
CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

MAY 2012 

          Page 1 of 11 

 
FACE THE NATION 

 

05/06/12 Guests: Newt Gingrich, former Republican presidential candidate, former Speaker of the House of 

Representatives (1); Representative Michele Bachmann (R-MN), former Republican presidential 

candidate (2); former Vermont Governor Howard Dean, former Chairman, Democratic National 

Committee (3); Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY) (3); Zbigniew Brzezinski, Trustee, Center for 

Strategic and International Studies (4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal (5); David Corn, 

Mother Jones (5); Michael Gerson, Washington Post (5); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director 

(5) 

1) Topics include: belief that his failed run for the Republican presidential nomination was worth it / 

Mr. Gingrich’s endorsement of Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney / criticism of President 

Obama / strategy advice for the Romney campaign; opinion that President Obama maximized the 

anniversary of the death of Osama bin Laden in order to take attention away from his failed economic 

policies; thoughts on potential running mates for Mr. Romney / Mr. Gingrich’s lack of interest in being 

chosen as a vice presidential nominee 

2) Topics include: Representative Bachmann’s belief that the myth that there is a Republican war on 

women is being perpetuated by the Obama campaign / belief that women are overwhelmingly behind 

Mitt Romney, even though poll numbers suggest otherwise / support for Mitt Romney / the role of 

women voters in the upcoming election / opinion that the main election issue troubling female voters is 

the economy; criticism of President Obama’s health care plan 

3) Topics include: negative reaction from Mr. Dean regarding Representative Bachmann’s claim that 

women, based on the issues, are going to choose Mr. Romney over President Obama / support from 

Senator Schumer and Mr. Dean regarding President Obama’s past job performance, as well as his 

agenda for the upcoming months / criticism against Mr. Romney and his proposals, if elected president; 

reaction to a quote from Peggy Noonan of The Wall Street Journal, implying that President Obama has 

no message and has become boring; speculation regarding African-American and Latino voter turnout 

for President Obama in the upcoming election 

4) Topics include: support for the way the issue was handled regarding the blind Chinese dissident 

Chen Guangcheng and his quest to come to the United States; the one year anniversary of the death of 

Osama bin Laden; belief that the most serious foreign policy issue that the next president will have to 

face will be Iran; B-plus to A-minus marks for President Obama and his handling of foreign policy; 

biggest problem facing the United States after it withdraws from Afghanistan will be our ability to 

create and maintain stability in the country 

5) Topics include: speculation regarding the campaigns of President Obama and Mr. Romney / the 

economy and women’s issues and the two most pressing concerns facing the candidates / confusing 

economic numbers coming out of Washington, D.C. / President Obama’s middling approval numbers -- 

significantly higher then expected given the current state of the economy; thoughts on the Republican 

Party and whether or not it has moved too far to the right 

6) Face The Nation Flashback topic: With Mitt Romney all but certain to be the Republican nominee, a 

look back at the Republican primary and all who took part in it 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/13/12 Guests: Ted Olson, Partner, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, former U.S. Solicitor General (1) (2); 

Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) (1); Tony Perkins, Family Research Council (2); Clay Aiken, 

singer/songwriter (2); Evan Wolfson, Freedom to Marry (2); Mark McKinnon, contributor, Newsweek, 

Hill and Knowlton (2); Representative Mike Rogers (R-MI), Chairman, Intelligence Committee (3); 

Bay Buchanan, Republican Strategist, author, “Bay’s Boys” (4); Anita Dunn, Democratic Strategist, 

former White House Communications Director (4); Melinda Henneberger, Washington Post (4); Norah 

O’Donnell, CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (4) 

1) Topics include: support for President Obama’s May 9th announcement of his support for same-sex 

marriage / potential political impact on President Obama / Mitt Romney’s opposition to same-sex 

marriage / potential political impact President Obama’s statement could have for Mr. Romney; Mr. 

Olson’s support of Mr. Romney in the upcoming election 

2) Topics include: opposition from Mr. Perkins regarding same-sex marriage and his belief that it is 

“counter to natural law” / role of social and moral issues in the upcoming election / criticism from Mr. 

