sure that a person is not rewarding for having 
broken our laws. 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
That effort quickly broke down with conservatives crying, "Amnesty." Also, rank-and-file Republicans were apprehensive about 
voting on the issue, after it played a role in Eric Cantor's primary defeat in June. In candid moments, House speaker John Boehner 
has griped about how hard it is to corral his members. 
 
JOHN BOEHNER: 
Here's the attitude, "Oh don't make me do this. Oh, this is too hard." 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
GOP leaders in Congress are poised to win this short-term fight with conservatives, that as Republican governors sued to challenge 
the president's action, the party still faces the same long-term immigration problem it did 18 months ago. 

LINDSEY GRAHAM: 
If we don't pass immigration reform, if we don't get it off the table in a reasonable, practical way, it doesn't matter who you run in 
2016, we're in a demographic death spiral as a party. 
 
LUKE RUSSERT: 
For Meet the Press, Luke Russert. 

(END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 
Joining me now is the next governor of Texas and the current attorney general, Greg Abbott. Mr. Abbott, thanks for coming on Meet 
The Press. 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
My honor. Great to be with you. Thanks. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right. Let's start with the lawsuit. Standing requires you to show harm. Now, you argue the president's actions are going to inspire 
a fresh wave of illegal immigration. That that's the harm you're going to show. But we've seen other attempts at this before where 
courts have thrown out lawsuits like this because you can't quantify the harm. Are you gonna quantify the harm? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
First, this is growing much the same way that the lawsuit concerning Obamacare grew from 13 to 26 or 27 states. As to the standing 
issue, understand this. Texas has been at the epicenter of the 2012 DACA. 
 
You all saw more than a 1,000 people crossing our board each and every day. Texas has come out of pocket to the tune of more than 
$100 million in law enforcement, education and healthcare because of what has happened. And understand this, the president's 
agencies' memos themselves have indicated that there will be more problems like this resulting from the next presidential order, or 
the most recent presidential order. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But many of those, and the children that came across in that wave, and I understand there's a lot of people that say that that wave 
was started, and some people believe it was inspired by, the DACA order on children that were brought here by parents illegally. But 
a lot of those folks were deported. Most of those folks were deported. 
 
 



GREG ABBOTT: 
Well, as we speak right now some of those children are in Texas schools. Some of the people who came here across the border are 
accessing-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But most of them-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
--health-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
--deported, right? Fair enough? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
I don't know the raw number. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay. 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
All I do know is the absolute fact. And that is Texas has incurred taxpayer dollars out of pocket as a result of the prior executive 
order. It's also been stated by members of the Obama administration that this new executive order will lead to same results. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Now, when we talk about harm, I want to get into this financial issue here, because you talk about the issue of social services. How 
much money you have to spend to deal with these undocumented folks. But illegal immigrants that are working in Texas do 
participate in the economy. There have been some estimates that if you deported everybody who was in Texas illegally it would 
actually be create an economic recession for the state of Texas. How do you separate those two facts? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Sure. Because we're not suing for that economic harm. It's the way that Texas has been impacted that gives us standing. What we're 
suing for is actually the greater harm, and that is harm to the constitution by empowering the president of the United States to 
enact legislation on his own without going through Congress. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to play for you a clip that you've heard from a previous governor of Texas and what he has said about immigration. Here it is. 
 
GEORGE W. BUSH (ON TAPE): 
I want to remind people that family values do not stop at the Rio Grande River. People are coming to our country to do jobs that 
Americans won't do to be able to feed their families. And I think there's a humane way to recognize that and at the same time 
protect our borders and at the same way to make sure that we don't disadvantage those who have stood in line for years to become 
a legal citizen. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you agree with that statement? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Well, in a way I understand this even more powerfully because my wife is going to be the first Hispanic first lady in the history of 
Texas. And Texas has had a long tradition of uniting the Hispanic culture with Texas values. But remember this, there is a reason why 
people come from across the world to the United States and that is because of the power of what the Constitution has enabled this 
country to be. 
 
It's the Constitution itself that is under assault by the president of the United States by this executive order. Chuck, what we are 
doing is this issue and this lawsuit is not about immigration. The issue in this lawsuit is about abuse of executive power. And if this 
abuse is not stopped it will erode the constitution that has attracted so many people to this country for generations. 



 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Let me ask a basic question, though. Illegal immigration. Good for bad for the state of Texas? Bottom line. 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Legal immigration is great for the United States of America. Any illegal activity is not good anywhere. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And yet it's been good for the Texas economy. Right? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Legal immigration has been great for America. And if bringing more immigrants here is the appropriate thing to do then what 
Congress needs to do and what the president needs to do is to figure out a way to improve our immigration system. In fact 
Americans are tired of both Congress and the president failing to act. It is time for Washington, D.C. to stop talking about this and 
take action. And that begins with securing our borders. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And let me ask you that on securing the border. Define that. Can you give me a metric that says, "Border's secure." 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Sure. I've been involved in these border surge operations where we see people crossing the border. Securing the border means 
ensuring that you don't have people who are crossing the border illegally. And that is through modern technology, through the 
technology that we are deploying right now, you can have monitors and cameras and see whether or not people are crossing the 
border. You want to see that grow to zero, would be the perfect metric. Congress has the power-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Is that realistic? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Congress has the power and the resources to decide whether or not that metric will be zero or 10% or 20%. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Come 2016 you may be a popular figure inside the Republican party. Rick Perry, Ted Cruz, two Texas officials running for president. 
Rand Paul, born in Texas. Jeb Bush, his son is serving in Texas. Do you have a favorite? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
I will be strongly supportive of the Republican nominee-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you-- 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
--to be the next president of the United States. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You are staying out of the primarily totally? 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
I'm staying out of the primary. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right. Greg Abbott, we'll be watching you when you're governor of Texas. Thanks for coming on Meet The Press. 
 
GREG ABBOTT: 
Thank you, Chuck. 



 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
You got it. 

Now the lawsuit guys, we're going to find out a lot about before the end of the year. Here's a map of the 20 states. Rick Santelli, 
governor of Texas also told me that he thinks they filed a preliminary, try to get a preliminary injunction as you would, if you believe 
there's harm done, then you immediately want the law not enacted until you get your day in court. How should Congressional 
Republicans be responding? We know how they're going to respond, but how should they be responding to this? 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Well, listen, it's a complicated issue. I come from immigrant grandparents. The country would not be what it is if it wasn't for the 
immigrants in this country. The border, it's important to some conservatives. I understand that. Outsource it to the likes of Google. 
You could work through this problem. Why do we need this-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You'd do a technology thing, huh? 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Absolutely. Why do we need this comprehensive plan? Have we not learned anything from the failed roll out of the Affordable Care 
Act? The Congress should pass small pieces. They should show people they can actually get things through. If the Senate or the 
president decides that they don't like them and they veto them, at least we’ll see. 
 
You know, and they call that vote that the Congress took symbolic. Before social media, everything was symbolic. Now look, they 
don't take a vote unless it's absolutely assured it's going to pass? I don't understand that. People need to know how the 
representatives are thinking and what they're doing, whether it's symbolic or not. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Amy, would the House Republicans be in a better place if they passed something, as Rick just said, passed even a piecemeal? They 
didn't even pass piecemeal. 
 
AMY WALTER: 
Or have even a plan that's been leaked about what the piecemeal plan looks like, right? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, not in two years. 
 
AMY WALTER: 
Not in two years. But look, I think here's the opportunity now, if you're John Boehner, to do something in that's next Congress. They 
were able to vent their frustration about the president in this symbolic vote. Now let's see what they have done. But here's the 
problem with the House. At the end of the day, the House does not look like the country. That's Republicans-- 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Who sent them there? 

AMY WALTER: 
Well, that's right. They sit in districts -- 

(OVERTALK) 

RICK SANTELLI: 
Come on. 
 
AMY WALTER: 
But listen. 



 
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, that's the problem. 
 
AMY WALTER: 
The average Republican district is 75% white. 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Who does districting? 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well-- 
 
AMY WALTER: 
There we go. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The politicians 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Come on, there's rules for this. You can't tear up the rulebook because you don't like the rules that are on the books. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
But every state applies the rules-- 

KASIM REED: 
Just remember that the next time you talk about the electoral college. 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, I'm going to pause it here. Speaking of today, you guys are here, it's December 7th, it's Pearl Harbor day. This is the 73rd 
anniversary of the Japanese attack. It's a day, of course, that President Roosevelt would live in infamy. Listen to this, four of the nine 
remaining survivors of the attack on the U.S. Arizona, they're gathering today in Honolulu for what is due to be their last official 
reunion, though they vow this won't be the last time they'll meet. 
 
And if you've ever been, I've been to that memorial, and when you see the oil that still comes up from the Arizona, it's like seeing a 
ghost of those brave men and women who sacrificed their lives. Don't go anywhere. We'll be back in 30 seconds. 

* * *COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED* * * 
 
(BEGIN TAPE) 
 
JEB BUSH: 
I kind of know how a Republican can win, whether it's me or somebody else. And it has to be much more uplifting, much more 
positive, much more willing to be practical now in Washington, where you lose the primary to win the general without violating your 
principles. 
 
HILLARY CLINTON: 
You need people starting in your family, but going to your friends, beyond a larger circle, who will really be there for you and 
continue to treat you like a human being. Because you can easily lose touch with what's real, what's authentic. 

(END TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Wow, both Jeb and Hillary, a little unplugged, John Stanton. I mean, I thought it was interesting, and both of them were trying to 
show there's some authenticity, trying to show they're not totally going to play a political game here. 
 



JOHN STANTON: 
Well, I think Jeb has less of a problem with that than Hillary. She clearly has had troubles with this whole issue of does she 
understand what it's like to be a real person. You know, like-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Twenty-two years, she doesn't walk alone. 
 
JOHN STANTON: 
Right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I mean, that's not necessarily her fault. I mean, she's had secret service protection for 22 years. That is tough. 
 
JOHN STANTON: 
And she's had a couple of bad gaffs and saying things about what qualifies being middle class things like that. And I think she's trying 
to at least acknowledge that she's got these problems and take them head on which is pretty smart on her part. And you know I 
think Jeb is looking at the reality that the notion is that he can't win the primary because he's too nice and too affable and isn't really 
going to go out there and bang on Democrats the way that conservatives will. And that's really what they're both trying to look at. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Mayor Reed, you ready for Hillary? 
 
KASIM REED: 
Yeah, we’re going to know in '16 what's going to happen based upon what they’re going to do on immigration and what they do on 
the budget. If Boehner and McConnell get deals on immigration and the budget, and don't let the government get shut down, then 
we're going to have a real race in '16. I'm ready for Hillary though. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
What do you think of Jeb Bush's authenticity there, Rick? He's basically saying, "Look, I'm going to stay who I am. You may not agree 
with me," in some ways. Basically he's saying, "You don't agree with me on immigration and common-core conservatives, but I'm not 
going to placate you on those two issue." 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
Listen, immigration is very important. Common core, I would like to think that the Republicans would have loftier issues that they 
would concentrate on when they bring a candidate in 2016. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, by the way, I have you here, the economy. I'm going to get a ton of emails today, "Gosh darn you, Meet the Press, great news 
on the economy, and you haven't done anything given President Obama praise." What say you on the economy right now? 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
It is great improvement, and we've come a long way, but remember, let's not get too happy about six-year cures for two-year flues. 
We've been long out of this recession. A lot of people aren't cheering. We have good wage growth in that number, and we had good 
jobs, however-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
That's what makes that one legit-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Report, right? That wage growth? 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
However, hospitality and leisure get the most hiring but they represent the smallest percentage of the wage growth. That's the 
problem. You talked about all the wealth in Congress, there's a lot of wealth in D.C. There's not a lot of wealth throughout all the 
country shared equally. 



(OVERTALK) 
 
AMY WALTER: 
That's right, that's right. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
We definitely have an inequality issue. 
 
KASIM REED: 
Fifty-seven months, ten million jobs, isn’t enough, huh? 200,000 ten months in a row. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
By the way-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
--what’s enough is people who need it the most when we look the issues that happened in New York-- 

(OVERTALK) 

KASIM REED 
Yeah, but we also have to talk about 321,000 jobs ten months in a row-- 

(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD:  
--we stay on the same pace-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
KASIM REED 
--ten million jobs, 57 months-- 
 
CHUCK TODD:  
If we stay on the same pace. 
 
RICK SANTELLI: 
And that's despite most government policy, not because of it. 

KASIM REED: 
Yeah that's what you say now-- 

RICK SANTELLI:  
--we’re the most resilient economy in the planet-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
KASIM REED: 
-- you weren’t saying that when George Bush was President. 

RICK SANTELLI: 
I've said it all along, sir. All along. 
 
KASIM REED: 
Okay, oh good. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
I’ve go a football break for you guys. Because I want to talk about some absurdity in what I think is going to happen at 12:30 eastern 
time today, when we find out about the college football playoff. The good news is we have a playoff. But think about how that 
would play out if they apply the same logic that they're going to use to find out who the final four is for college football if we did it 
for the presidential race. 
 
It's as if we took a mayor, a reporter from the Cook Political Report, an economic expert from CNBC, and a tattooed D.C. bureau 
chief from BuzzFeed and said, "Okay guys, you get to decide the party's nominee. We have primaries to tell you the scores of games 
that took place, but you can take those primaries into consideration and you four get to decide who the nominees are." Is that a fair 
process? 
 
AMY WALTER: 
Well, isn’t that how they did it in the old days, this is a smoke-filled room. Right? That worked great in the old days. 
 
CHUCK TODD 
Smoke-filled room of college football-- 

JOHN STANTON:  
I mean that’s how college football does everything anyway, right? 

KASIM REED: 
--hosting a college football playoff. 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
You know, it's as if we have our presidential race and had 538 people in an electoral college decide who was president. Oh, wait a 
minute. That's what we have. Anyway, I think that, let me just hope, if they leave out an undefeated team, if they leave out an 
undefeated team, wins should still matter more than data, right? 
 
RICK SANTELLI:  
Yeah, but there's a lot of teams that this applies to in the past. I mean, once again, change the rules. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I hear you. Well, they, college football, we talk about changing the rules, college football changes the rules every year. So, the 
winner-- 
 
KASIM REED: 
I think Chuck is on a mission. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I am, I am, I am. Too much data. Who cares about who controls the game? I want to know who wins the game. Anyway, thank you 
guys. That's all for today. We'll be back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
 
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 12/14/14 – CHENEY ON TORTURE: “I’D DO IT AGAIN IN A MINUTE;” SEN. WYDEN'S NOT COMFORTABLE W/ 
BRENNAN LEADING CIA + MORE 

CHENEY SAYS CIA OFFICERS “DESERVE OUR PRAISE, THEY DESERVE TO BE DECORATED. THEY DON’T DESERVE TO BE HARASSED.” 
CHENEY ON HILLARY CLINTON AND RAND PAUL: “I DON’T THINK EITHER ONE OF THEM IS GOING TO BE PRESIDENT” LOOKING 
FORWARD, WYDEN WILL INTRODUCE LEGISTLATION “TO MAKE IT CLEAR…THAT IF TORTURE IS USED IN THE FUTURE THERE WOULD 
BE A BASIS TO PROSECUTE.” 



 DECEMBER 7, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured a network exclusive interview with former Vice President 
Dick Cheney; an interview with Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR); a discussion with NBC News’ Richard Engel on the future of drones; and a 
political panel withDan Senor, co-founder of the Foreign Policy Initiative, David Axelrod, Director of the University of Chicago’s 
Institute of Politics, NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell and The New York Times’ Helene Cooper. 

 Plus a discussion on the relationship between African-American men and police officers with LA Police Chief Charles Beck, Civil 
Rights Attorney Constance Rice and Aquil Saafir, an African-American man who has been on the right side of the law but the wrong 
side of some cops. 

Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online at http://www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 

 CHENEY ON THE LEGITIMACY OF THE TORTURE REPORT: 

VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1IPS36V 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --the report is seriously flawed.  They didn't talk to anybody who knew anything about the program.  They didn't talk to anybody 
within the program.  The best guide for what in fact happened is the one that's the report that was produced by the three C.I.A. 
directors and deputy directors of the C.I.A. when this program was undertaken. 

And, in fact, it lays out in very clear terms what we did and how we did it.  And with respect to trying to define that as torture I come 
back to the proposition torture was what the Al Qaeda terrorists did to 3,000 Americans on 9/11.  There's no comparison between 
that and what we did with inspect-enhanced interrogation. 

 # # # 

 CHENEY ON ENCHANCE INTERROGATION TECHNIQUES: “I’D DO IT AGAIN IN A MINUTE”: 

VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1wPOYAt 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 I have no problem as long as we achieve our objective.  And our objective is to get the guys who did 9/11 and it is to avoid another 
attack against the United States.  I was prepared and we did.  We got authorizing from the president and authorization from the 
Justice Department to go forward with the program.  It worked.  It worked now for 13 years. 

We've avoided another mass casualty attack against the United States.  And we did capture Bin Laden.  We did capture an awful lot 
of the senior guys at Al Qaeda who were responsible for that attack on 9/11.  I'd do it again in a minute. 

 # # # 

ANY REASON TO DOUBT THE CIA? CHENEY RESPONDS THAT THE AGENCY AND ITS OFFICERS DESERVE “TO BE DECORATED”: 

CHUCK TODD: 

 --well, let me ask you this, why do you not have some doubt in the C.I.A.?  This is the same intelligence community that didn't get it 
right on WMDs in Iraq.  Why are you so confident that they're telling you the truth in these memos? 

DICK CHENEY: 

Well, because I know the people involved because I've worked-- five out of the six former directors and deputy directors are men 
I've known for years and trust intimately with the difficult problems they'd dealt with.  Jose Rodriguez is one of the outstanding 
officers in the agency. 

  

http://nbcnews.to/1IPS36V
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I know what they were asked to do and I know what they did.  And I'm perfectly comfortable that they deserve our praise, they 
deserve to be decorated.  They don't deserve to be harassed.  Can you imagine what it's going to be like if you were out there now 
as an officer in the agency and you were undertaking a complicated, difficult, dangerous task and you had the view that ten years 
from now even though the president approved it, even though the Justice Department signed off on it, some politician on Capitol 
Hill is going to come back and want a piece of your fanny 

 # # # 

CHENEY ON THE DEFINITION OF TORTURE: 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --in my mind, I've told you what meets the definition of torture.  It's what 19 guys armed with airline tickets and box cutters did to 
3,000 Americans on 9/11.  

# # # 

CHENEY ON THE FOREIGN POLICY OF HILLARY CLINTON &  RAND PAUL: 

VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1xhNSxe 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Last question, Rand Paul or Hillary Clinton, whose foreign policy are you more comfortable with? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

Well, I don't think either one of them's going to be president. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Okay, but you didn't answer the question.  Who's foreign policy would you be more comfortable? 

DICK CHENEY: 

 I'm comfortable with my own views.  And I've been very forthright about them.  And frankly I don't support either Hillary Clinton or 
Rand Paul. 

# # # 

 SEN.WYDEN IS NOT COMFORTABLE WITH JOHN BRENNAN RUNNING THE CIA: 

VIDEO: http://nbcnews.to/1uI3Jz9 

CHUCK TODD: 

Is Director Brennan fit to serve the C.I.A.? 

 RON WYDEN: 

 Director Brennan, particularly on Thursday, said some important things and also left out some things that were important.  For 
example, he indicated that he would no longer be using the terms with respect to torture that the information would be otherwise 
unavailable. 
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That's a real vindication of the committee because we showed that we were able to find Bin Laden, find KSM without torture.  So 
that would good.  What I was troubled also about was that he undercut the Panetta Review.  The Panetta Review really agreed with 
what the committee found. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 But I go back, Director Brennan, you're comfortable with him running the C.I.A.? 

 RON WYDEN: 

Not at this point. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Do you think the president should fire him? 

 RON WYDEN: 

 I want to give him the chance to end this culture of denial, to deal with the misrepresentations.  If he doesn't do that we're going to 
go have get somebody who will. 

# # # 

 WYDEN PUSHING FOR THE ENTIRE TORTURE REPORT TO BE DECLASSIFED: 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Is there photographs in your reports that you guys redacted? 

RON WYDEN: 

 I'm not going to get into what was redacted.  I lost some battles with respect to redactions.  But I think the report does tell an 
important story, it tells it accurately.  And it is a particularly timely report now given the fact that John Brennan really opened the 
door to the possibility of torture.  Again, when he was asked, in effect, what he thought and he said, "That's for future times." 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Is there more of this report that you think should be released? 

 RON WYDEN: 

I would like to see the entire report-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

--six thousand -- 

  (OVERTALK) 

 RON WYDEN: 

--declassified. 

 # # # 



 DAN SENOR ON TED CRUZ’S PROSPECTS IN THE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

 DAN SENOR: 

 By the way, two years ago when Ted Cruz shut down the government everybody said, "Cruz is finished.  His career is finished.  He's 
overshot."  Republicans were saying, "This is going to be damaging to our prospects in 2014.  Well, we did just fine in 2014. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 But look at the 2016 primary, Dan. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 And Ted Cruz I think is going to be very competitive in the Republican primaries.  I'm not saying I'm for Cruz.  I'm simply saying it's 
difficult to say that this has set him back.  And it's also difficult to argue that it set the party back.  Helene, what-- 

# # #                                                      
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 CHUCK TODD: 

This Sunday, the Senate’s torture report. 

