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1.   Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  

Courts.  Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  

Public participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack. 
 Border security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.   Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.   Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.   Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.   Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization:  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 

facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
 

Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm and 8:52pm; Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Marie Osborne profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town 
Airs Thursday’s and Friday’s at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm; Saturday’s at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a fun 
or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and Cultural 
Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at 9:53am, 2:53pm and 8:53pm; Sunday’s at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm and 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, 
achievements and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and 
administrators.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, and 11:53am. One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday at 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, and 6:53pm.  One minute in length.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers. (See topics attached)  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, and 9:53pm. Each report runs one 
minute.  Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business 
climate, and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, and 9:53pm.  One minute in length.  
Ron Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Langton Briefs 
Airs Saturdays and Sundays at 8:42am, 10:42am, 2:40pm, 6:42pm, 8:42pm. WWJ 
Reporter/Legal Analyst Charlie Langton informs and updates listeners on legal topics, issues, 
arguments and decisions happening all throughout Michigan. 
  
Your Eye on Health  
Health Reporter Sean Lee’s feature airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 1:53pm, 6:42pm and 
Saturday-Sunday at 1:22am, Sunday at 7:22am, 3:23pm.  From weight loss and exercise to 
cutting edge medical procedures, Sean gives listeners details and the latest information on 
health topics and trends. 
 
 



 
News Stories Addressing Community Issues 

 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
4/1/14 
1:11pm 
Rob Mason 
Police Investigate Attack in Washtenaw County 
Washtenaw County Sheriff's officials are investigating an assault where a 28-year-old lesbian 
reported being punched and kicked by what she believes were three men.  The sheriff's office 
says the victim was walking home yesterday evening near Ellsworth Road and Michigan 
Avenue in Ypsilanti Township after getting off the bus when one of the men yelled at her, asking 
if she was the woman seen on the news who had recently married her partner.  Anyone with 
information is asked to call the Washtenaw County Sheriff's office. 
 
4/1/14 
6:07pm 
Zahra Huber 
Stranger Danger in Livonia 
Police are calling it a case of stranger danger in Livonia. A note sent to parents from Livonia 
Schools says a 12 year old girl was walking near Merriman and Plymouth roads last night when 
a  man allegedly approached her and made inappropriate comments. The man didn't touch the 
girl and she ran away unhurt.  District administrators say while this didn't take place near a 
school building, its a reminder for parents to talk with their children about staying safe and 
walking in groups and not talking with strangers. 
 
4/2/14 
5:06am 
Russ McNamara 
Students Charged in MSU Student Murder 
One of three Saline teens charged with murder in the death of a Michigan State University 
sophomore who was thrown out of a moving SUV is expected to plead guilty to lesser charges. 
19-year-old Samantha Grigg is expected to enter a plea at a court appearance at the end of the 
month. Her attorney said the teen had been very cooperative with police. 19-year-old Dustyn 
Frolka was beaten with brass knuckles and dumped along I-69 in February during a robbery 
over drugs. Grigg was driving the vehicle - two other Saline High School students allegedly did 
the beating.   
 
4/8/14 
3:04pm 
Jon Hewett  
Search for Russian National  
Police will not resume the search for a so-called Russian National, who claimed that he'd been 
stabbed and kidnapped on Detroit's east side. Nearly 60 Detroit Police officers, along with 
Michigan State Police, and officers from Homeland Security, spent nearly 12 hours yesterday 
looking for the man.  Detroit Police Commander Elvin Barron told WWJ, they even checked with 
officials in Washington, to see if they knew of anyone that might be in the Detroit area, that fit 
the description of the man. 
 



4/18/14 
2:07pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Crime Alert at Wayne State University 
A crime alert is going out at Wayne State University after two recent incidents on campus.  A 
30-year-old man claims he was held up at gunpoint while walking on Cass south of Ferry Street 
around 10 last night.  Four thieves made off with cash.  In the second incident, a 19-year-old 
student claims two men approached him the stairwell of a Wayne State Building yesterday 
afternoon and tried to rob him of his cellphone.  They did not succeed.  Police are advising 
students not to flash their cellphones or other electronics while out in public. 
 
4/27/14 
11:22am 
Newsroom 
Homeland Security Exercise at Tunnel 
The Detroit-Windsor tunnel is open after a 3-hour shutdown this morning. The Detroit 
Department of Homeland Security held an "annual tunnel exercise." at the border today. 
Thousands of vehicles were redirected to the Ambassador Bridge. 
 
5/1/14 
5:03am 
Ron Dewey 
Detroit Police Patrols at Parks 
With concerns over policing Belle Isle being brought to the forefront --  Detroit Police  will be 
starting a new park patrol detail of their own.  Police Chief James Craig says they will begin a 
specialized detail to handle public safety at city parks, with special emphasis on their two 
largest, Rouge and Chandler. He says he has been in contact with state police about dealing 
with safety on Belle Isle. 
 
5/4/14 
9:30am 
Mike Campbell 
Police Week Begins 
Washington, D.C., will be the "10-20" of a number of officers from Detroit and all across 
Michigan, and from around the country...for Police Week. Detroit Sergeant Michael Woody says 
a ceremony at the national memorial for fallen officers gives the cops time to "recognize" the 
very dangerous work that they do.  Sergeant Woody says during the ceremony in the nation's 
capitol, there will be a "roll-call" for officers who recently reached what is often referred to as 
"end of watch."  
 
5/13/14 
7:12am 
Rob Sanford 
So-Called Wedding Robbers Caught 
Three suspects are behind bars in Sterling Heights after police say they were caught in the act 
stealing from a home in the 19 Mile -- Ryan Road area.  It happened shortly before noon on 
Friday when officers with the Troy Police Department -- who were on surveillance at the home -- 
saw the men break into the house and then exit carrying numerous valuables.  The Macomb 
Daily says investigators are looking into whether the trio is behind numerous home invasions 
that occurred while the victims were out celebrating the marriages of friends or relatives. 
 



5/16/14 
5:34am 
Ron Dewey 
Escapee Re-Captured 
Detroit police have captured a prisoner who escaped from custody while being treated for a 
gunshot wound at Sinai Grace hospital.  19-year-old Kenneth Hickman got away Wednesday 
night after a security officer -- thinking Hickman was handcuffed -- apparently left the hospital 
room. He was captured nearly 24 hours later  near Greenfield and Fenkell -- when his family 
turned him in. 
 
5/16/14 
5:05pm 
Brian Larsen 
Photos of Jewelry Store Robbers Released 
The FBI is out with new pictures of several men suspected of being involved in the recent 
robbery of a West Bloomfield Township jewelry store. The men are suspected in the robbery of 
a Tappers Jewelry Store inside the Orchard Mall.  Although nobody was injured, the suspects 
did get away with more than 100 Rolex watches...and they've also been connected to another 
robbery at a jewelry store in Grand Rapids. A 25-thousand-dollar reward is being offered 
through Crime-Stoppers 
 
6/4/14 
5:05pm 
Newsroom 
Teacher Busted 
Armada teacher who taught eighth-grade science is facing a number of charges involving a 
sexual relationship he allegedly had with a 13-year-old student. Robert Yaek is also accused of 
sending explicit pictures to the teen's phone.  Macomb County Prosecutor Eric Smith says 
what's more disturbing is that parents put their trust in teachers, and Yaek betrayed that and 
took advantage of his position -- something he's been seeing a lot more of lately. 
 
6/10/14 
5:04pm 
Marie Osborne 
Dog Mauls Baby 
A tragic story out of Springfield Township in Oakland County where a 2-1/2 month old boy has 
been mauled to death by the family's dog. The infant's uncle was holding the child on a couch 
on Sunday afternoon when the dog jumped on the couch and was pushed off. The dog then 
jumped up again and started attacking the infant around his head and throat. 
 
6/12/14 
6:04pm 
Stephanie Davis 
National Organization Helps in Search for Missing Kids 
Detroit Police spent hours--over on Ardmore Street near 7-mile-- this evening at the home of the 
2 children missing since Monday. Investigators said to be retracing their steps.  They also 
brought in shovels to check on an area where they discovered loose dirt. No word yet on what, if 
anything was found.  Meantime, we're moving into day 3 in the search for the children-- missing 
since their mother was found shot to death on the city's west side. WWJ's Stephanie Davis has 
more on the help coming from one national organization, the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children 
 



6/14/14 
2:07am 
Tawana Holly 
Warning about Livingston County Scam 
 
If someone calls you on the phone, claiming to be an officer with arrest warrants in Livingston 
County... it may be a scam.  That's the word from the Livingston County Sheriff's Office. They 
say they've received complaints about a man who calls and tells homeowners the warrant will 
be dropped if they pay up. Police say never hand over financial information over the phone. 
 
6/16/14 
10:12p 
Erica Murphy 
New Way To Report Crime 
Residents of Sterling Heights have a new way to report crimes.  Police in that city are now 
offering an online crime reporting tool that allows resident of that city to report non-emergencies.  
Department officials say the new system allows officers to be freed up for community matters. 
Law enforcement personnel will review each report and send a confirmation email once the 
review is complete. Some of the incidents that can be reported are: property damage...simple 
threats or harassment...and traffic complaints. 
 
6/21/14 
6:04pm 
Erica Murphy 
New Rules for Viewing Fireworks on Belle Isle.  
The State Department of Natural Resources is rolling out some new rules for people looking to 
view the annual fireworks display from Belle Isle. The park will open at 5 a.m. for pedestrians 
and cyclists. Registered cars will be allowed to enter after 2 p.m. Monday. The park will close 
once police determine all parking spaces are taken. Cars that are double-parked will be towed. 
State police officials say the changes will help assure that emergency vehicles can easily 
navigate the park...if needed. 
 
6/26/14 
6:10am 
Tim Skubick reporting 
Sheriff’s Department Defends Use of Surveillance Equipment 
The Oakland County Sheriff's Department is defending their use of a military style surveillance 
tool called Stingray.  The ACLU says it would like more information about the device that tracks 
cell phone calls.  Undersheriff Mike McCabe says it’s a tool to arrest fugitives. He says it doesn’t 
record calls or take photos.  
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
4/1/14 
8:32am 
Ron Dewey 
Students Line Up For President Obama Speech 
Hundreds of students spent the night outside ... hoping to get tickets for President Obama's 
speech tomorrow at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  Clarkston freshman Kendra Smith 
and her friends have been huddled in a tent outside the Michigan Union since 7:30 last night.  
The president is proposing a hike in the minimum wage from the current $7.25 an hour to ten-
dollars and ten-cents an hour. 
 