Perkins against Republican Senator Rand Paul for making a joke about President Obama’s statement 

supporting same-sex marriage; support for President Obama for voting with his conscience regarding 

same-sex marriage / belief that the convention should stay in North Carolina, even though people in 

that state overwhelmingly voted to defeat an initiative that would have given domestic partners the 

same rights as people who are married / comparisons between the movement supporting same-sex 

marriage and the civil rights movement of the 1960's; Mr. Aiken’s decision to come out after the birth 

of his first child and the impact that decision had on his musical career; potential impact this issue will 

have on the candidates and the upcoming election; Mr. Perkins’ belief that the issue of same-sex 

marriage is a strong parallel to abortion, as both run “counter to natural law” 

3) Topics include: report of two more U.S. drone strikes in Yemen, that may have killed eleven 

suspected al Qaeda militants; a leaked report of a Saudi Arabian double agent who infiltrated al Qaeda 

in the Arabian Peninsula and ruined a plot to blow up a U.S.-bound airliner / concern as to why a 

national security operation was used for a news headline, thus jeopardizing national security, foreign 

liaison partners, and people who may or may not have been involved in the mission 

4) Topics include: Ms. Buchanan’s belief that the myth that there is a Republican war on women is 

being perpetuated by the Obama campaign / support for and criticism of President Obama’s record in 

terms of women; issue of same-sex marriage in the upcoming election / speculation as to why Vice 

President Joe Biden made his announcement in favor of same-sex marriage before President Obama 

made his; recent controversial TIME magazine breast-feeding cover / differing opinions as to the status 

and equality of women today 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s 1956 appearance on the 

program, in which she “squared off” against Maine’s Republican Senator, Margaret Chase Smith, over 

the Middle East 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/20/12 Guests: Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Republican Leader (1); Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), 

Senate Budget Committee (2); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate Budget Committee, Senate 

Armed Services Committee (2) (3); Tom Friedman, The New York Times (3); Clarissa Ward, CBS 

News Foreign Correspondent (3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); Norah O’Donnell, 

CBS News Chief White House Correspondent (4) 

1) Topics include: speculation that President Obama will be asking Congress again to raise the debt 

ceiling / reaction to a comment from Speaker of the House of Representatives John Boehner, implying 

that he will repeat the same fight and resist raising the debt ceiling / criticism of President Obama and 

his lack of leadership on economic issues; the 1.2 trillion dollars in spending cuts, set to go into effect 

at the end of 2012 / recent defense bill -- passed by Speaker Boehner and House Republicans -- raising 

defense spending 

2) Topics include: reaction to Speaker Boehner’s comments regarding the debt ceiling / Senator 

Warner’s membership in the “Gang of Six” -- the bipartisan effort to resolve the budget crisis -- and 

their call for a reform of the tax code, as well as changes to entitlement programs and defense spending 

cuts / Senator Graham’s opinion that a breakthrough will not happen before the election; Dan Balz’s 

piece in The Washington Post, questioning Washington’s ability to govern; economic developments 

from the recent G-8 summit, where European leaders seem interested in moving away from austerity 

measures in order to solve the debt crisis 

3) Topics include: the May 19th arrival of blind Chinese dissident Chen Guangcheng in New York; 

update on the current conditions in Afghanistan from Ms. Ward / differing opinions regarding the 

outcome of U.S. involvement in Afghanistan; update on the current conditions in Syria from Ms. Ward 

/ thoughts on what the United States could do to aid the Syrian rebels / Mr. Friedman’s belief that the 

United States needs to be involved in the Middle East “with money, resources, and example” 

4) Topics include: recent poll numbers indicating an increase in Republican presidential candidate Mitt 

Romney’s favorability rating / Mr. Romney’s refusal to accept negative campaign ads from an outside 

group against President Obama / Obama campaign strategy of discrediting Mr. Romney and portraying 

him as a job destroyer 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: A 1976 appearance by boxing champion Muhammad Ali, who 

with typical candor admitted upfront not to know enough about politics to be taken seriously 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

05/27/12 Guests: Robert Gibbs, Obama Campaign Senior Advisor (1); Ed Gillespie, Romney Campaign Senior 

Advisor (2); Senator Richard Lugar (R-IN), Ranking Member, U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign 

Relations (3); Douglas Brinkley, CBS News Contributor, author, “Cronkite” (4); Robert Merry, author, 

“Where They Stand: The American Presidents in the Eyes of Voters and Historians”, editor, The 

National Interest magazine (4); Nancy Gibbs, Deputy Managing Editor, TIME magazine, author, “The 

Presidents Club: Inside the World's Most Exclusive Fraternity” (4); Michael Duffy, Executive Editor 

and Washington Bureau Chief, TIME magazine, author, “The Presidents Club: Inside the World's Most 

Exclusive Fraternity” (4) 

1) Topics include: President Obama’s campaign ads, focusing on Republican presidential candidate 

Mitt Romney’s tenure at venture capitalist firm, Bain Capital / criticism against the advertisements, 

from both Republicans and Democrats, for their negativity; criticism of Mr. Romney’s tenure at Bain 

Capital and as governor of Massachusetts; reaction to Op-Ed Columnist Thomas Friedman’s recent 

piece in The New York Times, criticizing president Obama’s ability to explain his achievements 

2) Topics include: criticism of President Obama’s campaign ads; negative assessment of President 

Obama’s job performance; support for Mr. Romney’s previous experience at Bain Capital, as governor 

of Massachusetts, and his work with the Salt Lake City Olympics; reaction to comments from President 

Obama, critiquing Mr. Romney’s inability “to offer a single new idea” regarding the economy / Mr. 

