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FACE THE NATION 

 

01/01/12 Guests: Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Ron Paul supporter (1); former Representative J.C. Watts (R-OK), Newt 

Gingrich supporter (2); former Senator Jim Talent (R-MO), Mitt Romney supporter (2); Norah O’Donnell, CBS 

News Chief White House Correspondent (3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (3); Mike Allen, Chief 

White House Correspondent, Politico (3); David Yepsen, Director, Paul Simon Public Policy Institute (3) 

1) Topics include: speculation regarding Representative Ron Paul’s chances in the upcoming Iowa caucus / reasons 

behind Representative Paul’s appeal to Democrats and Independents 

2) Topics include: former Representative Watts’ reasons for supporting Newt Gingrich / belief that Mr. Gingrich’s 

dropping poll numbers are due to the many negative advertisements, paid for by super PACs supporting Mitt 

Romney, that have aired in Iowa / Governor Mitt Romney’s claim that he does not support super PACs / examples 

from former Senator Talent as to why Mr. Romney is the stronger candidate 

3) Topics include: importance of the upcoming Iowa caucus / low polling numbers from voters who identify 

themselves as Evangelicals; update on the Obama campaign; speculation as to which candidate will drop out after the 

Iowa caucus 

 

01/08/12 Guests: General Martin Dempsey, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff (1); Leon Panetta, Secretary of Defense (1); 

Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee, Mitt Romney supporter (2) 

1) Topics include: reaction to Republican criticism regarding the January 7 announcement from the Obama 

administration outlining changes in the strategy and structure of the American military / reasons behind the changes 

in policy and what it means for the future requirements and capabilities of the military / primary message this change 

sends to the rest of the world / response to those who believe that the size of the American military is already too 

small; policy regarding Iran and the belief that they are trying to obtain nuclear weaponry / possibility that Iran will 

react to international sanctions by blocking off the Straits of Hormuz -- a major waterway used for transporting oil / 

call for the international community -- particularly Israel -- to work together; assurance that the Iraqi government is 

capable of maintaining the safety of the remaining American civilians in Iraq; pledge to the world that America 

intends to remain the strongest military power 

2) Topics include: support for the policy changes to the military, but concern regarding how these changes will be 

perceived by the rest of the world / belief that the current government breakdown in Iraq, along with Iran’s influence, 

could result in a civil war in that country / criticism of the Obama administration for not being more supportive of the 

Iranian demonstrators; reasoning behind Senator McCain’s decision to endorse his one-time political rival Mitt 

Romney / commitment to endorse the Republican nominee 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/15/12 Guests: Newt Gingrich, Republican Presidential Candidate, Former Speaker of the House of Representatives (1); 

former Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA), Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Senator Jim DeMint (R-SC), Author, 

“Now or Never: Saving America from Economic Collapse” (3); Jodi Kantor, Author, “The Obamas”, Correspondent, 

The New York Times (4) 

1) Topics include: need for the Republican candidate to be someone in “sharp contrast with Obama” / reasons why 

Mr. Gingrich feels that he is a better candidate than Mitt Romney / criticism of Mr. Romney’s work as governor of 

Massachusetts / further explanation of Mr. Gingrich’s appearance on the January 3rd edition of THE EARLY 

SHOW, where when asked, Mr. Gingrich called Mr. Romney a liar / commitment to fix any inaccuracies that may 

appear in his campaign ads / belief that Mr. Romney is far too liberal and will ultimately collapse under the pressure 

of running against President Obama 

2) Topics include: Mr. Santorum’s agreement with Mr. Gingrich that Mr. Romney is far too liberal and will 

ultimately collapse under the pressure of running against President Obama / Mr. Santorum’s reasons why he feels 

that he is the better candidate than Mr. Romney, Representative Paul, or Mr. Gingrich 

3) Topics include: pledge of support for any of the Republican candidates hoping to win the party’s nomination / 

reaction to a quote appearing in The New York Times magazine, from the head of the Spartanburg, South Carolina 

