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The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to WCLR, DEKALB, IL, 
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for the period of 1 
January to 31 March. The listing is by no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues 
appear does not reflect any priority or significance. All times are Pacific.

1. EDUCATION

2. BUSINESS

3. FINANCES

4. HEALTHCARE

5. ADDICTION

6. VETERANS

7. FAITH

8. FOOD INSECURITY

9. ENTERTAINMENT



Issue Program Date Time Duration Description of Program

Business Closer Look 1/7/24 7:00pm 29min Small-Business Mentors Offer Free Advice Through SCORE
Your idea for a great small business needs a good plan. 
You need seed money and cashflow. If you already opened 
your shop, you may be stumped on how to grow. SCORE 
offers free, one-on-one advice for turning a profit. The 
personalized program is funded in part by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration and brings together “two of our 
nation’s greatest ideals -- entrepreneurism and 
volunteerism,” says CEO Bridget Weston. “What’s great 
about SCORE volunteers – they have been where the small 
business owner is -- they have seen the failures and 
learned how to overcome them.” 

Library Local Closer 
Look

1/7/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Amy Dodson, the Executive Director of the Fox 
River Valley Libraries. Dodson shares with us the history of 
the library and when it was established. She also shares 
how she came to be the Librarian at the Dundee Library 
and shares what she feels is the most gratifying part of 
being a librarian. Dodson describes how technology has 
affected the library, and the importance of early literacy. 
She also details the many programs and services the 
library offers, including driver license renewal.

Education Closer Look 1/14/24 7:00pm 30min Old Schools Get Free Makeovers Through Heart of 
America
“This country created the majority of its schools during the 
1940s, 50s and 60s,” says Jill Hardy-Heath, President and 
CEO of Heart of America. Classrooms in disrepair impede 
learning. “If you walk into a school where you have peeling 
paint and ceiling tiles that are falling, and things have not 
been updated – think about how that would make you 
feel.” HOA is committed to raising the spirits of those 
students and teachers. Fresh paint is only the beginning. 
Hardy-Heath sends an expert design team to infuse each 
renovation with vibrant color and creative flair. “We 
transform spaces,” she smiles. “Think about Extreme 
Home Makeover, but School Edition.” The organization 
updates everything in aging schools from lighting to desks 
to pencil sharpeners -- and upgrades essential 
infrastructure like electrical boxes to provide crucial access 
to the Internet. Once the space is certified ready for the 
21st century, modern digital learning tools are provided 
for students. “We have infused more than $7.5 million in 
learning technologies, mostly computers and individual 
devices into schools and community centers.”

https://www.heartofamerica.org/


Education – 
Employment 

Local Closer 
Look

1/14/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Sarah Starke, Executive Director and Founder 
of Doodlebug Workshop. Starke shares how Doodlebug 
Workshop is a vocational training program that focuses on 
teaching disabled youth and adults to use power tool 
equipment to create and make beautiful decorative items 
that are sold in their retail shop. She explains that the goal 
of the workshop is to help the students become self-
sufficient and self-directed in personal growth and social 
and emotional well-being and functional living skills.

Addiction Closer Look 1/21/24 7:00pm 13min Gambling, Suicide Risk and Addiction Recovery
Gambling addiction is a leading cause of suicide in the 
United States. The thrill of the bet buries vulnerable 
gamblers deep in debts matched only by their secret 
shame. But stats prove you can win recovery, as 2 outta 3 
people who seek treatment are able to stop. Rafael Sierra 
talks with Derek Longmeier of Problem Gambling Network 
of Ohio and Keith Whyte of the National Council on 
Problem Gambling. Need to talk? Call the National 
Problem Gambling Helpline: (800) 522-4700. 

Faith Closer Look 1/21/24 7:13pm 17min Faith Of Her Father - Baby Jessica’s Dad
The unlikely rescue of Baby Jessica from a well back in 
1987 remains one of the world’s most watched news 
stories of all time. There were “multiple miracles,” says 
her father Chip McClure, “more than you can count…God’s 
hand was evident.” In the days and months after, the 
family received thousands of calls and truckloads of mail 
from all over the world, people in personal distress who 
were encouraged by the McClure’s faith and the good 
news of Jessica’s rescue. 

Human 
Trafficking – 
Ministry 

Local Closer 
Look

1/21/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Cassandra Ma, Founder and CEO of Reclaim 
13, a ministry dedicated to bringing hope and healing to 
children affected by human trafficking. Ma explains how 
the kids are located and the process that has been created 
to help bring the kids to safety. She also shares the 
statistics of those kids that are taken versus running away 
and the signs we can be aware of to identify children who 
are being exploited.

