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                                          NEWS:

Weekly news summary for Sunday, January 3, 2021.

The Radio Hatteras news crew wishes for you a good New Year. This year has 
promise for all of us that this pandemic will be controlled. With that in mind, 
here’s the news. The top story is about COVID-19 vaccinations.

Information on how, when, where to register and receive the vaccine for those 75 
years old and older will be available to the public Monday, January 4, said Dare 
County on New Year’s Day.
The new Priority phasing moves those 75 years old and older to next in line for 
the vaccine, a major change from the previously announced phases by CDC and 
the state of North Carolina. 
As of January 1, Dare County was still wrapping up vaccinations for Priority Phase 
1a, which includes frontline workers. That phase is expected to be finished 
Tuesday, January 5 in Dare County. The department will then move to vaccinating 
those 75 years old and older.
Dare County is receiving very limited allocations of the vaccine each week so it 
will take time to vaccinate everyone in this group who wishes to be vaccinated. 

State setting new records for new cases and hospitalizations.
On Saturday, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
reported new records for COVID 19 key metrics for January first and second. 
On January 1, 2021, North Carolina reported its highest one-day number of 
COVID-19 cases with 9,527 new cases reported, exceeding the state’s previous 
highest day set on December 18, 2020 by more than 1,000.
Cases remained high January 2, with 9,356 new cases reported.
Records were also set for the percent of tests that were positive and 
hospitalizations. On January 2, some15.5 percent of tests were positive, the 
highest rate since the start of the pandemic. In addition, 3,479 people were 
hospitalized with COVID-19 and 783 people were in the intensive care unit.
COVID-19 is highly contagious, and more than half of North Carolinians are at high 
risk for serious illness. Studies are also finding that some people, including those 
who had mild illness, experience symptoms for weeks or months following 
infection.



North Carolina's Modified Stay at Home Order is in effect. This order requires 
people to stay at home between the hours of 10 at night and 5 in the morning. 
Businesses including restaurants, bars, entertainment venues, personal care 
businesses, most retail stores and more, are required to close by 10 at night. In 
addition, all onsite alcohol consumption sales must end by 9 at night.

New cases are increasing dramatically in Dare County
On Saturday, January 2, Dare County reported 73 additionally lab-confirmed cases 
of coronavirus.
Residents total 49 new cases; non-residents number 24 in the most recent report.
Dare County now has 184 active positive cases with 172 in home isolation and 12 
in hospitals outside Dare County. 
Five Dare County residents have died from COVID-19.
The cumulative total of lab-confirmed cases stands at 1,759.

Avon beach nourishment under consideration
At the December 21 Dare County Board of Commissioners meeting, County 
Manager Robert L. Outten outlined the funding challenges for beach nourishment 
in Avon and Southern Shores and nourishment maintenance funding for other 
Dare incorporated beach towns.
The heart of the dilemma is the financial reality that the county’s beach 
nourishment fund does not have enough money to fund renourishment and two 
new projects.
The Southern Shores project is expected to cost $14 to $16 million.
The Avon project is projected to cost $14 million if the project stands by itself or 
$11.3 million if the Avon project occurs at the same time as the Buxton 
maintenance project scheduled for 2022.
To solve the financing problem, Dare County managers are proposing the county 
retain $1.4 million from five towns scheduled for renourishment. The funds go to 
the Beach Nourishment Fund. The grant dollars were received from the State of 
North Carolina and are dedicated to beach nourishment.
For Avon, additional revenue would be generated in two newly created service 
districts.
As currently proposed, two services districts would be created in Avon. Properties 
east of NC 12 might possibly be taxed at a rate of 40 cents per $100 of assessed 
value. Properties west of NC 12 could see a tax of 10 cents per $10 assessed 
value.



A 2020 Avon feasibility report executive summary recommends that the beach 
nourishment project start 3,000 feet north of the Avon pier and extend to Askins 
Creek Drive North at the southern end of Avon. 
Keep in mind, writes Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom Hranicka, that 
no final decisions have been made at this point in time. The board of 
commissioners will likely consider the matter in January.
Hranicka points out the impact of a wider beach would accrue to the protection of 
NC 12 and a benefit to all islanders. During the last ocean overwash incident, NC 
12 was essentially impassable from Frank and Fran’s Fishing supply store to just 
south of Ace Hardware. Travel in general was disrupted for several days. People 
couldn’t get to work. Businesses were impacted. Drivers driving through the area 
put vehicles in saltwater risking corrosion.

Seals are visiting Cape Hatteras National Seashore Beaches
Over the next several months, beachgoers may encounter seals on Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore beaches. Seals typically haul out on beaches to rest after a 
period of feeding in the ocean.
Seals are protected by the Marine Mammal Protection Act. It is against the law to 
touch, feed, or otherwise harass seals. People are prohibited from getting closer 
than 50 yards, a half a football field. 
Seals can also carry diseases – including a strand of the herpes virus and rabies – 
so if you get bit, it may result in a doctor’s visit, reports the National Park Service.
If you do believe a seal is injured or in trouble, you can contact the OBX Stranding 
Response Team at 252-455-9654.

Marc Basnight dies
On December 28, 2020, former Senate President Pro Tempore Marc Basnight, the 
longest-serving legislative leader in North Carolina’s history, passed away 
peacefully and surrounded by his family at his Manteo home. He was 73.
Below are edited portions of his obituary.
First elected as District 1 state senator in 1984, he served 13 terms representing 
northeastern North Carolina in the Senate and nine terms as President Pro 
Tempore. He worked with five different Speakers of the House of Representatives 
and three different governors during his tenure as Senate leader before retiring in 
2011.
Basnight understood the link between a healthy environment and a healthy 
economy. His most well-known environmental initiative, the Clean Water 



Management Trust Fund, was created in 1996. The Fund has conserved more 
than half a million acres of land and has protected or restored 3,000 miles of 
streams and rivers throughout North Carolina, states his obituary.
Basnight also knew that a strong economy depended on a skilled workforce and 
made higher education a top priority. He was instrumental in the passage of a 
$3.1 billion bond package in 2000 to help universities and community colleges 
build and repair critical facilities. Approved by more than 70 percent of the state’s 
voters, the bond package helped campuses statewide prepare for a population 
growth of 100,000 new students and was the largest single investment any state 
had made in higher education facilities.
In later years, Basnight championed the North Carolina Cancer Hospital, which 
treats patients from all 100 counties, and created the University Cancer Research 
Fund, which invests more than $50 million annually in research on improving the 
prevention and treatment of cancer, a disease that affects one in three North 
Carolinians.
Basnight also focused on helping rural areas and small communities throughout 
North Carolina and supported historic and cultural arts funding for rural areas.
Though he worked tirelessly to help Dare County and the northeast, he declined 
many entreaties over the years to have roads, bridges and other projects named 
after him. The exception – and only after much convincing – was the replacement 
for the Herbert C. Bonner Bridge over Oregon Inlet, states the obituary. Built in 
1963, the Bonner Bridge was deteriorated, and replacing it with a new, safe 
bridge was something Basnight had pushed for years. In recognition of his efforts, 
the state named the new bridge in his honor, and the 2.8-mile Marc Basnight 
Bridge over Oregon Inlet opened in April 2019.
A scholarship fund has been established in Marc Basnight’s name to provide 
young people with an opportunity to further their education. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to the Marc Basnight Scholarship Fund through the Outer 
Banks Community Foundation. The family also asks that you consider planting a 
tree in his memory, as he enjoyed planting flowers, trees, and vegetables in his 
garden.

Upcoming this week.
Dare’s board of commissioners meets at 9 o’clock Monday morning January 4. On 
the agenda are a conditional use permit for Rodanthe Sunset Resort Group 
Development, which envisions another condominium building and two 10 bed-



room residential structures. A proposal about Early Childhood Education and 
Childcare assistance will be considered. 
The board meeting is streamed on the county’s YouTube channel. Go to Dare n c 
dot com for the link.
Later in the week, Thursday, January 7, Dare County’s Board of Education meets 
in a special session to consider how to deliver education to the public school 
children in Dare County in the second semester of this academic year. The 
meeting starts at 5 o’clock in the evening. Go to dare to learn dot org for the 
audio link to the meeting.

That’s all for today’s report. Be safe out there. Stay well. 
The volunteers operating Radio Hatteras thank you for listening.
This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, January 10, 2021.

We start this week with the COVID crisis.
At a press conference early Friday afternoon, Mandy Cohen, Secretary of the 
Department of Health and Human Services, said “you could have COVID-19 right 
now and not know it.”
On Saturday, the state reported 11,581 newly reported cases. Some 3,871 people 
are hospitalized with the coronavirus. Across the state, 7,425328 deaths have 
occurred, an increase of 97 people. The state’s positivity rate is 14.8%.
Statewide, ICU use stands at 2,074 people, a decrease. Empty but staffed ICUs 
number 357, an increase of 29 beds available statewide.
Mid-week, Governor Roy Cooper extended North Carolina’s Modified Stay At 
Home Order that requires people to be at home from 10 at night to 5 in the 
morning through at least January 29. Secretary Cohen also issued a Secretarial 
Directive with stark warnings for North Carolinians to avoid indoor spaces without 
masks and gatherings between households.  
Vaccine is rolling out to the state’s 100 counties. All vaccines received by North 
Carolina from the federal government are now in the hands of counties.
By Friday, 151,902 people had received first doses and 9,115 second doses have 
been administered statewide.



Cohen stressed that “vaccine supplies are very limited.” She also said that 
residents can go to any county to be vaccinated.
As of January 8, 2021, CVS and Walgreens reported that 23,965 doses were 
administered through the federal program at long-term care facilities in North 
Carolina.
Dare County
As a result of Cohen’s Secretarial Directive, Dare County has suspended all indoor 
activities at the county’s recreation facilities including the Fessenden Center. The 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic sponsored by the Dare County Department of Health 
& Human Services January 16 at the Fessenden Center will happen.
In Dare County, vaccinations are by appointment only. Go to dare n c dot com and 
click on the button for COVID-19. The page opens with a big button for 
registration.
In Dare County on Jan. 9, active cases are 243 of which 231 are in home isolation. 
A dozen people are hospitalized and six Dare Countians have died from the 
coronavirus.
Total cumulative COVID-19 positive cases in Dare County is 1,987, including 
another 30 cases reported Saturday. On Friday, 18 cases were added; on 
Thursday, 57 additional cases were reported. On Wednesday, the number of new 
cases was 53.
In Dare County, 946 people have received first vaccine doses, including 300 
people at the first county’s first clinic held at the Baum Center.

New program for sustaining childcare operations approved by Dare’s 
commissioners
Dare County Board of Commissioners adopted an Early Childhood Education and 
Childcare Assistance program.
Three commissioners, Danny Couch, Rob Ross and Wally Overman, worked with 
Chuck Lycett, Dare’s Director of Social Services, to address the problem of how to 
keep daycares operational now and until the county comes out of the COVID-19 
situation, reports The Coastland Times.
Under the new program, licensed childcare facilities and homes may request a 
grant from Dare County to assist with childcare vacancies.
The program will run from December 2020 through June 2021 or until funds are 
exhausted, whichever occurs first.
The budget is $350,000 and will come from general fund balance



Childcare facilities are eligible for $400 per vacancy to a maximum of $10,000 a 
month.
Childcare homes are eligible for $100 per vacancy to a maximum of $600 a 
month.
Payments for vacancies are calculated on a monthly basis.
The county’s Division of Social Services will manage the program.
In calculating the budget, the work group estimated that about 100 vacancies 
exist currently.

New development approved for Rodanthe
Dare County commissioners approved a conditional use permit in Rodanthe on 
January 4, 2021.
Winning approval was a permit for Rodanthe Sunset Resort.
Rodanthe Sunset Resort is on NC 12 across from Pamlico Station in Rodanthe. The 
conditional use permit authorizes two, 10-bedroom houses and an eight-unit 
condominium building, with three bedrooms in each unit. The three new 
buildings line up along the Pamlico Sound shoreline along with the existing 
condominium building.
The residential structures, both with swimming pools, will be built first with the 
condominium building next. The permit gives the property developers, Jeff 
Fabricant and John Harris, five years to secure construction permits for the three 
new buildings.
The new conditional use permit replaces one that expired. The old permit called 
for two commercial structures, which have been replaced with the houses.

A coin collection unveiled at Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum
A coin collection with 55 coins collected over decades from Hatteras Island 
beaches is housed but not displayed at the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum in 
Buxton.
First, the Virginian-Pilot broke the story on Monday. Island Free Press added more 
information. 
The coins stemmed from a collection that was donated by the late William Sell 
and his wife, Catherine, of Pennsylvania. The collection was received by the 
museum in 2006.
Joe Schwarzer, the state’s director of marine museums, hopes to incorporate the 
collection in the permanent exhibits for the Hatteras village museum.



Schwarzer estimates that roughly $4.5 million will be required to make those 
permanent exhibits a reality.

Sheriff’s blotter shows six crimes committed on Hatteras Island
In December 2020, Dare County Sheriff reported eight crimes in unincorporated 
Dare County. Six of those felony crimes were on Hatteras Island. 
In Waves, a firearm was stolen and vehicle was stolen in separate crimes.
In Buxton, four felony crimes are listed: a house was ransacked in Buxton, money 
was stolen, medication was stolen, and money and medication were stolen.

Snowy Owl in Hatteras
Since it was spotted in Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge December 29, a snowy 
owl has developed a following. This week, Island Free Press reported the famed 
bird visited Hatteras village.
It stayed on the roof of Glen and Terry Lynn Cartwright’s home for 45 minutes.
Check out Terry Lynn’s video on Island Free Press.
 
New visitation rules at The Outer Banks Hospital
The Outer Banks Hospital has posted new visitation rules on its website that were 
effective January 4.
New visitor restrictions prohibit visitors in inpatient units and the emergency 
department, unless a visitor is required for patients who are minors, or who fall 
within ADA guidelines, or require a visitor for clinical care or safety. Visitor may 
not switch out with another visitor.
Additional visitation restrictions are:
In Labor and Delivery one healthy designated partner screened and masked at all 
times is permitted. The partner must remain at the bedside unless visiting the 
café.
In Medical Practices and Clinics, visitors are prohibited with exceptions. Again, a 
visitor may not switch out with another visitor.
In End-of-life situations, family members who are screened and masked may visit 
with guidance from care team and should call the unit for guidance.
COVID-19 Patients: Visitors are prohibited. Ask nurse for accommodations 
regarding virtual visits.



Marc Basnight Oregon Inlet bridge reaps another award
The Marc Basnight Bridge over Oregon Inlet has been named 2020’s Bridge of the 
Year by American Infrastructure magazine.
The 2.8-mile bridge opened to traffic in February 2019.
The magazine praised the engineers who designed and built the bridge for 
overcoming the harsh coastal environment and rapidly changing sea conditions to 
create a structure built to last 100 years.

