
KGCW-TV 4TH QUARTER 2014 QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

BURLINGTON TELEVISION ACQUISITION LICENSING, LLC 

There follows a listing of the significant issues responded to by KGCW-TV/DT, Davenport, IA-Rock Island-Moline, IL, along with the most significant programming 
treatment of those issues for the period October 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear 
does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 

Description of 
Issue 

Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 

Health, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 1 2:30A 30 min. Even though health professionals say the risk is low of ebola coming here to this 
area it's something area hospitals are preparing staff for just in case. Doctor 
Loreen Herwaldt is the epidemiologist at University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. 
She says the facility has had a bio-emergency plan in place for years and it's 
something staff are used to thinking about. "Given that we're in a university town 
and we have a lot of people who travel, we have a lot of people from lots of 
different parts of the world, we need to be prepared," said Dr. Herwaldt. Because 
of that she can't count out the chance that ebola could come here. However, Dr. 
Herwaldt emphasizes the general public does not need to be alarmed because it 
is not an airborne illness. Hospital staff have been doing a lot of preparation 
especially on identifying an ebola patient. They are modifying screening 
protocols and learning the symptoms so they can ask the right questions when 
patients present with fever. It would involve a lot of staff to ensure an ebola 
patient is handled safely. An ebola patient's room would need constant 
monitoring. Staff would also need to use the right protective equipment to keep 
anything from spreading. "Particularly that they know how to take it off safely, 
because it's very easy to contaminate yourself when you're taking the equipment 
off," she said. Because the mortality rate is so high there's no room for error. But 
Dr. Herwaldt is confident the hospital has the ability to handle it in the event they 
had to and keep staff and other patients safe. Officials from both Genesis 
Medical Center and UnityPoint Health Trinity say the facilities are also prepared 
with CDC recommendations like a screening process for the symptoms of ebola, 
as well as isolation rooms and personal protective equipment.  

Community, 
Safety, Power 
Company 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 2 2:30A 30 min. Imagine coming home after a day of work to a smelly and strong odor. That's 
what some people in LeClaire and Pleasant Valley experienced today. In fact 
people at the Davenport Country Club and Steventson's Restaurant were told to 
evacuate and one resident says she got strict instructions to stay safe. "She said 
don't touch anything, no light switches, don't pick up or answer the phone," 
Suzanne Hall said. "Don't turn anything on or off and to take your animals and 
leave the house. You want to get as far away from the house as possible." 
MidAmerican officials checked homes and businesses. They say the smell came 
from a newly installed gas line. Crews were conducting a planned odorization.  
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Infrastructure, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 3 2:30A 30 min. Another delay for the re-opening of Centennial Bridge. The Illinois Department of 
Transportation is saying they won't be able to make their latest deadline of 
October 10th. Now it could be days or even a week past that date until it's re-
opened. IL-DOT said the biggest issues keeping the bridge closed this long are 
now repaired. But there are a few more things left to do that will keep it from re-
opening. Drivers have been dealing with the closure for two months now and 
many that we talked to today say they're not surprised about the added delay.  

