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1.   Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  

Courts.  Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.   Technology in the classroom.   Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.   Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.   Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.   Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  

Public participation in the electoral process.   Local government.   Effective government.   
Developing future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack. 
 Border security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.   Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.   Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.   Jobs and job creation.   Worker benefits.   Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization:  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.   Sports 

facilities.   Affordable housing.  Commercial development.   Attracting people downtown.  
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
 

Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52 pm and 8:52pm; Saturday at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Marie Osborne profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town 
Airs Thursday’s and Friday’s at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm; Saturday’s at 
8:23am,10:23am,12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a fun 
or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and Cultural 
Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at 9:53am, 2:53pm and 8:53pm; Sunday’s at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm and 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, 
achievements and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and 
administrators.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am, and 11:53am. One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday at 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm, and 6:53pm.  One minute in length.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers. (See topics attached)  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm, and 9:53pm. Each report runs one 
minute.  Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business 
climate, and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 
 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm, and 9:53pm.  One minute in length.  
Ron Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Langton Briefs 
Airs Saturdays and Sundays at 8:42am, 10:42am, 2:40pm, 6:42pm, 8:42pm. WWJ 
Reporter/Legal Analyst Charlie Langton informs and updates listeners on legal topics, issues, 
arguments and decisions happening all throughout Michigan. 
  
Your Eye on Health  
Health Reporter Sean Lee’s feature airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 1:53pm, 6:42pm and 
Saturday-Sunday at 1:22am, Sunday at 7:22am, 3:23pm.  From weight loss and exercise to 
cutting edge medical procedures, Sean gives listeners details and the latest information on 
health topics and trends. 
 
 



 

News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
7/1/14 

2:12pm 

Russ McNamara 

Detroit Mayor Teams with City’s Top Cop 

Detroit's Mayor and the city's top cop are teaming together to take back known drug houses in 

the city. Mike Duggan and James Craig are working their way through neighborhoods - sending 

letters to the homeowners letting them know that their house was raided and that if police have to 

go in again, the house will be taken away. Duggan also gave an update on blight improvement 

saying that the city is demolishing 90 homes per week. 

 

7/6/14 

6:33am 

Terri Lee 

Indianapolis Cop Killed 

Indianapolis police say a veteran officer has died after exchanging gunfire with a person in an 

alley.  Police say 51-year-old Officer Perry Renn was pronounced dead at a hospital following 

the 9:30 p.m. shooting on Saturday. Authorities say Renn and another officer responded to a call 

about shots being fired and went to the alley, where they exchanged shots with the suspect. The 

25-year-old suspect also was shot and remains in critical condition. 

 

7/10/14 

10:32pm 

Gary Lundy 

Inkster Police Chief Steps Down 

Inkster's police chief has resigned. Hilton Napoleon turned in his resignation today, citing what 

he calls the "senseless murder of a two-year old" as one reason.  Napoleon also says he's been 

working under extreme working conditions during the past 18 months, including the lack of 

resources. His resignation is effective tomorrow. 

 

7/15/14 

11:07a 

Rona Danziger 

Court Won’t Stop Suit 

A federal appeals court won't stop a lawsuit against the city of Flint, which is accused of 

discriminating against white police officers. Fourteen officers are suing Flint. They say they 

were illegally punished after complaining that black officers became sergeants in 2011 and 2012 

despite failing to pass an exam. The lawsuit names Flint, former Chief Alvern Lock and a police 

captain. The appeals court says the case can go forward. 

 



7/24/14 

1:33pm 

Terri Lee 

New York Police under Investigation 

The New York Police Department is conducting an internal investigation after a video surfaced 

of another officer using an apparent chokehold on a suspect during an arrest. Police say the July 

14 incident happened at a subway station in East Harlem, where a man was arrested on a fare-

evading charge after walking through an emergency gate without paying. It happened three days 

before another man, Eric Garner, died in police custody after an officer apparently placed him in 

a chokehold. That officer has been placed on modified assignment. Garner's funeral was held 

yesterday. 

 

8/2/14 

7:06am 

Bob Mundie 

April Millsap Update 

Dozens of law enforcement officers will spend a second weekend investigating the murder of 14-

year-old April Millsap of Armada, whose body was found along a recreational trail nearly 10 

days ago.  State Police Lieutenant Michael Shaw tells WWJ that they'd still like to hear from 

ANYONE who may have information. The Task Force searched a lake on Friday that is close to 

the Macomb Orchard Trail where April's body was found 

 

8/5/14 

1:08pm 

Crystal Knight 

Child Stabbed 

In West Michigan....A 9-year-old boy is dead after being stabbed by another child. Police in 

Kentwood say four children were playing at a mobile park playground, when one of them pulled 

out a knife and repeatedly stabbed another.  

 

8/10/14 

1:35pm 

Zahra Huber 

Missouri Police Shooting Prompts Protests and Police Explanations 

The police shooting of an unarmed black teenager in a St. Louis suburb have prompted protests 

in the streets.  Now, police are talking about what led up to the death of 18-year-old Michael 

Brown.  St. Louis County Police Chief Jon Belmar says while the teenager was not armed, he 

pushed an officer back into his squad car and there was an attempt to get the officer's gun. 

 

8/13/14 

8:07am 

Gary Lundy 

Police Department under Water 

Warren's Police Department is open but the basement had five feet of water pumped out of it.  

Ammunition and some evidence were lost. Three patrol cars were flooded.   Macomb County 

officials say there was also flooding at the St. Clair Shores Police Department. 

 



8/16/14 

8:06pm 

Rob Davidek 

Police Working the Cruise 

Local, County and State police officers have been working the cruise route in hopes of keeping 

people safe.  Speaking live on WWJ, Royal Oak Police Chief Corrigan O'Donahue said burnouts 

are not allowed. O'Donahue says the Dream Cruise is a non-alcoholic family event and he's 

hoping people can have fun in light of the past week where many people were affected by the 

heavy rain and floods.   

 

8/23/14 

5:05pm 

Russ McNamara 

Cop and Former Star Football Player Facing Rape Charge 

A former star linebacker at Eastern Michigan University is facing rape allegations in Oklahoma 

City. Daniel Holtzclaw is accused of sexually assaulting several women while on duty as a police 

officer. Holtzclaw ended his college career in 2008 as EMU's second leading tackler. After going 

undrafted by the NFL, he had a tryout with the Lions but wasn't signed. He's currently held on 5 

million dollars bond. 

 

 

9/2/14 

6:03pm 

Zahra Huber 

Road Rage Murder 

What appears to have started out as a road rage incident in the Howell area ends in one man 

killed and another arrested. A 43-year-old Howell man is shot dead in the middle of the street 

after an alleged road rage incident with a 69-year-old man. The shooting happened at a stop light 

at Grand River and Chilson in Genoa (JEH-no-uh) Township this afternoon. What we've learned 

is that the younger man got out of his car, and was shot when he approached the older man -- 

who was still in his vehicle. The wife of the 43-year-old was apparently in the car watching the 

whole thing unfold. She was not hurt. 

 

9/5/14 

6:22pm 

Scott Ryan 

Illitch Takes Plea Deal 

The son of Tigers and Red Wings owner Mike Ilitch has taken a plea deal.  57-year old Ron 

Ilitch pleaded guilty to misdemeanor charges this morning.  Felony drug charges were dropped.  

The plea agreement calls for Ilitch to be put on probation and spend five days in an alternative 

work force program.  Ilitch was arrested last week on West McNichols and Grand River after 

police found suspected cocaine during a traffic stop.  He admitted this morning in court he was 

using cocaine at the time. 

 



9/8/14 

7:12pm 

Brian Larsen 

Arrests Made In Beating Death 

Bloomfield Township Police say several people have been arrested in connection with the 

beating death of a 77-year old man, William Whitelaw. The arrests and recovery of stolen items 

taken during the killing at the Knollwood Pointe Condos last Thursday night came after multiple 

search warrants were executed in the city of Wayne. Investigators say more arrests are possible. 

 

9/13/14 

10:05pm 

Stephanie Garrette 

Grosse Pointe Woods Bank Robbery 

The Charter One Bank in Grosse Pointe Woods on Mack Ave. is robbed earlier today by a man 

who police say waited his turn in line before demanding money. Grosse Pointe Woods Public 

Safety officer John Kosanke [koh-SANK-ee] says the man stood in line and waited until 

everyone was served, then pulled down a ski mask and approached the teller, demanding money. 

He says not many people noticed the suspect. 

 

9/20/14 

11:35am 

Erica Murphy 

Missing Woman Found 

Police officials say the body discovered inside a storage unit in Plymouth Township is Theresa 

DeKeyzer. The woman went missing on June 16
th

 just a day after a domestic dispute was 

reported to police. DeKeyzer's body was entombed in cement and placed inside of a 55-gallon 

drum.   Her husband is currently in jail for violating probation. 

 

 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
7/1/14 

10:05am 

Rob Sanford 

Teacher Facing More Charges 

A former Bishop Foley High School teacher is facing even more charges - this time for having 

sex with the same student in a parked car in Macomb County. You can add two counts of 

criminal sexual contact to the five that Kathryn Ronk was already facing. Ronk has been accused 

of sexually assaulting a 15-year-old Bishop Foley student, exchanging sexually explicit pictures 

and giving him alcohol. Ronk is free on 500-thousand dollars bond. 

 

7/8/14 

10:22pm 

Gary Lundy 

New Troy High School Principal 

The Troy Board of Education has named Remo Roncone to the position of Principal of Troy 

High School. Mr. Roncone came to the Troy School District in December of 2005 as the 

Assistant Principal at Troy High. Prior to Troy, Mr. Roncone was a social studies teacher with 

the Bloomfield Hills School District for five years. 

 



7/11/14 

9:11am 

Scott Ryan 

Teacher’s Drink Spiked  

A Fowlerville High School student accused of spiking a teacher's drink with eye drops won't be 

charged.  Prosecutors say there's insufficient evidence to back up any criminal charges against 

the 17-year old.  The student was suspended for an entire school year.  Math teacher Mary 

Aldecoa says she was poisoned over a five-day period in May--suffering severe stomach pains 

and throbbing headaches. 