Cape Hatteras basketball debuts with two wins
Cape Hatteras Secondary’s varsity basketball teams debuted Friday night with two 
decisive wins over Southern Wake Academy, a public charter school in Holly 
Springs.
The girls game was a run-away with the Lady Hurricanes winning 56-19.
The Cape Hatteras boys pulled away in the second half to win 68-51.
The Lady Hurricanes led by six points at the half. In the third quarter, the Cape 
Hatteras girls scored 25 points to the Lions 2.
Posting double digits for Cape Hatteras was Lilly Ratliff with 15 points including 
the team’s only three-pointer. Senior and captain Eliza Quidley scored 10 points 
and pulled down six offensive and five defensive rebounds.
The Hurricanes and Lions played almost even ball in the first half. Cape Hatteras 
boys led by three at the end of the first quarter and but were down by 2 at half 
time. In the third quarter, the Lions stayed a point behind Cape Hatteras. Toward 
the end of the quarter, Cape Hatteras pulled 4 points ahead.
In the fourth quarter, Cape Hatteras poured in the points, going on a 17-point 
scoring spree fueled by steals and fast breaks.
Four Hurricanes scored in double digits: two point guards Osmar Padilla with 20 
and Ayden Paddock with 16 points and strong forward Victor Caldera with 12 and 
Charlie Conner who fills the role of center, scored 10 points.
The Cape Hatteras teams play two away games next week. On Wednesday, Jan. 
13, the teams are in Perquimans and on Friday, in Bear Grass. The girls games 
starts at 6 in the evening. 

Cape Hatteras volleyball team plays first round in state tournament
The Lady Hurricanes varsity volleyball team finished the conference season with a 
4 - 1 record and are headed to the North Carolina High School Athletic Association 
volleyball tournament.



The first round is set for Tuesday, January 12 at 7 p.m. at Cape Hatteras. The 
game will be streamed.
The varsity volleyball team finished its season by defeating Bear Grass in three 
straight sets Tuesday, Jan. 6, 2021, in Buxton.
In the first set, Cape Hatteras won 25-23. In the second set, the score was 25-21. 
In the third set, Cape Hatteras won the match 25-18.

At Cape Hatteras Secondary, a middle grades sports program is starting
Middle School basketball practice at the elementary school starts Wednesday, 
January 13. Girls practice from 3:30 to 5:15 and boys from 5:15 to 7.
Players will follow the COVID-19 protocols before each practice. The protocols 
include temperature taking at start, mask wearing at all times and bringing drinks, 
no shared bottles.
If you are interested in trying out for the girls basketball team, email Coach Ratliff. 
If you are interested in trying out for the boys basketball team, email Athletic 
Director Tim Spruill.
Volleyball/soccer will start after Basketball and baseball/softball follows for the 
springtime.

Upcoming this week
Board of Education meets Tuesday
On Tuesday, January 12, the Dare County Board of Education will meet beginning 
at 3 o’clock in the afternoon to discuss how to operate the schools in the second 
semester.
At 5 o’clock, the board will meet in its regular session followed by a closed 
session.
A live audio of the meetings is available with the link posted on the school 
system’s website, dare to learn dot org.

Dare Capital Improvements Committee meets Jan. 13
The Dare County Board of Commissioners Capital Improvements Planning 
Committee will meet Wednesday, January 13, 2021, at 8:30 a.m., in the 
commissioners board room, Dare Administration Building, 954 Marshall C. Collins 
Dr., Manteo.
The committee will discuss the county’s capital improvement plan.
The meeting will be available for streaming via Dare County’s You Tube channel 
at youtube.com/DareCounty.

http://youtube.com/DareCounty


Be careful out there. Stay well. The volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for 
listening to this community radio station.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, January 17, 2021.

500 covid-19 vaccinations administered in Buxton.
On Saturday, January 16, 500 doses of coronavirus vaccine were efficiently 
administered at a clinic at the Fessenden Center in Buxton.
Public health nurses were all smiles as they administered shots in the arm to two 
women in their 90s and lots of others in the 75 and over crowd.
In the gymnasium, Dare Health Director Sheila Davies with her lap top open sat at 
one side of the operation. A distance away were two workers recording data.
Outside the Fessenden Center, men welcomed arrivals and asked appointment 
time. Some went in right away; others to a short line on the front entrance ramp.
Inside the center’s foyer were two stations: one for names A through M and the 
other N through Z. Again the folks were efficient, quickly finding the person’s 
form, securing it on a clip board and directing the shot recipient through the 
gymnasium door, where Drew Pearson, Dare’s Emergency Management Director, 
handed the shot-taker a number. The form questions were quickly answered and 
numbers speedily called.
Friendly waves from nurses indicated which one of eight stations was ready for a 
new patient. Arms were swabbed, vaccine shots set up and quickly and painlessly 
administered.
Then to the next station where yet another pleasant person filled out the card 
giving the date for the second dose to be administered at the same time at the 
same place. Then, another nice lady wrote down the time ending the rest period. 
For those without a time piece, a clock was on the wall. People exited through a 
side door in the gymnasium.
Those now eligible to receive the vaccine are people 65 years of age and older 
and healthcare workers. Those who are qualified to receive the vaccine can 
register online at dare n c dot com slash Register number 4 vaccine or call 252-
475-5008.



New prioritization phase in place
Last Thursday, January 14, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services announced changes to its Vaccine Prioritization Phases.
The state change followed the recommendation of the federal government.
Under the new plan, all healthcare workers and individuals 65 years of age and 
older may now receive the vaccine.
In the initial weeks of the vaccine roll out, Dare County Department of Health and 
Human Services has received a limited supply of vaccine on a weekly basis from 
the state. 
Sheila Davies reported on Saturday that next week, the county will receive 1,300 
doses of vaccine.
The department is scheduling appointments for individuals from the appropriate 
Phase as the vaccine supply allows. For more information or details on the various 
Phases and who falls under which Phase go to dare n c dot com slash covid 
vaccine. 

Dare County
As of Friday, January 15, the total number of cumulative COVID-19 positive cases 
in Dare County is 2,208, including 33 cases reported Friday. In five days, the 
caseload increased by 146.
Active positive cases number 236 persons with 224 in home isolation. A dozen 
Dare people are hospitalized.
On Wednesday, January 13, Dare County reported another death, bringing the 
total of Dare County deaths due to coronavirus to seven. 
An outbreak of coronavirus has occurred at the Dare County Detention Facility. As 
of Friday, nine detainees and 16 detention officers had active cases. Two officers 
are in quarantine. In the tests administered on Thursday, no new cases were 
found among detainees, reports the Coastland Times.

Schools remain in remote learning
For now, Dare public school students remain in remote learning 
On a 5-2 vote, Dare’s Board of Education agreed to continue remote learning for 
all grades for the third quarter of the current school term. The quarter ends 
March 18.
Keeping the current set up was Option 1 of five presented by Dare Schools 
Superintendent John Farrelly, at a special meeting January 12.



Last fall, Dare Schools opened and then returned to remote learning because the 
system’s teaching staff was impacted by COVID-19.
Dare Health Director Sheila Davies addressed the board giving an update on the 
coronavirus in Dare County. She broke out the 373 cases of people 18 and under.
On Tuesday, Davies did not commit to a timeline for vaccinating school personnel.
That changed on Thursday, January 14 when Vidant Hospital in Greenville agreed 
to share 1,100 shots of Pfizer vaccine. 
Those doses will be administered to Dare Schools personnel, College of The 
Albemarle personnel and law enforcement officers. The clinic will be held at First 
Flight High School Saturday, January 23. 
The second shot will be administered February 13 also at First Flight High School. 
Two weeks after the second shot, or Feb. 27, vaccinated individuals have attained 
95% immunity. 
Davies calls the vaccine “a glimmer of hope.” For students and teachers in Dare 
Schools, that glimmer may shine soon for in-school instruction during the 
remainder of the school term.

Planning action for items on Hatteras Island
Dare’s commissioners approved a conditional use permit for expansion of 
Rodanthe Sunset Resort, which is across NC 12 from Pamlico Station in Rodanthe. 
The conditional use permit authorizes two 10-bedroom houses and condominium 
building with eight units each with three bedrooms. The three new buildings line 
up along the Pamlico Sound shoreline and with the existing condominium 
building.
The residential structures, both with swimming pools, will be built first with the 
condominium building last. The permit gives the property developers, Jeff 
Fabricant and John Harris, five years to secure construction permits for the three 
new buildings.
At its January meeting, the Dare County planning board recommended for 
commissioners’ approval the Maritime Ridge Cluster Home Group Development. 
Christopher Clark and Kathryn Clark are the owners of the 7.85 acre-site at 50636 
NC 12 in Frisco. The development proposal is to build four, 900 square-foot, two-
bedroom structures. An existing asphalt drive will be used for access. The Clarks 
will have 36 months to obtain building permits for the structures.



Hatteras Island Business report
This week’s business news centers on statistics that tell how major business 
sectors on Hatteras Island are doing, reports Radio Hatteras Business 
Correspondent Tom Hranicka.
The results are somewhat mixed depending on the impact of COVD-19-related 
restrictions.
The good news is that lodging businesses continue to recover from the two-
month shut down of the county last spring. Such businesses are showing positive 
results through November.
Occupancy tax receipts were up 6.5 percent when compared to the first 11 
months of last year.
Meal tax receipts, which steadily improving, were still 12.7 percent below the 
January to November period of 2019, reflecting the limitations on inside dining 
and increased reliance on carry-out business to offset the associated decline in 
revenue.
The real estate industry, as you are not doubt aware, had a record setting years in 
2020.
Residential sales were up 64.6 percent over 2019, and the total dollar value of 
sales increased 71 percent.
The challenge that this good news presents is that the inventory of residential 
properties for sale has decreased 50.5 percent. Currently, only 136 residential 
properties are for sale on the entire island compared to 275 at the end of 2019.
In conjunction with the record number of sales, the median sale price rose a 
healthy 10 percent in 2020.
Considering that 100 homes are under contract to be sold, it looks like the 
residential real estate market will remain strong going into the New Year, writes 
Hranicka.
Last year, the undeveloped lot market showed about a 30 percent growth rate in 
the number of sales, properties under contract and total dollar value of sales. But, 
the median sale price of lots was down 5.7 percent in 2020.

High School basketball report
In Bear Grass on Friday night, Cape Hatteras varsity girls won 46 to 26.
Scoring in double digits were Lily Ratliff with 15 and Laya Barley with 11. Eliza 
Quidley pulled down 15 defensive rebounds.
The varsity boys team lost to Bear Grass Charter, 53-39.



Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Trash Schedule 
The Dare County C&D Landfill and Buxton Transfer Station will be closed on 
Monday, January 18, in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday. 
As a result the residential trash collection schedule changes on Hatteras Island 
because no trash will be collected on Monday.
On Tuesday, January 19, trash will be picked up in Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras.
On Wednesday, trash will be picked up in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon.
The regular schedule is followed on Thursday and Friday. 
Commercial dumpsters will be picked up on Tuesday, January 19 and Friday, 
January 22.

Dare Board of Commissioners meets January 19 at 5 o’clock
Dare’s commissioners are asked to approve the engineering report for Avon 
Village Beach Nourishment and adopt a capital project ordinance. Additionally, 
the board will make mid-year budget revisions and consider proposals for new 
Emergency Medical stations in Kill Devil Hills and Kitty Hawk.
The meeting is video streamed on the county’s You Tube Channel. The link will 
appear on the opening page at dare n c dot com.

Now, stay safe. Be well. From all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, thanks for 
listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, January 24, 2021.

Cases of COVID-19 decline some in the state; Dare County’s grows.
On January 23, North Carolina reported 7,181 new cases of coronavirus across the 
state. That’s 255 fewer new cases since Friday. On January 14, the new case total 
plunged to a low of just over 4,000 people.
Hospitalizations for COVID-19 numbered 3,416, down 465 cases from Friday. 
Across North Carolina, 2,069 ICUs are in use with 375 ICUs empty but staffed.
Deaths of North Carolinians from the virus number 8,586 persons, marking 122 
new deaths.



In Dare County, as of January 23, the total number of cumulative COVID-19 
positive cases is 2,419, including 23 additional cases reported Saturday. This past 
week, 154 new cases were noted in Dare County.
Active positive resident cases number 204, according to the county’s dashboard.
Dare County’s death count remains at seven persons.
COVID-19 patients in a hospital number 12.
In Dare County, those now eligible to receive the vaccine are people 65 years of 
age and older and healthcare workers. Those who are qualified to receive the 
vaccine can register online at Dare N C dot com slash Register 4 vaccine or call 
252-475-5008. Those who register will be called to schedule an appointment.
At the Dare County Detention Center, weekly tests were scheduled for Friday, 
January 22. At Peak Resources in Nags Head, the total number of COVID-19 cases 
is 31 with 28 residents and three staffers infected. At Spring Arbor, the outbreak 
is limited to two residents.
On Saturday, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
reported the first identification in a North Carolina resident of the COVID-19 
variant called B.1.1.7, which was first detected in the United Kingdom in 
December. The B.1.1.7 variant was identified in a sample from an adult in 
Mecklenburg County.

Avon beach nourishment advances
On Tuesday, January 19, Dare County’s commissioners approved a contract with 
Coastal Science Engineering to engineer, design and permit the project, prepare 
bidding documents and administer construction. The contract price is $984,358. 
The Avon project will be worked with the Buxton Maintenance Project thus 
realizing cost efficiencies by working and bidding the projects together.
Dare County administrators are working on a letter to be sent to Avon property 
owners. The letter will explain the project.

Dare County employees receive cost of living increase and bonus
Dare County Board of Commissioners approved numerous mid-fiscal year budget 
adjustments at its January 19 meeting.
A one-time COVID-19 response bonus pool has been set up with $375,000 and 
totaling $437,250 with fringe benefits.



Outten called it “a little bit from us” to acknowledge pandemic work that staff has 
done. Graduated amounts are assigned, ranging from public health nurses at 
$1000 to part-timers at $200. 
In addition to the COVID bonus, employees will receive a 2.0% Cost of Living 
Adjustment, which will be paid out in a lump sum this fiscal year and then as a 
salary increase as of July 1, 2021. The COLA costs $842,352.
A merit pool was re-established with $525,470. Employee evaluations have been 
completed.

Dare County’s Waterways Commission meets
The Waterways Commission reviewed a draft report identifying possible dredge 
spoil disposal sites.
Ken Willson with Coastal Protecting Engineering presented the draft report, which 
the commission tabled for time to study. The Commission will make 
recommendation to the Dare County Board of Commissioners.
For an in depth report on the meeting, visit to Island Free Press.

N C D O T is working on drainage ditches
On Friday, a NCDOT crew from Manteo worked at cleaning the ditches along NC 
12 in Salvo in the area of Brick Creek and the entrance to Wind over Waves 
subdivision. Rainwater and wind driven Pamlico Sound water frequently flood NC 
12 at the location. The cleaning process will continue at other problem areas in 
Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon. The entrance to Wind over Waves subdivision 
will be paved.

The State of the County 2021 will be delivered by Dare County Board of 
Commissioners Chairman Robert L. Woodard on Wednesday, January 27 at 2 p.m.
The event will be livestreamed on Dare County’s YouTube Channel at You Tube 
dot com slash Dare County.
The presentation will include information about projects and events now 
underway. Attendees will have an opportunity to submit questions during the 
presentation.