Tea Party, stating that she “does not know a single Tea Party person who does not despise Mitt Romney to the very 

core of their being” / plan to not endorse any of the candidates, instead focusing on the Senate Conservatives’ Fund; 

explanation behind “No Compromise with Democrats”, a chapter title from his book; belief that it is not unusual that 

conservatives have not converged on one Republican candidate 

4) Topics include: Ms. Kantor’s surprise by the negative reaction coming from the White House regarding her book 

on the Obama White House / belief that Mrs. Obama is portrayed in a positive light, not as an “angry black woman”, 

as stated by Mrs. Obama in her interview with Gayle King, co-anchor of CBS THIS MORNING 

 

01/22/12 Guests: Newt Gingrich, Republican Presidential Candidate, Former Speaker of the House of Representatives (1); 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) (2); former Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS), former Chairman, Republican 

National Committee (2); Kelly Evans, Columnist, The Wall Street Journal (3); Joe Klein, Columnist, Time (3) 

1) Topics include: Mr. Gingrich’s surprise victory in the January 21st South Carolina primary / reaction to the ABC 

News interview with his ex-wife, Marianne Gingrich, in which she claimed that he asked for an open marriage / 

response to recent comments from fellow Republican candidate Mitt Romney, claiming that Mr. Gingrich is both too 

similar to President Obama and an unsuitable candidate / belief that Mr. Romney is having a difficult time relating to 

people because he is inauthentic / positive reaction to Mr. Schieffer’s proposal of appearing with Mr. Romney in 

FACE THE NATION’s first hour-long broadcast next Sunday 

2) Topics include: praise for Mr. Gingrich’s debate performance and victory in the South Carolina primary from 

Senator Graham / explanation from former Governor Barbour of what makes a candidate part of the Republican 

establishment / praise for both Mr. Romney and Mr. Gingrich; defense from former Governor Barbour over his 

decision to pardon two hundred former and current prisoners as he left office 

3) Topics include: analysis of the South Carolina debate / how changes in the Republican party are impacting Mr. 

Gingrich and Mr. Romney / key issues for campaigning in Florida -- the housing crisis and entitlement concerns, 

such as Medicare and Social Security 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

01/29/12 Guests: Newt Gingrich, Republican Presidential Candidate, Former Speaker of the House of Representatives (1); 

Representative Michele Bachmann, (R-MN) (2) (6); Donald Trump, entrepreneur (3) (7); Reince Priebus, Chair, 

Republican National Committee (4); Representative Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), Chair, Democratic National 

Committee (5); Representative Allen West (R-FL) (6); Representative Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) (6); Dave Barry, 

humorist, columnist, The Miami Herald (8); Marc Caputo, political writer, The Miami Herald (8); John Dickerson, 

CBS News Political Director (8) 

1) Topics include: reasons why Mr. Gingrich feels that Mitt Romney is too dishonest to be president / commitment to 

continue his bid for the Republican nomination, regardless of the outcome in Tuesday’s Florida primary 

2) Topics include: Representative Bachmann’s refusal to give her opinion as to whether or not she agrees with New 

Gingrich’s negative opinion of Mitt Romney, believing that it is up to the voters to decide / assurance that the Tea 

party is still relevant and has played a role in the Republican debates; decision to run for reelection in her 

congressional district 

3) A brief excerpt of an interview conducted yesterday with Mr. Trump, in which he expresses his concern over the 

level of hatred between the Republican candidates. 

4) Topics include: belief that tough primaries make better candidates / November’s election will ultimately be a 

referendum on President Obama / criticism of President Obama’s job performance; disagreement with Sarah Palin’s 

Facebook posting where she says that it is not Gingrich versus Romney, but the Republican establishment versus the 

Tea Party; opinion that all of the Republican candidates are men of integrity 

5) Topics include: examples of why Representative Wasserman Schultz believes that Mitt Romney is out of step with 

the priorities of Floridians / rumor that Senator Marco Rubio of Florida will be chosen as a running mate to the 

