
KGCW-TV 1ST QUARTER 2014 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

BURLINGTON TELEVISION ACQUISITION LICENSING, LLC 

There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by KGCW-TV/DT, Davenport, IA-Rock Island-Moline, IL, along with the most significant programming 
treatment of those issues for the period January 1, 2014 to March 31, 2014.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not 
reflect any priority or significance. 
 

Description of 
Issue 

Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 

Community, 
Helping Those in 
Need 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 1 130A 30 min. She makes sure those in need have a warm meal not only on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas but also on the first day of the New Year. Sister Ludmilla and her 
volunteers at Father Conroy's Vineyard were up bright and early to start cooking. 
They provided a pancake breakfast and then switching gears to make a warm 
meal for tonight. Sister Ludmilla says these holiday meals provide a lot for those 
in need during the winter season. More than 15 volunteers helped to cook and 
serve the food.  

Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 1 130A 30 min. An overnight fire sent five people to the hospital this morning in Burlington, 
including a firefighter. Firefighters arrived to the apartment building just past 3 
a.m. Police first responders were pulling a man out of the basement when they 
got there. Another man who was trapped was also rescued shortly after. Fire 
officials say the cold weather also makes their job more dangerous. "You end up 
with ice on the ladders, on the hose, on the equipment you're trying to use which 
makes it harder to hold on to, harder to work with and more dangerous in that 
way." said Battalion Chief Kenneth Morris of Burlington Fire. One firefighter was 
underneath a ceiling when it collapsed. His injuries were minor and he was able 
to return to fighting the fire. The other injured firefighter was treated and released 
from the hospital along with two residents involved. The cause is still under 
investigation.  

Frigid Weather, 
Driving 
Conditions, 
Public Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 1 130A 30 min. Public safety crews have been out responding to anything that comes up. Rock 
Island county sheriff's deputies we talked to say there weren't too many issues 
today, that's probably because the holiday had fewer people on the roads. But 
not matter the conditions, officers themselves are still out. They too have to take 
it slow when going from call to call and be extra aware of their surroundings to 
stay safe. "You kind of almost have to have eyes in the back of your head," said 
Deputy Patrick Veronda. "You have to deal with a car in the ditch and have to 
constantly be scanning traffic as it goes by." Officers suggest if you have to be 
out on the road, give yourself extra time and since frigid temps are ahead, they 
suggest having things like extra clothes, a blanket in the car.  
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Description of 
Issue 
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Safety, 
Community, Law 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 2 130A 30 min. You never know when your cell phone could ring but with Illinois now banning 
the use of handheld devices while driving, are people adjusting to the law? We 
staked out several intersections to see if we could bust people using their cell 
phones without hands free accessories. But it turns out most of you were 
following the new law. Cell phone retailers say some drivers have taken steps to 
make sure they are hands free. "We've been bombarded in the store with 
customers coming in wanting Bluetooths, speakers, anything possible to stay 
safe on the road," said Carrie Smith, U.S. Cellular Store Manager. First time 
offenses will cost you $75 and then increases $25 for every violation after that 
until the fourth offense. That is when the state can suspend your license.  

Community FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 2 130A 30 min. It's a special night for one local cheer squad. Seen here are the Geneseo High 
School cheerleaders as they were getting ready to participate in the halftime 
routine at the Sugar Bowl. The squad was invited over the summer and spent 
the last six months fund raising for the trip. They're among 800 performers on the 
field.  

Government, 
Economy, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 2 130A 30 min. A big item on the city council agenda is Davenport Now. It's a program designed 
to keep people moving to and building new homes in Davenport to help the city 
grow.  It started back in 2009 as a way to encourage families to build new homes 
in the city and make renovations to existing homes with property tax rebates. 
The program's already been extended and city leaders want to do that again for 
another four years. They're also looking at those rebates potentially helping pay 
for college educations. "We're not here to tell you what choice to make, we're 
just here to give you great, great choices," said city administrator Craig Malin. 
Malin is suggesting an extra choice when it comes to spending checks issued by 
the Davenport Now program. Through that, you build a home or make 
renovations that increase your property value by five-thousand dollars and you 
get property tax rebates, fifty percent in either a lump sum or paid over ten years.  
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Description of 
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Safety, Weather FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 6 130A 30 min. The snow hasn't fallen for hours, but drivers in rural areas are still seeing plenty 
of treacherous roads. High winds over the last 24 hours have blown snow drifts 
right back onto the roads. Rural plow drivers say this weather has thrown a 
double punch at them. In rural area's there are far fewer plow drivers per mile 
compared to cities. That gives high winds an advantage, blowing snow back over 
a road once a plow has gone through because it can be hours before a plow 
comes back. The winds have caused lots of problems for plow drivers in rural 
Henry County. The wind covered East/West roads, then it shifted and covered 
the North/South ones. We found roads that were clear, but were actively drifting 
over again as well as some that were completely blocked with three foot snow 
drifts. Rural governments do the best with what they have, but with budget that 
pale in comparison to states or cities, they often can only afford to work one shift 
then let the snow gain the upper hand until they can go out again. One highway 
commissioner says this wind combined with very cold temperatures makes his 
job even harder. "We have three and four foot drifts in a lot of area, and they're 
freeze pretty hard, so they're hard to move and that kind of thing, you get stuck 
on em," said Geneseo Township Highway Commissioner Ray Girten. Girten tells 
us they cleared all the roads this morning, but were only able to open one traffic 
lane on some of them. He says his crews will head back out tomorrow to tackle 
the problems again. He fully expects some cleared areas to fall back into drifts. 
The plow drivers say the high winds also make it difficult to do their jobs. High 
winds blow the snow their plows scrape up across the windshields, leaving them 
operating in a virtual whiteout.  

Safety, Weather, 
Economy 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 6 130A 30 min. The Quad Cities Airport saw more than a few flights canceled and delayed, 
mostly a ripple effect from weather problems at other airports. 
More than 1,600 flights were canceled at Chicago O'Hare alone but in Moline, 
even with temperatures well below zero, pilots said they were having no trouble 
getting off the ground. "Snow and ice are going to have the biggest impact on 
airplanes," said Bryan Johnson, assistant director of aviation. "Cold weather and 
the wind today are fantastic for air travel performance. The aircraft today are 
flying very well." For airport workers out on the tarmac though, the cold was a 
major issue. Employees, all dressing in layers, were frequently rotated in and out 
to help keep them safe on the job.  
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Law, Public 
Safety 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 8 130A 30 min. Soon some Illinois residents who apply for concealed carry will be able to do so 
and some private properties are already preparing to prohibit that. Morrison city 
leaders are offering signs to businesses that are required to post them, making it 
clear guns are not allowed on the premises. This means schools; hospitals and 
any federal or state buildings will display the sign. Any business that has alcohol 
sales of 50 percent or more, like some restaurants, may also get the decal but 
other businesses could also post these. Churches have the option but the 
coordinator at one tells us he's not sure how much of an impact the signs will 
make. "Those that wreak havoc on a worship service are not going to pay any 
attention to whether there's a decal on the door," said Rich Criss, ministry 
coordinator of Emmanuel Reformed Church. "They're not law abiding citizens 
and they have problems as it is." So far Illinois state police have received 15-
thousand applications for concealed carry permits. They have 90 days to 
approve or deny those requests.  

Economy, 
Government, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 8 130A 30 min. Davenport city leaders are welcoming one company's expansion. Hardi North 
America is expected to bring 24 new jobs to the area and council members 
approved $285-thousand in tax rebates to help make that happen. The company 
makes agricultural sprayers and its Davenport headquarters will grow to 21 
thousand square feet starting in late February or early March. "I think it helps 
everyone here as we continue to grow here," said Dale Szuminski, President of 
Hardi North America. "I mentioned earlier about 4-5 years ago we outsourced 
50% of our raw materials overseas and today we outsource about 20 percent."  
Council members voted to extend tax rebates to the 'Davenport Now' program 
and expand it to let families invest those rebates in college savings plans.   

Community, 
Weather, 
Education 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 8 130A 30 min. The freezing weather may be easing up a bit, but we are still feeling its effects. 
The Sterling/Rock Falls area has seen more than its share of sprinkler pipe 
bursts. Including one that has closed Saint Mary's Catholic school. School is out 
for the remainder of this week. The pipe bursts have happened all over the 
place. A fabric store and city hall Wednesday, an apartment building earlier this 
week, and at St. Mary's school yesterday. The fire department isn't sure why 
there's so many of these pipe bursts occurring. The result at St. Mary's, kids are 
getting a little bit longer winter break than planned. "It was like a waterfall down 
the stairs," says Principal Rebecca Schmitt. She's run this school for 20 years. 
Tuesday's pipe burst was not her first run in with water. Another pipe broke 
during Catholic Schools week in the old St. Mary's school.  
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Issue 
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Public Safety, 
Government, 
Education 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 9 130A 30 min. Whether or not to allow armed officers on the Augustana College campus in 
Rock Island is up for consideration. It's a proposal that would require three of the 
school's10 public safety officers to carry handguns. School officials say this 
could help keep students safe should a mass shooting happen on campus. They 
want to be proactive and be prepared for the worst. "The difference would be 
that the response time would be with someone who has a gun that can provide a 
different kind of response than someone who doesn't," said Dean Evelyn 
Campbell. Allowing those officers to carry guns would cost the school $20-to-$30 
thousand. That includes salary, equipment and training but before this can 
happen, the board of trustees and the state needs to approve the proposal. If it is 
granted some officers would be able to carry as soon as August.  

Crime, Taxes FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 9 130A 30 min. Louisa and Washington counties in Iowa are experiencing some cut backs to 
their joint drug task force. Now officials there are looking for new ways to save 
the program that is responsible for seizing thousands of grams of marijuana, 
cocaine and meth. Right now, there is only one officer in charge of running the 
drug investigations but with the lack of federal aid that has sustained the 
program for the last 20 years, he will no longer be able to investigate. The sheriff 
says this will create an even bigger drug problem in the area and with these type 
of cases, it's important to act quickly. "Most of the time, in a general crime case, 
you can put things on the back burner for a bit but in a drug case, you're running 
on the criminals time," said Louisa County sheriff Brad Turner. "So when it's time 
to go, you gotta go." Sheriff Turner says the department could fund the taskforce 
but it would cost around $100-thousand for the car and equipment and an 
additional $75-thousand a year for salary and insurance. He says it's a bill that 
the county may need tax payers to help fund.  

Infrastructure, 
Weather, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 9 130A 30 min. After talking with numerous cities and states not pre-treating dry pavement 
appears to be standard procedure. Weather records show there was no 
precipitation that evening, so plows would not be going back over dry bridges.  
It's likely moisture got onto the bridge from car tires, and car exhaust. The tires 
carry slush from city streets and exhaust includes water vapor. The air 
temperature that morning hovered around seven below and any water would 
freeze very quickly. Other agencies say once a road is dry or cleared, it's not 
gone over again unless more work is needed. Typically when someone calls in a 
complaint about a slick spot trucks can't be everywhere and they also can't be 
held back to cover very small areas. They're using our tax dollars to clear the 
roads, so when the job is done, the agencies want to get the trucks off the roads.  
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Infrastructure, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 13 130A 30 min. Pot holes along major roadways in the QCA have been causing trouble for some 
drivers. One on Brady Street caused several tires to blow out over the weekend. 
So, when that happens, who's liable? Some city officials say a bad road 
complaint like that usually doesn't come back in favor of the driver. "Generally 
the city isn't liable for something like that," said Randy Tweet, Rock Island Public 
Works Director. "Unless the city has been made aware of it and hasn't done 
anything about it but generally we're not liable for things like that." In order for 
the city to cover damage to a car, there must be proof the city was negligent. In 
Rock Island, officials say they try to get public works crews out to fill pot holes as 
soon as possible but officials can only begin to do that under the right weather 
conditions.  