Infrastructure, 
Community, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 6 2:30A 30 min. With the date to re-open the Centennial Bridge pushed back yet again, many 
people are still having to take alternate routes and spend a lot of time stuck in 
bridge traffic. Right now, the I-74 bridge project is only in the second construction 
phase out of five. It includes the road and ramp closures happening in Moline 
right now, with plans for Bettendorf street closures that could last until 2016. The 
River Drive exit into Moline has been closed since early September 2014, along 
with River Drive from 19th to 23rd St. The suggested detour is about 0.5 miles 
away, on 7th Ave., but some drivers say it's taking them longer to get where they 
need to go. I-74 project manager Doug Rick says the Illinois DOT, which is in 
charge of that project, is relying on good weather to make that happen. "They 
had the funding available, so it was critical to get it going," he said. After the 
winter, Rick says the construction will shift to Bettendorf. At a Committee of the 
Whole Meeting Monday, he showed city leaders and a few members of the 
public what to expect. "Starting next year, we'll be working on the realignment of 
streets in Bettendorf," Rick said. Unlike Moline, he says major roads, like State 
and Grant streets, won't be too involved. "There will be some temporary closures 
for some side roads, but through traffic will always be able to get through there," 
he said. "We're lucky that we have a one-way pair system so we are able to 
keep State street unaffected for the project until the very end of the project." Rick 
says all cities involved have been cooperative, and Bettendorf council members 
expressed their excitement for the project at the meeting. Rick says they're 
planning on creating a central management team to help with the construction 
schedules. By 2021, the $1.45 billion project will all amount to a brand new 
bridge. "In the end, we want to have a project that is built soundly and it's a 
good, reliable bridge," Rick said. To make way for the new bridge, this winter, the 
BP gas station on the corner of 14th and State St. in Bettendorf, and the 
Crescent Cleaners on Brandt and 13th, will be demolished, along with a building 
on 11th St. between Sate and Grant. Ross' Restaurant is scheduled to come 
down in August 2015.  
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Economy, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 7 2:30A 30 min. Production for one manufacturing plant is coming to an end. Robert-Shaw in 
Hanover will close its doors in September 2015 when it moves its production to 
Mexico. This means 170 employees will be out of work. Residents we talked to 
say morale in the town is down. "A small town like this can hardly take a blow 
like that and a lot of people depend on this," resident John White. "It's probably 
about the only employer here," John Ness said. "I imagine it'll turn into another 
ghost town." The company says it will work closely with its employees throughout 
the transition. The Hanover Village President tells us they will work to find 
someone else to use the factory once it's vacated.  

Crime, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 8 2:30A 30 min. A car-jacking turns into a police chase which ends with two teens in custody. 
Police say the two Guatemalans, 16 and 17, escaped a facility in Des Plaines 
around 6 this morning, hijacking a car there and making their way to Moline and 
Walmart. Officers say that's where they ordered a 91-year-old veteran out of his 
car and took off in it, ramming another car on the way out of the parking lot. Iowa 
officers initiated a short pursuit this afternoon, deploying stop sticks on Interstate 
80 near Iowa City, arresting the teens. They say no one was hurt. "I mean the 
91-year-old veteran was a little shook up but actually he did everything right 
when he gave them the car," Moline Detective Scott Williams said. "He didn't try 
to fight 'em.'" Police say the surveillance video at Walmart helped them identify 
the suspects. Now they are awaiting charges from Moline and Des Plaines. 

Community, 
Health 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 13 2:30A 30 min. More than 4,000 people have now died from the Ebola virus and the number of 
cases continues to climb around the world. The CDC says this is the largest 
Ebola epidemic in history, with widespread transmission in the West African 
countries of Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. "It is not easy for us to sleep and 
eat in peace when people are dying every day," Isaac Carr explained. Carr has 
lived in the Quad Cities for more than a decade now. He moved here in 2003 to 
escape the civil war in Liberia. He is among thousands of Liberian refugees living 
in the QCA, including a couple hundred living in the QC metro and another three 
or four thousand in the Muscatine area alone. Carr is president of the Illinois 
chapter of the Grand Gedeh Association in the Americas, and is working through 
that organization and others to organize local and regional efforts to get much-
needed food and supplies to people in need in Liberia. Ebola only spreads when 
a person is sick and a person will only get sick within 21 days of exposure to the 
virus.  

