
ISSUES PROGRAMS LIST
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Oct. 1 – Dec. 31, 2020

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. COVID-19
B. Public health
C. Education 
D. Mental Health
E. Minnesota politics
F. Consumerism 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. Programming 
dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. COVID-19

1. Radio Health Journal, Oct. 11, 2020, 6:30-6:45a – Will we be ready for a COVID vaccine: A COVID-19 
vaccine is on the horizon, but while billions have been spent on its development, little has been spent on 
distribution and there are still many unanswered questions. Experts discuss how vaccine distribution 
might be carried out, how long it’s likely to take, and the steps needed to make it work.

2. Minnesota Matters, Dec. 6, 2020, 6:00-6:10a – COVID developments in the state of Minnesota; DEED 
Commissioner Steve Grove on resources available to Minnesotans out of work due to COVID; State parks 
offer ways out of the house during COVID. 

3. Minnesota Matters, Dec. 20, 2020, 6:00-6:10a – An update on Governor Walz’s new executive orders 
that eliminate in-person dining at Minnesota restaurants, and a discussion about COVID-19 vaccine 
myths.

4. Radio Health Journal, Dec. 27, 2020, 6:45-6:55a -- Millions of Americans are in financial straits due to 
COVID layoffs and furloughs. A doctor describes how he gets patients to talk about why they’re in 
trouble and what they do about it to create an eye-opening portrait.

B. Public health

1. Radio Health Journal, Oct. 4, 2020, 6:30-6:45a – Food insecurity in 2020: An estimated 35 million 
people were food insecure last year, and the dislocations due to COVID-19 have made it much worse 
now. Experts discuss the health consequences of hunger, the strategies families are using to cope with 
economic dislocation, and one local effort typical of new volunteer programs to feed hungry children in 
need.



2. Radio Health Journal, Oct. 4, 2020, 6:45-6:55a – Virtual clinical trials: Researchers see the new 
acceptance of telemedicine as an opportunity during clinical trials. Along with Zoom visits, numerous 
sensors on participants could provide constant monitoring of health conditions without traveling to see 
doctors, making control better.

3. Radio Health Journal, Nov. 1, 2020, 6:45-6:55a – Black lung disease: Black lung disease among coal 
miners is often thought of as a relic of the past, thanks to environmental laws. The disease is completely 
preventable, but a distinguished reporter and author has still found plenty of it among today’s miners. 
He discusses his findings and why it’s still going on.  

4. Radio Health Journal, Dec. 27, 2020, 6:30-6:45a – Pancreatic cancer is increasing, and soon to be the 
second leading cancer killer, since it is rarely detected in early stages. Two physicians discuss pancreatic 
cancer and its symptoms, as well as their research into methods to find the disease in earlier stages.

C. Education 

1. Minnesota Matters, Oct. 4, 2020, 6:00-6:25a – Carleton College political expert Steven Schier on 
presidential campaigns + a discussion about helping kids wear masks and stay safe during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

2. Minnesota Matters, Oct. 18, 2020, 6:00-6:10a – Ed MN’s Denise Specht reacts to a new teacher survey 
that shows many teachers are “stressed, overwhelmed” in the classroom amid COVID.

3. Radio Health Journal, Oct. 18, 2020, 6:30-6:45a – Can “perfect pitch” be taught? The ability to "know" 
the musical pitch of any sound has traditionally been thought to be learnable only at a very early age 
through musical training. But new research shows perfect pitch is teachable to adults as well. Experts 
discuss the implications on all forms of learning.

D. Mental Health 

1. Radio Health Journal, Oct. 25, 2020, 6:45-6:55a – The many kinds of grief: Grief can come from the 
loss of anything important to us—a loved one, a job, a home, a status in the community. Today many 
people are suffering from unresolved grief, since there are no rituals to ease these forms of grief and 
prohibitions against large gatherings such as funerals. An expert discusses the many forms of grief and 
how we can get through them.

2. Radio Health Journal, Nov. 1, 2020, 6:30-6:45a – Memory care farm animals: Some nursing homes 
with a large number of patients with dementia have found that farm animals on-site and even in rooms 
can be helpful in raising spirits and reducing the need for medications. A therapist and program director 
at one such nursing home discusses how llamas, chickens, goats and mini horses have found a home, to 
the benefit of residents.

3. Radio Health Journal, Nov. 15, 2020, 6:30-6:45a – The effects of 2020 stress: 2020 has produced an 
ongoing barrage of stressful events, and psychologists say the months of strain have started to show in 
both physical and mental breakdowns among increasing numbers of people. Three mental health 
professionals discuss the signs that a person is in trouble, and what they can do to get through these 
difficult times intact.



4. Radio Health Journal, Dec. 20, 2020, 6:45-6:55a – Navigating a COVID Christmas: This holiday season 
will be unlike any we’ve ever had before, with “loss” as a major theme—loss of little things such as 
routines as well as big ones. Two experts weigh in on how families can navigate this season while 
keeping it festive.

E. Minnesota politics

1. Minnesota Matters, Oct.25, 2020, 6:00-6:10a – Discussions about political wrangling between U.S. 
Senate candidates Tina Smith and Jason Lewis ahead of the election, and everything else Minnesota 
voters need to know ahead of Nov 3rd.

2. Minnesota Matters, Nov. 1, 2020, 6:00-6:10a -- Countdown to election day in Minnesota, including 
the most important storylines and information leading up to Nov. 3rd 

3. Minnesota Matters, Nov. 8, 2020, 6:00-6:10a – Recapping Minnesota election results, including Tina 
Smith defeating Jason Lewis in the vote for U.S. Senator. Also, Joe Biden defeated Donald Trump by a 7% 
margin in the state of Minnesota. 

F. Consumerism 

1. Radio Health Journal, Nov. 8, 2020, 6:45-6:55a -- How Deep are the Differences of Left Handers? 
Handedness is a central part of a person’s identity. Left-handers are often seen as somehow different 
than the rest of us, and over history they’ve been stereotyped as more quirky, intelligent, and sinister 
than righties. Science shows that some labels are likely to be true. Experts discuss where handedness 
comes from, and what differences truly result.  

2. Minnesota Matters, Nov. 13, 2020, 6:10-6:20a – Previewing and discussing the GLOW Holiday Festival 
in Minnesota -- a one mile drive-thru featuring over a million holiday lights, icicle & art installations, plus 
an optional drive-thru food court. 

3. Radio Health Journal, Dec. 13, 2020, 6:45-6:55a -- What’s Up with Hiccups? Hiccups are annoying and 
uncomfortable, and doctors don’t know why we (and most other species) get them. An expert explains 
what we know about what hiccups are and why most home remedies actually work. 