Local 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 13 130A 30 min. The Rock Island City Council approved an increase in sewer rates. Rates will 
increase by 3% starting in April and there will be another 3% increase in January 
of 2015. This decision comes after the Mayor spoke about the economic status 
of the city in his state of the city address. Mayor Dennis Pauley said the city is 
doing financially well and is moving forward with new developments. Some of 
those developments are the construction of the new police station, a Walmart at 
Watchtower Plaza, and restaurants and retail stores for the Jumer's Crossing 
area. Mayor Pauley says it's important for the city to maintain its market share of 
Jumers Crossing and new development around it will help. "Jumer’s has the 
situation right now where they are going to be building in Davenport, going to be 
building in Bettendorf. as they get there's done, they are going to be building 
amenities with them," said Pauley. "We need to have those amenities to keep 
Jumer’s viable with the others." FedEx is also expanding its business in the city 
with a new distribution center. Construction on that facility, along with the police 
station, is expected to start in the spring.  

Government, 
Economy 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 14 130A 30 min. Jobs, education and military assistance these are all topics Iowa Governor Terry 
Branstad talked about in his Condition of the State Address. The Governor 
started with how much the state has progressed over the past year, with a 
healthy budget surplus and initiatives to bring more doctors to rural areas in 
Iowa. He says three years ago more than 100-thousand Iowa residents were out 
of work but now more than 130-thousand jobs have been created. He's also 
proposing a tuition assistance program for college students that will help combat 
escalating student debt. "Today, I am calling on members of the Iowa legislature 
to join me in working to reduce costs to make college affordable and reduce the 
amount of debt incurred by Iowa students and their families," said Branstad. 
Governor Branstad also mentioned Iowa's success in the tech world with 
companies like Google, Microsoft and Facebook having data centers in the state.  
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Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 14 130A 30 min. A juvenile escapes police custody in Clinton Tuesday afternoon but is captured 
by a nearby resident. At about noon, Clinton County Sheriff's Deputies were 
transporting a teen to the Clinton County Courthouse for a hearing when 
suddenly the teen took off running. Deputy Chief Kevin Cain says the deputies 
began to chase the juvenile and called for help from local police. "They'll put out 
a radio call that they are chasing someone on foot," Cain said, "maybe a clothing 
description, direction of travel. They don't get into the detail of what's the 
purpose of that pursuit." The teen was running down an alley when a nearby 
resident, Jason Heinitz, grabbed him. "I walked toward him and he started taking 
off and that's when I pursued him," Heinitz said. "I caught up to him over here at 
the street and grabbed him by the shoulder." Cain says, while the teen was in 
custody, he was not under arrest. He is a foster care child who was being 
transported for a non-criminal court hearing. "It's got to cause a lot of anxiety for 
them," Cain said. "They're young, I'm sure they don't have a lot of experience in 
shelter care. I can see how the anxiety may get the best of them and they use 
poor judgment and become scared." While law enforcement is grateful that 
Heinitz captured the runaway teen, Cain also wants to remind citizens to be 
cautious and try not to get physically involved in police pursuits. They don't want 
anyone to get hurt. 

Crime, Child 
Welfare 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 15 130A 30 min. Parents and school officials in Winfield, Iowa are expressing concerns after a 
man gets busted for selling pot near a school. Police say Christopher Carpenter, 
18, was caught in the act and he's being accused of selling marijuana to minors. 
It's not just what he did that's got him in hot water; it's where he did it. Police say 
the drug transactions took place across the street from Winfield-Mount Union 
School. Now the superintendent of the school is encouraging parents to talk to 
their children about drugs. "You can find an opportunity to speak to all the 
children and let them understand it is true, it is out there, it's all over the place," 
said Patrick Coen. "But when it comes to you, you need to make the right choice 
and say 'no'." Carpenter is being charged with distribution of marijuana to 
persons under 18. If convicted, he faces a minimum sentence of 10 years in 
prison.  

Laws, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 15 130A 30 min. Illinois State Police are dealing with an overwhelming workload since residents 
began signing up for applying for concealed carry permits a little more than one 
week ago. On average, more than 1,000 new concealed carry applications are 
pour in every day. But some law enforcement agencies are concerned about 
having enough time to make sure each person is properly processed. "They're 
probably going to be overwhelmed with Cook County and some of the other 
bigger counties," said Rock Island County Sheriff Jeff Boyd. "So, I would hope 
they would listen to the locals."  
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Education, Law FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 16 130A 30 min. Iowa schools are dealing with a law causing stress for local superintendents. 
When the education reform was passed last spring, it gave districts a choice: go 
to school for 180 days in a school year, or 1,080 hours. The math comes out the 
same but there is some controversy. As the law is written now, if students are 
released early from school for weather, that day doesn't count at all. The Iowa 
Legislature is considering changing that but until they do, superintendent's say 
they best they can do is wait before deciding on next year's calendar. "If the 
legislature fixes the unintended consequence that was made to the days 
calendar, when it came with school reform, we would rather just stay with days," 
said Dr. Jim Spelhaug, Pleasant Valley Superintendent. The state board of 
education says it has already submitted new legislation to change the language 
in the law. State legislators say they hope to get it passed this spring.  

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 20 130A 30 min. A man and his courage to dream sparks nationwide celebrations and the Quad 
Cities area also took part in observing the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
At the MLK Center in Rock Island, many gathered under this year's theme 
"unarmed truth and unconditional love." It comes from Dr. King's Noble Peace 
Prize acceptance speech. Students from area elementary and middle schools 
took part in programs by reading essays and a few individuals are recognized 
and awarded for their service in the community. The MLK executive director says 
this event is very important to help pass on values from generation to generation.  
"This is our opportunity to serve and its our opportunity to come and 
acknowledge his life and commitment to everyday people," said Rev. Dwight 
Ford, executive director of the MLK Center. The event kicked off with a tribute to 
the late former South African President Nelson Mandela and the keynote 
speaker addressed the need for community service while decreasing all forms of 
violence.  
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Community, 
Government, 
Taxes Law 
Enforcement 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 20 130A 30 min. It's a project that's been talked about for years. Monday night Rock Island city 
leaders and the public got a look at the final design plans for a new police 
station. Improved efficiency was at the top of the wish list for both the police and 
the public. The facility is going to replace the current one that is more than 70 
years old and half the size it needs to be. With the 44,000 square feet in the new 
one will come a lot more efficiency compared to now. It's all going between 12th 
and 13th Streets and 5th and 7th Avenues just west of downtown. The new 
facility is geared toward easier access for the public and being a place people 
can utilize with a community room a part of the design. A patrol car garage and 
sectioned off lot for officers and staff will mean for more safety and security. 
There's also a building currently on the site that's going to be utilized. "There's 
an existing structure on the site about 13,000 square foot and we're able to 
make that into our crime lab and evidence storage. Those are areas that are 
critical functions to the police department and we know that evidence storage is 
a major challenge for us right now," said Chief Jeff VenHuizen. With the current 
building long serving beyond its capacity city leaders wondered about the life 
span of the new facility. Officials say it will likely last more than 50 years and 
they've planned for room to grow. The total price tag on the project is just over 
$19 million. The goal is to start construction between June and August and have 
the building complete December 2015.  

Health, 
Community, 
Weather 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 21 130A 30 min. It's back to some sub-zero temps this week after what was a nice, but brief 
warm-up on Sunday. While many of us recognize roller coaster weather 
conditions are a part of Midwest winters, it can still have quite an effect on us.  
Even though the sun was shining Tuesday, you could tell from the icicles on 
playground equipment and the desolation at Vander Veer Park that it wasn't 
doing much good. With temps in the 40's one day and in the negative degrees 
the next it's hard to really adjust. While some say the bitter cold doesn't 
necessarily keep them indoors, a lot of folks say the drastic dips and jumps can 
make it hard in some aspects both physically and mentally. Doctors say when it 
comes to mental health, depression is higher during winter months because 
people stay indoors more and aren't as active. They suggest people try going 
shopping or hit the gym. Physically, doctors are seeing a lot of flu and upper 
respiratory infections in patients right now. They say if you have symptoms like 
cough, sore throat, fever and body aches to see a doctor. "Those that might 
have chronic problems are diabetes, heart problems or lung problems like COPD 
or asthma, their immune systems might not be working to the greatest capacity," 
said Dr. Michael Bollaert, a Family Medicine physician in Moline. A healthy 
person can usually adapt to ups and downs in weather conditions pretty well. But 
people with chronic issues need to take extra care they're properly dressed and 
take action against germs spreading.  
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Economy, 
Weather 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 21 130A 30 min. Winter weather has a lot of heating systems working overtime and now, an 
increase in demand for propane is making it hard for suppliers to keep up. 
Across the nation there is propane shortage. Farmers use propane to dry their 
crops and since it was a late planting season there wasn't a lot of time in 
between to build up propane reserves for the winter. So now, the shortage is 
causing one local company to ration supply to customers. Blick & Blick is 
allowing homes to get a maximum of 200-gallons of propane at a time which can 
last five-to-six weeks. "No, it's not normal and I would say, yeah, this is probably 
the worst that I can remember," said Bob Parker of Blick & Blick. The shortage is 
also causing in increase in prices for consumers. Right now the price per gallon 
of propane averages around $2.37. Last year at this time it was $1.60 per gallon.  

Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 22 130A 30 min. The family of a missing Davenport woman is calling on more help in their search 
for her. 29-year-old Carrie Olson was last seen December 28th. Family and 
friends have gathered to find her and now they are bringing in a man who runs 
K-9 Specialties, which helps locate missing people. Bringing in 3 dogs, the 
operator Robert Larson says the dogs can pick up on the scent of human 
cadaver. The family says they needed any extra help in figuring out where to 
look for Olson. "As a family, we're very hopeful we'll find her," said Dave Olson, 
Carrie's dad. "But as time goes on who knows where she is?" Larson says his K-
9 specialty has a 100 percent success rate and is confident he will find Carrie. 
Meanwhile, Davenport police are still looking for 45-year old Willie Hughes. He's 
been missing since December 21st. If you have any information you are asked to 
call police.  

Community FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 22 130A 30 min. It's a more than 20 million dollar project for a local university that would mean a 
big impact on a nearby high school and the entire community. Now, Saint 
Ambrose University is sharing the draft plans for a new stadium complex. The 
plans have been tweaked for the 2,500 seat football stadium and several other 
fields near Assumption High School in Davenport. The stadium location was 
moved to the center of the property, and there are some additions like a berm 
and landscaping. University officials are also discussing results from studies on 
traffic, light and other issues nearby residents have voiced concern over. "They 
have an opportunity to put their dream complex, sports facility somewhere on a 
large plot of land where they don't have to make these compromises," said Jim 
Welch, acting chair of the Neighborhood Relations Council. "It's already an 
athletic complex and really what we want is to make improvements to it and 
make something that would be both a draw for Assumption High School as well 
as Saint Ambrose," said Mike Poster, VP of Finance for SAU. Neighbors still 
have two and a half months to give input before the university can go to the city 
with its proposal in early April. There will be several upcoming meetings for area 
residents on at the Rogalski Center on campus.  Those meetings are: 
5-6 p.m. January 30

th
; February 6 after the bi-annual update; noon to 1 p.m. 

February 17
th
; 7:30-8:30 a.m. February 27

th
; 5:30-6:30 p.m. March 3rd.  
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Schools, 
Community, High 
School Athletics 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Jan. 23 130A 30 min. Changes to Iowa High School football have many school officials, parents, and 
students speaking out. All prep football teams in Iowa are now split into districts 
in each class. This means that there will be shake up in the schedule, so what's 
causing the move?  Three area schools, Davenport Assumption, Dubuque 
Wahlert and Cedar Rapids Xavier all requested to move from 4A to 3A. Those 
three teams were matched with other schools with similar enrollments. One local 
athletic director believes the changes are a good idea. "With the intent of 
separating football powers we really feel that it was an extreme compliment for 
Bettendorf and PV to be separated," said D'Anne Kroemer, PV Athletic Director. 
"That tells us that we both have 2 very strong football programs that need to be 
separated because of course the intent is to have the best teams playing in the 
Iowa State Championship." These changes only affect football. Schools that are 
in the MAC conference will remain in that conference for all other sports.  

Economy, 
Government, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 3 130A 30 min. It's a done deal. Isle of Capri has finalized the sale of Rhythm City to casino 
developer Dan Kehl. Earlier this month, the state approved the deal to allow Dan 
Kehl to buy the casino. The new Rhythm City won't just be a casino but will also 
include a spa, fitness center, and several restaurants. Now Dan Kehl will take 
over operating Rhythm City casino until the new land based facility is built. That 
is expected to open in 2015. The casino is closed now to make the transition but 
will reopen on Friday at 4 p.m.  

