
WEATHER AWARENESS 

October Flooding 

On October 25th, storms dumped six inches of rain on Central Texas, causing flooding in the area. Roads 

were closed in McLennan, Bell, Coryell, and Limestone Counties. KWTX provided ongoing coverage on-

air and online of the impact on safety and travel. 

CRIME AND SAFETY 

Marlin Police Chief Killed 

On November 1st, Marlin Police Chief Darrell Allen was shot while off-duty, working security at a lounge 

in Temple. KWTX broke the news of the shooting the next day, along with the arrest of a suspect in his 

shooting. Allen Died November 10th. KWTX’s coverage showed the Police Chief’s death happened during 

a particularly difficult time for the City of Marlin, whose schools were at risk of being closed because of 

poor performance. 

Attemped School Abduction 

On October 1st, a high school student in Moody reported that a man attempted to abduct her while she 

went for a run in the school’s parking lot. KWTX reported on the incident, and distributed a sketch of the 

suspect provided by authorities, along with a description of his clothing and vehicle. KWTX also provided 

information about how the school district was responding to the incident. 

Fort Hood Helicopter Crash 

On November 23, a Black Hawk helicopter crashed at Fort Hood, killing all soldiers aboard. KWTX 

provided coverage of the incident and the military’s investigation, and the steps they took to help insure 

safety of the aircraft after this incident, and other similar incidents within the same timeframe. 

EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 

‘Bouncy Band’ in Classrooms 

On November 9th, we did a story about a Midway High School teacher who was using rubber bands and 

PVC pipe to help her students release some energy with their legs, helping them focus on the subject. 

The school had received a grant to provide the bands. We showed how the method was helping 

students in the class.  The story generated a lot of interest and discussion from local viewers. 

Racially Insensitive Comment 

In December, Midway Independent School District apologized, after they said a comment made by a 

teacher to a 7th-grade student was racially insensitive. The teacher of the student, who is black, 

suggested she write a poem about her ‘weave’. The student, instead, wrote about how the comment 

made her feel. A facebook post by the student’s grandfather went viral and was shared tens of 

thousands of time. KWTX spoke with the girl and her family about the experience, and received a 

comment from the school district about the comment. 

CONSUMER HEALTH/SAFETY 



On-Call: The Flu 

On October 6th, KWTX held an ‘On Call: The Flu’ event, to answer community questions about the flu 

season. We organized a panel of local doctors and other health experts, and held a free two-hour phone 

bank and social media discussion. The bank ran from 5pm – 7pm. KWTX dedicated significant portions of 

the 5pm and 6pm newscasts, and ran a crawl throughout the two hours, encouraging viewers to call in 

with questions. 

Restaurant Report Card 

Each Thursday, KWTX featured ‘Restaurant Report Card’, highlighting food inspection scores in our local 

counties. The report highlights establishments that had to close or change practices in the most recent 

week available, in order to continue serving food to the public. We also highlighted a restaurant that 

had a perfect score, receiving our ‘Clean Plate Award’. 

COMMUNITY/HUMAN INTEREST 

Food for Families 

On November 20th, KWTX hosted our ‘Food for Families’ food drive – the largest one-day food drive in 

Central Texas. We work with the National Guard, Longhorn Council Boy Scouts, HEB Grocery Company, 

and many local volunteers. That day, the station dedicates the majority of our newscast time and many 

of our programming breaks to go live from communities throughout Central Texas, encouraging viewers 

to drop off food at numerous drop-off sites. The food is then provided to local food banks. This year was 

an all-time record, collecting more than 1.8 million pounds of food for needy families in Central Texas. 

Fort Hood’s ‘Hug Lady’ 

Elizabeth Laird, who was beloved among soldiers at Fort Hood for the hundreds of thousands of hugs 

she gave soldiers being deployed, lost a battle with Cancer on Christmas Eve. KWTX provided coverage 

of Laird’s fight, beginning in November. The news of her worsening condition led thousands of people 

from around the country to send her packages and letters of support. 