Addiction Closer Look 1/28/24 7:00pm 30min Kids Fooled by Fentanyl, Rx Fakes
Kids are getting pills that look like Xanax or Percocet 
online or in the locker room. Often laced with fentanyl, 
these deadly drugs can be 100x stronger than morphine. 
“It’s terrifying,” says Pat Aussem of the Partnership to End 
Addiction. Ed Ternan, co-founder of Song for Charlie lost 
his college-aged son to one pill and now helps other 
parents warn their children. “We still say ‘just say no’ but 
we spell it K. N. O. W. because many of these young 
victims are dying from taking a substance they didn’t ask 
for.’



Special Needs Local Closer 
Look

1/28/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Melanie Grotto, the Office Manager of We 
grow dreams of West Chicago.  Grotto talks about the 
history of the organization and describes the mission and 
goal on which We Grow Dreams is founded upon. Grotto 
shares that the primary focus is to offer a quality of life for 
people with disabilities through employment and personal 
growth and reviews the hiring and training process. She 
also gives tips on finding the right house plant and the 
best practice of growing basil.

Animal Therapy KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

January 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

3.49min 
Podcast

Mom, Daughter Share Loveable Llamas as Huggable 
Therapy
Shannon Joy and her mother, Lori, utilize llamas and 
alpacas for huggable therapy experiences. Their 
farm, Mountain Peaks Therapy Llamas & Alpacas, is a 
faith-based nonprofit organization that connects people of 
all walks of life with their social animals. Most recently, 
Shannon was invited to take a pair of llamas to Portland 
International Airport (PDX) to help travelers alleviate 
stress, "You get to see the unexpected come over peoples' 
faces. They're not expecting to see a llama, let alone two, 
just walking down the hallway." Shannon and Lori's faith 
plays a large role in what they do. Shannon says, "For me, 
personally, my church always conveys to be like Jesus. It's 
my way of bringing unconditional love to those who need 
it most." The farm offers to travel but they also have on 
the farm visits too. 

https://classycamelids.com/
https://classycamelids.com/visit
https://classycamelids.com/visit


Childhood 
Issues 

KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

January 
and 
February 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

Podcast 
18.13min

Pastor, Dad, shares 10 Valuable Things He’s Learned About 
Teenagers
Although he’s now lead pastor at Bible Baptist Church in 
the Greenville, South Carolina, area, Stephen Cox is also a 
former youth pastor. And concern about young people 
remains very much top of mind. “My heart is still with 
teenagers,” and he continues to share his wisdom and 
faith at youth events in many states. Pastor Stephen 
crafted a list of 10 things he ‘heard and observed.’:
1. Many are hurting - Broken homes, broken relationships, 
disappointments 
2. Many are confused - So many voices speaking into their 
lives 
3. Many are distracted - social media
4. Many feel alone - isolation, abandoned, social media 
5. Many are searching - looking for someone that cares 
6. Many are empty - looking to fill a void with a 
relationship or substance 
7. Many want a role model or mentor - An example to 
pour into their lives 
8. Many would turn to Jesus if we showed them Jesus - He 
is the Answer, He fills the Void, He is the Friend 
9. Many need a church that cares - Camp, conferences and 
retreats are great but the church needs to disciple these 
young people. Train them and love them. 
10. Many want the truth - stop trying to be cool and just 
preach the Word to them. They are hungry for truth. 
Let’s determine to reach the next generation with the 
gospel and love them to Jesus.

Entertainment KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

January 
and 
February 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

15.50min 
Podcast 

An American Ninja Warrior...For Christ
This was the third season Elijah Browning took part in the 
American Ninja Warrior competition on NBC, and the 
Tennessee athlete is only 18 years old. That’s remarkable. 
“Super-blessed to get my dream handed to me a little 
early,” explains Elijah. He had been competing in Ninja 
Warrior-type local competitions since he was ten years 
old, hoping to be trained up when he became old enough 
to compete for the national TV production. At the time a 
contestant was required to be at least 19 years old. But 
something unexpected happened for Elijah. “I got a call 
out-of-the-blue when I was 16 years old” from the host of 
American Ninja Warrior offering an age exception and 
invitation. He also points to his support team, including his 
mother, Renee, who was on-set with him, helping with 
mindset encouragement. Elijah sees the Ninja Warrior 
competition as “70% mental, 30% physical.”