 



4/2/14 
6:33pm 
Rob Mason 
President Obama Speaks at UM 
President Obama traveled to the University of Michigan today to push for raising the minimum 
wage. He told students that opportunity in America is meant for everyone, not just the few.  The 
president took the opportunity to mock the latest Republican budget proposal as, in his words, 
"more of the same." 
 
4/3/14 
4:13pm 
Greg Bowman 
Comerica Park Becomes Classroom for Students 
Comerica Park is not just a place where the Tigers play baseball. It's also a giant outdoor 
classroom for high school students, with a series of five special educational days throughout the 
season.  The Tigers' Director of Promotions and Special Events says Journalism Day on April 
17th will feature a number of local media personalities. The Tigers will also host Space Day on 
May 8th and Weather Day on May 22nd. 
 
4/10/14 
5:11am 
Paul Snider 
FIRST Robotics Competition 
Robots built by high school engineering students, playing a game that looks a lot like basketball 
at Eastern Michigan University's Convocation Center. That's what's happening today through 
Saturday at the annual Michigan First Robotics competition.  64 teams from around the state 
are competing. Each team built a robot from the ground up to play a hoops-like game called 
Aerial Assist. 
 
4/16/14 
3:31pm 
Kathryn Larson 
Group to Fix up Detroit School 
Detroit Public Schools have announced a massive, $5.6 million project to upgrade Cody High 
School and its surrounding neighborhood.  The task at hand is organized by Life Remodeled -- 
and that's their President Chris Lambert. The school will get new landscaping, a state-of-the-art 
medical lab, and a new football field and running track. Additionally, many students who live in 
the area will have renovations made to their homes. 
 
4/18/14 
7:07am 
Rob Sanford 
Parents Upset about Student Expulsions 
A group of several dozen people plan to march from Detroit to Lansing on Monday to show their 
unhappiness over the use of student expulsions and suspensions in public schools. The State 
Board of Education is looking at a plan designed to reduce the implementation the punishment 
sanctions only for the most serious offenses. A summit last fall found that suspensions and 
expulsions are resulting in an increase in the drop-out rate and juvenile crime. 
 



4/26/14 
1:06pm 
Erica Murphy 
DPS Enrollment Fair Approaching 
Individualized programs for students and other offerings by the Detroit Public Schools will be 
showcased during the district's annual spring open enrollment period. The district says events 
begin Monday with a weeklong "Spend a Day in K" pre-kindergarten to kindergarten transition 
program. Pre-kindergarten students in each elementary school will take part in daily activities 
with kindergarten classrooms.  An open enrollment fair will be held May 3 for students with 
special needs. 
 
4/29/14 
7:14am 
Terri Lee 
Michigan State Police Teach Students about TEAM 
Two dozen Michigan State Police troopers are going back to school.  The troopers will be in the 
classrooms of six Detroit Educational Achievement Authority schools for a second day today to 
teach the "Teaching, Educating, and Mentoring" program. T.E.A.M. is a proactive effort to make 
schools and communities safer, promote responsible citizenship, and encourage positive 
character traits. 
 
5/2/14 
10:12am 
Scott Ryan 
CMU Tuition Going Up 
Central Michigan University is raising tuition nearly three percent for the upcoming school year.  
Undergraduate tuition for in-state students will be 385 dollar per hour starting this fall.  Room 
and board rates are going up almost three percent as well, to nearly 88-hundred dollars a year. 
 
5/3/14 
11:30am 
Jeff Gilbert 
GM CEO Delivers Commencement Speech 
General Motors CEO Mary Barra delivered the commencement to about 10-thousand University 
of Michigan graduates today.  Barra told them to work hard, be honest and address problems 
quickly so they don't grow. Barra, the first woman to lead a major automaker took the top spot at 
GM in January, just as a deadly ignition switch problem was starting to surface. It led to the 
recall of 2.6 million older small cars. 
 
5/12/14 
6:14pm 
Sandra McNeill 
A Surprise Announcement for Students 
A former University of Michigan-Dearborn grad who made his fortune with a logistics company 
announced a big gift today to a Detroit school.  John Jonge told an assembly gathered at the 
Jalen Rose Leadership Academy that's he's endowing the school with two engineering 
scholarships to U of M Dearborn.   
 



5/13/14 
12:04pm 
Mike Campbell 
Fired Teacher Gets Her Job Back 
The Pershing High School teacher who was fired for using a broom to break up a fight, and then 
was offered her job back, says she'll come back IF some changes are made. Tiffani Eaton says 
she won't return until she gets some assurance that the students are safe -- and teachers are 
trained to deal with these kinds of incidents.   
 
6/5/14 
1:07pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Author Mentors Detroit Students 
He's a well-known author.... university professor.... and Detroit native.  Dr. Michael Eric Dyson is 
in town this week helping mentor high school students and young adults.  Dyson has already 
visited the Wayne County Juvenile Detention Center... and Frederick Douglas High School.  
Detroit City Council member James Tate says the council is partnering with Dyson in an effort to 
help guide young people in the community. 
 
6/6/14 
7:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Changes Coming to ACT Exam 
Students will soon have a couple of new wrinkles to help them determine if they have their act 
together. The popular college admissions exam A-C-T is broadening how it reports students' 
scores. Starting next year, students will also receive an A-C-T score on two new "readiness 
indicators" reflecting how they did in terms of career readiness and understanding complex text. 
 
6/12/14 
12:04pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Highland Park Schools Struggling 
Highland Park schools are already run by an emergency manager and a charter school 
company but the district is again in deficit and talking with the state in hopes of funding K-12 
education next year. 
 
6/13/14 
7:06am 
Mike Campbell 
Waterford School Shutting Down 
After 140 years, today marked the last day of class ever at Waterford Village Elementary 
School.  The school is being shut down.  Principal Val Grimes says the kids seem to be fine.  It's 
the parents having a hard time.  The township is closing a total of four elementary schools due 
to declining enrollment. 
 
6/15/14 
6:36am 
Vickie Thomas 
Head of Special District Resigns 
The chancellor of a school district created to turn around failing schools is expected to resign.  
John Covington is expected to announce that he plans to leave his position with the Education 
Achievement Authority after three years with the district. A spokesman for the district says there 
is no official word on Covington's departure.  The Michigan legislature has stalled a proposal 
that would allow the district to expand. Critics of the district point out problems with performance 
and finances. 



 
6/20/14 
5:33pm 
Jon Hewett 
Tuition Going up At UM 
Students at the University of Michigan will be paying more to go to classes in the fall.  The 
University Board of Regents yesterday (Thursday) approved a 1.6-percent tuition hike for in-
state undergrads returning in September -- a difference of about $210 a year for the "average" 
student.  Reaction we found on campus was what you might expect. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
4/1/14 
8:07pm 
Beth Fisher  
Ann Arbor Honored 
If you live in Ann Arbor, a new study says you're content.  The website 24/7 Wall Street says 
Ann Arbor ranks fifth in the U-S for contented people....based on those with a college degree, 
median household income, and overall well-being.  It's no surprise to Ann Arbor John Hieftje 
who says it's a green city and I think people really appreciate that, not only because we have a 
great tree canopy, but it's a very environmental city and, we do our best in energy efficiency & 
things like that. 
 
4/7/14 
6:11am 
Scott Ryan  
Oil Pipeline Project Resuming 
A different kind of construction project resumes next month in Michigan.  It's work on the final 50 
miles of an Enbridge oil pipeline replacement.  The portion of the project in Oakland, Macomb 
and St. Clair counties was supposed to wrap up in 2013, but delays in environmental approvals 
stalled work.  It's replacing a line that ruptured in 2010, dumping 800-thousand gallons of oil into 
the Kalamazoo River system. 
 
4/22/14 
10:33am 
Tom Jordan  
Earth Day 
Earth Day is today and a local engineer says we're becoming more energy independent.  
Oakland University's director of clean energy systems James Leidel says the use of coal to 
produce energy is still the top fuel provider, but others are catching up. 
 
4/22/14 
5:07pm 
Sean Lee  
Protecting Earth on Earth Day 
Maybe you recycle, or you drive a hybrid, but what's the number one thing you can do be more 
environmentally friendly? When it comes to getting the most bang for your green buck, nothing 
does more for Mother Earth than adopting a plant-based diet. That's because livestock 
production takes a huge toll on natural resources like air, water and soil. Cardiologist Joel Kahn, 
with Michigan Health Professionals says what's good for your heart is good for the planet too.  
 



4/30/14 
3:42pm 
Brian Larsen 
Picnic Table Has Solar Cells 
It's a way to get a "charge" out of a picnic. Students at Southern Illinois University now have a 
solar-powered way to recharge their gadgets. A new picnic table is equipped solar cells, a 110-
volt charger and USB ports. The table lights up at night and stores enough energy for two 
cloudy days. Michigan-based EnerFusion makes the tables that cost a little more than 10-grand 
apiece.   
 
5/6/14 
9:21am 
Scott Ryan 
Global Warming Report 
A new government report says global warming is rapidly turning America the beautiful -- into 
America the stormy, sneezy and dangerous. The report by the National Climate Assessment -- 
says environmental changes that were once thought to be an issue for the distant future are 
happening right now. 
 
5/24/14 
6:22am 
Rob Sanford  
Michigan Wildlife Affected by Global Warming 
Global warming is already affecting the future of Michigan wildlife, according to a report from the 
National Wildlife Federation. The report details how the young of many species are at risk 
because of a changing climate, a situation, the report says, will worsen if the nation does not 
curb carbon pollution. Felice Stadler, senior director for climate and energy at the national 
Wildlife Federation, says climate change is making it harder and harder for many animals to 
raise their young and keep them well fed and healthy. 
 
5/31/14 
7:33am 
Erica Murphy 
President Wants More Energy Production 
President Obama says one of the best things we can do for our economy, health and 
environment is to lead the world in producing clear, safer energy.  In his weekly media address 
today, Mr. Obama said that America is now more energy independent than it's been in decades. 
 