Be careful out there. Stay well by wearing masks and avoiding crowds. The 
volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for listening to this community radio 
station. This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for Sunday, January 31, 2021.

Winter weather hits hard on Hatteras
It’s was really cold out there.
On Saturday, January 30, 2021, temperatures hovered around freezing for most of 
the day. Wind chill registered its lowest at 19 degrees at 5:15 in the morning.
On snow event day, Thursday, January 28, wind chill also registered 19 degrees at 
9:15 in morning.
On Thursday in Rodanthe, big, big snowflakes drifted down for about 45 minutes 
starting at 7:30. Later in the morning, a snow shower brought tiny, tiny 
snowflakes.
Winds blew northwest most of Thursday, sending Pamlico Sound water across NC 
12 at Frisco’s Gingerbread House. Two feet of sound tide inundated Frisco. 
For Thursday, the National Weather Service reported 55 mile per hour winds at 
Oregon Inlet, 51 at Hatteras, 48 at Avon and Rodanthe and 47 miles per hour in 
Buxton and Frisco. 
Because of high winds Thursday, the Cedar Island-Ocracoke, Swan Quarter-
Ocracoke and Hatteras-Ocracoke ferry routes did not run.
Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative had a handful of scattered outages. Richard 
Augustson and Silas Hooper were on call and responded to a couple of individual 
outages during the night, reports Laura Ertle with the cooperative.
Rain and wind are coming up this week.
The National Weather Service predicts rain on Monday with west wind gusting to 
24 miles per hour. It’s windy or breezy Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.
Toward the end of the week, temperature during the day will reach in the 50s. 
The coldest night will be Tuesday night with a predicted temperature of 29 
degrees.

COVID-19 report
Some COVID-19 metrics are trending down in North Carolina.
On Jan. 30, North Carolina reported 6,168 new cases of coronavirus 791 fewer 
than Friday’s case number. Hospitalizations for COVID-19 numbered 2,883 down 
165 cases. 



Deaths of North Carolinians continue to climb. On Saturday, deaths from the virus 
numbered 9,287, an increase of 130 deaths from Friday. Saturday was the fourth 
day in a row that more than 100 daily deaths have been reported, says the News 
and Observer in Raleigh.
In Dare County, as of Jan. 30, the total number of cumulative COVID-19 positive 
cases in Dare County is 2,546.
Active positive resident cases number 197, according to the county’s dashboard.
Dare County’s death count remains at seven persons.
COVID-19 patients in a hospital number 10.
Dare County health division reports that 300 is Dare’s standard allotment of first 
doses from the state each week for the next three weeks. Dare requested an 
additional special event allocation for 1500 doses for next week and were granted 
500. So, we have a total of 800 doses week of February 1; 300 doses week of 
February 8 and 300 for the week of February 15. 
Under the announced distribution plan, North Carolina is dividing the federal 
shipment among counties by population. The largest county by population, Wake 
County, is receiving 3,900 first doses.
At the Dare County Detention Center, additional tests show two cellmates were 
infected, bringing the total of COVID-19 detainees to 20.
Peak Resources in Nags Head initially reported 31 cases. On the Peak Resources 
website the total case number is 29. Spring Arbor in Kill Devil Hills shows one staff 
member and six residents have the coronavirus, according to the state’s 
dashboard.

Dare County Board of Commissioners meets Feb. 1, 2021 at 9 in the morning
For the public, the commissioners meeting is streamed on the county’s YouTube 
channel.
The meeting features three agenda topics.
Two topics come from the county’s Planning Board. The commissioners take up a 
conditional use permit application for a group development for Maritime Ridge 
Cluster Homes at 50636 NC 12 Hwy., Frisco. The application calls for four, 900 
square-foot units.
Additional revisions to the Travel Trailer Park and Campground Ordinance are on 
the agenda.
Dare County Home Health and Hospice is on the agenda. Two items are in the 
meeting packet: a proposed resolution for adoption and a public notice published 
on Jan. 20.



In order to investigate the options for delivering home health and hospice 
services, the state’s general statutes require that the county declare its intent to 
sell the current Certificate of Need to operate the service.
County Manager Robert L. Outten said no decision has been made to sell the 
agency.

Outer Banks national parks and refuges are the perfect backdrop for a great 
love story.
The U.S. Department of Interior is getting ready for its annual Valentine’s Day 
video and is now seeking help.
Send videos and photos of weddings, proposals and moments full of love in 
national parks, wildlife refuges and other public lands to new media at I o s dot d 
o I dot gov.
Remove watermarks, list the location and submit videos and photos no later than 
Friday, Feb. 5, for a chance to be in the special Valentine’s Day video.

On Thursday, February 4, St. John United Methodist Church continues its 
tradition of offering a free evening meal for all. Last Thursday, the menu featured 
homemade chicken pot pie, salad, fruit, and dessert. Pickup the free Community 
Dinner To-Go starting at 5. Come with a mask and be prepared to social distance 
in line. 

Cleanup set for Rodanthe harbor Feb. 6
The North Carolina Coastal Federation and Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Civic 
Association are organizing a harbor and roadside cleanup Saturday, Feb. 6 starting 
at 9 in the morning. 
Participants are required to wear a mask or face covering while they work in small 
groups and maintain safe distances during the cleanup.
Sturdy shoes for walking in wet areas are recommended, especially boots. Feb. 7 
is the rain date.
Meet at the Rodanthe harbor.

On game day, Sunday, Feb. 7, Sharky’s is sponsoring a fundraiser for Fair Haven 
United Methodist Church on Tradewinds Drive in Rodanthe. Featured are wings, 
loaded nachos or Cajun or plain fries. Call 252-305-0656 to pre-order or stop by 
the church between 5 and 7.



One hundred years ago this day, the famed “Ghost Ship,” the Carroll A. Deering, 
wrecked just off Cape Point. The Carroll A. Deering was a five-masted schooner. 
She ran aground on the Diamond Shoals on the night of January 30th, 1921. 
Rescue efforts were unsuccessful as no crew could be found. Even now, the 
mystery of what happened to the crew remains unsolved, earning the nickname 
for this wreck, the Ghost Ship.

Be safe out there. Stay well. And, from all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, 
thank you for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, February 7, 2021.

Dare County Board of Education considers in-person learning.
At its regularly scheduled meeting, Tuesday, February 9, the county’s school 
board will take up returning Dare Schools to in-person education. The regular 
meeting starts at 5 o’clock.
Gov. Roy Cooper, state health director Mandy Cohen along with others urged 
local school boards to take a look at in-person learning.
In addition to making a decision about returning to in-person learning, the board 
will also take up school calendars for the next two years. For the term 2021-2022, 
the calendar proposal calls for 183 school days.
The board will also hold a closed session at 4 p.m.
Live audio of the meetings will be available on the Dare County Schools website at 
dare to learn dot org. A form to submit public comments for the regular monthly 
meeting will also be available on the Dare County Schools website 48 hours prior 
to the meeting

Dare’s commissioners take action
Dare County commissioners approved a cluster home development in Frisco and 
enacted a resolution about the county’s Home Health and Hospice service at their 
meeting February 1, 2021.
The Frisco development, called Maritime Ridge at 50636 NC 12, features four, 
900-square foot buildings on property owned by Christopher Clark and Kathryn 
Clark.



The development meets the requirements of the Cluster Home Group 
Development ordinance, which includes a prohibition against short-term 
occupancy defined as 30 days or less.
For the new Travel Trailer and Campground Ordinance, the commissioners 
scheduled a public hearing for February 16 at 5 o’clock for a suggested change in 
the ordinance.
Currently, the adopted ordinance sets out a 50-50 ratio between camping cabins 
and recreational vehicles with a 28-unit per acre density limit. When the 
ordinance was passed in October, Dare’s commissioners told the county’s 
planning board to take a look at creating a flexible ratio.
The planning board recommended that the ratio go up to 100% camping cabins, 
but anything higher than 50% be limited to a density of 14 units per acre.
Dare’s commissioners set in motion a process to gather information about Home 
Health and Hospice services. By statute, the county is required to publish a notice 
of intent to sell its Medicare-certified agency in order to find out information 
from possible providers.
County Manager Robert L. Outten repeatedly stated that the no decision has been 
made about selling the Certificate of Need. 
 
2020 Year-end stats tell the story of Hatteras Island businesses
Final year-end statistics just became available for the indicators that provide 
perspectives on how Hatteras Island businesses fared in the COVID-19 restricted 
environment of 2020, reports Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom 
Hranicka.
Meal tax receipts, which reflect the health of the island’s food service businesses, 
were 12.4 percent below the level reported for 2019. Considering the limitations 
on in-person dining and a strong reliance on take-out orders, results could 
probably have been a lot worse.
On the other hand, occupancy tax receipts, which reflect the performance of the 
island’s lodging-related businesses, were almost 7 percent above the 2019 year-
end figure. This increase is especially impressive since the county was essentially 
shut down to visitors from March 15 to May 16 and rental fees had to be 
refunded, writes Hranicka.
Once the county reopened, Hatteras Island was seen as a safe haven from the 
stay-at-home orders in other areas. This image was supported by a favorable 
article in Forbes Magazine that named the Outer Banks as the Number One place 
to ride out the COVID-19 constraints, writes Hranicka.



COVID Update for state and county
On Feb. 6, 2021, North Carolina reported 5,547 new cases of coronavirus, 1,374 
fewer cases than Friday, February 5. Hospitalizations of people with COVID-19 
numbered 2,468, down 55 cases. 
Deaths of North Carolinians from the virus number 9,926 people.
Those now eligible to receive the coronavirus vaccine are people 65 years of age 
and older and healthcare workers. In Dare County, those who are qualified to 
receive the vaccine can register online at dare n c dot com slash register 4 vaccine 
or call 252-475-5008. Those who register will be called to schedule an 
appointment. 
As of Feb. 5, 2021, Dare County’s death count is 11. On Feb. 3, the county 
reported three resident deaths and on Feb. 5, another death, raising the total to 
11 from previously reported seven.
On Feb. 5, the total number of cumulative COVID-19 cases in Dare County is 
2,631. 
Active positive resident cases number 179, according to the county’s dashboard, 
with 174 in home isolation and five hospitalized.
As of Friday, 6,767 first doses of coronavirus vaccine have been administered in 
Dare County. Second doses numbering 958 have been given, according to the 
state’s dashboard.
The Dare County Detention Center reported a virus outbreak. The total on the 
state’s dashboard is two detainees still infected.
Peak Resources in Nags Head is reporting 19 cases on its corporate website; the 
number was as high as 34. Spring Arbor in Kill Devil Hills shows one staff member 
and six residents have the coronavirus, according to the state’s dashboard.

Vaccine shots total 1,138,000
On February 1, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
announced the state had surpassed the 1 million mark of COVID-19 vaccine doses 
administered across the state. This milestone capped a week when the state’s 
vaccine providers administered more than 99% of first doses available.
Learn more online at Your Spot Your Shot dot nc dot gov.
As of Thursday, Feb. 4, just over 1,138,000 first and second doses were 
administered statewide.



Gypsy moth spraying in Buxton
The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is seeking input from 
residents and other interested parties in Dare and four other counties concerning 
planned treatment activities for the non-native, highly destructive gypsy moth.
One area is located in Buxton.
No public meeting will be held this year. Visit the treatment information site at n c 
a g r dot gov slash gypsy moths for additional information.
Comments must be submitted by February 26, 2021.
The Buxton area is described as a 450 acre proposed treatment block is on the 
west side of Buxton. NC 12 passes through the northern side of the block and 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore lies to its south. The block is a mix of residential 
areas, commercial development, and maritime forest. About 125 residences and 
40 other structures are in the block.
Past treatments of mating disruption and Gypchek at this site reduced the 
population significantly, but follow-up trapping indicates there is still a 
reproducing population present. In 2019 we caught 22 male moths in this block 
and that number increased to 39 in 2020. Two applications of b t k, a group of 
bacteria, are proposed for the Buxton block in April 2021. 

Two crimes reported
Dare County Sheriff Doug Doughtie has released the January 2021 felony police 
blotter for unincorporated Dare County. Two of the six reported felonies listed 
occurred on Hatteras Island.
On January 8, a larceny by employee was committed in the 4100 block of NC 12 in 
Avon. A drink was stolen.
On January 16, someone obtained property by false pretenses when a financial 
card was compromised. The crime occurred in Hatteras village.

The North Carolina House has a new committee
A new standing committee in the North Carolina House will deal with legislation 
about Marine Resources and Aquaculture.
Dare County commissioner Steve House commented on the new committee at 
the Dare Board of Commissioners meeting, February 1, 2021.
Representative Bobby Hanig, from Powells Point, was appointed to serve as 
chairman by House Speaker Tim Moore, who authorized the new committee. 



George G. Cleveland, from Jacksonville, is the vice chairman. In this area, Ed 
Goodwin from Edenton is also on the committee.

Avon beach nourishment meeting set
A presentation and public meeting to discuss a proposed beach nourishment 
project in Avon will be held virtually by Dare County starting at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021.
The meeting will provide Avon property owners with an opportunity to share 
thoughts about the beach nourishment project before a final decision is made by 
county officials.
The proposed project will place over 1 million cubic yards of sand along the 
beaches of Avon from about Due East Road to Askins Creek North Drive near the 
southern boundary of Avon, about 2.2 miles of oceanfront.
To participate in the public meeting, register online at Dare N C dot com slash 
Avon B N. In additional to registering, this web address also has additional 
information about the nourishment project. That address again is Dare N C dot 
com slash Avon B N.
After registering online, you will receive a response confirming your registration 
and providing information about how to access the virtual meeting.

National Seashore implements federal mask requirement
The National Park Service in the Outer Banks has implemented a mask 
requirement for employees, visitors, partners, and contractors.
At Cape Hatteras National Seashore, face masks are now required in all park 
buildings and facilities, including visitor centers and museums.
Masks are also required on NPS-managed lands when physical distancing cannot 
be maintained, including beaches and trails.

Amazing turtle volunteers
Finding cold stunned sea turtles is rewarding. Getting them off the waterfront can 
be challenging, writes Lou Browning with Hatteras Island Wildlife Rehabilitation.
The turtle was found by Frank Welles while kayaking the Pamlico Sound shoreline 
looking for cold-stunned turtles. That was the easy part, wrote Browning.
Now for logistics... about a 120-pound turtle out in the reeds and not near a 
driveway. We gathered other turtle volunteers and made our way to Frank and 
the turtle. Next we put the turtle in a harness with handles. Then we slog...to a 
waiting car.



The turtle was transported to the Buxton staging site where other volunteers 
from NEST, that’s the Network for Endangered Sea Turtles, were waiting to 
transport to the turtle to Manteo and the STAR facility.
For more details, visit to Island Free Press.

New platform for Alerts from Dare County
Have you signed up yet to receive severe weather warnings, emergency notices 
and non-emergency information?
The new platform is called O B X Alerts.
To register for OBX Alerts, visit Dare N C dot com slash Alerts.
The deadline is February 28, 2021. That’s just 21 days away.