 

7/19/14 

7:23am 

Stephanie Garrette 

Students to Travel to South Africa 

Canton students will be interacting with students in Cape Town, South Africa.   Achieve Charter 

School in Canton is sending its Science teacher, Kim Jaster to Cape town to teach students at 

Cape Academy of Math, Science and Technology about solar cars and their relationship with 

technology.  Eventually both classes will be learning from each other. 

 

7/23/14 

10:53pm 

Greg Bowman 

Teacher of the Year 

She's the best of the best when it comes to Michigan teachers.  Melody Arabo (AIR-uh-boo), a 

third grade teacher at Keith Elementary in the Walled Lake Schools, will serve as Michigan's 

Teacher of the Year for the 2014-2015 school year. She'll actually be spending the next year 

outside her classroom, meeting with educators in other districts across the state. 

 

7/25/14 

11:23am 

Scott Ryan 

Second Jobs for Teachers 

A new study finds that nearly one-fifth of Michigan's teachers are moonlighting.  The Center for 

American Progress says 19 percent of teachers in the state have second jobs, slightly more than 

the national average of 16 percent.  That side job brings in an average of five thousand dollars a 

year. Part of the reason is that teacher salaries grow at a slower rate than many other professions. 

 

7/31/14 

9:50am 

Pat Vitale 

Court Bids Blow to Teachers 

The Wisconsin Supreme Court has upheld the 2011 law that effectively ended collective 

bargaining for most public workers, sparked massive protests -- and led to Republican Gov. Scott 

Walker's recall election. The court upheld the law 5-2 today under a challenge filed by the 

Madison teachers union and a union representing Milwaukee public workers. They had argued 

that the law violated workers' constitutional rights to free assembly and equal protection. 

 



8/11/14 

12:11pm 

Scott Ryan 

Cody High School Makeover 

Major renovations taking place this week at Detroit's Cody High School.  Work has been 

ongoing for weeks, but big projects such as landscaping, updated classrooms, and a teacher's 

lounge get under way today.  Life Remodeled is behind the effort, and Daryl Rice is coordinating 

the volunteer brigade. 

 

8/18/14 

5:22pm 

Terri Lee 

Back To School Fest 

A Detroit church will host its annual Back to School Festival tomorrow. Students will be given 

free school supplies while they last, plus free haircuts, refreshments, immunizations, dental care 

and eye exams. The event started 16 years ago when Greater Grace Temple's senior pastor found 

out that some public school teachers were buying school supplies with their own money. Since 

then, the church and the business community have provided nearly 15-thousand kids with free 

supplies. 

 

8/19/14 

6:13am 

Rob Sanford 

DPS Budget Woes 

The Detroit Public Schools have filed a plan with the state education department on how to 

address the budget ramifications of the defeated millage request. In that report, the Detroit News 

reports it calls for a 10% pay cut for administrators and teachers and the closure of 24 more 

schools and buildings over the next 4 years. Keith Johnson, the president of the Detroit 

Federation of Teachers says they plan to fight the pay reductions. 

 

8/30/14 

7:13am 

Brian Larsen 

School Supply Tax Holiday 

In an effort to bring down the price of school supplies, a state lawmaker is proposing a school 

supply tax holiday. House Republican Joe Graves of Genesee County says his proposal will give 

both parents and teachers a break from paying Michigan six percent sales tax on essential school 

supplies during the month of August each year. The proposal would also apply to teachers, who 

often use their own money to buy supplies. 

 

9/1/14 

1:12pm 

Sandra McNeill 

Rochester School Deaths 

Crisis counselors will be on hand for the start of school tomorrow in the Rochester Community 

district.  Three people have died since the end of class in June, including two students and a 

teacher.  The students took their own lives, while media and technology teacher Don Morris died 

after suffering a long illness.  Officials tell the Oakland Press that the crisis team members will 

be on hand to help both the students cope, as well as the faculty members. 

 



9/5/14 

10:23pm 

Greg Bowman 

DPS Job Fair 

After years of sending out pink slips to teachers telling them they would be laid off, the Detroit 

Public Schools is now looking to hire a number of new teachers.  The D-P-S head of talent 

acquisition, Greg Stokes, says the district has openings in a number of subject areas. Stokes then 

says the district is hosting a Teacher Job Fair tomorrow where interested candidates will get to 

interview one-on-one with school principals. The job fair runs from 8:30am until 3pm at the 

Hotel St. Regis on West Grand Boulevard in Detroit. 

 

9/13/14 

2:13pm 

Scott Ryan 

Bad Teacher Tweet 

A Grand Rapids-area teacher is serving a 13-day unpaid suspension after Tweeting about a 

pregnant student of hers.  The Wyoming teacher hasn't been named, but the Tweet read, "I'm 

sure the girl who is taking my economics class for the second time will make an excellent mom 

come December." Students noticed the Tweet Tuesday and told administrators.  M-LIVE says 

when the teacher's suspension is over, the student has the option of transferring out of the class. 

 

9/16/14 

11:53am 

Terri Lee 

Boy with a Gun 

Authorities say a fifth-grade boy was found with a loaded pistol at a middle school in Michigan's 

northern Lower Peninsula. The Grand Traverse County sheriff's department says another student 

at Kingsley Middle School told a teacher that the boy had the gun.  Sheriff's Department officials 

say the boy had the .25-caliber pistol in the waistband of his pants. According to authorities, the 

boy said he took the gun from his grandfather's house. No one was injured. 

 

9/20/14 

8:52am 

Rob Sanford 

Teacher Study 

A new study says that contrary to popular opinion, unruly students are not driving out teachers in 

droves from America’s urban school districts. Instead, teachers are quitting due to frustration 

with standardized testing, declining pay and benefits and lack of voice in what they teach. So 

finds a Michigan State University education scholar - and former high school teacher - says 

teacher turnover costs the nation an estimated $2.2 billion a year.  

 

9/28/14 

11:13am 

Erica Murphy 

Free Books for Teachers 

The Michigan Department of Education is making grants available to teachers to help pay for 

books. The money is only for teachers of kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms. Recipients 

must also teach in schools with a high percentage of low income pupils. The application is open 

until October 6th on the Michigan-dot-gov website. 

 



 

ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
7/1/14 

10:50am 

Terri Lee 

DTE Outage Work 

D-T-E Energy is working to get the lights back on for over 100,000 of its customers after a storm 

that also hit the Chicago area. Spokesman Scott Simons says while they're in the midst of 

restoration efforts, they're also trying to figure out just how bad the damage is. Consumers 

Energy says nearly 61,000 of its customers are waiting to have their power restored.  

 

7/9/14 

12:33pm 

Rob Mason 

Gas Leak Shuts Road 

A gas leak has shut down a road in Oakland County. Birmingham police confirm that the gas 

leak is on South Old Woodward, which is now closed between Landon and George. Birmingham 

Fire responded to a potential leak this morning in a manhole. Consumers Energy crews and 

Birmingham Fire are on the scene at this hour addressing the situation.  

 

7/17/14 

10:23pm 

Terri Lee 

No to Pet Coke 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality has rejected a Detroit company's request to 

store piles of petroleum coke at an open riverfront site. In a letter to Detroit Bulk Storage, the 

department's air quality division said the company failed to outline sufficient dust control 

measures, even in a revised version of its application. 

 

7/18/14 

8:23pm 

Bob Mundie 

DPS Transition to DTE Energy 

In a move to reduce the number of lost school days due to power outages, the Detroit Public 

Schools district announced a plan to transition all electric power from the City of Detroit Public 

Lighting Department.... to DTE Energy. DTE says they have already begun the process of 

strengthening the existing system and, as a result, many areas should start seeing a reduction in 

outages this fall. The entire transition project will take about five years.  

 



7/21/14 

6:12pm 

Paul Snider 

Air Emissions Challenge 

Environmental groups are challenging the state's decision to update an air emissions permit for a 

Dearborn steel plant. The Sierra Club and the Great Lakes Environmental Law Center filed the 

lawsuit in Wayne County Circuit Court. They object to a decision by the Michigan Department 

of Environmental Quality to revise the permit for the plant owned by Severstal, a Russian 

company that is selling the factory to AK Steel of West Chester, Ohio. The groups say the permit 

will allow the plant to continue polluting at levels that had been cited more than 30 times in state 

enforcement actions. But the DEQ says the plant's emissions are at or below state and federal 

standards. 

   

7/29/14 

11:13am 

Russ McNamara 

50,000 Still Dark 

DTE Energy is working to restore power to about 50-thousand customers still without service 

after severe thunderstorms rolled through Sunday afternoon. Oakland County was the hardest hit, 

with 34-thousand still without power. 10-thousand customers in Macomb County and 4-thousand 

in Wayne County are also without electricity. DTE crews are working 16-hour shifts and more 

than 400 workers from Ohio, Indiana and Wisconsin are assisting with the restoration efforts. 

 

8/3/14 

4:20pm 

Pat Vitale 

Toledo Toxic Water 

People in Toledo and parts of Monroe County are still being asked to avoid drinking tap water. 

Officials are awaiting test results from the Environmental Protection Agency to determine if the 

water is still toxic.  Governor John Kasich (KAY-sik) says other samples analyzed Sunday 

revealed lower levels of toxins. We have complete details, including where to get water, at CBS 

Detroit.com.   

 

8/8/14 

7:23am 

Scott Ryan 

Toledo Water Treatment Plan Danger 

Less than two months before a historic algae-induced water crisis left 500-thousand Toledo 

residents scrambling for bottled water, Ohio’s top environmental regulator warned the mayor 

that the city’s Collins Park Water Treatment Plant was vulnerable to potential failures that could 

severely impact the city’s ability to provide safe water. However, the Toledo Blade says that last 

month's warning via letter, asserted that the Ohio EPA is not yet convinced that adequate 

progress is being made. 