6/2/14 
7:35am 
Scott Ryan 
EPA To Outline Goals for Emissions 
New rules to cut carbon dioxide emissions by power planets are coming today. The 
Environmental Protection Agency's goal for the first national limits on the chief gas linked to 
global warming is a 30 percent reduction by 2030. The rule, which is expected to be finalized 
next year, is a centerpiece of President Barack Obama's pollution reducing plans. 
 



6/18/14 
10:21am 
Terri Lee 
Environmentalists Predict More Mosquitoes. 
Environmentalists are predicting that the metro Detroit area will see more mosquitos and ticks 
this summer.  It's because of standing water that creates a breeding ground for insects. In 
Warren, Mayor Jim Fouts says his city is using mosquito briquettes to fight back ... which he 
says will pay off this summer.  Warren homeowners with standing pools of water on their 
property could be subject to a one-thousand-dollar fine. 
 
6/21/14 
9:22am 
Erica Murphy 
Lawmaker Wants More Reliable, Affordable Energy 
President Barack Obama says business has to learn to be family friendly. In his weekly media 
message, Obama says things like child care, family leave and workplace flexibility are basic 
needs. For the Republicans, Michigan Rep. Fred Upton says GOP lawmakers are working to 
make energy "affordable, reliable and beneficial". He says bills in the House would build 
pipelines and electrical transmission lines and offer more predictable regulations. 
 
6/26/14 
6:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Getting Better at Predicting Power Outages 
DTE Energy is investing 300-thousand dollars to buy sensors that work to predict where power 
outages will occur.  The new equipment is expected to reduce hundreds of thousands of outage 
minutes in the next few years. DTE officials say U-S businesses lose billions of dollars each 
year when they lose power. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
4/1/14 
11:33am 
Sean Lee 
Medicaid Expansion Program Rollout 
The state of Michigan officially rolls out its Medicaid expansion program in Detroit this morning. 
State officials say the New Healthy Michigan program will expand coverage to nearly half a 
million low-income Michiganders without insurance.  State Department of Community Health 
Director James Haveman says even though the program does not have an enrollment deadline 
like Obamacare, it still makes good economic sense for people to get covered as soon as 
possible. 
 
4/2/14 
5:22am 
Sean Lee 
Doctors and Prescription Drugs 
New research finds a surprising number of people don't get the drugs they're prescribed by their 
doctors. Nearly a third of patients fail to fill first-time prescriptions, according to a new Canadian 
study.  Researchers looked at nearly 16-thousand patients in a primary care network of about 
130 doctors to estimate the incidence of primary non-adherence - that's failure to fill a first-time 
prescription. Non-adherence was highest for expensive drugs and those that control chronic 
conditions like heart disease and depression. 
 
 



4/3/14 
12:10pm 
Sean Lee 
Doctors Using Twitter for Research 
You may think of Twitter as a way to keep up with your friends and current events, but 
University of Michigan doctors are using it to research chronic medical problems.  As technology 
and social media continue to evolve, so does the way we express our suffering.  In this case, 
researchers zeroed in on people tweeting about migraine pain.  The study categorized more 
than 21-thousand migraine specific-tweets, eliminating things like advertisements, which had 
not been done in previous research. 
 
4/9/14 
4:07pm 
Sean Lee 
Antibacterial Products Making You Sick? 
They're supposed to protect us from germs, but a new study finds some antibacterial products 
may actually be making us sick!  U of M researchers say an antimicrobial ingredient found in 
products like soap, shampoo and medical equipment may be finding its way inside our noses, 
where it promotes the growth of staph bacteria, putting some people at risk for infection.  The 
ingredient, Triclosan, was found in nasal passages of 41% of adults sampled. 
 
4/10/14 
5:11pm 
Sean Lee 
An App to Fight Jet Lag 
University of Michigan researchers release a new mobile app that uses math to short-circuit jet 
lag. It's called Entrain, and it's the first numbers-based approach to entrainment, the scientific 
term for syncing your circadian rhythm to the outside hour.  According to the researchers, 
overcoming jet lag is basically a math problem, and Olivia Walch, the math grad student who 
built the app, says it's sort of hacking your body clock to quickly adjust to a time zone change, 
using light to get you back on track. 
 
4/16/14 
2:36pm 
Sean Lee 
Varying Temps Causing Sickness? 
You hear it every time we get extreme temperature changes.  People worried about whether the 
weather will make them sick.  But can it?  The answer is no and yes.  Lots of people complain 
when we see high temperatures in the 60's one day and in the 30's the next, wondering if they'll 
catch a cold from the extreme changes.  Doctor Sanford Vieder with Lakes Urgent Care says 
the answer is, no, you can't catch an infection solely from a swing in temperatures. 
 
5/1/14 
4:52am 
Sean Lee 
Parents Text and Drive With Kids in Car 
New University of Michigan research finds parents are just as likely as everyone else to drive 
distracted - even when their kids are in the car!  This U of M study finds more than 75 percent of 
parents admit to using their phones, eating or feeding a child... even though it puts their young 
passengers at risk. Two-thirds of parents surveyed said they’ve talked on cell phones and 15 
percent said they’ve texted while driving their child - consistent with studies on drivers in 
general. 
 
 
 



5/8/14 
1:21pm 
Sean Lee 
Beer Could be Good for Women 
A new study says having a beer a few times a week might help women avoid a painful 
autoimmune disorder. Harvard researchers tracked the drinking habits of more 130-thousand 
women in the Nurses Health Studies from the 70s and 80s.  They found moderate use of any 
form of alcohol reduced the risk of rheumatoid arthritis by about 21 percent, but moderate beer 
drinking -- two to four beers a week -- cut women's odds for the disease by nearly a third. 
 
5/14/14 
12:05pm 
Sean Lee 
Safe Sleep Practices 
Governor Rick Snyder is slated to sign new legislation aimed at protecting Michigan's youngest 
citizens today. House Bill 4962, the Infant Safe Sleep Act, will require hospitals and birthing 
centers to educate parents about safe sleeping practices.   According to state government 
statistics, as many as 150 Michigan babies die each year from unsafe sleep conditions. Dave 
Ackerly with the state department of human services, says education and awareness is key to 
lowering those numbers. 
 
5/19/14 
3:22pm 
Sean Lee 
Report: Sleep Helps Young Kids 
New reasons to establish a good sleep routine EARLY in life.  Young children who get too little 
sleep are more likely than others to be obese by age 7, according to a new study.Boston 
researchers studied more than 1,000 children.  They defined curtailed sleep as fewer than 12 
hours a day from ages 6 months to 2 years, fewer than 10 hours daily for ages 3 and 4, and 
fewer than nine hours a day for ages 5 to 7.Kids who were most sleep deprived were about 2 
and a half times more likely to be obese than those who slept the most. 
 
5/22/14 
5:21pm 
Sean Lee 
Companies Try Workplace Wellness  
More and more Metro Detroit companies are going the distance to make workplace wellness a 
part of their corporate culture.  Earlier this month, the American Heart Association recognized 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan as a platinum-level fit-friendly work site.  Michelle Miller is 
Wellness Coordinator for the Blues who says treadmill desks, offering more vending choices 
and fitness incentives boosts employee health and the bottom line. 
 
6/2/14 
11:13am 
Sean Lee 
Exercise Quality Better Than Quanity 
A new study emphasizes the importance of quality over quantity to achieve optimal fitness. New 
York researchers recruited 36 females and 21 male volunteers between the ages of 35 and 57 
who were obese or overweight.  Researchers asked all the volunteers to consume the same 
amount of protein - 60 grams a day - but put them on different exercise programs for 16 weeks. 
 



6/3/14 
12:22pm 
Sean Lee 
Researchers Say Cancer Screenings Work 
There's new evidence cancer screenings save lives.  Yale researchers estimate screenings 
prevented half a million cases of colorectal cancer in the U-S over the last 33 years.  They also 
found that the incidence of early-stage cancers dropped from 77 to 67 cases per 100,000 
people over the age of 50, during a period where cancer screening increased from nearly 35% 
to 66%. 
 
6/6/14 
5:11pm 
Sean Lee 
Students Researching Strokes 
She's not even out of medical school yet, but one Metro Detroit college student is researching 
how to identify people at risk for stroke.  Oakland University William Beaumont School of 
Medicine second year medical student Rachel Hanke just earned a grant for her work to identify 
patients at risk for stroke. Her team's research focuses on looking for biological markers in the 
blood and plaque samples of patients with plaque buildup that impairs blood flow to the brain, 
which causes a stroke. 
 
6/23/14 
5:06pm 
Sean Lee 
Hospital Boards Approve Merger 
New information on the plan to combine three Metro Detroit hospitals into one large health 
system.  The boards of Beaumont Health System, Botsford Health Care and Oakwood 
Healthcare have unanimously approved an agreement to combine their operations into a new 
four billion health care organization.Under the terms of the agreement, the three systems are 
creating a new, non-profit system called Beaumont Health. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
4/1/14 
9:52am 
Pat Vitale 
Governor Approved Medicaid Expansion Signups Begin 
Michigan is launching its expanded Medicaid plan to provide health insurance for hundreds of 
thousands of low-income adults. The state started enrollment today for Healthy Michigan, which 
extends Medicaid eligibility to people making up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level.   
Governor Rick Snyder says he believes the launch will go smoothly because his administration 
has tested the computer systems. 
 
4/3/14 
7:07pm 
Tim Skubick  
New Plant to Fix Michigan Roads 
Today, Oakland, Wayne and Macomb counties received close to 10-million-dollars in 
emergency road repairs.  Governor Rick Snyder and the state legislature approved 100 million 
to fix roads after a harsh winter. But Jeff Cranston, Director of Communications for MDOT says 
a brutal winter is only partly to blame.  Detroit gets 3.2 million dollars, more than a half-million 
for Warren and -- Sterling Heights will see 460-thousand dollars in funding. 
 
 



4/7/14 
12:05pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Governor on Detroit Takeover 
Governor Rick Snyder today is talking about how long he plans to keep control of the city even 
after the Emergency Manager departs in October.  The Governor said similar to New York, 
some type of control could last for years. 
 