https://www.bbcsimpsonville.com/


Faith – Ministry  KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

January 
and 
February 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

15.29min 
Podcast 

Nick Vujicic: No Arms, No Legs, But A Big Heart for Sharing 
Jesus
Nick Vujicic was born in 1982, surprising his parents and 
doctors when they saw he had no arms or legs. It’s a rare 
birth defect known as tetra-amelia syndrome. Nick tells us 
the Australian doctors were extremely apologetic that 
they had not detected the syndrome and offered his 
mother the option of abortion. For a growing boy, not 
having limbs and knowing what the doctors had said, gave 
little Nick a rough path. “Looking at my brother and sister 
born after me – and them having arms and legs – kind of 
felt a little unfair and weird. And with no answers, it’s easy 
to start believing the lies, the little voices that say, ‘you’re 
not good enough, you’re a mistake, there is no greater 
purpose for your life,’ and so as I went to school, I was 
facing bullying. I went through depression at age 8 until 
age 12, and I felt like there was no hope for my life.” 
During that period, Nick attempted to take his own life by 
drowning. Fortunately, he failed. Fast forward to today. 
“Here I am now at age 40, with a beautiful wife, four 
beautiful children, and this incredible ministry Life 
Without Limbs – being the hands and feet of God (even 
without hands & feet), standing in front of the gates of 
hell and redirecting traffic. I now try to encourage 
everyone that no matter what pain we go through, that 
God can do beautiful things with our broken pieces…if we 
give those broken pieces into his hands.” 

Entertainment - 
Faith 

KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

January 
and 
February 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

3.24min 
Podcast 

Video Games and Jesus: Online Gamer Connects Youth 
and Faith
Video games and Jesus? It might not seem to match up. 
Online gamer, Josh Clayton, has made it work. Josh utilizes 
many gaming platforms to build relationships with other 
gamers. “I personally believe that the online community is 
the largest, unreached, unengaged people group in the 
world.” With a background in Biblical counseling, Josh is 
able to walk with those struggling or facing trials in life. He 
shares, "What video games provides is...a common ground 
that's there to forge a relationship." Josh says we cannot 
know what someone is going through. Oftentimes, they 
hide behind their smiling profile. But connecting those 
people with Jesus comes natural for Josh. He says, "It's so 
important for us to not only acknowlege that people have 
real life that's going on, but that Jesus can answer those 
real-life situations in your life." Claremore First Baptist 
Church caught wind of Josh's success in reaching young 
people. He was hired, during the pandemic, to boost their 
online following. 

https://lifewithoutlimbs.org/
https://lifewithoutlimbs.org/
https://www.claremorefirst.com/
https://www.claremorefirst.com/


Finances Closer Look 2/4/24 7:00pm 29min Food Prices, Fight Inflation from Your Fridge
Food costs more these days. COVID-19 shutdowns drove 
up the price of labor, fertilizer and fuel needed to move 
crops from farms to factories to stores and eventually to 
your kitchen. What can you do? Should you panic buy? 
Comparison shop? Billie Wright checks in with Assoc Prof. 
Joe Balagtas at Purdue University and Jordan Page, 
lifestyle blogger and mom of 8 for proven tips on cutting 
your grocery bill.

Sports Local Closer 
Look

2/4/24 7:30pm 20min Talked to Michala Snyder, Foundation Director at Kids Golf 
Foundation of Illinois. Snyder talks about how the game of 
golf can help impact the lives of youth between the ages 
of 5 to 17, giving them important life skills to help them in 
as they grow into adulthood. Snyder describes the 
feedback she is getting from parents who talk about the 
changes they see in their children who are involved in the 
golf program. Snyder talks about how children develop a 
strong sense of team unity as they support each other 
through the good and not so good shots. She describes 
how the rules of the game help kids learn how to focus, 
integrity, self-responsibility, social skills and many more 
skills that will contribute to a successful future. They can 
be contacted at (https://www.kidsgolffoundation.org)

Marriage Closer Look 2/11/24 7:00pm 30min 50% Divorce Rate Is Myth, Researcher Says
We’ve heard the chances of staying married are like 
flipping a coin. Christian author and social researcher 
Shaunti Feldhahn believed it too. But when she wanted to 
cite an original source for the 50/50 divorce rate, she was 
surprised none could be found. After eight years of study, 
Feldhahn is confident the true divorce rate is currently no 
greater than 25%.