Hatteras Island had weather this week.
Rain in Frisco measured 3.15 inches. Rain water piled up on NC 12 and in yards. It 
has yet to go down.
This coming week, Monday is the only sunny day and Wednesday is just mostly 
cloudy. Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, the National Weather Service 
predicts “chance of rain. Mostly cloudy. Chances of rain range from 30 to 50 
percent.

Be safe out there. Stay well. Volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for 
listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, February 14, 2021.

Dare students go back to school March 1
Dare County public school students can return to classrooms March 1.
The unanimous decision by the Dare County Board of Education was made at a 
regularly scheduled meeting Tuesday, Feb.  9, 2021.
Under the agreed-upon plan, students in Pre-K through fifth grade will attend 
elementary school in-person, or face-to-face, Monday through Thursday. On 
Friday, “asynchronous” learning, which means no live instruction, will be offered. 
Instead, a variety of classroom methods will be used.



For grades 6 through 12, a hybrid schedule is offered. Students in these grades 
are divided into two groups. Cohort A attends school Monday and Tuesday in 
person and virtually Wednesday and Thursday; cohort B attends school 
Wednesday and Thursday in person and virtually Monday and Tuesday.
Virtual learning is offered at all grade levels. Parents and students opting to stay 
in virtual learning make a commitment to stay for the remainder of the 2020-21 
school term. Parents and students must make decisions as to virtual school or 
face-to-face by Tuesday, February 16 at 5 p.m.
For additional information and to file opt-in decisions, a form is available online in 
Powerschool Parent Portal accounts. 

COVID-19 update
Several national and state actions happened this week.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published recommendation for 
vaccinated persons. For this recommendation to be in effect statewide in North 
Carolina, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services must also 
publish the recommendation.
“Vaccinated persons with an exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed 
COVID-19 are not required to quarantine if two weeks have passed since the 
second dose and are within three months following receipt of the last dose.
Vaccinated individuals should continue to wear masks, wash hands properly and 
stay at least six feet away from another person
South African coronavirus. On Feb. 11, the state’s Department of Health and 
Human Services reported the first identification of the COVID-19 variant B.1.351 
in a North Carolina resident. 
The North Carolina B.1.351 variant case was identified in a sample from an adult 
in the central part of the state who had not recently traveled. North Carolina is 
the fourth state to report an identified case of B.1.351. As of Feb. 9, nine cases of 
infection with the variant had been identified in residents of South Carolina, 
Maryland and Virginia.
Masks. The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services has 
additional recommendations to improve mask wearing based on guidance from 
the CDC. To ensure masks are as protective as possible, the recommendations 
are:
 Make sure your mask fits snugly against your face and covers your nose and 
mouth. 



 Use two or more layers for your face covering. You can do this by wearing a 
cloth face covering with two or more layers or by wearing one disposable mask 
(sometimes referred to as a surgical mask or a medical procedure mask) 
underneath a cloth mask.  
 Do not wear two disposable masks.
Purchase groceries. North Carolina Food and Nutrition Services participants can 
purchase groceries online using Electronic Benefit Transfer cards through 
Instacart dot com or the Instacart mobile app, providing access to an additional 
authorized online retailer, Food Lion.
Vaccinations. North Carolina is currently vaccinating all people in Groups 1 and 2, 
which include health care workers, long-term care staff and residents, and people 
65 and older.
On Feb. 24, vaccine eligibility for people in Group 3 will begin for teachers and 
child care workers and March 10 for additional front-line essential workers.
More than 40% of North Carolina’s residents 65 and older have been vaccinated.
However, Dare County announced that the county “remains in Phase 2 of North 
Carolina’s Vaccine Prioritization Plan and will remain there until the 2700+ 
individuals on the waiting list have been vaccinated. The announcement states 
“Dare County cannot move to Phase 3 until North Carolina sends enough vaccines 
to complete Phase 2.”
By the end of Saturday, Dare County Health Department and partners will have 
vaccinated with second doses 80% of the Dare County Schools staff along with 
law enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency medical staff.
Outer Banks Hospital. The hospital adjusted its visitation restrictions at the 
hospital, practices and emergency department. For the rules, visit the outer banks 
hospital dot com slash alerts.
COVID-19 status in Dare
As of Feb. 13, 2021, Dare County’s death count remains at 12 persons. 
The total number of cumulative COVID-19 cases in Dare County is 2,699. 
Active positive resident cases number 134, according to the county’s dashboard, 
with 126 in home isolation and eight hospitalized.
As of Feb. 13, 9,479 doses of coronavirus vaccine have been administered in Dare 
County. That number will surely rise. On Saturday, Dare County Health 
Department and partners administered second doses of vaccine to Dare County 
Schools staff, law enforcement officers, firefighters and emergency medical 
responders.



The Dare County Detention Center, Peak Resources in Nags Head and Spring 
Arbor in Kill Devil Hills remain on the outbreak list.

COVID -19 funds will address pandemic effects 
Dare County Schools are anticipating $2 point 3 million in federal funds to address 
COVID-19 learning loss.
Dare Superintendent John Farrelly announced the funding at the county’s Board 
of Education meeting February 9.
The funds will be used to close achievement gaps, open summer programs, start a 
tutoring program for the current and next terms and add positions, said Farrelly. 
He also said he was awaiting clarity from the state’s Department of Public 
Instruction.
The funding is contained in Senate Bill 36, called 2020 COVID Relief Bill 
Modifications, which allocates $1.6 billion in new federal funds for schools for 
reopening safely for in-person instruction. Governor Roy Cooper signed the 
legislation Feb. 10. The bill, which has other provisions, was passed unanimously 
in both the North Carolina House and Senate.
At the start of the 2020-21 school term, the system’s secondary schools opened 
with a 4 by 4 schedule, which is four, 90-minute classes each semester. A student 
can receive up to 32 credits.
At the end of the meeting, the board of education unanimously passed a policy 
that next year’s incoming ninth grade will be required to earn 26 credits for 
graduation. The policy means that each student has six extra 90-minute blocks 
over the course of four years and the flexibility to take College of The Albemarle 
courses or explore subjects not required for graduation.  
And the board also eliminated the graduation project. 
The board unanimously adopted school calendars for 2021-22 and 2022-23 school 
terms.

Inlets shoaled; February dredging set
Both Oregon Inlet and Hatteras Inlet are badly shoaled.
The U.S. Coast Guard has notified the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer that the two 
inlets along are so degraded that the Coast Guard has no capability to perform 
search and rescue in the Atlantic Ocean.
Both the Dare County Waterways Commission and Oregon Inlet Task Force met 
this past week.



The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has set a dredging schedule for both inlets. The 
sidecaster dredge Merritt arrived in Wanchese Thursday. It will work to cut a 
channel on the west side of Oregon Inlet Bridge. Then the hopper dredge Merden 
will come to work west of the bridge.
The sidecaster then goes to Hatteras Inlet to work on the South Ferry Channel. 
And then the two dredges change places. 
The Waterways Commission adopted a long range work plan with an addition for 
the Rodanthe Federal Channel and Emergency Ferry Route. The commission will 
request that the Dare County Board of Commissioners to support a resolution 
that stresses the importance of funding and continued maintenance of 
Rodanthe’s federal channel and the emergency ferry route. The resolution will be 
addressed to NCDOT and state and federal representatives.

Shrimp workshops set for March
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a series of workshops by web 
conference over several days in March with the shrimp fishery management plan 
advisory committee to review draft Amendment 2 to the Shrimp Fishery 
Management Plan.
Workshop dates are March 2, 4 and 9, March 10, 11 and 15 at varying times. 
The public may listen to the workshops by phone or listen and view presentations 
in real-time by joining online. WebEx meeting links and phone numbers, as well as 
meeting materials can be found on the Shrimp Fishery Management Plan Advisory 
Committee Workshops Page.
The workshops are part of a revised fishery management plan process. The 
workshops participants are the fishery management plan advisory committee and 
the division plan development team members working together to discuss issues 
and refine the draft amendment provided by the division.

Mechanical harvest of oysters halted February 15.
North Carolina Marine Fisheries Proclamation SF-4-2021 closes the mechanical 
harvest of oysters from the public bottom effective at sunrise, Monday, February 
15, 2021.
The intent of this proclamation is to close the commercial harvest of oyster by 
mechanical methods from public bottom, in accordance with the N.C. Oyster 
Fishery Management Plan Amendment 4
 



New beach access area opened
The Cape Hatteras National Seashore recently opened a new beach access parking 
area on the oceanside of NC 12, in between the villages of Avon and Salvo.
The parking area is situated between Ramps 27 and 30, and provides access to 
the adjacent oceanside beach. The site is an unpaved parking lot that is able to 
accommodate roughly 15 vehicles, and it connects with a sandy and cleared path 
to the shoreline, reports the Island Free Press.
The new parking lot is the 16th parking area available for public use within the 
Cape Hatters National Seashore on Hatteras Island.

Cape Hatteras Secondary’s Teacher of the Year named
At the Dare County Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, Cape Hatteras 
Secondary Principal Beth Rooks recognized the school’s teacher of the year and 
saluted several students.
Clay Tiderman, this year’s Teacher of the Year, started his teaching career in 2017 
at Cape Hatteras. He has regenerated the school’s hatchery program. He has 
formed a Surfing Club that has grown from a few students to an organization that 
hosts two surfing competitions a year.
Additionally, Tiderman runs the scoreboard in the school’s gymnasium and 
coaches baseball.
Congratulations.
Seven students were saluted along with 16 junior firefighters. Listen at noon 
every day this week for the accomplishments of these students and the junior 
firefighters on Hatteras Island.

Waves artist wins award
Congratulations to Michael Halminski who received an Excellence Award at the 
43rd Annual Frank Stick Memorial Art Show for his photograph “Green Heron 
Fledglings.” Michael lives and has his studio in Waves.

Great Basketball games at Cape Hatteras
Friday night both Cape Hatteras varsity basketball teams defeated opponents.
The boys varsity played conference rival Bear Grass. 
The Cape Hatteras boys trailed by four at the half and 10 at the end of the third 
quarter.
The Hurricanes went on a scoring binge and tied the score at 41 with just over 
three minutes 20 seconds left in the game. Bear Grass went ahead 43-41. Cape 



Hatteras tied. Bear Grass scored two field goals and a free throw to pull ahead 48 
to 43. Victor Caldera connected at the free line.
With 9 seconds left, Kaleb Spake hit a three pointer to bring Cape Hatteras to 
within one. Bear Grass had the ball under the basket. On the inbounds, a swarm 
of players when after the ball. Spake gained enough possession to toss the ball up 
and in the net as the buzzer sounded.
The Cape Hatteras girls played Manteo. Trailing by three at the end of the first, 
the Lady Hurricanes led by three at the half and five at the end of the third 
quarter. 
Manteo pushed in the fourth quarter. With 18 seconds left, Cape Hatteras led 40 
to 38. Five seconds ticked off the clock with missed free shots from Cape 
Hatteras. With 12 seconds left, Hannah Curcio went to the free line for 1 and 1. 
She made the first. She made the second to push Cape Hatteras to a 42 38 lead. 
Manteo’s Erica Bailey made the game’s last score. Cape Hatteras won the game 
42 to 40.

Rainy weather
As promised, the rains came this past weekend. 
For the upcoming week, several areas of low pressure will lift north as a large 
upper level trough remains over the middle of the country, predicts the National 
Weather Service.
Aside from a couple brief periods of dry weather Monday and Wednesday, 
showery to widespread rainy conditions will persist through the week. 

Now, be safe out there. Stay well. The volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you 
for listening and wish you a Happy Valentine’s Day. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, February 21, 2021.

Planned power outage set for portion of Hatteras Island, Feb. 22
On Monday morning, Feb. 22, a five-minute electric power outage will occur in 
Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon. The outage is scheduled for 7:30.



Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative reports several maintenance projects are 
planned for next week, including the installation of a new circuit breaker in the 
Buxton stepdown station.
Buxton, Frisco, Hatteras and Ocracoke will be served by limited diesel generators 
during the maintenance work.
Sometime next week, power will be switched back with another brief outage. The 
cooperative will post a second outage notice 

COVID-19 Update
North Carolina is currently vaccinating all people in Groups 1 and 2, which include 
health care workers, long-term care staff and residents, and people 65 and older.
On Feb. 24, vaccine eligibility for people in Group 3 will begin in some counties for 
teachers and child care workers and March 10 for additional front-line essential 
workers.
Dare County health director Sheila Davies had requested 3,000 vaccine doses to 
administer vaccinations to all people on the county’s waiting list. That was 
apparently not approved by the state.
For the next three weeks, Dare is scheduled to receive 500 doses each week. The 
state did increase the weekly vaccine doses to Dare by 100 for next week. During 
next week, vaccinations will be administered at the Kill Devil Hills Parks and 
Recreation facility and at the Dare Center in Manteo. The clinics are by 
appointment only.
The Walgreens location at 5312 Virginia Dare Trail, Kitty Hawk, is participating in 
the nationwide program for COVID-19 vaccinations. The pharmacy started 
administering vaccinations last weekend. It did not administer vaccinations due to 
winter weather delay. Go to walgreens dot com for more information and to 
make an appointment at the Kitty Hawk location. 
Dare County’s death count now stands at 13, as a person who was hospitalized 
died. 
The total number of cumulative COVID-19 cases in Dare County is 2,751. 
Active positive resident cases number 95, according to the county’s dashboard, 
with 87 in home isolation and eight hospitalized.
In Dare County, those who are qualified to receive the vaccine can register online 
at darenc.com/Register4vaccine or call 252-475-5008. Those who register will be 
called to schedule an appointment.



As of Feb. 20, 8,232 first doses of coronavirus vaccine have been administered in 
Dare County. Second doses numbering 3,766 have been administered, according 
to the state’s dashboard.
The Dare County Detention Center reports no new COVID-19 cases. Facilities 
remain on the outbreak list for an extended period of time following the last 
active case. Peak Resources in Nags Head and Spring Arbor in Kill Devil Hills 
remain on the outbreak list.

Dare County hires an extra deputy
On Feb.16, Dare County Board of Commissioners authorized hiring a new sheriff’s 
deputy to provide transportation for non-custodial substance abuse patients to 
out-of-county treatment locations.
The recommendation for the additional deputy came from the county’s Substance 
Abuse Task Force.
Annually, about 100 patients request help to get to a treatment center.
Dare County’s Sheriff Doug Doughtie has agreed to provide the transport service. 
The additional deputy position will give the Sheriff the staffing flexibility to 
transport patients.
The position will be funded using a combination of monies from the Drug Court 
Diversion Program fund, contingency or the sheriff’s budget for this budget year. 
The position will be carried annually in the sheriff’s budget.
To outfit a new deputy, the cost is $18,150 and includes uniform, radio, gun and 
other items. The annual salary with benefits is $66,305. The new deputy will 
eventually need a vehicle.
In addition, the commissioners ordered the County’s tax Collector to publish tax 
liens on unpaid 2020 real estate taxes. The total unpaid property taxes as of Feb. 
5, 2021 are $1,936,300.23. Unpaid taxes will be advertised in the March 28, 2021, 
edition of The Coastland Times. 

