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WNJR-FM 

QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS LIST 

 

(For the period of July 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023) 

 

General Information: 

 

WNJR-FM is a noncommercial educational radio station operated by Washington & Jefferson 

College in Washington, Pennsylvania. WNJR-FM broadcasts twenty-four hours a day, including 

music, syndicated programming, and live shows hosted by W&J students, faculty, and staff.  

 

Issues of Local Importance: 

 

The following programs have addressed issues of concern for the communities within WNJR-

FM’s service area during the period of July 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023: 

 

Student/Faculty/Staff Programs That Addressed Community Issues: 

 

COM 242: Radio Performance or Production 
Washington & Jefferson College students enrolled in the COM 242: Radio Performance or 

Production course discuss various issues/current events. Selected broadcasts: 

 

“National Preparedness Month; International Day of Peace”  

Description Part 1: September is “National Preparedness Month.” The holiday was 

established by the federal government in order to “raise awareness about the importance 

of preparing for disasters and emergencies that could happen at any time.” The 2023 

theme is “Take Control in 1, 2, 3,” which focuses on “older adults for disasters, 

specifically older adults from communities that are disproportionally impacted by the all-

hazard events.” [https://www.ready.gov/september]  

Questions considered: Have you ever experienced a violent storm or weather-

related emergency? Do you and your family have a readiness plan in place for various 

emergencies? What would you put into your own emergency preparation kit? 

… 

Description Part 2: September 21 is the “International Day of Peace,” established in 1981 

by the United Nations General Assembly. According to the website, “The United Nations 

invites all nations and people to honour a cessation of hostilities during the Day, and to 

otherwise commemorate the Day through education and public awareness on issues 

related to peace.” [https://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/background.shtml] “This 

year’s International Day of Peace will focus on ‘Actions for Peace.’” 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace/2023/action-guide] 

Questions considered: What are some of the things that you do in your everyday 

life to help spread positivity, peace, and understanding among individuals and different 

groups of people? (e.g. random acts of kindness, sharing works of art, encouraging 

discussion, etc.) 

(Aired 9/18/2023; 4:15-5:15 PM, 1 hour) 

 

https://www.ready.gov/september
https://www.un.org/en/events/peaceday/background.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace/2023/action-guide
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▪ “Pennsylvania Infrastructure” 

Description: U.S. Senator Bob Casey recently came to Washington, PA to discuss 

increased government investment in Pennsylvania’s infrastructure, including a $3.6 

million investment in three bridges in the county: “…the bridge over Catfish Creek, a 

bridge on Valley Road over Brush Run in Cecil and Chartiers townships, and a span on 

North Hewitt Avenue in Canton Township over Georges Run.” [https://observer-

reporter.com/news/localnews/casey-comes-to-washington-to-talk-about-

infrastructure/article_8820ee7e-5955-11ee-b7a7-43b926767e8f.html] 

Questions considered: How would you describe the roads, highways, and bridges 

in your hometown/state? What is your worst driving experience, as it pertains to failing 

infrastructure (e.g. potholes, traffic, etc.)? If you were in control of the budget, what 

would you fix or improve? 

(Aired 9/25/2023; 4:15-5:15 PM, 1 hour) 

 

Syndicated Programs That Addressed Community Issues: 

 

Saturday Light Brigade 
SLB Radio Productions, Inc. (SLB) 

[https://slbradio.org/] 

 

Every Saturday, from 6:00 AM to 12:00 PM, WNJR-FM broadcasts the “Saturday Light 

Brigade,” produced by the nonprofit SLB Radio Productions, Inc. (SLB) out of the Children’s 

Museum of Pittsburgh. According to their mission statement: “SLB Radio Productions, Inc. 

(SLB) uses radio and audio to encourage, amplify, share and archive the ideas, stories, and 

feelings of children, youth and families.” This family-oriented program includes information 

about community organizations and programs, featuring interviews with providers and users of 

the community programs.  