Republican nominee / disagreement with poll results from The Miami Herald indicating that Mitt Romney would 

beat President Obama / reaction to Donald Trump’s suggestion that he may enter the presidential race as an 

independent 

6) Topics include: Representative Diaz-Balart’s support for Mitt Romney / Representative Bachmann’s belief that 

the creation of the Tea Party has caused the Republican Party to return to its basic values; criticism of President 

Obama’s job performance; disagreement with Newt Gingrich’s opinion that Mitt Romney is not conservative 

enough; differing opinions as to whether or not President Obama deserves credit for accomplishing anything during 

his presidency, including giving the order to kill Osama bin Laden 

7) Additional footage of yesterday’s interview with Mr. Trump, in which he discusses both the strengths and 

weaknesses of Newt Gingrich and Mitt Romney, as well as the possibility of himself entering the race as an 

independent. 

8) Topics include: reasons behind the shift from Newt Gingrich to Mitt Romney in the polls / how a win for Mr. 

Romney in the Florida primary will impact Mr. Gingrich / highly negative tone of the political ads airing in Florida / 

Mr. Gingrich’s need to be able to connect with the voters / support for poll results indicating that Mitt Romney, not 

Newt Gingrich, would be the Republican candidate to beat President Obama in a general election 

 

60 MINUTES 

 

01/01/12 “The Majority Leader” - an interview / profile of House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, the Republican 

Congressman who has played a pivotal role in the recent bipartisan standoffs over the deficit reduction, extending the 

payroll tax cut, and passing President Obama’s jobs bill.  Includes comments by Cantor’s wife, Diana.  (C: Lesley 

Stahl - P: Karen M. Sughrue) 

“The Perfect Score” - in his first interview about his criminal fraud, nineteen-year-old college student Sam 

Eshaghoff tells how he was able to take the SAT and ACT college admissions exams for other students who paid him 

thousands of dollars to do so.  Also includes interviews with Kathleen Rice, Nassau County (Long Island, NY) 

District Attorney, and Kurt Landgraf, president of the Educational Testing Service (ETS).  (C: Alison Stewart - P: 

Katherine Davis) 

“Alone On The Wall” - an interview / profile of Alex Honnold, a 26-year-old rock climber who practices “free 

solo” climbing -- in which the climber uses only his hands and feet, and no ropes or protection. The 60 MINUTES 

cameras follow his free solo climb up Sentinel Mountain in Yosemite National Park.  Also includes comments by 

John Long, former expert rock climber.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Jeff Newton) (OAD: 10/02/11) 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

01/08/12 “Stem Cell Fraud” - a second report (see also “21st Century Snake Oil” OAD: 04/18/10) on the growing Internet 

trade in fake stem cell cures, where medical conmen are offering false hope for currently incurable illnesses.  This 

report focuses on Dan Ecklund - an American doctor whose license has been revoked - and his Ecuador-based Stem 

Tech Labs.  Includes interviews with: Dan Ecklund; Gary and Judy Susser, parents of Adam, a cerebral palsy victim; 

Dr. Joanne Kurtzberg, chief scientific officer of a stem cell research program at Duke University. Also includes an 

update on “21st Century Snake Oil”.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Michael Rey, Oriana Zill) 

“Marine Brothers” - a report on five sets of brothers, all Marines, who serve in the same battalion in Afghanistan.  

Includes interviews with: Lance Cpl. Joshua Beans and Cpl. Daniel Beans; Lance Cpl. Will Hernandez; Gunnery 

Sgt. Hector Vega; Lt. Col. Todd Zink, commanding officer, Lone Star Battalion; Major Mark Wood, company 

commander, Lone Star Battalion; Lone Star Battalion. (C: Lara Logan - P: Tom Anderson, Richard Butler) 

“The Most Expensive Food in the World” - a report on the harvesting, sale and consumption of truffles, the edible 

fungi that are, ounce for ounce, the world’s most expensive food.  Harvests in Italy and France are down, and an 

influx of cheap Chinese truffles are criticized for being inferior in taste and a threat to the market.  Includes 

interviews with: Olga Urbani, whose company controls seventy percent of the world’s truffle trade; Bruno, the 