Romney’s campaign ads, highlighting his plans for day one of his presidency 

3) Topics include: thoughts on and factors behind Senator Lugar’s recent defeat in the Indiana 

Republican primary to Tea Party candidate Richard Mourdock; the current situation in Syria / support 

for President Obama’s cautious approach to the conflict in Syria; his hope that Republicans in Indiana 

will support Mr. Mourdock, but personally has no plan to actively campaign for him 

4) Topics include: insight into Walter Cronkite’s relationships with the various American presidents 

during his tenure at CBS News / how and why the relationship between the press and the office of the 

U.S. president has changed; history behind the relationships between past and current presidents of the 

United States; thoughts on what makes a president successful; Mr. Cronkite’s relationship with Edward 

R. Murrow 

5) Face The Nation Flashback topic: A 1972 appearance by Senators Hubert Humphrey and George 

McGovern, who were campaigning for the Democratic presidential nomination to oppose President 

Richard Nixon. 
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60 MINUTES 

 

05/06/12 “The Raptor” - a report on an as yet unresolved  problem with the Air Force’s F-22 Raptor, the 

nation’s top fighter jet.  In May 2011, the plane was grounded after a rash of incidents in which pilots 

experienced severe disorientation during their flights due to the onset of a low-oxygen condition called 

hypoxia.  After four months, the Air Force resumed flying the plane without finding or correcting the 

problem. The report features interviews with two Raptor pilots, Major Jeremy Gordon and Captain 

Josh Wilson, who each express their misgivings about flying the F-22.  Also includes comments by 

General Michael Hostage, Commander, Air Combat Command, USAF; and comments by Congressman 

Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) about the Military Whistleblowers Act.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. 

Sughrue) 

“Cleaning Up Whitley County” - a report on how Adam Sulfridge, a young newspaper reporter for 

the Times-Tribune in Whitley County, Kentucky,  and his editor, Samantha Swindler, were able to 

successfully expose the corruption of the County Sheriff, Lawrence Hodge. Hodge’s activities included 

involvement with drug dealers, gun trafficking, taking payoffs, and extorting money from defendants. 

Others interviewed include: Todd Tremaine, special agent, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 

(ATF); Rick Benson, retired social worker and an extortion victim of Sheriff Hodge.  (C: Byron Pitts - 

P: Clem Taylor) 

“Michael Phelps” - a second interview / profile of Olympic swimming gold-medalist Michael Phelps, 

now in training for the 2012 London Olympics.  Phelps discusses his renewed motivation to swim 

competitively again.  Also includes interviews with: Bob Bowman, Phelps’ longtime coach; Debbie 

Phelps, Michael’s mother. (See also: “Michael Phelps” OAD: 11/30/08) (C: Anderson Cooper - P: 

Draggan Mihailovich) 

 

05/13/12 “Hank” - an interview with retired CIA covert officer Henry “Hank” Crumpton, former deputy director 

of the CIA’s Counterterrorism Center.  Crumpton discusses the CIA’s efforts in Afghanistan in 

combating the Taliban regime and the ongoing threat of Al-Qaeda; and he describes the activities of the 

CIA’s National Resource Division, the secret domestic operation which focuses on the collection of 

foreign intelligence inside the United States. Also includes an interview with: Cofer Black, former chief 

of the CIA’s Counterterrorism Center.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg) 

“The Gulen Movement” - a report on the growth of a chain of charter schools in the U.S., all founded 

and run by immigrants from Turkey who are carrying out the teachings of a Turkish Islamic cleric, 

Fethullah Gulen, who lives in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania.  Includes interviews with: Julie 

Norton, administrator, Harmony school chain, Texas; Alp Aslandogan, businessman and chairman of a 

Houston foundation that advances Gulen’s teachings; Andrew Finkel, freelance reporter, Turkey; Bekir 

Aksoy, head of Fethullan Gulen’s retreat compound in Pennsylvania; David Dunn, Texas Charter 

Schools Association; Mary Addi, former teacher, Cleveland, Ohio.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-

On) 