 DIANNE FEINSTEIN: 

We have failed to live by the very precepts that makes our nation a great one. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 The report concludes that the CIA misled the public, Congress, and the Bush White House over the use of these controversial 
interrogation tactics. 

 JOHN MCCAIN: 

 It produced little useful intelligence to track down the perpetrators of 9/11 or prevent new attacks and atrocities. 

CHUCK TODD: 

There is no shortage of CIA critics, but former Vice President Dick Cheney is unapologetic. He insists, the program saved American 
lives. 

 DICK CHENEY:  

We did exactly what we needed to be done in order to catch those who were guilty of 9/11 and to prevent a further attack. 



 CHUCK TODD: 

 I’ll be joined by Dick Cheney for an exclusive network TV interview. 

Plus the drone program, killing suspected terrorists. Could we view drones years from now the same way some of us are viewing 
interrogation tactics today 

MICAH ZENKO: 

Infact most of the individuals who we kill we have much less information about than the individual, the 119 that we captured. 

CHUCK TODD; 

Also, thousands gather in cities across the country to protest police treatment of black men. 

AQUIL SAAFIR: 

As a young black man, you’re pulled over constantly. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Why is there such distrust between the police and African Americans? 

 CHARLES BECK: 

 To think that those flight and fight instincts aren’t going to be present in police officers is to deny humanity. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 I’m Chuck Todd and joining me to provide insight and analysis are former senior adviser to President Obama David Axelrod, NBC’s 
Chief Foreign Affairs correspondent Andrea Mitchell, Helene Cooper of the New York Times, and former chief spokesperson for the 
Coalition Provisional Authority in Iraq Dan Senor. 

 Welcome to Sunday. It’s Meet the Press. 

 ANNOUNCER: 

 From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Good morning.  Some late news, last night this Senate approved a $1.1 trillion spending bill.  It will fund the government through 
next September.  Bottom line, no government shutdown this year or perhaps next as well.  But let's get to our big story, the Senate 
report on what some call torture, what others call enhanced interrogation techniques. 

 The report put together by Senate Democrats on the intelligence committee.  It's a detailed and, in some cases, shocking indictment 
of the methods used to interrogate detainees.  There's no shortage of critics of what C.I.A. did.  And there's has been no more 
forceful defender of the tactics than our first guest, former Vice President Dick Cheney.  So let's get right to it.  Vice President 
Cheney, welcome back to Meet the Press. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Morning, Chuck.  It's good to be back. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

Well, let me start with quoting you.  You said earlier this week, "Torture was something that was very carefully avoided."  It implies 
that you have a definition of what torture is.  What is it? 

DICK CHENEY: 

Well, torture, to me, Chuck, is an American citizen on a cell phone making a last call to his four young daughters shortly before he 
burns to death in the upper levels of the Trade Center in New York City on 9/11.  There's this notion that somehow there's moral 
equivalence between what the terrorists and what we do.  And that's absolutely not true.  We were very careful to stop short of 
torture.  The Senate has seen fit to label their report torture.  But we worked hard to stay short of that definition. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Well, what is that definition? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Definitions, and one that was provided by the Office of Legal Counsel, we went specifically to them because we did not want to 
cross that line into where we violating some international agreement that we'd signed up to.  They specifically authorized and 
okayed, for example, exactly what we did.  All of the techniques that were authorized by the president were, in effect, blessed by 
the Justice Department opinion that we could go forward with those without, in fact, committing torture. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Let me go through some of those techniques that were used, Majid Khan, was subjected to involuntary rectal feeding and rectal 
hydration.  It included two bottles of Ensure, later in the same day Majid Khan's lunch tray consisting of hummus, pasta, sauce, nuts 
and raisins was pureed and rectally infused. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

That wasn't-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Does that meet the definition of torture? 

DICK CHENEY: 

--that does not meet the definition of what was used in the program as-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 I understand.  But does that meet the definition of torture in your mind? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --in my mind, I've told you what meets the definition of torture.  It's what 19 guys armed with airline tickets and box cutters did to 
3,000 Americans on 9/11.  What was done here apparently certainly was not one of the techniques that was approved.  I believe it 
was done for medical reasons. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

 I mean, medical community has said there is no medical-- 

  (OVERTALK) 

DICK CHENEY: 

If you go and look, for example, at Jose Rodriguez book, and he was the guy running the program, he's got a very clear description of 
how, in fact, the program operated.  With respect to that I think the agency has answered it and its response to the committee 
report and I-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

--but you acknowledge this was over and above. 

DICK CHENEY: 

--that was not something that was done as part of the interrogation program. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 But you won't call it torture. 

DICK CHENEY: 

It wasn't torture in terms of it wasn't part of the program. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Let me ask you this, we've got Riyadh al-Najjar.  He had handcuffing on one or both of his wrists to an overhead bar, would not 
allow him to lower his arms.  Twenty-two hours each day for two consecutive days in order to break his resistance.  Al-Najjar was 
also wearing a diaper and had no access to toilet facility.  Was that acknowledged?  Was that part of the program that you 
approved? 

DICK CHENEY: 

 I can't tell from that specific whether it was or not. 

CHUCK TODD: 

And then-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

I know we had-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --page 53 of the report. 

  

 



DICK CHENEY: 

--the report is seriously flawed.  They didn't talk to anybody who knew anything about the program.  They didn't talk to anybody 
within the program.  The best guide for what in fact happened is the one that's the report that was produced by the three C.I.A. 
directors and deputy directors of the C.I.A. when this program was undertaken. 

And, in fact, it lays out in very clear terms what we did and how we did it.  And with respect to trying to define that as torture I come 
back to the proposition torture was what the Al Qaeda terrorists did to 3,000 Americans on 9/11.  There's no comparison between 
that and what we did with inspect-enhanced interrogation. 

CHUCK TODD: 

I guess-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

 So not true. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --but some of these tactics went above and beyond what was improved. 

DICK CHENEY: 

But-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

I mean, here's another one.  Let me read you another one here.  With Abu Zubaydah, over a 20-day period, aggressive 
interrogations.  Spent a total of 266 hours, 11 days, two hours, in a large coffin-sized confinement box, 29 hours in a small 
confinement box, width of 21 inches, depth of 2.5 feet, height of 2.5 feet.  That's on page 42. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Is that going to meet the standard-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

I think that was-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

--of the definition of torture? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --I think that was, in fact, one of the approved techniques.  In terms of torture I guess what I do, I was struck, for example, by the 
statements by Bud Day and Leo Thorsness and Admiral Denton.  These are three folks who were captured by the North Vietnamese, 
held for a year, subject to extreme torture.  And all of whom said that waterboarding was not torture. 

  



Now you can look for various definitions.  We did what was, in fact, required to make certain that going forward we were not 
violating the law.  And the law, as interpreted by the justice department, the Office of Legal Counsel was very clear.  And the 
techniques that we did, in fact, use that the president authorized that produced results, that gave us the information we needed to 
be able to safeguard the nation against further attacks and to be able to track those guilty for 9/11 did, in fact, work.  Now the 
Senate committee partisan operation, no Republicans involved, no interviews of anybody involved itself-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 It's all C.I.A. documentation-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

It's, Chuck-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

--in here.  It is all C.I.A. documentation. 

DICK CHENEY: 

--Chuck, if you look at it and you look at what the people running the agency said and what Jose Rodriguez said who ran the 
program, he's a good man, that, as I said the other day, I won't use the word on your show.  It may be family, it's a crock.  It's not 
true.  And it's not-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

Have you read more of the report since? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --I've read parts of it.  The whole report hasn't even been released. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Right, all you've gotten is the 500 page. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Yeah, all you've got-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 This is the executive summary. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --is the summary.  Go read what the directors of the agency said about the report.  They were extremely critical of it as were the 
Republicans who served on the committee.  It's a flawed report.  It didn't begin to approach what's required by way of responsive 
oversight. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Does it plant any seed of doubt of you in though? 



 DICK CHENEY: 

 No. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 No seed of doubt at all?  All this-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Absolutely not. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --all of this information in here, no seed of doubt that whether this worked or not. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 It worked.  It absolutely did work. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Let me ask you, what do you say to Gul Rahman, what do you say to Sulaiman Abdula, what do you say to Khalid al-Masri?  All three 
of these folks were detained, they had these interrogation techniques used on them.  They eventually were found to be 
innocent.  They were released, no apologies, nothing.  What do we owe them? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Well-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 I mean, let me go to Gul Rahman.  He was chained to the wall of his cell, doused with water, froze to death in C.I.A. custody.  And it 
turned out it was a case of mistaken identity. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --right.  But the problem I had is with the folks that we did release that end up back on the battlefield.  Of the 600 and some people 
who were released out of Guantanamo, 30% roughly ended up back on the battlefield.  Today we're very concerned about 
ISIS.  Terrible new terrorist organization. 

 It is headed by named Baghdadi.  Baghdadi was in the custody of the U.S. military in Iraq in Camp Bucca.  He was let go and now he's 
out leading the terror attack against the United States.  I'm more concerned with bad guys who got out and released than I am with 
a few that, in fact, were innocent. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

25% of the detainees though, 25% turned out to be innocent.  They were released. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

Where are you going to draw the line, Chuck?  How are-- 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

 Well, I'm asking you. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --you going to know? 

  (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Is that too high?  You're okay with that margin for error? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 I have no problem as long as we achieve our objective.  And our objective is to get the guys who did 9/11 and it is to avoid another 
attack against the United States.  I was prepared and we did.  We got authorizing from the president and authorization from the 
Justice Department to go forward with the program.  It worked.  It worked now for 13 years. 

 We've avoided another mass casualty attack against the United States.  And we did capture Bin Laden.  We did capture an awful lot 
of the senior guys at Al Qaeda who were responsible for that attack on 9/11.  I'd do it again in a minute. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

When you say waterboarding is not torture, then why did we prosecute Japanese soldiers in World War II for waterboarding? 

 (OVERTALK) 

DICK CHENEY: 

For a lot of stuff.  Not for waterboarding.  They did an awful lot of other stuff to draw some kind of moral equivalent between 
waterboarding judged by our Justice Department not to be torture and what the Japanese did with the Bataan Death March and the 
slaughter of thousands of Americans, with the rape of Nanking and all of the other crimes they committed, that's an outrage.  It's a 
really cheap shot, Chuck, to even try to draw a parallel between the Japanese who were prosecuted for war crimes after World War 
II and what we did with waterboarding three individuals-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

I understand. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

--all of whom were guilty and participated in the 9/11 attacks. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Is there a reason these interrogations didn't happen on U.S. soil?  Was there concern that maybe these folks would get legal 
protections-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Well-- 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

--from the United States and that's why it was done at black sites? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 --we didn't read them their Miranda rights either.  These are not American citizens.  They are unlawful combatants.  They are 
terrorists.  They are people who have committed unlawful acts of war against the American people.  And we put them in places 
where we could proceed with the interrogation program and find out what they knew so we could protect the country against 
further attack.  And it worked. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Let me ask you to respond to John McCain and David Petraeus.  General Petraeus said this in 2007 to his troops about these 
interrogation techniques, "Some may argue that we would be more effective if we sanctioned torture or other expedient methods 
to obtain information from the enemy.  That would be wrong."  And of course here's what Senator McCain said earlier this week. 

JOHN MCCAIN (ON TAPE): 

 I know the use of torture compromises that which most distinguishes us from our enemies.  Our belief that all people, even 
captured enemies, possess basic human rights which are protected by international conventions, the United States not only joined 
but for the most part authored. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Your reaction? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

My reaction is the same as Leo Thorsness.  He was on the air this week.  Captured pilot shot down over Vietnam, held in captivity for 
many years, subjected to torture who this week said, "Waterboarding is not torture."  He also holds the medal of honor as did Bud 
Day who was also captured and tortured and subsequently made it clear that he did not believe waterboarding was torture. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 So if an American citizen is waterboarded by ISIS are we going to try to prosecute for war crimes? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 He's not likely to be waterboarded, he's likely to have his head cut off.  It’s not a close call. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 If another country captures a U.S. soldier, the Iranian regime, water boards-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Chuck, he-- 

  (OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 

 --is that going to be an accepted-- 



 DICK CHENEY: 

 --you're trying to come up now with hypothetical situations.  Waterboarding, the way we did it, was, in fact, not torture.  Now when 
you're dealing with terrorists, the likes of Al Qaeda or the ISIS, I haven't seen them water board anybody.  What they did is cut their 
heads off.  What they did to 3,000 Americans on 9/11, that was brutal, bloody murder.  It absolutely can't be compared with what 
we did with respect to our enhanced interrogation program. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Now there is an implication here that you, yourself, were misled by the C.I.A.  In particular, it has to do with Jose Padilla.  A memo 
that was prepared for you by the C.I.A. said, "Use of DOJ authorized enhanced interrogation techniques as part of the 
comprehensive interrogation program has enabled us to disrupt terrorists' plots.  Dirty bomb plot, Operative Jose Padilla, and 
Binyam Mohamed plan to build and detonate a dirty bomb in the Washington D.C. area. 

 Plot was disrupted the source with Abu Zubaydah.  In this same report, two pages later this is what the Senate Democrats found, "A 
review of C.I.A. cables and other C.I.A. records found that the use of the C.I.A.'s enhanced interrogation technique played no role in 
the identification of Jose Padilla or the thwarting of the dirty bomb or the tall buildings plot."  Do you feel as if they were telling you 
what you wanted to hear? 

DICK CHENEY: 

No, I think-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 What's the implication here? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

--well, the implication is just wrong.  And, again, the C.I.A. directors make it very clear that they got it very wrong time after time 
after time.  The notion that we were not notified at the White House about what was going on is not true. 

 I sat through a lengthy session in '04 with the inspector general of the C.I.A. as he reviewed the state of the program at that 
time.  The suggestion, for example, that the president didn't approve it, wrong.  That's a lie, that's not true.  We were, in fact-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

How was he briefed?  How was the president briefed? 

DICK CHENEY: 

 --he was briefed-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

By C.I.A. or by you or by-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

 --I was heavily involved as was especially the National Security Council, Condi.  The president writes about it in his own book. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --so you were directly-- 



 DICK CHENEY: 

Wrote it in his book. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 --right, well, three pages in his book he talks about it.  But you were briefed directly, he was briefed indirectly most of the time.  Is 
that fair to say? 

DICK CHENEY: 

That's not fair to say.  What happened was he and I met every single morning with the director of the C.I.A., with the National 
Security advisors six days a week and reviewed everything basically in the intelligence arena.  That's where we got most of our 
information, that and the written PDB. 

 There would be special meetings from time to time on various subjects that he would be directly involved in.  This man knew what 
we were doing.  He authorized it, he approved it.  A statement by the Senate Democrats for partisan purposes that the president 
didn't know what was going on is just a flat out lie. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 But back to-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 It's a cheap shot piece of political business that was not bipartisan nor was it involved any discussion of the people involved in the 
program. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 You have-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Why would you even give that credence? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --well, let me ask you this, why do you not have some doubt in the C.I.A.?  This is the same intelligence community that didn't get it 
right on WMDs in Iraq.  Why are you so confident that they're telling you the truth in these memos? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Well, because I know the people involved because I've worked-- five out of the six former directors and deputy directors are men 
I've known for years and trust intimately with the difficult problems they'd dealt with.  Jose Rodriguez is one of the outstanding 
officers in the agency. 

 I know what they were asked to do and I know what they did.  And I'm perfectly comfortable that they deserve our praise, they 
deserve to be decorated.  They don't deserve to be harassed.  Can you imagine what it's going to be like if you were out there now 
as an officer in the agency and you were undertaking a complicated, difficult, dangerous task and you had the view that ten years 
from now even though the president approved it, even though the Justice Department signed off on it, some politician on Capitol 
Hill is going to come back and want a piece of your fanny. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

 Well, it-- 

 DICK CHENEY: 

That's an outrageous proposition that we're going through here that it's even being discussed. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Well, it's interesting you bring that up because here's a United Nations, this is Ben Emerson, special envoy in human rights and 
counterterrorism.  And he wants a criminal probe here.  This is what he said, "It's now time to take action.  Individuals responsible," 
what he calls a, "Criminal conspiracy revealed in the report must be brought to justice.  Must criminal penalties."  And then he ends 
with, "U.S. legally is obliged to bring those responsible to justice."  I know how you feel on this.  You think the president's should 
issue a blanket-- 

(OVERTALK) 

DICK CHENEY: 

I have little respect for the United Nations or for this individual who doesn't hear a clue and had absolutely no responsibility for 
safeguarding this nation and going after the bastards that killed 3,000 Americans on 9/11. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Do you think the president should issue a blanket pardon to C.I.A. agents involved here? 

DICK CHENEY: 

There's no pardon needed.  No crime was committed. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 But just to-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

 No crime. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --make sure? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

Who wants to sanction or satisfy some executive at the United Nations who doesn't have any say or responsibility on a claim that 
some kind of pardon is required, Chuck?  This is, again, I come back to the proposition.  One of the things I'm really worried about is 
what this is doing long-term. 

 We're still at war.  The terrorists that are out there today is as bad as it was on 9/11.  We've got ISIS talking about attacking the 
United States, having created a caliphate.  We're in a situation at least as bad as we had on 9/11 when after the attack we had word 
that Al Qaeda was trying to acquire nuclear weapons. 

  



Now we're sitting here today.  We are castigating the C.I.A. for doing what the president ordered them to do and the Justice 
Department said was legal.  We're doing enormous damage to our relationship overseas with our friends and allies who've 
supported us and worked with us.  We're making it very, very difficult to be able to go recruit foreign agents to work with us because 
they're likely to be hung out to dry by politicians on Capitol Hill who've got some kind of political axe to grind. 

 We're in big trouble partly because of the irresponsible content, is the way I would describe it, with respect to this act.  And if the 
Senate will go forward, the Senate Democrats would go forward, not with a bipartisan approach, not with an approach that takes 
into account the views of the people who were involved, goes forward for some political reason, trashing a very, very good program 
that worked, that saved lives, that kept us from another attack. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 All right, let me ask you a couple of quick questions.  I want to play for you an interesting clip of you 20 years ago about Iraq and 
Saddam Hussein.  Take a look. 

 DICK CHENEY (ON TAPE): 

 That's a very volatile part of the world.  And if you take down the central government in Iraq you can easily end up seeing pieces of 
Iraq fly off.  Part of it the Syrians would like to have to the west, part of Eastern Iraq the Iranians would like to claim, fought over for 
eight years.  In the north you've got the Kurds.  And the Kurds spin loose and join with the Kurds in Turkey then you threaten the 
territorial integrity of Turkey.  It's a quagmire if you go that far. 

CHUCK TODD: 

By the way, you look good there.  Didn't look like much-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

How old were you-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --didn't look like 20 years. 

DICK CHENEY: 

--twenty years ago? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

What was I?  I think I was 22 at the time.  Let me ask you this, you could arguably, somebody hearing that today says, "Boy, that's 
what Iraq looks like today."  Right now it looks like it might split up.  It looks like it's ungovernable.  It looks like pieces of Syria and 
pieces of Iraq are, you know, I mean, everything you described is happening today. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 So what's your question? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Well, I guess I ask you, do you regret pushing Saddam Hussein out, do you regret the Iraq-- 

  (OVERTALK) 

  



DICK CHENEY: 

 No, a lot has happened.  A lot has happened between that time, 9/11, for example, happened.  We got to the point where we were 
very concerned about the possible linkage between terrorists on the one hand and weapons of mass destruction on the 
other.  Saddam Hussein had previously had twice nuclear programs going.  He produced and used weapons of mass 
destruction.  And he had a ten-year relationship with Al Qaeda.  All of things came into play. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 By the way, some of the Al Qaeda stuff is questioned in here. 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 When it was time to get into the business of deciding the importance to go after Iraq, we did the right thing.  I believe the it was, in 
fact, the right action then and I believe it now. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Last question, Rand Paul or Hillary Clinton, whose foreign policy are you more comfortable with? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

Well, I don't think either one of them's going to be president. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Okay, but you didn't answer the question.  Who's foreign policy would you be more comfortable? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 I'm comfortable with my own views.  And I've been very forthright about them.  And frankly I don't support either Hillary Clinton or 
Rand Paul. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 How's your health? 

 DICK CHENEY: 

 Great.  I got a new heart almost three years ago.  Tell my wife my hair's even growing back. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Well, fair enough.  Former Vice President Dick Cheney-- 

DICK CHENEY: 

Good to see you, Chuck. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --thanks for coming to Meet the Press.  Thank you. 



 DICK CHENEY: 

You bet. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Well, there you go.  We'll be back in one minute with a key Democratic member of the Senate intelligence committee, Senator Ron 
Wyden.  I think Vice President Cheney brought up a few questions that he would like to see Senator Wyden answer.  He's been one 
of the most outspoken critics of the C.I.A..  He'll be here after the break. 

ANNOUNCER: 

Meet the Press is brought to you by Boeing where the drive to build something better inspires us every day. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

And welcome back, more on the story that has dominated the news this week, the Senate, what the Democrats call the torture 
report.  I'm joined now by Senator Ron Wyden.  He's a Democrat from Oregon, member of the Senate Intelligence Committee and 
somebody who, frankly, was pushing your leader, Senator Dianne Feinstein to get this report done and be made public.  Senator 
Wyden, welcome back to Meet The Press. 

