
TO:  Files
FR:  Ed Bremer, News Director
RE:  Problems/Programs
DT:  January 8, 2017

Attached is the list of problems in the community area served by KSER and the programs 
aired by the station during the fourth quarter of 2017.

The programs were based on the following list of problems identified as important to the 
community served by KSER:

Environment
Crime
Transportation
Growth
Health Care
Needs of the Family
Needs of the Elderly
Education
Affordable Housing
Children and Youth
Diversity in Snohomish County



THE ENVIRONMENT

Ed Bremer talks with Herald reporter Jerry Cornfield about the Governor’s proposed 
budget and his call for a carbon tax.  They talk about what the tax would be, how it would 
be used and expected opposition to the plan by Republicans in Olympia.
(10 minutes)  12/11/17 at 4:00 p.m. 

CRIME

Color Commentary Special – A presentation by Deborah Parker, best known for her 
work securing the passage of the Violence Against Women Act, which increased 
protection for indigenous women.  She is former Vice Chair of the Tulalip Tribes Board 
of Directors and a legislative policy analyst, dedicated to combatting violence against 
women, particularly indigenous women.  She spoke at the North Puget Sound Conference 
on Race in April 2017.  (1 hour)  10/16/17) at 6:00 p.m. 

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Aneelah Afzali, founder and Executive Director of 
the American Muslim Empowerment Network.  She is part of an on-going effort to 
humanize Muslim and dispel the myths created by the “Islamaphobia Industry” to 
demonize Muslims and make people fear them. (1 hour)  10/20/17) at 4 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with Steven Horn, professor of Political Science at Everett Community 
College.  They discuss the on-going investigation into Russion collusion with the Trump 
Administration and the differences/similarities with the Nixon “Watergate” investigation.  
(12 minutes)  11/1/17 at 4 p.m. 

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Tony McAleer, co-founder and executive director 
of “Life After Hate.”  The organization, formed 6 years ago, by former members of the 
American violent far-right, helps members escape their life of hate, violence and 
intolerance.  Tony was a former skinhead and organizer of the White Aryan Resistance. 
(1 hour)  11/17/17 at 4 p.m. 

America’s Disappeared – Gary Idleburg talks with Dan Berger, UW/Bothell Sociology 
Professor and Daryll Grotehouce from Concerned Lifers.  They discuss how to improve 
conditions for prisoners and how to break the cycle to keep released prisoners from 
returning to jail.    (30 minutes).  10/2/17 at 6 p.m. 

America’s Disappeared – Gary Idleberg talks with William Castello, consultant with 
Metropolitan Seattle’s Urban League and CEO of Westwood Counseling, which 
specializes in health, life skills, drug and alcohol counseling for newly released prisoners 
in Washington State. (29 mins)  12/4/17 at 6:00 p.m. 



League of Women Voters Magazine on the Air – Jacquelyn Styrma, Regional Director 
of Skagit Dispute Resolution and John Reid, volunteer mediator from Bellingham, talk 
about dispute resolution as an alternative to a court proceeding.  They talk about how it 
works, who can use it and how it is different than arbitration. (1 hour) 12/11/17 at 6 p.m. 

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Brent Stainer, director of the Snohomish County 
Office of Emergency Management and Dr. Mark Stein, director of the Snohomish Health 
District about their roles in the County’s Joint Opioid Task Force.  They talk about the 
impact of opioid abuse on crime and how the task force is working to address the 
problem with humane solutions. (1 hour)  12/08/17at 4:00 p.m. 

TRANSPORTATION

Ed Bremer talked with Herald reporter Jerry Cornfield about the Senate Law and Justice 
Committee’s meeting in Everett.  They were looking into Sound Transits involvement in 
the 2016 election.  (10 minutes)  10/9/17 at 4 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with Herald reporter Jerry Cornfield about a Republican released report 
that concluded Sound Transit “duped” lawmakers and voters in order to get ST 3 passed 
and that the higher tax rate is based on wrong car value data.
(10 minutes)  10/30/17 at 4:00 pm.

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Ed Petersen, founding Executive Director of 
HopeWorks Social Enterprises.  He is also a leader of the Everett Station District 
Alliance which has developed a plan for the redevelopment of downtown Everett.  The 
discussion focused on affordable housing, mass transit, bicycle paths, and how the city 
can best accommodate the expected 60-thousand new residents coming in the next 20 
years. (1 hour)  12/01/17 at 4 p.m. 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Ed Petersen, founding Executive Director of 
HopeWorks Social Enterprises.  He is also a leader of the Everett Station District 
Alliance which has developed a plan for the redevelopment of downtown Everett.  The 
discussion focused on affordable housing, mass transit, bicycle paths, and how the city 
can best accommodate the expected 60-thousand new residents coming in the next 20 
years. (1 hour)  12/01/17 at 4 p.m. 

