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By Davis Wright Ttomalne's Broadeast Greep

The next broadeast staion Hcense repewal eycle begins in June 2011. In the fast eyole, more Anas were
" Imnposed on broadeasters for violationa of the public Inspection fAe rufe than for any othar infraction. With the
Bufutedt Fracticgs Keense rerewal cysle starting in just over & year. now i the time for broadeasters fo revtew their files fo

3 ansurs that they are compieta and up to dale,

Lindar the Federsl Gommunications Commission's (FCC's} public inspaction ile rule for ia)

broadcast siations, 47 C.F.R. § 73.3526, every AM and FM radlo station, and every telavision and Class A
tetevision station must melntaln a'public Inspection fle at the statlon’s main shudio.

Al or part of the fils may bs na ¥ tatah pravided that a compirte: tamminat is made
avafadla te mambers of the public whe wish  raview the file. The file mbst be avallable for public inspacton
at any dme duing the station’s regular bus hours, which are any sight-howr period bétween 8

a.m. and & ... Monday through Friday.

Tha publie ingpaciion e must be made avaliabla lo anyone who comses to the studio dvk) asks to seeit,
Befpie a stafion (rants sccess o ils public inspection fie, § may ask & parfy requesting access to provide his
oF her name and address, but the slation may not requie the parson la [deaitty the organization on whese
Behall he or she s equesiing sccess. of e rassen that he or she is asking to see &

Stations should ensure hat every fevan b ¥ o plisy who will be i
shwimbars of e public i awers of the lacetion of he public e and the ¢ for vevimwing that file.
Hembars of e public asking 1o view the file should nat e mada 1o wait undil someons from ‘massgement” i
avaitable to be Meca. The file should be provided immediately, upon requasis made during normal business
hours, Station emplovees should not ask why semeone waiits 10 seg the flg, and shoeid not ba percelved ag
attermpling 1o look over the skoulder of the person inspecting the file in an sttempt to decipher the reason for
the Inspection. Station employaes should observe the inspection ouly to the extent necessary te ensure the
seguty of the fite,

The statlon mitst meke contents of the file avaliable within 8 hia ima (gencrally. within seven deys),
Tar piinting o cepyig, epon receiving a request made In person. The station may require the requasting party
to pay the enst of reprod and may requirz a g of pay ¢l

As a rsult of & iule changa in 1998, a station baving its main studis and public Fe cutside of ity commanity of
licenae must honet reqiess for puklic fie documents made by telephone by persons within the statien's
gecgraphic saevine area. Thus. i the main studlo and public Me are not maintained within the station’s
community of icense, then the station nwst mail coples of documsiis from the e upon a request meds by:
telephone by persons vithin ihe stations geopraphic sarvice area, with postage paid by the station,

Wit the exception of the FGG's msnusl, “The Puhiic and Broadcasting,” which stations mus! provide frae of
charge, the gy requesting coples of file documents may be required to pay for the cost of copying the
requesied dorumants, :

The only exception tn the requirement that a station rake avadeble malpnial rom its public fle upon
telezhonic requast Is Tor material n ha section: of e 1 desling with polfical materiaf, Maletal dealing with
poliical brnaticasting issues does. oot need fo be provided pursuant i a telephone reguest. Candidates. their
reprasantatives, or members of ihe public, must visit the site of the public Al o wlaw materis! from e
palitical file. However, If o mafion vetuntaiity shooses to provide one candidale with telephone acress o #5
file, ihen it must do se for all queiified candidates.

IF the stalion 19 safl during the Boense renewai term, e buysr must smaintain the required d ins thie
file thal had besn piaced fiers by the seligr. However, in most casts, tie buyer will not be hald respopsibls
for deficiensios In the fAla that ccearrad before s acqulsifion of the slaton.
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