 

Program aired on the following dates, from 6:00 AM-12:00 PM (each program 6 hours): 

 

▪ July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

▪ August 5, 12, 19, 26 

▪ September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 

The Allegheny Front 
Allegheny Front 

[https://www.alleghenyfront.org/] 

 

Every Sunday, from 8:00 AM to 8:30 AM, WNJR broadcasts “The Allegheny Front.” According 

to their “About” page: “The Allegheny Front is an award-winning public radio program covering 

environmental issues in Western Pennsylvania, airing on WESA in Pittsburgh and on stations 

throughout the region.” Programs aired: 

 

▪ “Episode for June 30, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-june-30-2023/ 

 

https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/casey-comes-to-washington-to-talk-about-infrastructure/article_8820ee7e-5955-11ee-b7a7-43b926767e8f.html
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/casey-comes-to-washington-to-talk-about-infrastructure/article_8820ee7e-5955-11ee-b7a7-43b926767e8f.html
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/casey-comes-to-washington-to-talk-about-infrastructure/article_8820ee7e-5955-11ee-b7a7-43b926767e8f.html
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-june-30-2023/
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Walleye fishermen Chase Cominsky and Jacob Runyan were on quite a streak. They won 

fishing tournament after tournament--rewarded with expensive boats and tens of 

thousands of dollars in cash. But last fall, it all came crashing down when they were 

caught cheating at a championship event on Lake Erie. What the judge found and what 

happened next. Plus, we head out into the wilds of Pennsylvania with the people who 

keep an eye on the state’s bears. 

(Aired 7/2/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for July 7, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-7-2023/ 

Activists gathered to protest a rush of proposed drilling leases on Ohio public lands, 

including a beloved state park. In Pennsylvania, a program helps forest owners 

sustainably manage their lands and help mitigate climate change. And a project is seeking 

Pa. owners of former mineland for an effort to plant native trees and restore the forest. 

Plus, an urban farmer inspires healthy eating in Pittsburgh. 

(Aired 7/9/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for July 14, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-14-2023/ 

We head out to a summer camp that helps build confidence and an appreciation for 

nature. Plus, we visit a farm in Pittsburgh that teaches neighbors how to grow and cook 

seasonal vegetables. We then talk with another urban farmer in Pittsburgh whose new 

book teaches children how to grow a tomato and community. The oldest African 

American-owned farm in the U.S., located in Pennsylvania, received a special dedication 

leading up to the 250th birthday of America.  

(Aired 7/16/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for July 21, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-21-2023/ 

Smoke from this year's Canadian wildfire season is likely just the beginning. We talk 

with a fire ecology expert about the role of climate change and what can be done about it. 

Only a few states have constitutional amendments guaranteeing clean air and water. 

There's a movement to change that.  We'll also hear about a new study that looks at 

radioactive materials in waterways, which could have come from wastewater treatment 

plants that accept landfill runoff contaminated with fracking waste.  

(Aired 7/23/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for July 28, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-28-2023/ 

We talk with scientists who discovered that a songbird rare in Pennsylvania is now 

breeding in the state. Plus, we explain why experts and community groups are calling for 

EPA to ban vinyl chloride, the chemical that was released and burned from train cars in 

the East Palestine derailment. And who is a relatively new air pollution rule in Allegheny 

County meant to protect?  

(Aired 7/30/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-7-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-14-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-21-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-july-28-2023/
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▪ “Episode for August 4, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-4-2023/ 

We head to Cumberland County, where hikers who make it to the halfway point on the 

Appalachian Trail are taking part in a tradition and friendly competition of eating a half 

gallon of ice cream. Also, we talk to experts about how global heatwaves this summer are 

directly tied to climate change. We'll also learn why Western Pennsylvania is critical to 

stopping the spread of raccoon rabies. Plus, we talk with a Pennsylvania photographer 

who won a national prize for capturing the image of a female Baltimore oriole collecting 

horsehair for her nest.  