Traffic, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 3 130A 30 min. Icy conditions on the I-74 Bridge may have contributed to a massive car pileup 
according to police. Around 10 o'clock, police responded to an accident involving 
31 vehicles on the Iowa-bound side. Bettendorf police say a driver made an 
improper lane change causing cars behind it to suddenly slow down. Authorities 
say black ice was on the road causing loss of control and a chain reaction. 
Twelve people were injured. One man caught in the middle of the accident tells 
what happen. "I hit the breaks there was no friction at all. I mean it was ice just 
solid ice," Dustin Cable of Moline said. "I managed to get mostly around and this 
hit the back end of a car and then it threw my other back end on the side of the 
bridge." After the accident, some drivers were stuck on the bridge for over an 
hour as crews worked to clean up the mess.  
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Community, 
Infrastructure 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 4 130A 30 min. Construction of an overpass over John Deere Road and improvements to 38th 
Street are expected to start soon. Residents got a chance to take a look at plans. 
The overpass will be built at the intersection of John Deere and 38th Street. This 
is the first phase of construction. Then the next phase would be to widen John 
Deere Road, making it six lanes instead of four. This would stretch from 
Interstate 74 to 70th Street. Illinois DOT officials say they held this meeting to let 
people ask questions about the project. "Folks that have come to the meeting 
has had concerns about potential closure and how their businesses are going to 
be affected by the construction project," engineer at the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Paul Loete said. "We're doing as much as we can to minimize 
impact to businesses and residents as we move this project forward." Officials 
say the first phase will start next month.  

Crime, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 4 130A 30 min. Violent crime in Rock Island is taking a turn, that according to police. Recent 
studies show that crimes like murder, assault and burglary has been dropping 
over the past ten years, decreasing by ten percent. Some residents say they can 
see the change in the city and police credit the changes to their crime 
suppression unit, downtown patrol and technology. "With those cameras in 
place, we've seen a reduction in the number of offenses in a particular 
geographic area where the cameras have been installed," Rock Island Police 
Chief Jeff VenHuizen said. "We utilize those cameras as much as we can." 
Police say they try to be proactive instead of reactive. They also say it helps to 
have the support of the community who are the eyes and ears for the 
department.  

Public Safety, 
Infrastructure, 
Weather 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 4 130A 30 min. With the snow falling, public works crews across our area are out in force doing 
what they can to keep the roads clear for motorists. Fox 18's Katie Alexander 
joined us from Rock Island while Mark Stevens held things down in Iowa. 
Tuesday night: snow. 2 to 5 inches. More south along Hwy. 34, less north along 
Hwy. 20. low: 13°. wind: ne/n 10-15. Wednesday: flurries early, then blowing and 
drifting snow with more sun in the afternoon. high: 15°. wind: nw - 15+... 
Thursday: sunny and cold. high: 4°.  

Crime, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 5 130A 30 min. A string of burglaries in one area in Knoxville has police wondering what's the 
motive behind the crime. A hardware store, restaurant, towing company and a 
mechanic shop are just a few of the 11 businesses hit. Eight of them are located 
on Main Street. Police say the burglaries began January 14th with the last 
reported incident on Monday. The crime leaves some businesses vandalized 
and without money. "We've had burglaries where nothing was taken because it 
wasn't anything there or as little as 49 or 50 dollars up to 1,000 in cash," 
Knoxville Police Chief Ron Poyner said. Police say the number of burglaries 
within a month's time is unusual for Knoxville and since the businesses are 
close, they could all be connected. They ask if anyone has information about the 
crimes to contact them.  
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Laws, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 5 130A 30 min. The Scott County Sheriff's Department is rolling out a new way for residents to 
be able to apply for a gun permit. No longer will residents have to apply using 
paper applications during business hours. Starting today, residents can apply 
online with 24 hour a day access. Permit seekers also have the option to use a 
credit card. Police say they've turned a 30-minute process into five minutes 
because people can also upload any documentation like a training certification to 
make it more convenient. "The system will support uploading documentation by 
scanning them into pdf format or just by simply taking a picture with your phone," 
Scott Co. Sgt. Thomas Gibbs said. "As long as you can get that photo off your 
phone to your computer, you can upload it to the system." For those who do not 
have access to Internet can still go to the sheriff's office to apply but it won't be a 
paper application. Instead residents will use a kiosk to apply online.  

Community, 
Safety, Health 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 6 130A 30 min. More information has been released about the emergency call to the Arsenal 
Thursday. Arsenal spokesperson, Eric Cramer says three buildings were 
evacuated. He says around 20 were reported ill due to air contamination from an 
undetermined source. Officials with the Rock Island Arsenal Emergency 
Services say the contamination issue may have occurred when a diesel vehicle 
was parked near a ventilation system. Arsenal officials called in assistance with 
the Mutual Alarm Box Aid System and from Quad Cities area emergency 
services.  

Education, 
Weather 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 10 130A 30 min. Many schools across the QCA have been canceling class due to the extremely 
cold temperatures and in Illinois, schools are only allotted five days to do that. 
Many schools have either reached those five days or passed them and they 
need another option. That's where the "Act of God" exemption days come in. 
Districts are required to make up the five days they use but if districts take off 
more days they can apply for the exemption which means they won't have to 
make up any days over five. They'll still be able to keep state funding. Schools 
like United Township say it’s something to consider now that the school year has 
already been extended into June. "When you're teaching in June, your 
educational productivity isn't as great as in January for example," UT 
superintendent Jay Morrow said. "So, I think it's a law diminishing returns the 
longer we go into June." There is some concern that on days students don't go 
to class some employees like cafeteria workers and bus drivers won't get paid. 
Schools in Iowa don't have the "Act of God" exemption and must make up all 
days missed.  
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Economy, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 10 130A 30 min. A vacant building in Davenport will finally get some use after previous efforts to 
fill the space failed. Rock Island's Promotion Support Services will move into the 
former K's Merchandise building on West Kimberly Road. This isn't the first time 
a company has tried to move into that space. Last year, Murray's Warehousing 
proposed to buy the place but surrounding residents disapproved of the move 
because semi-trucks would come in and out of the area which prompted concern 
for traffic and noise. Residents are more comfortable with the new business 
moving in. "If it'd had been like a concert venue, we might have had a problem," 
resident Don Trees said. 'But considering it's a business and it's an established 
business, I think it's good for the community and good for property value and the 
whole community in general."  PSS purchased the space for $950-thousand. 
The company plans to move after its lease is up at its Rock Island location in 
June.  

Economy, 
Education, 
Community, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 10 130A 30 min. It's back to the bargaining table with Sherrard teachers making a move toward a 
potential strike. The Sherrard School board met to discuss its next move. The 
teacher's union and a couple of district reps met behind closed doors. The 
meeting is a continuation of a transportation meeting from last week. Only a 
couple school board members are here, more can't come without running afoul 
of open meetings laws. Earlier, all school board members met for a special 
closed door session to look at where the district is in contract negotiations with 
the union and where it can afford to be flexible to bring about a contract 
agreement. The clock is ticking to reach that deal after the union voted to declare 
its intent to strike. That set a ten-day deadline to reach an agreement before the 
union will take another vote deciding when the strike should begin. The school 
board president tells us the district is hopeful it won't come to that. The school 
board says it is set to sit down for formal contract negotiations with the union and 
a federal mediator this coming Sunday at 1 p.m. No decision has been made 
about the location of that meeting yet.  
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Safety, 
Infrastructure, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 11 130A 30 min. Starting Wednesday, new rules from the Iowa Department of Transportation will 
take effect, requiring cities and counties to justify the use of many of the red light 
and speed cameras in the state. Automated traffic enforcement systems have 
been going up in growing numbers across the state of Iowa, and the Iowa 
Department of Transportation says its new rules are meant to ensure they only 
are used where they are actually needed to improve traffic safety. Right now, all 
it takes is a simple majority vote by a city council to be able to put one up. As of 
Wednesday, that is changing, because the new Iowa DOT rules take effect for 
automated traffic enforcement devices on Iowa's primary highway system, which 
includes interstates, U.S. Routes, and state routes. City or county owned and 
maintained roads are not covered by the new rules. Under the rules for the 
primary highway system roads, it will be up to the DOT to give the green light for 
new speed and red light cameras to go in after reviewing extensive justification 
reports. And, for existing cameras, the cities and counties that put them up will 
be required to submit annual reports to the DOT proving that they've actually 
worked in improving safety.  

Community, 
Safety, 
Environment 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 11 130A 30 min. Firefighters had to deal with frigid conditions while battling a massive blaze in 
Blue Grass. Five departments responded to the fire at Rich Metals. Crews were 
able to overcome the cold and put out the flames but fire officials say the building 
is a total loss. Now they're worried the water they were spraying onto the 
engulfed building may have mixed with hazardous oils and liquids and washed 
into a nearby creek. The Iowa Department of Natural Resources says it has an 
environmental specialist checking into that. "They placed the boom on the down-
graded side to where the water would have run off before it entered the crick and 
then they placed it in locations along the crick," IDNR's Terry Jones said. "We're 
going to walk the crick and assess the damages that we see and see where 
we're at with that and they'll continue their clean-up efforts on that end." 
Firefighters say they don't know what caused the fire yet. As a precautionary 
measure the nearby elementary school was evacuated to a local church for the 
day.  

Education, 
Government, 
Child Welfare 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 11 130A 30 min. Students attending Galesburg's Cooke Elementary school will not return once 
this school year is over. School board members decided to close Cooke 
Elementary at last night's board meeting. Now parents in Galesburg want to 
know why. Superintendent Bart Arthur says the district is $4-million dollars in 
debt and currently Cooke has an average of 15 students in each class. He says 
closing Cooke would save the district about $930-thousand a year. Still, 
Superintendent Arthur admits many of the concerns surrounding this decision 
are valid. "When we make cuts like this, it affects the students, and it effects 
student achievement," Arthur said. "And at a time when accountability is the 
highest, not a good time to have to make cuts."  The school board has proposed 
that the Cooke students attend the nearby Steele Elementary.  
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Economy, 
Community, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 12 130A 30 min. Alcoa officials are celebrating an expansion that's expected to bring hundreds of 
jobs to the QCA. "These jobs add high quality good paying jobs to the Quad 
Cities, something we're very proud of," Iowa Governor Terry Branstad said. 
The Governor was in attendance for the ribbon cutting. Alcoa invested $300-
million into an expansion at its Riverdale plant. Officials say it was necessary to 
help meet the demand of automotive industries that want to make cars lighter in 
weight and more fuel efficient. The project created 150 new jobs.  