Education Local Closer 
Look

2/11/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Mary Kate Venturini, Vice President of 
Publicity of the DuPage Art League. Venturini shares the 
history of the art league and talks about the importance of 
finding the right location to serve the community well.  
Venturini details the difference between beginning classes 
and advanced classes and shares the many other services 
that are offered. Venturini takes us on a virtual walk of the 
art league and shares what she considers to be her 
favorite thing about working there.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshaunti.com%2Fresearch%2F&data=05%7C02%7CNYoung%40kloveair1.com%7C0a3bf85803184402005408dc29037236%7C1e2152463fb64aeab4e0009f2a1de44e%7C0%7C0%7C638430342030925673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZYUVjvmej3O7ZtkCrrFyeBgK2yi0NUPD3IHUJTLDgUg%3D&reserved=0


Healthcare Closer Look 2/18/24 7:00pm 15min Tackle Childhood Obesity at Home, Church and School
Millions of American kids suffer words like chubby or 
chunky – or fat – to describe their young bodies. The 
COVID-19 lockdowns only worsened already alarming 
levels of childhood obesity, as the CDC found the BMI 
(body mass index) in children ages 2-19 years old 
increase nearly doubled during the pandemic.  Excess 
weight weakens growing muscles and joints and can lead 
to juvenile diabetes or even trigger life-threating asthma 
“Prevention is what we really want, right?” says Geri 
Henchy, Director of Nutrition Policy at the Food Research 
and Action Center (FRAC). “We want kids to be in 
environments that are not obesogenic; where they’re 
gonna get healthy meals, where there isn’t a lot of junk 
food, where they have activities -- that’s really gonna 
make a difference for kids.”

Childhood 
Issues 

Closer Look 2/18/24 7:15pm 15min Teens Aged-Out of Foster Care Get Help From ‘Dream 
Makers’
Without family and often lacking lifeskills, former foster 
kids become homeless adults by the thousands, turning to 
drugs and crime on the streets just to survive. “Every 
statistic you hear that is going bad in the United States, a 
lot of them link back to the foster care system and those 
kids just not being taken care of.” Dream Makers steps in 
to link aged-out foster kids with practical assistance by 
connecting them with the generosity of strangers. “It 
totally up to the community to fulfill the dream.” The 
young adult with a need fills out an application to ask for 
things that teens with families could easily get from a 
mom or dad: like money for work clothes, or a laptop for 
school, or maybe a used car – but Melton says the most 
common dream request from these youth by far is – food. 

Housing Local Closer 
Look

2/18/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with David Siegel, Executive Director at the Housing 
Authority of the County of Dekalb. Siegel explains the 
function of the Housing Authority for those in need of 
affordable and accessible housing. Siegel describes those 
who use their services are those at the poverty level and 
works with H.U.D. who provides funding for their Section 8 
housing.  Siegel explains even though Dekalb County has a 
definite need for affordable housing, it is slightly better 
than the national numbers. Siegel says their biggest 
challenge is funding and keeping older buildings in good 
repair and making sure they are executing their programs 
with proper staff levels. Siegel says the local community 
and businesses can help by being supportive and 
recognizing the lower income housing can be an asset to 
the County and describes the biggest stigma tied to low-
income housing is the general public and local business 
usually don’t believe that. Siegel describes their “Lease in 
Place” voucher program which helps people to stay in 
their existing apartments by assisting with payments 
toward their rent provided landlords accept the voucher. 
They can be contacted at (https://dekcohousing.com)

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fobesity%2Fdata%2Fchildren-obesity-COVID-19.html%23%3A~%3Atext%3DA%2520study%2520of%2520432%252C302%2520children%2Cand%2520younger%2520school-aged%2520children.&data=05%7C01%7CJEllyson%40kloveair1.com%7Cb3f32b285d6a45c2007a08dbdc0711e6%7C1e2152463fb64aeab4e0009f2a1de44e%7C0%7C0%7C638345695198460723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OG%2FX80i6AoNkcALYSaLTqi8MsSD89uH2tIG1TIQeoYw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrac.org%2Fabout%2Fstaff%23gh&data=05%7C01%7CJEllyson%40kloveair1.com%7Cb3f32b285d6a45c2007a08dbdc0711e6%7C1e2152463fb64aeab4e0009f2a1de44e%7C0%7C0%7C638345695198460723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hDBUOjiNslYOpVH4Dx8esqsZWFbjSEbTSl%2BAQkU0EkQ%3D&reserved=0