4/17/14 
7:34am 
Scott Ryan 
Macomb Leaders Want Road Fix Solution 
Macomb County executive Mark Hackel and other local leaders plan to call out state lawmakers 
this morning--urging them to move forward on a long-term solution to fix Michigan's roads.  
State lawmakers pushing a half-billion dollar plan based on a wholesale fuel tax--far short of the 
billion dollars that Governor Snyder says is needed, but legislators say it's a start. 
 
4/29/14 
7:04am 
Tim Skubick  
Detroit EM in Lansing 
Detroit emergency manager Kevyn Orr spends today and tomorrow in Lansing meeting with 
state lawmakers.  Orr is hoping to generate support for his bankruptcy settlement plan, which 
includes a 350 million dollar contribution from the state.  WWJ's Tim Skubick says that as of 
right now, Governor Snyder doesn't have enough votes to send state aid to Detroit pensioners--
and Snyder's hoping that Orr can help change some lawmakers' minds. 
 
4/30/14 
7:13pm 
Paul Snider 
Debate Over Minimum Wage 
Michigan Republican U.S. candidate Terri Lynn Land is straddling the fence on the issue of an 
increase in the federal minimum wage.  Land says through a spokeswoman that she opposes 
hiking the wage to ten dollars, ten cents an hour but would be open to a smaller increase, 
though she doesn't say how small. Spokeswoman Heather Swift says Land is studying options. 
Democratic Congressman Gary Peters, who is running against Land for the seat being vacated 
by Carl Levin, says he supports the  
$10.10 per hour wage 
 
5/2/14 
6:07am 
Scott Ryan 
Lawmakers Approve Drug Laws 
State lawmakers have taken the first steps toward making a rescue drug for heroin overdoses 
more readily available.  Narcan can reverse the often deadly effects of a heroin overdose.  The 
series of bills would make the drug a required tool for first responders to carry.  Friends and 
family members of addicts would also have access to it.  The Free Press says heroin deaths in 
the state are up overall, as are admissions to treatment programs.  The full Senate will now 
consider the legislation. 
 



5/5/14 
9:05am 
Pat Vitale 
Lawmaker To Introduce Grand Bargain Legislation 
Ten bills will be introduced in the Michigan Legislature this week, to help Detroit financially with 
it's ailing pension system.  Detroit Emergency Manager Kevyn Orr made two trips to Lansing 
last week, and he'll be at the capitol again this week to try and drum up support for the 
governor's 350-million dollar proposal to help Detroit over 20 years. There's also growing 
support for an alternative that would give the city 200 (m) million dollars in one lump sum. 
 
5/19/14 
4:30pm 
Jon Hewett 
Royal Oak Mayor Wants Fireworks Law Changed 
City of Royal Oak officials want state lawmakers to re-visit Michigan's two-year-old Fireworks 
Safety Act. That's the law that allows for the sale of those powerful fireworks in retail locations. 
 
5/24/14 
7:06pm 
Tim Skubick 
State Legislature Working on New Deal for Roads, Minimum Wage 
Lawmakers in Lansing are up to their old tricks, this time talking about aligning packages 
together -- one for both road repairs and another for increasing the minimum wage. 
 
5/29/14 
7:30am 
Roberta Jasina 
Governor Snyder on WWJ 
Governor Rick Snyder says he hopes state lawmakers will approve the so-called Grand 
Bargain--a one-time financial fix for Detroit--next week.   Speaking live on WWJ from the 
Mackinac Policy Conference, Snyder says Lansing is NOT getting into the bailout business.  
Snyder says he'd also like to see lawmakers craft an 'early warning system' for communities and 
residents to understand and address financial problems before they spiral out of control. 
 
5/29/14 
8:54am 
Roberta Jasina, Tom Jordan 
Mayor Duggan on WWJ 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan talked live with Roberta Jasina and Tom Jordan to talk about 
Detroit’s comeback. The Mayor has been lobbying state lawmakers to approve the Grand 
Bargain legislation.   
 
6/3/14 
4:033pm 
Tim Skubick 
Senate to Vote on Grand Bargain 
The Michigan Senate could vote this afternoon on a package of bills that would provide Detroit 
pensioners with 195-million-dollars in state aid.  Following more than an hour of testimony, a 
Senate panel approved nine bills...but did not vote on one bill that would prohibit the DIA from 
getting a millage renewal in 2022. 
 



6/5/14 
3:30pm 
Tim Skubick 
State Lawmakers Settle on Budget 
Governor Snyder's administration and Republican lawmakers have signed an agreement setting 
the stage for approval of Michigan's nearly 50 billion-dollar state budget. 
 
6/9/14 
7:06am 
Scott Ryan 
State Lawmakers Target Smurfing 
State lawmakers want to crack down on...smurfing.  A series of bills would target the purchase 
of ephedrine or pseudoephedrine--both of which are used in making meth.  "Smurfing" is the 
practice of getting someone to buy the drugs on behalf of somebody who's been convicted of a 
meth-related offense.  The measure is now before the Michigan House. 
 
6/16/14 
5:33pm 
Marie Osborne 
Special Session For Lawmakers? 
Should state lawmakers come back from their summer vacations and return to work to hammer 
out a deal to fix the roads?  Governor Snyder was asked that question today at a stop in 
Dearborn, as some residents express anger about the state of the roads.  Snyder says he's 
confident that solution will be reached. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
4/8/14 
3:04pm 
Jon Hewett reporting 
Search for Russian National  
Police will not resume the search for a so-called Russian National, who claimed that he'd been 
stabbed and kidnapped on Detroit's east side. Nearly 60 Detroit Police officers, along with 
Michigan State Police, and officers from Homeland Security, spent nearly 12 hours yesterday 
looking for the man.  Detroit Police Commander Elvin Barron told WWJ, they even checked with 
officials in Washington, to see if they knew of anyone that might be in the Detroit area, that fit 
the description of the man. 
 
4/12/14 
6:34am 
Erica Murphy 
Homeland Security Cuts Proposed 
More cuts to Detroit's federal funding could be coming down the line.  House Republicans are 
looking at  limiting Homeland Security grants to Tier-1 cities. This year Detroit received 5 and a 
half-million dollars in Homeland Security grants...but is considered a Tier -2 city.  New 
York...Los Angeles...and Chicago are all considered Tier-1 cities. Democrats say the cuts will 
shortchange Michigan residents. 
 



4/26/14 
8:05am 
Erica Murphy 
Border Tunnel to Close For Drill 
The tunnel linking Detroit and Canada will close on Sunday so police can hold drills.  The 
Detroit-Windsor tunnel will be shut down for three hours Sunday morning.  The Detroit 
Department of Homeland Security calls it an "annual tunnel exercise."  Thousands of vehicles 
cross between Detroit and Windsor via the tunnel each day. 
 
4/27/14 
11:22am 
Newsroom 
Homeland Security Exercise at Tunnel 
The Detroit-Windsor tunnel is open after a 3-hour shutdown this morning. The Detroit 
Department of Homeland Security held an "annual tunnel exercise." at the border today. 
Thousands of vehicles were redirected to the Ambassador Bridge. 
 
5/1/14 
10:11am 
Newsroom 
Grant to Help Fire Departments, First Responders 
Detroit and two other southeastern Michigan fire departments are getting a share of grant 
money from the Department of Homeland Security. U.S. Senators Carl Levin and Debbie 
Stabenow of Michigan announced today that the Detroit Fire Department will receive nearly $1.2 
million. Levin and Stabenow say the money is to help improve department operations and boost 
safety for emergency personnel and the public. 
 
5/2/14 
6:34am 
Scott Ryan  
Homeland Security Crackdown on Gangs 
Homeland Security agents, along with police in nearly 180 cities, have arrested more than 600 
suspected gang members over the last two months.  Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Deputy Commissioner  Thomas Winkowski says the "Project Southbound" initiative was aimed 
at street gangs with international ties. 
 
5/2/14 
10:03am 
Ron Dewey  
Funding for Border Patrols 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson is in Detroit this morning to discuss border crossings 
and security.  Secretary Johnson was invited by Congressman Gary Peters -- who introduced a 
measure that would prioritize funding for Federal Customs Plazas at critical borders.  The 
Detroit/Windsor crossing and Port Huron, rank number 2 and 4 in trade volume for land ports of 
entry in the U-S. 
 
5/7/14 
2:21pm 
Brian Larsen 
Federal Agents Crackdown on Synthetic Drugs 
Federal agents are serving hundreds of warrants in dozens of cities, including here in Metro 
Detroit, as part of a continued crackdown on synthetic drug manufacturers, wholesalers and 
retailers. According to officials, Homeland Security agents made 23 arrests in Macomb and 
Oakland counties. 
 



6/4/14 
4:07pm 
Jon Hewett  
New Robot Helps With Emergencies 
Wayne County Homeland Security put on a demonstration today of one of its latest "high tech" 
tools used to respond to emergencies,... either natural, or man-made.  It's a new robot.   
 
6/6/14 
3:33am 
Gary Lundy 
Border Arrests 
Border Patrol agents could arrest as many as 90,000 children trying to illegally cross the 
Mexican border alone this year. That's according to a Homeland Security memo obtained by 
The Associated Press.  Most of the children caught crossing alone are from El Salvador, 
Honduras and Guatemala and have been apprehended in the Border Patrol's Rio Grande Valley 
Sector in South Texas. 
 
6/26/14 
6:10am 
Tim Skubick reporting 
Sheriff’s Department Defends Use of Surveillance Equipment 
The Oakland County Sheriff's Department is defending their use of a military style surveillance 
tool called Stingray.  The ACLU says it would like more information about the device that tracks 
cell phone calls.  Undersheriff Mike McCabe says it’s a tool to arrest fugitives. He says it doesn’t 
record calls or take photos.  
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
4/3/14 
8:04pm 
Chrystal Knight 
Fast Food Protest 
Fast food workers take to the streets in protest against what they say is a systemic and illegal 
wage theft industry.  A class action suit has been filed claiming that McDonald’s is robbing its 
employees with forced labor without proper compensation. Stacey Walker is among those 
protesting at the Wendy's on Grand River near the Southfield Freeway. Walker is a single 
mother with dreams of going to college to study forensic science -- but she's says her working 
conditions make that dream seem impossible. 
 