Community, 
Economy, 
Education 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 12 130A 30 min. Whenever a school district is faced with budget cuts those cuts may lead to 
layoffs and that's the case with the Clinton school district. The district needs to 
cut nearly one-million dollars from its budget. The Clinton superintendent says 
the district has gotten less state funding due to declining enrollment. The district 
plans to eliminate 11 teacher and support staff positions.  "With the cuts and the 
reductions that were made, it wasn't done without looking at student 
programming and student needs," Superintendent Deb Olson said. 'The 
reductions that will be made will have minimal impact on our kids." The 
superintendent hopes to achieve the cuts through retirement and hiring freezes. 
Officials say the decline in enrollment is due to people moving out of rural areas 
in search of work.  
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Education, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 12 130A 30 min. Parents who homeschool their children often teach reading, math, and any other 
courses mandated by the state. But in Iowa, by next fall, parents who 
homeschool will also have the option to teach their kids how to drive. Rules and 
guidelines for the controversial new law aren't expected to be completed until the 
end of the summer, but Iowa drivers are already divided on the issue. 16-year-
old Emily Hammer proudly shows of the driver's license she received on 
Wednesday. Hammer took a mandatory driver's education course and spent six 
hours behind the wheel with a certified instructor. "You had to be really good at 
it, "Hammer said.”You had to understand and you had to pay attention." But she 
doesn't credit her formal driving instruction for her success -- "I've been driving 
for two years with my parents," Hammer said. "I drive on the interstates and I 
drive in the snow, I drive all around the towns." She says it's the hours spent 
behind the wheel with mom and dad that helped her learn. Hammer thinks kids 
who are homeschooled are lucky to have the option of a parent-taught drivers 
education class. "Parents understand their kids, "she said, "and they know how 
to get through to them." But other drivers aren't so sure about the new law -- 
"Math and science are still good, "said Iowa driver, Don Marple, "Parents can still 
teach that. But driving out there on today's roads, they need an instructor to do 
that." Marple says his grandson is home schooled. Still, he doesn't think most 
parents would even want to teach an entire drivers education course by 
themselves. "I actually see them saying, 'I don't want the responsibility,'" said 
Marple. "I think it's definitely better for there to be a formal education," said 
Shamalla Gibson, an Iowa driver at the Davenport DMV. "The relationship 
between a mother, a father and their children -- it's a lot more personal," Gibson 
said. She thinks there's too much emotion involved in a parent-child relationship 
for parents to be objective instructors. "You come to a professional and they'll 
look at your skills," said Gibson, "what you're doing right and wrong." Despite 
opinions, though, the new law is already in effect. And, once the rules are in 
place by the end of the summer, parent-taught drivers education will be a reality 
across Iowa. According to the Iowa DOT, in order to teach their children, parents 
will need to use a certified drivers education course.  There are several internet 
courses already available but the Iowa DOT is still in the process of choosing 
which ones meet curriculum guidelines.  
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Safety, Weather, 
Infrastructure 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 17 130A 30 min. Drivers across the QCA are being asked not to park along some city streets as 
crews work to remove snow. Davenport's snow emergency is in effect now and 
has been extended. Davenport's downtown area has its own snow emergency 
and violators could be ticketed or towed. "They're bad, they're deep," driver 
Monty Long said. "The snow is deep. So I wouldn't recommend going on a rural 
road unless you have 4-wheel drive".  "Just the wind blowing across the road all 
the time fighting the drifts all the time," Louisa County snow plow driver Chad 
Grimm said. "Probably the worst thing we have to fight."  There were difficult 
driving conditions for motorists as well as snow plow drivers earlier today in 
Muscatine. Wind drifts created white out conditions which made it hard for 
anybody to see. Since the snow has stopped, some crews have been back out 
to clear the roads and crews say they may not need to lay ice melt materials 
down on the roads since warmer temperatures are expected.  

Government, 
Election, Taxes 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 18 130A 30 min. The Illinois primary election is just one month away and in Rock Island, voters 
will see three one-percent sales tax questions on the ballot. The first one would 
give Rock Island County $11.5-million per year. This money would be distributed 
to schools in the county. For example, the Moline school district could get about 
$3-million a year. The money would only be used to improve school facilities. 
Election officials want people to be aware of the issues and come out and vote. 
"Your vote is your voice so you should get registered you should get involved in 
your community, you should know the issues at hand and make your vote count 
because even with some of the public questions, depending on how people vote 
this can affect us long term," Rock Island County Clerk Karen Kinney said. Also 
on the ballot is another sales tax increase question regarding public safety and 
the third sales tax question impacts whether or not Rockridge school district will 
build a new elementary and transportation facility.   
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Taxes, 
Government, 
Health 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 18 130A 30 min. Imagine being taxed for a bottle of pop, by the ounce. That's what one Illinois 
lawmaker is proposing. State Sen. Mattie Hunter, a Democrat out of Chicago, is 
sponsoring a bill which she says is intended to promote healthy living.  
But not everyone thinks a new tax is the right way to go about it.  Andy Jessen, 
Moline, buys at least one bottle of pop every day. He's angry about the proposal 
-- "The government is targeting people who drink these items and saying, 'what 
you're doing it wrong so give us more money.'"  Hunter cites studies that link 
excessive consumption of soft drinks to obesity as one of the reasons behind her 
proposal. She says revenue from the tax would go toward a variety of health 
services and education initiatives. But local businesses that sell the drinks are 
worried about what the law would do to sales. "Illinois certainly needs tax money 
but there's people who come in here and complain already," said True Value 
employee, Joe Hotle. True Value sells off-brand, craft sodas. "It's a buck fifty for 
a bottle of pop. It's already kind of expensive for what it is." Hotle said that 
Sen.Hunter seems to have good intentions but it might hurt business. The plan is 
already drawing criticism from manufacturers, retailers, and union workers who 
say taxing sodas would hurt the state's economy.  

Healthcare, 
Laws, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 19 130A 30 min. Supporters of getting medical marijuana legalized in Iowa are speaking out after 
legislators rejected a recent bill. Edwin Rushton suffers from kidney, lung, and 
bone cancer and says marijuana helps ease his pain. "It's worse than arthritis," 
Rushton said. "At least with arthritis you get a break every now and then, but 
with bone cancer you don't." Rushton admits that he buys marijuana off the 
street but hopes lawmakers will have a change of heart so he can buy it legally. 
One lawmaker against the measure says legalizing it would make it easier for 
kids to get their hands on the drug.  

Weather, 
Flooding, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 19 130A 30 min. With all the melting snow and more rain on the way some people are concerned 
about potential flooding in their homes. There are some ways to prevent that 
from happening. You can test out your sump pump by actually dumping water 
into it to see if it works. It's also a good idea to watch for any excess snow near 
your home's foundation. "If you have any large piles of snow along your 
foundation, just as this is happening just try to move those off the foundation so 
that the snow is going to go somewhere besides inside the basement," K&K True 
Value Hardware's Casey Keller said. Experts also suggest making sure gutters 
and down spouts aren't blocked by ice or snow. Rock salt can be used in the 
gutter to help melt the ice.  
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Infrastructure, 
Environment, 
Health 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 19 130A 30 min. The City of Muscatine mixes coal ash with its salt which increases traction and 
melting on the roads, and a lower cost to city taxpayers. The coal ash comes 
from Muscatine Power and Water's coal fired electric plant. Like any fire, when 
you burn coal, some of the material gets left behind. Some of the bottom ash at 
the plant is given to the city to spread on its streets. The EPA says coal ash 
contains pollutants such as arsenic, cadmium, and mercury. Those are toxic 
chemicals, some of which cause cancer. Iowa and Illinois allow coal ash to be 
spread onto city streets. "I know that counties, different schools that I've 
attended wish that they had access to it," Muscatine streets supervisor Randy 
Howell said. Howell has worked in the public works department for 32 years. He 
says coal ash has always been used to clear snow and ice. "Cinders have been 
used as long as I've been here," Howell said. "It's been a tool that we've had 
when it gets really really cold. They work well for us." The city gets it free of 
charge from the power plant. Howell says they mix it with the road salt to cut 
down their salt bill. The city estimates it saves $60-thousand-a-year on salt 
costs.  "We used to use sand," Howell said. "The problem with the sand is that it 
gets frozen up so hard we can't use it." Iowa state law allows coal ash to be used 
on roads. Muscatine Power and Water has to test it periodically to ensure the 
leftover chemicals are at legal levels. A company spokesperson could not meet 
with us on camera but did provide us a test report from 2011 for one of the coal 
ash products. It shows all the chemicals except one, beryllium, tested under the 
legal limit. The spokesperson says the company markets 80% of its coal ash for 
other uses. That helps keep the company ash landfill from filling up and the city 
is glad to take its share. "They're sharp and they cut into the snow pack," Howell 
said. "They help break it up for us." Howell says the ash is also light enough that 
it does not clog storm sewers like sand does. The water just carries it away to 
the river. The EPA says coal ash is exempt from its waste management rules 
right now, although it has proposed new rules to regulate ash storage. It wants to 
finish the rule making process by the end of the year. The EPA says ash can be 
bad for rivers, a lot of it can smother living things in the water and on the river 
bottom. However, Howell says the city's only had one complaint. "The only thing 
we've ever had issues with was phone calls, that was like, we're tracking it in our 
house," Howell said. "Honestly that's really the only complaint we've ever 
gotten." Whether coal ash will be able to be used in the future depends on 
whatever rule the EPA finalizes.  
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Schools, 
Community, 
Bullying 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 24 130A 30 min. Iowa lawmakers are hoping to stop bullying both inside and outside of schools 
with a new bill. It would give schools more power to intervene and investigate 
bullying outside of school including on social media sites. Local officials say they 
would only step in now if the bullying was affecting learning inside school walls 
and they say schools can only do so much. "I think it has to be what we can 
handle, what we can control," Garfield Elementary counselor Candy Reed said. 
"We can control maybe what happens within our building, during our school day. 
I'm not sure about the rest of the day, I think that would be very difficult." The 
proposed legislation calls for training to help administrators and teachers 
recognize the signs of bullying. Lawmakers say they hope to pass the bill 
sometime in the next month.  

Government, 
Taxes, 
Education 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 24 130A 30 min. The one percent sales tax is projected to generate $11.5-million for Rock Island 
County students if voters approve the tax in March. In Henry County, the new tax 
is expected to bring in $3-million for students. The Geneseo School District 
expects to receive $915-thousand of that total. Before it spends a dime, the 
school district wants the community to guide it. "It was like a college campus 
compared to this," Ryan Tulcus said. Geneseo High School sophomore Ryan 
Tulcus says his old school in Texas was much bigger than here. He wants the 
school board to add a wing on the high school to ease crowding. "The hallways 
are all compact, it's like hard to get through, a lot of people have to walk real 
slow to get through," Tulcus said. The original section of the high school is over 
50 years old. The district's architect says work is needed to fix accessibility 
issues, repair roofs, and update old heating and cooling systems at nearly all the 
schools with the money to begin tackling these jobs now. The school board's 
vice president says the district wants community guidance first. "Are they looking 
to have more technology? Are they looking for a fine arts center, better sports 
facilities?" Geneseo school board V.P. Jackie Mickley pondered. Demands on 
the district are plenty. Some want a fine arts facility. One of the elementary 
schools lacks enough space for gym class. Everyone wants safe buildings. 
Mickley says this is the first time in her ten year tenure, new money has come to 
the table. "This is the first since I've been on the board, since I've been on the 
board we've been deficit spending every year," Mickley said. The meetings will 
ultimately result in formal recommendations to the school board as it charts how 
best to make repairs and design school facilities for a 21st century education 
system. Its students have a lot of wants. "It would be kind of nice to have more of 
a bigger, setting for our fine arts, because we only have a certain amount of 
space for art and space for band," student Jeremy Ryder said. A wish list that 
may come into reality as new tax dollars start flowing in.  
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Weather, 
Environment 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 25 130A 30 min. With the severely cold temperatures that have marked this winter, many people 
are wondering if the cold will at least kill off some of the more pesky insects that 
begin to plague us in the spring and summer. The jury is still out on the answer. 
Local growers we talked to said they were looking forward to the potential for 
smaller populations of some insects this year: "The insect pressure for white flies 
and tomato horn worms have been pretty high the last few years, and I'm looking 
forward to maybe not quite as high a pressure on that, and that we can have a 
good growing season," said Gwen Coobs, owner of Allen’s Grove Greenhouse. 
But when it comes to the question of whether the extreme whether actually will 
make a real difference in the insect populations this spring, the answer is 
"maybe".  "We'll just have to wait and see," said Scott County Extension 
Horticulturist Duane Gissel.  "I mean it will probably have an impact, some 
impact on it, but probably not as much as we are hoping for," he said. Gissel 
says insect survival rates depend on everything from the species of bug to where 
its spends the winter and what the rest of the season brings. For example, 
insects that over winter in the soil usually live through even deep frosts, because 
they just burrow deeper into the ground. "So it doesn't always impact them, but it 
certainly could," Gissel explained.  Ticks, which spend the winter in leaf debris in 
high grass, can also usually make it through the extremes, too. Same goes for 
water-dwellers. A lot of mosquito eggs can survive the entire winter in sub zero 
temps, only hatching when the environment is suitable. "There are some adults 
that are out there that have found some spots to try to overwinter," Gissel said. 
Of course, some insects, like the Marmorated Stinkbug and Asian Lady Beetle, 
try to find warmer hideouts inside our homes or under the siding on our houses 
to escape the winter weather. "It may impact the populations on those if it gets 
cold enough," Gissel said, "as long as they haven't gotten far enough into the 
wall cavity of our homes to stay warm."  One pest population that likely will be 
impacted is bagworms, which have moved north into our area over recent mild 
winters. The moths lay their eggs in cocoons in junipers and other evergreens, 
and their name-sack 'bags' provide very little protection from the extreme cold.  
"So if you've been having trouble with bagworms in your landscape, it probably 
will impact them. You'll see lower numbers," Gissel said. It's hard to say how 
cold would ever be cold enough to actually kill off the heartiest bugs, though. 
Ongoing research, especially on the Emerald Ash Borer, has been delivering 
mixed results. "Right now, we really don't know for sure, but we're hoping," 
Gissel said. "It's wait and see on most all of them," he added. Keep in mind, 
even if the insect population is down by the end of this cold winter season, it 
won't take much time at all for the bugs to repopulate and bounce back to their 
normal numbers. And, it’s also important to keep in mind that there are 
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Weather, 
Environment 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS (continued) 

Feb. 25 130A 30 min. some beneficial insects we *want* to survive the winter. Bees and other 
pollinators are big for crop production -- and even a lot of the caterpillars are an 
essential part of young birds' diets. We'll see how they all fared whenever we 
finally warm up. Gissel says the cold weather will have an impact on some 
plants, too. We could certainly lose some Japanese Maples and other less-
hearty species, and it's already pretty certain we won't have any peach crop in 
Iowa at all. Those buds are killed off by any temperatures under 18 degrees in 
the winter. This winter, 18 degrees feels balmy.  