 



8/11/14 

5:13pm 

Rob Mason 

Farm Worker Safety 

The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed a new Worker Protection Standard for 

agricultural workers that offers some improvements for farm workers -- but proponents for farm 

worker's rights suggest the new standards do not go far enough when it comes to training, 

emergency assistance and a better understanding of work place chemicals. Legislative 

Representative with Earthjustice Andrea Delgado says the EPA has a moral obligation to do 

more. Delgado says farmers fear losing their jobs because they cannot report hazards in their 

workplace without fear of repercussion. 

 

8/13/14 

3:13pm 

Scott Ryan 

Kellogg Reducing Carbon Emissions 

Cereal maker Kellogg says it's stepping up efforts to reduce carbon emissions in its supply chain 

as part of a broader initiative to be more environmentally friendly.  The Battle Creek company 

says it will require key suppliers such as farms and mills to measure and publicly disclose their 

greenhouse gas emissions. It's also strengthening requirements for its own plants. 

 

8/19/14 

5:11pm 

Zahra Huber 

Safe Air in Schools 

When it comes to asthma, Michigan carries a particularly high burden -- higher than the rest of 

the country. And with kids heading back to school, national experts are working together to 

develop policies to improve environmental quality around Michigan K-12 schools. Dave 

Errickson is a fellow at Michigan Air, Michigan Health in Lansing. He says for the sake of our 

health, the state needs to use more renewables and less coal. The American Lung Association's 

2014 "State of the Air" report gave the majority of Michigan counties a grade of "F." 

 

8/23/14 

2:06pm 

Erica Murphy 

Raw Sewage Dump 

State officials say billions of gallons of raw and partially treated sewage was dumped into the 

Detroit area rivers and streams after flooding from heavy rains earlier this month. Department of 

Environmental Quality spokeswoman Laura Verona tells The Detroit News for a story Friday 

that about 46 percent of the nearly 10 billion gallons of sewage released August 11th by water 

treatment facilities was raw, diluted or partially treated sewage. 

 



9/5/14 

6:11am 

Scott Ryan 

Iron Ore Freighter Accident 

Near Mackinac Island, fire officials say a freighter carrying iron ore has run aground.  The 

American Spirit freighter got stuck Thursday evening in near Mackinac Island Harbor.  The ship 

was on its way to Indiana when strong winds pushed it into the muddy bottom of the Round 

Island passage.  The freighter doesn't appear to be an environmental threat at this point.  The 

channel is closed to freighter traffic but open to ferries. 

 

9/17/14 

11:05am 

Terri Lee 

Safe Drinking Water Grant 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality is awarding more than $525,000 in grants 

to help local governments protect their sources of drinking water. The city of Detroit has been 

awarded a grant of $50,000 -- as part of the Source Water Protection Grant Program -- to develop 

and implement a source water protection program for three of its intakes. The program aims to 

help safeguard public water supply systems by providing communities with matching grant 

assistance. 

 

9/20/14 

7:22am 

Rob Sanford 

Michigan Ranks 17
th

 for Clean Energy Vehicles 

A report from the Clean Energy Coalition says Michigan ranks 17th among the states for 

alternative fuel vehicles per 10,000 people despite being home to the nation's automotive 

industry. In part, that low rank is because the state provides no incentives for the vehicles. The 

report showed the states with the most alternative fuel vehicles with California being number one 

had some level of incentive to purchase the vehicles. The coalition says programs run by local 

utilities were also more effective than those run by the state. 

 

9/23/14 

1:52pm 

Terri Lee 

Deforestation 

Dozens of countries are setting a deadline for ending global deforestation. The United States, 

Canada and the entire European Union are among those who have signed on to a declaration to 

cut in half forest loss by 2020 and eliminate deforestation entirely by 2030. However, one key 

player says it won't join. Brazil's environment minister tells The Associated Press that her 

country was not consulted and the text could clash with Brazil's national laws, which allow for 

managed felling of the Amazon and other forests. 

 



9/30/14 

5:53pm 

Brian Larsen 

California Bans Single-Use Bags 

California's governor has signed legislation imposing the nation's first statewide ban on single-

use plastic bags. A national coalition of plastic bag manufacturers immediately said it would 

seek a voter referendum to repeal the law, which is scheduled to take effect in July 2015. Plastic 

bags will be phased out of large grocery stores starting next summer and convenience stores and 

pharmacies in 2016. The law allows grocers to charge a fee of at least 10 cents for using paper 

bags. The measure marks a major milestone for environmental activists who have successfully 

pushed plastic bag bans in cities across the U.S., including Chicago, Austin and Seattle. 

 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 

7/1/14 

10:22pm 

Sandra McNeill 

Hobby Lobby Ruling 

A family-owned arts and crafts store doesn't have to follow the new Obamacare requirement to 

provide contraceptive coverage.  The Supreme Court today has upheld Hobby Lobby's objection 

to the coverage under religious grounds. Oakland University Bio Ethics professor Jason 

Wasserman says the ruling is a blow to women's healthcare rights, but has a limited scope. 

 

7/2/14 

11:41am 

Sean Lee 

Moderate Drinking and Your Heart 

Two new studies provide more evidence that moderate drinking helps your heart.  One study 

specifically looked at drinking and the risk of abdominal aortic aneurysm a “ballooning” of the 

main vessel that supplies blood to the body. The condition kills or contributes to the deaths of 

nearly 30-thousand Americans a year. Drinking four to six glasses of alcohol a week was 

associated with a 20 percent lower risk of abdominal aortic aneurysm for men and a 44 percent 

lower risk for women, particularly if they drank beer or wine. The other study linked alcohol use 

to a 13 percent lower risk of heart attack, on average, but, both studies found it turned from 

beneficial to harmful when intake goes from moderate to heavy. 

 

7/7/14 

9:42am 

Terri Lee 

Children and Fast Food 

New research from Michigan State University finds that the more a child is familiar with logos 

and other images from fast-food restaurants and unhealthy food--the more likely that child is to 

be overweight.  Children aged three to five were given pictures of healthy and unhealthy food 

logos and asked to match them up with the corresponding food items.  Those who could identify 

them the most tended to have higher body mass indexes. 

 



7/15/14 

7:12am 

Sean Lee 

Your Heart and Your Face 

Patients with serious heart and lung conditions don't have the normal range of facial expressions, 

especially the ability to register surprise in response to emotional cues. That's according to 

Indiana University researchers. The researchers tested the diagnostic accuracy of reduced facial 

expression range in 50 adults with shortness of breath and chest pain in the E-R. Later analysis 

showed those patients who had a potentially serious heart or lung condition, had a significantly 

narrower range of facial expressions than those who didn't have those health problems. The study 

authors say this finding could help busy E-R doctors triage patients, and gauge who really needs 

more expensive, invasive tests. 

 

7/20/14 

10:12p 

Beth Fisher 

HIV Drugs 

New research at the University of Michigan may lead to drugs to target the H-I-V virus.  In an 

online study published in Nature Nano-technology, U-M College of Pharmacy researcher, Wei 

Cheng, says there were significant differences in the H-I-V viral particles...some were dangerous 

and infectious and some were more tame.  Cheng's lab developed and used a new optical 

technique to measure the particles. Ultimately, Cheng says they hope to learn which strains of H-

I-V contain the most dangerous viral particles most likely to infect healthy cells. 

 

8/1/14 

7:33am 

Pat Vitale 

Ebola Warning 

U-S health officials are warning Americans not to travel to the three West African countries hit 

by an Ebola outbreak. The deadly disease has killed more than 700 people this year in Guinea, 

Liberia and Sierra Leone. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says the purpose of 

the travel warning is to not only protect U.S. travelers, but limit their use of overburdened clinics 

and hospitals for injuries or other illnesses. 

 

8/4/14 

3:12pm 

Sean Lee 

Video Games Healthy 

Oxford University researchers studied 5,000 British kids and teenagers and found those who play 

console or computer games for up to an hour a day were the most likely to express satisfaction 

with their lives, had the highest levels of sociability, and appeared to have fewer friendship, 

emotional or hyperactivity issues than other kids in the study.  Children's Hospital of Michigan 

pediatrician Adeeba Khan says regardless of the findings, parents should still monitor their kids 

gaming time closely. 

 



8/7/14 

12:12pm 

Sean Lee 

PSA Screening 

Researchers from the Netherlands looked at 162,000 men ages 50 to 74, randomly giving them 

either a PSA test every two or four years, or no PSA screening. The study found widespread use 

of PSA blood tests does reduce deaths from the disease by about 20 percent, but due to lingering 

doubts over whether the benefits of screening outweigh the risks of over-diagnosis and over-

treatment, the study's authors still recommend against routine testing. Providence Oncologist 

doctor Michael Kraut says deciding to treat the cancer instead of taking the "watchful waiting" 

approach can be complicated for patients and doctors. 

 

8/11/14 

4:10pm 

Rob Mason 

Toledo Abortion Fight 

A judge has issued a stay allowing Toledo's last abortion clinic to remain open while it appeals 

an order from the Ohio Department of Health to shut down. The stay comes just a day before the 

Capital Care Network abortion clinic had been slated to close its surgical center. The state health 

department ordered the closure a month ago following a hearing officer's recommendation that 

said the clinic lacked a valid emergency-care agreement with a "local" hospital. The clinic argues 

that an agreement with a hospital in Ann Arbor puts it in compliance with a new Ohio law that 

requires the transfer agreement. State officials disagree. 

 

8/22/14 

8:11am 

Rob Davidek 

West Nile Virus 

West Nile virus has been detected in Macomb County.  The Health Department says the virus 

was detected in mosquitoes collected in Fraser.  That is the first positive sample in the county 

this year.  Oakland County reported a case of West Nile in a hawk earlier this week.  Health 

officials say residents should take precautions from mosquito bites.  No human cases have been 

reported in the tri-county area thus far.   

