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Summary 
What an absolutely gorgeous program!  If the visual is the most efficient medium for learning 
(and it is) then this series sends valuable education and information on a ride straight through the 
optic nerve to the brain. From famous cliffs in emerald Ireland to the Blue Grotto in Capri, we are 
taken on a tour in high definition of a planet’s worth of striking natural wonders, some famous 
and some rarely seen.  Skaftafel, Iceland, Victoria Falls, the Bay of Fundy, the “Wave” in 
Arizona,  Machu Picchu, Waitomo, New Zealand, Mt. Bromo in Java, and more, are unveiled in a 
fast paced, arresting half hour of programming.  Moreover, The Coolest Places on Earth is not 
content with merely showing these places. It explains how they came to be, when to see them 
best, and, thankfully, the natural laws behind their unique existence.  The optics of Italy’s Blue 
Grotto are explained as is the origin of the Ngorongo Crater, and the Mayan mysteries of Machu 
Picchu. But although a great amount of information is passed along, it is never pedantic.  The 
information shared, important to the development of the 13-16-year-old target group, comes in a 
light narrative—the conversation tone of an awed friend.  We learn why the ice caves in Skaftafel 
are blue, not transparent, and how the Waitomo caves in New Zealand got their name.  The 
information is important.  Without it, the visual poems of rainbows over Grand Canyon, smoking 
volcanic calderas, glowing worms, and time-lapsed cloud shadows would boggle the mind.  The 
“coolest” places are sorted out by the unique facts of their being: the speed of the tides in the Bay 
of Fundy, the endangered cave bats in Kentucky, the Maori word origins of the Waitomo.  The 
information, like the images, comes fast with impact, and is gone.  It forces the viewer to pay 
attention—and there are gems if they do.  For example, the narrative doesn’t dwell on the 
information it shares that bats are the second largest order of mammals in the world.  For many in 
the target audience (and beyond) just the fact that bats are mammals would be enough.  The note 
that some bats are endangered enough to reroute cave visitors is a revelation to anyone who 
thinks of bats as the eternal vampires of the animal kingdom. 
There is some scary stuff to mix with the beauty: the tourist on his stomach peering over the edge 
of Victoria Falls; the long bungee jumps from the African bridge; the terror of being in the ice 
caves as they melt.  For the 13-16 year-old, a little fright makes for a satisfying episode. For 
adults, it means a reach for the remote to DVR the images.  They are worth a freeze frame.  
 
Episode: Caves, Craters, and Glowworms 
 
In the background, this episode is a buffet of science, history, and contemporary culture.  For the 
target audience of 13-16 year-olds, the foreground offers the eye candy of natural wonders.  The 
landscapes and caves offer the best part of a family vacation—the sites-- without the unfamiliar 
beds, uncertain food, lines, and, best of all for this age group, without the rest of the family.  The 
program’s pace and visuals present exactly the kind of informational hook that makes a viewer 



wonder and ask questions—just before the program answers them.  It is a program that is both 
entertaining and edifying. It is hard to imagine that the viewer that would not watch this more 
than once. 
It is nice bonus for adolescents that the series also shows both females and males in roles 
demanding expertise, courage, physical prowess, and intelligence. 
 
Education Summary: 
Target audience for tone, program content, and learning concepts:    

• Middle and high school (ages 13-16) 
General Category of Learning:  

• Life Sciences 
• Biological sciences 
• Earth Sciences, including Geology 

 
Content Standards Applicable in The Coolest Places on Earth series:  
 
This series cuts across more than one discipline. But it follows the notion in contemporary 
educational standards (since the Common Core) that learning should be tied to real world 
applications, so that students are prepared for careers and college.  By building and delivering 
information tied to real places, The Coolest Place of Earth follows that spirit.  It doesn’t discuss 
natural processes (erosion, optics, tectonics); it shows their effect and then answers the questions 
that would arise from seeing such singular sights. 
 
There are no science standards in the Common Core State Standards, but the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS) adopted in California references the Common Core in a way that 
could be describing the design of The Coolest Places on Earth (below).  State standards vary 
from state to state, but it none would differ from the ideas in NGSS. 
 
RST.6-8.7  Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text 

with a version of that information expressed visually... (MS-LS4-1),(MS-LS4-3) 
RST.6-8.9 Compare and contrast the information gained from experiments, simulations, 

video, or multimedia sources with that gained from reading a text on the same 
topic. (MS-LS4-3),(MS-LS4-4) 

WHST.6-8.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. (MS-LS4-2),(MS-LS4-4) 

WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources;. (MS-LS4-
5) 

WHST.6-8.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. (MS-LS4-2),(MS-LS4-4) 

SL.8.4   Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen 
details;. (MS-LS4-2),(MS-LS4-4) 

 
The production of The Coolest Places on Earth adheres to these principles to an admirable 
degree. 
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