4/4/14 
11:12pm 
Gary Lundy 
Casino Labor Dispute 
There's a labor dispute across the river tonight. Management at Caesars Windsor has confirmed 
that the casino has been closed for a "planned shutdown" and will "remain closed until a 
contract agreement is reached."  With a midnight strike deadline for Uniform Local 444 
employees, Caesars Windsor closed its doors and has turned away customers looking to enter 
the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4/6/14 
10:32am 
Bob Mundie 
Obama Executive Order 
President Barack Obama continues to take matters into his own hands where he can in efforts 
to advance his economic policies. This week, he'll sign an executive order that would prohibit 
federal contractors from retaliating against employees who discuss their pay with each other. In 
addition, Mr. Obama will order the Labor Department to require federal contractors to provide 
compensation data based on sex and race. 
 
4/22/14 
8:32pm 
Brian Larsen 
JetBlue Pilots to Unionize 
JetBlue pilots have agreed to unionize.  The 26-hundred pilots voted to join the Air Line Pilots 
Association, in a move the group says welcomes the certainty of a collective bargaining 
agreement and a meaningful voice in their future. JetBlue's CEO says both the airline and the 
pilot's union will now organize negotiating committees. 
 
5/2/14 
12:11pm 
Scott Ryan 
The Unemployment Rate Plunged 
As CBS is reporting...The unemployment rate has plunged to its lowest level since September 
2008. The Labor Department says employers added 288-thousand jobs in April. That's the most 
in two years and helped bring the jobless rate down to six-point-three percent. However, the 
government attributes the steep drop in large part to fewer people working or seeking work. 
WWJ and Fox2 business editor Murray Feldman tells us that law enforcement is one industry in 
Michigan that's looking for a lot of people. 
 
5/20/14 
11:07pm 
Gary Lundy 
Unions Helping Retirees 
There's word tonight that a coalition of the "building and construction trades" and their 
supporters through the Michigan Building and Construction Trades Council will be participating 
in the so-called “Grand Bargain” by making material contributions toward health care costs for 
Detroit’s retirees. Expectations are that the other labor organizations will come to the table and 
support this effort to assist Detroit’s retirees in meeting their health care costs.   
 
5/22/14 
10:20am 
Pat Vitale 
Unemployment Benefits Jumped  
New this morning on the economy -- the number of people calling in for unemployment benefits 
jumped last week ... but remained at a low level that suggests hiring should remain steady.  The 
Labor Department says applications rose 28,000 to a seasonally adjusted 326,000.  The 
increase comes after applications fell to their lowest level since May 2007 two weeks ago. 
 



5/25/14 
10:12am 
Rob Sanford 
Teen Summer Job Market 
State officials say even though conditions are improving it's going to be another tough year for 
teenagers to find a summer job in Michigan. The Department of Technology, Management & 
Budget says the teen jobless rate this summer is expected to be 26-point-five percent. That's a 
slight decline from last summer and down eight-and-a-half percent from the all-time high of 35 
percent in 2010. Teen labor force participation in Michigan has steadily declined from 66.1 
percent in 2001 to 46 percent in 2013. 
 
5/27/14 
8:03pm 
Beth Fisher 
Michigan’s Minimum Wage Going Up 
We'll see a higher minimum wage in Michigan after both the state house and senate approved 
measures today. The minimum wage will go up to nine-dollars and 25-cents an hour by 2018 
and heads off a ballot initiative to raise the hourly rate to 10-dollars and 10-cents an hour.  
Senate Majority Leader Randy Richardville says restaurants and some other businesses would 
have suffered with the ballot amendment. Governor Rick Snyder says he'll sign the bill into law. 
It includes a provision requiring the minimum wage to grow with inflation once it hits nine-dollars 
and 25-cents an hour.   
 
6/2/14 
5:12pm 
Jayne Bower 
Leave Work Early 
When's the last time you had a 40 hour work week?  The Labor department says the average 
American works nearly 50 hours a week.  That doesn't count the work that's done OUTSIDE the 
office at home.  This is National "Leave Work Earlier" Day.  It was invented several years ago by 
author Laura Stack who teaches people how to be more productive.  A few of her tips: Don't 
answer the phone or open e-mail for the first TWO hours of your work day.  Tackle the LEAST 
enjoyable task FIRST.  And instead of multi-tasking several projects at once, finish one before 
you start the second. 
 
6/3/14 
11:06pm 
Jeffrey Gilbert 
UAW Dues Going UP 
Members of the United Auto Workers union will be paying higher dues.  Delegates to the 
Union's convention today approved an increase averaging 14 dollars a month for higher paid 
first-tier workers. Union President Bob King had appealed for the increase, saying it was needed 
to rebuild the union's strike fund. Tomorrow, delegates to that convention are expected to elect 
a new President.  The job is expected to go to current Secretary-Treasurer Dennis Williams. 
 
6/11/14  
10:32pm 
Rob Mason 
San Francisco Minimum Wage 
San Francisco voters will decide in November whether to raise the city's minimum wage to $15 
an hour in 2018. The mayor, city supervisors and business and labor leaders say they've 
reached a deal on a ballot measure for the increase.  The San Francisco Chronicle reports that 
labor activists who were pursuing their own $15 minimum wage ballot measure will now drop 
their effort. They wanted the increase to take effect one year earlier, in 2017.  
 



6/26/14 
8:06pm 
Bob Mundie 
Union Ratifies Agreement 
Members of Michigan AFSCME Council 25, the largest union for the City of Detroit, have ratified 
tentative agreements hammered out during bankruptcy proceedings. Members completed 
voting on the tentative contracts last night.  Labor and city officials have agreed to a public 
signing of the ratified contracts at a ceremony -- but the time and date for that hasn't been 
determined. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
4/1/14 
6:07am 
Paul Snider 
Kids Count Report Show Barriers Remain  
A new report by the organization Kids Count concludes Michigan has miles to go to eliminate 
barriers for children, particularly African American kids. The report subtitled "Building a Path to 
Opportunity for All Children" uses an index based on 12 key milestones shows that at the 
national level no racial group has all children meeting all milestones. Michigan has the third-
lowest score for the overall well-being of African American children, trailing only Wisconsin and 
Mississippi. Kids Count-Michigan director Jane Zehnder-Merrell says state and local 
policymakers must do better to increase opportunities for children in all racial and ethnic groups. 
 
4/4/14 
10:35pm 
Tawana Holly 
New Army Regulations Criticized By Black Military Women 
New Army regulations dealing with hair are coming under criticism by some Black military 
women, who say changes are racially biased.  The Army earlier this week issued new 
appearance standards that ban most twists, dreadlocks and large cornrows. Those are all styles 
used predominantly by African American women with natural hairstyles. More than 11-thousand 
people have signed a White House petition asking President Obama to have the military review 
the regulations to allow for "neat and maintained natural hairstyles." 
 
4/9/14 
7:32am 
Terri Lee 
CBS News Poll on Race Relations in America 
As the Civil Rights Act approaches its 50th anniversary, a new CBS News poll asks about race 
relations in America.  According to the poll, 59 percent of Americans view relations as generally 
good, and 34 percent say they are generally bad. It's also worth noting that back in 1992; just 40 
percent of Americans said there was real hope at ending racial discrimination.  That has risen to 
52 percent today. 
 



4/12/14 
8:03am 
Erica Murphy 
Crash Mob Attack 
A Detroit teen faces a court hearing in the mob attack on a suburban motorist who stopped to 
help a child struck by his pickup truck. The hearing is scheduled this morning in the Wayne 
County Juvenile Detention Center. The 16-year-old is charged with assault and ethnic 
intimidation. Four men -- ages 17 to 30 -- were arraigned on attempted murder and assault 
charges. Police are investigating if the April 2nd attack on Steve Utash, who is white, was 
racially motivated. Utash was beaten by at least six people when he checked on a 10-year-old 
boy he accidently hit with his truck. Utash remains in critical condition. 
 
4/20/2014 
6:11pm 
Marie Osborne 
Race Relations Improving 
Although the topic of racial segregation in the Detroit Metro area is often cited as one of the hot 
button issue, there have been regional improvements in race relations.  Shirley Stancato, the 
president and CEO of New Detroit appears on Michigan Matters this week. 
 
5/4/14 
6:06am 
Ron Dewey 
Basketball Team Owner in Hot Seat 
After Los Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling made racist remarks caught on tape, race 
relations is again a hot topic.  On this week's Michigan Matters, ahead of tonight's NAACP 
Freedom Fund Dinner, Reverend Wendell Anthony says this can be a learning moment for the 
whole country. 
 
5/4/14 
3:12pm 
Beth Fisher 
Crossing Eight Mile 
The Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit is bringing back a popular show, "Crossing Eight Mile,” that 
takes a look at race relations.  Rick Sperling is Mosaic's president and founding artistic director.  
Sperling says "Crossing Eight Mile" will be performed next weekend and the following weekend 
at the Detroit Film Theatre inside the D-I-A. 
 
5/5/14 
5:10am 
Gary Lundy 
Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner 
Harvard University law professor Charles Ogletree Jr. delivered the keynote address at the 
Detroit branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Fight for 
Freedom Fund Dinner at Cobo Center. Ogletree is an author and founder of Harvard's Charles 
Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice.  It's the Detroit branch's largest fundraiser, 
drawing about 10,000 people each year. 
 



5/28/14 
3:05pm 
Terri Lee 
Maya Angelou Dies 
Dr. Maya Angelou has died. The author and poet rose from poverty, segregation and violence to 
become a force on stage, screen and the printed page. She gained acclaim for her first book, 
her autobiography "I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings," making her one of the first African-
American women to write a best-seller. Wake Forest University announced Angelou's death this 
morning. She was 86. 
 
5/31/14 
10:33pm 
Tawana Holly 
J P Morgan Lawsuit 
Los Angeles is suing J-P Morgan Chase for mortgage discrimination that the city says led to a 
wave of foreclosures that blighted neighborhoods, reduced property taxes and increased the 
need for costly city services. The city attorney's suit claims the bank gave Black and Latino 
borrower’s predatory home loans that they couldn't afford. The city attorney filed similar lawsuits 
in December against Bank of America, Wells Fargo and Citigroup -- they've all denied the 
allegations. 
 