Community, 
Crime 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Feb. 26 130A 30 min. Efforts by Muscatine police to decrease crime in the city have so far been 
successful according to a new crime report. Officers attribute the decline to a few 
programs they've developed like the street crime unit, coffee with a cop and the 
night shift program which puts more of an officer presence at bars. Business 
owners say they can also see the difference in the community and welcome the 
extra police presence. "It does kind of keep people aware that they're safety is 
important not only to the bar, but the city," Boonies on the Avenue's Mike Kleist 
said. "They're looking out for us." Muscatine police say they will continue to use 
these programs as long as crime continues to go down.  

Laws FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 3 130A 30 min. The Iowa legislature considers allowing gun owners to use suppressors. They're 
meant to help reduce the sound of gun noise but won't completely silence it. The 
measure moves to the house but even if it becomes law, getting a suppressor 
may not be easy. A gun store would have to get a special license to carry it and 
buyers would have to fill out federal documents, get finger-printed and submit 
paperwork to the federal government.  

Crime, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 3 130A 30 min. FBI and local authorities are investigating a string of three bank robberies. From 
surveillance footage of the three suspects the FBI believes one or two individuals 
are working together. The first man robbed Citizens State Bank in Oxford 
Junction, Iowa last February and the second man robbed that same bank later in 
July. The third man robbed Ohnward Bank in Baldwin, Iowa just over a month 
ago. Three trucks are being sought by the FBI and witnesses as getaway 
vehicles.  The first two are from the robberies in Oxford Junction and the last in 
Baldwin. "These have been violent take-over robberies," FBI Supervisory Special 
Agent Mike Kitsmiller said. "On two of the robberies, the individuals come in with 
the guns drawn, they're ordering people onto the floor, putting the employees in 
the vault and terrorizing the people in the bank before leaving." The FBI says 
they think the robbers live in those areas because of their knowledge of rural 
roads on their getaway routes. The two banks that were robbed are each offering 
$25-thousand rewards for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
person responsible for the crimes.  
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Community, 
Local High 
School Athletics 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 3 130A 30 min. A few days into March and another record low temp to start off with Monday 
morning. It was also starting day of some Spring sports for local high school 
teams. But they might have to get creative until they can actually get out into the 
fields they normally play on. "I'd always rather be outside. The first week really 
doesn't bother me too much in the gym because we can get a lot done in here. 
But after the first week it gets pretty old for the coaches and for the kids," said 
Rock Island/Milan High School Softball Coach Steve Ebner. The team started off 
its season running drills and fundamentals in a gymnasium Monday because 
their normal softball diamond is blanketed in snow. Ebner thinks they'll be lucky 
to play on there in about three weeks and the team's first game is scheduled in 
two. Practicing indoors has a couple of limitations like working on outfield skills 
and fly balls. "It's kind of depressing there's all this white snow outside. This is a 
hot sport, we're supposed to be sweating," said Kyrsten Plohr, a senior player. 
For several other outdoor sports like baseball, girls soccer and boys tennis it's 
the same snowy situation. Players say being inside can be beneficial. "Diving 
back to first sometimes we can't really do it outside because the ground isn't too 
soft, we could hurt ourselves and this way it's a little more fun," said player 
Jasmine Ragusi. Some indoor practice spaces have been tied up with events 
recently too so athletic directors say teams will be practicing where they can. 
They'll make the most of it though, and be as ready as they can for when they're 
able to actually hit the fields. The Rocky softball team's first game is the 17th 
against Bloomington-Normal. Coach Ebner said he offered to travel his team 
there when that day comes if the weather is better to play in.  

Community, 
Nature 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 4 130A 30 min. There's a moose on the loose in Cedar County. A local farmer spotted the 
moose on his property at around seven this morning. He called a Cedar County 
conservation officer. Then, word traveled quickly in the county with a population 
of just around 18,400. Some residents say they searched for an hour, others 
until sundown and that they'll be back tomorrow. They say this is the first time 
they've headed out to track down a moose in this area. "When I saw it, I really 
didn't think that's what I really saw," Laura Baker said. "I didn't really tell anybody 
because I thought no, there's really not moose in Iowa." Conservationists say the 
moose likely traveled here from up north in Minnesota or Canada.  
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Economy, 
Government, 
Taxes 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 4 130A 30 min. Bettendorf city leaders are moving forward to seek funding for a new sports 
complex. The Spencer Creek Sports Facility would be equipped with Olympic 
size pool, hockey rinks and areas used to play basketball, volleyball, and 
gymnastic tournaments. In addition to the facility, the city is considering putting a 
hotel, business park and shopping center in the Spencer Creek area but those 
new attractions could create competition with other facilities in the area. "The 
Quad Cities is a great area, but it can only support so much," Davenport Mayor 
Bill Gluba said. "There's only so much disposable income the public has so you 
gotta be careful and not duplicate efforts."  The city agreed to apply for $62-
million through the Iowa Economic Development program. The program would 
redirect a portion of the state's share of hotel and sales taxes to reinvestment in 
new developments.  

Community, 
Business 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 5 130A 30 min. A landmark building in the QCA will be getting a complete makeover. The Lodge 
Hotel in Bettendorf is converting into a DoubleTree by Hilton. They'll be spending 
over $17-million getting rid of the Bavarian or "castle-style" theme of the hotel 
and turning it into a contemporary design. The hotel's general manager has been 
working there for 12 years now and he says it's been a long, difficult journey 
getting to this point. "We've been talking about different things to do with the 
property for a number of years," Lodge GM Ray Stoddard said. "Business at the 
hotel has been declining. The property does need renovation and we looked at a 
number of different options and the best option that we found was to go high, go 
big." The hotel will remain open during most of the renovations which begin end 
of the summer. The goal is to have everything finished by the start of 2015.  
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Education, Job 
Training 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 5 130A 30 min. Welders can't seem to get their hands off of tools and machinery. "Yeah, I like to 
work with my hands," Black Hawk College student Steve Scobee said. Next 
year, Black Hawk College students will have access to a new center that staff 
say will strengthen their skills. "We already got new machines, but  these 
machines are going to be bigger," student Jason Knight said. "There's some 
things machines can't do, and you need a welder that can perform just as good 
or better than the machine." "I'm excited about it," Scobee said. "Hopefully, I'll be 
an alumni and come back and visit, and participate in that kind of stuff. It'd be 
neat." The new, 15,000-square-foot facility will have three labs, one of which is 
virtual. Students say that's not bad, especially compared to their current facility in 
town. "It's a basic old welding shop. I mean, it’s dusty, a little dingy, but we make 
do with what we got," Scobee said. The college's East Campus Vice President , 
Chanda Dowell, says there was need for change. "Over the past several years, 
our welding enrollments have grown substantially, and we basically have 
completely outgrown our current facility," she said. Dowell says they're building 
the center with a regional focus in mind, not only to attract students, but also to 
develop the local welding industry. "Our end goal is to create skilled welders that 
are employable, and where they choose to be employed is really a personal 
choice," Dowell said. However, Scobee says he wouldn't mind staying right here, 
in Kewanee. "If I could get a decent job somewhere around here when I'm done 
with school, yeah, I'd consider sticking around for a while," he said.  

Community, 
Economy 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 5 130A 30 min. It's months before we see thousands of runners hit the streets in Davenport for 
the Bix 7 road race but organizers held a kick- off event for the QC tradition. The 
goal for the 40th anniversary year is to get 20,000 people involved. Organizers 
say one way they hope to attract runners is giving active duty US military 
members free registration. A couple thousand soldiers are expected to take 
advantage. "We've had over twenty thousand people in the race before but it's 
hard to sustain that number and why we need to do few new things to bring more 
people in," Bix 7 race director Ed Froehlich said. "We just don't have a large 
enough population base to sustain year after year." Of course the plan is to keep 
all the tradition alive that comes with the race. Runners will tackle the course on 
July 26th.  

Economy, 
Government, 
Business, 
Environment 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 6 130A 30 min. More than thirty area community leaders are in Washington D.C. discussing jobs 
and how to bring more of them the Quad Cities. It's another push to get the Q.C. 
recognized as a regional manufacturing innovation hub. Senator Charles 
Grassley say they also discussed other issues including one that he says could 
greatly impact Iowa. "The EPA regulation on the clean air ozone requirement 
regulation and if those regulations were to go through, every community in the 
state of Iowa would probably be a pollutant. So that would be very detrimental to 
economic development," said Grassley. The group also discussed transportation 
and infrastructure like the I-74 bridge and as well as the importance of the Rock 
Island Arsenal.  
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Politics FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 10 130A 30 min. Illinois Republican Gubernatorial candidate Bill Brady makes a stop in Moline 
while touring on his campaign trail. He says Republican voters should consider 
this question before voting the primary. "We need candidates like that, 
embracing principles of the Republican Party for the people of Illinois to move 
our state forward." Along with Brady, state Senator Kirk Dillard, businessman 
Bruce Rauner and state treasurer Dan Rutherford are also seeking the 
Republican nomination for Governor. Incumbent Pat Quinn also faces a 
challenger on the Democratic ticket, activist Tio Hardiman. The primary election 
is Tuesday, March 18th.  

Infrastructure, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 10 130A 30 min. A multiple vehicle accident snarled traffic on Interstate-80. It happened just after 
one this afternoon near the 292 interchange. Authorities say Department of 
Transportation crews were signaling drivers to change lanes so that they could 
do some patch work on the road. Traffic began to slow down, then a tractor 
trailer rear-ended a travel trailer being pulled by a pick up truck. The pick up 
flipped over and police say that caused a chain of collisions involving four tractor 
trailers, one pick up truck and a mini-van. No one was seriously injured.  

Illegal Drugs, 
Crime, Health 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 11 130A 30 min. Heroin overdoses are rapidly on the rise that is according to US Attorney 
General Eric Holder but there is a way to help combat these overdoses with the 
use of a drug called narcan. Area hospitals carry it but now holder is pushing to 
get it in the hands of first responders across the US, possibly saving more lives. 
Quad Cities first responders are already ahead of the efforts saying they've been 
using it since the 80's and explain to us how it works. "Basically it reverses the 
respiratory depression and level on consciousness of the patient," EMS system 
coordinator at Genesis, Chris Webster said. But they say they don't just use it for 
heroin overdoses. It's more widely used for prescription drug abuse. Right now, 
police in Illinois are authorized to use the drug but Iowa police are not.  