RON WYDEN: 

Thank you. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 First, let me get your reaction to Vice President Cheney who obviously has not a lot of respect for this report.  What do you say? 

RON WYDEN: 

First of all, with respect to waterboarding and the Vice President is obviously comfortable with it, I consider it to be torture.  And just 
to correct the record, when the Japanese were prosecuted for using it against our guys in World War II, it was at the Tokyo trials.  So 
I think it's important to set the record straight. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Well, let me ask you though, he says this thing is partisan.  That has been some of the criticism even from folks that agree with some 
of the conclusions who say, "You know what though, you have no chance to see real reform at the C.I.A. because the C.I.A. can now 
easily dismiss this as a partisan report." 

RON WYDEN: 

 Facts aren't partisan, Chuck.  We reviewed six million pages of documents, the full report has 38,000 footnotes.  And what we've 
thought to do was very careful.  And that is to take the statements the C.I.A. made to the American people, made to the Congress, 
made to the Justice Department, made to the president, and we compared it to their own internal communications in real 
time.  There are a mountain of contradictions. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 I understand that you use nothing but C.I.A. material, C.I.A. provided material.  But no interviews.  The C.I.A. says Director Brennan 
said that he would have been pleased to talk to Senate Investigators.  That plenty of C.I.A. agents were even talking to the Justice 
Department.  Why didn't you take up the C.I.A.?  I know for a while they weren't giving you access.  But eventually they said they 
were going to give you and decided not to take them up on it.  Why? 



  

RON WYDEN: 

 It's a little more complicated than that.  The report and the Justice Department inquiry went on at the same time.  So we weren't 
able to interview the C.I.A.  So we thought that it was important to get materials that can be verified and documented. 

So we looked at the communications that C.I.A. officers were making in real time about torture.  Now during that period, everybody 
knew that we were having this inquiry and certainly none of the people writing op-eds have come forward and said, "Oh, we would 
have liked to be interviewed at that time."  Suffice it to say, I'll speak for myself and my colleagues, we would be happy to have 
talked to them. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Do you think there should be criminal prosecutions? 

 RON WYDEN: 

 The Justice Department has been clear with respect to that there are not going to be.  I hope they'll review the new facts.  But I-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 You want them to change their mind? 

 RON WYDEN: 

 --I want them to review the new facts.  But what I'm especially troubled by is John Brennan on Thursday really opened the door to 
the possibility of torture being used again.  And that's why it's so important that our report come out.  And what I intend to do with 
my colleagues right when we come back is I intend to introduce legislation to make it clear, for example, that if torture is used in the 
future there would be a basis to prosecute. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Is Director Brennan fit to serve the C.I.A.? 

 RON WYDEN: 

 Director Brennan, particularly on Thursday, said some important things and also left out some things that were important.  For 
example, he indicated that he would no longer be using the terms with respect to torture that the information would be otherwise 
unavailable. 

That's a real vindication of the committee because we showed that we were able to find Bin Laden, find KSM without torture.  So 
that would good.  What I was troubled also about was that he undercut the Panetta Review.  The Panetta Review really agreed with 
what the committee found. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 But I go back, Director Brennan, you're comfortable with him running the C.I.A.? 

RON WYDEN: 

 Not at this point. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

Do you think the president should fire him? 

RON WYDEN: 

I want to give him the chance to end this culture of denial, to deal with the misrepresentations.  If he doesn't do that we're going to 
go have get somebody who will. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Is there photographs in your reports that you guys redacted? 

RON WYDEN: 

 I'm not going to get into what was redacted.  I lost some battles with respect to redactions.  But I think the report does tell an 
important story, it tells it accurately.  And it is a particularly timely report now given the fact that John Brennan really opened the 
door to the possibility of torture.  Again, when he was asked, in effect, what he thought and he said, "That's for future times." 

CHUCK TODD: 

Is there more of this report that you think should be released? 

 RON WYDEN: 

I would like to see the entire report-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

--six thousand -- 

  (OVERTALK) 

RON WYDEN: 

--declassified. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

All right, Senator Ron Wyden, Democrat from Oregon, thanks for sharing your view. 

RON WYDEN: 

 Thank you. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Let's get some reaction now from the panel, David Axelrod, Andrea Mitchell, Helene Cooper, Dan Senor.  Woo.  Dan?  I'm going to 
start with you. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 Sure. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

 Obviously this debate isn't going to end anytime soon.  But this is a pretty, pretty tough report.  The facts in it are C.I.A. based.  The 
conclusions, I understand, what Vice President Cheney was against.  But the facts are pretty damning and at least plants some seeds 
of doubt, does it not? 

DAN SENOR: 

 Well, look, I think the actual program, the integrity of the program, the report does not actually produce anything that undermines 
it.  Most of what is criticized in the report is what happened outside the program, these rogue operators. 

 Now reasonable people can disagree on, you know, what happened in those rogue operations.  But the actual integrity of the 
program, the actual totality of the program, it's indisputable that it pulled Al Qaeda operatives off the battlefield and got out 
information to disrupt future plots. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 If it's indisputable, John Brennan said it's unknowable.  Why, I mean-- 

DAN SENOR: 

Oh boy. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 You know, and that, even John Brennan who I think supports the program could not come to the conclusion that it's indisputable. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 Well, what-- 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 I mean-- 

 DAN SENOR: 

 --Brennan said was unknowable is he says, "Look, we got information.  What's unknowable is that we could have gotten the same 
information had we not used these techniques."  That's an experiment.  How long do you want to try that experiment?  KSM wasn't 
talking.  They used the techniques, suddenly he was talking.  Maybe he had a chance of heart or maybe the techniques worked. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAN SENOR: 

 How long were you going to wait to see if he actually is going to talk? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Director Brennan's view of this report, Andrea, he obviously doesn't like how it was done.  Thinks that, as he said, over the top when 
it comes to transparency.  Does he disagree with the facts in it? 

 ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Yes. 



CHUCK TODD: 

He does? 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 He disagrees with the facts. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 He disputes the facts and the conclusions. 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 I was out there at this lengthy, you know hour that we spent with him.  And he disputes the fact that information on Bin Laden was 
obtained by other sources, by other foreign intelligence agencies before any of the torture, which he would not call torture, took 
place on Abu Zabaydah and on Khalid Sheikh Mohammed the information that they got was that he was lying. 

 But other confirming sources indicated that he was lying.  The question is could they have gotten it from other ways?  And he says 
that it was unknowable whether or not that information, that train of evidence.  What he also disputes is whether this analysis 
based on memos can lead to the proper conclusions that what analysts do, and this is what the former directors say, what analysts 
do is look at lots of different pieces of information.  And that the Senate investigators looked at it too linearly. 

 But let me just say the former directors, I think many would say, as the vice president said, should have been interviewed.  They 
were not worried about prosecution.  They were willing to come forward.  I think there are other issues here, for instance, Jose 
Rodriguez.  This report would not have happened had Jose Rodriguez not in contradiction to what the White House lawyer, the 
Justice Department and the C.I.A. was ordering him to do.  Had he not destroyed the videotapes of those interrogations that was 
what tipped it over.  And there was a 14 to one vote in favor-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

At the time to start-- 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

--of the investigation. 

CHUCK TODD: 

--the investigation.  No doubt. 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

And there was a lot of push back and resistance to getting the facts that they needed from the Republicans and from the C.I.A.. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Now David, you were in the White House when the president essentially decided despite where so many in your base wanted you 
guys to go prosecute somebody, to hold somebody criminally responsible even some saying, "You got to go get the vice president," 
do you think President Obama did the right thing in not allowing the Justice Department to investigate, to see if we have rogue 
agents, perhaps, that went above and beyond-- 

(OVERTALK) 

  



DAVID AXELROD: 

The Justice Department did look into it, Chuck.  But I think he did the right thing in rejecting what was the major call which was for a 
commission that would go back and essentially, you know, accentuate the roles of every player.  And we've had a big national airing 
of this.  His view, as he expressed the other day, was that we have to move forward and learn from this. 

But let me just comment on Brennan because I watched that press conference that you were at, Andrea, very, very closely.  And 
what I heard, the vice president invited us to talk to the former directors.  He said, "Abhorrent things were done.  He said, "The C.I.A. 
was unprepared to run such a program."  And he said at the end of the press conference that he strongly believed that this was on 
balance not a good program for the country because it violated our relationships, it spoiled our relationships overseas with our 
allies. 

And the efficacy of the data of the intelligence we got was in question.  In fact, one of the points that we apparently derived from 
some of these coerced was that the war in Iraq, that there was a link between Saddam Hussein and Al Qaeda which was one of the 
pretexts for going into this war. There is not -- He did not back up the vice president's points here. 

CHUCK TODD: 

Helene, obviously there are a lot of people, vice president brought it up, I've even had some Democrats who are supportive of the 
report who brought this up saying, "Releasing this has put America's intelligence capabilities, has sort of shackled them a little 
bit."  Are you getting that sense from people you talk to on your beat? 

HELENE COOPER: 

Not so much that.  It's much more a sort of when you look, I mean, David touched on this just now, when you talk about the reaction 
around the world, there's a lot of chatter right now about, you know, the United States trying to have things both ways. 

And there's this belief that we're, at the same time that you saw Former Vice President Cheney sitting here and saying again and 
again that this wasn't torture.  So we're going, for instance, in China, there was the whole, this has been a huge case, the reporting in 
China has been huge all week looking at the United States, talking to us about human rights and, you know, lecturing us on this, that 
and the other.  And look at what they're doing within the United States.  And, you know, the idea that we don't-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

But we're the only country that would have a debate like this-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 --that would actually release it. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --so this is what makes America America. 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 It really is. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Right, for better or for worse this is what we do. 

  



(OVERTALK) 

 DAN SENOR: 

 It's one thing to release the report.  It's another thing to release those graphic details, those very vivid descriptions which I do think 
will have implications for American fighting men and women overseas in the battlefield to provide that fodder for our enemies that, 
you know. 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 So here's the question, Dan, is it the release of that information that endangers those troops?  Or was it the practices that 
endangered them?  I mean, what the vice president seems to be saying is, "We did bad things in dark places.  But what's wrong is 
that we told people about it." 

 DAN SENOR: 

 We did bad things-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 And I just totally reject that. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 We did things in dark places that resulted in us disrupting mass casualty. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAN SENOR: 

 That part of it is beautiful.  All we have done, what Brennan said is-- 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 There's one other point, Dan-- 

 DAN SENOR: 

 --we're not sure if other things would have worked. 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 --we've not had-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 --we've not had these tactics for six years.  So we haven't had a major attack in six years. 

 (OVERTALK) 

  



DAN SENOR: 

 No, you know what we have been doing?  We've been using drones to blow up terror operatives-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAN SENOR: 

 --and their families at picnics and weddings-- 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 Okay, so you're not going to answer that question.  Why haven't-- 

 DAN SENOR: 

--I'm answering the question. 

CHUCK TODD: 

David and Dan, the good news is you guys provided a segue to our next segment which has to do with drones.  We'll take a pause 
here.  We will be right back. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

As promised we'll be getting to the drone war in a moment, but up next race and policing in America, we'll show you why the divide 
seems to be growing. 

***Commercial Break*** 

CHUCK TODD: 

In recent weeks the failure of grand juries to indict police officers for killing unarmed African-American men in Ferguson, Missouri 
and New York City has provoked outrage and dismay.  Yesterday tens of thousands of gathered in cities across the U.S. to protest 
those killings and the treatment of black men by law enforcement. 

In New York protectors shut down the Brooklyn Bridge for about an hour and two police officers were assaulted and sent to the 
hospital.  To help us understand why there's so much distrust between African-American men and police officers we brought 
together three people with first-hand knowledge of the situation.  L.A.P.D. Police Chief Charles Beck, Civil Rights Attorney Constance 
Rice and Aquil Saafir, an African-American man who has been on the right side of the law but the wrong side of some cops. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

AQUIL SAAFIR: 

As a young black man, you're pulled over constantly.  Couple times, three, four times a week, you know?  For no reason whatsoever. 

CHARLES BECK: 

 We recruit from the human race.  And, you know, because of that we have all the foibles that humanity suffers. 

 



CONSTANCE RICE: 

The cops are who's dealing with, many of them told me of their fears.  "Miss Rice, can I tell you I'm scared of black people.  I'm afraid 
of black men, what do I do?" 

AQUIL SAAFIR: 

When a police officer approaches a black man he comes into that situation with these prejudices that has been implied into his mind 
for many years. 

CHARLES BECK: 

We have spent, you know, 500,000 years developing these fight or flight instincts to protect us.  And to think that those flight and 
fight instincts aren't going to be present in police officers is to deny humanity. 

 AQUIL SAAFIR ON VIDEO: 

 Put your hands on the hood and with lights on you and everyone driving past can see you.  Humiliation at another level. 

CONSTANCE RICE ON VIDEO: 

The community had great fear of the cops.  And the cops had great fear of the community. 

AQUIL SAAFIR ON VIDEO: 

They asked us the question had we ever been arrested for NIP?  I said, "Well, what's NIP?"  It's the N-word in public.  Just for being 
black. 

 CONSTANCE RICE: 

My job was to break down the fear and build the trust. 

AQUIL SAAFIR ON VIDEO: 

One of the police officers actually with his flashlight commenced to hitting me in the head.  So I asked him what was he doing?  And 
he told me to shut up and just take it. 

CONSTANCE RICE: 

 What they were saying to me was that, "My actions might not look right to you because you don't understand, I'm scared."  When 
people are scared they have a hyper-reaction.  They overreact. 

 AQUIL SAAFIR: 

 There needs to be systems in place so that the police officers have to conduct themselves in a way no matter who they're policing. 

CHARLES BECK: 

It was very important for us to change that attitude.  We have made tremendous progress.  I think you have to build trust every 
day.  Policing can't just be about an absence of crime.  It's got to be about a presence of justice. 

AQUIL SAAFIR: 

 These things that happens to black men is something no one should go through. 



 (END TAPE) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Putting it all in their own words.  It's a tough conversation but you know what maybe we need to have uncomfortable conversations 
like that.  When we return back to the war against terrorists and the U.S. drone program that many see as being every bit as wrong 
as the controversial interrogation tactics that we're debating today. 

 ***Commercial Break*** 

 CHUCK TODD: 

And welcome back.  Taking on the threat posed by terrorism is now one of the top priorities of any American president.  And 
President Obama has adopted a different approach from his predecessor, George W. Bush.  While he has gradually withdrawn U.S. 
troops from Iraq and Afghanistan he has rapidly escalated America's drone war.  It's a highly controversial tactic aimed at taking out 
terrorist targets without military casualties. 

 The critics argue that it's killed thousands of innocent civilians in countries like Yemen and Pakistan.  Here's our chief foreign 
correspondent, Richard Engel. 

 **BEGIN TAPE** 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

It's become the weapon of choice in the war against Islamic terrorists.  A U.S. drone flies over a target thousands of miles away, the 
C.I.A. tracks the location, receives authorization, pushes a button and a small missile is fired.  But some are asking whether years 
from now we'll debate drones the way we're debating torture. 

 JOHN BRENNAN: 

 The use these unmanned aerial vehicles that you refer to as drones in the counterterrorism effort has done tremendous work to 
keep this country safe. 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

The C.I.A.'s clandestine fleet of armed drones has become central to its counterterrorism mission.  The secretive nature of the 
program means no one can tell for sure how many of the estimated 3,500 people killed mostly in Pakistan and Yemen were 
insurgents and how many were innocent civilians. 

 MICAH ZENKO: 

 In U.S. public opinion there is greater support for killing people than torturing them. 

RICHARD ENGEL: 

 Why? 

 MICAH ZENKO: 

 It's hard to know why.  I think we believe that individuals we can see with this high technology, precise, discriminate weapons 
platform is better at identifying who they are.  But in fact, most of the individuals who we kill we have much less information about 
than the individuals, the 119, we captured. 

  



RICHARD ENGEL: 

 Micah Zenko, a fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations has been following and criticizing the drone program for years. 

 MICAH ZENKO: 

One of the reasons the C.I.A. became so active in drone strikes was out of concern that they would be prosecuted for torture. 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

 So they were worried about holding them and torturing them and decided, "Eh, better just to kill them instead." 

 MICAH ZENKO: 

This is what the C.I.A.'s response to torture report makes very clear. 

RICHARD ENGEL: 

In the past 12 years the U.S. has launched hundreds of drone missions.  About 50 under President Bush, an estimated 400 under 
President Obama. 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: 

 The use of drones is heavily constrained.  America does not take strikes when we have the ability to capture individual 
terrorists.  Our preference is always to detain, interrogate and prosecute. 

RICHARD ENGEL: 

Polls show about 70% of Americans support the drone program. 

Why?  Why is it more acceptable and more popular to kill people than to hold them and torture them? 

 MICAH ZENKO: 

 Antiseptic drone strikes which is the video image that you see from things released by the Pentagon, it always looks precise and 
antiseptic and clean.  And we assume that those are militants who want to kill us, right?  But torture's something we feel directly and 
personally and we think is morally wrong. 

RICHARD ENGEL ON VIDEO: 

 But there is nothing antiseptic about a missile that hits a village.  So as officials do the rounds to admonish the previous 
administration for condoning the secret torture program, they would do well to keep in mind that old saying about glass houses and 
stones. 

 **END TAPE**                                 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Richard Engel is in studio with me now.  Richard, first of all, it's good to have you stay tied-- 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

Good to be here. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 

--December visit here.  What's creating more terrorists, Bush interrogation program or Obama's drone program? 

RICHARD ENGEL: 

Creating more terrorists? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Yeah. 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

 It's very hard to know.  People are radicalized-- 

CHUCK TODD: 

 But there's worry that-- 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

 --for a variety of reasons. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --both do that. 

RICHARD ENGEL: 

Yeah, that both can radicalize people.  There's a whole history of why people are being radicalized.  It goes back to U.S. support for 
Israel, what's considered to be a war against Islam.  But the drone war is certainly part of it.  The torture program is certainly part of 
it.  I don't know if you could say one is more influential and creating more of a problem than the other. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 Now you were telling me before and you didn't bring it up in the piece that there's obviously various ways that the drone program is 
used, in a sense, you know, going after a known terrorists.  There's no other way to get them and they kill that terrorist.  But then 
there's something you say that are called signature strikes.  Tell me about them. 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

 These are probably the most morally problematic.  There's a desire right now to criticize the previous administration for its morally 
questionable practices, this administration's carrying out some morally questionable practices.  And-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

Signature strikes are those. 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

--signature strikes are those.  So there's two ways to carry out a drone strike.  You follow the target.  You know who that person 
is.  You know more or less what they've done or what they're accused of doing.  You watch them for weeks, months.  You find the 
right location where they are.  You order the drone strike and they're killed or they get away. 



  

Signature strike is very different.  Signature strike you follow a target.  But you don't exactly know who that person is.  You just know 
their signature, their profile.  And if they have the profile of a terrorist, that's good enough.  So if a vehicle, a pickup truck has four or 
five people in it they're driving from a known Al Qaeda headquarters, they look like terrorists. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 So this is-- 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

 But we don't know exactly who they are. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --this is where we're going to find out ten years from now we could be finding out we droned-- 

 RICHARD ENGEL: 

 And that-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --innocents. 

RICHARD ENGEL: 

 --and I know people who are involved in these kind of programs and they're worried about that.  They're saying, "Well, we're being 
asked to do this.  We're being told it's legal.  Are we going to face some sort of persecution, prosecution down the road? 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Richard Engel, our chief foreign correspondent.  Like I said, good to have you here for your December visit.  Stay safe out there, my 
friend.  All right, we're back in less than a minute.  Big battle in Washington over the weekend.  And it may wind up playing a big 
role.  And of course the 2016 presidential race.  We'll be right back. 

 ***Commercial Break*** 

 TED CRUZ (ON TAPE): 

 Every Senator in this body should be put on record whether he or she believes that it's constitutional for a president to disregard, to 
ignore federal immigration laws and grant blanket amnesty to millions in defiance of both the laws on the books and the voters. 

 ELIZABETH WARREN (ON TAPE): 

 Let me say this to anyone who is listening at Citi, I agree with you, Dodd-Frank isn't perfect.  It should have broken you into pieces. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Welcome back, the panel is here.  Cruz and Warren, by the way, they both voted no.  We had bipartisan support for this deal, 
Andrea, bipartisan opposition for this deal.  Strange bedfellows, we just painted two of them.  They are both, by the way, could run 
for 2016. 