6/2/2014  
7:33am 
Scott Ryan 
Church Prays for Donald Sterling 
The pastor of Praises of Zion Missionary Baptist Church in South Los Angeles says his 
congregation is praying for LA Clippers owner Donald Sterling. Sterling, who is banned from the 
NBA for life for making racist comments, attended the black church on Sunday. He says that the 
service was "beautiful." The station says Sterling and Pastor J. Benjamin Hardwick met recently 
and Hardwick invited him to church. 
 
6/19/14 
8:06am 
Russ McNamara 
Civil Rights Groups Take On Hate 
A national campaign aimed at challenging persistent discrimination against U.S. Arabs and 
Muslims is preparing to launch in Detroit. Several Arab-American, Muslim and civil rights groups 
will gather early next week in the city to discuss the effort called Take on Hate. Organizers 
thought the state's large Arab-American population made this the ideal place to host the event. 
The initiative is part of the sixth annual Arab American Advocacy Week. 
 
6/27/14 
1:06pm 
Bob Mundie 
Discrimination Claim Appeals Court Ruling 
The Michigan appeals court says a judge was wrong to award 20-thousand-dollars to an African 
American state employee who was humiliated by the presence of a 5-foot-tall stuffed gorilla.  
The court says the gorilla near Crystal Perry's cubicle in Lansing wasn't the key issue in her 
lawsuit against the Department of Human Services.  She claimed she was denied promotions 
because of race. An Ingham County Judge ruled against Perry on the discrimination claim. But 
the judge said she was "very angry" about the stuffed gorilla. 
 



REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
4/9/14 
3:04pm 
Brian Larsen 
Duggan Fights Blight 
Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan says the city will post legal notices on empty houses -- and take 
court action if needed -- against owners of blighted properties in one northwest neighborhood. 
Duggan announced the Marygrove Neighborhood Effort this afternoon as part of his 
neighborhood revitalization program for the bankrupt city. Detroit says notices will be posted on 
every vacant neighborhood home before owners are sued. 
 
4/9/14 
8:05pm 
Paul Snider 
Detroit and Port Huron Investments 
The Michigan Economic Development Corporation is coming up with over ten million dollars’ 
worth of investments for community projects in Detroit and Port Huron, expected to generate up 
to 165 new jobs. One project will restore the vacant Thomas Beck House on Second Avenue in 
Midtown Detroit. A second project seeks to renovate a historic three-story building on Michigan 
Avenue.  And the largest Motor City development calls for construction of a new, mixed-use 
building that's expected to create 100 jobs.  A fourth project renovates a building in downtown 
Port Huron at a cost of one million dollars. 
 
4/9/14 
9:07pm 
Sandra McNeill 
New Red Wings Arena 
Detroit Red Wings owner Mike Illitch has bought another downtown building to make way for the 
new arena for his hockey team.  The Detroit News reports that Illitch purchased the Vietnam 
Veterans of Detroit Chapter 9 building on Woodward north of I-75.  It will be torn down to make 
way for development around the arena, which is slated to open in 2016.  
 
4-20-14 
8:06am 
Erica Murphy 
Michigan Job Matchmaking Summit 
Ford, Quicken Loans, Whirlpool and Lear will participate in the state's largest job-matchmaking 
summit. Representatives from 110 businesses are looking to fill about 12-hundred jobs for 
skilled workers. The summit will be held at Ford Field on June 13th.  Job seekers will need to 
register and upload their resumes by April 30th to participate. 
 
4/22/14 
6:05am 
Rob Sanford 
Jacob Lew to Detroit 
The White House continues to keep a close eye on Detroit's bankruptcy. U-S Treasury 
Secretary, Jacob Lew, will be in town for a couple days this week. The trip is said to be focused 
on job growth and economic revitalization in the city. When treasury officials come to town that 
usually means good things - last August, money to combat blight was announced on a trip. This 
is Lew's first trip to Detroit after taking over early last year. 
 



4/27/14 
1:11pm 
Erica Murphy 
Ford Motor Administration Building Sold 
The Ford Motor Administration Building in Highland Park has a new owner. The historical 
landmark located on Woodward Avenue ...sold for 550-thousand dollars.  The Woodward 
Avenue Action Association is the new owner and will turn the property into an automotive 
heritage welcome center. The Admin Building has been vacant since the 1970s...and acted as a 
gateway entrance to the Highland Park complex.  The building is four-stores high...40-thousand 
square feet and was designed by famed architect...Albert Kahn. The non-profit buyer plans to 
revamp the structure and open up in 20-18. 
 
 
5/16/14 
6:06am 
Sandra McNeill 
Dan Gilbert Talks Out-Of-State Investments 
Downtown Developer Dan Gilbert says on a recent tour of Midtown, one thing stood out - All the 
new revitalization taking place that isn't his is from investors out of state.  As Gilbert was given 
the Urban Land Institute's Placemaker Award last night at the Westin Book Cadillac, he told 
suburban businesses that they might regret not putting up stakes in Detroit. 
 
5/18/14 
8:12pm 
Beth Fisher 
City Planners Plot the Future 
More than 13-hundred city planners are in Detroit for the next few days to learn how to revitalize 
their downtowns and neighborhoods.  The President and CEO of the National Main Street 
Center, Patrice Frey (FRY) says there are great examples of revitalization in Detroit's Mid-Town 
& Corktown, but also Ferndale. 
 
 
5/29/14 
11:07am 
Terri Lee 
Obama Awards Southeastern Michigan Development Funds 
The Obama administration has chosen Southeastern Michigan as one of 12 regions that will 
participate in a national program designed to help spur manufacturing jobs and private 
investments in the U.S. Southeastern Michigan will be designated a "Manufacturing Community" 
as part of the Administration's "Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership" program. 
One of the benefits under the partnership -- 11 federal agencies will use $1.3 billion in economic 
development funds to strengthen regional manufacturing. 
 
5/30/14 
2:04pm 
Beth Fisher 
Penske Talks about Detroit’s Revitalization 
You can check out the Chevrolet Detroit Belle Isle Grand Prix for Free Prix Day today.  Penske 
Automotive C-E-O, Roger Penske, who's been important in Detroit's revitalization, says he's 
tried to partner with Dan Gilbert and others to help the city. 
 



6/11/14 
8:05pm 
Zahra Huber 
Oakland County Making a Comeback 
Oakland County, which lost about 60-thousand jobs in 2009 alone, is making a comeback. In 
May, twelve companies either launched new business or expanded in the county, creating about 
900 jobs. That's the most economic development projects in a single month since 2004. 
Oakland County Executive L Brooks Patterson says he expects the trend to continue. 
 
6/27/14 
9:11pm 
Paul Snider 
Gilbert Buys a Media Home 
Dan Gilbert's real estate arm says it has purchased the home of The Detroit News and the 
Detroit Free Press. Bedrock Real Estate Services announced the purchase of the Detroit Media 
Partnership building -- the purchase price wasn't disclosed. The newspapers are vacating the 
building and moving to a new headquarters near the Federal Reserve Building in October.  
According to the Free Press, Gilbert, founder of Quicken Loans, now owns controls or manages 
more than 60 properties in and around downtown Detroit. 
 
6/28/14 
4:11pm 
Kathryn Larson 
The Packard Plant’s New Owner Speaks Out 
The Packard Plant's new Peruvian owner says he's not an investment shark -- looking to turn a 
quick profit.  Fernando Palazuelo says he's recently had several offers for the site -- and he 
hasn't budged. Palazuelo paid four hundred thousand dollars for the property he hopes to 
convert into a mixed use area.  He says he's already put up new signs and that in the coming 
weeks the revitalization efforts will begin.   
 
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
4/2/14 
7:04am 
Terri Lee 
Barra Questioned in D.C. 
For a second day, the new CEO of General Motors will be questioned on Capitol Hill about what 
GM knew about defective car ignition switches implicated in 13 deaths and when the company 
knew it. Yesterday, before a House panel, CEO Mary Barra was asked why the automaker used 
the switch in small cars even though it knew the part did not meet the company's own 
specifications.  Today's testimony will be in front of a Senate Commerce subcommittee. Other 
scheduled witnesses are NHTSA administrator David Friedman and Calvin Scovell, the 
inspector general of the Transportation Department. 
 
4/5/14 
3:06pm 
Paul Snider 
Backup Cameras 
It's estimated that 210 deaths are caused in America each year by vehicles that back over 
victims that drivers can't see.  That's about to change under new rules imposed by the U.S. 
Transportation Department. Under the guidelines, vehicles weighing less than 10-thousand 
pounds would be required to meet federal rear-view visibility standards. Motorcycles will be 
exempt. 
 



4/8/14 
7:07am 
Rob Davidek 
Work Zone Accidents 
State transportation officials say it's an alarming trend: the number of serious injuries in 
Michigan work zones has increased over the past two years, even while the number of crashes 
has declined.  MDOT spokesperson Barbara Hicks says drivers should slow down and pay 
complete attention to everything that is going on in a work zone in order to safely react to 
changing conditions. The state is participating in National Work Zone Awareness Week, 
designed to help keep workers safe in construction zones. 
 
4/20/14 
9:11pm 
Erica Murphy 
Talking Cars 
The University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute is hosting the 2014 Global 
Symposium on Connected Vehicles and Infrastructure. Industry, academic and policy experts 
will be in Ann Arbor this week for a connected cars conference. Ann Arbor is home to an 
ongoing experiment involving so-called talking cars that University of Michigan and government 
Officials hope will lead to safer roads. The event runs Monday through Wednesday. 
 
4/29/14 
2:12pm 
Zahra Huber 
Replacing Infrastructure 
The Obama administration is sending a four-year, $302 billion transportation plan to Congress, 
hoping to jump-start a national debate on how to repair and replace the nation's aging 
infrastructure and accommodate the needs of a growing population. Transportation Secretary 
Anthony Foxx says action is urgently needed because the federal Highway Trust Fund is 
expected to run dry by late August. 
 