French chef and restaurateur; Michel Tournayre, truffle farmer; Pierre Jean Pebyre, French packager of Chinese 

truffles.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Ira Rosen) 

 

01/15/12 “Groupon” - an interview with Andrew Mason, the founder and CEO of Groupon, the Internet company whose 

online subscribers receive daily e-mails with discount coupons from local businesses.  Also includes an interview 

with Andrew Ross Sorkin, financial columnist, The New York Times, and CNBC host.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar 

Bar-On) 

“Qatar” - a profile of the tiny and prosperous Middle Eastern nation of Qatar, a stable country surrounded by the 

unrest of its Arab neighbors.  Qatar’s television network, Al Jazeera, is seen as the engine of the various populist 

uprisings called the Arab Spring.  Includes interviews with: Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, emir of Qatar; 

Fahad al Attiyah, adviser to the royal family; Sheik Hamid Bin Jasim, prime minister of Qatar; Faisal al-Qasim, Al 

Jazeera talk show host.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Harry A Radliffe II) 

“Jake” - an interview / profile of Jake Barnett, a thirteen-year-old math and science prodigy, on full scholarship at 

the joint Indiana University-Purdue campus in Indianapolis. At the age of three, he had been diagnosed with autism, 

but the more he was exposed to the sciences, the more he began to communicate. Includes interviews with his 

parents, Kristine and Michael Barnett; Joanne Ruthsatz, psychology professor, Ohio State; Yogesh Joglekar, physics 

professor, Indiana University / Purdue University.  (C: Morley Safer - P: Katy Textor) 

 

01/22/12 PREEMPTED for 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Into The Wild” 

 

01/29/12 “Defense Secretary Panetta” - an interview / profile of Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta.  Among the topics of 

discussion are the potential response of the United States should Iran develop a nuclear weapon; and the elimination 

of Osama bin Laden when Panetta was head of the CIA, including his personal suspicion that someone in the 

Pakistani government knew of bin Laden’s presence there.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster) 

“The Commissioner” - an interview with National Football League Commissioner Roger Goodell, who discusses 

the responsibilities and challenges he faces in presiding over the NFL, the most successful entertainment business in 

America, with an annual revenue of $10 billion. Includes comments by Steve Bisciotti, owner of the Baltimore 

Ravens; Robert Kraft, owner of the New England Patriots; DeMaurice Smith, NFL Players Association; Carl 

Johnson, NFL vice president of officiating; Ray Anderson, NFL head of operations.  (C: Steve Kroft - P: Draggan 

Mihailovich, L. Franklin Devine) 

“Big Game Hunting” - a report on Texas ranchers who breed exotic big game African animals, some of which are 

either endangered or extinct in the wild.  The ranchers allow the animals to roam free on their large ranches, and 

charge hunters  substantial fees to hunt them for sport.  The ranchers claim they are preserving these species; animal 

rights people strongly disagree.  Includes interviews with: Charly Seale, Texas rancher and executive director of the 

Exotic Wildlife Association; Priscilla Feral, president, Friends of Animals; David Bamberger, Texas rancher; Pat 

Condy, conservationist.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

01/07/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Family Affair” - a report on the 2008 murders of Philip Heidt and his son Carey Heidt, 

the shooting of Philip’s wife, Linda Heidt, and the secret extra-marital affair of Carey’s wife Robin with his brother 

Craig Heidt, who has been convicted of the murders of his father and his brother. The Heidt family lived in the small 

town of Springfield Georgia. Philip Heidt, a real estate developer was married to Linda.  They had three sons, Chris, 

Craig and Carey. Carey became his father’s business partner and married Robin. They seemed the perfect Southern 

family -- but Robin Heidt had been having an affair with her brother-in-law Craig Heidt, the self-described black 

sheep of the family. She even told her husband about the affair. Carey was distraught, but no fool: he removed Robin 

from his life insurance policy. During one of their trysts, Philip hired a helicopter to track them down because he 

wanted hard evidence of their affair. Carey and Robin then separated; he went to stay with his parents. Then, on 