  



ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 Indeed, I mean, it was so interesting that I was actually watching C-SPAN on a Saturday night.  It was ridiculous.  Forty regular-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

ANDREA MITCHELL: 

--forty votes against this, 20 and 20.  The two-party wing.  And you've got afterwards people are not being very, you know, vocal, the 
Democrats against Elizabeth Warren.  It's a lot of angst about that.  This was a deal negotiated by Harry Reid-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Well-- 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 --and Barbara Mikulski and she went against it.  But let's just talk about Ted Cruz for a second. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --yeah, very quick. 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 Bob Corker, Orrin Hatch, Lindsey Graham putting out statements criticizing Ted Cruz because, they say, he kept the Senate in and 
gave the Democrats, gave the White House confirmation votes on nominations that they wouldn't have had if they had gone home a 
couple of days ago. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Well, it's interesting both Ted Cruz and Elizabeth Warren went about their opposition in different ways.  David Axelrod, I want you 
to respond to this, an anonymous senior Democratic aide talking about Elizabeth Warren said this, "If this party can't accommodate 
both its Clinton-era folks and its Warren-ites we're headed for trouble."  Do you think this party can unite those two wings of the 
party? 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 I do if Secretary Clinton comes out and sides for more a popular-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 She’s got to move towards Elizabeth Warren. 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 --and I think she will. 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 But does she have to disagree-- 

  



DAVID AXELROD: 

 But let's just say one thing about-- 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 --with everything she said in her past, David. 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 --Ted Cruz.  I think he was delighted to be attacked by Washington. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 And I think that he got everything he wanted out of that-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAN SENOR: 

 By the way, two years ago when Ted Cruz shut down the government everybody said, "Cruz is finished.  His career is finished.  He's 
overshot."  Republicans were saying, "This is going to be damaging to our prospects in 2014.  Well, we did just fine in 2014. 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 But look at the 2016 primary, Dan. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 And Ted Cruz I think is going to be very competitive in the Republican primaries.  I'm not saying I'm for Cruz.  I'm simply saying it's 
difficult to say that this has set him back.  And it's also difficult to argue that it set the party back.  Helene, what-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 But if Hillary Clinton becomes Elizabeth Warren she has to go against everything-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 She doesn't have to become Elizabeth Warren but she has to have a more popular-- 

 DAN SENOR 

 But-- 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 --economic platform. 

  



DAN SENOR: 

 --Helene, what does this mean for how Washington's going to work in 2015?  These are, like-- 

HELENE COOPER: 

I-- 

 DAN SENOR: 

 --we're going to have, I mean, is this just a preview of crazy things to come? 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 --of course.  It's going to be even crazier.  But I'm looking forward actually to the human homeland security battle.  And to watch it-- 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 In February. 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 --yeah.  Because I wouldn't want to work there.  But I also wouldn't want to see how-- 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 Well, you're not the only one with that. 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 --a lot of people are going to shut down this agency that's going to end up enforcing all our border controls which I think is going to 
be very interesting to see how the Republicans tie themselves up in that. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 By the way, if you're President Obama this morning you're getting most of your budget and everybody predicted doom and 
gloom.  They're sort of doing a happy dance over there at the White House. 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 They're pretty happy. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 They think they got more than what they expected. 

 HELENE COOPER: 

 Yes.  But I think it's even actually more interesting is why is Andrea spending her Saturday nights on C-SPAN to go back in time in a 
room that you told me this. 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 But this program set me up for Homeland tonight.  So at least there’s that. 



 CHUCK TODD: 

 David, go ahead. 

 DAVID AXELROD: 

 Let me just point out, Dan, I think 2016's much different than 2014.  And if Ted Cruz makes a stand on immigration I think he's going 
to doom his party for one more presidential cycle. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 Look, I agree.  I'm not saying Cruz is our ticket.  It could be Barry Goldwater, '64 all over again. 

 (OVERTALK) 

 DAN SENOR: 

 I'm simply saying the politics for him in the Republican primary-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 AVID AXELROD: 

 I agree with that.  Good primary politics. 

 DAN SENOR: 

 People said he was-- right. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Very quickly speaking of Republican partisan-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 Jeb Bush. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 --Jeb Bush does an interview with an old Miami staple, growing up in Miami, Michael Putney was the Tim Russert of Miami politics 
and other stuff.  He's retiring, congratulations, by the way, to Michael.  He gets this interview with Jeb Bush and Jeb announces that 
he's going to release all these emails, Dan Senor, write a book about his experience as governor.  That's a guy running for president, 
no? 

 DAN SENOR: 

 I think he's going to run.  I-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 I don't think so six weeks ago, now I do. 



 DAN SENOR: 

 --this is going to be a fascinating-- Republicans have not had a primary like this in decades.  It's wide open-- 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 Look at the-- 

 DAN SENOR: 

 --a lot of 800-pound guerrillas in the race. 

 ANDREA MITCHELL: 

 --look at the Jim Baker quotes, he's running. 

 CHUCK TODD: 

 Yup, that's for sure.  That's all for today.  Quite a show.  We'll be back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 

 * * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 12/21/14 -- BOIES CALLS NK HACK “A STATE SPONSORED CRIMINAL ATTACK;” RUBIO SAYS OBAMA HAS 
“GIVEN AWAY LEVERAGE” VERSUS CUBA 

Boies on North Korea: “This is a state sponsored criminal attack on an American corporation and its employees” Boies: Obama’s 
comments were “helpful in some respects,” but says he “would have liked to have seen it a little earlier.” Rubio on Cuba: President 
Obama has “given away...leverage in exchange for zero democratic opening” 

DECEMBER 21, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an update on the shooting death of two NYPD officers 
from Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams; interviews and discussions about the North Korea hack attack against Sony with Sony 
Pictures Entertainment lawyer David Boies, actor and former White House staffer Kal Penn, former director of The National 
Counterterrorism Center Michael Leiter, former Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff, and former ambassador to South 
Korea Christopher Hill; an interview with Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL); and a panel conversation with MSNBC's Chris Matthews, 
former Bush White House political director Sara Fagen, former Democratic governor of New Mexico and former US Ambassador to 
the United Nations Bill Richardson, and Breitbart news columnist John Nolte. 
  
Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online atMeetThePressNBC.com. 
  
# # # 
 
Brooklyn Borough President: “This is not about one voice.  This is about the voice of the entire city crying out for unity” 
 
ERIC ADAMS: When the bullet strikes the body of a police officer, the emotional paths continue.  So I understand some of the 
concern that many people have in the law enforcement community.  But this is not about one voice.  This is about the voice of the 
entire city crying out for unity, crying out of saying, "How do we come together and deal with real issues in policing, at the same 
time, protect our officers?"  
                   
Adams: “Those who were calling for police reform were not calling for police retribution.” 
 
CHUCK TODD: We've had a lot of protests.  We've had a lot of heated rhetoric.  Do you believe that contributed to this? 
                                       
ERIC ADAMS: No, not at all.  I think that we cannot mix the two.  Those who were calling for police reform were not calling for police 
retribution.  They were not calling for harm to police.  And we cannot allow someone to get in the way of moving towards police 
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reform. 
 
Sony lawyer David Boies calls North Korea hack “a state sponsored criminal attack” 
LINK: http://nbcnews.to/1Cp1Xb6  

DAVID BOIES: I think we ought to move beyond who was responsible.  Look, this is a state sponsored criminal attack on an American 
corporation and its employees.  …  I think that what we have to do is use the President's recognition of the importance of this issue 
as a rallying cry, so that all Americans can unite against what is really a threat to our national security.  If state-sponsored criminal 
acts like this can be directed against Sony, it can be directed against anybody. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: You're using "criminal acts" instead of "terrorist."  Does Sony, do you believe that if you get a legal ruling that this was 
terrorism, you get some financial cover on this.  Are you looking for that kind of ruling? 
                                       
DAVID BOIES: I'm not debating whether it ought to be called "criminal," "vandalism," "terrorism."  What we know is that that's was a 
state-sponsored attack on the privacy of an American corporation and its employees.  And what Sony had been trying to do is trying 
to protect that privacy, trying to get back what was stolen, and asking everybody to cooperate in that, not to aid and abet.  Whether 
you call them vandals or criminals or terrorists, whatever you call them, they're bad actors.  And people shouldn't be cooperating 
with them. 
                   
Boies: ‘The Interview’ “will be distributed” 
 
DAVID BOIES:  Sony only delayed this.  Sony has been fighting to get this picture distributed.  It will be distributed.  How it's going to 
be distributed, I don't think anybody knows quite yet.  But it's going to be distributed.  And what Sony has been trying to do is to get 
the picture out to the public.  But, at the same time, be sure that the rights of its employees and the rights of the movie-going public 
are protected. 
                                       
Boies: “This is not a Sony security problem. This is a national security problem. And the government has got to lead.”  
 
DAVID BOIES:  I think we've got to recognize that this is not a Sony security problem, this is a national security problem.  And the 
government has got to lead.  The F.B.I. has just been terrific in this. ... Now the rest of the government has got to get behind it and 
has got to figure out a way that we can protect our national security.  Because this is a national security threat.  I think the president 
is beginning to recognize that.  And I think that's a good thing.  But now we've got to have some actions following from the words. 
 
Boies says Pres. Obama’s comments “were helpful in some respects” but he “would have liked to have seen it a little earlier”  
 
CHUCK TODD: You think the President's comments were helpful on Friday to you? 
 
DAVID BOIES: I think they were helpful in some respects.  I think it was helpful to have the president recognize publicly that this was 
an unacceptable attack, that we cannot have state-sponsored attacks that are designed to censor what we do here in this country.  I 
would have liked to have seen it a little earlier.  And I would have liked to have seen it without the sort of "blame the victim" aspect 
of it.  But I think the positive aspects of it, where I think we are now beginning to come together as a country and recognize this is a 
threat, I think that's positive. 
 
Rubio on Cuba: President Obama has “given away...leverage in exchange for zero democratic opening” 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: If you're going to make concessions to Cuba, if you're going to recognize them diplomatically, you're going to have 
more commerce with them, there has to be some reciprocal opening on their part towards democracy.  There was none in this 
engagement.  So that's why this policy is misguided. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD:  Well, going back -- you acknowledge the old policy wasn't working? 
 
MARCO RUBIO:  The old policy, I keep hearing these reports about how the old policy was designed to overthrow the Castro 
regime.  That's false.  The embargo's original purpose was to protect American companies because those properties had been 
expropriated.  American companies in Cuba had their assets seized.  And so, in order to prevent that, that was the reason why the 
embargo was put in place.  The new purpose of the embargo in the 21st century was to serve as leverage, and leverage towards 
democracy.  We now have sanctions in place with the embargo that allows us to remove those sanctions.  And it's codified in 
exchange for a democratic opening.  What the president has done here is given away much of that leverage in exchange for zero 
democratic opening. 
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Rubio: “If I were president...I would have actively and vibrantly engaged with democracy activists inside the island of Cuba”  
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: If I were president, what I would have done is I would have actively and vibrantly engaged with democracy activists 
inside the island of Cuba, who, of all, and many of whom, wanted changes in Cuba policy, but who all feel betrayed by this 
president.  He completely ignored them and threw them to the side in this whole process. 
     
Rubio reacts to Rand Paul: “If he wants to align himself and become a supporter of the Obama foreign policy, particularly towards 
Cuba, that's his right.” 
 
CHUCK TODD: What do you say to Senator Paul? 
 
MARCO RUBIO: Well, look.  Rand Paul has -- if he wants to align himself and become a supporter of the Obama foreign policy, 
particularly towards Cuba, that's his right.  He has a right to do that.  My interest here is singular.  And that is freedom and 
democracy for the people of Cuba.  I want people in Cuba to have what people in the Bahamas have, what people in Jamaica have, 
what people in the Dominican Republic have, which is freedom and elections. And I just don't think that this policy that the 
president has put in place furthers that goal.  In fact, I think it makes it harder to achieve.  Because you're now going to provide hard 
currency for a repressive regime to fund their repression of the Cuban people. 
 
Rubio on a potential primary race against Jeb Bush: decision will not be based on who else is running 
LINK: http://nbcnews.to/13RnNsp 

CHUCK TODD: Can you imagine running in the same Republican primary as Jeb Bush? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: You know, Jeb, if he runs, will be a very credible and formidable candidate.  And he's someone I have tremendous 
respect for.  As I outlined earlier, you know, when you reach a point where you're thinking about running for president, as I am, 
what you have to make your decision on is not on who else is running.  It's on whether you think that's the right place for you to 
achieve your agenda and serve your country. If I make that decision that that's the right place for me to serve at this moment in my 
life, I'll run for president.  And that's what my decision will be built on.  But, you know, I have tremendous respect for Jeb Bush.  And 
I think, if he runs, he'll be a very credible and strong candidate. 

# # #  
 
Below is a RUSH transcript of the 10AM feed of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News’ “Meet the Press.” 
A final transcript of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
December 21, 2014 
     
CHUCK TODD: 
This Sunday-- 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We cannot have a society in which some dictator someplace can start imposing censorship here in the United States. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
President Obama says Sony Pictures was wrong to cave to the demands of North Korean hackers and cancel the release of The 
Interview.  Has a dangerous precedent been set?  Also, how should the U.S. respond to North Korea's cyber attack?  And can the 
government protect businesses and the public from cyber blackmail?  Plus, two police officers are shot and killed in New York City 
this weekend, adding more tension to an already stressed city. 
                                       
WILLIAM BRATTON: 
They were, quite simply, assassinated, targeted for their uniform and for the responsibility they embraced to keep the people of this 
city safe. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
We'll have all the latest.  And President Obama ends our Cold War policy against Cuba. 
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MARCO RUBIO: 
This entire policy shift announced today is based on an illusion, on a lie. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But not everyone is happy.  I'll be joined by Florida Senator and possible Republican presidential contender Marco Rubio.  I'm Chuck 
Todd, and joining me to provide insight and analysis this morning are MSNBC's Chris Matthews, former Bush White House political 
director Sara Fagen, former Democratic governor of New Mexico, Bill Richardson, and Breitbart news columnist John 
Nolte.  Welcome to Sunday with Meet the Press. 
                                       
ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And good morning.  In a moment I'll be joined by the lead lawyer for Sony Pictures to discuss the aftermath of the North Korean 
cyber attack on Sony Pictures.  But first, two New York City police officers, Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos, were shot at point-blank 
range Saturday afternoon, killed while they were simply sitting in their patrol car. 
  
Both police commissioner William Bratton and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio have called it an assassination.  The suspect, 
Ismaaiyl Brinsley, then killed himself with the same gun.  According to police, he allegedly started the day shooting a former 
girlfriend in Baltimore, who is now recovering in the hospital. 
  
Social media posts from the gunman point to his actions being related to the deaths of Eric Garner and Michael Brown.  The tensions 
between the police and the mayor were on full display last night, as members of the New York Police Department turned their backs 
on Mayor de Blasio as he walked through a hospital last night. 
  
Eric Adams, the Brooklyn Borough president, and also a former NYPD officer, joins us from New York City.  Mr. Adams, let me get 
your reaction first to Patrick Lynch of the Patrolmen's Benevolent Association in New York, and Mayor Bill de Blasio's office’s 
response.  Here's Mr.  Lynch. 
                                       
PATRICK LYNCH: 
There's blood on many hands tonight.  Those that incited violence on the streets under the guise of protests, that's blood on the 
hands, stop on the steps of City Hall in the Office of the Mayor. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Now, Mr. Adams, before I get your reaction, let me read the mayor's statement from his office.  "It's unfortunate that, in a time of 
great tragedy, some would resort to irresponsible, overheated rhetoric that angers and divides people.  Mayor de Blasio 
understands that this is the time we must come together to support the families and the friends of those brave officers that New 
York City lost last night, and the entire NYPD community."  Mr. Adams, though, to Mr. Lynch's charge, what is your response to it? 
                                       
ERIC ADAMS: 
Well, first of all, our hearts go out to the family.  In addition to that, when the bullet strikes the body of a police officer, the 
emotional paths continue.  So I understand some of the concern that many people have in the law enforcement community.  But 
this is not about one voice.  This is about the voice of the entire city crying out for unity, crying out of saying, "How do we come 
together and deal with real issues in policing, at the same time, protect our officers?"  I wore that uniform for 22 years of my life.  I 
had a bulletproof vest on, protecting our community.  And I know how trying and difficult these times are. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, we've had a lot of protests.  We've had a lot of heated rhetoric.  Do you believe that contributed to this? 
                                       
ERIC ADAMS: 
No, not at all.  I think that we cannot mix the two.  Those who were calling for police reform were not calling for police 
retribution.  They were not calling for harm to police.  And we cannot allow someone to get in the way of moving towards police 
reform. 
  
Blood is not on the hands of the mayor.  Blood is on the hand of this sick person that took the life of two innocent police 
officers.  Innocent people should not die in America.  It doesn't matter that they're wearing a police uniform or a three-piece 
suit.  Innocent people should not die in America.  And we're better than what we're seeing.  And now is the time for adults to stand 
up and decide the direction. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Two weeks ago we were talking about trust issues between the African-American community and law enforcement.  Today we're 
going to be talking about trust issues between law enforcement and the mayor of New York City.  How do you fix that trust issue? 
                                       
ERIC ADAMS: 
I don't think that's the issue.  I think the over 30,000 police officers in New York City are professionals.  They're going to get up every 
day and do their job, just as we saw when our center of trade collapsed, our police officers still respond.  We cannot allow what 
seems to be a contractual or other methods that are in the way of moving forward in policing to think that the men and women who 
wear blue uniforms as law enforcement officers are going to move away from that.  That assassination was not an attack on 
individuals, it was an attack on our belief in public safety.  And we cannot allow an attack on public safety in America. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Now, you wrote an op-ed in The New York Times a couple of weeks ago.  It used the headline, We Must Stop Police Abuse of Black 
Men.  Are you concerned that any reform efforts that people have been talking about when it comes to law enforcement, the grand 
jury process, that something like that halts it in its tracks? 
                                       
ERIC ADAMS: 
No, not at all.  I think that we've reached a point where the grandchildren of civil rights marches are now in the street, 
marching.  This used to be an issue that was in the African-American and Caribbean and Hispanic community.  Now the diverse 
group of young people of all ethnicity, white and black, are stated America we’re better in the violence we're seeing.  They're saying 
that we're better than the lack of police reform. 
  
And so I don't think anything is going to derail that.  We're not going to allow the sick mind of one individual to get in the way of 
creating a symbiotic relationship between the police and the community.  And I think we need to move forward and be responsible 
professionals during these very difficult times. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Eric Adams, the Brooklyn Borough President, thanks for coming on Meet the Press this morning.  I appreciate your time. 
                                       
ERIC ADAMS: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Now to the story that has dominated the news this week, North Korea's cyber attack on Sony Pictures.  When Seth Rogen pitched 
The Interview, his new comedy about two journalists tapped by the C.I.A. with its fascinating North Korea leader Kim Jong-Un, he 
can't have had any idea that the truth would turn out to be even stranger than the fiction he was acting out.  The film, which wasn't 
expected to be a box office smash, is now the most talked about movie of the year, despite the fact the public has yet to see it. 
                     
((BEGIN TAPE)) 
                   
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We cannot have a society in which some dictator someplace can start imposing censorship here in the United States. 
                                       
NATALIE MORALES: 
The president calls out Sony for caving to the demands of hackers. 
                                       
MICHAEL LYNTON: 
We have not caved.  We have not given in.  We have persevered, and we have not backed down. 
                                       
HAILEE JACKSON: 
What started out as a Hollywood comedy has quickly turned into an international crisis. 
                                       
PETE WILLIAMS: 
President Obama's surprisingly forceful comments followed a public statement from the F.B.I. concluded that North Korea was 
behind the Sony hacking. 
                                       
JOHN MCCAIN: 



It should be a wakeup call that a country like North Korea has this kind of capability. 
                                       
DIANNE FEINSTEIN: 
We have no real policy to handle this. 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
I think it says said something interesting about North Korea, that they decided to have the state mount an all-out assault on a movie 
studio because of the satirical nature, starring Seth Rogen. 
                                       
LIZZY CAPLAN: 
The C.I.A. would love it if you two could take him out. Take him out. 
                                       
JAMES FRANCO: 
Take him out? 
 
SETH ROGEN:   
Like for drinks? 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
I think they made a mistake.  I wish they had spoken to me first. 
                                       
MICHAEL LYNTON: 
A few days ago, I personally did reach out and to speak to senior folks in the White House.  We do not own movie theaters.  We 
cannot determine whether or not a movie will be played in movie theaters. 
                                       
BILLY BUSH: 
Stars burned up social media.  Ben Stiller tweeted, "Really hard to believe this."  Rob Lowe blasted Sony, comparing the company to 
the British prime minister who rolled over to Hitler. 
                                       
PAPARAZZI: 
Seth, how do you feel about Sony pulling the plug on the film? 
                                  
BILLY BUSH: 
Sony's secret efforts to rally Hollywood's power players met with a deafening silence. 
                                       
MEL BROOKS: 
I waited till Hitler was dead. 
                                       
JIMMY KIMMEL:  
Yeah! 
                                       
MEL BROOKS: 
I don't know how crazy they are.  So I'm going to ask you to stop talking about it right now.   
                                       
BEN STILLER: 
I think the audience has a right to choose what they want to see. 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
We can't start changing our patterns of behavior any more than Boston didn't run its marathon this year because of the possibility 
that somebody might try to cause harm. 
 
((END TAPE)) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm joined now by David Boies, lawyer for Sony Pictures Entertainment.  He of course was lead counsel for Vice President Gore in the 
Bush v. Gore Supreme Court case of 2000.  And he represented the plaintiffs in the California Proposition Eight case, which legalized 
same-sex marriage in California in 2010.  So he'll be a familiar face to many viewers.  Mr. Boies, welcome back to Meet the Press. 
                                       



DAVID BOIES: 
Good to be here. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Let me start with the statement that Sony Pictures made and why they decided to delay the release.  They said at the end of the 
statement, David, that, "We had no choice."  Well, you had a-- how do you have no choice in releasing it?  They had a choice, they 
just chose not to release it.  Is that correct? 
                                   
