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As part of the company’s on-going service to the community, Stonecom 
addressed three issues of significance to the Upper Cumberland during this 
quarter: 

 

Issue 1:  The Tornado: 6 Months Later  
After the March tornado, the community turns to long-term storylines and 
impacts. We examine the issues that will continue to be a factor going 
forward. 

 

Issue 2:  Domestic Violence in the Upper Cumberland 
Domestic violence calls have been a bigger story this year because of 
COVID-19. We examine the resources available to assist local residents. 
How are local organizations changing to deal with the issues? 

 

  

 

The stations sought out guests across our region to discuss these issues on our 
weekly public affairs program. “Today In The Upper Cumberland” airs each 
weekend: 

Saturday at 6am on Rock 93-7 (WBXE), at 8am on Lite Rock 95.9 (WLQK), 
at 8am on 106-9 Kicks Country (WKXD). 
 
Sunday at 7am on Rock 93-7 (WBXE), at 7am on News Talk 94.1/AM 1600 
(WUCT), at 12pm on News Talk 94.1/AM 1600 (WUCT), at 6pm on Lite Rock 
95.9 (WLQK), at 7pm on 106-9 Kicks Country (WKXD).  

 

In addition to these issues, Stonecom Cookeville offers more than 50 local news 
updates per day across its stations. The stations air local community calendar 
announcements multiple times per day.  

Our stations serve the Upper Cumberland region of middle Tennessee. WBXE 93-
7  WKXD 106-9  WLIV 920    WLIV 104-7   WLQK 95.9   WUCT 1600, licensed to 
Algood, Baxter, Cookeville, Livingston, Monterey, TN 



Stonecom Quarterly Issues Report  October-December, 2020 
  

Issue 1: The Tornado: 6 Months Later 

After the March tornado, the community turns to long-term storylines and 
impacts. We examine the issues that will continue to be a factor going forward. 

 

Program Date: 

October 17 - 18 

 

Program Guest: 

Cookeville Police Chief Randy Evans, Tyler Smith of Putnam County Emergency 
Management, and Brandon Smith of Putnam County 911. 

 

Overview: 

The cleanup and support have been big parts of the tornado aftermath since 
the March storms roared through Putnam County. Another part of the 
aftermath has been assessment. What lessons were learned? What things need 
to be done better? Today we examine those lessons from emergency 
management and law enforcement. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Brandon Smith says the biggest learning point for everybody as far as this 
storm is concerned is making sure everybody has a way to receive alerts, 
the first three things you’ll lose in a major event like this is electricity, 
internet, and cell service so there has to be a backup ready. 

 The Cookeville Police Department made the commitment for additional 
search and rescue training, after being thrust into it during the aftermath 
of the March tornado, says Chief Randy Evans.  

 The community wanted to volunteer to help after the storm, too many to 
have in the area at that time, says Tyler Smith. They now have a protocol 
in place to make the most of volunteers after these events.  

 All agreed the resources our community was ready to provide did help 
them the days after the storm.  
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Issue 1: The Tornado: 6 Months Later 

After the March tornado, the community turns to long-term storylines and 
impacts. We examine the issues that will continue to be a factor going forward. 

 

Program Date: 

October 24 – 25  

 

Program Guest: 

Cookeville Police Chief Randy Evans, Tyler Smith of Putnam County Emergency 
Management, and Brandon Smith of Putnam County 911. 

 

Overview: 

As we move into the fall, another phase of the tornado aftermath begins. That is 
assessment, and what comes next. What plans need to be put in place for the 
next storm or some other type of disaster? 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Many agencies helped after the devastating tornado, it was difficult 
keeping up with the amount of people who wanted to help, says Chief 
Randy Evans. The agencies, as well as local officers, all had to be 
scheduled and strategically used through the process of the aftermath. 

 Communities will call on ours for information on how to handle something 
like this, from what went right and what went wrong during the disaster 
says Tyler Smith.  

 Brandon Smith says the Putnam County Emergency Operations Center is 
putting together resources and notes for us to give to neighboring 
communities to help them in similar situations as our March tornado.  

 During the response phase, we are asking what are we missing, what do 
we need, says Brandon Smith. And he believes those conversations will 
last through the end of their careers.   
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Issue 1: The Tornado: 6 Months Later 

After the March tornado, the community turns to long-term storylines and 
impacts. We examine the issues that will continue to be a factor going forward. 

 

Program Date: 

November 16 – 17  

 

Program Guest: 

John Bell, Lisa Jones, Amy Jennings, and Stephanie Shearer of the Cookeville 
Repair and Rebuild Committee 

 

Overview: 

The restoration of Putnam County following the March tornado. The work 
continues. It’s now in a different phase – we’re looking at the long term impacts, 
and we’re still making sure that those who suffered damage during the tornado 
are ready to rebuild and have all the tools available that they need. A 
committee has been set up as part of Cookeville-Putnam County response to 
the tornado. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 There are a lot of survivors still being impacted after the March Tornado, 
says John Bell of the Repair and Rebuild Committee. Projects like cleaning 
up their property, housing repairs, and total rebuilds are the main impacts. 

 Resources like UMCOR and Inspiritus have been a great help for our 
community after the devastation, with information our survivors need in 
the long-term recovery.   

 Part of the process are the emotional wounds from the devastation, 
making counseling available to those who need it, says many of the 
Repair and Rebuild Committee.  