KGCW-TV 1ST QUARTER 2014 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

BURLINGTON TELEVISION ACQUISITION LICENSING, LLC 

Description of 
Issue 

Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 

Community, 
Neighborhoods, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 11 130A 30 min. The LeClaire City Council has been addressing problematic properties for years, 
as part of their nuisance abatement program. They set aside a budget to make 
sure homeowners clean their yards. Some neighbors say that how they feel 
about living next to a junk-filled yard depends on the type of junk. "I'd be okay 
with it, as long as it wasn't garbage, like garbage bags full of garbage," resident 
Christina Cornett said. "I'd hope that people would try to resolve their differences 
civilly between each other before they would get the government to intervene," 
resident Jesse Anderson said. Anderson says most LeClaire yards aren't 
nuisances. "The majority of yards that I see throughout town, as well as my 
neighborhood are pretty well kept, the same way that I'd keep mine," he said. 
However, others have noticed nuisance properties, and have complained to city 
council. "It makes people be nice to their neighbors, nice to the city, by cleaning 
up their yards and getting rid of the old junk that sits around," LeClaire Mayor 
Robert Scannell said. The nuisance abatement program launched last May, 
targeting more than 50 properties. Mayor Scannell says a lot of the homeowners 
took their warning letters seriously, cleaning up their yards themselves, and 
leaving most of the $50,000 clean-up budget untouched. However, he says 
some properties didn't remain clean for long.  "If they won't do it, then that's what 
that money was put in from the council, that we're going to go after them and 
make sure that they do it," he said.  The winter paused last year's cleanup. "We 
never really got the project actually going full-force because it was in the middle 
of the year, middle of the summer, when we actually started it," he said. Now that 
the snow is disappearing, the mayor says the city isn't going to wait. "We'll go in 
with a dumpster if they don't take care of it," he said. This year, he says, they're 
going to take care of dozens of homes.  

Community, 
Economy 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 12 130A 30 min. There's a big change for this year's Quad Cities Criterium bicycle race. The QC 
Bicycle Club announced it will be moving to a new course in the Village of East 
Davenport. It's previously been contested in both Moline and The District of Rock 
Island.  Each year on Memorial Day, close to 600 participants travel from around 
the Midwest. Davenport city officials are excited about having it and say they'll 
work to make sure the course is ready to go. "We really want this race to be 
successful, we really want this race to be safe," Davenport Public Works Director 
Mike Clarke said. "Knowing that the bicyclists are traveling at fairly high speeds 
with fairly high pressure small tires, we're gonna pay a lot of attention to making 
sure the surface itself doesn't have a lot of linear cracks that could throw those 
front tires off and cause an accident." The course start and finish line will be 
located on 11th Street ascending into the hills of McClellan Heights before 
plunging back down 12th Street to the finish.  
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Community, 
Infrastructure, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 12 130A 30 min. We've been telling you of the potential for ice jam issues on area waterways and 
this scene on the Green River is exactly what we've been talking about. It even 
led to a levee breach near Colona, Illinois. Joe Swan is the Colona township 
supervisor but he's also a homeowner. He says he expects around six feet of 
water in his backyard by tomorrow morning. This year's winter brought 
abnormally thick ice blocks as you might've seen near creeks across the Quad 
Cities and, on the Green River, the blocks built up and couldn't pass under the 
bridges causing the water to fill up and overflow, kind of like a tub. When this 
happens, the floods reach farmland and roads something Swan says is a major 
issue. "The main concern is safety for people," Swan said. "They don't want 
people driving through flood waters. If they go off the ditches, there's 8, 9, 10 
feet of water on each side." That's why, he says, River Road was closed today. 
He also says the floods destroy the road. The city resurfaced it already this year, 
but if it gets damaged badly again, he says it could cost the city around $100-
thousand. Hydrologists tell us ice jams are an ongoing possibility with the 
recently melting since the abnormally cold winter made the frost depth thicker 
than usual.  

Government, 
Economy, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 12 130A 30 min. Davenport city council members voted unanimously to go after a share of $100-
million coming from the state and it's "Reinvestment District Program". If the 
application is approved this is what that money would help pay for. A 25 acre 
spread near Interstate 80 and 74 including a handful of components, specialty 
retail, an outlet mall, a 200 room hotel complex, a continuous wave aquatic 
facility and a theater performance venue are expected. All of it is expected to 
brings millions to the city, county and local school districts along with one-
thousand jobs. While some residents stood up to question the cost, aldermen 
say at this point they are approving an application. "This is extremely 
competitive. The major municipalities throughout the state are looking at this. For 
us to be successful we have to score at least 70 points out of 100," Alderman 
Barney Barnhill said. "There are seven criteria, two of those are 25 points, 
uniqueness and economic impact. It seems to me this is not an easy thing, we 
have no guarantee that we're going to be successful." Bettendorf and Muscatine 
are also pitching projects to the state. Applications are due by the end of the 
week with preliminary approval set to come in June.  

Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 13 130A 30 min. Bettendorf police are getting a lot of tips in reference to a dog bite investigation. 
It happened Tuesday evening near Mark Twain Elementary School. Police say a 
loose dog described as a German Shepard bit a 13 year-old-boy on the arm. The 
dog's owner was there with another dog and did get the animal off the boy but 
police say the owner left the scene. "We've got some leads and possibly video 
surveillance that we're looking at now with that and talking to the victim we're just 
going to follow up on leads and possibilities we have," Bettendorf Capt. Keith 
Kimball. Their main concern finding out if the dog was updated on its rabies 
otherwise the victim will have to undergo vaccinations.  
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Safety, 
Environment 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 13 130A 30 min. The town of Morrison, Illinois spent much of today preparing for possible flooding 
on nearby Rock Creek. Earlier today, water levels were three to four feet from 
coming out of the banks. Community members helped with sandbagging efforts. 
The owner of a local car dealership says his business has been flooded twice 
before. "We're kind of hoping it keeps slowly melting off and that it continues to 
flow pretty fast down to where it won't affect us," Mark Schuler of Schuler Motors 
said. Another trouble spot: along the Wapsipinicon River in rural Scott County. 
There's recently been an ice jam by old Highway 61 in Long Grove. Eventually 
some broke free and the level dropped.  
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Economy, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 13 130A 30 min. The competition is heating up for 100-million dollars in state funds. Muscatine 
officially throws its hat into the ring, as council members vote Thursday to apply 
for a share of monies from the Iowa Reinvestment District. The three-part plan 
has been in the works for two years. Local developers are planning to change 
the face of downtown Muscatine by tearing down one building and putting up two 
more, all connected by skybridges. They'll fill an empty lot and a vacant building, 
building on the last available lot right across the street from the Mississippi River. 
"This is really the last piece of the puzzle that is going to put our downtown on 
the map, so to speak," developer Ann Meeker says. She and husband Tom 
Meeker's Riverview Suites Development plan calls for a six-story, 100-room 
hotel, complete with a pool, spa and rooftop garden to help bring in visitors. "It'll 
help all the small businesses and you know how they struggle," Meeker says. 
"We have 13 locally owned restaurants in our downtown. The more people that 
come, the more business they'll get, and they'll be more solid." She says already 
solid businesses, like HNI, will benefit as well, according to a recent consultant's 
study. "He discovered there is around a million dollars a year that leaves this 
community because we don't have the quality of hotel that our corporations 
want." Visitors staying at that hotel will be able to park in a new ramp and gather 
at a new convention/ events center. It's a former furniture store, right now 
housing an exhibit by a Chinese photographer. Mayor DeWayne Hopkins says, 
"You know, Muscatine has, over the past two years, been part of a stellar 
relationship with the People's Republic of China." Community leaders hope that 
will grow, and tell us they are hoping it plays a part in the way the state scores 
this project. The most points will be awarded for uniqueness and economic 
impact. And they say this will have both, on a local and global scale. Amy Bakke 
is the Creative Director at the Stanley Foundation and a member of the Mayor's 
Muscatine China Initiative Committee. She says, "So many of the Chinese that 
come here, we don't have a place to entertain them. We don't have a place to 
hold any functions that are big enough. So it's exciting to think that there would 
be a place like that." It would be part of a 41-million dollar project. And phases of 
it will happen regardless of what the state decides. But 10 million dollars in funds 
will ensure the Riverview meets the developers' vision. Applications are due by 
March 15th. Developers say the CEO of Muscatine's chamber is driving this one 
to Des Moines on the 14th.  
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Infrastructure, 
Environment 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 17 130A 30 min. Ice jams on the Rock River are causing flooding concerns for surrounding 
residents in Whiteside County. "That ice jam situation is going to pose a threat 
here for a little while," hydrologist at the National Weather Service, Maren Stoflet 
said. The ice jam in Como, IL and others around the county are a concern. Last 
Friday, Rock Island county were looking into an ice jam on the Rock River in 
Moline. Today that threat seems to have decreased yet officials say it's a 
problem they will continue to watch because that could change. "I think the risk 
for ice jams, we knew was high this year because of the thickness of the ice on 
the river and knowing there was enough snow to be melted in parts of the Rock 
River basin," Stoflet said. Hydrologists say it's hard to indicate exactly when an 
ice jam will break or when flooding will happen.  

Community, 
Crime, Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 17 130A 30 min. Saturday's St. Patrick's celebrations turned out to be a bit chaotic for one 
downtown Davenport bar. A stabbing at Shenanigans sent 3 victims to the 
hospital and lead to the arrest of David Ramm. Now the owner of that bar is 
talking about the commotion which started in the bathroom and says although he 
had six security guards at the bar, he says the situation could have quickly been 
resolved had it started somewhere else. "If that would've happened anywhere in 
here, besides the bathroom, we would've been on it before it even happened 
because if he had been pushing people around, he would have been out of here 
before his hand was even in his pocket," Shanannigan's owner Don Davison 
said. The owners says on a normal Friday and Saturday business night, security 
conducts a pat down check on all visitors.  

Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 17 130A 30 min. A busy weekend for local law enforcement with many agencies stepping up 
presence for St. Patrick's Day festivities and some of that continues. Officials 
consider the extra efforts to keep the roads safe so far successful. Early Monday 
evening, Bleyart's Tap in the East Village is full of St. Patrick's Day patrons. For 
some, the celebrations are continued from over the weekend... "Watched the 
parade, got out of there early, probably a good thing," Adam Jennings said. 
"Everybody likes to celebrate, hopefully they're doing it responsibly and having a 
good time," Deborah Riessen-Hanghian said. Responsibly is the key what local 
law enforcement have been focusing on the last few days with extra presence 
whether on patrol, during Saturday's parade, or working off-duty at businesses. 
"We had numerous impaired driving arrests, some involving drugs. the best part 
is no serious injuries from the weekend's events," Iowa State Patrol's Sgt. Scott 
Drechsler said. Iowa State Troopers in this area handled a couple of alcohol 
related accidents. A half dozen driving under the influence, a handful of other 
alcohol related violations like open container in vehicle, and about 20 under-age 
drinking citations.  
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Highway Safety FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 18 130A 30 min. Incredible video released out of Johnson County of two officers who narrowly 
missed being crushed by a pickup truck. It happened last week on I-80 in 
Johnson County as state troopers were investigating another crash when out of 
nowhere a pickup truck slams into his squad car then goes air borne! Turns out, 
a semi-truck hit the pick-up, causing the truck to hit the squad car. Incredibly, no 
one was seriously hurt. Police call this video a good reminder of how important it 
is to slow down when emergency responders are on the scene.  

Community FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 18 130A 30 min. Small doses of spring-like weather lately, haven't been enough for many local 
spring sports teams. Illinois high school baseball and softball seasons are set to 
kick off this week but games are already being canceled. The frigid weather we 
had created several feet of frost underneath the ground of the fields. Now, it's 
more of a wet and muddy mess. "A lot of times, these are conference games, so 
our non-conference games are tough to get in because they are giving up their 
dates and we are giving up our dates and so it becomes a real mess here," 
Moline Athletic Director Todd Rosenthal said. Illinois high schools have to be 
done with regular season play by early May while Iowa doesn't even start their 
season until summer.  

Elections, 
Community, 
Taxes 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 18 130A 30 min. Supporters of the one percent sales tax for schools in Rock Island County were 
disappointed that the proposition failed to pass. The mood here has been pretty 
light as the numbers have been coming in. Organizers of the "Yes Makes Cents 
For Students" campaign say they've done what they can to try to get support the 
measure, going door to door, making calls and posters and they trust the voters 
to turn out in force to vote in favor of the tax hike. Those efforts paid off with at 
least one 'yes' vote from a first time voter we talked to earlier today. Under a new 
law in Illinois, 17-year-olds can vote in this primary as long as they'll turn 18 by 
the General Election in November and one 17-year-old Moline High School 
student we talked to says the school funding referendum question was the big 
reason she chose to vote today saying she knew first hand the difference the 
sales tax funding would make. "Sometimes the learning environment is really 
stressful because of the heat so having AC would totally benefit the learning 
environment," Ali Imming said. Critics of the sales tax hike for schools say it 
would just send shoppers to Iowa to spend their money but supporters say the 
measure would lower property taxes for Rock Island County residents.  
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Taxes, 
Government, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 19 130A 30 min. Rock Island County residents shot down a referendum question to raise the 
sales tax for public safety funds. The proposal would have increased the current 
tax of 6.25% by a quarter of a percent. The extra money would have only been 
used for public safety like the sheriff's department. Now officials say budget 
meetings will start earlier this year to figure out a solution. "We'll do some 
brainstorming. hopefully find cost-saving solutions and find some different 
revenue streams we haven't had to look at or rely on before," RICO board 
chairman Phil Banaszek said. He says he expects the board will want to come 
back to this as a source of revenue down the road. The earliest they could put it 
on the ballot again is this November.  