Politics, Election, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 14 2:30A 30 min. It was a big night in the races for the highest offices in both Iowa and Illinois as 
the candidates running for governor in each state faced off in debates three 
weeks from Election Day. And, some Iowa voters are already getting a chance to 
cast their ballots. Clinton County hosted its first satellite voting hours Tuesday 
evening at the new Clinton County Satellite Office in DeWitt. More than 60 voters 
turned out.  
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Local Amenities, 
Entertainment, 
Community, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 15 2:30A 30 min. The changing face of Davenport's riverfront, front and center at city hall 
Wednesday night. From the ballpark to the casino, it was up for discussion. A 
land-based casino has been a contentious proposition for years. Now it is 
focused on a specific location and having a first reading at the council meeting. 
And it was a packed meeting. Many neighbors have been vocal for months about 
their opposition. They say they're not opposed to the casino, just opposed to one 
in their backyards. They say traffic will increase and their quality of life will only 
decrease if the casino is built at the intersection of Interstates 80 and 74. But city 
leaders reminded them, the City did not pick this location. The Riverboat 
Development Authority approved developer Dan Kehl and Scott County Casino, 
and Kehl picked the site. At the podium, he told aldermen and the audience, he 
did that only after hiring a consultant. And, he says the consultant originally 
looked at four locations, determining the intersection of Interstates 80 and 74 
would be best for the casino, as well as Davenport and its residents. Kehl says, 
"Quite simply, no other location in the Davenport area shares this site's potential 
for long-term economic growth. The proximity of this site to a major retail corridor 
and the future River 80 Development District represents a tremendous 
opportunity to bring new tourism dollars into the development community and to 
the state of Iowa." Rezoning the location will get its first vote next week. It will 
take three votes for the re-zoning to go through. City leaders will also be talking 
about the casino's final development plan. Meantime they are also talking about 
a new amusement on the riverfront. The next ride to come online at Modern 
Woodmen is supposed to be a carousel. But so far, that has come in over 
budget. And some are questioning just how many extra things should be coming 
to the ballpark at all. City leaders say the lowest bids are significantly over the 50 
thousand dollar budget. The lowest is more than $115,000, more than double the 
budget. So aldermen are looking at letting the Finance Director negotiate for a 
better bid. Some say this is where the amenities should end, but the team's GM 
says they attract fans. "We know everybody in the Quad Cities, they're not die 
hard baseball fans," Andrew Chesser tells us. "They come out for the food, for 
the ferris wheel, for the end game entertainment. And the amusement side, 
that's a big part of this as well." "We have the greatest ball park in the country," 
Alderman Bill Boom says. "And it's a ball park, it's not an amusement park. And it 
looks like we are trending towards the other. To me, it's confusing. We are 
supposed to be playing baseball." The Alderman says he is waiting to hear from 
constituents. The Bandits GM says attendance is up about 300 fans per game 
because of these amenities. And he says, while he would welcome more of 
them, at some point there just won't be room. There are parks on two sides of 
the stadium, train tracks and a river on the other two. Carousel funding is part of 
an amendment to the lease agreement between the City and Main Street 
Baseball, which owns the team.  
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Election, 
Referendum 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 16 2:30A 30 min. When Illinois voters take a look at their ballots on November 4th they'll notice 
three referendum questions. The first question asks voters if all health insurance 
plans in Illinois should cover birth control. The second asks if millionaires be 
taxed at a higher rate than everyone else and the third questions voters if the 
minimum wage should be raised to ten dollars. These question are non-binding, 
meaning no matter how you vote, the measure won't take effect. But legislators 
are looking at your answers to see where residents stand on these issues.   

Election, Politics, 
Government, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 20 2:30A 30 min. With Election Day now just over two weeks away, the candidates running for 
Governor in Illinois faced off again in their third and final televised debate. Both 
came out swinging. "That's how he made all this money," Gov. Pat Quinn said. 
"He's made a fortune out of the misfortune of laying off people and I think the 
best way to create jobs is what I'm doing." "Governor Quinn has been the 
"Outsourcer in Chief" for the state of Illinois," Bruce Rauner said. "He has 
pushed jobs out of Illinois on a massive scale." Jobs and the economy, among 
the many topics covered by Democratic incumbent Governor Pat Quinn and his 
Republican challenger Bruce Rauner on stage in Chicago, each trying to 
convince voters he's the best man for the job. The latest poll from Southern 
Illinois University shows this contest too close to call. Forty-one-percent favor 
Pat Quinn and 39-percent favor Rauner, with a 3-percent margin of error.  