 Our community is blessed to have so many members and organizations of 
the community who are still wanting to help, says John Bell.  
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Issue 2: Domestic Violence in the Upper Cumberland 

Domestic violence calls have been a bigger story this year because of COVID-
19. We examine the resources available to assist local residents. How are local 
organizations changing to deal with the issues? 

 

Program Date: 

October 10 – 11  

 

Program Guest: 

Denise Dillon, program manager at Genesis House. 

 

Overview: 

One in four women, and one in ten men, experience domestic violence. It can 
take various forms – physical, emotional, sexual, or psychological. And the 
domestic violence cases across the nation have increased exponentially during 
the COVID-19 outbreak. That’s certainly been the case in the Upper 
Cumberland as well. Today, the services available through Genesis House – not 
just the shelter, not just the 24-hour hotline, but accompaniment, advocacy, 
crisis intervention, support groups. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Domestic violence is worse than ever before, says Denise Dillon. Everyone 
at home with COVID has led to higher numbers in domestic violence. 

 Genesis House is a shelter for those trying to escape a domestic violence 
situation, says Dillon. Genesis House provides all the needs a survivor may 
have from food, medicine, housing, and writing order of protections.  

 Taking the first step is the hardest, says Dillon. When someone comes in, 
they want to make you feel at home and safe. 

 You can call the Genesis House for information, tips, or to vent about the 
domestic violence you are experiencing, says Dillon. All information you 
give is anonymous and confidential.  
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Issue 2: Domestic Violence in the Upper Cumberland 

Domestic violence calls have been a bigger story this year because of COVID-
19. We examine the resources available to assist local residents. How are local 
organizations changing to deal with the issues? 

 

Program Date: 

November 23 – 24  

 

Program Guest: 

Lacie Norris and LaChelle Lee of Avalon Center 

 

Overview: 

Understanding domestic violence means going beyond just putting yourself in 
the shoes of the victim. Hearing the decisions that they face. Seeing the realities 
of what goes on in trying to make those decisions. And understanding the ways 
in which their views of reality have been changed by the perpetrator. As we 
focus on the increases in domestic violence since the start of COVID-19, we turn 
to Lacie Norris and LaChelle Lee of Avalon Center for help in understanding 
more about domestic violence. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 Societies views are cause misunderstanding with domestic violence, says 
LaChelle Lee. Wondering why those who are put in those situations, don’t 
just leave, instead of understanding what they are going through.  

 Anybody can be a victim of abuse, Lacie and LaChelle agree. Abuse is a 
deliberate choice by the abuser, not the fault of the abused. 

 Sexual violence differs from domestic assault, and that is why the 
resources the Avalon Center provides differ each case, says Lacie Norris.  

 The abuser generally holds the resources for the abused. The Avalon 
Center provides free resources so that the abused can leave and not 
have to worry about finding the resources, says LaChelle.  
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Issue 2: Domestic Violence in the Upper Cumberland 

Domestic violence calls have been a bigger story this year because of COVID-
19. We examine the resources available to assist local residents. How are local 
organizations changing to deal with the issues? 

 

Program Date: 

December 5 – 6   

 

Program Guest: 

Domestic Violence Survivors (anonymous) 

 

Overview: 

We understand the challenge of domestic violence, but many of us often 
wonder about what goes into these relationships. What leads to a relationship 
turning violent? Why is it so difficult for the victim to leave? Did the victim ever 
have a chance to get out? What leads someone to become violent? This week, 
two victims comes forward to share their stories. We are allowing both to be 
anonymous to protect their safety. Their words might be a help to others who 
are dealing with domestic violence. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 At first, the abuser made her feel sorry for him, she says. She got close with 
him, and realized his intentions. Felling stuck.  

 Survivor says when you are in that position, you feel like it is your choices 
that got you there. And when you leave you still feel sorry for them.  

 The next survivor recounts the abuse starting immediately. Saying she got 
pregnant and felt like she had to stay.  

 The survivors both recollect staying with the abuser to protect their 
children and others. Comparing saving others from abuse while getting 
abused yourself, is like putting your oxygen mask on first on an airplane. 
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Issue 2: Domestic Violence in the Upper Cumberland 

Domestic violence calls have been a bigger story this year because of COVID-
19. We examine the resources available to assist local residents. How are local 
organizations changing to deal with the issues? 

 

Program Date: 

December 14 – 15  

 

Program Guest: 

Domestic Violence Survivors (anonymous) 

 

Overview: 

The number of domestic violence cases across the nation and here at home 
rose significantly during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 
numbers have not decreased. Today we’re focused on domestic violence, and 
the things that many of us don’t understand about the issue. Two survivors of 
domestic violence wanted to come forward to share their story. First of all as an 
inspiration to those who may be fighting themselves to get out of a domestic 
situation, but also for the rest of us to better understand this problem. We have 
granted their request to remain anonymous. 

 

Key Takeaways:  

 The abused recalls getting help at her prenatal appointments from local 
agencies, trying to leave her abuser and making the plan to leave safely. 

 Abused have to make the choice to leave safely to protect not only 
themselves, but their families and children.  

 Isolation has become a tactic that the abuser uses to make the abused 
feel vulnerable and have no one else to go to, both agreed.  

 The abused feel as if the abuse is their fault based on their decisions they 
made, making them scared to open up and tell what is happening.  

 You heal by being around good people, learning not everyone hurts you.  