August 25, 2008, the crime occurred. Philip and Carey were fatally shot with a shotgun;  Linda Heidt miraculously 

survived, turning her head at the moment of  the shooting. With nothing taken from inside the house - money and 

jewelry untouched -  investigators concluded the motive was murder.  Detectives gave Robin the news: she says she 

immediately confronted Craig, who said he didn’t do it. Police immediately zeroed in on Craig. Linda Heidt did not 

see the shooter, but is adamant that Craig didn’t do it -- circumstantial evidence said otherwise. Four months after the 

murders, Craig moved in with Robin and her children was essentially living Carey’s life. Nine months later Craig 

asked Robin to marry him. In May 2009, Craig Heidt was arrested for the murders. His mother and brother stood by 

him during the trial; Robin did not. He was found guilty. Family members insist he didn’t get a fair trial. Epilogue: In 

November 2011, Robin married Bradley Cave, who had spent a year in mandatory drug rehabilitation.  In December 

2011, a lawyer for the Heidt children asked a court to remove them from Robin’s care and let them live with Linda. 

The judge gave Linda immediate custody, ordered monies from the Heidt trust to be paid to Linda for care of the 

children. Robin was also to turn over the children’s Social Security payments. She did not and a warrant was issued. 

She spent two days in jail right before Christmas. On screen text graphic: Craig Heidt is appealing his conviction. 

Interviewed: family members Robin Heidt, Linda Heidt, Chris Heidt; Michael Muldrew, prosecutor; Dr. James 

Downs, medical examiner; Jimmie McDuffie, sheriff, Effingham County, Georgia; Eugene Howard, agent in charge, 

Georgia Bureau of Investigations;  Ed Myrick, sheriff’s firearms instructor; James Dingledein, police officer; Dow 

Bonds, Craig Heidt’s attorney.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Paul LaRosa, Cassandra Marshall, Michelle Feuer) 

 

01/14/12 PREEMPTION 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

01/21/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Shelley’s Last Breath” (9:00-10:00p) - an investigation into the 1999 scuba diving 

death of Shelley Tyre while on vacation on the Caribbean isle of Tortola.  Police questioned her husband and dive 

partner David Swain about every detail of the dive; autopsy results were inconclusive.  Shelley, a school principal 

who, in the early 1990s, had met and married David Swain, a divorced father of two, who ran a dive shop, was an 

adventurous woman who couldn’t care less about money.  Her parents insisted on a pre-nuptial agreement and David 

Swain agreed he would receive no money if they divorced.  With her death, he collected more than $600,000 from 

her estate.  What her parents could not understand was Swain’s lack of emotion regarding Shelley’s death.  He 

explained that he didn’t know had happened to Shelley during the dive.  Although divers are supposed to swim in 

pairs, she was diving alone – he had gone elsewhere in the water.  One year after her death, her parents hired an 

attorney and sent him and his team of experts to Tortola to investigate.  After several months, they uncovered 

evidence which they believed proved David Swain was lying. 48 HOURS hired an underwater forensic expert to 

examine the evidence; he also concluded that it was much more than a diving accident.  Her parents believed that 

Shelley’s decision to change jobs and take a substantial pay cut may have been the motive for murder.  In 2006, they 

sued David Swain in civil court for wrongful death and won.  Armed with this, the Tyres persuaded the authorities in 

Tortola to re-open the case: island prosecutors charged Swain with the murder of his wife.  Ten years after Shelley’s 

death and after two years in a Tortola prison, the trial began.  Certain information about David Swain became public 

during the trial – his father had been convicted of sexual abuse and sent to prison.  His mother was bludgeoned to 

death by his brother, Richard.  This information, along with testimony from his children and ex-wife was used to 

explain his behavior.  In the end, David Swain was found guilty of murder and sentenced to life in prison.  Update 

for this 01/21/12 rebroadcast: In September 2011, a three-judge panel overturned David Swain’s guilty verdict and 

he was released from prison.  Updated onscreen graphics:  In December, David Swain was arrested and charged 

with drunk driving. If convicted, he could face up to a year in prison. Swain has never paid the Tyree family the 3.5 

million in damages from the 2006 wrongful death judgement. With interest, it’s now more than 8 million. 