Health, Education FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 21 2:30A 30 min. A handful of local health professionals took dozens of calls through a hotline 
here at the station on Ebola. One viewer question: how long can the virus live on 
surfaces? Experts say it depends on several factors, including how sick the 
infected person is. "It would depend on the environment, how warm it is or how 
cold it is," Unitypoint's Angel Mueller said. "UV light kills the virus." Many other 
concerns had to do with symptoms, risk of exposure with traveling, or food 
coming from Africa. One health professional also fielded questions on Facebook 
including: what are local hospitals doing to prepare? The answer is that 
screening protocols and isolation plans are in place. The panelists tell us they 
think today's hotline help to reassure callers of the very low risk of Ebola to this 
area.  

Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 22 2:30A 30 min. Davenport city leaders fast-tracked a plan to allow coyote hunting within city 
limits. It involves tweaking the city's weapons law so that bow hunters can shoot 
coyotes during deer season as well as use of shotguns on ten acre pieces of 
farm land. A conservation officer took questions at a work session Thursday 
night and said this a proactive way to address the growing coyote population. 
City leaders took their second vote on the rule change tonight and then decided 
move ahead with third consideration, unanimously adopting the rule change.  
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Election, 
Government, 
Community, 
Politics 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 23 2:30A 30 min. Former Republican Congressman Bobby Schilling is trying to win a rematch 
against Democrat Cheri Bustos. They met in the second town hall put on by the 
Rock Island County branch of the NAACP. Audience members were asked to 
submit questions to the moderator, who then asked the candidates. The event 
was packed. Schilling and Bustos have had only one debate this cycle, so voters 
were hungry for more answers from the two candidates. Topics ranged from the 
economy with questions like how have you brought jobs to the area? How do 
you make the QCA thrive? To health care with the question do you support the 
law, if not do you fix or repeal it? But the first question out of the gate, was the 
Rock Island Arsenal. "Not only did we get one provision done but we got all three 
of them done that the Arsenal was looking for from my previous two 
predecessors," Schilling said. "I was pretty darn proud of that." "We've been able 
to garner $110-million for the Arsenal just this past year to make sure they can 
stay competitive, with the private sector," Bustos said. Many people in the 
audience were wearing their candidates shirts, showing their support, clapping 
for questions they thought their candidates did best to answer. Many of them 
have already made up their minds before this election day but there are still 
people trying to weigh their options on this race. They say tonight's town hall was 
useful as they look at their vote means for their future. "If jobs are going 
overseas, that essentially could be my jobs working for John Deere," Xavier 
Keen said. The candidates did their best to separate themselves respectfully 
from each other. There were a couple elbows thrown on missed votes, or 
legislative records but for the most part, the candidates are running on their 
records, for voters to decide which is best for them.  
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Election, Politics, 
Government, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 27 2:30A 30 min. The countdown continues to Election Day and with just over a week to go, big 
names in national politics are lending their star power to local candidates this 
week. On Monday, both Speaker of the House John Boehner and Vice President 
Joe Biden headlined campaign events in Davenport. Their visits kicked off a 
week of political events in the QCA featuring heavy hitters from both sides of the 
aisle as the Republicans and Democrats fight for critical seats that will help 
determine majority control of Congress. Speaking at a Get Out the Vote rally at 
the Scott County Republican Headquarters, Speaker of the House John Boehner 
was calling on GOP supporters to help the party gain the majority in both houses 
of Congress with this election. The event Monday evening marked the final of 
three stops in Iowa for the Republican from Ohio as he works to help rally the 
base in House districts that could help determine the GOP's vote margin in 
Congress. At this stop, Boehner was showing his support for Dr. Mariannette 
Miller-Meeks in her campaign for Iowa's 2nd Congressional District seat, while 
pushing for wider Republican support. But, while Miller-Meeks and Iowa 
Senatorial candidate Joni Ernst were getting help from the nation's number three 
on Monday, the country's second in command was also in town to stump for their 
opponents. Vice President Joe Biden headlined a Democratic grassroots event 
at Modern Woodmen Park, showing his support for incumbent Congressman 
Dave Loebsack (D - IA 2nd Congressional District) in his race for re-election and 
for Congressman Bruce Braley (D- IA 1st Congressional District) in his bid for 
the open Iowa Senate seat.  

