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Section I. Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in 
this quarter:

A. Crime- Maine Concerns covers stories we think are important to Maine residents from 
drug trafficking to scams and security related issues. We cover human crime stories, as 
well as environmental crimes, with information from the Maine Warden Service, U.S. 
Coast Guard, and Maine Marine Patrol. In addition, we discuss resources available to 
victims of crime, like domestic assault. 

B. Health- Maine Concerns covers a wide variety of health related stories and works with 
regional hospitals, the Maine CDC, and other organizations to get the word out about 
conferences, medical developments, viruses, and seasonal concerns like Lyme disease 
or flu. Many of our stories dealing with public safety can be considered health related as 
well, citing our warnings about CO poisoning during power outages as one example. The 
pandemic continues to be a hot topic during this quarter.

C. Economy- Maine Concerns covers job fair activities, training and development 
opportunities, and available resources for educational financial aid. We have also 
reported on economic initiatives to help in times of crisis, like CARES ACT funding.

D. Environment- Our environmental coverage spans a wide variety of stories including 
promoting public hearings, campaigns to protect Maine’s wildlife, and educational 
programs. In addition, we cover stories about local efforts to clean up communities, and 
add more green space to urban areas. 

E. Education - Maine Concerns covers stories in Maine from school budgets to school 
safety initiatives. Stories about innovative college studies and research are also covered, 
and how to access financial aid. 

F. Public Safety- Maine Concerns covers stories that impact the public safety of the 
community which can run the gamut from natural disasters to police emergencies. We 
also cover local police force initiatives to connect with the community, like Coffee with a 
Cop, or drug takeback events. 



Section II. Responsive Programs

Our community issues program, Maine Concerns, airs each Sunday on WBZN and WQCB 
at 6:00 a.m., WEZQ at 6:12 a.m., WWMJ at 6:20 a.m., and on WDEA at 11:10 a.m.

4-4-2021 Health, Crime, Public Safety, Environment (Length – 24:52)

Habitat for Humanity – Cindy Campbell talks with Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Bangor’s Executive Director Rebecca Kirk about their upcoming projects and the need 
for land on which to build. She explains the process of applying to be a Habitat 
homeowner, and talks about the ‘do I qualify’ questionnaire on their website. In addition, 
she discusses their need for land, donated or purchased, in order to proceed with more 
builds over the summer. 

Domestic Violence Homicide – After a very public domestic abuse homicide, Cindy 
Campbell talks with Casey Faulkingham of Partners for Peace about resources that are 
available to victims of abuse. She details some relationship warning signs that your 
partner may have control issues. Faulkingham also addresses how to handle the 
situation, including that leaving their abuser may not always be the safest solution.  

4-11-21 Health, Crime, Public Safety (Length – 24:37)

Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month – Cindy Campbell talks with Colorectal Surgeon, 
Dr. Tyler Bernaiche about the symptoms of colon cancer, and the importance of getting 
tested before any symptoms appear. He discusses the advantages of colonoscopy, over 
other testing methods, as a way to detect pre-cancerous polyps and begin treatment 
before the disease really takes hold. 

Sexual Assault and Human Trafficking – Cindy Campbell talks with Jess Bedard and 
Jennifer Wilkey of the Maine Coalition against Sexual Assault about how common 
sexual assault and human trafficking are in the state of Maine. They discuss the people 
who are most vulnerable and how pulling them out of this type of situation can 
sometimes endanger their lives. Instead, they advise consulting with experts about the 
best way to help victims. 

4-18-21 Environment, Health, Education, Public Safety (Length – 24:58)

University of Maine Tick Lab – Cindy Campbell talks with Griffin Dill, of the University 
of Maine Tick Lab: about the types of ticks found in Maine; the pathogens they can carry; 
and how people can protect themselves. He explains that residents can send ticks they 
find for identification to the lab, where they can also be tested for disease. Black Bears 
– Cindy Campbell talks with Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Bear Biologist 
Jen Vachon about how the early Spring in Maine is affecting hibernation, and what 
people can do to prevent hungry bears from coming onto their property. She also talks 
about what to do, if you should encounter a bear, both in an open area and in something 
like a shed or garage. 