 

8/25/14 

8:53pm 

Brian Larsen 

Prescription Drug Deaths 

The number of deaths from prescription drug overdoses is 25 percent lower in states that have 

legalized medical marijuana according to a new study. Senior Author Dr. Colleen Barry of the 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health says no definite link has been established, 

but this is encouraging. The data covers the period from 1999 to 2010. During this time, 

California, Oregon and Washington had legalized medical pot. Ten other states have followed 

suit since then. 

 



9/6/14 

7:23am 

Sean Lee 

Childhood Obesity 

Students at 58 Michigan schools will take part in a program designed to fight childhood obesity.  

The "Building Healthy Communities" program works to improve childhood wellness through 

school-based programming. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Shannon Carney-Oleksyk [Oh-

lex-sick], says the kids at Madison Elementary in Madison Heights, are excited to be part of the 

program. 

 

9/12/14 

12:11pm 

Sean Lee 

Protein and Blood Pressure 

Boston University researchers say more protein could do wonders for your blood pressure. 

Specifically, researchers found people who ate an average of about 100 grams of protein a day 

had a 40 percent lower risk of having high blood pressure than those on low-protein diets. The 

researchers analyzed the diets of healthy participants from the Framingham Offspring Study and 

monitored their blood pressure over an 11-year period.  They found adults who consumed more 

protein, whether from animal or plant sources, had markedly lower blood pressure levels after 

four years of follow-up, regardless of whether they were overweight. The study's author says the 

findings suggest experts should revisit the recommended daily amount of protein for optimal 

heart health. 

 

9/13/14 

6:53am 

Sean Lee 

Treating Type Two Diabetes 

New Canadian research says there may be a better, safer way to treat Type 2 Diabetes. This new 

study finds combining insulin with a relatively new hormone-like drug seems to be safer and 

more effective than current methods of treating type two. The drug belongs to a new class of 

injectables called GLP-1, which mimic the behavior of a gut hormone.  It's already available as a 

treatment for diabetes, either used alone or in combination with basal insulin. The authors 

reviewed the findings of 15 previous studies involving more than 4,300 diabetes patients and 

found, compared with standard diabetes treatments, the combination therapy proved 92 percent 

more effective overall in achieving optimal blood sugar control. 

 

9/16/14 

4:12pm 

Zahra Huber  

Cancer Specialist Pleads 

Breaking news involving a local cancer specialist charged with health care fraud, conspiracy and 

money laundering. We're learning that Dr. Farid Fata has pleaded guilty to 16 federal charges 

and admits he gave patients unneeded treatments before billing Medicare and other insurers. Fata 

was scheduled to go on trial next month. There was no plea deal with the U.S. Justice 

Department. 

 



9/22/14 

2:13pm 

Marie Osborne 

Kid Sports Injuries 

Many parents whose kids participate in athletics will be asked to sign a waiver about concussion 

education, but that’s not enough to ensure they are confident about handling the injury, according 

to a new University of Michigan Poll on Children’s Health. The poll looked at the attitudes of 

912 parents with students between the ages of 10 and 17.  Parents with students in athletics 

reported a greater understanding of concussions but Clark says ALL parents need to be familiar 

with the hazard. 

 

9/26/14 

11:42pm 

Terri Lee 

Ebola Vaccine 

The World Health Organization says there should be thousands of doses of experimental Ebola 

vaccines available in the coming months and they could eventually be given to health care 

workers and other people who have had contact with the sick. But Marie-Paule Kieny, assistant 

director-general at WHO, cautioned reporters in Geneva that no vaccine has yet been proven safe 

or effective in humans. Testing has now begun to make sure they are not harmful to people. 

 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
7/1/14 

6:07am 

Scott Ryan 

New Program to Seize Drug Houses 

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan plans to roll out a new program to seize drug houses--and put them 

in the hands of families to want to live in the city.  The program will start later this month.  

Duggan's office will notify homeowners that their house has been raided--with a warning that 

future raids will result in the home being seized by the city and sold. 

 

7/1/14 

3:06pm 

Greg Bowman 

Candidate Picks Up Key Endorsement 

A big boost for Warren Evans in his campaign to become the next Wayne County Executive.  

Mayor Mike Duggan and Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy today joined with local 

business, labor and community leaders in endorsing Evans for the job. 

 

7/3/14 

3:06pm 

Zahra Huber 

New Emergency Manager for Lincoln Park 

Governor Rick Snyder has appointed an emergency manager to run Lincoln Park, where officials 

say the deficit increased by at least $1 million in the last budget year. Brad Coulter is taking a 

leave of absence from O'Keefe & Associates, a turnaround consulting firm where he is an 

independent contractor.  Coulter says Lincoln Park's property values have really come down in 

the last few years. 



 

7/3/14 

6:06pm 

Ron Dewey 

New Partnership to Get Rid of Blight 

A new partnership between Detroit mayor Mike Duggan and The Detroit International Bridge 

Company was announced today. Officials say it's all about keeping communities safe by getting 

rid of abandoned and blighted properties in the city. 

 

7/8/14 

6:33pm 

Stephanie Davis 

New Program to Fight Blight 

A message today to Detroit homeowners whose property is being used for illegal drug activity; 

clean up your act or the city will move to seize your property.  Detroit mayor Mike Duggan, 

teaming up with police chief James Craig for a new initiative to fight blight and crime. 339 

homeowners are receiving warning notices this week that if their property is raided for a second 

time, the city will sue to seize the property. Once the city receives a title, it will be added to the 

inventory of homes being auctioned online 

 

7/14/14 

5:06pm 

Zahra Huber 

Business Owners Upset with City’s Development Plan 

Ferndale businesses concerned about a development project will get a chance to voice those 

concerns at a town hall meeting on Wednesday night. The "3-60 Project" is only in its planning 

phase for the downtown area, but it will build a parking, office, residential, and retail space on 

two city-owned lots. That will tie up parking for many businesses in the area.  Heatherleigh 

Navarre with the Boston Tea Room is one concerned business owner. 

 

7/18/14 

9:07am 

Scott Ryan 

Poll: Governor’s Race Getting Closer 

A new poll shows the race for governor is getting tighter.  The latest numbers from EPIC-MRA 

of Lansing show Republican Governor Rick Snyder with a 46-to-43 percent edge over likely 

Democratic challenger Mark Schauer.  Snyder had a nine-point lead back in May.  In the race for 

Michigan's open U-S Senate seat, Democratic Congressman Gary Peters leads former Michigan 

Secretary of State, Republican Terri Lynn Land, by a 45-to-36 margin. 

 

7/22/14 

6:05am 

Vickie Thomas 

Candidates Debate Tonight 

Two weeks before the August 5th primary election and four of the top five candidate for Wayne 

County Executive will be debating the issues tonight.  One candidate who won't be involved is 

Warren Evans who didn't commit soon enough. Political pundit Cliff Russell says Evans has alot 

of momentum now. 

 

 



7/23/14 

5:04am 

Ron Dewey 

Detroit Wins Major Development Project 

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan will announce a 148-million dollar deal today for a manufacturing 

research institute. He had to snag the business from Canton. American Lightweight Metals 

Manufacturing Innovation Institute is one of four research hubs that was announced by President 

Obama back in January. When there were problems with the Canton site originally proposed, a 

quick cleanup of a Corktown site gave the developers other options. 

 

8/4/14 

6:34pm 

Brian Larsen 

Mayor Takes Leave of Absence 

The mayor of Sterling Heights, Richard Notte, has revealed that he's been diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer and will be taking a leave of absence to undergo treatment.  The 76-year-old 

Notte says his treatment will begin in the next few days and says he's optimistic about resuming 

his mayoral schedule.  During his absence,  Mayor Pro Tem Michael Taylor will take his place. 

 

8/5/14 

All Day 

Various reporters 

Primary Election Day in Michigan 

This is Primary Election Day in Michigan.  Local, State and Congressional races -- along with 

tax questions -- are on the primary ballot. The polls are open until 8 o'Clock.  We talked with 

voters and the candidates throughout the day and night.  

 

8/6/14 

All morning 

Various Reporters 

Primary Election Results. 

The winners have been picked, but the work is only getting started for some candidates.  Warren 

Evans wins the nomination for Wayne County Executive over a handful of other challengers.  

Brenda Lawrence won a close race for the congressional seat being vacated by Senate candidate 

Gary Peters.  Complete results at CBS Detroit.com 

 

8/7/14 

6:06pm 

Brian Larsen 

Mayor Files Lawsuit over Ballot Proposal 

He said he would sue if voters approved Proposal 1 and today Warren Mayor Jim Fouts says he's 

asking his city attorney to file a lawsuit in Michigan Court of Claims to invalidate the vote.  

Proposal one ends the personal property taxes for some businesses.  It passed by a wide--69-31 

percent margin Tuesday.  Fouts says the proposal was confusing and one-sided. 

 



8/19/14 

4:04pm 

Newsroom 

Mayor Works With Residents on Water Shutoffs 

Teams from Mayor Mike Duggan's office, along with the Detroit Water  Department, will be 

working throughout the week to help city residents faced with having their water shutoff.  Mayor 

Duggan says time is running out for people to make payment arrangements. The deadline to 

make arrangements is next Tuesday, August 25th. 

 

8/26/14 

1:04pm 

Sandra McNeill 

City Council Considers Drilling Moratorium 

The Rochester Hills City Council has called a special meeting tonight to consider a moratorium 

on gas and oil exploration.  The vote comes a week after neighboring Shelby Township called a 

halt to the drilling for six months. Rochester Hills resident Rachel Ferhadson hopes the 

moratorium passes in her city.  Rochester Hills Mayor Bryan Barnett has reportedly said that 

West Bay Exploration has acquired 400 leases for drilling in the city but it will not seek any 

more. 

 

9/5/14 

2:07pm 

Stephanie Davis 

Mayor Promoting Soccer for Kids 

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan was on hand at Henry Ford Academy yesterday for the kick-off of 

the "Detroit Goal Soccer League" for elementary-age kids. Duggan, a former soccer coach, says 

games will be played at city parks.  The league is in partnership with Detroit PAL (Police 

Athletic League), and will have 44 teams comprised of public and charter school students. 