(Aired 8/6/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for August 11, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-11-2023/ 

The federal government is considering the creation of a marine sanctuary in the 

Pennsylvania portion of Lake Erie to help preserve shipwrecks--but it won't stop 

recreation on the lake. We'll also sort the facts from fiction when it comes to the concerns 

over solar panel installations. Plus, we'll hear from the author of a new book on climate 

resilience who hopes to offer strategies to deal with the climate crisis so no one is left 

behind. News about solar on farms and schools, the cost of climate adaptation for Pa. 

municipalities, the price tag for a year without RGGI in Pennsylvania, and why more men 

are being exposed to harmful chemicals in personal care products.  

(Aired 8/13/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for August 18, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-18-2023/ 

A recent study found children living near gas wells had an increased risk of developing a 

cancer called lymphoma, while people with asthma had a four to five times greater 

chance of having an asthma attack. One researcher calls the results "a bombshell." We 

have reactions from parents and activists at a community meeting to address the health 

concerns. And, a new investigation looks at how well Pennsylvania is monitoring Shell's 

ethane cracker in Beaver County and how the company reports incidents at the plant. 

Plus, a champion stone skipper who got his start on Lake Erie talks about his technique.  

(Aired 8/20/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for August 25, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-25-2023/ 

Many people are paying stormwater fees on their utility bills, but don't really understand 

the projects they fund are helping to reduce pollution and flooding from storms. And, a 

new video series gives tips on combatting climate change through things we can control 

at home. Plus, finding ways to make a wedding more sustainable can feel overwhelming, 

but there are afforable ways to say "I do" to a greener wedding. News about the 

Chesapeake Bay, new electric vehicle charging stations coming to Pa., spotted 

lanternflies are decreasing in parts of the state, and why one borough is suspending its 

climate program.  

(Aired 8/27/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-4-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-11-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-18-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-august-25-2023/
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▪ “Episode for September 1, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-1-2023/ 

A new distillery in Northwestern Pennsylvania makes alcohol from sunflowers but also 

has an environmental education center and the world's longest bar made from a 

continuous piece of wood. We head to the Boundary Waters and Canoe Area Wilderness 

on Minnesota's border with Canda, where researchers and Indigenous leaders are reviving 

an age-old tradition of using fire to manage the land. We have news about a plan to bow 

hunt in two Pittsburgh parks to manage deer, a vote to create a climate action plan in 

Allegheny County, and criticism of a request to burn tires at a waste coal plant.  

(Aired 9/3/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for September 8, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-8-2023/ 

Invasive snails have gained a foothold in Pennsylvania, crowding out native species. We 

join a team surveying Lake Erie for mysterysnails.  We talk to people are dealing with the 

latest summer heat wave about their thoughts on climate change.  And a new 

documentary takes a fresh look at the life and death of coal in Appalachia. Plus, we take a 

look at what's next for Hays Woods, Pittsburgh's newest city park. News about PFAS, 

Pennsylvania's Trail of the Year, and spotted lanternflies in Pittsburgh. 

(Aired 9/10/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for September 15, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-15-2023/ 

Groups say proposals to use fracked natural gas to produce hydrogen in Western 

Pennsylvania pose health and climate risks. An investigation in Ohio alleges that many 

people whose names are on public comments in favor of fracking in state parks say they 

did not submit them. We'll also hear from an author who revisited the Youghiogheny 

River of his youth to find some changes for the better. Plus, the federal government wants 

to put the salamander mussel on the endangered species list. We revisit a story that joins 

researchers surveying the Allegheny River for the mudpuppy salamander that's critical 

for the mussel's survival.  

(Aired 9/17/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

▪ “Episode for September 22, 2023” 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-22-2023/ 

At a contentious meeting, an Ohio commission delayed a vote to approve fracking under 

state parks. A production about fossil fuel extraction is headed to western Pennsylvania. 

“Ezell, Ballad of a Land Man” delves into the complex issues of fracking and belonging. 