4-25-21 Environment, Health, Public Safety, Crime, Education (Length – 24:56)

E-Waste Collection at Challenger Learning Center – Cindy Campbell talks with 
Kirsten Hibbard, Executive Director at the Challenger Learning Center, about an 
upcoming e-waste event during which residents can safely recycle unwanted electronics. 
She also discusses the precautions being taken so students can return to class in the 
Fall. 

The Front Porch Project – Cindy Campbell talks with Christine McLellan of Penquis 
about the Front Porch Project, which is an educational initiative focusing on child abuse. 
The program aims to educate the public about warning signs of abuse, and offer some 
tools to help determine when it’s time to intervene and how to do that. 

211 Maine – Cindy Campbell talks with Program Manager Nikki Busmanis about 211 
Maine, a database that provides information about available resources in the caller’s 
community. She talks about the available access to information about COVID testing 
sites, summer camps that will be operational this summer, and more. 

5-2-21 Education, Public Safety, Health, Environment (Length – 24:49)

Voices of Hope: the Rugged Road to Recovery – Cindy Campbell talks with Dave 
Packhem, Executive Producer of a documentary series that aims to educate 
communities about the dangers of addiction and provide resource information about 
recovery programs. The project is a partnership between the non-profit Students 
Empowered to End Dependency and the Scarborough Police Department.

Brewer OE Flower Show – Cindy Campbell chats with Cynthia McLaughlin, an 
educator from Brewer High School, and facilitator of the Outdoor Education program, 
about an upcoming flower and plant show, just in time for Mother’s Day. The OE 
program uses things like hiking, kayaking, and camping as an alternative to traditional 
physical education classes, and the money raised by the sale will help fund their outings. 

Lyme Disease – Cindy Campbell talks with Dr. Kristopher O’Connell of Northern Light 
Health about Lyme Disease including: how it’s transmitted; how long a tick has to be 
attached before it can transmit the virus; and what treatment options are available. 
O’Connell talks about how the disease evolves, or the chain of transmission, from deer 
to mice, and then to ticks, who then transmit it to humans.

5-9-21 Economy, Environment (Length – 24:32)

The Great Maine Comeback – Cindy Campbell talks with Steve Hewins of Hospitality 
Maine about the Great Maine Comeback, an initiative that will pair job-seekers with 
potential employers in the hospitality field. People interested in working in restaurants, 
hotels, inns, and other endeavors can find lists of employers and links to online 
applications. The businesses need to fill their rosters, in order to help rebuild the 
economy in Maine. 

Spring Cleaning and Efficiency Maine – Cindy Campbell talks with Michael Stoddard 
of Efficiency Maine about the many ways the quasi-state-run website can help residents 
save money as they make home improvements, including how to save money on a new 



heating system before the weather turns cold again. In addition, Stoddard talks about the 
website’s vendor database that can help people planning home construction find 
reputable contractors. Stoddard also discusses the latest community upgrades to 
accommodate e-vehicles. 

5-16-21 Crime, Public Safety, Health (Length – 24:25)

Crimes of Opportunity – Cindy Campbell talks with Sergeant Wade Betters of the 
Bangor Police Department about how to protect ourselves from crimes of opportunity. 
Specifically, he discusses preventing car burglaries and home ‘grab and go’ burglaries, 
as well as how best to avoid bicycle theft. He explains that bicycles have now become 
like cash to a drug dealer, so it’s important to secure a bike as much as possible or take 
it inside when not in use.  

5-23-21 Public Safety, Health (Length – 24:41)

Pets in Hot Cars – Cindy Campbell talks with Bangor’s Animal Control Officer Trisha 
Bruen about keeping pets safe in summer, specifically about not leaving them in hot 
cars. Bruen discusses the effects that overheating can have on a dog’s health, including 
long-term effects by making them hyper-sensitive to heat in the future. 

Pets and Ticks – Cindy Campbell talks with Griffin Dill of the University of Maine Tick 
lab about the importance of protecting your pets from ticks. He says dogs can die of 
Lyme disease, and cats can pick up diseases from ticks that are often thought to be 
harmless. Dill discusses the importance of the Lyme vaccine and doing regular tick 
checks, whenever your pets come in from outside. 