Sound Living - Ed Bremer talks with Judy Touhy, candidate for Mayor of Everett.  The 
wide ranging conversation covered how the city should deal with the opioid crisis, 
homelessness, crime and the expected fast and great growth of new people coming into 
the town.(1 hour)  10/05/17 at 4 p.m. 



Sound Living - Ed Bremer talks with Cassie Franklin, candidate for Mayor of Everett.  
The wide ranging conversation covered how the city should deal with the opioid crisis, 
homelessness, crime and the expected fast and great growth of new people coming into 
the town.  (1 hour)  10/27/17 at 4 p.m.

HEALTH CARE

Sound Living: The Healthy Edition – two naturopathic doctors are in the KSER 
studio’s every week talking about health and taking phone calls about health care and 
discussing it from a naturopathic perspective.  (1 hour)  Thursday at 4:00 p.m. 

Dr. Kasra Pournadeali talks with Joseph Pizzorno, Jr. ND, one of the world’s leading 
authroites on science-based natural/integrative medicine and part of the White House 
Commission on Complementary and Alternative Medicine Policy (2000).  The talk about 
his latest book “The Toxin Solution”. (1 hour)  10/5/17 at 4 p.m. 

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Chris Files, Vice President of Van Winkle 
Insurance Group.  The discussion focuses on the provisions of the Affordable Care Act, 
who needs to enroll and how to find the best plan during the open enrollment period and 
the expected problems from the Republican efforts to end it. 
(1 hour)  11/03/17 at 4 p.m.  

Chuck Noel talks with Chris Files, Vice President at Van Winkle Insurance Group about 
chances in the Affordable Care Act and how the Republicans are changing the plan to 
exclude more people.  (20 minutes)  11/28/17 at 6:40 p.m. 

NEEDS OF THE FAMILY

Ed Bremer talks with Helena Norberg-Hodge, a pioneer in the worldwide localization 
movement and producer of the documentary, “The Economics of Happiness.”  They talk 
about a Port Townsend conference on the economics of  happiness and how to devise a 
new economy, one with an emphasis on the loca, rather than the global.  (12 minutes)  
10/24/17 at 4 p.m. 

Getting Your Dough To Rise – Chuck Noel talks with Kevin Brasler, Executive Editor 
of Puget Sound Consumers’ Checkbook, Kevin Watier, Program Manager of the PUD, 
Bruce McClary, VP of Communications, National Foundation for Credit Counseling and 
Anthony Baruffi, Garde Capital, Seattle. The talk about tips on spending and saving, debt 
reduction and investing wisely.  (1 hour)  10/3/17 at 6:00 p.m. 



Getting Your Dough To Rise – Chuck Noel talks with Everett CPA Scott Estham about 
tax savings ideas, Beth Castleberry, President-elect of the Association of Fundrasing 
Professionals, NW about smart charitable giving.  (40 mins). 11/29/17 at 6 p.m. 

Sound Living -  Ed Bremer presents edited highlights from the Sno-Isle Libraries’ 
TED-X 2017 “public think.”  The theme was “Sharing Our Future” and the focus was on 
building better communities to make everyone’s lives better.  Speakers were Cathy 
Coffey, executive director of Leadership Snohomish County, Ron Carucci, researcher 
and futurists, story teller Bill Bernat and Mukilteo High School student Elijah Helvig.
(1 hour)  12/15/17 at 4 p.m. 

Radio Labor Journal – Jim Smith talks with Brennan Suen of Media Matters about the 
Trump Administration’s assault on family wage jobs. (30 minutes)  12/18/17 at 6:30 p.m. 

Getting Your Dough To Rise – Chuck Noel talks with Ray Eads, President of Wealth 
Management NW and Tony Baruffi, Vice President of Garde Capital.  They talk about 
what people might expect in the new year under a Trump Presidency and how the 
changes might impact wages, taxes, health and income. (1 hour)  12/26/17 at 6 p.m. 

