
Issues and Programs 1st Quarter 2022 

January 1st, 2022 – March 31st, 2022 

Stations: KKPL-FM, KMAX-FM, KTRR-FM, KUAD-FM 

 

Section I – Issues 

Townsquare Media Northern Colorado provides its listeners with programming that addresses 

issues of concern within the Northern Colorado community. The following issues were identified 

by this station as significant issues facing our community in the first quarter of 2022.  

A: Public Health and Safety: According to Colorado Public Radio, Colorado’s blood centers are 

unable to meet their required goal of 450 units of donated blood per day due to a lack of 

donors.  Meanwhile, Safe Kids Worldwide notes that youth-related calls to poison control 

centers increased by 70% during the pandemic, while the City of Fort Collins observed 

that Colorado homes are more susceptible to radon poisoning.  

B: Children's Health, Welfare, and Enrichment: According to the Children's Bureau, children 

develop problem-solving skills, an understanding of positive values, and strong support 

systems when they are involved with their local communities. The United Way of Weld 

County reports that 39% of Weld County children are not reading at an appropriate level 

by the age of 8.  

C: Aging and Elder Care: The Alzheimer’s Association reports that 76,000 Coloradans have 

Alzheimer’s disease. 

D: Homelessness and Poverty: According to the U.S. Census Bureau, nearly 9% of Weld 

County residents are living below the poverty line, while nearly 10% of Larimer County 

residents are living below the poverty line.  

E. Veterans: According to LiveStories, veterans make up nearly 7.7% of Larimer County's 

population, while veterans make up nearly 7.6% of Weld County's population.  

F. Animal Adoption: There are nearly 100 dogs and cats in need of adoption between the 

Humane Society of Weld County and the Larimer County Humane Society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section II – Responsive Programming 

Public Health and Safety 

Program:  Interview with Selina Lujan de Alvers, Senior Indoor Air Quality Specialist for the 

City of Fort Collins 

Date: 1/23/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about what radon is, why it is dangerous, and how it can seep 

into homes. Examined why Coloradans are more susceptible to radon poisoning 

in their homes, and discussed ways that Fort Collins residents can prevent radon 

poisoning. Provided ways for listeners to access free radon testing kits while 

alerting them to other health issues Fort Collins residents may face.  

 

Program:  Interview with Anna Johnson, Blood Center Manager at the UCHealth Garth 

Englund Blood Centers 

Date: 1/23/22 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the lack of bloody supply in Northern Colorado and analyzed why it is 

occurring in our area. Informed listeners about the processes and eligibility 

requirements of blood donation, and explained how blood donations help save 

the lives of fellow Northern Coloradans. Provided a list of locations where 

listeners can donate blood.  

 

Program:  Interview with Emily Samuel, Program Director of Safe Kids Worldwide 

Date: 2/6/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Examined the effect that the COVID-19 pandemic has had on children's health, 

particularly in regards to poisoning incidents involving cleaning products. 

Analyzed why these incidents have increased during the pandemic and 

discussed ways that listeners can prevent them. Provided listeners with poison 

control resources.  

 



 

 

Children's Health, Welfare, and Enrichment 

Program:  Interview with Lyle Smith-Graybeal, Vice President of Community Development 

for the United Way of Weld County 

Date: 3/13/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explored the challenges that children in Weld County face in school, with a focus 

on reading difficulties. Examined why children in Weld County are struggling with 

reading and discussed the impact this can have on a child's mental health. 

Informed listeners about how the United Way is combatting this issue and about 

the Northern Colorado Children's Festival, which provides community resources 

to local children.  

Program:  Interview with Christine Forster, Event Coordinator of Partners’ NoCo Grocery 

Grab 

Date: 3/13/22 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the NoCo Grocery Grab event, which benefits Partners, 

a local non-profit which works to empower Northern Colorado youth through 

mentoring programs. Discussed how these programs support local at-risk youth 

and explained how funds from the event will assist Partners in their mission to 

help children in need in Northern Colorado.  