5-30-21 Education, Health, Economy (Length – 24:28)

Maine Veterans Project – In honor of Memorial Day, Cindy Campbell talks with Shawn 
‘Doc’ Goodwin, founder of the Maine Veterans Project, a volunteer-run non-profit that 
works to prevent Veteran suicide. He describes these veterans as the soldiers who 
never completely made it home from the war. Goodwin discusses the many ways the 
organization offers support, including: helping with resumes and job placement; 
counseling services; and recreational activities. 

6-6-21 Education, Crime, Public Safety, Economy (Length – 24:52)

Finance Authority of Maine – Cindy Campbell talks with Martha Johnston of the 
Finance Authority of Maine about planning ahead for higher education costs. She 
explains the $500 Alfond grants, NextGen savings accounts, and a current special offer 
that provides a generous matching grant to anyone who opens a NextGen account. 

Dogs in Hot Cars Clarification – Cindy Campbell once again talks with Animal Control 
Officer for the city of Bangor, Trisha Bruen, about the dangers of pets in hot cars. Bruen 
asked for a chance to clarify an earlier statement about whether it’s illegal to break a 
vehicle’s window to rescue an animal believed to be in distress. She also provided some 
resources about where to get more information. 



6-13-21 Public Safety, Health, Environment (Length – 24:39)

Boating and Swimming Safety – After 6 fatalities in one week on Maine’s waterways, 
Cindy Campbell talks with Maine Game Warden Lieutenant Jason Luce about boating 
and swimming safety. Lt. Luce talks about using the tie-line so the boat’s engine will shut 
off if the operator falls overboard, the importance of wearing life jackets, and letting 
someone know where you plan to go and when you plan to return. In addition, he talks 
about how dangerously cold the water is right now, and advises people not to 
underestimate how quickly it can overpower them. 

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning in the Summer – Cindy Campbell talks with Northern 
Light Health’s Dr. Christopher Pezzullo about the different ways people can be exposed 
to CO in the summer, including riding on/swimming behind a boat. He also talks about 
checking vents when opening up the camp for the summer, not grilling in the garage, 
and working on engines in open spaces. 

6-20-21 Health, Economy (Length – 24:46)

Island Connections – Cindy Campbell talks with Island Connections’ Executive Director 
Doreen Willett about the non-profit that serves residents with disabilities and the elderly 
of Mount Desert Island. Island Connections provides rides to doctors’ appointments, 
dialysis, etc. and is also the ‘wheels’ for MDI’s Meals on Wheels program. Doreen 
discusses how they were able to keep running during the pandemic, their need for 
volunteer drivers, and a ‘Matching’ fundraising campaign going on now. 

Ronald McDonald House Charities – Cindy Campbell chats with Alicia Milne of Ronald 
McDonald House Charities about the two houses and two family rooms in Maine that 
provide comfort and respite to parents whose children are in the hospital. The 
organization is hosting an online auction to raise funds that will help support the 
programs at Northern Light Eastern Maine Medical Center and the Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hospital. 

6-27-21 Education, Economy, Health, Public Safety, Crime (Length - 24:57)

Challenger Summer Camp – Cindy Campbell talks with Kirsten Hibbard, Executive 
Director of the Challenger Learning Center, about the fact that its summer camp 
program is offering some in-person camp days, as well as virtual camp. The programs 
are all based around finding fun ways to learn STEM subjects. Hibbard wanted to let 
people know that many scholarships are currently available to qualifying parents. 

Bangor’s Drug and Panhandling Issues – Cindy Campbell talks with Sergeant Wade 
Betters of the Bangor Police Department about syringe disposal boxes that have been 
placed around the city in an attempt to solve the problem of uncapped syringes being left 
in roadways, parking lots, and playgrounds. In addition, Sgt. Betters discusses the city’s 
panhandlers and cautions residents that the majority of ‘median dwellers’ are scam 
artists. He says it’s better to donate to local agencies, like shelters or food pantries, than 
to give money to an individual who may be using it for drugs. 