Economy, Local 
Business, 
Community, 
Halloween 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 28 2:30A 30 min. The pumpkin business is booming this fall and with a few days left before 
Halloween families are still out search for the perfect pumpkin. Owner of the 
Buffalo Pumpkin Farm, Bob Kautz says he has something for everyone and is 
passionate about having several activities available. They've been open for 15 
years and Kautz says business has been growing, especially because he 
provides a social gathering for family and friends. "I think Halloween is 
becoming, nationwide, probably the second most popular holiday we have and I 
see it in the increase in business and families," Kautz said. Kautz says he's seen 
a 20-percent increase in new people coming to his farm this year and pumpkin, 
squash and gourd sales are up, too.  
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Voting, Election, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 29 2:30A 30 min. Last week we told you that some Rock Island County voters complained they 
had trouble voting while using the electronic voting booth. They claimed they 
would try to vote for their desired candidate but the machine would switch it to 
the opponent. Rock Island County Clerk Karen Kinney says they've received 
minimal complaints about the touch-screen issue but say they've re-calibrated 
the machine in question. Some voters today say they didn't have any issues but 
still want to make sure the election process is fair. "I hope that people get down 
to the bottom of it, so that we can really feel like we live in the United States with 
a comprehensive and fair voting system," voter Maggie Schoonmaker said. 
Karen Kinney says election judges from both parties are there at the polls to 
assist anyone who is having problems while voting and paper ballots are always 
an option if someone is feeling uncomfortable with the electronic voting method.  

Infrastructure, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Oct. 30 2:30A 30 min. Another project, in the works for years, gets a financial boost. Illinois Governor 
Pat Quinn in Moline today, announced a $10-million investment to speed up 
construction on the southern approach to the I-74 bridge. The money comes 
from the "Illinois Jobs Now" capital construction program and is part of the five-
year plan. This lets the on-ramp on the Illinois side be built at the same time as 
the new bridge, as opposed to after the span is complete. "It's huge, I live in 
Moline, work in Bettendorf, so I'm across that two or three times every day," said 
Moline Mayor Scott Raes. "It's not user friendly. It will be." No word on a timeline 
for the Iowa approach yet. Construction on the new $885-million, six-lane bridge 
is supposed to start in 2017 and wrap up four years later. It's expected to create 
more than five thousand construction jobs.  

Military, 
Community, War 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Nov. 18 2:30A 30 min. A special reunion for members of a local military company returning home and 
their loved ones. The 339th Military Police have been gone for almost a year. 
They spent the last few months serving in Guantanamo Bay. Family and friends 
greeted them with balloons and hugs and some of the soldiers were introduced 
to new family members who were born after they were deployed. Loved one say 
they are just happy to see the soldiers return home. This was the fourth tour for 
the 339th and second time at Guantanamo Bay. They have also served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  