We talk with its writer and a local advocate about why it resonates with our region. Plus, 

we head to an orchard in Mercer County using regenerative farming techniques like 

spreading manure from local goats. And we stop at the first-ever Pittsburgh County Fair 

celebrating urban farming. 

(Aired 9/24/2023; 8:00-8:30 PM, 29 minutes) 

 

 

 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-1-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-8-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-15-2023/
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/episode-for-september-22-2023/
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National and World News: 

 

Feature Story News (FSN) 
[https://www.featurestorynews.com] 

(Aired daily; Once per hour, 3 minutes) 

 

Description: Every hour, at the top of the hour, WNJR-FM broadcasts a three-minute anchored 

news bulletin from Feature Story News (FSN). From Monday-Friday, the bulletin is a regularly-

updated stream of their “World Headlines” program. On Saturday and Sunday, the bulletin 

features their “Week in Review” program. 

 

Public Service Announcements (Pre-Recorded): 

 

Twice every hour, or approximately every thirty minutes, WNJR-FM broadcasts a rotating 

selection of public service announcements concerning the following issues of concern for the 

communities within WNJR-FM’s service area: 

 

Alzheimer’s Awareness 

Sponsor: Alzheimer's Association 

[https://www.adcouncil.org/campaign/alzheimers-awareness#radio] 

 

▪ “Tom” (00:30) 

▪ “Tom” (00:60) 

▪ “Cynthia” (00:30) 

▪ “Cynthia” (00:30) 

▪ “Hopeful – Judith” (00:30) 

 

Gun Safety 

Sponsor: Brady/End Family Fire 

[https://www.adcouncil.org/campaign/gun-safety#radio] 

▪ “Service Never Stops - Chris A” (00:30) 

▪ “Service Never Stops - Chris B” (00:30) 

 

Discovering Nature 

Sponsor: U.S. Forest Service 

[https://www.adcouncil.org/campaign/discovering-nature#radio] 

 

▪ “Look Through Their Eyes” (00:30) 

▪ “Imagination Grows” (00:30)  

▪ “Forest Trail” (00:30) 

 

Texting and Driving 

Sponsor: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 

[https://www.adcouncil.org/campaign/texting-and-driving-prevention#radio] 

 

▪ “Just Don’t” (00:30) 
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▪ “You Can Wait” (00:30) 

▪ “Text and Whatever” (00:60) 

 

Ending Hunger 

Sponsor: Feeding America 

[https://www.adcouncil.org/campaign/ending-hunger#radio] 

▪ “I Am Hunger” (00:30) 

▪ “I Am Hunger” (00:60) 

▪ “I Am Hunger 2” (00:30) 

▪ “I Am Hunger 2” (00:60) 

 

Veterans Affairs - Make the Connection 

Sponsor: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

[http://radio.tvaccessspotsource.com/veterans-affairs-make-connection] 

 

▪ “A Path Forward” (00:30) 

▪ “A Path Forward” (00:60) 

▪ “Finding Purpose” (00:30) 

▪ “Finding Purpose” (00:60)  

▪ “Turn Hope into Action” (00:30) 

▪ “Turn Hope into Action” (00:60) 

▪ “A Pledge To Veterans” (00:30) 

▪ “A Pledge To Veterans” (00:60) 

▪ “Strength Over Silence” (00:30) 

▪ “Strength Over Silence” (00:60) 

 

Youth Fentanyl Awareness 

Sponsor: Ad Council 

[https://www.adcouncil.org/campaigns/youth-fentanyl-awareness#radio] 

▪ Real Deal - 2 Milligrams (00:30) 

▪ Real Deal – Potent (00:30) 

 

Local Public Service Announcements (Read Live On-Air): 

 

Approximately 2-3 times every hour, during staffed station hours, WNJR-FM’s work-study 

student hosts read a rotating selection of public service announcements from local community 

organizations. Selected PSAs: 

 

Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA (DVSSP) 
Sponsor: Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA (DVSSP) 

[https://www.peacefromdv.org/] 

 

See following pages for selected examples: 
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