It’s been a week of strong, rainy weather.
On Monday and early Tuesday morning, 54 mile per hour gusts raked Avon. 
Standing water and sand on NC 12 resulted in hazardous travel conditions, 
especially in Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge where NCDOT staffers worked to 
stabilize dunes.
Two inches of rain were dumped from Thursday until Friday noon according to 
the weather services automatic recording equipment at the Frisco airport. The 
National Weather Service posted a flash flood watch.



As a result of the regional rain event, mostly minor to moderate flooding is 
expected along area rivers and creeks. However, the Tar River in Greenville is 
expected to crest right at Major Flood stage sometime Sunday night/Monday 
morning.
On Thursday, in the state’s northern and western counties, an ice storm struck 
causing 23,000 power outages.
Winter weather across the nation resulted in shipping delays from vaccine 
manufacturers to health departments and medical providers across the country.

Time to fill out a kindergarten interest form
Dare County Schools is preparing for the 2021-22 school term.
The system is asking for parents with children who turn five on or before August 
31 to complete the Dare County Schools Kindergarten Interest Form.
By completing the form, the school system will send notice about kindergarten 
opening and provide a link to tour schools virtually.
The online link for the Interest Form can be found at daretolearn.org. To request 
a form by mail or to seek answers to questions, contact Kelly Flora at (252) 480-
8888.

Black sea bass fishery opens north of Cape Hatteras
North Carolina Marine Fisheries Proclamation FF-15-2021 opens the Atlantic 
Ocean commercial black sea bass fishery north of Cape Hatteras at 12:01 A.M., 
Monday, February 22, 2021, and sets the harvest period and offload limits. The 
fishery will close by proclamation once the annual North Carolina quota is 
reached.
Harvest limits are set by type of gear and range from 100 to 2,000 pounds.
 
Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station receives grant
Dare County’s Tourism Board granted Chicamacomico Historical Association 
$22,610 to repair water damage. The funds will be used to repair the structure’s 
water damaged floor and add storm doors to mitigate future damage. The 
damage was caused when rain water entered through two sliding doors.

Avon public meeting about beach nourishment on Wednesday at 6 o’clock
Dare County Board of Commissioners will hold a virtual public meeting about 
Avon Beach Nourishment, Wednesday, February 24, 2021, starting at 6 o’clock.



During the meeting, a presentation of the Avon Beach Nourishment Project will 
be provided. The Board will give property owners an opportunity to share their 
input. The virtual meeting will be available for viewing online at you tube dot com 
slash dare county.
Comments or questions about the project may be emailed to DareCountyPR at 
DareNC dot com prior to Feb. 24. Use “Avon Beach Nourishment” in the subject 
line.
To participate in the meeting, register online at DareNC dot com slashAvonBN. 
Those registering will receive a response that confirms registration and provides 
information about how to access the virtual meeting. 
Frequently asked questions with answers can be found on the Dare County 
website and on Island Free Press.

Be Safe out there. Stay well. All the volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for 
listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, February 28, 2021.

A Virtual Meeting was held about Avon beach nourishment project, starting at 6 
o’clock, February 24. The meeting ended two hours later/
During the meeting, Dare County Manager Bobby Outten presented a comprehensive 
and informative review of the proposed beach nourishment project.
An extensive range of topics was addressed. Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent 
Tom Hranicka summarizes the main points as follows: 
- The beach area to be nourished is about 2 and a half miles from Due East Drive to the 
north of Avon Pier to the southern boundary of Avon.
- The new beach will be 100 to 125 feet wide.
- The project can be completed in 90 days if the weather cooperates. The project will 
cost about $11 million, if the Avon project is bid with the Buxton village project.
- Construction is slated for Spring 2022.
- The project cost would be shared between Avon property owners and Dare County, 
which funding coming from occupancy tax revenue.
-  The biggest announcement during the meeting was the reduction in the proposed tax 
rate. As now proposed, properties east of NC 12 and adjacent to the nourished area 



would pay 25 cents per $100 valuation and west of NC 12 and the north remnant of the 
oceanside will be charged 5 cents per $100 valuation.
The significant reduction, writes Hranicka, was made possible when the final occupancy 
tax receipts for 2020 were reported and the county had more money in the Beach 
Nourishment Fund than the initial calculation indicated.
Outten said without beach nourishment
- erosion will continue
- homes will sustain flood damage
- tourism will be negatively affected
- NC 12 will continue to flood, disrupting travel on the island
- businesses and people’s livelihoods will be negatively impacted.
The county manager summarized the central issue as the cost for not doing the project 
seems to be greater than the cost for doing it.
Outten and the Dare County Board of Commissioners will review the public’s input on 
the proposed project and make a decision on how to proceed at an upcoming board 
meeting. Before the project moves forward, an official tax rate will be set, a second 
letter will be mailed to Avon property owners, and a public hearing will be held. 
Dare County has released a video of the Avon beach nourishment virtual public meeting 
that was livestreamed on the county’s YouTube channel. To watch the video of the Avon 
beach nourishment virtual public meeting, go to Dare nc dot com.
For more information about the Avon beach nourishment project—including an 
extensive list of frequently asked questions—visit DareNC dot com slash AvonBN.

Coronavirus update
North Carolina’s numbers continue to show improvement and vaccine distribution is 
increasing. As a result, on February 24, Governor Roy Cooper issued Executive Order 195 
easing some COVID-19 restrictions.
Executive Order No. 195 took effect Friday. It will expire March 26 at 5 o’clock.
The Modified Stay at Home Order requiring people to stay at home and businesses to 
close to the public between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m. is lifted.
A statewide mask mandate is still in place.
Social gatherings indoors increase from 10 to 25, while 50 remains the limit for 
outdoors.
Sale of alcohol for onsite consumption can now stop at 11 p.m. 
Executive Order No. 195 has two general categories of occupancy restrictions.
30% Capacity Limit (may not exceed 250-persons in indoor spaces) which includes bars, 
meeting spaces, movie theaters for example. 
50% Capacity Limit including Restaurants, Breweries, Distilleries, Fitness and Physical 
Activity Facilities, Pools, Museums and Aquariums, Retailers, Outdoor areas of 
Amusement Parks, Salons, Personal Care, Tattoo Parlors,



Go to the governors 

About Vaccinations. North Carolina is vaccinating all people in Groups 1 and 2, which 
include health care workers, long-term care staff and residents, and people 65 and 
older.
On Feb. 24, vaccine eligibility for people in Group 3 started for teachers. Additional 
front-line essential workers become eligible March 10.
In Dare County, 821 people in Groups 1 and 2 were scheduled for vaccination and 2,206 
people are on the waiting list as of February 21. The Dare Health Division will continue 
vaccinating Phase 1 and 2. For the week of March 1, Dare is receiving an extra 500 doses 
to bring the total to 1,000 vaccinations for that week. If that level of doses continues to 
be provided, the waiting list in Phases 1 and 2 will be finished and essential worker 
vaccinations may start March 10.
Dare County educators, law enforcement and other frontline workers have received two 
doses of vaccine and are now concluding the two-week waiting period. Dare County 
Schools reopen for in-person education March 1, 2021.
In Dare County, those who are qualified to receive the vaccine can register online at 
darenc.com/Register4vaccine or call 252-475-5008. Those who register will be called to 
schedule an appointment.

COVID-19 status in Dare
As of Feb. 26, 2021, Dare County’s death count is 14 persons. A hospitalized person died 
Feb. 24 to increase the number. 
The total number of cumulative COVID-19 cases in Dare County is 2,777. 
Active positive resident cases number 38 according to the county’s dashboard, with 35 
in home isolation and three hospitalized.
As of Friday, February 26, some 8,398 first doses of coronavirus vaccine have been 
administered in Dare County. Second doses numbering 5,741 have been administered, 
according to the state’s dashboard.

Drone inspects Oregon Inlet bridge columns; regular inspection begins Monday 
The new and award-winning Oregon Inlet bridge is the first in the state to be inspected 
for safety using a drone.
The North Carolina Department of Transportation used the tool for the first time this 
past week to inspect the bridge as part of the regular biennial inspection process, 
officials said Thursday.
Inspection crews monitored live high-definition video feeds from the drone as it was 
flown around the bridge’s 10 largest columns, looking for any potential defects that 
would require further action.



The drone used for this inspection is equipped with detect-and-avoid technology that 
allows it to operate within a foot of the bridge structure without risk of crash.
NCDOT intends to use drones to conduct bridge inspections faster, which officials said 
would save money and reduce the need for lane closures.
A waiver granted to NCDOT in 2020 by the Federal Aviation Administration allows the 
department to operate drones beyond visual line of sight when inspecting bridges. This 
lets the operator fly the drone around pillars, between girders, and even inside columns.
Starting this Monday, March 1 through March 18, contractors for the state’s 
Department of Transportation will conduct a routine condition check of the new bridge.
One lane of NC 12 over the bridge will be closed during daylight hours. Flaggers will 
alternative traffic.

Outer Banks Feature Film Seeking Local Talent For Production
Outer Banks based Rayolight Productions is gearing up and seeking local talent for its 
latest project, a feature-length high school sports film titled Call Sign Romeo.
The film highlights the story of a high school senior as he navigates his life challenges 
and strives to land a spot at his college of choice. 
With plans for production to begin in March and with filming anticipated to last through 
May, the production is seeking area locals to help fill a handful of paid supporting 
speaking roles and serve as background extras. The production is also seeking original 
recorded music from area bands to set the mood of the film's action packed wrestling 
scenes and as its soundtrack.
Interested actors and musicians are encouraged to visit Call sign romeo dot com for 
more information about the project, character descriptions, and instructions for 
auditions and music submissions. The casting call will remain open until the roles are 
filled, and interested talent are encouraged to submit headshots, resumes, reels, and 
contact information by March 12, 2021. The producers will contact those selected from 
submissions.

Cape Hatteras Lighthouse restoration project is starting.
The Cape Hatteras Lighthouse Restoration project is about to begin, and the Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore has created a new page on its website where the public can 
learn about the endeavor, and track the progress as the work is underway.
The new page can be found at go dot nps dot gov slash c a h a lighthouse restoration. 
The detailed design work for the project is already underway. In preparation for 
contracting the full project, seashore staff is also currently performing work that will 
assist with finalizing the restoration plans. That work includes:

 Testing exterior paint removal methods.
 Monitoring interior humidity to understand historic water intrusion and 

condensation



 Removing all the interior paint to help the park and potential contractors fully 
assess the condition of the interior masonry and metalwork prior to restoration.

Paint removal in the interior of the lighthouse is expected to start in early or mid-March, 
and will continue through early summer 2021.

Mystery needs solving; get clues at Fessenden Center
A murder mystery needs to be solved on Hatteras Island! Dr. Wray Neewinter has been 
murdered by one of the Fessenden Center crew! Starting at noon on Monday, March 1, 
stop by the Fessenden Center to pick up a Clue packet with the list of suspects, 
weapons, and locations. Clues will be scattered from Rodanthe to Hatteras! The clues 
will be posted island wide until March 15. Details will be in the packet. Solve the 
mystery and see if you and your family are Cluemasters!

Dare County Board of Commissioners convenes March 1 at 9 a.m. in the Commissioners 
meeting room at 954 Marshall C. Collins Dr., in Manteo.
The public can watch the meeting live on youtube.com/DareCounty.
The meeting agenda opens with a public hearing on Dare County Home Health and 
Hospice. On Feb. 1, the board passed a “Resolution of Intent to consider sale or 
otherwise convey its home health and hospice agency … in a manner that ensures the 
continued provision of quality health care to the community it serves.”
Dare County Waterways Commission brings its long-range work plan to the board.

Virtual Rodanthe Bridge update set for March 4
NCDOT will hold a virtual update on the Rodanthe Bridge project on Thursday, March 4, 
starting at 5 p.m. To join the meeting from a computer, tablet or smartphone, go to: 
global dot gotomeeting dot com slash join slash 543 757 085
People may listen to the audio portion of the meeting by calling 1-408-650-3213. When 
prompted, use the access code 543 757 085.

Congratulations to Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men
The Outer Banks Community Foundation awarded the Cape Hatteras United Methodist 
Men its 2020 Champion Award at the foundation’s annual meeting February 16, 2021.
The Methodist men was one of three Champion Award winners in 2020, and the other 
two winners were the Ocracoke Fire Protection Association and Interfaith Community 
Outreach.
Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men has been working hard clearing up Hurricane 
Dorian damage. The organization helped Ocracoke residents after Dorian hit the island 
in Septembr 2019 and is now lifting mobile trailers that have experienced repeated 
flooding. 

http://youtube.com/DareCounty
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUXerywhrhRCoJBEs1KMiZWvoEji9wSFRyWr9lOdq9OiX2ae50iB8JEbAvM3z-2Baw-2F0g-3D-3DyHQ1_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuJnAwjLpLt2b-2FMYnRcSEFtemHtawOY-2FShl4xisFEpQrkUq3zrX5VB4j7e0wCbW35zHKuveg37kmXBLrxI9SsG4WnkkfmgjPtzQRFUGX-2F4u2fhQJyvJWnEY4-2F-2BpqulxsReFfqnqZcAGErijsJodrB7f67rMCbHmRfIGM4a-2F4-2B2RcK5uxfsIVgwY6ysJMESJepjkQjvyjjLbcFj3nENFx8ni9MhPqEcpu-2F3Uzyap-2F32FkrJMU0xVOJSJcSBqK1ngR0fJw4gC9SYs3571ONp7IBabWFYqEuPyRTEGFLxX2MtNHMuXQ4SFYtXxcm52W7o1cNkk-2FBVTMPgz8GvDyWX6bxeQA-3D


And Congratulations to Island Free Press from Radio Hatteras
The Island Free Press was honored to win 19 North Carolina Press Association Awards at 
the association’s annual convention, which was held virtually on Friday, February 26.
Island Free Press brought home 16 editorial awards and three advertising awards, which 
included first-place wins for photography, feature writing, e-mail newsletter, use of 
social media, and arts and entertainment reporting, as well as a third-place honor for 
the NCPA’s Public Service Award.

The volunteers at Radio Hatteras thank you for listening. Be safe out there. Stay well. 
This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, March 7, 2021.

Rodanthe bridge is 63% complete; finish expected late 2021 or early 2022
NCDOT is aiming to finish the Rodanthe bridge in late December 2021 or early 2022.
The state’s transportation agency held a virtual quarterly update meeting March 4.
Pablo Hernandez, NCDOT’s resident engineer, reeled off status statistics: 75 of 108 
bents are in place; 253 of 352 piles are pounded in; 228 of 388 concrete girders are 
placed; and 64 of 107 concrete deck spans have been poured.
Some 43 more deck pours are slated. Hernandez said to expect early morning deck 
pours to start up in mid-April to early May.
At the south end of the bridge, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative has installed conduit 
underground. This conduit connects the bridge to a riser to be constructed at NC 12. All 
conduit on the bridge and underground must be installed before cable is run.
A turnaround will be installed at the end of the NC 12 in Mirlo Beach. NCDOT is looking 
at the parking situation at that end.
Hernandez said existing sand bags will remain in place and that an east-west dune and 
sandbags will be constructed at the termination of NC 12. 
More bridge details:
At Corbina Drive, the bridge is 1,400 feet from the shoreline. At the bridge straightaway, 
the distance on average is 1,200 feet.
The height of the bridge from the water is 17.3 feet. This bridge will not have a high rise 
or humpback.
The bridge has two, eight-foot shoulders, like the Oregon Inlet bridge, but no dedicated 
bike lane. It has no fishing access.