 

9/7/14 

10:10am 

Brian Larsen 

State Lawmaker Pushes for More School Funding 

Kids are back to school... and some state lawmakers are calling for more money for Michigan's 

K-12 budget.  State House Democrats have introduced legislation to raise the state's minimum 

per-pupil funding from $50 to the original amount recommended by Governor Snyder of $83.  

Representative Sam Singh of East Lansing says with higher costs and rising inflation, to some 

school districts the $50 increase is actually a cut. 

  

9/13/14 

5:06pm 

Erica Murphy 

Lawmaker Introduces Distressed Taxpayers Bill 

Homeowners struggling to pay delinquent county  taxes may soon be able to make payment 

arrangements with county treasurers. State Rep Phil Cavanaugh sponsored the measure called the 

"distressed taxpayers bill".  Cavanaugh say's he's confidant the bill will pass through the state 

Senate and move onto Governor Rick Snyder's desk. 

 



9/18/14 

5:11am 

Tim Skubick 

Governor Sets Up Town Hall Meetings 

Governor Rick Snyder has announced a series of town hall meetings, but his Democratic 

opponent would rather have debates.  Snyder’s campaign said he will conduct 10 meetings to 

talk to people about their concerns.  Challenger Mark Schauer would like to have Snyder debate.  

 

9/25/14 

8:33am 

Vickie Thomas 

Detroit City Council Discusses Emergency Manager Duties 

Detroit city council will continue discussions today about the future of Emergency Manager 

Kevyn Orr.  Council spent all day behind closed doors Wednesday trying to decide if Orr should 

stay on after his term ends in the coming days.  Under Michigan's current emergency manager 

law, council could remove Orr from office as early as Saturday--which would be 18 months after 

he was appointed by Governor Snyder.  Snyder says Orr should stay put until the city's 

bankruptcy case is resolved. 

 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
7/1/14 

1:07pm 

Brooke Allen 

Oakland County Siren Test 

Oakland County residents heard the sirens blaring around 3 o'clock this morning. Sara Stoddard, 

Chief of Emergency Management for Oakland County Homeland Security division says it’s what 

they do. Stoddard says Oakland County tests their sirens the first Saturday of every month and if 

you hear it at any other time. Take precautions. 

 

7/2/14 

7:20pm 

Pat Vitale 

Airport Bomb Detection Lacking 

U-S officials fear security operations at some overseas airports aren't ready to find the next 

generation of bombs. Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson issued a statement asking for 

enhanced security measures in the coming days at certain airports. 

 

7/11/14 

10:05pm 

Cassandra Bishop 

Homeland Security Raid 

There's been an apparent raid on Detroit's west side as Homeland Security agents investigate 

what many neighbors believe is a storefront where illegal drugs were sold.  Homeland Security 

Agents raided a computer store on Detroit's west side. Residents watched the raid take place. 

 



7/13/14 

10:12am 

Erica Murphy 

Fire Department Grants 

Two metro Detroit fire departments will receive grants from the Department of Homeland 

Security to help buy new vehicle and improve operations.  Sterling Heights and Bruce Township 

fire departments will both get help from the feds. The Sterling Heights fire department will get 

just over $193-million to improve operations and safety...Bruce Township will get about $237-

million to buy a new tanker. Each department will also get new fitness equipment as part of the 

grant program. 

 

7/18/14 

10:13pm 

Bob Mundie 

Ecstasy Ring 

Nine Metro Detroiters have been charged in a large-scale Ecstasy distribution ring.  The charges 

follow an investigation by the Immigration and Homeland Security Departments.  While four of 

the suspects are in custody, authorities are still looking for the five others.  The 17-count 

indictment alleges that the nine were distributing the drugs between May of 2013...and April of 

2014.  The indictment also alleges the group was involved in the distribution of heroin.  If 

convicted, several of the suspects could face up to 40-years in jail. 

 

7/30/14 

10:43am 

Rob Sanford 

Michigan Terrorist Target 

Michigan is one of 10 states that are on a government list of potential terrorist targets.  

According to Congressional investigators, the government is underestimating the threat of a 

chemical attack on America's densely populated cities and has failed to inspect virtually all of the 

chemical facilities that it considers particularly vulnerable to terrorists. Half of the more than 

four-thousand high-risk facilities on the Homeland Security watch list are in 10 states ... and one 

of those states is Michigan. Officials also say that larger metropolitan areas might be more 

vulnerable to terrorist attacks. 

 

8/7/14 

6:23am 

Scott Ryan 

Dearborn Terrorism Hub 

An online magazine suggests that Dearborn is second only to New York among U-S cities as 

having the most people suspected of having terrorism ties.  The Intercept, citing secret 

documents from a government agency, says that as of last year, there were nearly 21-thousand 

people in the U-S who were known or suspected terrorists.  Some Dearborn residents telling the 

Detroit News the report gives people the wrong idea about the city.  Houston, San Diego and 

Chicago rounded out the top five. 

 



8/14/14 

7:22am 

Rob Sanford 

CAIR Lawsuit 

The Michigan chapter of the Council of American-Islamic Relations will be announcing today 

the filing of a lawsuit on behalf of several Muslims challenging their placement on the 

government’s Terrorist Screening Database. Staff Attorney Lena Masri says the suit will 

challenge what she calls, the government’s broad and unchecked power to secretly label people 

as “known or suspected terrorist” without facts to back it up. CAIR is also unhappy with a leaked 

document that said Dearborn ranked 2nd in the top 5 U.S. cities represented on federal watch 

lists.  

 

8/20/14 

6:35am 

Pat Vitale 

No Fly List Once-Over 

Rules governing the secretive U.S. no fly list are getting a once-over. The Obama administration 

is promising to change the way travelers can ask to be removed from the list of suspected 

terrorists banned from air travel. The decision comes after a federal judge ruled that the lack of a 

meaningful way to challenge the designation is unconstitutional. 

 

8/26/14 

10:50pm 

Gary Lundy 

American Fighting in Syria 

A cousin of an American killed in Syria tells the Minneapolis Star Tribune that she knew 

Douglas McArthur McCain had "strong Muslim beliefs." But she says McCain told relatives he 

was in Turkey. A U.S. official says it's believed McCain was in Syria to fight alongside a 

terrorist group, most likely Islamic State. He grew up in suburban Minneapolis but had most 

recently lived in San Diego. 

 

8/30/14 

1:20pm 

Pat Vitale 

Saudi Arabian Terrorism Fight 

The king of Saudi Arabia is calling on the international community to go after terrorist groups 

with collective "power and speed." Otherwise, he says the terrorists will attack Europe and the 

United States. In his comments carried today by Saudi state media, King Abdullah didn't 

mention any terrorist groups by name, but the group Islamic State is a major concern in the 

region after seizing wide swaths of land across Syria and Iraq. 

 

9/10/14 

11:07am 

Zahra HUBER 

ISIS with Western Passports 

Michigan Congresswoman Candice Miller is leading a hearing on the threat posed by ISIS 

terrorists with western Passports.  Miller opened the House Homeland Security subcommittee 

meeting saying we've seen this before with the 9-11 attacks. Miller says defeating terrorists' 

ability to move internationally has long been the focus area for the subcommittee. 

 



9/16/14 

10:11am 

Jackie Paige 

U.S. Canada Security Conference 

Security efforts along the border between the U.S. and Canada are being discussed during a 

conference in downtown Detroit over the next couple of days. The U.S. Customs and Border 

Patrol Commissioner is scheduled to speak at this morning's "Beyond the Border 2.0" event at 

Cobo Center. Sessions on using technology to protect the border also are scheduled Tuesday and 

Wednesday. 

 

9/18/14 

12:42pm 

Scott Ryan 

Al-Qaeda Cell 

While ISIS is dominating the homeland--  sources tell CBS News an Al-Qaeda cell you've 

probably never heard is considered even *more* dangerous than ISIS. CBS News Senior 

Security Contributor and former CIA Deputy Director Mike Morell tells us about the cell that 

goes by the name "Khorasan" is made up of terrorists loyal to al Qaeda leader Ayman al 

Zawahiri. 

 

9/23/14 

9:05pm 

Roberta Jasina 

ISIS Threat 

AS CBS has been reporting, officials in Washington are concerned that the airstrikes on Islamic 

State fighters in Syria might trigger terror attacks on the U.S. homeland and Americans are 

wondering....how safe are we? Terrorism expert Dr. Jonathan White at Grand Valley State 

University says there's good news and bad news about ISIS.  They have a lot of cash, but they 

have significant liabilities, too. White says ISIS is interested mostly in creating drama that will 

"terrorize" people through news coverage and social media. 

 

9/25/14 

10:36am 

Jackie Paige 

Mac Security Bug 

New warnings out today for users of Linux and MAC OS X operating systems! The Department 

of Homeland Security's Computer Emergency Readiness Team issued a warning about a virus 

known as the BASH bug.   Experts say a perfect set of circumstances would need to occur for an 

attack to work. But some say the bug could pose a bigger threat than the "Heartbleed" computer 

security flaw discovered earlier this year. 

 



LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
7/3/14 

8:30am 

Murray Feldman 

Unemployment Numbers Released 

The latest jobs report shows that the economy added 288-thousand jobs in June, and the 

unemployment rate fell to 6.1 percent.  Fox 2 and WWJ Business Editor Murray Feldman said 

there are many companies in Michigan, who are now hiring, especially in the trucking industry. 

 

7/3/14 

11:30am 

Ed Cardenas 

Positive Employment News in Detroit Area 

Metro Detroit is seeing positive employment news. The Detroit area is in the top 10 regions 

nationally to experience post-recession job growth, according to a study by Economic Modeling 

Specialists, Inc.  Between 2010 and 2013 the Detroit area gained 125,000 jobs, according to the 

study. And the job growth continues, with AT&T filling 95 jobs, including 59 new jobs, in a 

number job classifications. 