Interviewed: David Swain; Jen Bloom and Jeremy Swain, David’s children: Richard and Lisa Tyre, Shelley’s 

parents; Don Badger, Shelley’s co-worker; John Langella, David’s friend and fellow scuba instructor; Sandy 

Wheeler, David’s ex-wife; Jeff Morgan, San Bernardino, California Sheriff’s Department; Keith Royle, dive boat 

captain; Bill Oliver, scuba gear designer; Neil Tassel and Tim Bradl, David’s defense attorneys; Jim Erickson, 

former Minneapolis assistant district attorney; Hayden St. Clair Douglas, local counsel working with David’s defense 

team.  (C: Troy Roberts - P: Jay Young, Patti Aronofsky, Sarah Prior) (OAD: 05/08/10; 1st Rebroadcast: 03/05/11) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

01/21/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Showdown in the Bedroom” (10:00-11:00p) - a followup to “Shootout at the Hills” 

(OAD: 11/27/10), a report on the November 14, 2006 shooting of Danny Hill, by his wife, Charlene. Charlene 

claimed that their seemingly happy life together was a facade and that she shot him in self-defense. Charlene’s years 

of suffering physical abuse from Danny was well documented by police reports and hospital visits. Their children 

even admitted that their father, Danny, was abusive, but that he had mellowed after he and their mother had survived 

a near-fatal motorcycle accident in August 2003 and that their mother had often instigated the arguments, leaving 

Danny with no choice but to react the way he did. At the trial, prosecutors questioned Charlene’s claim of self-

defense and claimed that the multi-million dollar estate was the motive. The jury deliberated for two days, before the 

judge declared a mistrial. Prosecutors decided to try her for a second time. In January 2011, the second trial began. 

Prosecutors decided the focus would be on science and not sentiment. They presented a case based on forensics and 

had crime scene investigators and medical examiners testify. Charlene Hill again testified about why she believed her 

life was in jeopardy. The jurors even took a field trip to Charlene and Danny’s bedroom. When deliberations began, 

it seemed to be another mistrial. The judge encouraged attorneys to broker a plea deal. They came to an agreement: 

no prison time but Charlene must admit that she murdered her husband. Charlene initially resisted, but agreed to the 

deal. When she was about to sign the agreement, the jury announced they had reached a verdict. Without reading the 

verdict, the judge made a decision -- he let both sides seal the deal. After the plea, it was found out that the verdict 

was guilty, and Charlene would have been sentenced to jail. The jurors were satisfied -- they believed that Charlene 

was guilty, but had suffered enough. Today, Charlene is trying to build a new life; however,  her son Jeremy wants 

nothing to do with her, but her daughter Jamie has decided to forgive her after a bitter estrangement. On screen text 

graphic: Charlene Hill is on probation for 10 years. She’s required to speak before battered women’s groups, but 

she’s forbidden from ever saying that she shot Danny in self-defense. Interviewed: Charlene Hill; her children, Jamie 

and Jeremy Hill; friends of Charlene’s, Jennifer Hinch and  Susan Watts; Charlene’s defense attorneys, George 

Parnham and Dee McWilliams; Silvia Less-Sie, juror in the  original trial who thought Charlene was innocent; 

original trial Bailiff Mary Charles; Judge James Shoemake; Jose Trevino, Fort Bend, Texas Sheriff’s Deputy; second 

trial prosecutors Jill Stotts and Chad Bridges; investigators Lester Phipps and Jeremy Goodrich; Dr. Sara Doyle, 

Medical Examiner; Dr. Stephen Pustilnik, Galveston County (TX) Medical Examiner.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: 

Clare Friedland, Jenna Jackson) 

 