Healthcare Closer Look 2/25/24 7:00pm 30min Young Girls Pregnant and Scared Turn to StandUpGirl.com
Dawn-Marie Perez, Executive Director of StandUpGirl.com 
says their site stands ready to help. “Our mission is to have 
these girls be able to find life-affirming information 
through us -- and then we connect them with pregnancy 
centers in their neighborhood.”  Quick response is 
essential. “If you go google the word ‘abortion’ right now 
there are millions of websites that are gonna come up,” 
she says. “Our goal is to have StandUpGirl show up on 
that first page of their search.” 

Homelessness Local Closer 
Look

2/25/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Doug Schenkelberg, the Executive Director of 
the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless. Schenkelberg 
explains that the purpose of the coalition is to organize 
and advocate to prevent homelessness in the Chicago 
communities. Schenkelberg shares the common reasons 
people become homeless and how we as a community can 
help to eliminate homelessness in our cities.  He also 
shares how the coalition partners with other organizations 
to meet needs such as mental health treatment, job 
training, legal assistance, and affordable housing.

Social Media KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

February 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

15.50min 
Podcast 

Rob Kenney, "Internet’s Dad" Shares Life Hacks, 
Encouragement, And Loves God
With prompting from his daughter, Rob Kenney launched 
a social media outreach during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
“We were all locked away,” and the idea was to offer a 
‘dad video’ to encourage or entertain people coping with 
the pandemic. “I put up my ‘How to Tie a Tie’ video on 
April 2 of 2020 and about a month-and-a-half later, my 
channel went viral! That was scary for me, but I’m grateful 
that I went viral for something wholesome.” These days, 
Rob is on multiple social media channels, including 
Instagram, Facebook, and YouTube as Dad, How Do I? And 
“On TikTok, I’m The Real Dad, How Do I? because there 
were people who were imitating me.” The videos show 
Rob demonstrating how to put air in your tires, unclogging 
a toilet, applying deodorant & cologne, how to shave, 
explaining an Allen Wrench, or making popcorn. Things a 
dad would share with a child. Why is Rob committing so 
much time and effort to these videos? “I think that there’s 
definitely a need for people to understand how cool it is to 
be a dad. I feel like that’s a mission that God has given me 
to try to encourage dads to hang in there, and you’re 
needed and you’re valued.” It bothers him when he sees 
TV shows offering “stereotypes, Homer Simpson and Al 
Bundy…the bumbling dufus of a dad. And you know, I’ve 
met a lot of cool dads and a lot of very good dads. We 
need to encourage that behavior.”   Due to the popularity 
of his channel, Rob authored a book “Dad, How Do I?” 
which shares about important character traits for a good 
life, his own faith in Christ, and 58 useful ‘how-tos.’ 

https://www.facebook.com/dadhowdoi
https://www.youtube.com/@DadhowdoI


Entertainment KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

February 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

15.35min 
Podcast

Valentine's Day: Putting ‘Love First’ – But What Is Real 
Love, Exactly?
“Your relationships, they matter. They’re important. 
They’re important enough to prioritize. God gave us 
people in our lives for a reason and to help us building 
community. And I think sometimes because we have social 
media, we feel like we have community, we’re looking at 
community, but it’s not the same thing as being in 
community and relationship with one another, “Sadie 
Robertson-Huff adding, “I think a lot of people fear 
relationships because they’re hard and they’re messy.” 
Her advice? “If you put God first in your life, then all of 
your relationships will be better, and be blessed.” She 
urges people to consider “God’s view of relationship and 
community.” To help make this do-able, Sadie and her 
husband, Christian, have put together their first jointly 
written book, “How to Put Love First.” That love, Agape 
love, does not have barriers. It’s “available to everyone.” 
She says, “Your relationship with God is how you really 
find what true love is – and then, from there you get the 
blessing of relationships with people. That is an 
overflow.”      