“Role of a Lifetime” - a report on the efforts of actor Gary Sinise to raise funds for disabled war 

veterans.  Sinise, who played Lt. Dan Taylor in the film “Forrest Gump”, leads a band of professional 

musicians, “The Lieutenant Dan Band.”  They play about fifty concerts a year, raising money to build 

homes that can accommodate a veteran’s injuries.  Includes interviews with: Gary Sinise, actor; 

disabled veterans Juan Dominguez, Todd Nicely, and Bryan Anderson.  (C: David Martin - P: Mary 

Walsh, Tadd J. Lascari) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

05/20/12 “Dropping Out” - an interview / profile of Peter Thiel, a billionaire venture capitalist (co-founder of 

PayPal and the first investor in Facebook) who pays  selected students with promising ideas a hundred 

thousand dollars each to drop out of college and develop those ideas.  Also includes an interview with: 

Vivek Wadhwa, professor, Duke and Stanford Universities; and comments by several of Thiel’s 

beneficiaries: Eden Full, Sujay Tyle, and Alex Kiselev.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Katy Textor) 

“Hard Cases” - an interview with Dr. William Gahl, who runs the Undiagnosed Diseases Program at 

the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland.  The program tries to diagnose illnesses which 

the best medical professionals have been unable to identify.  Includes interviews with patients Christine 

Davidson, Matthew Parker, and Sally Massagee; and with Tara Bennett, mother of Bryce, a four-year-

old patient.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Howard L. Rosenberg) 

“Roger Waters” - an interview with musician Roger Waters, a former member of the rock band Pink 

Floyd.  Waters has transformed Pink Floyd’s 1979 album, “The Wall”, into a spectacular high tech 

rock stage show which is now touring North America.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: James Jacoby, Michael 

Karzis) 

 

05/27/12 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Honoring Our Troops” 

 

48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

05/05/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Writing on the Wall” - a report on the investigation into the May 5, 

2009 murders of the wife and two children of Christopher Coleman, the security chief for televangelist 

Joyce Meyer Ministries.  In Columbia, Illinois on the morning of May 5, Coleman called his neighbor, 

police detective Justin Barlow, and asked him to check on his wife, Sheri, and their two young sons, 

Gavin and Garett, after his own calls had gone unanswered. In months prior he had made local police 

aware of explicit death threats he was receiving regarding his involvement in Meyer’s ministry. Barlow 

entered the house that morning through an unlocked basement window and upon entry he found spray-

painted messages on the walls, with the phrases “you have paid” and “punished”, and when he went 

upstairs he discovered the bodies of Coleman’s family strangled to death in each of their beds. An 

investigation began and soon after police discovered Coleman was having a serious affair with cocktail 

waitress Tara Lintz, a high school friend of Sheri’s.  Sheri’s friends came to her defense telling police 

Sheri said her husband was having an affair and if anything happened to her, Chris did it. Moreover, the 

crime scene lab found the handwriting on the wall matched up to Coleman’s script. Two weeks after the 

murders police had enough evidence to charge Coleman with first-degree murder of his family. The 

trial for Coleman began two years later and the prosecution’s computer experts discovered the e-mail 

threats came from Coleman’s laptop, and one can of the spray paint used on the walls of his house was 

purchased at a local hardware store with a computerized signature linked to Coleman. The jury needed 

more evidence though, and it came from one of the jurors who noticed the date on a picture of Coleman 

and Lintz kissing which proved Coleman lied to them about when the affair began. After a guilty 

verdict, the judge sentenced Coleman to life in prison.  48 HOURS MYSTERY spoke to Coleman by 

phone and he denied planning to divorce Sheri to marry his mistress and said he did not know who 

murdered his family. On Screen Text Graphics: Sheri’s family is suing Joyce Meyer Ministries. They 

claim the murders might have been prevented if the Ministries had investigated the threats more 

seriously. May 5th is the three-year anniversary of the murders of Sheri, Garett and Gavin Coleman.  

Interviewed: Chris Coleman; Justin Barlow, detective; Joe Edwards, Columbia Police Chief; Major Jeff 

Connor, Major Case Squad, St. Louis; Vanessa Riegerix, neighbor; Nick Pistor, St. Louis Post-

Dispatch reporter; Kathy LaPlante, Sheri’s friend; Angela DiCiccio, Sheri’s mother; Meegan 

Turnbeaugh, Sheri’s friend; Connie and Ron Coleman; Chris’ parents; Ed Parkinson, prosecutor; Bill 

Margulis, Chris’s lawyer; Gina West, juror; Olivia Shopinski, juror; Jonece Pearman, jury foreperson.  