Hatteras village pathway project starting soon
The Hatteras village pathway project has selected a contractor and is moving quickly 
ahead with constructing pathways on NC 12 through the village and on Eagle Pass Road.
A Notice of Award was sent to Barnhill Contracting which submitted a $1,165,027 bid on 
March 1.
The next steps will be a pre-construction meeting, contract signing and the issuance of a 
Notice to Proceed.
An estimated timeline shows construction starting on Eagle Pass and then working 
through the village on NC 12 to the Welcome to Hatteras sign. The entire project is 
expected to be finished by August 15, 2021.
Championing the project is the Hatteras Village Community Center District Board of 
Trustees and a partnership with the Hatteras Village Civic Association.
Financing is complete with funds from the community center trustees and a grant from 
the Dare County Tourism Board. The civic association through the Cape Hatteras Electric 
Cooperative will receive a $360,000 loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 
Economic Development Loan and Grant Program. The trustees will pay back the 10-year, 
no interest loan.

Coronavirus update 
The North Carolina COVID-19 Alert System reflects the downward trends in the spread 
of the virus.
Reported are decreasing trends in numbers of COVID-19 cases; of people being 
hospitalized with COVID-19; of people in intensive care units and in the percent of tests 
that are positive.
Case rates are down more than 15-fold in long-term care facility settings, attributed to 
early vaccinations and decreased community spread.
Dare County remains at orange, indicating substantial spread of coronavirus. 
Across the United States, an average of 2 million people a day are getting vaccinated.
More than 1 million people in North Carolina have received both doses of the 
coronavirus vaccine as of Thursday. A total of 2.7 million doses have been administered 
statewide.
In North Carolina and Dare County, vaccinations are available for Phase 1, 2 and 3. 
These phases include health care workers, long-term care staff and residents; anyone 65 
years or older, regardless of health status or living situation; and frontline essential 
workers. 
Across North Carolina, 11,502 people have died from coronavirus as of March 6. 
People hospitalized with COVID-19 number 1,179.
New cases numbered 2,027 on March 6.
And the percentage of positive tests to the number of tests taken is 4.2%, which is 
under the 5% goal.



As a reminder. The first confirmed case of coronavirus in North Carolina was reported 
March 3, 2020, year ago this past Wednesday.

COVID-19 status in Dare
As of March 5, 2021, Dare County’s death count remains at 14 persons. 
The total number of cumulative COVID-19 cases in Dare County is 2,799. On March 5, 
seven new cases were reported with five residents 17 and under and two residents 25 
to 49 years of age. On March 5, three more new cases were added.
Active positive resident cases number 22 according to the county’s dashboard, with 21 
in home isolation and one hospitalized.
As of Friday, 9,656 first doses of coronavirus vaccine have been administered in Dare 
County. Second doses numbering 6,612 have been administered, according to the 
state’s dashboard.

Dare County schools reopened Monday, March 1, 2021.
Elementary children in all grades are back in school. In Middle and High Schools, 
students are on a hybrid schedule. Online classes are also offered.
Overall, Dare County has 5,150 students. Face-to-Face students number 3,929 and 
virtual students number 1,221. In grades K through 5, 392 students remain online. In 
grades 6 through 12, the online students total 829.
Dare County Board of Education will meet March 9, 2021.
At 4 o’clock, the board starts a closed session to preserve the attorney-client privilege 
and consider confidential personnel matters.
A 5 o’clock, the board begins its regularly scheduled March meeting.
Superintendent John Farrelly will provide an update on reopening schools and North 
Carolina High School Athletic Association protocols. 
The superintendent will also request a budget workshop.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the meeting will be broadcast live for the general public 
on the Dare County Schools website at dare to learn dot org. A form to submit public 
comments for the regular monthly meeting is also available on the Dare County Schools 
website 48 hours prior to the meeting.

Dare board receives waterways work plan
On March 1, Dare County’s Board of Commissioners received an update on the county’s 
waterways and five recommended planning actions for the Waterways Commission.
Brent Johnson, Dare County’s project manager and Waterways administrator, made the 
presentation. Steve Coulter, who chairs the Dare County Waterways Commission, 
attended the meeting in person.
The commission formed a working group to look at long-range planning actions needed 
for the county’s waterways. The group’s work was discussed by the Commission.



The result is five planning actions. Four of the five actions address Hatteras waterways:
First, obtain permits for Dare County to dredge all channels in Hatteras Inlet and the 
inlet bar with the new public-private partner dredge now under construction.
Next, formally ask the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to add the Hatteras Inlet Bar to the 
federal authorization
Third, update the 2013 Hatteras Economic Impact study. The result would be useful in 
grant writing.
Finally, request the Dare County commissioners to pass a resolution stressing the 
importance of funding and continued maintenance of the Rodanthe Federal Channel 
and emergency ferry route.
The Dare County Waterways Commission meets Monday night, March 8 at 7 o’clock. Go 
to Dare N C dot com. Find the notice on the home page to the meet. Click on the 
meeting notice for the link to the meeting.

Busiest January ever at national seashore
Cape Hatteras National Seashore shared this information.
January 2021 was the busiest January ever at Cape Hatteras National Seashore. January 
visitation records have been broken three years in a row.
Despite almost two months of pandemic-related restricted access to Dare and Hyde 
counties, the Seashore still hosted 2,645,477 visits in 2020, the highest number in 17 
years, and a 1.49 percent increase over 2019. Last year was so busy that the Seashore 
hosted almost 14,000 more visits than in 1999 when the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse was 
moved.
A new webpage was created to help keep track of the upcoming Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse restoration project. Once an interior paint removal project is completed, 
there is a possibility of a short climbing season at the lighthouse later this summer.

Fessenden Center is open
The Fessenden Center reopened Wednesday, March 3. A mix of in-person and virtual 
classes are held. The schedule for in-person activities—such as fitness classes and 
pickleball—will be modified on the dates when COVID-19 vaccine clinics are held. 
Participants are encouraged to check the fitness calendar each day in case there are no 
in-person classes being held that day. On Tuesday, March 23 at 2 in the afternoon, Car 
Bingo is offered. Reserve a spot by calling 475-5650.

New Marine Resources Committee meets
A new General Assembly committee, the Marine Resources and Aquaculture committee, 
will hold its first legislation review on March 10 at 10 in the morning. One piece of 
legislation to be reviewed addresses abandoned and derelict vessels. Representative 
Bobby Hanig, who represents Dare and other northeastern North Carolina counties, 



chairs the committee. The audio/video livestream will be posted on the North Carolina 
General Assembly Legislative Calendar at n c l e g dot gov slash Legislative Calendar. 

Barbecue fundraiser set for March 12
On Friday, March 12, Fair Haven United Methodist Church in Rodanthe will hold a 
Barbecue Dinner Fundraiser.
Starting at 5 o’clock and running until sold out are plates with pulled pork barbecue, 
slaw, baked beans and a roll. 
The great dinner, for donations only, will fund community projects inside Rodanthe, 
Waves and Salvo. 
The address for Fair Haven United Methodist Church is 24240 Trade Winds Drive, 
Rodanthe.

Be safe out there. Stay well. All the volunteers at this community radio station say 
thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for Sunday, March 14, 2021.

We start today with a Coronavirus Update
Dare is accepting requests for appointments for Groups 1 through 4 and Hyde 
County is open for anyone wanting a coronavirus vaccination. Albemarle Regional 
Health Services, which covers an eight-county area, is now compiling its waiting 
list for all those who wish vaccination.
Groups 1 through 4 includes health care workers and long-term care staff and 
residents, adults 65 and older, frontline essential workers and adults at higher risk 
for exposure and increased risk of severe illness.
To register in Dare County, go online to dare n c dot com, punch COVID-19 and 
then vaccine information or call (252) 475-5008.
As of March 12, 2021, Dare County’s death count remains at 14 persons.
The total number of cumulative COVID-19 cases in Dare County is 2,835 on March 
12. Active positive resident cases number 24 according to the county’s dashboard, 
with 22 in home isolation. On Friday, Dare County reported that two people from 
Dare County are currently hospitalized with the coronavirus.



At March 12, Peak Resources in Nags Head remains on the outbreak list as does 
the Dare County Detention Center
For this upcoming week, Dare County will receive 500 doses, the standard 
allocation, and 1,170 Pfizer doses for a special event.
On Saturday, the terrific Dare County team was scheduled to vaccinate 1,500 
people.

Visitation in long-term care facilities
On March 12, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 
updated its visitation guidance for long-term care facilities to allow for in-person, 
indoor or outdoor, visitation in most circumstances.
The change aligns with new guidance released this week from the Centers of 
Medicare and Medicaid Services and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and reflects rapidly improving trends in long-term care facilities.
In Dare County, two long-term care facilities exist: Peak Resources in Nags Head 
and Spring Arbor in Kill Devil Hills.
Both facilities websites recommend contacting the facility for the rules.

Update on Hatteras village pathways project
In Hatteras village on Friday, March 12, a Notice to Proceed with building 
pathways for the village was signed. The Notice is effective March 15.
The Hatteras village project will construct paved pathways on NC 12 through the 
village and on Eagle Pass Road.
The contractor is Barnhill Contracting which submitted a $1.17 million dollar bid.
An estimated timeline shows construction starting on Eagle Pass and then 
working through the village on NC 12 to the Welcome to Hatteras sign. The entire 
project is expected to be finished by Aug. 15, 2021.
Championing the project are the Hatteras Village Community Center District 
Board of Trustees and a partnership with the Hatteras Village Civic Association.
Financing is complete with funds from the community center trustees and a 
$342,640 grant from the Dare County Tourism Board. The civic association 
through the Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative will receive a $360,000 loan from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant 
Program. The trustees will pay back the 10-year, no interest loan.



Hatteras Inlet remains clogged.
The U S Army Corps of Engineers Dredge Merritt has not punched through the 
south ferry channel. Extreme low tides, down a foot or more, have made side-
casting next to impossible.
Ernie Foster, a member of the Dare County Waterways Commission, calls it an 
“extreme emergency.”
Some shallow draft vessels have found a way out to the ocean bar. 
On Monday, representatives of the Corps of Engineers will assess the situation. 
Dare County has paid for 28 days of dredging by the Corps. Monday will be the 
11th of 28 days.

Rodanthe Harbor boat ramp project to start soon
Starting April 5, the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission will begin work 
on a new public boat ramp at the Rodanthe Harbor.
The project is a partnership with Dare County which owns most of the T-shaped 
harbor.
Information from Dare County indicates that access to the existing boat ramp will 
be closed for 90 days while the new structure is completed. After that, a paving 
contractor will create parking slots for trucks and trailers and work on the 
roadway.
The Rodanthe Harbor, or Rodanthe Creek as it is sometimes called, is the site of 
the emergency ferry dock, an emergency helicopter landing pad and the recycling 
center for Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo. All these facilities will remain open during 
construction.
The six local commercial watermen will continue to dock at the existing bulkhead.
Plans for the proposed boat ramp and dock have been in progress since March 
2017, when Dare County hosted a public open house at the Rodanthe-Waves-
Salvo Community Building.

Invasive Zebra Mussel Found in Pet Store Products in North Carolina
Do you have an aquarium? Have your purchased moss ball plant for that 
aquarium.
The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission is urging pet and aquarium 
stores and aquarium owners to remove and safely dispose of any moss ball plant 
designed for aquariums. Invasive zebra mussels were discovered inside the 



products labeled as “Marimo Moss Ball Plant Grab & Go” and “Mini Mariom Moss 
Balls.”  
In North Carolina, it is illegal to possess zebra mussels which clog pipelines used 
for water filtration, render beaches unusable, and damage boats. They also 
negatively impact aquatic ecosystems by harming native organisms.
Zebra mussels have been confirmed in moss balls sold at retailers in North 
Carolina, including PetSmart. If you have purchased moss balls within the past 
month, follow the instructions about how to properly destroy them and clean 
aquariums. An overabundance of caution is suggested if you've purchases ANY 
moss balls recently. 
For more info, go to n c wildlife dot org. 

Think before burning yard debris during spring wildfire season
In North Carolina, March through May is historically recognized as spring wildfire 
season, a period when conditions are more favorable for wildfire. As residents 
begin working in yards, the N.C. Forest Service urges them to think before burning 
yard debris.
“Every year, almost 40 percent of wildfires in North Carolina are the result of 
careless debris burning,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Check the 
weather. Make sure you’re prepared to burn before you do. Never leave a debris 
fire unattended, and always have a water source and phone nearby in case you 
need them,” said Troxler.
In Dare County, a burn permit from the Fire Marshal's Office is required before 
starting any fire on Hatteras Island, an unincorporated areas of Dare County. The 
only material allowed to be burned is yard waste produced on the property. 
Permits must be requested in advance. Contact the Fire Marshal's Office at 252-
475-5751, or submit an online request through the North Carolina Division of 
Forest Resources.

Have you been looking for the weather radar from Newport?
It’s not there. A weather radar outage was set for today and Monday.
The radar operated by NOAA's National Weather Service in Newport will be down 
through Monday for the replacement of the generator.
The generator is used to support the radar’s operation during times of power 
outages.
During the downtime, adjacent radars will be available, including: Wakefield at 
KAKQ, Wilmington at KLTX, and Raleigh at KRAX. 



For direct access to any of these surrounding radar sites, go to radar dot weather 
dot gov. 

Cape Hatteras National Seashore reminds boaters and paddlers of cold water 
temperatures
As air temperatures in the region increase, visitors planning to use Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore’s public boat ramps and kayak launches in the near future 
should be aware that water temperatures may be much colder.
Along with dressing for the water temperature, not the air temperature, the U.S. 
Coast Guard recommends that boaters and paddlers have a VHF-FM marine radio 
on hand to call for help during an emergency, wear a life jacket, and bring along 
other safety equipment. 

Science Olympiad Team for 2021 competes statewide
Cape Hatteras Secondary School would like to recognize the great 
accomplishments of the school’s Science Olympiad team. 
The team members for Division B, for middle schools, are Brody Paddock, Michael 
Bruner, Colin Midgett, Elli Aiken, Gracie Fuller, Xander Aiken, Joey Lettieri, Liam 
Van Druten and Zeke Willis. These students competed against 19 other schools.
The team members for Division C for high schools are Alice Oden, Calia Babilonia, 
Clara Oden, Conner Tawes, Eliza Quidley, Elizabeth Muller, Emmi Baker, Grace 
Vernesonio, Bella Lettieri, Kat Quigley, Laura Hooper, Lillian Quist, Marion Sauer 
and Sherlyn Mendieta.
High School students competed against 26 other schools.
These students came to school on Saturday, February 20 and Saturday, March 6 
to compete in the Science Olympiad tournament virtually. Here are some of the 
highlights of that competition: 
Middle grades teammates finished:
4th in Codebusters by Xander Aiken and Liam Van Druten
6th in Anatomy & Physiology by Colin Midgett and Gracie Fuller
And eighth place finishes went to Zeke Willis in Circuit Lab; Michael Bruner and 
Colin Midgett in Ornithology; and Brody Paddock and Michael Bruner in Mystery 
Architecture
Cape Hatteras High School teams brought home three ninth place finishes:
Clara Oden and Marion Sauer in Designer Genes; Clara Oden, Elizabeth Muller and 
Conner Tawes in Experimental Design; and Emmi Baker and Alice Oden in Mystery 
Architecture.