Program:  Interview with Jen Ryan, Executive Director of CASA of Larimer County 

Date: 2/13/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explained that CASA stands for Court-Appointed Special Advocates and 

explored what that means for at-risk youth in Northern Colorado. Discussed how 

CASA volunteers can improve the mental health of youth involved in court 

situations. Provided ways for listeners to get involved with the non-profit and 

informed listeners about the upcoming Light of Hope Event, which raises 

awareness for Northern Colorado children in need.  

 

 



 

 

Program:  Interview with Daniel Kenline and Matthew Daniels, members of the Fossil Ridge 

High School Ridgebotics team  

Date: 3/13/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about what the Ridgebotics program is and how it benefits 

youth at local Fort Collins high schools. Explained how the program provides 

local youth with real-world experience and teamwork and management skills, 

while discussing why it is important for children to develop these skills. Provided 

ways for listeners to support the team by highlighting their upcoming competition.  

Aging and Elder Care 

Program:  Interview with Hilary Simmons, Program Director of A Little Help  

Date: 2/13/22 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the issues that elderly residents in Northern Colorado face, with a 

particular focus on isolation and difficulty with completing day-to-day tasks. 

Informed listeners about the non-profit provides assistance and social 

engagement to the local elderly population, and provided ways for listeners to 

assist elderly residents in their own communities.  

Program:  Interview with Jim Herlihy, Senior Marketing and Communications Director for the 

Alzheimer's Association's Colorado Chapter 

Date: 2/27/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about what Alzheimer's disease is and how it differs from 

dementia and other cognitive ailments. Discussed the effect that Alzheimer's 

disease has on Northern Colorado's elderly population, and explained why the 

winter season is dangerous for Alzheimer's patients. Provided resources for 

listeners coping with the disease and gave tips for caregivers.  

 

 

 



 

Homelessness and Poverty 

Program:  Interview with Shawn Keefer, Experiential Education Director for The Matthews 

House 

Date: 1/16/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Analyzed the prevalence of poverty in Northern Colorado and explored how the 

issue affects local children and families. Discussed the lack of resources for 

homeless residents who are over the age of 18 but are not yet established 

adults, and explained how the non-profit works to provide these resources. 

Informed listeners about the positive impact that outreach can have on at-risk 

youth while providing ways that listeners can help.  

 

Program:  Interview with Brad Rhonda, Director of Outreach Fort Collins 

Date: 2/6/22 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explored the challenges that Northern Colorado residents experiencing 

homelessness face, and explained how these challenges can often lead to 

community conflicts. Discussed the importance and de-escalation in regards to 

these conflicts and looked into how the non-profit assists with these de-

escalations. Provided ways for listeners to assist Northern Coloradans struggling 

with homelessness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Veterans 

 

Program:  Interview with Ana Yelen, Co-Founder of Healing Warriors 

Date: 1/30/22 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Discussed the challenges that the veteran community in Northern Colorado 

faces, with a particular focus on insomnia, chronic pain, and PTSD. Explored 

how non-narcotic therapy can assist with these challenges, and explained how 

the non-profit helps to provide this therapy to local veterans. Informed listeners 

about how they can reach out for help and/or aid community veterans in need.  

 

Animal Adoption 

Program:  Interview with Justin Clapp, Marketing and Community Outreach Program 

Manager for the Larimer Humane Society 

Date: 1/9/22 

Airtime: 6 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Informed listeners about the variety of animals in need of adoption in Larimer 

County, while discussing the qualifications required to care for these animals. 

Explained the importance of animal adoption and looked into why Northern 

Colorado shelters are frequently full. Provided listeners with information about 

how to properly care for a pet and about how to volunteer at the humane society.  

Program:  Interview with Anneliese Clark, Executive Director of Bounce Animal Rescue 

Date: 1/16/22 

Airtime: 6:15 a.m. Length: 15 minutes 

Description:  Explained the importance of animal rescue in Northern Colorado and informed 

listeners about how Bounce Animal Rescue operates. Discussed the challenges 

that come with adopting a pet and explored how the rescue can assist Northern 

Coloradans with these challenges. Informed listeners about the option to foster 

animals in need and provided listeners with ways to volunteer at the rescue.  