(C: Maureen Maher - P: Sara Ely Hulse, Clare Friedland) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/12/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Ransom” - a report on the mysterious 2008 disappearance of Robert 

Wiles, the son of millionaire business owner Tom Wiles, who received an e-mail ransom note 

demanding $750,000 for the safe return of the 26-year-old, who had been working at the family 

business, National Flight Services in Lakeland, Florida, an aircraft maintenance company with offices 

and clients worldwide.  On April 3, Tom Wiles opened an e-mail from his son Robert. It was a ransom 

demand signed, “Group X”, and asked for Tom to put $750,000 in Robert’s office if he ever wanted to 

see his son alive again.  Robert was last seen by his co-worker Stobert (Toby) Holt on April 1, 2008, 

and the kidnappers set a deadline of April 8th to receive the money. Tom involved the FBI with the 

ransom note, and when Tom arrived in Florida they set up a sting operation in Robert’s office to try to 

find out who the kidnappers were. After monitoring a box placed in Robert’s office filled with coffee 

that weighed the same as $750,000, days started to pass by with no one entering the room. Toby Holt, 

Operations Manager, was handpicked by Tom to assist the FBI in monitoring Robert’s office. There 

were no leads in the case until agents tracked Robert’s phone records to see which cell towers were 

used, and this lead them to subpoena the Florida Turnpike Authority to view video of toll booths on the 

Polk Parkway. When Tom viewed the tape, he recognized Toby Holt’s car pass through a toll. In the 

picture Toby’s right arm looks to be in a position of holding a phone, and when agents went through 

Holt’s phone record, it showed his number was not in use while going through the tolls, piquing the 

FBI’s interest. This is when the investigation, which had been focused on the Wiles’ family and an 

alcoholic ex-employee, Steve Lindsey, turned solely towards Toby Holt. When agents brought Holt in 

for questioning they determined his whereabouts on the night of Robert’s disappearance were 

unsubstantiated and he lied when he said he didn’t have any guns in his car when they found a handgun 

under the hood. Moreover, Holt was cheating on his wife with at least a dozen women. The FBI called 

in reinforcements to help move along the case with local police and detectives, and this group 

discovered Holt and Robert’s phones were traveling together to make for a good circumstantial case. 

On December 19, 2009 agents arrested Toby Holt for extortion, kidnapping, and first-degree murder. 

48 HOURS MYSTERY spoke with Holt while he was in South County Jail through television cameras 

and monitors, and he maintained his innocence. The trial opened in January 2012 and the prosecution 

used phone records as evidence in addition to work e-mails, showcasing a contentious relationship 

between Robert and Holt as a motive.  Holt’s lawyer said he was taking a sip of Diet Dr. Pepper when 

the photo was taken of him going through the toll booth, not using a phone; he pinned everything on 

ex-worker Steve Lindsey. However, Steve Lindsey died of lung cancer while the case was under 

investigation. The jury spent four hours deliberating and the judge read, “...the defendant is guilty of 

manslaughter.” Holt was sentenced to 30 years in prison for manslaughter and extortion. Robert’s body 

has yet to be found. On Screen Text Graphics: Toby Holt is appealing his conviction based on 

insufficient evidence. Holt is currently scheduled for release in 2039. He will be 72 years old.  

Interviewed: Tom Wiles, Robert’s father; Audra Wiles, Robert’s sister; Pamela, Robert’s mother; 

Tierney Wiles, Robert’s sister; David Palmisano, Robert’s friend; Jim Bucenell, FBI Special Agent; 

Dan Kelly, FBI Special Agent; Janie Beard, Robert’s barber; Joel Valle, airplane engine repair 

company owner; Tommy Ray, Florida Special Agent; Cass Castillo, prosecutor; Howardene Garrett, 

Assistant Public Defender; Stobert (Toby) Holt, NFS worker; Beverly Holt, Toby’s ex-wife.  (C: Peter 

Van Sant - P: Allen Alter, Paul LaRosa) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/19/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: LIVE TO TELL: “An Officer and a Hero” - a report on the October 5, 

2009 botched robbery and home invasion that left off-duty St. Louis Police Officer Isabella Lovadina 

and her then-boyfriend, firefighter Nick Koenig grievously wounded and his cousin Gina Stallis dead.  