5/6/14 
7:06pm 
Rob Mason 
Michigan Bridges Not Safe 
A new report may cause concern for local motorists -- about the bridges they drive over. A new 
report finds that Wayne County has the highest number of bridges that are structurally deficient 
or functionally obsolete, and also the highest percentage of problem bridges at 54 percent. 
Other local counties fared poorly as well with Oakland and Macomb Counties ranking third and 
fourth.  
 
5/7/14 
7:05pm 
Brian Larsen 
GM Recall Cars Safe to Drive 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx says there's no need to tell owners of recalled 
General Motors cars to stop driving them. He says in a letter to senators that government 
engineers have found that if owners follow GM's advice, there's little safety risk to driving the 
cars. GM is recalling 2.6 million small cars worldwide to replace ignition switches that suddenly 
can slip out of the run position and shut off the engine. GM says at least 13 people have died in 
crashes from the problem. 
 



5/13/14 
12:42pm 
Zahra Huber 
Bad Winter Affects Flights 
After a winter that was full of powerful storms, this will come as no surprise: It was the worst 
winter for air travelers in the 20 years that the government has been collecting data. 
Transportation officials say in the first three months of the year, U.S. airlines canceled 4.6 
percent of their flights. Airlines are quicker to cancel flights these days -- sometimes a day in 
advance of a storm. That helps them reduce expenses. 
 
5/17/14 
11:50am 
Erica Murphy 
GM To Pay 35 Million Dollar Fine 
General Motors is agreeing to pay the largest fine ever assessed by the National Highway 
Transportation Safety Board--$35 million dollars--for hiding defects in small-car ignition 
switches. That problem led to crashes in which 13 people died. 
 
5/21/14 
10:36pm 
Mike Campbell 
The Feds May Force Airlines to Disclose Fees 
Going to bat for confused passengers, the government is proposing airlines disclose fees for 
basic items like checked bags, assigned seats and carry-on bags so consumers know the true 
cost of flying. Fee information would have to be provided wherever passengers buy tickets, 
whether online, on the phone or in person. The proposed rule would require the disclosure of 
the exact amount of fees for basic services, including first and second checked bags. The rule 
doesn't cover fees for early boarding, curbside check-in and other services.  
 
6/11/14 
10:05pm 
Erica Murphy 
Senate Defeats Sales Tax Proposal 
Michigan senators have soundly defeated a proposal that could have led to a sales tax increase 
as lawmakers scrambled to try to raise taxes and vehicle registration fees to improve 
deteriorating roads with one day left before the Legislature adjourns for much of the summer. 
The Senate rejected a proposal to ask voters if they support raising the state's 6 percent sales 
tax to 7 percent and dedicating the extra revenue to transportation.  But the Republican-led 
chamber may vote tonight on doubling Michigan's 19 cents-a-gallon gasoline tax to raise at 
least $1 billion more annually for transportation, which would require a simple majority vote 
instead of the two-thirds threshold needed to amend the sales tax. 
 
6/17/14 
9:42pm 
Brian Larsen 
Pure Michigan Buses 
The Pure Michigan brand is hitting the road. Indian Trails and the Michigan Department of 
Transportation have unveiled eight buses covered with photos of Michigan's most popular 
vacation spots, all with the Pure Michigan logo. M-DOT's Director says the buses will travel two-
point-four million miles a year. In addition to in-state routes, the buses will be headed to 
Chicago, Duluth, and Milwaukee. 
 



6/19/14 
8:13pm 
Zahra Huber 
Passenger Rail Service between Holland and Detroit 
The Michigan Department of Transportation plans to study whether it's viable to operate a 
passenger rail service between Holland and Detroit, with stops in Grand Rapids and Lansing. 
The state budget for the fiscal year mandates the study. The budget requires the Michigan 
Department of Transportation to submit a report to the Legislature by May 1, 2015. Department 
rail office Director Tim Hoeffner says this doesn't mean there's going to be passenger rail 
service on the route anytime soon. 
 
6/24/14 
7:23pm 
Paul Snider 
Airport Money 
The U.S. Transportation Department has approved $8.8 million to upgrade five airports across 
Michigan. Muskegon County Airport in Norton Shores gets $2.2 million for research and runway 
work. Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport gets $1.5 million for runway work. Sawyer 
International Airport in the Upper Peninsula will get $1.1 million. Bishop International Airport in 
Flint gets $1.8 million, and a 2.2 million dollar grant is headed to Capital Region International 
Airport in Ingham County. 
 
 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
5/28/14 
WWJ News Special: The Mackinac Policy Conference  
A one hour News Special from the Mackinac Policy Conference focused on early childhood 
education and improving the city of Detroit.  Among those interviewed during the special were 
Sharnita Johnson, a program manager with the W K Kellogg Foundation working in the early 
childhood education arena, Von Washington, with the Kalamazoo Promise which has been 
paying tuition for students who stay in the Kalamazoo Public School District, and former Detroit 
Mayor and City Council president Ken Cockrel Jr. talking about the city’s bankruptcy and future.  
 



WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Made in Michigan 
 
4/2/14-4/5/14: 
TROUBLE FREE LIGHTING – Holland, Michigan 
Founder Carl Osburn talks about his invention, a commercial use task light which never breaks.   
  
4/9/14-4/12/14: 
OPPOS - Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 
Tom Urban and his Grand Daughter Josie founded girl’s leggings with interchangeable legs. 
  
4/16/14-4/19/14: 
TELLYS NURSERY – Troy, Michigan   
George Pappadellis, founder of the nursery.  While he was still a pre-med student at U of M he 
began buying seeds and selling them on the weekend at the nursery.   
  
4/23/14-4/26/14: 
HENRY THE HATTER - Detroit, Michigan   
Paul Wasserman's father bought the store from the founder (1890) and still runs the men's hat 
store in Downtown Detroit. 
  
4/30/14-5/3/14: 
ABC WAREHOUSE – Warren, Michigan 
Tom Brillati talks about the founding of Michigan's oldest appliance company 1950.  Today it 
has 11 locations. 
  
5/7/14-5/10/14: 
BIZZY FIZZ BATH TREATS – Troy, Michigan 
Laura Bissel and her then 6 year old son started the company 15 years ago. Today the 
company sells products around the world. 
  
5/14/14-5/17/14: 
RUMMI'S PASSION GLUTEN FREE BAKERY - Farmington, Michigan   
Owner Steve Syrich says he started as a traditional baker but became a gluten free specialist 
when his customers began asking for the products. 
  
5/21/14-5/24/14: 
MOOSEJAW - Keego Harbor, Michigan 
In 1992 President and CEO Owen Cumminford was among a group people who opened the first 
Moosejaw Store.  Today it's the third largest outdoor retailer in the nation. 
  
5/28/14-5/31/14: 
MAMMA MUCCI – Livonia, Michigan 
Founder Vince Mucci talks about his company, the only one in Michigan which supplies fresh 
pasta to restaurants.  He learned the craft from his mother.  
  
6/4/14-6/7/14: 
COMPANY 512 - Royal Oak, Michigan 
Founder John Wangler, is a former stand-out football player for the University of Michigan.  For 
more than two decades he's been the head of a company that supplies big box sports stores 
with apparel.  He has now opened his own store. 
  
 
 



6/11/14-6/14/14: 
BARTON MALLOW – Southfield, Michigan   
Founded in 1924 the building company is one of the oldest in Michigan.  President Ben Miabach 
says his company has been involved in building some of Michigan's most notable projects such 
as Ford Field and the University of Michigan Hospital expansion. 
  
6/18/14-6/21/14: 
BANGKOK CUISINE - Sterling Heights, Michigan 
Sandy Apachinda, a native of Thailand along with her husband opened their first restaurant in 
1990. Today they have 11 locations and she is called the mother of Thai cooking in Michigan. 
  
6/25/14-6/28/14 
FLATOUT BREAD – Saline, Michigan 
Founders Mike and Stacy Marsh opened a sandwich shop ten years ago after graduating from 
Michigan State.  They toyed with a bread to make a rolled sandwich and customers began 
asking to purchase the bread.  Today they produce a half million pieces of bread a day. 
 
 
Car Chronicles 
 
4/1/14 
We talk about March car sales and signs that things are picking up.  Joining us is Ford's chief 
analyst Erich Merkle and Chrysler spokesman Ralph Kisiel. 
 
4/2/14 
Kelley Blue Book analyst Jack Nerad talks about GM CEO Mary Barra's testimony before 
congress. 
 
4/3/14 
The government brings back a loan program to help car companies and suppliers build more 
fuel efficient vehicles.   We talk about it with Devin Lindsay, who tracks powertrains for IHS 
Automotive. 
 
4/4/14 
We test drive the heavy duty version of the Chevy Silverado.  
 
4/7/14 
We take a close look at what things were like at the "old GM" using archive tape from General 
Motors executive Mark Reuss. 
 
4/8/14 
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder talks about efforts to attract new auto business to Michigan. 
 
4/9/14 
We talk with Ford Product Development VP Raj Nair about the new Focus, and about the 
importance of a new rule requiring rear view cameras. 
 
4/10/14 
Ford prepares to launch its new F-150.  We talk about it with Chief Engineer Pete Rayes. 
 
4/11/14 
We test drive Cadillac's new ELR electric car. 
 
 
 



4/14/14 
Chevy unveils a new Cruze small car and new Z06 convertible version of the Corvette.  We talk 
about it with Chevrolet marketing Vice President Tim Mahoney.  
 
4/15/14 
As Ford prepares to celebrate the 50th birthday of the Mustang, we talk about the importance of 
the vehicle with Ford President of the Americas Joe Hinrichs.  
 
4/16/14 
Press previews open for the New York Auto Show.  We talk about it with IHS Automotive 
Analyst Tom Libby. 
 
4/17/14 
Lincoln expands to China.  We interview Matt Van Dyke, director Global Lincoln,  
 
4/18/14 
We test drive the diesel version of the Mercedes E Class. 
 
4/21/14 
The UAW decides against appealing a defeat at Volkswagen.  We talk about it with union 
president Bob King. 
 
4/22/14 
GM shakes up its engineering staff in response to issues that came up in its big ignition switch 
recall.  We talk with Mark Reuss, VP of Product Development. 
 
4/23/14 
Toyota narrowly wins the global sales race.  We talk with IHS analyst Mike Wall.  
 