NEEDS OF THE ELDERLY

Focus on Aging – Joan Bethel talks with Steve McGraw, CEO of Homage of Snohomish 
County.  They talk about the services available to seniors and why the name was changed 
for Senior Services of Snohomish County. (30 min.)  10/23/17 at 6:00 p.m. 

Focus on Aging – Joan Bethel talks with Del Deerling, Director of the Marysville 
Community Foodbank about the food bank and its special services for seniors.
AIRED:  10/27/17 at 6 p.m.  (30 minutes)

Sound Living -  Ed Bremer presents edited highlights from the Sno-Isle Libraries’ 
TED-X 2017 “public think.”  The theme was “Sharing Our Future” and the focus was on 
building better communities to make everyone’s lives better.  Speakers were Cathy 
Coffey, executive director of Leadership Snohomish County, Ron Carucci, researcher 
and futurists, story teller Bill Bernat and Mukilteo High School student Elijah Helvig.
(1 hour)  12/15/17 at 4 p.m. 



EDUCATION

Ed Bremer talks with Herald newspaper political reporter Jerry Cornfield each week.  A 
regular topic was the challenges the Legislature was facing in meeting State Supreme 
Court mandates to properly fund education under the McCleary Decision.
Monday at 4 p.m.  (12 minutes)

Ed Bremer talks with Becky Lamboley, Title IX coordinator at Everett Community 
College.  They discuss the role Title IX plays on college campuses as it relates to sexual 
assault and on-campus rape, and the documentary film, “The Hunting Ground.”             
(12 minutes)  10/11/17 at 4 p.m. 

Breaking the Mold – Kweli Vuur talks with Bill Reed from Everett Community College.  
He was the first from his family to go to college and help create a program to help at risk 
kids get into community college.  (30 minutes)  11/20/17 at 6:00 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with Herald report Jerry Cornfield about the legislative discussions 
around funding education according the the state Supreme Court’s McCleary decision.  
The Court said an additional 1 Billion dollars must be added to the budget and the talk is  
how they will be able to do that.  (10 minutes)  10/24/17) at 4 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with Herald reporter Jerry Cornfield.  The McCleary Supreme Court 
decision was back in court for a progress report.  The judges said progress was being 
made, but not enough.  (10 minutes)  11/20/17 at 4:00 p.m. 

Sound Living -  Ed Bremer presents edited highlights from the Sno-Isle Libraries’ 
TED-X 2017 “public think.”  The theme was “Sharing Our Future” and the focus was on 
building better communities to make everyone’s lives better.  Speakers were Cathy 
Coffey, executive director of Leadership Snohomish County, Ron Carucci, researcher 
and futurists, story teller Bill Bernat and Mukilteo High School student Elijah Helvig.
(1 hour)  12/15/17 at 4 p.m. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Sound Living – Ed Bremer talks with Ed Petersen, founding Executive Director of 
HopeWorks Social Enterprises.  He is also a leader of the Everett Station District 
Alliance which has developed a plan for the redevelopment of downtown Everett.  The 
discussion focused on affordable housing, mass transit, bicycle paths, and how the city 
can best accommodate the expected 60-thousand new residents coming in the next 20 
years. (1 hour)  12/01/17 at 4 p.m. 



CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Community Life – Mary Ellen Wood talks with De-Anthony Jones, President of 
Environmental Students Organization and Chloe Maxmin, founder of Earth Guardians.  
They talk about getting more youth involved in the anti-global warming movement.
AIRED:  10/23/17at 6:30 p.m.  (30 minutes)

Getting Your Dough To Rise – Chuck Noel talks with Neale Godfrey, Chair of the 
Children’s Financial Network. She talks about what she’s learned during 25 years of 
working to motivate kids to save and invest.  AIRED:  10/25/17 at 6:00 p.m. (1 hour)

DIVERSITY IN SNOHOMISH COUNTY

Color Commentary – A weekly report, produced by the Community of Color Coalition 
(C-3), on the   issues of race, racism, inclusion and ethnicity in Snohomish and Island 
Counties.  AIRED:  Wednesday     at 4:40 p.m.  (5 minutes)

David Ortiz talks about preparing for natural disasters and emergencies in Snohomish 
County and what special provisions are made for non-English speaking residents.  (1 of 
3).  He talks with Chuck Morris of the Snohomish County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross.  (10/4/17)

David Ortiz talks about preparing for natural disasters and emergencies in Snohomish 
County and what special provisions are made for non-English speaking residents.  (2of 
3). He talks with Michelle Bowles of the Snohomish County Office of Emergency 
Management. (10/11/17)