DAVID BOIES: 
Well, not really.  You can't release a movie unless you have a distribution channel.  The theaters were subject to threats of physical 
violence against the theaters and against their customers.  And quite understandably, a large number of them, a majority of them, 
decided not to show the picture when it was scheduled. 
  
When that happened, Sony really had no alternative.  Nobody was stepping up.  In the three weeks where Sony fought this issue by 
itself, nobody, maybe George Clooney, a few other people like that, but none of the second guessers who are now out there saying, 
"Oh, what a terrible thing this is," none of them were standing up to help Sony then. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, Mr. Boies, actually, the president is quoted this morning an interview that he taped Friday but it's new this morning.  He's 
saying, had Sony contacted him, he would have called the distributors.  He would have pushed these theater owners to air the 
movie. 
                                       
DAVID BOIES: 
Right.  Well, I wasn't there in the White House.  You heard in the introductory section the fact that Sony did talk to senior people in 
the White House before this decision was made.  I think we ought to move beyond who was responsible.  Look, this is a state-
sponsored criminal attack on an American corporation and its employees. 
  
If the N.S.A. had invaded people's privacy like this, people would have been outraged.  North Korea does it, and couples it with 
physical threats, and people sort of sit back for three weeks while Sony fights this issue on its own.  I think that what we have to do 
is use the President's recognition of the importance of this issue, as a rallying cry, so that all Americans can unite against what is 
really a threat to our national security.  If state-sponsored criminal acts like this can be directed against Sony, it can be directed 
against anybody. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You're using "criminal acts" instead of "terrorist."  Does Sony, do you believe that if you get a legal ruling that this was terrorism, you 
get some financial cover on this.  Are you looking for that kind of ruling? 
                                       
DAVID BOIES: 
I'm not debating whether it ought to be called "criminal," "vandalism," "terrorism."  What we know is that that's was a state-
sponsored attack on the privacy of an American corporation and its employees.  And what Sony had been trying to do is trying to 
protect that privacy, trying to get back what was stolen, and asking everybody to cooperate in that, not to aid and abet.  Whether 
you call them vandals or criminals or terrorists, whatever you call them, they're bad actors.  And people shouldn't be cooperating 
with them. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Did you believe that Sony could be held liable had violence occurred in a movie theater during a showing of this movie? 
                                   
DAVID BOIES: 
I don't know whether there would be liability or not.  But what I know is, when you have physical threats against people's lives, and 
there wasn't anybody-- these threats were public, okay?  There wasn't anybody stepping up when those threats were made and 
saying, "Oh no, we're going to take care of this.  We're going to protect the public.  We're going to make sure that nothing happens 
there." 
  
And in those circumstances, whether it's a legal liability or not, I think you just have to be very careful with people's lives.  And 
remember, Sony only delayed this.  Sony has been fighting to get this picture distributed.  It will be distributed.  How it's going to be 
distributed, I don't think anybody knows quite yet.  But it's going to be distributed.  And what Sony has been trying to do is to get the 
picture out to the public.  But, at the same time, be sure that the rights of its employees and the rights of the movie-going public are 
protected. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think the government needs to come up with a law that sort of indemnifies corporations that get attacked like this? 
                                       
DAVID BOIES: 
Well, we did something like that in connection with the 9-11 attacks.  I think we've got to recognize that this is not a Sony security 
problem, this is a national security problem.  And the government has got to lead. 
      
The F.B.I. has just been terrific in this.  They have been diligent, unbelievably competent, in helping analyze and understand what the 
source of this attack was.  Now the rest of the government has got to get behind it and has got to figure out a way that we can 
protect our national security.  Because this is a national security threat.  I think the president is beginning to recognize that.  And I 
think that's a good thing.  But now we've got to have some actions following from the words. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You think the President's comments were helpful on Friday to you? 
                                       
DAVID BOIES: 
I think they were helpful in some respects.  I think it was helpful to have the president recognize publicly that this was an 
unacceptable attack, that we cannot have state-sponsored attacks that are designed to censor what we do here in this country.  I 
would have liked to have seen it a little earlier.  And I would have liked to have seen it without the sort of "blame the victim" aspect 
of it.  But I think the positive aspects of it, where I think we are now beginning to come together as a country and recognize this is a 
threat, I think that's positive. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, David Boies, the lead attorney for Sony Pictures Entertainment, thanks for coming back on Meet the Press.  Appreciate it. 
                                       
DAVID BOIES: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Thank you.  All right, let me bring in the panel.  And I have a special guest with the panel, Kal Penn, comedian and actor, well known, 
of course, for many roles, including Kumar in the Harold and Kumar movies.  He also worked for President Obama as an associate 
director in the Office of Public Engagement.  Kal, thanks for joining the rest of my distinguished panel here.  But let me start with a 
couple of quick questions.  Sony's decision, as an actor, was it something that bothered you? 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
First of all, thanks for having me, Chuck.  And yeah, it did bother me.  You know, I think I echo a lot of sentiments that other 
colleagues of mine in Hollywood have had.  And look, the folks at Sony are our friends.  They're our coworkers.  I can't imagine the 
horribly tough decision that they were in, in terms of privacy and records and things that were embarrassing being released, not to 
mention all the intellectual property. 
  
But at the end of the day, the president had said, you know, I think it does set a dangerous precedent.  I think it's sort of a tricky 
situation for Sony to say their hands were tied.  I don't think that's necessarily true.  Exhibitors or theater owners certainly pulled the 
movie.  But Sony owns mechanisms like Play Station that's been selling movies online for years.  I mean they could have put it on 
video-on-demand.  When they pulled down their Facebook and Twitter pages, you know, that sort of shows me that they're not 
really backing the film. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
It was interesting, Mel Brooks's comments seem to me, he said he waited until Hitler was dead to start mocking him.  And there has 
been some criticism that says was this over the top in the way Kim Jong-Un was portrayed.  What do you say to that? 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
I haven't seen the film, so I don't know.  I think you can obviously argue on both sides, was this movie in poor taste or was it not in 
poor taste.  But that's always the conversation when you're dealing with satire.  I remember in Harold and Kumar Escape from 
Guantanamo Bay, we had our James Adomian playing a fictitious George Bush.  And a lot of folks had the same conversation, is this 
in poor taste or is it not?  I think that's the beauty of art, particularly in, you know, kind of comedies like this.  You can always have 
that conversation. 
                                       



CHUCK TODD: 
John Nolte, first of all, welcome to Meet the Press. 
                                       
JOHN NOLTE: 
Good to be here. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
This is at Breitbart, a conservative news organization.  But you've spent a lot of time covering media and covering Hollywood.  You 
wrote a defense of Sony here, and was surprising to a lot of your conservative followers that you defended Sony's decision to delay 
the release.  Why? 
                                       
JOHN NOLTE: 
Well, I think that it's not up to Sony to fight North Korea.  That's the government's job.  I think they kept their product viable.  I don't 
think it's a good precedent, if you're threatened by a foreign government, to squander an $80 million investment on Google or on 
You Tube.  People are saying that they should have just gone ahead and streamed it. 
  
There's still a win that could be pulled out of this.  And I think what David Boies said is true.  The government needs to come in, they 
need to make it as safe for Hollywood to make movies about North Korea as it is for the airlines to fly planes in the face of al-
Qaeda.  And once those structures are put in place, once those safeguards are put in place, some shield from liability, then let's 
release the movie.  We can all say, "Nanny, nanny boo, boo" to North Korea.  It can make $100 million.  And that's a win. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Chris Matthews, it does seem, you know, the president was-- he was trying to protect American ideals, right.  He was being the 
President of the United States.  And then you had Sony, who's worried about Sony. 
                                       
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Imagine, I always like to flip the thing to figure out how he really thinks.  And suppose the president came on that press conference 
and answering the question what he thought of Sony's decision, he said, "I agree with them.  They had to pull the film."  Regal had 
refused to show it.  He would have buckled.  He would have been part of the buckling. 
  
He had to separate himself from that decision from the American people.  He had to play Churchill, not Chamberlain.  That's his 
role.  Sony had its profit making decision to make.  Different decision.  The president of the United States should stand for strength 
and confidence.  But he could have done better, even.  I like what he did Friday, a couple days before, a couple weeks before, if he'd 
said, "We're gonna find a way to indemnify these theaters, is a national threat." 
  
But we go on airplanes all the time, every one of us get on airplanes with these threats floating around.  Because the Americans 
have got to be resilient. That's the number one role of our president. To be resilient. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
But guess what, there's still an active lawsuit, I think, against United Airlines from 9-11. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Yeah. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So, you know, there was an attempt--But, you know, so if you're Sony-- 
                                       
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
--indemnifies a big part of this. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, from Sony's point of view, you think Congress is going to go there? 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Well, I think Congress is going to have to do something.  You know, you can't have American businesses being threatened by bullies 
around the world.  And, you know, the thing that's really scary about this is, look, as bad as this is for Sony and its free speech, and 



it's Hollywood, it's an American institution, imagine if this was a financial institution. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Imagine if this was the electric grid. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
That's what's really frightening about this. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Governor Richardson, you've been to North Korea.  You've negotiated with these rogue guys.  You didn't believe North Korea was 
capable of this. 
                                   
BILL RICHARDSON: 
No, I didn't. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
You've been very skeptical. 
                                 
BILL RICHARDSON: 
I-- I was skeptical. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Are you still? 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
No, I think the proof is conclusive.  But the issue is going to be what kind of response. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
And I do think we'll need to respond. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Was this terrorism? 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
I think you put them on the terrorism list.  I think secondly, you also find a way to squeeze cash so that the leadership of North Korea 
can't get that money through Macaw banks.  The key here is China.  The telecommunications structure of North Korea-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Built by China. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
--is from China. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                   
SARA FAGEN: 
Uh-huh. 
                                       



BILL RICHARDSON: 
And so China has to press the North Koreans to stop this cyber terrorism.  We've got to get rid of some of the North Korean hackers 
in China.  And then lastly, the internet process in China, for North Korea, needs to be shut down.  And we don't know if China will 
help us. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Kal Penn, if you get offered a script that you think could be controversial, could end up-- do you think you and other actors may have 
second thoughts, sitting there going, "Boy, do I want to?  On one hand, I want to be a part of this.  Looks fun.  Satirizing terrorist X, 
rogue leader Y?"  But do you think now this is going to-- you know, it's human nature.  "Do I want to be in the center of this?  Do I 
want to be in the middle of this?" 
                                   
KAL PENN: 
I don't know.  Obviously, you get to take the moral high ground and speculate.  I think this is something that actors deal with all the 
time, right?  But usually the reaction to something that you know might offend a certain group of the population is you know they're 
going to write letters.  Studios know that they're going to have to mitigate protests outside of theaters. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
But there are rarely calls to actually censor or pull down a film.  And rarely have studios actually buckled to that.  So those are 
conversations I think most actors and writers are used to having, but certainly not of this scale.  So I don't know.  I mean it's a really 
good question. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Why are you one of the few that have been comfortable speaking out publicly? 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
I don't know.  You invited me.  I don't know have particularly controversial to say 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
No, I say that, because a lot-- there has been-- you know, George Clooney didn't get anybody to sign publicly on his petition.  Is there 
fear in Hollywood? 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
I think there's fear.  But I also think there's probably some confusion about exactly what's going on. I think, you know, what was it, it 
was on Wednesday when Sony said that they have no plans to release the film.  On Friday they then said that they might release it 
video-on-demand.  They're fully backing the film.  Then on Saturday morning, they pulled down all the social media, which confused 
a lot of actors, I think, 'cause they still have movies from six years ago that the trailers are on YouTube. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
The studios don't take them down because they know that there's a longevity to just keeping that stuff up.  So I don't know that it's 
fear as much as confusion.  You know, I don't know that any of us are saying anything particularly controversial, anything that's going 
to anger either our friends at Sony or anyone around the world. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Kal Penn, thanks for joining the panel.  You guys-- 
                                       
KAL PENN: 
Thank you. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--stick around.  Appreciate it.  We're going to talk about cyber security next.  In just over a minute, how should the government 



officially respond to this North Koreaa attack?  And what do we have to do to protect corporate and private citizens?  We're going to 
be joined by our expert panel in a minute. 
 
***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Welcome back.  We've been discussing the North Korean cyber attack that sent shock waves through Hollywood.  But how 
vulnerable are we as a nation to further attacks?  And what more does the government need to do to protect businesses and the 
public?  I'm joined by Michael Leiter, former director of The National Counter-terrorism Center, Michael Chertoff, who, of course, 
served as Secretary of Homeland Security under President George W. Bush, and Christopher Hill, a former ambassador to South 
Korea.  Welcome all. 
  
Michael Leiter, let me start with you.  At The Counter-terrorism Center, cyber terrorism seems to be something that Washington has 
had a hard time getting, quote unquote, "Excited about," and trying to do something about.  Those people have called for this 
problem to be tackled, and yet, nothing's happened.  Is this the wakeup call? 
                                       
MICHAEL LEITER: 
I think the problem we-- is it seemed too ephemeral for people.  They couldn't quite get their hands on it.  Even when things like the 
Target hack and credit card numbers were stolen, they didn't fully understand.  And it was told to me by an executive at Sony, "If it 
takes a salacious amount of celebrity gossip to get Americans to listen and realize that companies can be hacked and material 
destroyed, then maybe there's some silver lining here."  And Congress and the president and the private sector, I think, will take 
note of this.  And maybe, with the new Congress, we'll get some action. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Secretary Chertoff, does it matter whether we call this terrorism or not? 
                                       
MICHAEL CHERTOFF: 
Well, I think it does matter, Chuck, because I think it puts it in perspective.  There are a couple of things about this that I think are 
different from what we've seen before.  First, this was a destructive attack.  It wasn't just effective information or something that 
could affect one's credit score.  This actually damaged and destroyed infrastructure in a major company. 
  
The second thing is this is the first time we've seen an act of terrorism that attempts to coerce behavior.  That is the essence of 
terrorism.  And the threat here that we're going to commit physical acts of violence if the movie's not pulled out of movie theaters, 
is exactly the kind of thing that can the Danes experiences when there were cartoons about Mohammed-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. 
                                       
MICHAEL CHERTOFF: 
--that offended some extremists.  So I think this is really crossing into a new terrain. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Ambassador Hill, you have alot of familarity with the North Koreas and dealing with them.  Were you, first of all, surprised at the 
sophistication?  And second, what can be done to punish them? 
                                       
CHRISTOPHER HILL: 
Well first of all, North Koreans don't mind that the rest of us don't like them.  But they don't like to be mocked.  And I've seen that 
on several occasions from them.  So I'm not surprised that they did this.  And frankly, I'm not surprised that they have the technical 
prowess to do this.  I mean they have-- it's a kind of complicated economy, with most of it very much third world, but certain 
segments, including their nuclear program, that are first world. 
 
So I'm not surprised that they actually did this.  And now the question is what we need to do about it.  And I think we do need to 
punish them.  And I think we do need to be proportionate in how we do this, and probably it's something where we may not want to 
get up and acknowledge our fingerprints on it.  So I think we need to be deliberate, look through what the options are.  But we 
absolutely do need to respond.  And we cannot-- we have to deter this kind of behavior in the future. 
                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, let's talk about these deterrents.  Michael Leiter, and Secretary Chertoff, I want both of you to comment on this, which is the 



idea of retaliating with a cyber attack ourselves.  United States government unofficially, apparently, has done this at least once that 
we know of, of a cyber attack, the Stuxnet Iran. You know that nobody ever confirms this.  But that's been widely reported and 
widely sourced.  But there's been a debate inside the National Security Committee whether this is ethically something United States 
should do.  Are we going to start getting into the cyber warfare business? 
                                       
MICHAEL LEITER: 
Well, we already are in the cyber warfare business.  But the real challenge we have in terms of using cyber offense is that we live in a 
glass house right now, Chuck.  It's not just Sony.  Sony is good at defensive.  Sony has invested in this.  They've seen attacks before. 
  
And the rest of the U.S. corporations have the same vulnerabilities that Sony does.  So we can't just look at the private sector.  The 
private sector is going to have to re-architect.  The U.S. government is going to get much more involved in defending.  And then we 
will finally have the option of being more offensive.  But I think until we set up those defenses, being offensive is going to be very 
challenging. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But Secretary Chertoff, should we be engaging in cyber warfare, ethically? 
                                       
MICHAEL CHERTOFF: 
Well, I don't think there's an ethical issue here.  I think there's, as Mike Leiter points out, there's a practical issue first of all in terms 
of our own vulnerability.  Also, recall North Korea's a nuclear state.  It's very close to South Korea and Japan.  And those are 
considerations, as well. 
  
But I agree, we cannot let this go unanswered.  And in addition to the suggestion that Ambassador Richardson made about putting 
them on a terrorist list, back on that list, we ought to at least consider some kind of covert action that would make them pay a 
price.  Last thing, Chuck, is this.  If they are using the Chinese infrastructure as a way of carrying out these attacks, we have to have a 
much more serious conversation with China. 
  
You know, the president signed this climate agreement.  Everybody was patting themselves on the back.  And then, within a matter 
of weeks, China becomes an attack vector for a major terrorist effort against the United States.  And that's a problem. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Ambassador Hill, it does seem as if China, the leadership, is actually split about how much more political capital should they be 
spending defending North Korea.  Should the United States try to drive a wedge right through there? 
                                       
CHRISTOPHER HILL: 
I think, first of all, the Chinese are never very happy to be defending Hollywood.  But I was just in China.  And I was really struck with 
the degree to which they are just fed up, sick of the North Koreans.  So I think it is a good time to really be engaging with them in a 
deeper way on North Korea. 
  
And I think ultimately, these cyber issues.  I mean this needs to be further developed.  I mean there need to be more than just 
international covenants, maybe international laws.  But that's, I think, down the road.  In the meantime, I think we do need to work 
very closely with the Chinese.  They're the key to this issue.  They're the key to North Korea's nuclear issue.  We really need to work 
with them. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Ambassador Hill, Secretary Chertoff, Michael Leiter, our laws, we've got a lot of work to do to catch up our laws with our 
defenses there.  Thank you, all three of you.  Coming up, President Obama made some history over this week by deciding to extend 
an olive branch to Cuba.  But there are some in Congress who are not happy about it, including my next guest, Florida Senator Marco 
Rubio. 
 
***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This week's announcement on U.S. relations with Cuba will do little to change the situation in Guantanamo Bay, where 132 
detainees are currently being held at that Cuban base.  Those who call for its closure point to it as a rallying cry for our enemies.  The 
other side sees it as a practical prison option for detainees who cannot be moved to facilities inside the United States. 
  
So we have two experts:  Chris Anders of the American Civil Liberties Union and Cully Stimson of The Heritage Foundation, to argue 



for and against the closure of this controversial prison camp.  That and more can be found on our website 
MeetThePressNBC.com.  When we come back, we'll have more on Cuba with Florida Senator Marco Rubio. 
 
***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back.  This week, President Obama announced moves to normalize relations with Cuba, writing another chapter in the 
complicated history of U.S.-Cuban relations that goes back to the Spanish-American War of 1898.  In a moment, I'll be joined by one 
of the President's fiercest critics of the new policy, Marco Rubio.  But first, let's take a look at why our relationship with our near 
neighbor off the coast of Florida has been so fraught. 
                     
((BEGIN TAPE)) 
                   
CHUCK TODD: 
It starts in 1959.  The U.S. has huge influence on Cuba.  But a group of guerrilla fighters led by Fidel Castro overthrows Cuban 
President Fulgencio Batista, and establishes a socialist revolutionary state.  At first, many in the U.S. saw Castro as a potential ally, 
welcoming the end of Batista's brutal and authoritarian regime.  Here is Castro on this show in 1959. 
                                       
FIDEL CASTRO: 
Democracy is my idea.  I am not communist.  I am not agree with communists. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Let's fast forward to 1961, the height of the Cold War.  President Kennedy, wary of Castro's relationship with the Soviet Union, sends 
1,400 Cuban exiles to invade the island at The Bay of Pigs, in a disastrous attempt to overthrow the regime.  Kennedy's failure to 
oust Castro alienates many first and second-generation Cuban-Americans from the Democratic Party for a generation. 
  
1962, the Kennedy administration establishes a full economic embargo on Cuba.  That October, the Cuban Missile Crisis, U.S. spy 
satellites discover Soviet nuclear missiles on the island.  The president orders a full naval blockade of the island.  At the brink of 
nuclear war, a back channel deal with the Soviet Union is made and war averted. 
  
1980, the Mariel Boat Lift.  Cuban President Fidel Castro allows the mass emigration of 125,000 Cubans to the United States.  But 
relations continue to sour as it appears Castro emptied out his prisons.  More trouble in the '90s.  Cuba shoots down two civilian 
aircraft operated by an American anti-Castro group, prompting Congress to pass the Helms-Burton Act, codifying the embargo into 
U.S. law and making it impossible for the president to end it unilaterally. 
  