Education, 
History, 
Community 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Nov. 19 2:30A 30 min. People at the Rock Island Library learned about Civil War troops that operated in 
the area. A guest speaker talked about the 108th Colored Troops that were 
stationed at what is now the Rock Island Arsenal. All of the 980 troops were 
former slaves, coming here from Kentucky and Tennessee while white soldiers 
were paid a dollar a day black soldiers, like the ones in the 108th regiment were 
paid fifty cents. After fighting as union soldiers, many decided to live here. "They 
did migrate back here after the war because this was free territory," speaker 
Virgil J. Mayberry said. "There were jobs and money here and opportunity, 
people took advantage of it." A fourth generation grandson of a 108th soldier 
was in attendance. He is a fireman just like his grandfather was after serving. 
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Crime, Safety FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Nov. 19 2:30A 30 min. 41-year-old RJ Kapheim has been has been arrested and charged with 
possession of an unregistered firearm in Washington D.C. The whole thing 
started around one o'clock Wednesday afternoon. Kapheim approached Secret 
Service officers and told them somebody instructed him to drive to the White 
House. That conversation took place along 15th street to the east of the White 
House. Kapheim eventually took Secret Service officers to his car which was 
parked south of the White House. He let the officers search the car, and that's 
where they found the a 30-30 caliber rifle, six-inch knife, and additional 
ammunition in the car's trunk. Kapheim was arrested and charged with the 
weapons charge. Police impounded the car. Kapheim remains in custody and 
more charges are pending. A search of court records in Scott and Rock Island 
counties turned up no criminal or civil cases in his past. If he had any cases 
expunged from his record, those would not appear. Scott County records show 
he owns two homes in Davenport, one of which neighbors say he rents out. His 
LinkedIn page says he works for Heim LLC, which appears to be a design firm of 
environmental clean up equipment. Iowa Secretary of State records show the 
business is registered to Henry Kapheim. A D.C. Corrections Department clerk 
says their records show Kapheim has not been transferred into their facility as of 
Wednesday night. The clerk says it's most likely Kapheim is being held in a 
courthouse detention center awaiting an arraignment.   

Politics, Economy FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Nov. 20 2:30A 30 min. Governor-Elect Bruce Rauner is already making his presence known in the 
Illinois legislature. Lawmakers cut their first week of the fall session short 
Thursday, without action on raising Illinois' minimum wage. At the capitol Rauner 
called on outgoing Governor Quinn to freeze all hiring and appointments in the 
final weeks of his term but Quinn's office wouldn't commit to a freeze.   

Law, Crime, 
Riots, Race 
Relations 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Nov. 24 2:30A 30 min. Officer Darren Wilson will not be indicted in the shooting death of Michael Brown. 
The decision from the grand jury was announced earlier tonight. Since August, 
the country has watched protests erupt in Ferguson, Missouri over the death of 
Michael Brown. The teenager, unarmed, when he was shot and killed by a police 
officer August 9th. For nearly three months, twelve jurors have reviewed the 
evidence and testimony surrounding the case. As crowds began to gather in the 
area earlier, Missouri's Governor called for peace, along with civil rights activist 
Jesse Jackson, hopeful protesters would remain calm following the grand jury's 
decision. "Together, we are all focused on making sure the necessary resources 
are at hand to protect lives, protect property, and protect free speech," Missouri 
Governor Jay Nixon said. "Shoot to apprehend, not to kill," Jackson said. "He 
was shot six times and left to die in the streets and bleed to death. And there is a 
sense that people feel that retaliation may respond. I hope that we chose to go 
the higher ground." At least nine votes would have been required for an 
indictment. He still could face a justice department investigation for possibly 
violating Brown's civil rights. Brown's family asked for four-and-a-half minutes of 
silence following the announcement.  
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Crime, 
Community, 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Nov. 25 2:30A 30 min. The man accused of starting the Rock Island District fire appeared in court. 
Jason Earl Anderson, 34, faces two counts of felony arson. There is question 
whether Anderson is able to stand trial and understand basic court proceedings. 
In court, his attorney says they will hire a doctor to do another evaluation. They 
plan to hire a doctor out of Springfield who works with people who are hearing 
impaired. Anderson is out on bond and will be back in court for another status 
hearing on January 6th.  