 

7/8/14 

7:23am 

Scott Ryan 

A Part Time World? 

Google co-found Larry Page envisions a world where people can work part-time...while 

maintaining their current standard of living thanks to automation.  The East Lansing native and 

Google's other co-founder, Sergey Brin, are featured in a joint interview posted to YouTube.  

Page says between robots and machines, the world should be living in a "time of abundance," but 

adds that the overall need for labor isn't going away any time soon. 

 

7/9/14 

7:30am 

Scott Ryan 

Police Officers Reach Tentative Agreement 

The city of Detroit has reached a tentative contract with the Detroit Police Officers' Association.  

The union deal, reached late last night, resolves one of the city's last remaining labor disputes.  It 

comes three days before Friday's votes are due on the city's plan of adjustment, a key component 

to Detroit's exit from Chapter nine bankruptcy. 

 

7/24/14 

12:33pm 

Terri Lee 

More People Working in US 

Workers may be unhappy with their paychecks, but more people *are* working.  The Labor 

Department reports an encouraging drop in the number of people applying for unemployment 

benefits. Applications fell by 9,000 last week, to a seasonally adjusted 284,000. 

 



8/1/14 

10:04am 

Murray Feldman 

Unemployment Rate Inches Up 

U-S employers extending this year's hiring surge into July by adding 209-thousand jobs--the 

sixth straight month of job growth above 200-thousand.  WWJ and Fox2 business editor Murray 

Feldman says the nation's unemployment rate inched upward to six-point-two percent, as more 

Americans started looking for work.  The jobless aren't counted as unemployed unless they are 

actively seeking employment. 

 

8/11/14 

5:14am 

Scott Ryan 

Michigan Full Time Work Hard To Find 

New government figures show that Michigan is one of the toughest states to find full-time work.  

According to the U-S Bureau of Labor Statistics, Michigan is seventh in the country, citing an 

unemployment rate of nearly eight percent and an underemployment rate of more than 15 

percent.  The state's labor force is nearly six percent smaller than it was in 2007.   

 

8/11/14 

5:13p 

Rob Mason 

Farm Worker Safety 

The Environmental Protection Agency has proposed a new Worker Protection Standard for 

agricultural workers that offers some improvements for farm workers -- but proponents for farm 

worker's rights suggest the new standards do not go far enough when it comes to training, 

emergency assistance and a better understanding of work place chemicals.  

 

8/31/14 

6:03 

Jayne Bower 

Labor Day in Detroit 

Detroit hosts one of the nation's largest Labor Day parades today with Vice President Joe Biden 

expected to lead the way.  Michigan's union membership has been dwindling for years...with 

16% of the workforce unionized.  Marick Masters is Director of the Labor Studies Program at 

Wayne State University.  He says while Michigan's "Right to Work" law was a major setback ... 

it has also presented unions with an opportunity to re-assert their relevance. 

 

9/1/14 

6:03am 

Ron Dewey 

Labor Day Rally with Vice President Biden 

Vice President Joe Biden -- in town today for Detroit's annual Labor Day Parade -- tells 

hundreds of local union members that they deserve a "fair share" of any improvement in 

corporate profits. 

 



9/5/14 

2:50pm 

Chrystal Knight 

Worker Killed At Airport 

A worker at Metro Airport was killed this morning in an apparent accident while loading luggage 

onto a plane.  The accident happened at gate D-32 at the North Terminal as a jetliner was going 

to start boarding for a flight to Dallas.   The flight was delayed.  An investigation by Airport 

Police is underway.  The worker, who was a contractor for American Airlines, was taken to the 

hospital with serious injuries. 

 

9-13-14 

7:10p 

Scott Ryan 

Nurse Files Suit 

A former nurse claims she was fired from the University of Michigan Hospital in violation of the 

state's Whistleblower Act.  Kimberly Rodriguez says her dismissal was due in part her filing of a 

complaint against a fellow nurse for not following proper procedures when disposing of 

medication.  Rodriguez, who was hired as a U of M nurse in 2008, is also claiming racial 

discrimination because her former boss is black.  The university hasn't commented yet on the 

lawsuit. 

 

9/17/14 

5:07pm 

Brian Larsen 

New Distribution Center in Wayne County 

New jobs coming to Wayne County thanks to Costco.  The company plans to  build a new 

distribution warehouse in Van Buren Township creating more than 120 jobs.  The township 

approved a tax break and the state awarded Costco a business development grant in order to 

secure the 48-million dollar project.    

 

9/26/14 

6:11pm 

Brian Larsen 

Eastern Market To Create New Jobs, Business 

A local nonprofit announced a new effort to encourage the creation of jobs and businesses while 

strengthening the community in Detroit's Eastern Market.  Eastern Market Corporation, which 

manages the market and its adjacent commercial district, will use 250-thousand dollars from the 

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation to update and enhance a 2008 development plan. 

 



RACE RELATIONS 
 

7/8/14 

11:13am 

Zahra Huber 

Structural Racism Study 

Wayne State University has received a $1.3 million grant from the Kellogg Foundation to 

support a new effort to address issues of structural racism in Detroit. The funding announced this 

week will help the Detroit school launch the Detroit Equity Action Lab. Under the program, 60 

leaders of nonprofits that work in the areas of racial equity, health care, education, food security, 

safety and housing plan to participate. The project will begin this summer and is funded for three 

years. 

 

7/12/14 

6:12am 

Erica Murphy 

Housing Industry Discrimination 

Wayne State University is holding a forum aimed at highlighting discrimination against 

minorities in the housing industry. The forum takes place this morning and will feature speakers 

who will share cases of the various ways minorities are treated unfairly when seeking approval 

for mortgages and leases. The forum is jointly sponsored by the Center for Civil 

Rights...American Citizens for Justice and the Fair Housing Center of Metro Detroit. The event 

begins at 10am today at the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil Rights on West Palmer in Detroit. 

 

7/17/14 

11:42pm 

Tawana Holly 

CBS Redskins Use 

CBS won't dictate to its announcers whether or not to use the nickname of Washington's NFL 

franchise during televised games this season. CBS Sports chairman says he hasn't told on-air 

talent such as Jim Nantz and Phil Simms what to say regarding the controversy surrounding the 

Redskins' name. Washington owner Dan Snyder has vowed not to change the name, but is facing 

unprecedented opposition from those who consider it a racial slur. 

 

7/22/14 

2:35pm 

Bob Mundie 

Wafer Jury and Race 

Day two of jury selection in the Theodore Wafer murder trial and there are already accusations 

the defense is trying to stack the jury. Wafer is the Dearborn Heights man accused of fatally 

shooting 19 year old Ranisha McBride on his front porch last fall.  Meantime...Over 35 potential 

jurors have been dismissed over two days, including nine today.   With jurors out of the 

courtroom, prosecutors objected to how defense attorney Cheryl Carpenter was eliminating 

jurors.  Of the five jurors Carpenter wanted excused, all were African American.  Carpenter 

explained she was using her "strikes" for racial-neutral reasons -- pointing out that one juror 

publicly gave opinions about the case... while another was asleep in the jury box.   The judge 

issued a warning and said she'll keep a very close eye on any further dismissals. 

 



7/25/14 

7:42am 

Rob Sanford 

Arabs Denied Ballots 

Did Dearborn Heights officials keep Arab-Americans from picking up absentee ballots? The 

Arab-American Anti-Discrimination Committee wants state and federal authorities to look into 

it. The A-D-C claims city officials would only mail the ballots - even if the would-be voters had 

no way to get their mail. Dearborn Heights officials denied any wrongdoing to The Detroit 

News. 

 

8/10/14 

1:34pm 

Zahra Huber 

Ferguson Unrest 

The police shooting of an unarmed black teenager in a St. Louis suburb had prompted protests in 

the streets.  Now, police are talking about what led up to the death of 18-year-old Michael 

Brown.  St. Louis County Police Chief Jon Belmar says while the teenager was not armed, he 

pushed an officer back into his squad car and there was an attempt to get the officer's gun. 

Belmar says there were multiple shots.  He's not sure how many from the officer's gun.  The 

policeman has been with the Ferguson Police Department for six years with a clean record. 

 

8/11/14 

5:41pm 

Terri Lee 

Barneys Racial Profiling 

The upscale retailer Barneys has agreed to pay $525,000 to settle allegations of racial profiling at 

its flagship New York City department store. The state attorney general announced the 

agreement today. It comes after several customers complained last year that they were singled 

out as suspected shoplifters because they were minorities. 

 

8/20/14 

10:53am 

Terri Lee 

Macy’s Lawsuit 

Macy's has agreed to pay 650-thousand dollars to settle allegations of racial profiling at its 

flagship store in Manhattan's Herald Square.  The company will adopt new policies on police 

access to its security cameras and against profiling, employee training, investigate customer 

complaints, along with better record-keeping on compliance issues.  The government received 

several complaints last year from minority customers who said they were detained, despite not 

stealing anything. 

 



8/22/14 

9:03pm 

Stephanie Garrette 

Local Man Arrested In Ferguson 

A Wayne State University student has been released from police custody in Ferguson, Missouri. 

Dennis Black was arrested with 7 others last night for "failure to disperse." The 23-year-old says 

he and others with the National Lawyers Guild were taken into custody after they started 

videotaping police officers. According to police, Black was the only Detroiter arrested -- but 

there are reports that two others were apprehended.  Many people from across the country are in 

Ferguson, part of demonstrations that have gone on for days following the police fatal shooting 

of an unarmed Black teenager. 

 

8/30/14 

7:37am 

Paul Snider 

Rosa Parks Items Bought 

Howard Buffett, son of billionaire Warren Buffett, has purchased hundreds of items belonging to 

the late civil rights icon Rosa Parks from a New York auction house. The material has been 

languishing in a warehouse since shortly after Parks' death in Detroit in 2005. Arlan Ettinger, 

president of Guernsey's Auctioneers, says Parks' writings show that, even as a child in the South, 

she was keenly aware of racial injustice. 