Entertainment – 
Faith

KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

February 
and 
March 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

16.43min 
Podcast 

Geek Devotions: We Speak ‘Geek’ And Share Jesus with 
Isolated People 
When it comes to telling others about the offer of eternal 
life through Jesus Christ, there are evangelists, pastors, 
and missionaries, to far away countries. But how do you 
reach a people group that has what might be considered 
an unusual affinity? Geeks. First off, let’s define the word: 
“A geek is merely a person who is very much – I won’t say 
obsessed – but very much in tune with what we call ‘Geek 
Culture’ – things involving comic books, video games, 
anime, and movies and fantasy books,” explains Dallas 
Mora, who along with his wife, Celeste, lead the Christian 
outreach Geek Devotions.  Dallas and Celeste want you to 
know that people in the geek world - not unlike many 
people - often have issues with isolation and depression, 
but in different circumstances. It's sometimes almost like 
social persecution. For anyone who believes in Christ, 
Dallas believes there’s always a local mission field: your 
circle of associates and friends. “Speak to the culture that 
you’re in. People everywhere need to know about Christ. 
There are people everywhere who are hurting, who feel 
abandoned,” and Dallas reminds us, “You have this 
precious thing called Christ, salvation…and they just need 
somebody to speak their own (cultural) language – 
presented in a way that they understand – and allow the 
Holy Spirit to draw them to salvation.” And Celeste added 
a very soft, but heartfelt “yes” after that comment. 

https://geekdevotions.com/


Homelessness KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

February 
and 
March 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

20.03min 
Podcast

"I Feel Human Again" - Making A Difference in Nashville: 
Paul Schmitz, Founder Of 'Shower Up'
Paul Schmitz, a former Christian radio executive, used to 
be intimidated by unhoused people living on the streets. 
“I didn’t know how to engage folks that were on the 
street, and that paralyzed me from doing anything 
meaningful,” he said. “I had compassion, and I had 
concern, but I didn’t know how to act on it.” Paul grew up 
as a Christian, but it wasn't until he read a book on radical 
faith that Paul begin to really dig into the Bible. God 
touched his heart for the poor in a new way. Soon, Paul 
and his wife Rhonda begin feeding and clothing unhoused 
people in the Wichita, Kansas area. But that was only the 
beginning. Paul shares, "One day I was scrolling through 
my social media, and I saw this truck or trailer that had a 
shower and a bathroom in it and I thought 'that's really 
interesting. I wonder if you could do something like that 
for people experiencing homelessness?' And that was it. I 
just kept scrolling. It was a passing thought and God 
caught me in that moment and said essentially, 'I want you 
to do that.'" Soon, Paul was able to raise enough money to 
buy a truck and convert into a mobile shower unit. He 
called it Shower Up. The goal? To bring the love of Jesus 
directly to people while allowing them the dignity of a 
warm shower.  The reaction from most people after a 
shower? Paul says they'll look at him with a glow and say, 
"I feel human again." God has truly blessed Paul and 
Rhonda Schmitz' efforts. Shower Up now operates in six 
cities--Chicago, IL; Tampa Bay, FL; Chattanooga, TN; 
Wichita, Kansas; Huntsville, AL and Nashville, TN. 

Entertainment Closer Look 3/3/24 7:00pm 17min Young Storytellers Outreach Brings Kid-Scripts to Stage
Children feel the thrill of seeing their scripts come to life 
with the help of creative-writing mentors and local actors 
who volunteer to perform. Though based primarily in Los 
Angeles, the arts program Young Storytellers works to 
scale its success to other cities by providing free online 
videos educators can use to help students shape stories.

Family Issues Closer Look 3/3/24 7:17pm 25min South Carolina Dad Helps Reconnect Non-Custodial 
Fathers with Their Kids
Vincent Mercer from Moncks Corner, South Carolina, 
knows how important it is for dads to be there for their 
children. He helps lead Father to Father, a program that 
helps low-income non-custodial fathers (and some moms) 
overcome life barriers that keep them from being involved 
with their children. As a father himself, Vincent 
understands the importance of a dad being there for his 
children. By doing so, Vincent says, “that child is less likely 
to be incarcerated, more likely to finish high school, more 
likely to be successful in the job market,” and have better 
interactions with their peers.

https://showerup.org/
https://www.fathertofatherinc.org/


Healthcare – 
Special Needs 

Local Closer 
Look

3/3/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Grace Glenny, Site Manager of Gigi’s 
Playhouse Chicago Down Syndrome Achievement Center. 
Glenny shares the statistics that every 1 in 700 births are 
born with Down Syndrome and shares her story that 
includes her brother with Down Syndrome. Glenny 
explains the definition of Down Syndrome and what a 
parent can do once the child is diagnosed. She also talks 
about the many programs GiGi’s offers including tutoring, 
cooking, and how they are available for Down Syndrome 
individuals of all ages.