Economy FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 5 2:30A 30 min. Mercer County leaders say finances there are struggling. The county is living 
with a half a million dollar budget deficit. but with a newly expanded jail and two 
sheriff deputy positions that need to be filled, county leaders are trying to find 
common ground. The board is deadlocked on whether to hire the deputies or 
not. So now some are suggesting the county conducts an audit to examine each 
department and see where they can trim the fat. Without those two deputies, 
there is concern that a few areas in the county will lack adequate protection.  
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Economy, Local 
Business Growth, 
More Jobs 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 5 2:30A 30 min. The Dixon, Illinois, community hit the streets downtown on Friday night for the 
26th annual Christmas Walk, which offered everything from sleigh rides to free 
holiday treats and businesses staying open late. With plenty of new 
developments in the area recently, the community has a lot to celebrate this 
holiday season. For one thing, downtown businesses are celebrating the near-
completion of the city's streetscape project, with crews putting the final touches 
on the pavers in the coming weeks. The $6 million project covers 11 blocks and 
brings everything from new curbs and sidewalks to new benches, lighting, and 
parking spaces. City leaders they hope it all will help boost tourism and 
businesses downtown. "The people are happy; We have talked to the business 
owners, they are thrilled," said Jeff Kuhn, Dixon's Street Commissioner. The new 
streetscape is one of many developments the Dixon residents have to be excited 
about. "The economy is doing much better. Job growth is coming along pretty 
well," said John Thompson, CEO of the Dixon Area Chamber of Commerce. In 
fact, the Dixon area is seeing quite a few new jobs come in, from the Dixon 
Correctional Center expansion adding dozens of jobs to the ongoing expansion 
at the Borg Warner plant adding 50 more workers from start to finish, and SGS 
Refrigeration's recent announcement that it intends to grow its product lines and 
workforce soon, which in turn would likely boost demand and the employee force 
at AZZ Galvanizing. And that's not to mention the growth at the Sewer 
Equipment Company of America since that came to town, adding more and more 
jobs as it expands. "It adds to the vitality of the community," Dixon Mayor James 
Burke said. "Nobody is going to have a hard time finding a job around Dixon, 
Illinois." "It means good jobs for people; it means hopefully a pretty stable tax 
base," Thompson said. Local business owners who stayed open late for this 
year's Christmas Walk tell us they're hoping the new jobs will translate into new 
customers spending more money in their stores. "I don't know if we've seen a 
difference yet, but the growth is always appreciated," said Jamie Moore, co-
owner of Petals to Parties in Dixon. For now, Moore says her business is 
enjoying the extra boost in customers the Christmas Walk brought downtown, 
while many in the community are looking forward to a future that looks even 
brighter.  

Infrastructure, 
Housing for 
Seniors 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 10 2:30A 30 min. Davenport City Council members approved changing a zoning rule to allow a 
senior living project to move forward. The project is located along Crow Creek 
Road just east of Utica Ridge, along the Davenport and Bettendorf border. A 
Minnesota company wants to build a four story senior housing complex. 
Neighbors have raised concerns about increased traffic, water run-off, and 
lighting. The rezoning vote passed unanimously. City staff is still reviewing the 
developers plans, which is the next step in the approval process.  
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Flu, Community 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 11 2:30A 30 min. Some people in the Quad Cities have been coming down with the flu or with a 
gastrointestinal virus. Doctors at Genesis Hospitals say they've seen a recent 
increase of patients lately for influenza and that's why the want to remind 
everyone of ways you can prevent from getting it. They say wash your hands 
and remember to cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze. Doctors say if 
you have symptoms of cough, fever, runny nose and body aches, it's likely you 
have the flu. So if you don't have any pre-existing health conditions, doctors are 
encouraging you to stay at home, take fluids and ibuprofen and your symptoms 
should get better on their own. Vomiting, diarhea, and a fever are symptoms of a 
gastrointestinal virus, doctors suggest you cut back on the fluids, take sips of ice 
water or Gatorade.  