 

9/4/14 

3:33p 

Brian Larsen 

Feds to Investigate Ferguson Police  

The Justice Department is launching a broad investigation into the practices of the Ferguson, 

Missouri police department. That's according to Attorney General Eric Holder. He announced 

the investigation following the shooting last month of an unarmed 18 year-old by a police officer 

in the St. Louis suburb. It's a separate inquiry from an ongoing federal civil rights investigation 

into the circumstances of the August 9th shooting of Michael Brown by Officer Darren Wilson. 

A local grand jury is also investigating. 

 

9/13/14 

7:10pm 

Scott Ryan 

Nurse Files Suit 

A former nurse claims she was fired from the University of Michigan Hospital in violation of the 

state's Whistleblower Act.  Kimberly Rodriguez says her dismissal was due in part her filing of a 

complaint against a fellow nurse for not following proper procedures when disposing of 

medication.  M-LIVE says Rodriguez, who was hired as a U of M nurse in 2008, is also claiming 

racial discrimination because her former boss is black.  The university hasn't commented yet on 

the lawsuit. 

 



9/16/14 

5:23am 

Sandra McNeill 

Civil Rights Violation Alleged 

A judge has thrown out a lawsuit by several Grosse Pointe families who say their civil rights are 

being violated because their kids can't go to Grosse Pointe South High School.  The families live 

in the attendance zone of Grosse Pointe North High and claim the map violates their rights 

because other residents in Grosse Pointe Farms go to South.  Federal Judge Patrick Duggan says 

he's "slightly troubled" that a lawyer for the parents compared their situation to the 1954 U.S. 

Supreme Court decision that struck down racial segregation in schools when race isn't an issue. 

 

9/22/14 

2:34pm 

Terri Lee 

Wal-Mart Shooting Racially Charged 

A grand jury is looking into the fatal shooting of a man by police in an Ohio Wal-Mart to 

determine whether charges should be filed in the racially charged case. An official says the 

special Greene County grand jury was seated this morning in Xenia (ZEEN'-yah). It isn't known 

how long it will take jurors to make a decision in the fatal shooting of 22-year-old John 

Crawford III. Crawford, who was black, was shot by police Aug. 5 while holding an air rifle his 

family says he'd taken off a shelf at the store in Beavercreek, a suburb of Dayton. Police say 

Crawford didn't obey officers' commands to put down the weapon. The two officers involved are 

white. 

 

9/30/14 

11:37pm 

Gary Lundy 

Ohio Early Voting Change Triggers Lawsuit 

A divided Supreme Court has put off the start of early voting in Ohio, which had been set to 

begin tomorrow [Tuesday]. The justices' order by a 5-4 vote granted a request from state 

officials, who have been trying to trim the number of days for early voting and restrict weekend 

and evening hours. The moves prompted a lawsuit from black churches and civil rights groups 

that the new rules would make it difficult for residents to vote and disproportionately affect low-

income and black voters. Early voting in the swing state now will start on Oct. 7th.   

 

 

REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
7/3/14 

3:06pm 

Zahra Huber 

New Emergency Manager for Lincoln Park 

Governor Rick Snyder has appointed an emergency manager to run Lincoln Park, where officials 

say the deficit increased by at least $1 million in the last budget year. Brad Coulter is taking a 

leave of absence from O'Keefe & Associates, a turnaround consulting firm where he is an 

independent contractor.  Coulter says Lincoln Park's property values have really come down in 

the last few years. 

 



7/3/14 

6:06pm 

Ron Dewey 

New Partnership to Get Rid of Blight 

A new partnership between Detroit mayor Mike Duggan and The Detroit International Bridge 

Company was announced today. Officials say it's all about keeping communities safe by getting 

rid of abandoned and blighted properties in the city. 

 

7/8/14 

6:33pm 

Stephanie Davis 

New Program to Fight Blight 

A message today to Detroit homeowners whose property is being used for illegal drug activity; 

clean up your act or the city will move to seize your property.  Detroit mayor Mike Duggan, 

teaming up with police chief James Craig for a new initiative to fight blight and crime. 339 

homeowners are receiving warning notices this week that if their property is raided for a second 

time, the city will sue to seize the property. Once the city receives a title, it will be added to the 

inventory of homes being auctioned online. 

 

7/20/14 

1:06pm 

Beth Fisher 

Red Wings Arena Project Plans Announced 

A huge development is planned for downtown Detroit as a new Red Wings arena is built.  

Olympia Development has announced it also plans to develop five new neighborhoods along 

Woodward in downtown and midtown that will include apartments and office space.  Detroit 

Mayor Mike Duggan says this is the way we should be planning the city's future...giving thought 

as to how the surrounding neighborhood will be affected. 

 

7/23/14 

5:04am 

Ron Dewey 

Detroit Wins Major Development Project 

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan will announce a 148-million dollar deal today for a manufacturing 

research institute. He had to snag the business from Canton. American Lightweight Metals 

Manufacturing Innovation Institute is one of four research hubs that was announced by President 

Obama back in January. When there were problems with the Canton site originally proposed, a 

quick cleanup of a Corktown site gave the developers other options. 

 

8/8/14 

6:11am 

Rob Sanford 

Downtown Building Renovation On Target 

One of the largest building makeovers in downtown Detroit is right on schedule. The David 

Whitney building is expected to be re-opened early next year.  It’s an $82 million dollar project, 

and when done…the Whitney building will include 105 residential apartments, 135 hotel rooms 

and ground level retail.  The money to finance the re-do is coming from a variety of sources, 

including the Michigan Strategic Funds, Detroit Economic Growth Corporation, and the 

Michigan Historic Preservation Network. 

 



8/15/14 

2:12pm 

Ron Dewey 

Downtowns Thrive in Oakland County 

Downtowns as a cog in Oakland County's economic revival. Oakland County Executive L-

Brooks Patterson lauding the ten communities whose downtowns not only survived the economic 

downturn, but thrived...creating over 6600 jobs, 870 new businesses, and over 3-million square 

feet of new business space.  Downtowns including Ferndale, Farmington, highland Holly, Lake 

Orion Ortonville Rochester, Clawson Franklina and Pontiac adding their own development spin 

to draw businesses and visitors. 

 

8/20/14 

5:07am 

Scott Ryan 

Plans For The Packard Plant 

The next chapter in the Packard Plant saga could begin soon.  The building's new owner, 

Fernando Palazuelo, telling the Free Press that cleanup crews and cranes will be arriving in the 

next few weeks.  Palazuelo is also hoping to acquire a world-famous Banksy graffiti mural that 

was plucked from the site four years ago.  He's hoping to restore some of the building's original 

structure and turn it  into a commercial-industrial development. 

 

8/25/14 

6:34am 

Scott Ryan 

Auto Supplier To Break Ground On Expansion Project 

Governor Snyder will spend part of his morning in Plymouth, at a groundbreaking ceremony for 

the expansion of a Bosch facility.  The expansion of the technical center, on Haggerty Road near 

I-275 and Five Mile Road, will enable Bosch to add up to 200 jobs over the next three years. 

 

9/5/14 

2:07pm 

Stephanie Davis 

Mayor Promoting Soccer for Kids 

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan was on hand at Henry Ford Academy yesterday for the kick-off of 

the "Detroit Goal Soccer League" for elementary-age kids. Duggan, a former soccer coach, says 

games will be played at city parks.  The league is in partnership with Detroit PAL (Police 

Athletic League), and will have 44 teams comprised of public and charter school students. 

 

9/17/14 

5:07pm 

Brian Larsen 

New Distribution Center in Wayne County 

New jobs coming to Wayne County thanks to Costco.  The company plans to  build a new 

distribution warehouse in Van Buren Township creating more than 120 jobs.  The township 

approved a tax break and the state awarded Costco a business development grant in order to 

secure the 48-million dollar project.    

 



9/25/14 

1:30pm 

Marie Osborne 

Groundbreaking for New Red Wings Arena 

A new home for the Detroit Red Wings is one step closer to reality today with a ground-breaking 

in the theatre district.  The $450-million arena construction project is the biggest single project of 

it's kind to hit the city in decades.  A big moment for the Illitch Family.  Chris Illitch honored his 

parents.  Olympia has said its site work and excavation will begin later this fall, with major work 

to start by sometime next year. 

 

9/26/14 

6:11pm 

Brian Larsen 

Eastern Market To Create New Jobs, Business 

A local nonprofit announced a new effort to encourage the creation of jobs and businesses while 

strengthening the community in Detroit's Eastern Market.  Eastern Market Corporation, which 

manages the market and its adjacent commercial district, will use 250-thousand dollars from the 

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation to update and enhance a 2008 development plan. 

  
 
TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 

 

7/1/14 

10:31am 

Vickie Thomas 

M-1 Rail Project to Begin Later This Month 

Construction will get going later this month for the M-1 Light Rail Project. And when that 

happens, a big chunk of Woodward will get shut down. Downtown, the closure will run from 

Campus Martius to Adams. Spokeswoman Summer Woods says businesses along that stretch are 

getting prepared.  A big section will also be closed in Midtown as well. The 3-point-3 mile long 

project will be completed in 2016. 

 

7/4/14 

11:07am 

Tom Jordan 

I-96 Reconstruction on Time 

A day off today for workers on the I-96 reconstruction project!  And it happens to mark the half-

way point.  Jeff Horne, transportation engineer with MDOT, says the project is on track, despite 

a two-week delay in March because of a longer than expected freeze-thaw cycle. 

 

7/18/14 

5:12am 

Scott Ryan 

Freeway Closing This Weekend 

A know-before-you-go construction alert this morning!  Later today, M-DOT will close the 

southbound I-75 ramp to southbound M-10 for bridge work.  Work should last about two weeks.  

Traffic will be detoured to I-96, then I-94, and back to southbound M-10.  More construction 

info right now at CBS Detroit dot com! 