In 2000, Cuba back in the spotlight.  The immigrant status of a young Cuban boy transfixes the nation.  Elian Gonzales's international 
custody battle divides the country and Florida, the state that ultimately decides the most closely contested presidential election in a 
century.  2014, a half century later, a break in the stalemate, something that candidate Obama hinted at. 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA (TAPE): 
It's time for more than tough talk that never yields results.  It's time for a new strategy. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
The prospect of normalized relations with Cuba on the horizon but steep challenges ahead in the form of potential opposition on 
Capitol Hill. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm joined by Florida Senator and potential Republican 2016 presidential candidate, Marco Rubio.  Senator Rubio, good 
morning.  Welcome back to-- 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Good morning. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--Meet the Press. 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Thank you. 



                                   
CHUCK TODD: 
What was working with the old policy? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well, I think that's not the question.  The question is what new policy can we put in place so we'll actually achieve our goal?  Our 
goal for Cuba is freedom and liberty for the Cuban people.  And my opposition to what the president has done is it won't do 
anything to further that cause. 
  
On the contrary, just yesterday, Raul Castro gave a speech where he made very clear that there will be no political changes on the 
island.  Nor did the president ask for any.  So if you're going to make concessions to Cuba, if you're going to recognize them 
diplomatically, you're going to have more commerce with them, there has to be some reciprocal opening on their part towards 
democracy.  There was none in this engagement.  So that's why this policy is misguided. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, I mean, by going back.  But you acknowledge the old policy wasn't working? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
The old policy, I keep hearing these reports about how the old policy was designed to overthrow the Castro regime.  That's 
false.  The embargo's original purpose was to protect American companies because those properties had been expropriated. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Right. 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
American companies in Cuba had their assets seized.  And so, in order to prevent that, that was the reason why the embargo was 
put in place.  The new purpose of the embargo in the 21st century was to serve as leverage, and leverage towards democracy.  We 
now have sanctions in place with the embargo that allows us to remove those sanctions.  And it's codified in exchange for a 
democratic opening.  What the president has done here is given away much of that leverage in exchange for zero democratic 
opening. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Look, you've heard the criticism, though, of this Cuban policy, that it flies in the face of U.S. policy toward China, U.S. policy toward 
Myanmar, U.S. policy toward Vietnam.  Why should Cuba be treated differently than China? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
We should actually learn our lessons from those policies.  You talked about China as an example.  We reestablished both commercial 
and diplomatic relations with China in the 1970s.  Certainly the Chinese economy has grown.  But politically, they're more repressed 
than they were to 20 or 30 years ago.  There's no freedom of religion, no freedom of speech, no free access to the internet, no 
elections, no political parties. 
  
So in essence, that is the model that Cubans will try to follow.  They're are going-- they wholly control the economy.  They're going 
to use all the benefits of access to the U.S. markets to grow their own, line their own pockets, the government.  But there isn't going 
to be any political opening, Raul Castro made it clear.  And Vietnam and China are the model for that. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So if you're president, would you change our policy with China?  Would you pull back on the engagement? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, comparing China and Cuba is really not a fair comparison.  There are geopolitical realities, as well, to why we 
reengaged with China.  And that included splitting them from the Soviet Union during the height of the Cold War.  China is the 
second largest economy in the world, the most populous nation on the planet, the third largest nuclear arsenal in the world. 
  
So there are geopolitical realities with China that do not exist with Cuba.  Cuba is a small, impoverished island in our hemisphere 
that our policies have an opportunity to help bring freedom and democracy to.  If I were president, what I would have done is I 
would have actively and vibrantly engaged with democracy activists inside the island of Cuba, who, of all, and many of whom, 
wanted changes in Cuba policy, but who all feel betrayed by this president.  He completely ignored them and threw them to the side 
in this whole process. 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Now you made an interesting charge in a previous interview earlier this week.  I'm going to play that clip and ask you about it on the 
other side. 
                               
((BEGIN TAPE)) 
         
MARCO RUBIO: 
If Cuba was a right-wing dictatorship, right now the Obama administration would be calling for increased sanctions.  And I would 
support them.  But because it is a left-wing dictatorship, they actually find some support in some editorial pages around this 
country.  And it's outrages. 
                     
((END TAPE)) 
                   
CHUCK TODD: 
The president of the United States this week signed new sanctions against a, quote unquote, "Left-wing dictatorship," of 
authoritarian regime in Venezuela. 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Right. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So, you know, isn't there a contradiction in your attack there? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
No because-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I mean he is sanctioning a, quote unquote, "Left-wing dictatorship" in Venezuela.  Obviously, with Cuba, he's trying to change the 
policy. 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well first of all, look at the example of Honduras.  There was what the president claimed to be a coup d'etat in Honduras.  And the 
U.S. took action against the Honduran government back in 2009, even though it was the Supreme Court that ordered the president 
removed, who at that time, was a liberal.  That was a left-wing, basically, had become a dictator, which is a model that we've now 
seen followed throughout the hemisphere. 
  
And the Venezuelan example is perfect.  I'm glad you raised it.  So on Wednesday, the president announces a new policy towards 
Cuba, lifting sanctions.  On Thursday, he signs a bill imposing sanctions on Venezuela.  But Venezuela's human rights violators have 
learned all their tactics and in fact received support for those tactics of violating human rights from the Cuban government.  So 
there's no consistency here on behalf of this administration. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to get you to react to a fellow Republican Senator of yours, Rand Paul of Kentucky.  He sent you a series of tweets, I will roll 
them on the screen, about his support for lifting of the embargo versus your criticism of the lifting of the embargo.  And he has 
various questions here, "If it doesn't hurt Cuba, why do you want to keep it?"  And essentially calling you the isolationist.  What do 
you say to Senator Paul? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Well, look.  Rand Paul has, if he wants to align himself and become a supporter of the Obama foreign policy, particularly towards 
Cuba, that's his right.  He has a right to do that.  My interest here is singular.  And that is freedom and democracy for the people of 
Cuba.  I want people in Cuba to have what people in the Bahamas have, what people in Jamaica have, what people in the Dominican 
Republic have, which is freedom and elections. 
  
And I just don't think that this policy that the president has put in place furthers that goal.  In fact, I think it makes it harder to 
achieve.  Because you're now going to provide hard currency for a repressive regime to fund their repression of the Cuban people. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 



Can you imagine running in the same Republican primary as Jeb Bush? 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
You know, Jeb, if he runs, will be a very credible and formidable candidate.  And he's someone I have tremendous respect for.  As I 
have outlined earlier, you know, when you reach a point where you're thinking about running for president, as I am, what you have 
to make your decision on is not on who else is running.  It's on whether you think that's the right place for you to achieve your 
agenda and serve your country. 
  
If I make that decision that that's the right place for me to serve at this moment in my life, I'll run for president.  And that's what my 
decision will be built on.  But, you know, I have tremendous respect for Jeb Bush.  And I think, if he runs, he'll be a very credible and 
strong candidate. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Marco Rubio, Florida Senator, thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 
                                       
MARCO RUBIO: 
Thank you. 
  
CHUCK TODD:  
Thanks for sharing your views.  Coming up, speaking of Jeb Bush, there was a big hint this week that he's more likely to run than 
not.  So, as 2016, is the coverage going to be all about the cable catnip of Jeb versus Hillary or actual primaries that still have to take 
place.  I'll be back with the Nerd Screen to explain.  Those primaries are going to be tumultuous. 
 
***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Nerd Screen time. This week, Jeb Bush took the first step towards a 2016 presidential bid by announcing on Facebook that he's 
officially exploring the possibility of running for president.  He's going to start a leadership PAC to start funding that exploration.  So 
what is his first hurdle? 
  
Well, according to our new NBC-Wall Street Journal Poll, it will be winning over the conservative base.  Take a look at these overall 
numbers.  Among Republican primary voters, among just about every group of Republican primary voters, Jeb Bush does pretty 
well.  Second overall, 63% of Republican primary voters, say they could see themselves supporting Jeb Bush.  Only Mitt Romney does 
better.  Little name recognition helps there. 
  
But let's look at key party conservatives.  That's about half of overall Republicans.  And on this, Jeb Bush doesn't break 60.  Look who 
does, Rand Paul, tops among them.  Then Romney, then Mike Huckabee, then Ted Cruz, then Jeb Bush.  Now you see why a lot of 
folks are saying, "Okay, Jeb Bush in a general, maybe.  How does he get through the primary?"  Well, for Jeb, he's thinking, "Make 
sure all of these guys run.  The more, the merrier." 
  
Now let's take a look at the other side of the aisle.  When it comes to the Democratic primary, our new poll numbers show just how 
dominant Hillary Clinton is.  The former Secretary of State has support from 80% or more of voters in the Democratic Party, and 
every demographic group inside the Democratic Party, she is well into the 80s. 
  
But if she decides not to run, our numbers show what a race would look like between Joe Biden and Elizabeth Warren.  And this is 
where you would see some familiar trends.  Joe Biden edges Elizabeth Warren among every Democratic voting group except 
one.  And that is white Democrats.  White Democrats are sort of the progressive elites of the party.  These are the same folks that 
fueled Bill Bradley, fueled Gary Hart, fueled Paul Tsongas. 
  
Back to Elizabeth Warren, already topping Joe Biden among those folks.  So you could see this could end up breaking down in the 
same way we saw Gore-Bradley, Mondale-Hart, maybe Kennedy-Carter and perhaps Obama-Clinton.  But we'll see.  Barack Obama 
had something going for him when he had progressive whites.  He also had African-Americans.  Could Elizabeth Warren get 
that?  Not too sure. 
 
***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And we are back.  The political earthquake inside the Republican Party, Sara Fagen, was Jeb Bush doing what a lot of us were 



skeptical that he was doing.  He's running until he says he's not now.  Before, he was thinking about it, but we all assumed he 
wasn't.  He's in.  You're from Bush world.  Is Bush World excited about this? 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Bush World is so excited about this.  In fact, one of the operatives at the party committee told me there was a palpable cheer 
outside in the bull pen-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
No kidding. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
--when that came across the transom.  So, yeah, all of us who have been close to the Bush family saw our inboxes light up with the 
excitement about his potential candidacy. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
And financially he would dominate, raising money in Texas. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Yes. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
In Florida.  Maybe even Wall Street.  John Nolte, one of the reasons I wanted you on representing this, the wing of the party, that is 
like going, "Wait a minute, no more establishment, no more Buses." 
                                       
JOHN NOLTE: 
Yeah, he's already showing belligerence towards the base.  And I guess he could have a strategy to get out of the primary.  But he 
should talk to John McCain and Mitt Romney about how much you need the base to turn out in the general election.  You do need 
them to show up. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
But here's the thing.  Here's the thing, Chuck.  All you have to do is look at the Florida press corps that covered Jeb Bush when he 
was governor.  They're shocked that people are calling him anything but a conservative. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Eh, it's the '90s. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Yes.  But look, this guy vetoed $2 billion from state budgets, including Republican lawmakers.  He was vetoing spending before the 
Tea Party existed.  He cut taxes every year in office.  He was a very strong conservative governor. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Governor Richardson, a lot of Democrats are fearful if Jeb Bush was the nominee, aren't they? 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Well, I'm fearful.  Especially his connection, potential connection, to the Hispanic vote, which a Republican in a presidential race, all 
they need, like his brother, is about 40% of that national vote.  Where I think that-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Could Jeb Bush do well in New Mexico? 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Yeah, he's got a Hispanic wife.  He speaks a little Spanish, not too good.  But I-- I think he-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
--Spanish is probably better than Hillary's. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
Yeah.  I think his drawback will be foreign policy.  And I think you saw this with Rubio, where I think President Obama's initiative on 
Cuba is going to be very popular by the time the election happens.  And although I think Rubio has a point.  Cuba has to 
deliver.  What we don't know, by the way, on Cuba is how Fidel Castro's going to react to this. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Where is Fidel? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
He was there.  He was down on this.  But I think Cuba has to release political prisoners. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                       
BILL RICHARDSON: 
They have to be more positive on civil society.  They have to end the repression of pro-democracy groups, both on the internet.  So 
this is going to be a debate in 2016. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
I'll be curious if it is a debate.  Because I think it's a chance that this isn't as big of a debate, at least the Cuba part of this, Bush and 
Clinton. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
--I’m sorry but let’s ring the bell here for Peggy Noonan here. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                       
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Because she said, and she's for this deal, this opening of Cuba, even though she hates Castro, like the rest of us.  She said she wants 
to imagine Castro as an old man looking out the window of his sick room-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                       
CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
--and seeing the tourists snapping pictures of him with their iPhones as he goes down and realizes he lost. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
But let me go Bush Clinton, dynasties.  Is this the American way? 
                                       
CHRIS MATTHEWS:       
Well, it's more the Republican way.  The Republican Party's a more genteel party.  It's whose turn it is. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Not this Republican Party.  I don't think they're-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
 



CHRIS MATTHEWS: 
Well, historically.  I mean Nixon got his second chance.  Reagan got his third chance.  And Bush got his second chance.  Dole got his 
fifth chance.  He finally got a chance and even McCain got his chance.  The Democrats are acting more like that now with 
Hillary.  The Republican Party tends to go-- if they got with the hot hand this time, who is it?  Who is the hot hand in the Republican 
Party if it's not the guy whose turn it is?  That's the kind of thing.  Because we know the hot hand in the Democratic Party, it's 
Elizabeth Warren. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
So who's the frontrunner right now in the Republican Party, is it Jeb Bush?  Is it Rand Paul?  Or is it no one? 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
I think that there's a series of primaries that are occurring right now.  There's the quote unquote, "Establishment primary," which is-- 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Jeb’s way ahead in it all of a sudden, isn’t he-- 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Well, I think he's ahead, for sure. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Then there's the, you know, who's the opposition party?  That's the Rand Paul, Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz primary.  And then there's the 
everybody else primary.  And there's some really strong candidates in the everyone else primary. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, that's all the governors. 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Yeah. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
John, you agree with that? 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
JOHN NOLTE: 
Yeah, I think that someone could still come in.  I think a guy like Governor Walker.  The establishment likes him.  The base likes 
him.  He might be able to unite this.  And I think Jeb Bush is going to have a big problem with common core. 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Education, I think that's going to be a bigger one than even immigrant.  All right.  I'm going to keep it there.  But I want to show this 
before we go.  It's become a tradition at the end of the year.  President, before he leaves for his holiday vacation, whoever the 
president is.  He gives an end of the year press conference.  Well, this year is one that is for the record books, of sort.  See if you can 
guess why. 
                                       
PRESIDENT OBAMA: 
Josh has given me the "who's been naughty and who's been nice" list. And I'm going to use it to take some questions.  And we're 
going to start with Carrie Budoff, Cheryl Bolen, April Ryan, Julie Pace, Lesley Clark, Roberta Rampton, Colleen McCain Nelson, and 
Juliet  Eilperin. 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Well, it's Juliet Eilperin, but that's-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 



                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Sara Fagen, when you were in the White House there, how gender diverse was that White House press corps versus how it is today? 
                                       
SARA FAGEN: 
Well, it's certainly a lot more gender diverse.  And, you know, but the difference, of course, is that the Bush White House was also 
more gender diverse than-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 
                                       
CHUCK TODD: 
Look at you, putting in a little plug there. It was a very diverse White House, as well.  I think it was a neat little thing there for Josh 
Earnest.  So good for him, the White House Press Secretary, for pulling that off.  That's all for today.  Happy Hanukkah, Merry 
Christmas.  We'll be back next week, because we're not taking a holiday break.  If it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
                                   
* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 

“MEET THE PRESS” 12/28/14 -- BRATTON SAYS POLICE FEEL “UNDER ATTACK” BUT FRUSTRATIONS ARE “THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG” 

Bratton: rift between de Blasio and NYPD will “go on for a while longer” 

DECEMBER 28, 2014 -- Today’s “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” featured an interview with New York Police Commissioner William 
Bratton; a panel discussion with Eugene Robinson of the Washington Post, Amy Walter of the Cook Political Report, NBC's Luke 
Russert, and conservative columnist and former Ohio Secretary of State Ken Blackwell; and a conversation on the relationship 
between politics and comedy with Lewis Black, W. Kamau Bell, and Laura Krafft.  
 
Below are highlights and a rush transcript of today’s program. Video will be available online atMeetThePressNBC.com. 
 
# # # 

 Bratton: tension between NYPD and Mayor de Blasio is “probably a rift that is going to go on for a while longer” 

CHUCK TODD: To heal this rift, though, there's going to have to be trust between the mayor and rank-and-file police officers, the 
folks that report to you. You're in the middle of this. Yesterday, again, a symbol of protest. N.Y.P.D. officers outside turning their 
back when Mayor de Blasio began his eulogy. How bad is this rift? 

WILLIAM BRATTON: I think it's probably a rift that is going to go on for a while longer. However, we will be making efforts to sit 
down and talk with the union leaders in particular to deal with their issues. The issues go far beyond race relations in this city. They 
involve labor contracts. They involve a lot of history in the city that's really different from some of what's going on in the country as 
a whole. 

Bratton: these frustrations are “the tip of the iceberg” 

WILLIAM BRATTON: Well, I think this week, as we try to come together to work out some of these issues, comments such as those 
that you just read, a person's opinion of what they're seeing, it is unfortunate that we have at this time of such great success in 
dealing with the crime for New York City, for example, over the last 21 years, at a time that the city is effectively booming in so many 
ways, that we have these frustrations, these pent-up frustrations. You need to understand this isn't just about policing. This goes to 
much larger issues. We're the tip of the iceberg at the moment. This is about the continuing poverty rates, the continuing growing 
disparity between the wealthy and the poor. It's still about unemployment issues. There are so many national issues that have to be 
addressed that it isn't just policing, as I think we all well know. 

 Bratton: rank-and-file police officers “feel that they are under attack from the federal government at the highest levels”  

 CHUCK TODD: In some of your comments you've been somewhat critical of the national attention from national leaders, the 
implication, perhaps, with Attorney General Holder, President Obama. What role do you want them to play in this? 

http://www.meetthepressnbc.com/


WILLIAM BRATTON: Well, this goes to the idea of seeing people. See us. See the police. See why they have the anxieties and the 
perceptions they have. They really do feel under attack, rank-and-file officers and much of American police leadership. They feel that 
they are under attack from the federal government at the highest levels. So, that's something we need to understand also, this sense 
of perception that becomes a reality. We have a lot of talking we're going to have to do here to understand all sides of this issue. 
This is not a one-sided issue. 

 # # # 

Below is a RUSH transcript of this morning’s broadcast -- mandatory attribution to NBC News “Meet the Press.” A final transcript 
of the program will be available at www.MeetThePressNBC.com. 

  “MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 
December 28, 2014 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
This Sunday, outpourings of grief at the funeral of a slain New York City police officer. 
 
JOE BIDEN (ON TAPE): 
When an assassin's bullet targeted two officers, it targeted this city. And it touched the soul of the entire nation. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
What can be done to alleviate tensions between the black community and police in this country? I'll be joined by New York Police 
Commissioner William Bratton. Plus, with the stock market at record levels, gas prices and unemployment falling, how a booming 
economy could change politics next year and in 2016. And why Hollywood and comedy loves Washington. 
 
FRANK UNDERWOOD (ON TAPE): 
For those of us climbing to the top of the food chain, there can be no mercy. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The public may be fed up with politicians, but the entertainment industry just can't get enough. 
 
LEWIS BLACK (ON TAPE): 
We're living on the corner where satire and reality intersect. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
I'm Chuck Todd. And joining me to provide insight and analysis this Sunday are NBC's Luke Russert; Eugene Robinson of the 
Washington Post; Amy Walter of the Cook Political Report; and Ken Blackwell, conservative columnist and former Ohio Secretary of 
State. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 
 
VOICE OVER: 
From NBC news in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Good morning. We start with some breaking news and a search is underway after an Air Asia flight carrying 162 people from 
Indonesia to Singapore lost contact with air traffic controllers. It's reported that the pilot of the Airbus A320 had requested a 
deviation from the planned flight path because of bad weather. President Obama was briefed on the situation late last night. NBC's 
Katy Tur joins me now from Singapore. And Katy, I know we don't know a lot. But you do have some new information. What do you 
know? 
 
KATY TUR: 
Thanks, Chuck. It's nighttime here in Singapore, so they've called off the search for the evening. They are going to resume it 
tomorrow morning. We do know this happened around 7:24 local time, when the plane suddenly dropped off radar. 
 
Pilots asked for a change in the course. They wanted to go to 38,000 feet because of weather. There was a line of thunderstorms in 
the area. It was supposed to get to Singapore Airport at 8:30 in the morning, but it never made it. Now, there's a search-and-rescue 
operation that's been going on all day. But it has been called off for the evening and they will resume it once again tomorrow. 
 
Now, if this is all sounding a little familiar, it's because it's the third Malaysian-based airline that's had an incident in the past year. 



First, there was MH370 which disappeared, which they believe to be somewhere in the Indian Ocean. Then, there was MH17, which 
was shot down over the Ukraine. And now, Air Asia. This is an Airbus QZ8501. That's the flight number, an Airbus 320, 155 
passengers onboard, five crew members, two pilots. 
 
