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1. Crime/Violence/Discrimination/Drugs/Drinking and Driving/Traffic

A. Media Meeting- Hobbs Police Department Deputy Chief Brian Dunlap discussed 
current crime statistics, domestic violence calls and how the department handles 
claims against the police, including discrimination. He talked about ongoing and 
lengthy undercover drug operations, recent busts of businesses selling spice, 
education outreach to residents and businesses about illegal substances, and the 
department’s work with the Lea County Drug Task Force to minimize drugs and 
driving under the influence of alcohol and other intoxicants. He discussed the recent 
rise in traffic accidents with injuries and fatalities and the department’s crackdown on 
speeding and other traffic violations. (Sunday 3/9/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- Community Drug Coalition Coordinator Rick McComas discussed 
the CDC’s mission of education, prevention and treatment in order to reduce the 
area’s problem with use of illegal drugs and abuse of legal prescription drugs. He 
talked about upcoming town hall meetings for community education and “Take Back 
Days” for the public to turn in outdated and/or unused prescription drugs to help keep 
them out of the hands of minors and others. (Sunday 3/2/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 
7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

C. Media Meeting- Hobbs City Manager J.J. Murphy discussed how important the police 
department is to the city’s growing population, especially recent hiring that make the 
department almost completely staffed, which allows for more officers at the schools, 
on the street for traffic enforcement and in neighborhoods for crime prevention and 
detection. (Sunday 3/16/14:KPEER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, 
KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

2. Affordable Housing

A. Media Meeting- Hobbs City Manager J.J. Murphy talked about new housing 
developments that have opened and more that are under construction and in the 
planning stages in order to help ease the housing shortage and drive down home and 
rent costs. He discussed the city’s ongoing efforts through tax incentives to attract 
more affordable housing projects, both residential and rental, to the area and to 
increase the amount of construction companies available to build residential and 
commercial properties. (Sunday 3/16/14 and 12/29/13: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce talked about federal and state programs 
available to help people find affordable homes to buy and temporary housing to rent 



1st Quarter
Ascertainment Report 2014
KPER/KIXN/KYKK/KZOR
       Jan-Feb-Mar  Page 2

or lease. (Sunday 2/16/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, 
KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)  

3. Economic Growth/Diversification/Infrastructure/Population Growth

A. Media Meeting- Hobbs City Manager J.J. Murphy talked about the city’s record-
setting gross receipts taxes for several months in a row and the how the city plans to 
spend the extra money as a result of the booming economy. He discussed the overall 
economy and its effect on infrastructure, new facilities and programs to enhance the 
quality of life for residents, visitors and non-residents who work in the city. He 
discussed the city’s role in attracting and keeping new businesses and industry to the 
area to continue to diversify and strengthen the economy. (Sunday 3/16/14: KPER 6-
6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- New Mexico Senators Gay Kearnan and Carroll Leavell talked 
about the 2014 state legislative session, the bills they sponsored, the bills that passed 
and how they affect Lea County, especially regarding road rehabilitation, 
infrastructure and measures to improve the business climate for continued economic 
growth and provisions for a growing population. (Sunday 3/30/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, 
KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

C. Media Meeting- U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce talked about measures within the recently 
approved national budget for funding toward infrastructure, economic stimulation 
and job growth for New Mexico. (Sunday 2/16/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7;30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

4. Healthcare

A. Media Meeting- Jimmy Masters, Community Services Coordinator, and Becky Silva, 
Health Educator for the New Mexico Department of Health, discussed an upcoming 
free health fair and community education on HIV/AIDS day. They talked about 
opportunities for local residents to learn about prevention and health care 
maintenance, utilize free screenings and learn about changes in health care under the 
national Affordable Healthcare Act. (Sunday 1/26/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM, 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce discussed the ongoing legislative efforts to 
help states enact provisions of the Affordable Health Care Act. (Sunday 2/16/14:
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KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 
minutes)

C. Roundtable- Chiquita Collingham of the New Mexico Health Insurance Exchange 
discussed changes in healthcare for residents because of the Affordable Healthcare 
Act, the deadline and procedure for enrollment and how provisions of the act are 
expected to change healthcare for residents. (Friday 3/14/14: KYKK 8:05AM, 28 
minutes)