4/25/14 
We test drive the convertible version of the Chevy Corvette.     
 
4/28/14 
We talk with Ford Chief Financial Officer Bob Shanks about how the company is doing outside 
of the United States.  This is a follow up to the company's second quarter financial report, which 
came out the previous Friday. 
 
4/29/14 
Toyota North America CEO Jim Lentz explains why they chose to move their headquarters to 
Dallas. 
 
4/30/14 
Ford invests 1.1 billion dollars into its Kansas City Assembly plant.  We talk with President of the 
Americas Joe Hinrichs. 
 
5/1/14 
Ford Executive Chairman Bill Ford talks about the decision process behind elevating COO Mark 
Fields to the position of Chief Operating Officer. 
 
5/2/14 
We test drive the GMC Yukon. 
 
5/5/14 
We preview Chrysler's big meeting, laying out its five year plan...with audio from CEO Sergio 
Marchionne. 



 
5/6/14 
Bill Visnic of Edmunds.com takes a look at Chrysler's five year plan. 
 
5/7/14 
Chrysler has big plans for the Chrysler brand...and will look at Ford's Aluminum pickup truck.  
We talk with CEO Sergio Marchionne. 
 
5/8/14 
GM starts rolling out 4G connectivity in its cars.  We talk with Stuart Fowle from Onstar. 
 
5/9/14 
We test drive the Land Rover LR4. 
 
5/12/14 
Japanese carmakers show the most improvement in their relations with suppliers.  We talk to 
John Henke, President of Planning Perspectives. 
 
5/13/14 
Chrysler opens a new transmission plant in Tipton, Indiana.  We talk about it with powertrain 
chief Brian Harlow. 
 
5/14/14 
We talk with Ron Krupitzer from the Steel Market Development Institute about new materials in 
vehicles. 
 
5/15/14 
Kia has big growth plans.  We hear about them from Kia EVP Michael Sprague. 
 
5/16/14 
We test drive the all new Chevrolet Camaro. 
 
5/19/14 
Car companies come together to help the Boys and Girls clubs.  We talk with Automotive News 
publisher Jason Stein about the Automotive Golf Classic. 
 
5/20/14 
Dodge puts out a new, 600hp version of the Challenger.  We talk with Dodge brand CEO Tim 
Kuniskis. 
 
5/21/14 
Truecar.com launches an IPO.  We talk with its president, John Krafcik. 
 
5/22/14 
Car dealers are taking the digital world very seriously.  We talk with Ford Direct CEO Stacey 
Koop. 
 
5/23/14 
We test drive the Toyota Highlander. 
 
5/26/14 
The latest Eyes on Design look at the way design has impacted pop culture.  We talk with event 
director Marcus Shelly. 
 
 



5/27/14 
Hyundai North America CEO Dave Zuchowski talks to us about the all new Hyundai Genesis. 
 
5/28/14 
Google has a new self-driving car.  We talk about it with AutoPacific analyst Dave Sullivan.  
 
5/29/14 
New evidence that crash prevention equipment is working.  We talk with David Zuby from the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.   
 
5/30/14 
We test drive the 1-Liter, 3 cylinder Ecoboost version of the Ford Fiesta. 
 
6/2/14 
The United Auto Workers Union convention begins.  We talk with delegates. 
 
6/3/14 
We talk with LMC Automotive analyst Jeff Schuster and others about May car and truck sales. 
 
6/4/14 
Jerry Dias, President of Unifor--which represents Canadian Auto Workers--speaks at the UAW 
convention in Detroit.  He calls for unity across the border. 
 
6/5/14 
General Motors President Dan Amman talks about the plan for compensating people who lost 
loved ones in crashes of recalled vehicles.  
 
June 6, 2014 
We test drive the Mercedes S-Class 
 
June 9, 2014 
Bank of America--Merril Lynch Analyst John Murphy says next year's UAW-Detroit 3 contract 
talks could be difficult. 
 
6/10/14 
GM CEO Mary Barra says they've just about finished their investigation into safety issues with 
their vehicles.  
 
6/11/14 
We talk about the increasing use of aluminum in cars with Randall Shaps of Alcoa. 
 
6/13/14 
We test drive the Dodge Durango.   
 
6/16/14 
Tesla plans to make its technology freely available.  We talk with John O'Dell of Edmunds.com 
about the idea. 
 
6/17/14 
Is the ignition switch about to be completely replaced by the start button?  We discuss this with 
analyst Michelle Krebs of AutoTrader.com. 
 
6/18/14 
J.D. Power Vice President of Automotive Dave Sargent discusses the company's latest initial 
quality study. 



 
6/19/14 
What are the pros and cons of the current dealer system?  We talk it over with Steve Findlay of 
Ward's Dealer Business. 
 
6/20/14 
We test drive the Ford F-350 
 
6/23/14 
We look at the new self-parking system from auto supplier Valeo.  We talk with engineer Sam 
Azuz. 
 
6/24/14 
We do an "exit interview" with departing Ford CEO Alan Mulally. 
 
6/25/14 
Ford unveils a new version of its Edge crossover.  We talk with marketing director Jim Farley, 
product development VP Raj Nair and President of the America's Joe Hinrichs. 
 
6/26/14 
Ram unveils its new "Promaster City" van.  We talk with Ram CEO Reid Bigland. 
 
6/27/14 
We test drive the Nissan Altima.   
 
6/30/14 
We talk with Doug Ray and Gareth Williams of Mitsubishi Electric about their new backseat 
video system, and changes in the way people use entertainment in the car. 
 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
4/5/13  
Keil Opperman of Detroit Central City Community Mental Health on the upcoming Run for 
Literacy Sunday, April 27th, proceeds to help their on-going adult literacy program, helping 
enhance reading, writing and computer skills in Wayne County, to prepare clients for the GED 
exam for future employment. 
 
4/12/14 
Sue Elder, president of the National Association of Professional Organizers Michigan Chapter, 
who with other members, work in offices and homes. They include Cynthia Gentit, who donated 
their talents to the Habitat for Humanity Detroit at their Operations Center. Habitat Detroit's 
Chief Operating Officer Charlene McNary says it not only makes them more productive, it 
makes them more attractive to donors that want the biggest bang from their charity buck. 
 
4/19/14 
Celebrating Earth Day - making choices that matter. Dr. Kerry Saunders, education program 
coordinator for the Michigan Earth Day Fest, next weekend in Rochester being held downtown 
after a three-year hiatus. Friday afternoon through Sunday Dr. Saunders says there will be 
plenty of entertainment and education on ways to be more earth and environment friendly.  
 
 
 
 
 



4/26/14 
Russ Collins is the co-founder of the Cinetopia International Film Festival, now in its third year. 
With help from a $50-thousand dollar grant from the Knight Foundation, the event June 4th 
through 8th is expanding its footprint from Detroit into Ann Arbor, with a number of venues in 
both cities. 
 
5/3/14 
Detroit mayor Mike Duggan helping announce a new contest to help small businesses grow, 
with a half million dollars in cash prizes through the New Economy Initiative and the Community 
Foundation. Prizes of $10,000 to $100,000 dollars are being awarded to 32 existing small 
business owners in Detroit and the enclaves of Highland Park and Hamtramck, who can 
express in 200 words or less what how such a windfall would help their business grow. 
 
5/10/14 
A chance to take home part of the Pontiac Silverdome....Jim Passeno of RJM auctions, on the 
different items that will be on the block later this month...getting the most attention are a limited 
number of stadium seats that Passeno says are already being purchased through their website 
Silverdome Seats dot com, with special interest in seats held by Lions season ticket holders, or 
from their favorite concerts.  
 
5/17/14 
Belle Isle under new management--how has it been going? Ron Olson the state DNR parks 
chief offers his view from the island.  
 
5/24/14 
Metro Detroit as part of the National Park system!  Shaun Pommerville is the managing director 
of the Motor City Heritage Area...a unique designation you may not have heard of until now...It's 
an actual affiliate to the National Park Service with the mission of promoting the area's 
automotive heritage...It's one of only a handful of urban-based heritage areas, of the 49 total in 
the U-S, but with one special mission. 
 
5/31/14 
Putting out the welcome mat for immigrants in Metro Detroit...while diversifying the local 
economy! Kristan Sovey of the Welcoming Michigan Initiative through the Governor’s office 
shows how immigrants can help the local economy. 
 
6/7/14 
Michele Arquette-Palermo of the Clinton River Watershed Council on the annual river days 
going on this weekend, hoping you take the opportunity to enjoy the waterway with a kayak run, 
or take part of a fishing derby that coincides with the state's free fishing weekend....and 
appreciate how far this river has come... 
  
6/14/14 
Michele Soto of "Wish upon a Teen" on tonight's 2nd Annual "Evening of Dreams" for teenagers 
with terminal or life-threatening illnesses given a chance to enjoy the experience of a prom. 
 
6/21/14 
More to celebrate with this weekend's "River Days" in Detroit. Detroit River Conservancy Co-
Chair Matt Cullen says they are building upon the redevelopment of the riverfront and how it has 
become an economic catalyst. 
 
6/28/14 
Barb Matthews of the Clinton River Canoe Classic, showcasing the rehabilitated Clinton River 
as a recreational and natural asset to Macomb County. 
 



Langton Briefs 
 
In April, Charlie Langton focused his feature reports on K-9 dog ban, the duty to stop a car, 
Supreme Court Justice Robert Young, Child Porn, The Grand Bargain for Detroit, and Garage 
Sales.  

 
In May, topics include voting, a lawsuit by prisoners over dental coverage, corporal punishment, 
Law Day, Government spies, medical apps, and drunk boating. 
 
In June, Charlie focused on Motorcycle Ministry, prisoner education, the Grand Bargain, 
wrongful conviction legislation, social media, curfew laws, and 17-year olds as adults.  
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
WWJ Health Reporter Sean Lee takes the latest research in medicine and creates tips for 
healthier living for listeners.  Topics from April thru June included evidence it’s possible to 
reverse heart disease, even in midlife, how cocoa may be beneficial in the fight against 
Alzheimer’s disease, and how losing just 5 percent of your body weight can improve sleep 
quality. 
 
 
 
 