Lovadina and Koenig were taking an EMT class together in October 2009 in St. Louis, Missouri, and 

after class one evening they went to Nick’s grandmother’s house to study. When Nick walked Isabella 

to her car at 12:30am, she placed her gun and bulletproof vest inside and went to give Nick a hug 

goodbye.  Two males approached them with guns drawn demanding whatever they had, and when 

Isabella said she didn’t have anything they pointed to Nick’s grandmother’s house and directed them to 

go inside. Isabella and Nick were forced to their knees in the hallway upon entry. One of the gunmen, 

described as wearing a red hoodie with two gold teeth, went upstairs where Ida Rask, Nick’s 

grandmother, his Aunt Rose, his cousin Gina Stallis and her two young sons were sleeping. The 

gunman forced Gina to carry a large TV down the stairs and the three women were then pressured to 

kneel next to Nick and Isabella while the two boys were left alone. Isabella decided to lunge up against 

the gunman described as wearing a black hoodie and started fighting with him, while Nick fought with 

the other man. Rose ran out the front door and started approaching neighbor’s houses for help, with no 

avail. Shots rung out and Isabella was struck by the man in the black hoodie five times, point blank; 

Nick was shot three times, and Gina suffered shots that killed her.  Gina’s son Sam, 9-years old at the 

time, called 911 and soon after police and EMT’s arrived. The intruders ran away before cops arrived. 

Isabella and Nick were rushed to the hospital.  Nick had a bullet stuck in the back of his neck, too close 

to the spinal cord to operate on. A short time after the robbery a man checked into the ER at Barnes 

Hospital across town with a gunshot wound in his hand, and the ER technician tending to him noticed 

his gold teeth, the red hoodie covered in blood, and told the cops immediately. Police arrived at Barnes 

Hospital and arrested Ledale Nathan when they identified his red hoodie, and chased the man in the 

black hoodie, Mario Coleman, into a park and arrested him. Police found Nick’s grandmother’s jewelry 

and a black gun tossed in the park nearby.  After Isabella identified the two men they were charged 

with first degree murder. Nathan was 16-years old at the time of the incident but he stood trial as an 

adult and the jury found him guilty. Coleman’s trial was next and he was also found guilty of murder. 

Rose Whitrock has taken custody of her grandchildren. Two and a half years after the incident Nick 

was in a car accident and soon after he coughed up the bullet that was lodged in his cervical spine. 

Isabella retired from the Police Department and at her final roll call Mayor Francis G. Slay of St. Louis 

proclaimed February 6, 2012 as Police Officer Isabella Lovadina day. On Screen Text Graphics: 

Mario Coleman and Ledale Nathan Jr. were sentenced to life without the possibility of parole. Nick 

hopes to one day finish the class he started and become an EMT.  Interviewed: Isabella Lovadina, 

victim; Nick Koenig, victim; Rose Whitrock, Nick’s aunt, victim; Ida Rask, Nick’s grandmother, 

victim; Sgt. Roger Engelhardt, St. Louis Police Dept.; Officer Lori Brewer, St. Louis Police Dept.; 

Beth Orwick, prosecutor; John Bird, prosecutor.  (Producers: Shoshanah Wolfson, Sara Rodriguez) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/26/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “One of Their Own” - a follow-up report about how and why decorated 

female Los Angeles Police Detective Stephanie Lazarus was charged with the 1986 murder of Sherri 

Mae Rasmussen.  The victim, newly married to John Ruetten, Lazarus’ ex-boyfriend, was attacked, 

beaten and shot to death in her Los Angeles home.  Police pursued a robbery motive, even though the 

only things missing were her car and her marriage certificate.  For more than two decades, her father, 

Nels Rasmussen, has been on a frustrating quest to find out the truth about his daughter’s murder.  

Believing that Sherri’s husband, John Ruetten,  was not involved, he says he has tried many times to get 

the police to focus on John’s ex-girlfriend Stephanie Lazarus.  Sherri had told her family that Stephanie 

was still obsessed with John and believed that Sherri had stolen John away from her. Recently, the 

LAPD cold case squad quietly re-opened the case.  A piece of evidence -- a saliva sample taken from a 

bite mark on Sherri’s arm -- was sent to a DNA lab.  The results indicated that it belonged to a woman, 

and led police to suspect one of their own: Stephanie Lazarus.  Finally Nels Rasmussen felt that police 

where listening to him.  Detectives trailed Stephanie Lazarus to obtain a DNA sample and the results 

were stunning: the DNA from Sherri’s bite mark and that of Stephanie Lazarus matched.  In a covert 

operation, a team planned her arrest and in June 2009, Lazarus was charged with first-degree murder.  