David Ortiz talks about preparing for natural disasters and emergencies in Snohomish 
County and what special provisions are made for non-English speaking residents.  (3 of 
3).  He talks with Brent Stainer, director of the Everett Fire Departments Officer of 
Emergency Management. (10/18/17)

Bo Tunnistam talks with Kate Boyd and Christian Storm, staff members of the Northwest 
Coalition for Human Dignity.  They talk about a new project called, “If You Don’t, They 
Will.”  The project is about organizing against White Nationalists in the Pacific 
Northwest.  (10/25/17)

Bo Tunnistam reads an essay on the difficulties minorities and low income residents have 
in finding affordable housing and how the standards make it more difficult for them. 
(11/1/17)

Barbi Danelle-DeCarlo talks with Robert Komishane a Port Townsend poet and writer 
who uses hip hop to cross racial and age barriers. (11/8/17)



Barbi Danelle-DeCarlo reviews the reasons for the Color Commentary program, why it 
was started and why listeners should support the station that airs the program. 
(Membership show) (11/15/17)

Bo Tunnistam reads an essay on National Native American Heritage Month and details 
the statistics on indigenous peoples in Snohomish County and their contributions. 
(11/22/17)
Daniel Ortiz presents a series of programs about the UN’s Declaration of Human Rights 
“right to adequate food.”  He talks about food insecurity in Snohomish County with 
Elizabeth Grant of the Snohomish County Food Bank. (1 of 3)  (11/29/17) 

Daniel Ortiz presents a series of programs about the UN’s Declaration of Human Rights 
“right to adequate food.”   He talks about food insecurity in Snohomish County with 
Elizabeth Grant of the Snohomish County Food Bank. (2 of 3)  (12/06//17) 

David Ortiz presents edited highlights from the Snohomish County Celebration of 
International Human Rights Day and the Human Rights Award Ceremonies. (12/13/17)

Kwalie Vaaul talks with Kashoom Beatie, Program Manager from Peoria Home, a safe 
place for survivors of sex trafficking (often women of color) to live and recover. 
(12/20/17)

Daniel Ortiz presents a series of programs about the UN’s Declaration of Human Rights 
“right to adequate food.”   He talks about with Tori Sorrenson, coordinator of the WSU 
SNAP program, which assists low income residents to get basic, healthful food. (3 o3 3) 
(12/27/17)

Color Commentary Special – A presentation by Deborah Parker, best known for her 
work securing the passage of the Violence Against Women Act, which increased 
protection for indigenous women.  She is former Vice Chair of the Tulalip Tribes Board 
of Directors and a legislative policy analyst, dedicated to combatting violence against 
women, particularly indigenous women.  She spoke at the North Puget Sound Conference 
on Race in April 2017.  (1 hour)  10/16/17)

Breaking the Mold – Kweli Vuur talks with Bill Reed from Everett Community College.  
He was the first from his family to go to college and help create a program to help at risk 
kids get into community college.  (30 minutes)  11/20/17 at 6:00 p.m. 



SOUND LIVING
(A live, weekly conversation about Snohomish County people and issues)

Ed Bremer talks with Judy Touhy, candidate for Mayor of Everett.  The wide ranging 
conversation covered how the city should deal with the opioid crisis, homelessness, crime 
and the expected fast and great growth of new people coming into the town.
(1 hour)  10/05/17 at 4 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with out-going Mayor of Everett, Ray Stephanson.  The conversation is 
a review of his 14 years as mayor as well as a discussion about the city’s lawsuit against 
the opioid manufacturer as well as other city issues. (1 hour) 10/13/18 at 4 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with Cassie Franklin, candidate for Mayor of Everett.  The wide ranging 
conversation covered how the city should deal with the opioid crisis, homelessness, crime 
and the expected fast and great growth of new people coming into the town.
(1 hour)  10/27/17 at 4 p.m. 

Ed Bremer talks with Melissa Rice, assistant professor of Geology at Western 
Washington University. She is also a member of the team of scientists guiding the rover, 
Curiosity, across the surface of Mars.  She is also working with a team of international 
scientists to determine where the next Mars lander should be placed.
(1 hour)  11/10/17 at 4 p.m.

Ed Bremer talks with T. Andrew Wahl, head of the journalism department at Everett 
Community College.  They talk about “fake news” and how to recognize and avoid it. 
(1 hour)  11/24/17 at 4 p.m.  