Cape Hatteras Sports
The North Carolina High School Athletic Association published its final draft for 
the 2021 to 2025 Conference Alignment.
Cape Hatteras remains in 1A East Conference 1 with Bear Grass Charter, 
Columbia, Mattamuskeet and Ocracoke.
Preliminary brackets published Saturday, March 13, show the Cape Hatteras boys 
soccer team playing in the state tournament. The date was not posted.

Large Item Pickup
Dare County has announced that the Large Item pickup on Hatteras Island will be 
during the week of March 22.
Have all items that need to be collected placed at the curb no later than 8 o’clock 
Monday morning March 22. 
Dare County Public Works will start in Hatteras Village and then work northward. 
Once the items have been removed from your house, do not place more items 
out as there will not be a second pass.
Large-item pickup is for residential customers only. No commercial business 
debris will be picked up.
This is the only large-item pickup for the year.

Dare County Board of Commissioners meets Monday, March 15 at 5 o’clock
On the agenda is a discussion of Tax Service Districts for the Avon beach 
nourishment project.
Additionally, the commissioners will hear a report about the Dredge Material 
Permit project, which has been before the Dare County Waterways Commission 
and the Oregon Inlet Task Force. The commissioners are asked to pass two 
resolutions, approve equipment financing for the year and take up broadband.
This will be the first commissioners’ meeting where virtual public comments will 
be accepted during the public comment period.
Since March 2020, the commissioner meetings have livestreamed on YouTube 
and people were encouraged to send comments by email, which is still possible.
To register to offer public comment during the March 15 Dare County Board of 
Commissioners meeting, go to dare n c dot com and click on the Commissioners 
Meeting button. The resulting page has the link for registration.
Now, be safe out there. Stay well. For all the volunteers at Radio Hatteras, 
thank you for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for Sunday, March 21, 2021.

Happy Spring.
Saturday, March 20, at 5:37 in the morning the sun was directly positioned over 
the equator or the 2021 vernal equinox occurred. So Spring is here. But rugged 
winter weather came last week and into the weekend.
On Thursday afternoon, the islanders went home after weather warnings of 
thunderstorms, tornadoes and high winds. Early Friday morning, after a bit of 
calm, the winds shifted to Northeast where they remained. Ferry runs between 
Hatteras and Ocracoke islands were canceled and started limited service around 
1:30 Saturday afternoon. Call 252-996-6000 to confirm departed times.
At low tide, ocean water breached in Mirlo Beach. Jarvis Towing was active. 
NCDOT had the road cleared of sand around 6 Saturday morning.

Avon beach nourishment project started
The Avon beach nourishment project is closer from action this past week. 
On March 15, Dare County’s commissioners voted unanimously to authorize 
County Manager Bobby Outten to begin the lengthy process of setting up tax 
service districts in Avon. The process could take 60 days to complete.
It’s a two-step approval process. The tax districts’ boundaries must be drawn and 
approved. The  second action is setting the tax rate needs as part of the county’s 
budget process.
As currently proposed, the additional tax assessment for properties along much of 
the oceanside is 25 cents per $100 assessed value. All other properties including 
those on oceanside in north Avon and on the west side of NC 12 will pay 5 cents 
per $100 assessed value.
During public comment at the March 15 meeting, four people spoke and one sent 
an email to the commissioners.

COVID-19 status
Dare County is now making appointments for all who want to be vaccinated 
against the coronavirus. Call Monday through Friday, 252-475-5008 to make an 
appointment or go online to dare N C dot com, click on the COVID button on the 
left, and then on the vaccine button for the registration form.



On Saturday, Dare County reported 2,889 total, lab-confirmed cases accumulated 
since last March. Of that total 1,973 are residents who have tested positive. 
Currently, 34 people have active cases and all are in home isolation. No one from 
Dare County is hospitalized as of Saturday. Sadly, 14 people in Dare County have 
died from the virus over the past year. Since last Sunday, 42 people have been 
lab-confirmed with coronavirus. Of that total, 31 are residents. 
Here’s special announcement for 16 and 17 year olds.
On Monday, March 22, a special Pfizer vaccine clinic is scheduled. People ages 16 
and 17 who are interested can make an appointment by going online to dare N C 
dot com and clicking on the COVID button on the left, and then on the vaccine 
button for the registration form. Do it tonight!

Hatteras Island economy is robust
The simply summary of Hatteras Island’s economy is that the numbers are off the 
charts, writes Radio Hatteras business correspondent Tom Hranicka.
According to the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau, occupancy tax receipts were up 663 
percent in January of this year compared to last year. Occupancy tax receipts are 
a function of rental income.
Also in January, meal tax receipts, which reflect income from food service 
businesses, increased 41 percent over results from January 2020.
The real estate market continues to be red hot, says Hranicka.
Sales of rental properties were 130 percent higher than for the first two months 
of last year. Median sale price of homes was 27 percent higher and total dollar 
value of sales through February was 186 percent above the same period last year.
Hranicka writes, “if there are potential storm clouds on the horizon, it might be 
only 75 homes are for sale on the entire island, a decrease of 75 percent from this 
time last year.”
A possible side effect of diminishing home sale inventory is the increase in 
undeveloped lot purchases, which are 160 percent higher than the end of 
February 2020.

Income tax information
When the covid relief bill was recently passed, a provision made unemployment 
compensation exempt from Federal income tax for the first $10,200 in payments. 
If you received unemployment during 2020 and have already filed a federal 
income tax return for last year, you were likely taxed on the amount of 
unemployment assistance you received.



It is possible the Internal Revenue Service will automatically refund the income 
tax already paid by you on unemployment assistance.
However, if that does not happen, early taxpayers will need to amend 2020 
income tax returns.
For additional information, consult with a tax preparer or accountant.

Resilience grant for Hatteras Island
The North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality’s Division of Coastal 
Management is awarding grants to 25 communities for technical assistance in risk 
assessment and resilience planning work.
The new Resilient Coastal Communities Program serves as coastal North 
Carolina’s framework for communities to develop and implement a locally driven 
Resilience Strategy and implement projects or activities which reduce the impacts 
of coastal and climate hazards like flooding and storms. 
The program is being implemented over four phases: Community Engagement 
and Risk & Vulnerability Assessment; Planning, Project Selection and 
Prioritization; Project Engineering and Design; and Implementation.
Dare County for Hatteras Island is among the counties awarded for this grant.

New Interior Secretary sworn in
On March 15, Deb Haaland from the Laguna Pueblo Nation in New Mexico, was 
confirmed by the United States Senate to be the next Secretary of the 
Department of Interior. 
She was sworn in March 18.
Haaland is the first Indigenous cabinet secretary in this nation’s history. She is 
daughter of two military veterans and a single mother who earned a law degree 
with a young child in tow. She was a tribal leader focused on environmentally 
responsible economic development for the Lagunas before she became a 
Democratic leader and United States Representative.
The new secretary has an enormous job.
The department controls one fifth of all of the land in the United States, 500 
million acres
Energy production on agency-managed areas accounts for 30 percent of all the 
energy used in the nation.
The department oversees water for 31 million people
Interior plays a pivotal role in addressing, or ignoring, concerns about climate 
change. 



Among the many agencies within Interior is the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The 
bureau is responsible for overseeing federal laws and policies affecting the 
nation’s 574 recognized tribes and the 55 million acres of land held in trust for 
Native Americans by the United States.
Under the Interior umbrella is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which 
administers the Endangered Species Act.
The agency includes “America’s Best Idea,” the National Park Service with 423 
parks, monuments, trails, historic sites, memorials and seashores.
Thanks to the News Hour on PBS for the information.

On another note about the seashore
Unfortunately, again, Cape Hatteras National Seashore law enforcement rangers 
discovered an act of vandalism at the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. The Seashore has 
launched an investigation and seeks tips from the public to help catch those 
responsible for using an object to carve letters and other shapes into the 
lighthouse’s original bronze door.
A recent report of multiple people at the bronze door for an unusually long time 
has been received.
Anyone with information that may help determine the individuals, circumstances 
and events that led to this act of vandalism are asked to contact the National Park 
Service’s Investigative Services Branch or the Dare County Community Crime Line.
Tip Line: 888-653-0009 or submit a tip at nps dot gov slash I s b.
Dare County Community Crime Line:  dare community crime line dot org slash 
tips.
For pictures of the vandalism, go to island free press dot org. 

Congratulations to Larry Ogden
For many years, Larry Odgen was leader of the Hatteras Island Community 
Emergency Response Team.
He has been selected as a recipient of the Governor’s Medallion Award for 
Volunteer Service. He is one of 25 selected statewide for the Medallion Award
Larry was nominated by Drew Pearson, with an additional glowing 
recommendation by Samantha Royster.

Information from Dare Schools
The Dare County Board of Education will hold a special called meeting April 1 at 
12:30 to discuss the current instructional program operations and the new 



mandates required by law in Senate Bill 220. The meeting will be streamed live via 
YouTube and will be held in the gymnasium at First Flight High School. Following 
this meeting, the Board will hold a 2 o’clock Budget Workshop. 

About Graduation. Dare County Schools does intend to hold socially distanced 
traditional graduation ceremonies following all safety protocols as scheduled on 
June 11 for First Flight High School and on June 12 for Manteo High School and 
Cape Hatteras Secondary at traditional venues. The current seating capacity 
mandates are 30 percent both inside and outside. More specific information will 
be available in the spring.
Dare County high schools are planning on holding socially distanced outside prom 
events in May. Principals will be providing more event details at each school. 
 
Diaper distribution on Friday
On March 25, Children and Youth Partnership for Dare County will hold a diaper 
distribution from 4:30 to 6:30 in the afternoon at the Fessenden Center in Buxton. 
During this Diaper Drive-Thru, families will arrive at the Fessenden Center, 46830 
NC 12, Buxton, and drive up to the table at the front of the building. Families will 
tell a staff member at the table their size needs while remaining in vehicles. Staff 
will hand the diapers through the car window to families.

Marine Fisheries Commission meets March 31 on flounder 
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission Meeting about flounder allocation has 
been rescheduled to Wednesday, March 31 at 1 o’clock in the afternoon.
The commission will review and vote on sending the draft Southern Flounder 
Fishery Management Plan Amendment 3 out public and advisory committee 
review. The review and vote will be rescheduled during or after the March 31 
meeting.
At its February meeting, the commission selected sector harvest allocations of 70 
percent commercial and 30 percent recreational for the upcoming Amendment 3 
to the Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan.

Large Item pickup on Hatteras Island happens during the week of March 22.
Put your stuff out now, in front of your property.

That’s all for this afternoon. Be safe out there. Stay well. Thanks for listening. 
This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for Sunday, March 28, 2021.

Dare Commissioners make decisions
Dare County commissioners met for a retreat Wednesday, March 24.
At the end of five hours and 30 minutes, the commissioners had worked through 
a 17-item agenda.
Some items were accelerated in the Capital Improvement Plan.
Studies were ordered for two problems.
About Emergency Medical Services Facilities, Dare will proceed with partnerships 
to build new stations in Kitty Hawk and Kill Devil Hills.
Both towns are building new fire stations and law enforcement space. Dare will 
co-locate emergency medical services stations. A new building for helicopter 
pilots will also be built.
The Rodanthe EMS station, located at the Chicamacomico Banks Fire and Rescue 
Department, is the next facility on the list.
Employee Items
Three topics affecting Dare County employees were discussed by the board: flex 
scheduling, compression in salary grades and 401K for staff.
County manager Bobby Outten proposed developing a flex scheduling program 
and will bring that proposal to the board. Board chairman Bob Woodard and 
commissioner Jim Tobin expressed skepticism. 
Regarding compression in salary grades, Outten said the county doesn’t have a 
good way to move employees through a grade. Currently, the only methods are 
merit pay and longevity. Several ideas were suggested.
Over several budget years, a 401K contribution to staff accounts was started, 
reduced, and eliminated. No action was taken on adding the benefit, though the 
idea will remain on a list.
Two studies were approved.
Stormwater problems exist throughout the unincorporated areas of the county, 
but no plan exists. The county has a $150,000 grant to create a stormwater 
management plan. The county’s match is $50,000. Outten proposed adding on to 
that study to find out solutions for specific areas with cost estimates attached.



Public Works facilities will be studied, including the transfer station at Buxton, 
which needs to be reworked.
C and D tipping fees are not supporting the C&D operation. The site on Dare’s 
mainland is estimated to have 46 years before it fills up. The commissioners 
settled on increasing revenue by opening the site to Hyde and Tyrrell counties.
Commissioner Danny Couch made a heartfelt presentation about funding the 
permanent exhibits at the Graveyard of Atlantic Museum. The current budget for 
the displays is $4.5 million. A strategy was worked out to get the item attention in 
the General Assembly.
Meanwhile, the governor’s recommended budget was released. The budget 
recommends $4.2 million for the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum.

Changes in fishing regulations have stacked up this week.
On March 26, commercial possession limit of large coastal shark species (non-
sandbar) and hammerhead shark management groups increased from 36 to 55 
per vessel per trip for the 2021 Atlantic coastal shark fishery. The change applies 
in federal waters and North Carolina coastal waters.
Effective March 26, North Carolina proclamation SS-1-2021 reestablished the 
National Shellfish Sanitation Program requirements that mandate measures to 
control the temperature of shellfish after harvest, as well as other sanitation 
requirements for shellfish harvesters and certified shellfish dealers. The 
proclamation reestablishes tagging requirements for pre-harvest activities 
conducted off-site of shellfish leases and franchises and requires a minimum 
resubmergence period for shellfish that are moved to another shellfish lease or 
franchise in a different growing area prior to being harvested unless permitted as 
a wet storage dealer.
Also effective March 26 is North Carolina Proclamation SS-2-2021 to reestablish 
national standards mandating measures to control the temperature of oysters 
after harvest, as well as other sanitation requirements for shellfish harvesters and 
certified shellfish dealers.
Until 12:01 a.m., Wednesday, March 31, the commercial longline component of 
the golden tilefish fishery remains open. An 11-day reopening of the fishery 
started March 20.
Two Marine Fisheries Commission rules, announced March 23, pertain to tarpon 
and the transfer of Standard and Retired Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses.
The first rule prohibits the possession of tarpon and makes it illegal to gaff, spear, 
or puncture tarpon by any method other than hook and line.



The second rule clarifies eight circumstances under which transfers of Standard 
and Retired Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses are allowed.
The Marine Fisheries Commission approved the rules in February 2020 after a 
public comment period in the fall of 2019; however, both rules were subject to 
legislative review under various statutes, which delayed the effective date.