Her trial is expect to begin shortly.  05/22/10 onscreen text graphic: If convicted, Stephanie Lazarus 

could face life in prison.  A judge ruled out the death penalty.  07/19/11 updated onscreen text graphic: 

Stephanie Lazarus’s trial is set for August.  The 05/26/12 follow-up covers the trial of Stephanie 

Lazarus: The defense maintained the DNA evidence was mishandled for two decades while 

prosecutors still had a strong circumstantial case. After four weeks and over 60 witnesses, Lazarus was 

found guilty. At her sentencing Sherri’s mother, sister, and husband spoke to the court describing their 

own pain and highlighting the type of person Sherri Mae Rasmussen was. John Ruetten apologized to 

the Rasmussen family, feeling particularly sorry it was someone connected to him who committed the 

murder. A judge sentenced Lazarus to 27 years to life in the state penitentiary with a chance of parole 

after 16 years.  On Screen Text Graphic for the 05/26/12 follow-up: The Rasmussen’s sued the 

LAPD for covering up a murder committed by one of their own. A judge dismissed the case. The 

family is appealing that decision. Interviewed: Andrew Blankstein and Joel Rubin, LA Times reporters; 

Sherri’s sister Teresa Lane; Nels and Loretta Rasmussen, Sherri’s parents; Jayne Goldberg and Peggy 

Crabtree, Sherri’s friends; Mark Overland, Lazarus’ attorney; John Taylor, the Rasmussen’s attorney; 

Alan Tarsky, Sherri’s neighbor; Burt Luper, a retired LAPD detective who is now on Lazarus’ defense 

team; Steven Lazarus, Stephanie’s brother.  (C: Maureen Maher - P: Ira Sutow, Taigi Smith, Greg 

Fisher, Avi Cohen) (Producers for the 05/26/12 rebroadcast: Ira Sutow, Taigi Smith, Greg Fisher, Avi 

Cohen, Linda Martin) (OAD: 05/22/10; 1st rebroadcast: 07/19/11, included an update.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

05/29/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Murder In The OC” (10:00-11:00p) - an updated rebroadcast of a report 

on the 1994 murder of millionaire businessman Bill McLaughlin in his Newport Beach, California 

home.  After his divorce, McLaughlin, a devoted father and family man became involved with the 

much-younger Nanette Johnston, who it was later discovered, made a habit of seeking out wealthy men 

to date.  Following the murder, police initially considered a business associate, but then focused their 

investigation closer to home.  His ex-wife and daughters had airtight alibis.  Nanette Johnston’s alibi 

did not exactly check out: she had been at her son’s soccer game with another man, Eric Naposki.  

McLaughlin’s family, when asked, knew nothing about him, but police referred to him as Nanette’s 

boyfriend.  In his first on-camera interview regarding the case, Naposki, once a professional football 

player for the NFL, says that Nanette Johnston was his girlfriend in 1994, and he had his own plans of 

marrying her.  He says that Johnston told him that McLaughlin was once her boss but had become her 

business partner and that there was no romantic relationship -- she had led him to believe that 

McLaughlin’s money was her own.  Though he was a suspect, police never had enough to bring the 

case to trial.  Nanette was charged with theft, pleaded guilty, served some time, and then married and 

divorced several very wealthy men.  Naposki moved on with his life; moving to the East Coast and 

becoming a personal trainer.  In 2009, police called the McLaughlin family and told them they had 

arrested Nanette Johnson Packard McNeill and Eric Naposki for the murder.  According to Naposki, 

the only person to profit from McLaughlin’s murder was Nanette.  With no fingerprints or DNA,  

Orange County Deputy District Attorney Matt Murphy had no problem with Naposki’s attorneys 

blaming Johnston, but still believes Naposki pulled the trigger. After four weeks of trial, the jury 

convicted Naposki of murder.  10/29/11 on screen text graphic: Nanette Johnston sued the McLaughlin 

family soon after his murder for money she felt she was entitled to.  They settled for $220,000.  Eric 

Naposki's lawyers have filed to overturn his conviction.  They argue favorable evidence was lost 

because prosecutors waited so long to file charges.  The 05/29/12 update includes: At trial, Nanette 

Johnston was found guilty of murder. Eight months after his conviction, Eric Naposki contacted 48 

HOURS with information which he said would reveal who really killed Bill McLaughlin. After pouring 

over evidence while incarcerated, he believes that Nanette arranged a hit for $50,000 with a Hollywood 

producer he had done business with and introduced her to. Police have investigated, but they consider 

the producer an unlikely suspect. Nanette Johnston was recently sentenced to life in prison.  Naposki 

continues his appeal. On Screen Text Graphic: Eric Naposki is now scheduled to be sentenced in 

August. Included interviews with: Matt Murphy, Orange County Assistant District Attorney; daughters 

Jenny McLaughlin and Kim McLaughlin; brother Patrick McLaughlin; Don Kalal, McLaughlin’s best 

friend; lead detective Tom Voth; Eric Naposki; Angela Licata, Naposki’s sister; Dave Matthews, 

Leonard Jomsky, Rob Frias, friends of Eric Naposki’s;  Angelo McDonald, Gary Pohlson, John 