Community, 
Infrastructure, 
Environment, 
Weather 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 19 130A 30 min. The flip flop in temperatures is contributing to the rise in river levels as the Rock 
River near Joslin has risen back above flood stage. The National Weather 
Service says it's the result of ice action. At 6:30 p.m. We were at the 84 bridge 
over the Rock River and there was ice flowing down the river. Earlier in Joslin 
the water was flowing downstream then caught the ice at Lundeen Landing. The 
National Weather Service has issued a flood warning. The Rock River is 
currently at 12.9 feet. Flood level is 12 feet. Around 8 a.m. today it was at 12, 
then went down to 11.6 around 9 a.m. This means that over the past 8-9 hours, 
the water level has increased over a foot to 12.9.  

Crime, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 20 130A 30 min. A 2-hour standoff ends with the arrest of a Davenport man. It happened around 9 
a.m. this morning on the 200 Block of East 12th Street. A sheriff's deputy was 
trying to serve an eviction notice on 52-year old Scott Strohbehn from an 
apartment building when Strohbehn fired his gun. Scott County sheriff's deputies 
and Davenport police surrounded the area, quickly making a secure perimeter. A 
tactical team went in at one point but it did take nearly 2 hours to get the man 
out. The property owners say he is happy no one was hurt and surprised this all 
happened the way it did. "I couldn't believe the way it turned out to go like it did, 
that he did that," Larry Smith said. "I thought he'd open the door for the sheriff." 
Strohbehn eventually surrendered peacefully. He now faces charges of 
intimidation, assault with a dangerous weapon and reckless use of a firearm with 
property damage.  

Crime, Safety FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 20 130A 30 min. A wanted woman accused of being a part of a shoplifting ring with juveniles 
returns to police custody once again. According to police, 25-year-old Jalissa 
March has been arrested multiple times. Today she sits in a Scott County Jail 
after being wanted for ramming a Moline squad car. Police say March was in the 
parking lot of Southpark mall while three juveniles were inside stealing for her. 
March proceeded to bash into a police car, then drove away, and left the 
juveniles behind. Moline police's Lt. John Hitchcock says during March's 
getaway she hit and dragged an officer but that officer is okay.  
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Crime, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 24 130A 30 min. A boy was injured at East Moline's Millennium Park this afternoon, cut on his 
hand by a razor blade. Police say about a dozen razor blades were glued to park 
equipment. Police say the blades were glued on with a white, putty-like 
substance. You can clearly see the outline of a blade on several pieces of 
equipment at the park, the monkey bars, climbing wall, the slide. Police say they 
also found several blades on the ground, possibly fallen off of the equipment. 
Officers say they responded to Millennium Park at around 12:45 p.m. They went 
with the injured boy's father, where they then found the blades. They say they 
removed all of them, checking back later in the day in case there were any more. 
They say also checked for blades at all of East Moline's parks. "We don't have 
reason to believe that there are any other razor blades any place else, but we 
wanted to check out, just to make sure, and so far, we have not found anything 
else in any of the parks," East Moline Police Lt. Brian Foltz said. The boy's father 
treated him at home and no other injuries have been reported at this time. Police 
say East Moline parks are typically safe and parents tell us they plan to keep 
their eyes peeled. Police ask anyone with any information regarding this incident 
to contact them or crime stoppers.  

Crime, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 24 130A 30 min. A recent stabbing near a Davenport strip club is causing some concern among 
residents and city leaders. On Saturday, 22-year-old Christian David Wood was 
found lying in the parking lot of Chorus Line after being stabbed. He later died at 
the hospital. Police say they are investigating the crime and aren't sure where 
Wood was when he was stabbed but this isn't the first time the club has seen 
trouble and city leaders say they have noticed an influx of people coming over 
the club after 2 a.m. because the club remains open after all the bars have 
closed. "We've observed this over the last couple of weeks," Davenport 
Alderman Bill Boom said. "We've actually had some discussion about developing 
some strategy on how to deal with this." Boom says police consistently patrol the 
area around the club. We've reached out to the owner of Chorus Line but so far 
we have not received a response.  
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Community, 
Government, 
Technology 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 24 130A 30 min. The city of Davenport could be jumping on the broadband bandwagon. More and 
more cities are offering Internet capabilities as a utility. It's something the 
Davenport already taps into internally. Davenport sits right on top of the cross-
country fiber optic network carrying the Internet making for very fast web 
capabilities. A lot of city vehicles already have their own wireless connections for 
example, but the idea now is to share these capabilities with the public. One idea 
is to provide a low speed of wireless Internet to the whole city for free, then sell 
higher speeds to people and companies needing more connectivity. It could be 
new revenue stream for Davenport and some think it would be a draw for people 
and businesses. "Offering a certain level of free Internet access is very important 
and I think if somebody is going to make money on it it should be the people who 
set up the infrastructure, the city and taxpayers should benefit that versus a 
private entity," said Joe Erenberger a business owner and landlord. "Davenport 
back in the day was the center of innovation. With this type of broadband 
capacity we might be that again," said Alderman Bill Boom. The city has been 
laying miles and miles of its own fiber optic cable any time a street is opened up. 
It's in the preliminary stages but officials are working with a consultant to draft 
new digital policies for council to consider. They'll have to study costs and what 
it's going to take to make all the connections for public access. Some city 
officials and staff will attend a broadband summit in Austin, Texas the first week 
in April to learn how other cities have been implementing services like this.  

Safety, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 25 130A 30 min. We have learned that a Bettendorf High School senior involved in a traffic 
accident in Davenport this morning has died. It happened on the 26-hundred 
block of River Drive around 7:45. Police say a pick-up truck and car were 
traveling eastbound on the street while an SUV was going westbound. 
Authorities say the driver of the SUV lost control, crossed the center line and 
was hit by both other vehicles. The driver of the SUV, Natalie Munoz, was taken 
to a local hospital where she later died. Authorities say it does not appear that 
road conditions was a factor in the crash but the accident remains under 
investigation.  
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Education, 
Schools, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 25 130A 30 min. The first of two public meetings was held tonight on some potential schedule 
changes for local schools. The Davenport Community School District is looking 
to start elementary and middle-schoolers earlier in the morning and high 
schoolers later. Right now there many different start times across the district's 
schools. Superintendent Dr. Arthur Tate explains why. "It could've been 
transportation," Tate said. "We're guessing that sometimes that happens, that it's 
easier for transportation. But one school that had twelve days less if you added 
up all the hours in the year of instruction than other schools and that's just not 
right. We need to equalize it and maximize it for every school." Doctor Tate says 
research shows that high schoolers need more sleep and that starting later in the 
day at 8:50 is more in line with their natural biological clock.  He says getting 
more rest helps achievement in school and also makes it safer for them to drive. 
School officials say after school activities won't be affected by the later start.  
The next public meeting is at West High School tomorrow night at 6.  

Community FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 26 130A 30 min. It's a tragic loss that seems unreal to the family and friends of Natalie Munoz. 
Yesterday, the 18-year-old passed away after car accident on River Drive in 
Davenport. "Just a really neat young lady who worked tremendously hard and 
she was very proud," Bettendorf principal Jimmy Casas said. "Wanted to 
graduate from high school. Wanted to graduate early. Wanted to start college. 
Wanted to get moving on with her life." The principal says Natalie graduated 
early from high school just this Monday and was ready to start classes at Scott 
Community College, Tuesday. Natalie's locker at Bettendorf High School is filled 
with decorations and messages in memory of her life. Those close to her say 
she was loving and smart but they'll never forget the mark she left on their lives.  
"I remember Natalie as kind, generous, she always had a positive attitude every 
time I saw her," sophomore Madison Preisser said. "She had a smile on her 
face, and she was just really nice." Natalie not only made an impact on 
Bettendorf students but she also is being remembered by the community. A 
student at North Scott says the student body plans to wear black and gold in her 
honor this Friday. In the meantime, guidance counselors are available for 
students at Bettendorf.  
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Community, 
Safety, Crime 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 26 130A 30 min. A Bettendorf man is in trouble with the city after officials say he failed to report a 
dog bite. It happened on the Mark Twain Elementary School playground area. 
Police say a 13-year-old boy was bit on the arm by a German Shepard that was 
not on its leash. The owner, Kirk Young, 46, tells us he was present during the 
attack. He says he brought the dog back home, returned to the school and did 
not see the boy. "By that time, I figured he went home, and I could've came 
home and, you know, called the authorities or whatever, but I just, I freaked out," 
Young said. "I was scared they were going to put both of my dogs down."  Now 
Young faces city code ordinance charges of failure to report a dog bite-owner's 
duty and animal running at large.  The dog has also been declared a vicious 
animal and Young has been ordered to remove the dog from the city by the end 
of the month. Young says he has accepted the penalties and plans to send the 
dog to Arkansas tomorrow.  

Economy, 
Business 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 26 130A 30 min. A set of historic buildings in downtown Davenport are about to get a new lease 
on life. A real estate deal closed yesterday giving developers the go ahead to 
turn Hibernian Hall on the 400 Block of Brady Street into high-end apartments. It 
also means the end of a era for a long-time antique store there. There are 
probably many memories as there are trinkets and treasures in Ron Bellomy's 
Riverbend Antiques. "Like they say if you really love what you're doing you don't 
ever work," Bellomy said. "I never had a day where I had drudgery about coming 
down here."  It's been his life for nearly 43 years, getting to appraise items like a 
World War II German helmet and sell pieces coming from all over the world or 
right here in the QCA. "This is Lindsey Park," Bellomy said. "That's a really neat 
piece of history." Also steeped in history, the several buildings make up the 
complex date back to 1830 and are all on the national register of historic places. 
Now, developers plan to breathe new life into them creating 17 loft apartments 
and two store fronts with project consultant Joe Erenberger who's worked on 
several downtown building renovations. "Something a little different we'll be 
doing up and down lofts so you'll get an off-set so you'll get all the light in here, 
Erenberger said.  And because of the historic status of the buildings a big part of 
the restoration is to bring the facade back to its formal glory. "Anything that can 
keep original, we'll go through and keep any plaster we can keep," Erenberger 
said. "Any of the main features." A yoga school and a beauty salon will likely 
remain as tenants and one front room may keep a small portion of the antiques. 
But for Bellomy, he knew it was time to move on. "I didn't sell it reluctantly. I 
didn't sell it with a heavy heart," Bellomy said. "I sold it with a lot of joy." With the 
closing of his doors, the closing of chapter in his life and for the community but a 
new beginning just like he's given thousands of antiques off these shelves. "For 
the people who are sad come on down and get a piece of Riverbend," Bellomy 
said.  
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Infrastructure, 
Community, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 27 130A 30 min. The long-awaited Interstate 74 bridge project across the Mississippi River still 
has a few years to get underway but officials are now saying it will be done 
sooner than we thought. Many drivers and nearby businesses are looking 
forward to less time dealing with construction headaches. Originally, the work 
was projected to take a total of eight years. It then was scaled back to five. Now 
officials say they've shaved off another year off of that, possibly more. "That's 
definitely a long time from eight to four years of less detours, less headache, less 
hassle for the guests coming to join us at the restaurant," said Shaun Staron, 
Assistant Director at Johnny's Italian Steakhouse in Moline. Many downtown 
Moline businesses see a lot of customers coming from across the river and vice 
versa. It's expected to be a drastic impact once work gets going, but there's 
some relief hearing there's a shorter construction schedule. "Then the hassle will 
be out of the way and business can get back to normal as soon as possible," 
said Staron. Squeezing all the work into a shorter time frame though will mean a 
lot going on at once. 'There will be detours on the road systems and in the 
downtown areas. There will be some ways we'll have to detour as we cross the 
river," said Denise Bulat, Executive Director of the Bi-State Regional 
Commission. Accelerating the work is not just about reducing traffic disruption, 
it's about maintaining costs on what's become a $1.2 billion project total. 
Different agencies have been meeting on a regular basis to fine tune the design 
and plan of action and next month the public can get closer look at how it's all 
going to affect them. "Folks will be able to see different stages of the project, 
when certain sections will be built," added Bulat. Public meetings will be held on 
April 23rd at the iWireless Center in Moline and on the 24th at the Waterfront 
Convention Center in Bettendorf, both 4 to 7 p-m.  