Animal Safety – 
Special Needs

Closer Look 3/10/24 7:00pm 15min Poodles, Labs Trained Free by Guide Dogs of The Desert 
Guide Dogs of the Desert is one of just 14 schools in the 
U.S. for certified canine companions. Labradors are the 
main breed, but it specializes in standard poodles, which 
are hypoallergenic. Dogs are paired with the blind in need 
at no-charge.

Veterans – 
Animal Safety

Closer Look 3/10/24 7:15pm 15min Dogs Rescue Soldiers with Paws of War 
A small meow tugs at a soldier’s lonely heart. A bony pup 
cowering nearby begs for a bite of ration. U.S. combat vets 
adopt battlefield pets they must leave when deployment 
is done. Paws of War runs missions to find the soldier’s 
beloved cat or dog in countries like Iraq and Syria, Jordan, 
Kosovo. “We do it, we do it at no cost to our active 
military members; we get those animals back here and we 
reunite them.”

Education Local Closer 
Look

3/10/24 7:30pm 20min Talked to Kirk Smith, Executive Director of Illinois Christian 
Home Educators about the benefits, distinctions and 
hurdles associated with this educational path. Smith says 
those who are homeschooled show do better 
academically. Smith describes how the majority of 
Homeschoolers are centered on faith and values helping 
to ensure passing on family values to the next generation. 
Smith says many people home school because off 
socialization. A recent study showed home schoolers score 
in the 84th percentile in social skills mainly because they 
spend time with different age groups and not their own 
peer groups. Smith describes how homeschooling differs 
from conventional teaching methods because it is not 
compartmentalized, “it is life integrated.” Smith says, “It’s 
just not about books and knowledge, it’s about wisdom 
and life preparation.” Smith explains that when we 
understand the totality of that it changes our perspective 
on education. Smith was a public-school teacher as well as 
his wife and decided to home school their children – they 
never regrated that decision. They can be contacted at 
(https://www.ICHE.org)



Food Insecurity Closer Look 3/17/24 7:00pm 15min “Share The Wealth of Your Dirt” Through 
AmpleHarvest.org
AmpleHarvest.org is nationally recognized for successfully 
recruiting backyard gardeners to fight food insecurity. The 
site lists 8,000 local pantries which accept donations of 
fresh fruits and veggies. The non-profit also works to 
involve pastors and churches nationwide through the Faith 
Fights Food Waste campaign and recently added a 
program to feed malnourished people on Native American 
reservations.

Homelessness Local Closer 
Look

3/17/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Jeff Gilbert Founding President and CEO of 
Hope for Tomorrow a men’s shelter offering support for 
men suffering from addiction.  Gilbert explains the first 
place they start in the journey is making sure the client is 
employed. He describes the balance between faith-based 
verses holistic approach to treatment.  Gilbert holds a 
master’s in psychology and had his own experience with 
substance abuse. He says, “They know I understand”. 
Their website is, (www.hopefortomorrow.net)

Healthcare PSA 3/18/24 – 
3/31/24

112 
spots, 8 
times 
each 
day

15sec Evangelical Child and Family Agency (ECFA) offers free 
pregnancy support services and affordable counseling 
tailored to family income. Committed to building families 
through adoption, ECFA also provides essential pregnancy 
support and counseling services. Learn more at 
evancfa.org

Addiction Closer Look 3/24/24 7:00pm 29min Parents Of Addicted Loved Ones Turn to PAL Groups for 
Support
One of your kids is on drugs. Getting in trouble. Calling you 
over and over bail them out. You don’t know what to do. 
PAL Groups bring people together to swap stories and 
share strategies -- online or in-person. “When we found 
PAL we’re like okay, we’re not alone, there’s other people 
who’ve been down this road.” PAL groups were first 
formed back in 2006 and the Christian-run non-profit now 
hosts more than 180 meetings nationwide. Members may 
attend in-person or choose to join online sessions 
available most days of the week. All meetings are free, 
confidential, and open to any parent who needs to 
connect with others for help and hope.