The vast majority of them were Indonesian. We do have quite a few family members that have been here at Singapore Airport, 
about 47 family and friends looking for answers. Most of them were sequestered behind a corridor for the evening, but the few that 
did come in were, as you would imagine, very understandably distraught. Chuck. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Katy Tur, thank you very much for providing information and, of course, not speculation. Meanwhile, there were emotional scenes in 
New York City yesterday as thousands of police officers, city leaders, and Vice President Biden gathered for the funeral of Officer 
Rafael Ramos, who was killed along with his partner, Wenjian Liu, in an ambush shooting last weekend. The relationship is tense 
these days between minorities and police forces across the country, with many communities feeling like the cards are stacked 
against them when it comes to the police and law enforcement. And, of course, sadly this is not something that's new. 

  (BEGIN TAPE) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
In 1992, perhaps the lowest point in recent memory, the brutal beating of unarmed black man Rodney King by four L.A.P.D. officers, 
while 17 of their colleagues stood by. The four white officers were acquitted, igniting a storm of anger that tore apart Los Angeles 
and the nation. 

 In 2001, unarmed black man Timothy Thomas was shot and killed by a white Cincinnati police officer. The incident sparked that 
city's worst racial unrest in 30 years, the officer charged with negligent homicide, but ultimately acquitted. In 2008, a majority of the 
country came together to elect the first black man as president and he appointed the first African-American Attorney General, the 
nation's top law enforcement officer. 
 
FEMALE CROWD LEADER (ON TAPE): 
What do we want? 
 
CROWD (ON TAPE): 
Justice. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
But any hopes of restoring trust between black America and the legal system has faded. In 2012, the Trayvon Martin case left African 
Americans feeling the justice system wasn't up to the task again. And this year, more lows. Michael Brown in Ferguson, Tamir Rice in 
Cleveland, Eric Garner in New York City, unarmed black males killed by white police officers. Then, last week, two N.Y.P.D. officers 
assassinated in their police cruiser by a black man who called it revenge. A national funeral memorializing the fallen men in blue. 

 JOE BIDEN: 
I believe that this great police force and this incredibly diverse city can and will show the nation how to bridge any divide. You've 
done it before. And you will do it again. 

 BILL DE BLASIO: 
Police officers are called peace officers because that's what they do. They keep the peace. They help make a place that otherwise 
would be torn with strife a place of peace. 

  

(END TAPE) 

  

CHUCK TODD: 
Well, as 2014 comes to a close, despite an incredibly low crime rate, we're again at a low point, recent events highlighting this divide 
between minority communities and the police. I'm joined by New York City Police Commissioner William Bratton, the man that may 
be at the center of the storm right now. 



 
Commissioner Bratton, a low crime rate and it's the best of times for police. This problem with trust with African Americans and 
minority communities, the worst of times. What kind of level of crisis do you feel as if police forces around the country are having? 

  

WILLIAM BRATTON: 
Well, I've been at this for about 44 years now. So, I go back to the turbulence of the '70s, the antiwar movement, the Civil Rights 
Movement. So, what we're dealing with now has some similarities to that period of time and we move forward. What we need to do 
now is try to find some common ground to stand on, to find additional ways to collaborate. I share the vice president's words of 
optimism yesterday during his remarks, the idea that New York City, the old adage, "If we can make in New York, we can make it 
anywhere." We will make it here. But it's going to be difficult. It's going to be quite a lot of hard work, a lot less rhetoric, and a lot 
more dialogue. 

CHUCK TODD: 
You've used the phrase "common ground" a lot in your interviews over the past week. What is that common ground? What is the 
foundation that you built? 

WILLIAM BRATTON: 
Common ground, there's a wonderful book by Peter Lucas that talked about the school desegregation and housing desegregation 
crises in Boston that tore that city apart during my formulative stages as a police officer sergeant and superintendent of the Boston 
Police Department. 
 
And it was how that city ultimately came back together again after that incredibly violent decade. So, I have that experience. It helps 
to inform my experience here in New York; inform the experience, certainly, I had in Los Angeles watching that city heal a lot of its 
significant racial divide during the period of time that I was chief of police there. 
 
The common ground here is, really, to 1) as we've been doing in New York, deal with the demonstrations in a way that they don't 
turn into police riots, if you will, to allow some breathing room in the sense of allowing people to demonstrate, to vent; and at the 
same time showing on the part of the police remarkable restraint in the face of great provocation. My cops have been doing a 
phenomenal job dealing with these demonstrations that you really have to be on the front lines with them to understand what 
they're dealing with in these instances. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
To heal this rift, though, there's going to have to be trust between the mayor and rank-and-file police officers, the folks that report 
to you. You're in the middle of this. Yesterday, again, a symbol of protest. N.Y.P.D. officers outside turning their back when Mayor de 
Blasio began his eulogy. How bad is this rift? 

 WILLIAM BRATTON: 
I think it's probably a rift that is going to go on for a while longer. However, we will be making efforts to sit down and talk with the 
union leaders in particular to deal with their issues. The issues go far beyond race relations in this city. They involve labor contracts. 
They involve a lot of history in the city that's really different from some of what's going on in the country as a whole. 
 
But recent events here, the death of Mr. Garner in Staten Island, a recent accidental shooting death in one of our public-housing 
developments, the fact that the police department's been without a contract for a number of years. There's a whole series of local 
issues that are impacting on our ability to move forward. But we will be making that effort. We have to make that effort. We have no 
other recourse. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
You know, the rhetoric. You've talked about how heated it's become. The rhetoric from Pat Lynch, the head of the Police Benevolent 
Association (SIC) in New York, has certainly been one of the higher decibel levels. I want to read you something that Michael 
Tomasky wrote in The Daily Beast this week, talking about Pat Lynch. 
 
He said, "By speaking of officers' blood on the steps of city hall and urging his cops to sign an online petition that de Blasio not 
attend their funerals should they be killed in the line of duty, what is he doing? His behavior is divisive to the point of savagery. He is 
actively trying to make the people who follow him not only despise de Blasio, but despise and oppose any acknowledgement that 
police can be faulted in any way, that black fear of police has any basis in reality. If Al Sharpton did the same, he'd be drummed out 



of society." What do you make of those comments by Mr. Tomasky? And do you believe that Pat Lynch is more divisive or that 
Mayor de Blasio has been more divisive? 

WILLIAM BRATTON: 
Well, I think this week, as we try to come together to work out some of these issues, comments such as those that you just read, a 
person's opinion of what they're seeing, it is unfortunate that we have at this time of such great success in dealing with the crime for 
New York City, for example, over the last 21 years, at a time that the city is effectively booming in so many ways, that we have these 
frustrations, these pent-up frustrations. 
 
You need to understand this isn't just about policing. This goes to much larger issues. We're the tip of the iceberg at the moment. 
This is about the continuing poverty rates, the continuing growing disparity between the wealthy and the poor. It's still about 
unemployment issues. There are so many national issues that have to be addressed that it isn't just policing, as I think we all well 
know. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Well, let's go to the crux, though, of what this issue is. And I want to play for you something that Eric Garner's widow said to me on 
Meet the Press a couple of weeks ago. 

ESAW GARNER (TAPE): 
I just don't want him to go outside. Because now that everybody knows who he is, you know, that he's Eric Garner's son, you know, I 
fear. And now, my other son is in college. And he's in Jersey, in Newark. And I make him call me at least. 
 
He's like, "Ma, I'm 20." I'm like, "Call me, like, at least, you know, in the morning before you go to class, when you get out of school. 
Don't go to parties. Don't do this." You know, I'm so afraid of what could happen to them in the street by the police. 

CHUCK TODD: 
She's afraid for her son from the police. Mayor de Blasio spoke very openly about having the talk with his biracial son, Dante de 
Blasio. Do you acknowledge this issue here between police and African Americans? 

 WILLIAM BRATTON: 
Oh, certainly. I interact quite frequently with African Americans from all classes, from the rich to the poor. And there's not a single 
one that has not expressed this concern, that their perception is the reality that we have to deal with. And it has to be part of the 
dialogue. It has to be trying to find that common ground, if you will, so that all parties involved here understand the perceptions of 
the other parties that shape the realities that we're trying to deal with. 
 
So, there's no denying that among the black community there are those concerns. In policing that sometimes it's difficult to see 
those. And I made comments yesterday in my eulogy about seeing each other to understand. Right, when I say "see each other," 
that means to not look past each other, but to really see what is motivating what we're experiencing. 
 
So, it's going to be a painful process. It has to be an open process. But the process that has to be engaged in, my mayor, myself, we 
are committed to engaging in it. We will seek this week to move forward to engaging as we have been doing all along, but to 
reengage in hopefully more successful ways. 

CHUCK TODD: 
And finally, in some of your comments you've been somewhat critical of the national attention from national leaders, the 
implication, perhaps, with Attorney General Holder, President Obama. What role do you want them to play in this? 

 WILLIAM BRATTON: 
Well, this goes to the idea of seeing people. See us. See the police. See why they have the anxieties and the perceptions they have. 
They really do feel under attack, rank-and-file officers and much of American police leadership. They feel that they are under attack 
from the federal government at the highest levels. So, that's something we need to understand also, this sense of perception that 
becomes a reality. We have a lot of talking we're going to have to do here to understand all sides of this issue. This is not a one-sided 
issue. 

  



CHUCK TODD: 
That's for sure. Commissioner William Bratton, I know it's been a tough week for the men in blue in New York City. And you've got a 
busy week. And you have to keep millions of people safe. Good luck. Thanks for coming on Meet the Press. 

WILLIAM BRATTON: 
Thank you. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Let's get some reaction from the panel, Luke Russert, Eugene Robinson, Amy Walter, Ken Blackwell. Perception and reality, Gene. 
Here we have best of times, worst of times. Lowest crime rate in 30 years. 

 GENE ROBINSON: 
Absolutely. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Best of times. Worst of times, African-American perception of law enforcement. 

GENE ROBINSON: 
Right. You know, my first impression is number one, Bill Bratton's a really smart guy who is taking a big-picture view of the situation, 
which includes the fact that crime rates are, you know, at a modern-era low, basically. This is nothing like the situation that we faced 
20 years ago. 
 
You know, the second thing I guess I would mention is that this is not particular to every single city. It's true that in every city, I 
would imagine in Cincinnati where Ken Lives, and certainly where I live, all of us who have African-American sons have had the talk 
with our sons about how to behave around police. But the community policing here in Washington, for example, the relationship 
between community and police, I believe, is different from the relationship between community and police in New York. And that 
has to do with, you know, both sides, I think. But it's different. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
You know, Ken, it's interesting. I feel like New York and Washington, a little ahead of the curve when it comes to making sure the 
police forces look like the city policing. Cincinnati, some of these other cities in the Midwest have been farther behind. 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
Yeah. Well, Cincinnati got there. And we realized that we had to diversify our rank-and-file police. 

CHUCK TODD: 
And that was an issue. That was an issue. 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
And the management team. Well, look, one of the things that the commissioner underscored for me was the, I think, interlocking 
fears of influence. Our challenge will be met by voices in the street, in the action in the courts, action, you know, in the legislative 
bodies, across our community. 
 
But where the real change has to take place is in the hearts of men and women. And I was reminded of something that Martin 
Luther King advisors used to say. Abraham Heschel used to say, "Respect discovers the dignity in others." And Martin Luther King 
emphasized that at a speech in Lincoln University, where he said, "We are all heirs to the legacy of worthiness." And that's where we 
have to start. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Amy and Luke, where the political rubber meets the road is going to be de Blasio. How does he recover from this? 

 

 

 



AMY WALTER: 
Well, listen, I think what's really interesting here when we talk about the rift and the divide, a lot of it is not going to just be healed 
overnight the way that blacks and whites see police. The one common ground, though, is the answer to this. 
 
When you look at polling you ask people, "What do you think about police officers wearing video cameras?" black and white, almost 
100% agree. What do we think about taking the prosecutorial piece out of the police department, have somebody that's 
independent? Almost 100% agreement, black and white. So, the solutions, thankfully, have agreement on both sides. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah. That's for sure. 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
And I would just sort of add. Commissioner Bratton talked about a sense of history. Things are different now, though, because of 
how these protests came up. They were organic. And they were aided by social media. So, what's much more different as we move 
forward is that you have a lot of young people who are organizing through social media see how things are playing out. 
 
It's on the police now, I think, to have to present more fact-based, nonprejudicial information about what happened in these specific 
cases that people aren't just going to take the police's word for it every single time. And it's on the media to further investigate it, 
too. So, I think this is the beginning of this conversation that started in Ferguson and it'll continue moving forward. 

CHUCK TODD: 
And let's not leave ourselves out of this. The media has played a role in this. 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
Indeed. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
All right. Coming up, the economy is definitely bouncing back. We're going to discuss if an economic boom in 2015 will totally 
reshape politics here in Washington and shake up the 2016 race. I certainly believe it will. We'll be right back. 

***COMMERCIAL NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Welcome back. 2014 has been the year that the American economy may really have truly bounced back. And a similar story in 2015 
would have a significant impact on the dynamics of how Washington works and the 2016 presidential race. Let's take a look at the 
end-of-the-year numbers. The latest growth figures show the economy grew at 5% in the third quarter this year, and in the three 
months before the growth rate was nearly 5%, 4.6%, making it the best six-month stretch since 2003, more than a decade ago. 
 
There's also been good news on the unemployment rate. It peaked at 10% in October of 2010. Now, it's dipped to 5.8%. Then, of 
course, there's gas. Big news for consumers. Gas prices have fallen dramatically. In May of 2011, we were paying an average of 
nearly $4 a gallon. Now, the price is $2.31, and in many places below $2. All of this has added up to consumer confidence going 
through the roof. 
 
Look at the Michigan Consumer Sentiment Index. From the first quarter of 2009, when President Obama entered office, it was just 
58%. Now, it's just shy of 90%. And 90 is an important number here. When it hits 90 or above, it is considered a good, consumer-
confident economy. So, let's discuss with the panel the look ahead here. Luke Russert, a booming economy would change the 
dynamics of what Congress can do and what the president can do. Talk about tax reform. 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
It certainly would. But not to throw a wet blanket on the conversation, I still am a little skeptical. I think you've seen a lot of growth 
for the top income earners. The middle class has still not seen that type of growth. The stock market is high. But the U.S. stock 
market, while it's recovering, the global markets we've seen some cooling, China, Russia, other places in Latin America. So, I'm a little 
bit skeptical this is suddenly going to completely change the political discussion away from the economy. 
 
However, if we do, in fact, have this robust economic growth the final two years of President Obama, what does Hillary Clinton do to 
attach herself to that? And what do Republicans do to try and make the race about something else when they have had a strength in 
trying to make it about the economy in the last midterm? 



 CHUCK TODD: 
I was just going to say, and Ken Blackwell, let me get you to respond. I mean, let me just throw up some random rhetoric we heard 
over the years of criticism of President Obama and his policies when it comes to job creation. Take a listen. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

 JOHN BOEHNER: 
Speaker Pelosi is pressing ahead with her $1.3 trillion government takeover of health care. We believe that her health-care bill will 
destroy 5.5 million jobs in our country, according to our methodology developed by the president's senior economic advisor. 

 MITT ROMNEY: 
He'd never led before. He'd never worked across the aisle before. He never truly understood how jobs are created in the economy. 

 (END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 
Ken Blackwell, what is the criticism if that criticism didn't really take hold, meaning the economy did grow? We have added jobs. The 
health-care law hasn't take jobs away. Does that make the Republican rhetoric essentially uncredible? 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
Not in the least bit. And let me sort of tack onto what Luke just said. The real numbers to take a look at is the labor-participation 
rate, which is at the lowest that it's been in almost 40 years. We have a wave of legislative regulation that's getting ready to have an 
impact. The EPA, Obamacare is kicking into full bloom and others, which will, in fact, slow down capital investment. We have $2 
trillion sitting on the fence because of government overreach. 
 
But, at the same time, everyday people, 50 million people on food stamps, record numbers. So, while I don't wanna be the Grinch 
that stole Christmas, and I'm a cheerleader for growth, I'm also a realist. And I think that we have to look at how sustainable these 
numbers are and what they really reflect and what they don't reflect. 

CHUCK TODD: 
But this will impact the 2016 race. Because if it's not a domestic election, then what does it become? 

 GENE ROBINSON: 
Well, if it's not a domestic election, almost by definition, it becomes a foreign policy election, right? 

 CHUCK TODD: 
And that changes the dynamics, particularly in the Republican side. 

GENE ROBINSON: 
That would definitely change the dynamics. You have an interesting debate within the Republican Party over the direction of U.S. 
foreign policy, sort of traditional Republican hawks versus the new wave of, you know, Rand Paul and others who have what some 
would call a more neo-isolationist view of U.S. foreign policy. I wouldn't use that pejorative term, but that's what they use. And 
that's an interesting split in the Republican Party that I think you're going to see no matter what. 

AMY WALTER: 
But I think this is just, very quickly, a change election, right. And I think the big driving issue in all of this is the fact that 70% plus of 
Americans said they wanted to go in a different direction from the president. That's the biggest challenge for Hillary Clinton, 
whether it's on foreign policy or the economy. 
 
That's what Republicans are going to have to figure out, is how to be more optimistic. Because I think that's what Americans are 
looking for, is a sense that somebody's gonna come back and make us feel better about themselves. That is going to be a driving 
message-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 
That's December 2014. But in December 2015, what if they don't want the same change? What if the economy is booming? 

  



AMY WALTER: 
There we go. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
This is how it's the biggest thing that could shake things up. Anyway, coming up, the state of satire. I put together a very special 
roundtable on politics and comedy in America with some forthright opinions from, among others, Lewis Black. 

 ***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 

 CHUCK TODD: 
And welcome back. We all know the old joke that politics is showbiz for ugly people. Well, it seems the beautiful and not-so-
beautiful people in the entertainment industry are rather fascinated by us ugly folk who inhabit Washington. In a moment, a special 
discussion on satire and politics that I taped in New York City with a panel of comedians earlier this week, including Lewis Black. But 
first, let's take a look at how the showbiz world views this town. 

(BEGIN TAPE) 

 FRANK UNDERWOOD:  
There is but one rule, hunt or be hunted. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Americans may increasingly loathe Washington - but Hollywood can't get enough of the place - 

SELINA MEYER:  
Preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, (knocks over lamp), preserve -- 
 
CARRIE MATHISON: 
You didn't want to hear how your golden boy was doing it, that he was out there trading top secret information to God knows who. 

CHUCK TODD: 
From political dramas to satirical news, audiences are tuning in to a new breed of anti-hero ... the Washington operator. 

OLIVIA POPE: 
That is what i do - and there is no one better in the entire world at it than I am! 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
As long as politicians have been trying to shape their images on television-- 
 
RICHARD NIXON: 
Sock it to me. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Political comics have been cutting them down to size... 
 
DANA CARVEY: 
I meant all three words. I meant no, I meant new, I meant taxes. I meant ‘em all. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The fascination with power - how to get it, who's losing it - and the odd personal quirks of those who have it is nothing new... 

  

MODERATOR: 
I will instead ask each candidate to sum up in a single word the best argument for his candidacy. Gov. Bush? 

  



WILL FERRELL:  
Strategery. 

 MODERATOR: 
Vice President Gore? 

 DARRELL HAMMOND: 
Lockbox. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Television has forced politicians to play along with the most ridiculous versions of themselves 
 
AMY POEHLER: 
I believe diplomacy should be the cornerstone of any foreign policy. 

 TINA FEY: 
And I can see Russia from my house. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Since George Carlin became famous for the "seven words you can't say on television,” political satirists have also enjoyed making 
Washington - and their audiences - uncomfortable. Now, very little is off limits: 
 
CHRIS ROCK: 
In America there are no sacred days, ‘cause we commercialize everything. So we're only 5 days away from 9/11 sales. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
The line between news and entertainment is increasingly blurry - 
 
JON STEWART: 
Basically all it took was one bad midterm election to make Obama go from this-- 

BARACK OBAMA 
I'm not the emperor of the United States. 

 JON STEWART: 
To this-- 

 MEL BROOKS: 
It's good to be the king. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
And politics can be hard to pin down-- 

ERIC CARTMAN: 
Lawrence, remember how i was telling you how the government listens to everyone's phone calls and reads all our emails. 

LAWRENCE: 
Yeah, yeah you said that. My dad says the government keeps a database on everyone. 

 CHUCK TODD:  
As new audiences learn to love to hate the political show ... will more Americans engage in politics - or will rising cynicism mean 
many tune in to television ... but drop out of the process? 

  (END TAPE) 

  



CHUCK TODD: 
With me now to talk about comedy's role in the American political dialogue, we've put together our own little round table here, 
comedian Lewis Black who was, of course, a regular  
contributor to The Daily Show, W. Kamau Bell who is currently on a nationwide stand-up tour, and comedy writer Laura Krafft. Thank 
you all for being here. Well, Lewis, I'm going to throw a  
conversation starter here. When we put this together about a month ago we first started talking to you guys about this. And this 
week is a takedown of The Daily Show of sorts, so Salon.com, Jon Stewart's expiration date, why liberalism needs to outgrow the 
snark. But basically it built off this idea and I've heard it from other corners that the political satire is dumbing down regular politics. 
So you've read the piece. What do you say to that criticism? 
 
LEWIS BLACK: 
That you could say that we're somehow dumbing down something that has been dumbed down during the course of my life that we 
could even be-- that it would be possible for us to take it  
further is beyond belief. Because in the sense, the thing that has struck me about the last 20 years is that we've moved closer and 
closer to where we're living on the corner where satire and  
reality intersect. So you can-- 

CHUCK TODD: 
My question is why are we there? I do agree with you, right, and it's how did we get to this place? 