01/28/12 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “A Fatal Attraction” - Joanne Witt, a 47-year old engineer in El Dorado Hills, California 

was stabbed to death while she was sleeping on Thursday, June 11, 2009. One month prior to her death Joanne found 

her 14-year old daughter Tylar Witt in a compromising situation with 19-year old Stephen Colver. Joanne was a 

single mother and along the way had lost control of Tylar, but exposing her daughter’s relationship with Stephen 

would prove to be their last fight. Joanne tried to stop the relationship once she was aware of it, but the couple 

denied any wrongdoing. When Joanne discovered Tylar’s diary detailing the sexual encounters between the couple, 

she went straight to authorities, and an investigation was opened.  Prosecutor Lissette Suder, in conjunction with 

Stephen’s defense attorney Dain Weiner and Tylar’s lawyer Mark Ralphs, outlined the unfolding sequence of events. 

Tylar and Stephen were afraid of statutory rape charges and after Joanne was dead they decided to rent a hotel room 

for the night in San Francisco. Stephen and Tylar wrote suicide notes, and ate rat poison hoping to die together. 

When the rat poison didn’t work they were on the run until local police officers turned them in. Tylar ended up 

turning on Stephen once prosecutors got involved and at his trial, she testified against him. In the end Stephen was 

sentenced to life in prison without parole, and Tylar pleaded guilty to 2nd degree murder, receiving 15 years to life.  

On screen text graphic: Tylar Witt is not eligible for parole until 2024; she will be 29 years old.  Interviewed: 

prosecutor Lissette Suder; Stephen Colver’s lawyer, Dain Weiner; Mark Ralphs, Tylar Witt’s attorney; Joanne Witt’s 

parents, Norb and Judi Witt; Joanne Witt’s friends, Roxanna Jurgett and Vinnie Catapano; Stephen Colver’s mother, 

Jan Colver.  (C: Richard Schlesinger - P: Ira Sutow, Sue McHugh, Avi Cohen) 

 

 



CBS TELEVISION NETWORK 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BROADCASTS 

JANUARY 2012 

           Page 8 of 8 

 
CBS NEWS SPECIAL BROADCASTS 

 

01/22/12 60 MINUTES PRESENTS: “Into The Wild” 

“The Great Migration” - a report on the wildebeest migration across the volcanic plain of the Masai Mara in Kenya 

and the dangers that confront them.  These include predators and the low water level in the Mara River, caused by 

the destruction of the Mau Forest for human agricultural needs and the burning of the trees for charcoal.  

Interviewed: Robin Reid, scientist, Colorado State University; John Sena, resident of the Mau Forest; Dickson 

Kaelo, who works for a non-profit foundation that’s paying the Masai to turn over management of their land to a 

wildlife conservancy.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Henry Schuster, Rebecca Peterson) (OAD: 10/04/09 on 60 MINUTES) 

“The Secret Language of Elephants” - a report on efforts to decipher the meaning of sounds made by elephants, 

with the ultimate intention of compiling an elephant language dictionary.  Includes an interview with Andrea 

Turkalo, an American scientist studying forest elephants in Central Africa; Peter Wrege, behavioral biologist, 

Cornell University; Katy Payne, founder, Elephant Listening Project.  (C: Bob Simon - P: Harry A. Radliffe II) 

(OAD: 01/03/10 on 60 MINUTES) 

“Jane Goodall” - a profile of chimpanzee advocate Jane Goodall on the occasion of her return to the forests of 

Tanzania, where she began her love affair with chimpanzees fifty years ago.  Her mission now is to raise awareness 

that chimpanzees are an endangered species.  Also includes comments by filmmaker Bill Wallauer of the Jane 

Goodall Institute.  (C: Lara Logan - P: Max McClellan) (OAD: 10/24/10 on 60 MINUTES) 

 

01/24/11 CBS NEWS SPECIAL REPORT: “State of the Union 2012" - live coverage of President Obama’s State of the 

Union address to a joint session of Congress.  Includes: (1) President Obama’s address; (2) Correspondents’ 

commentary v/o video of President Obama exiting the House chamber; (3) Republican Response by Governor Mitch 

Daniels (R-IN).  Correspondents: Scott Pelley (anchor, Washington, D.C.); Bob Schieffer; Norah O’Donnell; Nancy 

Cordes 
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