5. Education

A. Media Meeting- New Mexico State Senators Gay Kearnan and Carroll Leavell 
discussed bills passed during the 2014 Legislative session and signed by Governer 
Martinez that affect education, teacher salaries and benefits, and funding for 
education facilities in Lea County. (Sunday 3/30/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- U.S. Rep. Steve Pearce talked about the recently passed national 
budget and its provisions for primary, secondary and higher education. (Sunday 
2/16/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM,  KZOR 8-8:30AM, 
30 minutes)

C. Media Meeting- Sheila Humphries of Sheri’s House of Hope discussed the ongoing 
series of weekly workshops designed to educate attendees on what constitutes 
domestic abuse and how to break the cycle of domestic abuse and violence. She 
talked about how domestic abuse and violence affect children at home and at school, 
and about outreach efforts to counsel children who are also victims of domestic 
violence. (Sunday 3/23/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, 
KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

6. Government and Tax Spending

A. Media Meeting- New Mexico State Senators Gary Kearnan and Carroll Leavell 
discussed the state’s $6.2 billion budget for the year and decisions made to spend 
taxpayer dollars and oil and gas revenues. (Sunday 3/30/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, 
KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

B. Media Meeting- Hobbs City Manager J.J. Murphy talked about Hobbs’ record gross 
receipts taxes for the past several months and the need for wise spending of those 
dollars, as well as the keeping of some it in reserve for the future when gross 



receipts taxes may not be as strong. (Sunday 3/16/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KPER 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)
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7. Jobs/Employee Availability

A. Media Meeting- New Mexico Junior College Training and Outreach Coordinator 
Steve Sauceda discussed the resume building class for jobseekers, ongoing CDL 
classes, oilfield training and other job-specific training programs available at NMJC 
for the area’s growing population and business community. He discussed the 
program’s successful participation in recent job fairs and coordination with area 
employers to create training classes. (Sunday 2/2/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-
7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minute                       

B. Media Meeting- U.S. Representative Steve Pearce talked about the role Congress 
plays in stimulating job growth, suppressing unemployment and creating new 
businesses in order to help provide jobs. (Sunday 2/16/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 
7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

8. Gas Prices

A. Media Meeting- State Senators Gay Kearnan and Carroll Leavell discussed what the 
state legislature can do in terms of creating incentives for competition among 
businesses, including gasoline sellers in communities in order to help drive down 
prices. (Sunday 3/30/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, KYKK 7-7:30AM, 
KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

B. Roundtable- Hobbs Chamber of Commerce Director Grant Taylor talked about the 
petitions turned in to gasoline retailers asking for more local competition among 
gasoline sellers in order to help drive down gasoline prices. He talked about the 
chamber’s efforts to initiate an investigation by the State of New Mexico Attorney 
General’s office into high gasoline prices in Hobbs. (Thursday 2/20/14: KYKK 
8:05AM; 28 minutes)

9. Youth Program/Recreation/Family

A. Media Meeting- Hobbs City Manager J.J. Murphy talked about the city’s new golf 
course, Rockwind Community Links, that’s under construction and how the course 
and the community center on site are designed to enhance local recreation 



opportunities, youth and family activities. He talked about a new multi-use 
recreation facility, a new equestrian facility, and new splash pads coming to schools.
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He discussed enhancements to parks, new playground equipment and other additions 
to local quality of life. (Sunday 3/16/14: KPER 6-6:30AM, KIXN 7-7:30AM, 
KYKK 7-7:30AM, KZOR 8-8:30AM; 30 minutes)

B. Roundtable- Jerri and Samantha Dolloff of the Lea County Horseman’s Association 
talked about youth and family recreation opportunities through their organization, as 
well as upcoming events in the area.(Thursday 3/6/14: KYKK 8:05AM; 27 minutes)

C. Roundtable- Mary Lyle, assistant at the Western Heritage Museum complex in 
Hobbs discussed the museum’s free classic film series on Sundays and its free 
Family Fun Days on the last Saturday of each month, as well as ongoing exhibits 
and programs designed to entertain and educate all ages. (Friday 1/31/14: KYKK 
8:05AM; 27 minutes)