LEWIS BLACK:  
I think in part it's social media, it's in part cable which exploded everything, it's in part the fact that we have, you know, it's 24 hours 
of news a day, six days on six different channels. You guys do the nightly news. Everybody does the nightly news. PBS does nightly. 
You have all of that pounding away on a consistent basis. And that really broke things open too because then all of a sudden you 
watch these people over and over and over again saying the same thing and eventually by the third time you hear somebody initially 
you’re going what and the third time the politician says something you're laughing at them. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Right, are you a political satirist or a media satirist? 
 
LEWIS BLACK: 
I'm a social satirist. That's what I like to-- 

(OVERTALK) 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
 
W. KAMAU BELL: 
Can I get in on that? I like that. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
Your stand-up routine right now when you're talking about ending racism in an hour. Every time-- 

 (OVERTALK) 
 
W. KAMAU BELL: 
The people leave if we just stayed in the room we'd be able-- 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
In the room it’s solved. 

 (OVERTALK) 
 
W. KAMAU BELL: 
Then they get back on Facebook and they go, "Ah, I got opinions." 
 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
Shame on them. Laura, I'm going to do a very Meet the Press thing and throw something you said back at you. It was interesting. 
You were asked on a NPR interview, "What's your media diet?" And you said, "I would hope people would be getting their news 
from the same places I get my news from, newspapers, magazines, blogs, television and radio. Lord, I hope people only use our 
shows," referring to the satirical shows you'd worked on one of them. "That they are satirical addendum to the news. We are 
definitely not a news source. We are a comedy show." 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
Yeah, I stand by that. I don't understand whenever there's criticism of, like, "Well, they're feeding this misinformation." Information 
is out there for everybody to get. It's how you choose to find it. But I also think that there's something off of what you were saying 
with all the news being so accessible. I also think that it's made, you know, you had to really seek out the news, get a newspaper, 
you know, and then there's, like, maybe one newscast a night, five nights a week, maybe a Sunday night. 

 Now it's everywhere. So people ask me, like, friends of mine, you know, are getting more in depth on the issues in the same way 
that you get the surface because you get the same, you know, often times jingoistic,in a way information thrown at you. You also 
can go deeper into-- I feel politics is becoming more exposed to broader audience. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Well, the larger critique is that the rise and popularity of political satire is creating a more cynical public citizen. Right, it feeds the 
cynicism. 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
I don't know. Have you been on Twitter lately? 

CHUCK TODD: 
Yeah, I know. 

 W. KAMAU BELL: 
Have you been on Facebook? I feel like the cynicism is there. If anything, The Daily Show gives you some hope. You know, the first 
piece is like, "Oh I can laugh my way through these--" 
 
(OVERTALK) 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
I don't know if you've ever been in a deep comment thread on Facebook with the guy you went to high school with, your uncle and 
some dude you don't know how you became Facebook friends with. And you're all talking about, you know, like, Ferguson. And 
you're like, "I think I need The Daily Show to sort of to calm, to bring me back down to reality. What should we take away from the 
fact that political satirical news in some ways is more popular obviously than what we're doing? Or is sometimes in cases more 
trusted. You know, you see these things where Jon Stewart's more trusted than the evening news anchors. 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
Well, I think part of that is because there is, like, something-- comedy's usually, like, truth in comedy. It's the heightened truth. So 
you feel like you trust a comedian more than you would trust maybe somebody who's a member of the media who's been fed 
information for different reasons from different political groups. You know, I-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 
And you guys are totally pure. We know that nobody has ever fed you anything. 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
No. No. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
You've never taken money from a corporation ever, right? 

  



LAURA KRAFFT: 
No, no. 

CHUCK TODD: 
You know, they're offering. But no, I mean, I get your-- 
 
(OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 
--I get your point though that that-- 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
Yeah, I'm-- 

 LEWIS BLACK: 
I'm ready to put on whatever logo they want on my butt, you know, as long as I agree with the product. 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
When people watch Jon Stewart or Jon Oliver they feel like they're at least getting that person's perspective. But I don't think people 
believe with the news-- I think they feel like they're, you know, you're getting a corporation's perspective. You're not getting that 
individual person. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Should you guys be held responsible if people are cynical and think all government's broken? Because that's the other premise of 
this-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 LEWIS BLACK: 
No, no, no, no, no, no. That's our debate (?) what it is. I really do think part of the problem is that the cynicism is caused by the fact 
that more in the course of my lifetime and having lived in Washington, that Washington's increasingly been a bubble much the same 
that a lot of people who live in Hollywood are in a bubble. 

And when I started going on the road 25 years ago and I was going, "Well, you're too angry. They're not going to get it." What I was 
discovering was they were angrier than I was. And there's a sense of disenfranchisement now that I think is seen in the number of 
people who went and voted that I had just never experienced in my lifetime. And I've watched you and everybody else when 
somebody comes on. And I don't know how you do it. I don't know how you do it. I'd be barking at them. You sit there and go, "Blah 
blah blah blah blah." I sit there-- 

CHUCK TODD: 
We all sit there because we all know the first time we bark, the last time we do the show. 

 LEWIS BLACK: 
--yeah. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Sometimes it's the last time you're able to-- all of a sudden, nobody will come on your show. Right, there is that-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
And the thing that comedy gets to do-- 

  (OVERTALK) 



CHUCK TODD: 
You get to do some stuff that we don't. 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
--yeah, comedy gets to bark. And I think that, well, the weird thing is that Fox News also gets to bark. And I think 
sometimes the left, you know, the left-leaning media is afraid of barking. A lot of left-wing media, they will play a clip of 
The Daily Show or they will play a clip of John Oliver and go, "Look at this guy barking." Anyway, back to a reasonable 
discussion even though I know that's what I want you to believe. Let me have a reasonable discussion." 

CHUCK TODD: 
I want to just put a pause here. I want to talk about your role in bringing-- your role meaning political-- comedian's role in 
bringing up some uncomfortable social issues right after the break. 

 ***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 

 CHUCK TODD: 
And we're back with our political comedy roundtable here. Comedians Lewis Black, W. Kamau Bell and Laura Krafft. 
Alright, Laura, it was a stand-up comedian named Hannibal Buress at a show in Philadelphia whose YouTube went viral 
in going after Bill Cosby and re-raising allegations against Bill Cosby that had been out apparently in the Hollywood 
community for years. 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
Yeah. 

CHUCK TODD: 

 But got resurfaced. In fact, we have some clips of Saturday Night Live routines by Tina Fey ten years ago that were 
making veiled references to this fact. 

  (BEGIN TAPE) 

 TINA FEY: 
A California lawyer alleged Wednesday that 30 years ago Bill Cosby drugged her and tried to molest her, and after she 
fought back, he dropped 2 two hundred-dollar bills on the table and fled. Cosby says he can’t be held responsible 
because at the time he was suffering from “the brain damage.” 

 AMY POEHLER:  
That’s funny, is Kenan coming out to imitate Bill Cosby now? 

TINA FEY:  
No, Kenan is not coming out because of the Fat Albert and the money and the sequels 

KENAN THOMPSON: 
Ha. Wow. Thanks. Good job, you guys. I didn’t say any of that, because Kenan Thompson loves to work, okay? Peace. 

  (END TAPE) 

CHUCK TODD: 
And is was sort of the role that political comics or comics, like, in raising uncomfortable issues that we won't. A good 
thing? 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
Is it a good thing that Hannibal Buress-- 

CHUCK TODD: 
Well, no. A good thing that that's a way to use the stand-up routine? 

  



LAURA KRAFFT: 
Absolutely. I mean, I think it's really funny also that Hannibal, as a black man, because one of the things that prompted the 
whole conversation was that Bill Cosby sort of talks down. He-- 

CHUCK TODD: 
Lecturing young black men. 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
--lecturing young black men, "Don't wear your pants a certain way," or whatever. And I like that his lead-in was like, "You 
had a sitcom in the '80s that did well. Like, why are we listening to you? And you have this whole despicable background 
that everyone knows about. You know, I've heard allegations about it for a long time." And is it a good thing? Yes, I think 
that's the role of comedians. That's one of the things that comedy people should be doing. 

 W. KAMAU BELL 

I'm of two minds about that. I think it's great when comics will do acts to sort of, like, as a battering ram into an issue, as a 
way to clarify an issue. I also feel sort of weird about Hannibal and the fact that he didn't upload that video. He-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 
He is the chief new accuser of Bill Cosby and-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
--and the worst thing you can do to stand-up comedy is write it down in a newspaper and have people read it without 
hearing a comedian say it. And I know-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 
I feel that way in regular television. 

 (OVERTALK) 

CHUCK TODD: 
Say, "Well, wait a minute, did you see my face? Did you see what I was talking about?" 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
Yeah, and to sort of see Hannibal's bit written down all over every blog and every newspaper article, "This is what he 
said," taken out of context. And without a context that he didn't provide I feel there's, you know, I think it opened up a great 
discussion about Bill Cosby. And also with more women’s feelings. It's funny to think Hannibal's intention, I don't know, is 
to empower victims to come forward. But that happened. But also it's leads to a bigger social media discussion. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
It is a social media discussion. Yeah, go ahead. 

 LEWIS BLACK: 
But what I didn't understand is why was that the trigger that blew it up? How did that become-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 
Not all the women who accused him before-- 

  (OVERTALK) 

  



CHUCK TODD: 
--or not the allegations that had been out there for decades. 

 LEWIS BLACK: 
Always hear, I mean-- 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
Maybe it's because it's from a comedian. That's why I keep thinking of that's the thing that I liked about it. Like, I just read 
today somewhere that Chris Rock says he doesn't want people having cell phones in his audience now because, like, a 
stand-up should be able to have the freedom to try stuff out. And I like that Hannibal was being free. There's so many 
people you see being so careful. He was just being honest and true that it was taken without his permission. 

CHUCK TODD: 
If that had been a white comedian that had done it, would it have gone as viral? Was it important-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 CHUCK TODD: 
--that it was, you know, here's the most-- arguably a living legend of African-American comics, Bill Cosby-- 

LEWIS BLACK: 
I thought you were talking about Hannibal. 

 CHUCK TODD: 
--is being accused by an African-American comedian. 

 W. KAMAU BELL: 
And I think it's also interesting, I think the source of it, because Hannibal's not an explicitly a political comedian. And even 
implicitly a political comedian. He is joke before that was probably about pickle juice and he probably had an applesauce 
joke coming up after that. And in the middle of it was the Bill Cosby thing. 

 And I think because it came from such a, quote unquote, unlikely source, it also gave it more power. Because it's like, "If 
this guy's talking about it," you know, it's not Lewis Black, or you know, or W. Kamau Bell it's like, "Oh, oh, oh." You know, 
it's Hannibal Buress. Well, I want to go to something, has your career been harder in the comedian world? Is there a 
gender bias in comedy? 

LAURA KRAFFT: 
People ask me that a lot. I mean, I will say that there's many times where I'm the only woman in the room. But I don't 
really think about it. I really think about, like, just what kind of person likes what kinda joke. They'll get a hard joke, they'll 
get structure, whatever. Well, I think there's also there's more women. I mean, I think it's really shown right now, there's 
more and more women going into comedy and going into comedy writing-- 

 CHUCK TODD: 
You think that's-- 

 (OVERTALK) 

 LAURA KRAFFT: 
--than I think when I started. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 
--self-fulfilling. Like, so for a while there just weren't a lot of women in-- 

  

(OVERTALK) 



  

LAURA KRAFFT: 
I think maybe it was a numbers game. I mean, I think there also was definitely, like, misogyny. And, you know, and people 
sort of hiring people who were more like them and in that case oftentimes it's, like, a white guy hiring a white guy. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Now let's talk about race in comedy. You know, Norman Lear, I had him when his book-- and he in his book admits when 
he was writing these ground breaking comedies based on African-American families it was all white writers. And he said in 
hindsight now he knows that was a mistake. At the time he really didn't believe-- he didn't see what was wrong with them. 
 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
Well, I'm glad he admits that now. I mean, corporate America, the Hollywood is not much different than corporate America 
in that, you know, that there's a predominance of white males who are running things and making the decisions. And 
whenever they bring, you know, black people in or minorities in it's part of a diversity initiative. 

  

And usually diversity initiatives ends on the announcement of the diversity initiative. And, you know, I had a TV show on 
for about a year or so. And that was important to me to get more than one woman in the room. And also races that aren't 
black people. Turns out there's other races out there that aren't just black people-- 

  

(OVERTALK) 
 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
--which I learned recently. And so it was important for me to get different voices in the room so there can be voices that 
push you out of your comfort zone. And I feel like that's why comedy starts to feel same from a lot of these places is 
because people are hiring people like them. And they're hiring people they want to hang out with, not people who are 
actually good comedy writers. 

  

CHUCK TODD: 
Do you think now politicians use comedy shows to duck real interviews? Which is obviously my point of view. So I'm going 
to close with that loaded question. 
 

LEWIS BLACK:  
I think they do it to try to look human and to humanize themselves. What would help is if they really spent time-- this is 
something I've believed for a long time-- leadership training would be a really great thing. Get into-- 

 (OVERTALK) 
 

LEWIS BLACK: 
--get into a camp. My brother had to do it when he was in high school because-- 

  (OVERTALK) 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
--thing. Yeah, yeah. 
 

LAURA KRAFFT: 
Learn how to build a fire. 
 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
With the backpack and some short shorts and having to walk through and do a trust fall. Yeah. 
 

LEWIS BLACK: 
The thing is that you still want them to-- you want to just feel like they're coming from somewhere. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 



You want to know what they're coming from. 
 

LEWIS BLACK: 
Because there's that thing that leaders have when they're standing there in front of you that is that voice that a lot of them 
use. And that voice is bull--. That-- 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
You think BS. That's what you want to say. 
 

LEWIS BLACK: 
--yeah, that's-- 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
All right, I'll let you do that. It's Sunday morning. 
 

LEWIS BLACK: 
--it's BS. 
 

LAURA KRAFFT: 
I think it's interesting that they're using comedy as a means to make issues more palatable and understandable like when 
Obama went on Between Two Ferns to talk about Obamacare. I thought that was a great way to reach a new audience 
who probably wasn't aware of a lot of the parts of Obamacare that he wanted them to be aware of. It seems to me that 
that's why they go on it more often than to humanize because they're trying to hide from-- 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
It's not to hide. I know. But it's like it is becoming more of a comfortable place for them to go. 
 

LAURA KRAFFT: 
Yeah. 
 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
And I think that, you know, sometimes Jon Stewart has done more hard-hitting interviews with John McCain than some 
journalists I've seen. You know, because I think sometimes comedians can-- because we're barking, as we said earlier-- 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
You can get away with something. 
 

W. KAMAU BELL: 
--you can get away with barking.  
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Well, that was fun. I hope you guys had fun. I hope you haven't ruined your careers by going mainstream here on serious 
Sunday morning. Lewis Black, Laura Krafft, W. Kamau Bell, this was great. I hope you maybe come back one more time. 
We'll see. Thank you, guys. 

***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 

CHUCK TODD: 
Welcome back. On the program today, we've been looking ahead to what 2015 will bring. But it's also the time of year to 
look back and remember those in Washington politics and political culture that we lost over the last 12 months. 

JIM BRADY: 
Because I know firsthand the damage that guns can do. 

MAYA ANGELOU: 
Say simply, very simply, with hope, good morning. 

 FRANK MANKIEWICZ: 
Senator Robert Francis Kennedy died at 1:44 a.m. today. 

 BEN BRADLEE:  
It must be remembered that Nixon got Nixon. The Post didn't get Nixon. 



 JAMES TRAFICANT: 
Beam me up. I say it's time for Congress to shove these illegal tactics right up the assets of the I.R.S. 

ANCHOR: 
The mayor took a second puff. Then, F.B.I. agents and police came bursting through an entrance from the room next 
door. 

ARIEL SHARON: 
For a genuine, durable, real peace, we are ready to make painful compromises. 

GARRICK UTLEY: 
I'm Garrick Utley. I'll be back next here with Sunday Today and Meet the Press. 

CHUCK TODD: 
Remembering those we lost this year, including an important member of the Meet the Press family there, as you saw. 
After the break, we'll see how closely the panel was paying attention over the last year. We're going to close the year with 
a little trivia test from 2014. 

***COMMERCIALS NOT TRANSCRIBED*** 

CHUCK TODD:  
And welcome back. It's been quite a year in politics. But was the panel really paying attention? We boiled down 2014 with 
the help of the Cook Political Report, by the way, to three numbers and a word. Here they are: 86, 1928, 30, and mark. All 
right, Amy, I'm going to let you start here. Eighty-six and 1928 are related. And let me show you here. This is the first time 
since 1928 that Democrats have experienced this depression of election. 
 

AMY WALTER: 
It is true. You've got to go at the House, legislative. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
I mean, it's at lowest number of House seats, lowest number of Senate seats, fewer state senate legislative seats. 
 

AMY WALTER: 
Right. I mean, this was a drubbing at all levels. And I think the legislative piece is the more significant. Because this is 
where the next crop of candidates comes from, right, the state house speakers, et cetera. And when redistricting in 2020, 
which is what Democrats hope is going to be their answer to getting the House back, may not happen when control of the 
state legislatures is all Republican. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Luke Russert, 30. Thirty is an important number here because 30 is now the number of seats Democrats need in order to 
win back control of the U.S. House in 2016. And 30 is now the number of control, that Republicans control chambers in 30 
stages, both chambers in 30 states. That's something. Now, Luke, no Democrat is talking about winning back the House 
in 2016, are they? 

 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
That's impossible. And I always think it's funny when the poor person that has to lead the D-triple-C goes out there. And it 
was Steve Israel's turn. He goes out and says, "You know, we're fighting all these districts. We're keeping them 
competitive." 
 

The math and the gerrymandering, the way it adds up, it's not going to happen. I think the redistricting in 2020 is their best 
shot. What's interesting, though, is moving forward, how do House Democrats make themselves relevant? Do they stop 
big deals like they did with the CRomnibus, the government-funding bill, the last time where Nancy Pelosi was able to 
coalesce around the progressives and hold it up a little bit? 

CHUCK TODD: 
Ted Cruz strategy? 

 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
Yeah. Is that what they do? And how does that move forward? And lastly, there is no Democratic bench, though. And it's a 
very smart point that Amy made. 
 



CHUCK TODD: 
All over. Like, look at your home state of Ohio. Ohio's a 50/50 state. 
 

AMY WALTER: 
That's right. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
But you don't know it by the election results. 
 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
Well, you know it not by the election results for president. But Ohio is a very red state. All of the statewide-- 

 (OVERTALK) 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
The Democratic Party has sort of, like, filed for, like, bankruptcy. 
 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
And, you know, it really does point to an issue. Republicans have to stop acting as if they're a minority party in this 
country. They're not. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Well, we just pointed out they're a majority party on all levels of government after the president. 
 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
But they play small ball. And that's a problem. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
All right. And the word "Mark," Gene Robinson. 

 (OVERTALK) 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Three out of the five incumbent senators who were all named Mark, Mark Begich, Mark Pryor, Mark Udall out. Off the 
mark. This was remarkable. Look at that. 
 

GENE ROBINSON: 
The other thing they have in common is that they were Democrats. And, so, it was a very, very bad year for Democrats. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
By the way, Democrats named Mark, Republicans named Scott, Tim Scott, Rick Scott, Scott Walker, only Scott Brown. 
 

GENE ROBINSON: 
Scott Brown didn't do so well. No. I mean, look, it was a terrible year for the for the Democrats. Republicans, on the other 
hand, are going to be vexed by their success, I think, in the year to come. Because they're going to have to figure out 
what to do with this big majority in the House. They're going to have to figure out how to behave as a party in control of 
both Houses of Congress. Now, I don't think they know that yet. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
Who is the face of the Republican Party in Congress? Is it going to be McConnell or Boehner? It had been John Boehner, 
Amy Walter. Is it now Mitch McConnell? 

 

AMY WALTER: 
Well, it still has to get through the House. And John Boehner knows that he's got to figure out how to keep this coalition 
from blowing up. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
But doesn't he have more freedom? 

 

AMY WALTER: 
In what way? 

 

 



CHUCK TODD: 
He could pass a bill and say, "Okay, Mitch, you do it." 

 

AMY WALTER: 
If he can pass the bill, right. I mean, it is clear from that CRomnibus vote there are about 35 or 40 Republicans who are 
going to say no to anything that leadership wanted. 
 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
The questions is do they become strengthened by the last midterm results and say that we want to double down on 
holding the line? 

 

GENE ROBINSON: 
And remember, what can pass the Senate has changed, but not all that much, right. Because you still need 60 votes. 
 

LUKE RUSSERT: 
And what does McConnell do with these guys running for president in his own caucus? That's a huge issue there. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
The Republican presidential race, in some ways, is already starting because Jeb Bush is in. Does that hurt McConnell and 
Boehner in their ability to govern? 

 

KEN BLACKWELL: 
No, I don't think so. And one of the things you have to remember is that this is probably the closest Speaker of the House 
and majority leader in terms of friendships that's existed in a long time. 
 

CHUCK TODD: 
We shall see. All right, that was fun. That's all we have for today. Have a very happy new year. We'll be back next week 
and next year. Because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press. 
 

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * * 

 