Some COVID-19 restrictions relaxed.
Effective March 26, some mass gathering and occupancy limits were relaxed.
The state’s mandate about wearing masks is not lifted.
Indoor gatherings are increased to 50 people and outdoors to 100 people.
Executive Order 204 set new occupancy requirements:
- Indoors and Outdoors up to 100% Capacity, Subject to Masks and 6 feet Social 
Distancing for 
Museums and Aquariums, Retail Businesses, Salons, personal care and grooming 
businesses, tattoo parlors
- Indoors up to 75% and Outdoors up to 100% Capacity, Subject to Masks and 6 
feet Social Distancing for Restaurants, Breweries, Wineries, and Distilleries, 
Recreation like bowling, rock climbing, fitness and Physical Activity Facilities, 
Pools, Amusement Parks
- Indoors and Outdoors up to 50% Capacity, Subject to Masks and 6 feet Social 
Distancing for Bars, Movie Theaters, Gaming Facilities, Meeting, Reception, and 
Conference Spaces, Lounges and Night Clubs, Auditoriums, Arenas, and other 
venues for live performances, Sports Arenas and Fields includes professional, 
collegiate, and amateur

COVID-19 in Dare County
All Adults in Dare County are eligible to receive coronavirus vaccination. Go to 
dare n c dot com slash covid vaccine to register for an appointment.
From March 21 through March 27, Dare County reported 35 new COVID-19 cases 
among county residents and 12 among non-residents for a total of 47 new cases. 
The week before, 52 new cases were counted.
As of Saturday, March 27, the total COVID-19 positive case count in Dare County 
was 2,944 people, of which 50 are active cases among residents of Dare County. 
Some 49 people are in home isolation and one person is in the hospital.
COVID-19 deaths in Dare County remain at 14.



America’s Bald Eagle Population Continues to Soar
Populations of the American bald eagle have quadrupled since 2009, according to 
a new report by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and its partners. 
Bald eagles once teetered on the brink of extinction, reaching an all-time low of 
417 known nesting pairs in 1963 in the lower 48 states. However, after decades of 
protection, the banning of the pesticide DDT, and conservation efforts with 
numerous partners, the bald eagle population has flourished, growing to more 
than 71,400 nesting pairs.
According to scientists from the Service’s Migratory Bird Program, the bald eagle 
population climbed to an estimated 316,700 individual bald eagles in the lower 48 
states. 

Rodanthe Fishing Pier is open
After a winter of numerous renovations, the Rodanthe Fishing Pier reopened 
Saturday for the 2021 season.
Replacing deteriorated pilings, bolts, and structural timbers made the pier safer. 
The pier’s scheduled hours are from 6 in the morning until 7 at night. Hours 
change as the season progresses.

National Park Service releases Sediment Management Framework Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for Cape Hatteras National Seashore
The National Park Service has released for review the Sediment Management 
Framework Final Environmental Impact Statement for Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore.
The purpose of the impact statement is to develop a streamlined framework for 
permitting sediment management actions at the Seashore, including the 
methods, locations and frequency for such actions that may be permitted over 
the next 20 years.
A sediment management framework is needed to assist the Seashore in 
addressing requests for sediment management activities to protect critical 
infrastructure such as roads, bridges, electrical transmission facilities and other 
public transportation facilities; to repair island damages, including breaches that 
also affect transportation; and to restore habitat through the placement of 
dredged materials along eroded sections of barrier islands.
Under the preferred alternative, the National Park Service would implement a 
framework that could permit agencies, municipalities and others to conduct, with 
conditions, sediment management in the form of sound side and ocean side 



beach nourishment, dune restoration, filling island breaches and habitat 
restoration. A special use permit application package would be given to each 
project proponent detailing information the NPS may require as part of the 
project. Sediment management activities would generally not be permitted along 
approximately 13 noncontiguous miles of beach set aside for monitoring where 
beach width or lack of vulnerable infrastructure indicate a low potential for 
requests to manage sediment, states a media release.
To view the FEIS and associated documents, visit park planning dot nps dot gov 
slash CAHA sediment.
A record of decision will occur after a 30-day waiting period.

Meetings and events coming up this week

Trash pick-up changes this week.
Dare County Public Works, which provides trash collection for the unincorporated 
areas of the county, has announced a revised collection schedule in observance of 
the Good Friday holiday on April 2, 2021. 
Residential trash collection stays the same on Monday and Tuesday. Monday, 
Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras villages are picked-up. On Tuesday, Avon, Salvo 
Waves and Rodanthe are picked-up.
The changes are Wednesday and Thursday for Easter Weekend.
On Wednesday, March 31, Buxton, Frisco and Hatteras are picked-up.
On Thursday, April 1, Avon, Salvo, Waves and Rodanthe are picked-up.
No trash is collected on Friday.
Commercial dumpsters will be emptied Monday and Thursday.
The Buxton Transfer station will be closed as will all Dare County offices. The 
county offices will reopen Monday, April 5 at 8:30 a.m. 

Fisheries commission meets on Wednesday
The North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission meets by web conference March 
31 beginning at 1 o’clock in the afternoon.
The public may listen to the meeting by phone or listen and view presentations 
online. For to the link and phone number to join the meeting go to the Marine 
Fisheries Commission meeting webpage.
The commission is scheduled to revisit the sector harvest allocations voted on at 
the February 2021 commission meeting. In February, the commission selected 



sector harvest allocations of 70% commercial and 30% recreational for the 
upcoming Amendment 3 to the Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan.

School Board meets April 1
Dare County Board of Education meets April 1 at 12:30 in the afternoon at First 
Flight High School.
The meeting will be live streamed online on You Tube. The Board will discuss the 
current instructional program operations and the new mandates required by law 
in Senate Bill 220. In addition, the Board will consider revised federal health 
officials guidance related to social distancing in schools.
In preparation for the meeting, Superintendent John Farrelly is surveying parents 
and guardians of students in Grades 6 through 12.

Seashore Campgrounds open
Cape Hatteras National Seashore’s Cape Point and Frisco campgrounds open for 
the 2021 camping season Friday, April 2. The campgrounds will remain open until 
Monday, November 29, 2021. Reservations and camp site payments can only be 
made online at recreation dot gov. Oregon Inlet and Ocracoke campgrounds are 
already open.

Art Show set for April 2 and 3
Light House Local Artists will host a two-day art show, Friday, April 2 and 
Saturday, April 3. 
The public is welcome to attend and discover a wealth of unique treasures by 
local artists and craftsman.
The event will be held at the Buxton Family Life Center, (which is across the street 
from the tennis courts at the Cape Hatteras Secondary School). This is the first in a 
series of shows that will be held throughout the 2021 summer season.
More than 20 local artisans will be represented at the show
Facemasks are required and attendees should adhere to social distancing 
guidelines at the indoor event.
The art show will take place from 10:00 in the morning until 3 in the afternoon on 
both Friday and Saturday. The event is free.

Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt in Rodanthe
The Fair Haven United Methodist Church in Rodanthe will host a Flashlight Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday evening, April 3, at 7 o’clock.



Children of all ages are welcome to attend and join in the fun.
Pastor Tim Fitch of the Fair Haven church told Island Free Press: How it will work 
is everyone who is entered into the egg hunt will be given a number, and all of the 
eggs will be laying out randomly in the churchyard. You will have to find a dozen 
eggs with your number on them. After finding your dozen, bring your basket and 
eggs to the prize table and receive your candy and goodies!”
Registration for the egg hunt starts at 7 o’clock. The hunt will officially begin at 
7:30 p.m. There is a cap of 60 participants per round, and additional rounds will 
be held as needed. Every child who comes will be able to hunt, said Fitch.

Two Easter Sunrise services offered
On Easter Sunday at 6:20 in the morning, a Sunrise Service will be held at the 
Rodanthe Pier. The service is sponsored by the Fair Haven United Methodist 
Church.
And at 6:30 in the morning, a sunrise service will be held at the Old Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse beach in the Historic Lighthouse District in Buxton.

Be safe out there. Stay well. Thanks for listening. This is Radio Hatteras.

                    

 Public Safety Announcements:

January 2021:

Insert Jan. 27 – two times in the 7 o’clock hour and once at 9 o’clock. Thanks

This is Radio Hatteras with winter weather information.



The National Weather Service is calling for less than an inch of snow along 
Hatteras Island with this winter weather event. Rain will turn to snow early to 
mid-morning Thursday.
Tonight sustained winds will below north 15 to 20 miles per hour, increasing to 28 
after midnight. 
On Thursday, northwest winds will blow up to 28 miles per hour with gusts to 39 
in Rodanthe and 44 in Frisco.
Watch out for low wind chills. On Thursday morning, the wind chill temperature 
in Rodanthe is expected to be 23 degrees and in Frisco 25.
Gale warnings are posted in all coastal waters and for Pamlico, Albemarle, 
Roanoke and Croatan sounds.
A coastal flood advisory is posted for Thursday. The National Weather Service 
warns that one to two feet of soundside water could be pushed up along low lying 
lands on southern Hatteras Island.
Stay safe. Be well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Inserted 1.26 at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. and 1.27 at 8 a.m.

This is Radio Hatteras with weather advisories

The National Weather Service has posted wind and coastal flooding advisories for 
Thursday.
A strong coastal low pressure system will strengthen off the North Carolina coast.
On Wednesday, rain will change to a wintry mix affecting the mainland late at 
night. On Thursday, north winds will blow 25 to 35 miles per hour with gusts to 40 
to 50. This wind advisory runs until 7 o’clock Thursday night, January 28.
Minor coastal flooding with one to two feet above ground level is expected for 
areas along the southern Pamlico Sound, including the southern portion of 
Hatteras Island. This possible flooding event also ends at 7 o’clock Thursday night.
A gale warning for Pamlico Sound and off-shore waters is in effect Thursday from 
midnight to 10 o’clock at night. Seas could reach seven to 10 feet.
Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Broadcast 3:40 p.m., Jan. 16, 2021

This is Radio Hatteras with afternoon weather and road information.



Right now in Rodanthe the wind is blowing southwest at 38 miles per hour with 
gusts to 40.
The wind has pushed Pamlico Sound water up the creeks and cuts in Salvo and 
Rodanthe.
Sound water is completely across NC 12 as Brick Creek in Salvo is overflowing.
The wind is expected to blow west to southwest through this evening with the 
winds calming down by Sunday morning.
Temperature will fall to 37 degrees but feel like 27 at 7 o’clock Sunday morning.

Be careful out there. Stay safe. Keep well and warm. And thanks to all those folks 
who vaccinated 500 people in Buxton today. This is Radio Hatteras.

PSA from Dare County: Inserted Jan. 20,21,22, 25,26,27 at 1:30 p.m. re: 2021 
State of County. 30 seconds.

Insert 7:30 and 9:30 p.m. Jan.7, and 6 a.m., Jan.8

This is Radio Hatteras with a winter weather update

A low pressure system is expected to slowly track off the Carolina coast Friday, 
January 8.
The system brings rain Friday. A rain/snow mix for inland areas of eastern North 
Carolina starts overnight into Saturday morning.
The National Weather Service says snowfall, if any for Hatteras Island, should be 
light, and confined to grassy areas. Roads should remain wet.
Increasing northeast winds on Friday could result in minor coastal flooding for 
southern Pamlico Sound and Neuse/Bay rivers.
High surf could result in minor beach erosion north of Cape Hatteras.
A small craft advisory has been posted for Pamlico Sound from 11 o’clock Friday 
morning to 7 o’clock Saturday evening. North winds are expected to blow 17 to 29 
miles per hour with gusts to 35.
On coastal waters from Oregon Inlet to Ocracoke Inlet, small craft advisory 
conditions are likely with four to six foot seas expected.



February 2021:

Insert at 1:30 p.m., following the OBX alert message starting Feb. 22 through 
March 12.

Sheriff Doug Doughtie will open the main Sheriff’s Office in Manteo, Saturday, 
March 13 to receive concealed carry and pistol purchase permit applications from 
Dare County citizens.
For this event, the morning office hours are 9 o’clock to 11:30.
Appointments are encouraged for concealed carry applicants. Walk-ins are 
welcome too.
Call the office at 252-475-5980 to schedule an appointment.

March 2021:

Insert at 2, 3, Thursday, March 18, 2021

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update for today, Thursday, March 18.
Two weather systems will impact Hatteras Island. One arrives Thursday afternoon 
and persists through the evening. The second one comes on Friday.
Today, severe thunderstorms, isolated and possibly strong tornadoes, damaging 
winds and large hail one inch or greater are predicted. The storms are due to 
arrive around 6 o’clock and last through the evening.



So, be safe out there. Decide now on where to find safe shelter. Make sure the 
weather radio is operating and has fresh batteries. Tune in tomorrow morning for 
an update on the second weather system coming our way. 
This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 6, 7 a.m., Friday, March 18, 2021.

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather forecast for Friday and Saturday

On Friday, a cold front crosses the Outer Banks. Strong northerly winds develop.
The National Weather Service has issued a Wind Advisory, predicting north winds 
at 30 to 40 miles per hour with gusts to 55. The wind advisory is in effect from 
Friday morning at 10 to Saturday afternoon at 2 o’clock. The advisory includes 
northern Outer Banks and Hatteras and Ocracoke islands.
Also, the strong winds bring a Coastal Flood watch starting Friday morning 
through at least Saturday. 
Minor to moderate coastal flooding may happen for locations soundside from 
Buxton to Down East Carteret. Ocean overwash is possible across Outer Banks 
beaches north of Cape Hatteras. The weather service pegs flooding as two to 
three feet above ground level in low lying areas.
For all coastal waters and inland sounds, from 10 o’clock Friday to Saturday 
afternoon, the National Weather Service has posted a Gale Warning.
Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Inserted four times p.m., March 17, 2021

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update for Thursday and the weekend

A strong storm system is heading toward the North Carolina Coast, bringing the 
potential for large hail, powerful winds and tornadoes on Thursday.
For the Outer Banks including Hatteras Island, severe weather is possible.
The timing for Thursday’s severe thunderstorms to hit Hatteras Island is from 6 to 
11 at night.
Strong tornadoes are a possibility. Make a decision now about where to shelter.



Late in the day Friday, a cold front moves through bringing wind gusts up to 44 
miles per hour on Hatteras Island. 
Northerly winds will stack up Pamlico Sound water South of Cape Hatteras. The 
National Weather Service is predicting two feet above ground.
A strong on-shore flow is predicted. Maximum wave heights south of Cape 
Hatteras are 7 to 12 feet; north of Cape Hatteras 12 to 20 feet.
The National Weather Service warns of potential NC 12 overwash on Hatteras 
Island. The winds may blow from the north through Tuesday.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 1:30 p.m., following the OBX alert message starting Feb. 22 through 
March 12.

Sheriff Doug Doughtie will open the main Sheriff’s Office in Manteo, Saturday, 
March 13 to receive concealed carry and pistol purchase permit applications from 
Dare County citizens.
For this event, the morning office hours are 9 o’clock to 11:30.
Appointments are encouraged for concealed carry applicants. Walk-ins are 
welcome too.
Call the office at 252-475-5980 to schedule an appointment.


