
TRAFFIC AND ROADS 

Beams from I-35 Overpass Collapse After Struck by Truck 

On March 23
rd

, beams from an I-35 overpass in Salado collapsed, killing the driver a pickup truck crushed 

underneath, and severely damaging two tractor-trailers. KWTX-TV provided live coverage following the 

initial incident, including several live program break-ins during the day. We updated viewers on the 

crash itself, impact on traffic and detour routes, and condition of those involved. We investigated the 

height of the bridge, uncovered that it had a temporarily lower clearance, and that it had been struck 

twice previously. 

Icy Conditions Cause Hazardous Travel 

February 25
th

 – February 27
th

, cold temperatures and precipitation led to dangerous conditions on local 

roadways. KWTX-TV provided comprehensive live coverage of weather conditions, road conditions, 

crashes, and school closings that resulted from the storms. 

 

COURTS/JUSTICE SYSTEM 

In February, Eddie Ray Routh went on trial in Stephenville, TX, accused of killing ‘American Sniper’ Chris 

Kyle and Chad Littlefield. KWTX-TV provided comprehensive daily coverage of the trial, which ultimately 

ended in a guilty verdict. 

 

CRIME AND SAFETY 

Local Student Goes Missing During Spring Break 

The weekend of March 20
th

, a Central Texas College student from Killeen went missing while on Spring 

Break on South Padre Island. Several people contacted KWTX-TV, asking us to help spread the word 

about his disappearance. We ran a series of reports in the days that followed, while search efforts 

amplified. We updated our viewers on March 26
th

 that his body had been found. 

9 Dead Pit Bulls Found Dumped on Roadside 

In February, a viewer asked us to look into 9 pit bulls that had been killed, and bodies dumped on the 

side of a highway. We got reaction from the community, covered the investigation into the deaths, and 

reported on a suspect identified by police. 

Robbery Suspect Shot and Killed by Police along I-35 

On February 4
th

, officers shot and killed a suspect in multiple local convenience store robberies over the 

previous month. KWTX-TV provided coverage of the robberies, the chase, and the circumstances around 

the shooting. We reviewed dash camera video of the incident, providing portions of the video in our 

newscasts. We followed the story through until officers were cleared of any wrongdoing on February 

18
th

. 

 



EDUCATION/SCHOOLS 

Local District Fights to Stay Open 

On February 3
rd

 Jonesboro ISD received a letter from the State Education Commissioner the district 

would be forced to close because of years of financial instability. We provided coverage of what that 

would mean for students and the district itself. We talked with the Superintendent, who talked about 

their intention to appeal, and we provided coverage of the appeal they filed on February 9
th

, 2015. 

School District Responds to ‘Sex Games’ Complaints 

On March 3
rd

, we investigated a parent’s complaint that middle school students were playing ‘sex 

games’ at school, and the district had failed to address the issue. Our story on the issue prompted 

attention from the district, saying the issue was being taken seriously, and would be immediately 

investigated so necessary action could be taken. 

School Principal Resigns After Making Threats 

On February 25
th

, we investigated a tip that a local school principal was on leave, and had made threats 

against herself on a social media network. Police revealed to us that there was an active investigation 

into the threats, which were apparently a hoax. The next day, the principal resigned from her position. 

 

CONSUMER SAFETY 

Listeriosis Cases Prompt Blue Bell Recall 

On March 14, Blue Bell Ice Cream issued the first recall in their 108-year history, because of listeriosis 

cases tied to some of their products. That recall continued to grow in the following weeks. We provided 

coverage of the products being recalled, their connection to the listeriosis cases, the stores pulling the 

products from their shelves, and those that continued to carry the products. We provided information 

to consumers on how they could identify products from the affected production facility. 