 



7/23/14 

5:06pm 

Stephanie Davis 

M-1 Rail Project Starts Monday 

After years of planning and waiting, construction work on Detroit's "M-1 light rail system" 

begins on Monday in the downtown area.  Woodward Avenue will be closed just south of 

Comerica Park.   

 

7/26/14 

7:12am 

Stephanie Davis 

Drivers Warned As M-1 Rail Project to Begin 

Brace yourselves for some major construction work on Woodward Avenue in downtown Detroit 

next week. On Monday, Woodward will be shut down from Campus Martius Park to Grand 

Circus Park for the long-awaited start of construction on the $140-million, M-1 Rail system -- 

that part should take about 4 months, but the entire 3.3-mile project won't be done until late 

2016. 

 

7/28/14 

9:04am 

Ron Dewey 

Construction Begins on Detroit’s New Rail System 

The first shovels have gone into the ground along Woodward Avenue for construction of the new 

M-1 Light Rail system in downtown Detroit.  Mayor Mike Duggan at today's ceremonies 

explained how Detroit is going back to the future.  Construction will continue through 2016.  

Watch the progress at CBS Detroit-dot-com. 

 

8/1/14 

6:11pm 

Brian Larsen 

Hyundai Recalling Cars and SUV’s 

Hyundai is recalling more than 419-thousand cars and SUVs to fix suspension, brake and oil leak 

problems. The biggest of three recalls posted today by U.S. safety regulators is of 225-thousand 

Santa Fe SUVs from 2001-2006 to replace front coil springs that can rust and crack in cold-

weather states. The springs can fracture and make contact with a tire, potentially causing a crash. 

 

8/6/14 

11:03am 

Mike Campbell 

Businesses Updated on Freeway Construction 

Business owners along the section of I-96 that's currently closed for construction are learning 

just how much longer they'll have to wait before the orange barrels disappear.  I-96 closed in 

April for a total reconstruction. 

 



8/8/14 

6:11am 

Chrystal Knight 

GM Recalling SUV’s 

General Motors' troubles with safety recalls have surfaced in another case, this time with the 

company recalling a group of SUVs for a third time to fix power window switches that can catch 

fire. The recall covers about 189-thousand vehicles in North America, mainly from the 2006 and 

2007 model years. 

 

8/16/14 

10:34am 

Chrystal Knight 

Special Highway Patrols to Begin 

Law enforcement officials in 40 Michigan counties are kicking off another enforcement 

campaign -- aimed at getting drunks off the road.  The "Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over" effort 

will include the Labor Day weekend ending on September 1st. During the campaign, law 

enforcement officers from 150 local police departments, sheriff offices, and Michigan State 

Police posts will conduct stepped up drunk driving and seat belt enforcement. 

 

8/21/14 

6:11am 

Brian Larsen 

Ford Recall 

Ford is recalling more than 160,000 vehicles in North America for two safety issues.  The largest 

recall involves 159-thousand Focus ST and Escape vehicles from the 2013 and 2014 model 

years. Ford says their engines could hesitate or stall because of a wiring problem.  Ford also is 

recalling just over 600 Focus and C-Max cars made earlier this month because their steering 

gears don't have the proper number of ball bearings. Ford says there have been no accidents or 

injuries related to either recall. 

 

9/8/14 

6:03am 

Charlie Langton 

Intelligent Transportation Conference in Detroit 

A major transportation summit is here in Detroit this week--ten thousand people will be at Cobo 

Center and on Belle Isle--where some cool cars are being tested. The Intelligent Transportation 

Society of America held its annual conference in Detroit where people were looking at and 

discussing the latest technologies in cars. 

 

9/12/14 

5:04am 

Charlie Langton 

I-96 Road Project Could Finish Early 

The big I-96 construction project thru Redford and Livonia could be wrapped up as early as 

September 30th.  That's nearly two weeks ahead of schedule.  Contractors are poised to get a 

bonus for finishing early, but M-DOT warns that weather and other factors could affect the final 

few weeks of work.  More construction info at CBS Detroit dot com! 

 



9/16/14 

11:03am 

Jeff Gilbert 

NHTSA Criticized in GM Recall Case 

A House committee has determined that the government's auto safety agency should have 

discovered General Motors' faulty ignition switches seven years before the company recalled 2.6 

million cars to fix the deadly problem.  The report issued today by Republicans on the Energy 

and Commerce Committee raises serious questions about the agency's ability to keep the public 

safe as cars become more complex.  The report says the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration misunderstood how vehicles worked, lacked accountability and failed to share 

information. 

 

9/19/14 

6:07am 

Scott Ryan 

I-75 Closing in Detroit 

A weekend construction alert along I-75 in Detroit!  The portion between M-10 and I-375 will 

close tonight at nine so crews can demolish the Woodward Avenue overpass over the 

southbound lanes of I-75.  It'll reopen Monday morning.  The detour includes taking I-96 and I-

94 back to I-75.  Because of Sunday's Detroit Lions game, crews will open the ramp from 

northbound I-75 to Grand River Avenue Sunday morning. 

 

 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 

9/18/14 

Energizing Your Business 

WWJ kicked off the Leaders & Innovators speaker series at Lawrence Technological University.    

Energizing Your Business was hosted by WWJ Reporter Ed Cardenas and the focus was on 

energy.  Whether you own your building or are a tenant, your business will need energy for 

lighting, heating, air conditioning, office equipment, and other services to stay in business.  Find 

out simple ways that your business can be more energy efficient.   
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 

Made in Michigan 

 
July 2 & 5:   

CROWDRISE:  Is an on line fundraising platform Robert Wolf owner.  Personal fund raising 

individual' can access and connect to their social media networks. 

  

July 9 & 12: 

SCRATCH GOLF CLUBS:  Ari Tiecher, Custom grinds golf clubs to fit individual golfers. 

  

July 16 & 19:  

SERTA/RESTACRAFT MICHIGAN: Owner Larry Kraft's company builds nearly all of the 

mattresses sold in Michigan. 

  



July 23 & 26:  

ANDIAMO:  Joe Vicari 40 years ago he established one of Detroit's premier Italian restaurants 

using a large portion of Michigan grown foods. 

  

August 6 & 9:  

SO ZEN: Owner Alise Marks, her small shop in Franklin sells fine jewelry she manufactures.   

  

August 20 & 23: 

ELI TEA Owner Elias Magin makes unique teas with ingredients which are locally sourced. 

  

August 27 & 30:  

BRANCH COMPANY: Debra Silver owner, she manufactures steel garden boxes which never 

rust. Sold worldwide. 

 

 

Staying in Touch 
 

7/5/14   

A new Meijer in Old Redford...and what it will bring to the neighborhood. Speaking with John 

George of Motor City Blightbusters at the groundbreaking. 

 

7/12/14 

You can adopt a highway or a road...how about a gas station? Shirley Burch of the group 

Community United for Progress, a citizen's group in the northeast corner of Detroit. Seeing 

graffitti covering the walls of the Citgo gas station at State Fair and Dequindre , the group simple 

said "enough". Burch says it's as simple as communicating with others in your community, other 

businesses, police and using examples to change attitudes and behaviours... 

 

7/19/14 

Putting out the welcome mat for immigrants in metro Detroit...while diversifying the local 

economy. Kristan Sovey of the Welcoming Michigan Initative through the governors office, 

showing how immigrants can help the local economy. 

 

8/2/14 

Charting a course for better health care for people in need... Kiel Opperman is a board member 

of Detroit Central City Community Mental Health on Cruise for a Cause Thursday August 21st... 

with part of the proceeds to benefit the new clinic. Opperman says this program takes the next 

step for people who otherwise would not be in a position to receive health care. 

 

8/9/14 

A big event that helps teens and special needs children....Bassie Shentov director of the 

Friendship Circle, says the August 31st event draws up to 6-thousand people, starting at the Meer 

Family Friendship Center in West Bloomfield. Proceeds help Frienbdship Circle's efforts to 

bring teens and special needs kids together... 

 

8/16/14 

Taking Oakland County's Main Street program to the next level...Oakland County Executive L 

Brooks Patterson speaking recently about Main Street Oakland County. There are 19 

communities using the county's resources to promote, preserve and revamp their downtown 

business districts into magnets for visitors, businesses and jobs. 



 

8/23/14 

The Tara Grant Run and Walk getting ready for its seventh year. Lynn Wilhem of Turning Point 

Macomb County on the event coming up Saturday September 13th at the Rec Bowl in Mount 

Clemens. Proceeds help provide advocacy and outreach programs against domestic violence in 

Macomb County. 

 

8/30/14 

Celebrity power helping provide brighter futures....Actor, director and film instructor Joey 

Travolta, as part of the Futures Foundation Annual Gala Friday September 26th at the San 

Marino Club in Troy. The Foundation helps people with developmental disabilities in metro 

Detroit realize their goals.  

 

9/6/14 

A walk and run to help local women and children in need...Monica Boomer of Zaman 

International helping organize one of their biggest fundraisers of the year, the Fifth Annual Walk 

for Humanity next Saturday September 13 at Dearborn's Ford Field on Cherry Hill Road. 

Fearuting a 5-k walk and timed run, among other activities.  

 

9/13/14 

These animals will be at the zoo...but they are not staying there.... 

Patricia Janeway of the Detroit Zoo on next Friday and Saturday's free event, being held at the 

zoo's parking lot under the water tower...where hundreds of cats, dogs, puppies, kittens and 

rabbits will be made available for adoption.. 

 

9/20/14 

Helping homeless heroes....Terry Grahl is founder of Enchanted Makeovers, overseeing the start 

of a makeover of a house for her charity's national headquarters--located in her hometown of 

Taylor...Where the next phase of their work will take place.  

 

9/27/14  

A lofty goal being met one year at a time....Micheal Brennan, President of the United Way of 

Southeast Michigan on the goal to make metro Detroit one of the top five places to live by the 

year 2030....a lofty goal in itself that requires attention in many areas...Six years into the mission, 

Brennan says they are heading in the right direction.... 

  
 