Healthcare FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 27 130A 30 min. Parents of children who suffer from epilepsy or other seizure disorders are 
looking for something that would help their children cope. Now some Illinois 
lawmakers are pushing to allow those kids to use medical marijuana. Tina 
McDermott says her son suffers from Dravet syndrome. He suffers from 
multiples episodes per day and he takes up to 3 medications to control it but 
Tina says the syndrome is hard to control with the medicine and she's already 
started researching the benefits of medical marijuana.  "Medical marijuana would 
help seizures decrease a lot," McDermott said. "I know that from talking to other 
parents of Dravet kids." Tina lives in Iowa now and is considering moving to 
Illinois if lawmakers approve the measure. It passed out of committee on 
Tuesday and will be heard on the Senate floor next.  
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Crime FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Mar. 27 130A 30 min. It happened once again. Thieves break into QC Auto Service in Davenport. It's 
the 4th time in 6 months but this time, it was caught on security cameras. It 
happened around 8 o'clock last night. The suspect shakes the gate trying to 
open it. It's locked. So the unknown male climbs up the fence and jumps over 
the top of it all to steal valuable metals from the scrap bin. "We've got it in an 
environment where it's locked and closed and signs with no trespassing, but it 
doesn't matter," QC Auto Service owner Dan Elias said. "They just have a way to 
get in there and steal the items." Authorities believe thieves take the metal 
hoping to sell it but Iowa also has a scrap metal law to help curb theft cases. It 
requires sellers to show a valid photo ID and employment information at the 
scrap yards.  

Government / 
Economy 

AG DAY Jan. 3 530A 30 min In our dairy today report, following on that farm bill discussion, Jim Weismeyer 
says there will be a new dairy safety net but it likely won't include any supply 
management language. The Senate's version of the farm bill includes potential 
production controls if a producer opts to sign up for margin protection.  
Weismeyer says house speaker John Boehner has been against the program 
from the start and will likely get his way in a final bill.  

Economy AG DAY Jan. 9 530A 30 min Low national supplies, bad weather and somewhat steady demand has cattle 
prices surging to start the New Year. Helping drive those prices higher are 
supply concerns. The winter storm and cold weather slowed weight gains in 
feedlot cattle. Animal transportation was also heavily impacted. That has packers 
and feedlots paying higher prices in order to secure livestock. This current price 
rally that's been going on since mid to late December.  

Government AG DAY Jan. 10 530A 30 min In Washington, a meeting of all farm bill negotiators is still expected this week 
but there remains some uncertainty around the bill. The four principal negotiators 
are struggling to resolve the remaining differences.  Fights over payment limits, 
country-of-origin meat labeling and dairy reforms will likely see more 
disagreement in the full conference committee.  

Alternative 
Energy 

AG DAY Jan. 10 530A 30 min While the EPA considers lowering the mandated amount of ethanol blended into 
U.S. crude, exports of the biofuel are on the rise. The U.S. shipped 82 million 
gallons in November--much of it to Canada, the Philippines and Brazil. However 
china also took its first delivery since 2002. Total exports are up 54 percent from 
October.  

Government AG DAY Jan. 14 530A 30 min In Washington, the U.S. Supreme Court says it won't hear a lawsuit filed by 
organic growers against Monsanto. The organic seed growers and trade 
association filed what they call a pre-emptive lawsuit against Monsanto--hoping 
to ensure protections from legal action if GMO traits cross pollinated with their 
organic crops. A lower court threw out the case, ruling in Monsanto’s favor after 
it promised not to sue organic farmers for trace contamination. The Supreme 
Court said that decision is good enough and refused to hear a challenge.  
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Economy AG DAY Jan. 16 530A 30 min Cold weather, slowing daily gains and the smallest national herd in six decades 
are all working together to keep cattle markets setting new records. Choice 
boxed beef is also in uncharted water pushing up against the 220 dollar mark. 
Much of this run is weather related. Last week's cold slowed the daily weight 
gains of livestock throughout the Midwest as herds require more energy to stay 
warm. With the fewest cattle in the country since 1952, commercial beef 
production is expected to fall more than 5 percent this year according to USDA. 
Oklahoma state livestock marketing specialist Derrell Peel says these high 
prices have strong support.  

Government AG DAY Jan. 20 530A 30 min The farm bill moves closer to the finish line after a major provision involving milk 
was "dumped" from consideration. On Thursday the National Milk Producer’s 
Federation said passage of the farm bill was unlikely because of their supply 
management provision which NMPF helped author. That provision would require 
dairymen to limit milk production if supplies got too high. Because of push-back 
from house speaker John Boehner, NMPF says another plan is needed.  

Government AG DAY Jan. 23 530A 30 min Federal safety regulators say they want to clarify their stance about regulating 
on-farm grain storage. As we mentioned, OSHA spoke out after a group of 
senators sent a letter to the Department of Labor. Nebraska senator Mike 
Johanns has been the leader on this. He says this is just another instance of 
regulatory overreach by the current administration.  

Energy AG DAY Jan. 27 530A 30 min Supplies of propane and propylene in the Midwest fell by more than a million 
barrels last week. With a little more than 10 million the Energy Information 
Administration says that's the lowest level for mid-January since it started 
keeping track back in 1993. Some in the industry are already predicting January 
may be the coldest month for the lower 48 in the new millennium.  

Government / 
Public Assistance 

AG DAY Jan. 29 530A 30 min One of the big sticking points throughout this process - especially from non-farm 
lawmakers - dealt with the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance program. This final 
version of the farm bill would cut eight billion dollars. Washington insiders say 
many Senate democrats are likely to be unhappy with the food stamps measure, 
which cuts roughly twice as much as senators approved in May. But the cuts are 
far less than what republicans pushed for on the House side.  

Government AG DAY Jan. 31 530A 30 min The new farm bill - if approved by the senate - provides some relief for struggling 
ranchers. It restores USDA’s livestock disaster programs. Those programs are 
intended to help producers, like the South Dakota ranchers who lost thousands 
of head of cattle by the freak October blizzard. If passed by the Senate, the new 
farm law would compensate farmers and ranchers for losses in 2012, 2013, and 
subsequent years. The livestock indemnity program covers 75-percent of the 
market value for excessive livestock losses because of adverse weather.  
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Government AG DAY Feb. 4 530A 30 min Later today, the Senate is scheduled to vote on the 2014 Farm Bill. The House 
approved it last week. The bill ends direct payments for farmers, but expands 
crop insurance options and creates a permanent livestock disaster assistance 
program and funds a livestock gross margin insurance program for dairy 
producers.  

Environment AG DAY Feb. 6 530A 30 min National Cattlemen's Beef Association has also been very vocal about their 
opposition to EPA's proposed changes in the clean water act.  That debate 
heated up in Washington D.C. yesterday. This time it was around how some 
Texas Ag groups fear the changes could hinder farmers and ranchers ability to 
operate.  

Government / 
Economy 

AG DAY Feb. 10 530A 30 min The President coupled the farm bill signing with the announcement of a plan to 
boost exports. The White House calls it "made in rural America'. Obama says he 
wants to connect rural businesses with federal resources that can help sell their 
products and services abroad. As part of the initiative, agriculture department 
staff in all 50 states would be trained to advise on export opportunities. Last 
fiscal year, Ag exports totaled 141-billion dollars.  

Health Issues AG DAY Feb. 17 530A 30 min Eating healthy can be difficult, especially if you don't get enough of your leafy 
greens.  Ed Wolff with Texas Farm Bureau introduces us to one southwest 
Texas family who has been helping Americans balance their diets for 90 years.  
In food and your family, purchasing soda in California could come with a warning 
similar to what cigarette packages have today. That's because one state senator 
is proposing a bill to put warning labels sugar-loaded drinks.  

Economy AG DAY Feb. 18 530A 30 min Water was at the heart of the President's visit to California last week. That state 
is in its third year of drought and water resources are a growing concern. The 
President focused on disaster aid and is prompting the region to begin preparing 
for these types of situations. The President made his comments at California 
farmer Joe Del Bosque’s farm. Agday visited Del Bosque last spring where he 
told us each year he struggles to have enough irrigation water. He says it's that's 
because environmental regulations standing in the way. Del Bosque sells fresh 
produce to large chains like whole foods. So it's an annual battle to find enough 
water to supply all of already contracted acre and crops.  

Public Safety AG DAY Feb. 25 530A 30 min Railroads that haul crude oil shipments have reached an agreement with U.S. 
transportation officials. There have been several accidents involving oil trains. 
The DOT urged rail companies to adopt wide-ranging voluntary safety measures. 
One such rule calls for railroads to slow down oil trains through major cities. The 
government also wants increased track inspections and improved emergency 
response planning along routes that carry oil. According to the associated press, 
the agreement does not address concerns over ethanol.  
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Health Issues AG DAY Feb. 28 530A 30 min The food and drug administration wants to make significant changes to food 
labeling. The agency wants the labels to reflect what people actually eat and not 
what they "should" eat. The FDA says this would help consumers by showing 
them what they are really ingesting. Here's a sample label that FDA created, you 
might notice the bigger font used for calories and serving size. They've also 
added a new line that shows how much additional sugar you'll be eating. FDA 
opened a 90 day comment period on the proposed label changes.  

Economy AG DAY Mar. 3 530A 30 min Are Mississippi and Louisiana the new North Dakota? Oil companies are hoping 
to hit the jackpot in the Tuscaloosa marine shale formation, which could hold 7 
billion barrels.  A find like that could have a serious impact on communities big 
and small. Reporter Kelly Daschle says some locals are already feeling the 
boom.  

Global Issues / 
Economy 

AG DAY Mar. 7 530A 30 min The U.S. is moving towards economic sanctions against Russia for its action in 
Ukraine. The grain markets are paying close attention as Ukraine is the world's 
number three exporter of corn and number five in wheat.  In today's Profarmer 
profit briefing, chip Flory and Brian Grete join us to look at where the instability in 
the black sea region could take these markets.  

Economy AG DAY Mar. 11 530A 30 min In food and your family, the world's farmers have a huge task in front of them 
over the next 30 years. That's because food production must increase by 60 
percent, or food shortages could cause wars and social issues in developing 
countries.  

Economy AG DAY Mar. 13 530A 30 min Is the U.S. the new Saudi Arabia of oil production? New deposit discoveries and 
the use of fracking has the U.S. on pace to displace Saudi Arabia as the world’s 
top oil producer. The change could have big impacts on things like OPEC and 
U.S. foreign policy.  

Government AG DAY Mar. 17 530A 30 min U.S. agriculture secretary Tom Vilsack spent Friday morning at the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture. The focus of the hearing is the 
USDA budget. The secretary talked at length about the new farm bill and the 
programs its supports. He also spent quite a bit of time discussing the food 
programs that make up roughly 80 percent of the department's budget.  

Economy AG DAY Mar. 19 530A 30 min As we reported Tuesday, milk prices in Chicago remain in record territory. 
Surging U.S. dairy exports are wiping out domestic supplies. The U.S. dairy 
export council says January sales were up nearly 20%...cheese shipments are 
nearly 50 percent higher than a year ago. The council says roughly 15 percent of 
U.S. production is now being exported. Milk prices are up about 20 percent this 
year, in spite of dropping back a few cents in Tuesday’s trade.  

Global Issues / 
Economy 

AG DAY Mar. 21 530A 30 min President Obama addressing reporters at the White House in regards to Russia’s decision to annex 
the Crimea region of Ukraine. Most of the increase in sanctions involves key individuals in Russia 
and a large bank. However as the President suggested, other sectors of the Russian economy may 
be targeted as well. While agriculture hasn't been specifically mentioned, experts say it's not out of 
the realm of possibilities especially for the livestock and meat sector.  

 