Homelessness Local Closer 
Look

3/24/24 7:30pm 20min Talked with Phillip Kwiatkowski about the growing 
problem of homelessness in Chicago. PGM has been 
operating since 1877 and is located at the hub of Chicago’s 
transit system offering unsheltered individuals from 
around the country an opportunity to find shelter and the 
gospel. Kwiatkowski says they haven’t changed since the 
beginning, there is still a pot of chili ready for consumption 
and the walls are covered with scriptures of the gospel. 
They can be found at (https://pgm.org)

https://palgroup.org/meetings/
https://palgroup.org/pal-virtual-meetings/


Mental Health KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

March 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

10.05min 
Podcast

Gifted Chicago Photographer Boosts Confidence of 
Teenagers
Josh Beaton is a Chicago-based photographer who noticed 
his own teenagers losing their self-esteem during the 
COVID lockdown. He blames social media for the decline in 
confidence. Josh thought, "As a business, I can't just be 
giving away free work. But it really weighed on me." He 
and his wife, Danielle, started the non-profit The Teen 
Esteem Project. "When they see their images, in print, in a 
way they've never seen before...you get to see the change 
from the beginning of the photo shoot to the end of the 
photo shoot." Josh explains that it may sound like he's 
exaggerating but the transformation the kids go through is 
drastic. He says most come in to the studio whispering but 
during the shoot they come out of their shells, "By the end 
they are just dancing. We have their favorite music 
playing."

Entertainment KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

March 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

12.14min 
Podcast 

‘Junior Reporter’ Shares His Faith, Encourages the 
Community
Ezra Speaking is just 8 years old, he’s a Christian and loves 
the music we play. He has a YouTube channel and likes to 
do interviews with community leaders and personalities. 
But most importantly, Ezra loves to share his faith with 
others. “Christians are supposed to share the Gospel with 
other people and almost my whole time I’ve been trying to 
be a Christian, I’ve tried to help.” Recently, Ezra had the 
chance to interview music sensation, Lauren Daigle. Ezra 
says his experience was ‘very special!” He said Lauren was 
“super nice” and that he’s very glad he interviewed her 
because very few kids, or even adults, get a chance to 
interview celebrities. But doing interviews is just the 
beginning for this young man from Lafayette, Indiana. Ezra 
has big plans! “I have three main things that I want to 
become; a teacher, a nurse and, I want to become a local 
weather person too.”

https://www.thetweenesteemproject.org/
https://www.thetweenesteemproject.org/
https://ezraspeaking.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/EzraSpeaking


Entertainment KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

March 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

13.51min 
Podcast

Making A Difference with Positive TV: Great American’s 
Leader Bill Abbott
After only a few years, Great American Media has made a 
noticeable splash. Their Great American Family Channel is 
one of the fastest growing TV networks. And there’s a 
good reason. They focus on “quality star appeal” and 
giving “viewers an alternative and a place to go,” that 
offers relief from shows on other networks that “are 
uncomfortable and very difficult to watch,” explains CEO 
Bill Abbott. The network targets movies and shows with 
positive outcomes, good news, and does not shy away 
from stories involving faith. “I spent my entire career in 
family friendly television and I just think there’s such as 
need for our children and the world to have places to go 
where the story isn’t always dark, that there isn’t always 
some type of event or situation that you have to either run 
for the remote – or cover your eyes – or have nightmares,” 
he chuckles, but in seriousness. A simple philosophy Bill 
shares, “I think there’s a majority of people just looking, 
after a long day at the office, to come home and have 
something to watch and just enjoy themselves. And they 
don’t want to be necessarily put in a position where 
they’re going to be uncomfortable” watching a show that 
might cause discouragement or unpleasant echoes as 
bedtime approaches. Adding to its national media 
influence, Great American recently acquired Pure Flix, in 
partnership with Sony. The streaming service is known for 
family and faith-oriented content. And there’s the Great 
American Faith & Living channel as well.

Relationships KLOVE’s 
Positive 
People 
News 
Podcast 
with on-air 
60sec 
promo for 
podcast

March 
2024

4 per 
week, 
16 total

60sec

15.35min 
Podcast

“Love Is Not Teddy Bears and Roses and Chocolates" - 
Sadie Robertson-Huff
“Your relationships, they matter. They’re important. 
They’re important enough to prioritize. God gave us 
people in our lives for a reason and to help us building 
community. And I think sometimes because we have social 
media, we feel like we have community, we’re looking at 
community, but it’s not the same thing as being in 
community and relationship with one another, “Sadie 
Robertson-Huff adding, “I think a lot of people fear 
relationships because they’re hard and they’re messy.” 
Her advice? “If you put God first in your life, then all of 
your relationships will be better, and be blessed.” She 
urges people to consider “God’s view of relationship and 
community.” To help make this do-able, Sadie and her 
husband, Christian, have put together their first jointly 
written book, “How to Put Love First.”