Pappalardo, Naposki’s defense attorneys; Larry Montgomery, investigator; Dave Byington, retired 

detective.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Patti Aronofsky, Gayane Keshishyan) (OAD: 10/29/11) 

 

CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 

 

05/01/12 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “Presidential Address - Live From Afghanistan” - live coverage of 

an address by President Obama to the United States from Afghanistan, in which he outlines a plan for 

the eventual withdrawal of the U.S. from Afghanistan.  The date of the address coincides with the first 

anniversary of the killing of Osama bin Laden. Origination: Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.  Preceded 

and followed by Correspondents’ commentary.  Correspondents: Scott Pelley (anchor, NY); Norah 

O’Donnell (White House); David Martin (Pentagon) 
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CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS (continued) 

 

05/20/12 60 MINUTES SPECIAL EDITION 

“Final Resting Place” - a report on problems at some of America’s cemeteries -- including exhuming 

bodies so plots can be resold -- which are raising questions about whether the multi-billion dollar 

business needs more monitoring.  A number of the cemeteries featured in the report belong to Service 

Corporation International (SCI), the largest provider of funeral and cemetery services in North 

America. Includes interviews with: Roxie Williams, Lucy Perez and Julie Ramirez, each of whom had 

reason to question the practices of a particular cemetery; Tom Dart, Cook County Sheriff; Josh Slocum, 

Executive Director, Funeral Consumers Alliance; Michael Avenatti, attorney investigating SCI-owned 

facilities all over the country; Paul Elvig, former cemetery operator and regulator.  (C: Anderson 

Cooper - P: Andy Court, Reuben Heyman-Kantor) 

“Tel Aviv” - a report on daily life in Tel Aviv, Israel’s largest city.  Includes interviews with: Ron 

Huldai, Mayor of Tel Aviv; Arik Kneller, literary agent, Tel Aviv; Gideon Levy, Israeli newspaper 

columnist; Yossi Vardi, Israeli high-tech entrepreneur; Asaf Zamir, Tel Aviv Deputy Mayor; Noa 

Tishby, actress; Gal Uchovsky, gay activist and Israeli magazine columnist.  (C: Bob Simon - P: 

Michael H. Gavshon) 

“The Many Meryls” - an interview / profile of actress Meryl Streep, including excerpts of her latest 

film, “The Iron Lady”, about former British prime minister Margaret Thatcher.  (C: Morley Safer - P: 

David Browning) (OAD: 12/18/11 on 60 MINUTES; and 02/05/12 on 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: 

“Three Remarkable Women”) 

Update: “The Raptor” (OAD: 05/06/12) 

 

05/27/12 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Honoring Our Troops” 

“Never Seen the Like” - an interview with Dakota Meyer, a 21-year-old Marine awarded the Medal of 

Honor for his efforts to save four members of his unit who were trapped by a Taliban ambush in the 

Ganjgal Valley in Afghanistan. After many requests for help had been denied by his superiors, Meyer 

took matters into his own hands, going through a gauntlet of Taliban fire five times in an attempt to 

save his comrades.  Also interviewed: Col. Richard Hooker (Ret.), whose investigation into the incident 

found the officers in charge to be negligent in refusing to send help; Susan Price, mother of Sgt. Aaron 

Kenefick, who was killed at Ganjgal; Charlene Westbrook, widow of Sgt. Kenneth Westbrook, who 

also died as a result of his injuries at Ganjgal.  (C: David Martin - P: Mary Walsh, Tadd J. Lascari) 

(OAD: 09/18/11 ON 60 MINUTES) 

“Operation Proper Exit” - a report on a therapy program run by the U.S. military in which soldiers 

who were wounded in the Iraq war, and who now suffer post traumatic stress disorder in addition to the 

effects of their physical injuries,  are brought back to Iraq in an effort to provide emotional closure for 

them by returning to the battlefield where they were injured. Includes interviews with: Marine Corporal 

Matt Bradford; Army Lieutenant Ed Salau; Army Private Steven Cornford; Rick Kell, founder of 

Operation Proper Exit.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) (OAD: 11/06/11 on 60 MINUTES) 

“Marine Brothers” - a report on five sets of brothers, all Marines, who serve in the same battalion in 

Afghanistan.  Includes interviews with: Lance Cpl. Joshua Beans and Cpl. Daniel Beans; Lance Cpl. 

Will Hernandez; Gunnery Sgt. Hector Vega; Lt. Col. Todd Zink, commanding officer, Lone Star 

Battalion; Major Mark Wood, company commander, Lone Star Battalion; Lone Star Battalion. (C: Lara 

Logan - P: Tom Anderson, Richard Butler) (OAD: 01/08/12 on 60 MINUTES) 
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