High Schools 
Team Up for 
Texting, Driving 
Safety 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 12 2:30A 30 min. The statistics are downright scary. Local law enforcement officers tell us texting 
makes drivers 23 times more likely to crash. It's why they're teaming up at two 
local high schools, hoping to drive home a message of safety. And that message 
was evident at Friday's big Bettendorf/Pleasant Valley basketball game. Players 
wore shirts reading "Park the Phone Before you Drive" and "One Text or Call 
Could Wreck it All". It wraps up a week of videos and discussions designed to 
increase awareness about the dangers of texting and driving. "It definitely has," 
PV Junior Carly Grimm tells us. "It's made me think what can actually happen 
and the effect on someone and the effect on the whole community." Organizers 
say it is a community-wide problem. They tell us teens aren't the only ones 
texting, hoping parents will put down their phones as well.  
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Infrastructure, 
Government 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 15 2:30A 30 min. The City of Clinton is set to approve an amended sewer plan to meet EPA 
guidelines but some council members say there's no money to pay for it. 
Clinton's "Clean Water Act" consent decree has already been amended once 
and now it's up for a second amendment. The EPA mandates all of the city's 
sewer and storm water lines to be separated by 2037 at an estimated cost of 
$130 million. City Council member John Roland says a large portion of the plan 
is unfunded and taxpayers may be affected. "The burden is unfair that's being 
placed on taxpayers," said Roland. "There's nothing in the decree and there was 
nothing discussed Tuesday night about how we're going to fund $43 million 
dollars worth of sewer projects," said Ed O'Neill, a city council member. O'Neill 
says that $43 million is to separate sewer and storm lines in Clinton's downtown 
and other projects. He's afraid Clinton's sewer rates, which are already the 
highest in the state, could be raised again. "Somebody's going to have to pay 
this bill," said O'Neill. "The idea of raising sewer bills another 20 or 25 percent to 
pay for this is not going to make it across my desk." Iowa's Attorney General 
have Clinton more time to complete the projects and amend it's decree. That's 
contingent upon a completed plan being approved by January 31st, 2019. 
Roland says a rate study done in 2012 suggests an average sewer rate of $96 a 
month up from the current average of $75. "I think it's ethically and morally 
wrong because the costs are too prohibitive," said Roland. "The courts are being 
used as a strong arm method to apply what I consider gross unfair treatment of 
the taxpayers of Clinton." "It can only get better if we just toe the line on it," said 
O'Neill. "So, we'll just have to see what my colleagues on the council decide to 
do." Roland says he believes raising sewer rates will come up during the next 
budget session that begins next month. Clinton's city administrator was 
unavailable for comment Monday. Currently, Clinton is owed about $3 million in 
unpaid sewer bills. If they're not paid, Clinton has received powers to shut water 
off to customers and the city is hiring a collections agency. The city council is set 
to vote on the amended decree during it's meeting Thursday at 9:30 a.m.   

Community, 
Holiday Giving 

FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 18 2:30A 30 min. Alcoa employees are in the holiday spirit, hoping to make the season a little 
brighter for hundreds of needy families in the QC. Employees and their families 
work together to pack 600 food baskets including a ham, vegetables, fruit bread 
and cakes. Those who help say it's important to give back during the holidays. 
"This is a tradition the goes way back," Rob Woodall said. "I think everyone 
wants to help in any way they can. This is a great opportunity." Alcoa employees 
raised nearly $18,000 for the baskets through individual contributions, 
department fundraisers and can recycling throughout the year.  
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Economy FOX 18 NINE O’CLOCK 
NEWS 

Dec. 23 2:30A 30 min. We're officially just a couple of days into winter but it doesn't quite feel like it with 
the lack of snow on the ground lately. Especially when you compare it to this 
time last year. Local plow companies say it's like going from feast to famine. The 
owner of On-Call Enterprises, Aaron Call, says plows haven't been out at all this 
month with about 75% less snow than they're used to at this time. It leaves 
businesses like this stretched thin. "If you don't prepare right for the year you 
might come up a little short financially," Call said. "So you kind of fill the coffers 
and hope for the best." Call said January and February are still usually busy 
months for the snow plow business.  

Economy / Gas 
Prices 

AG DAY Oct. 15 530A 30 min Meanwhile, harvest crews are getting a break at the fuel pump this year. 
Gasoline prices now at their lower level for this time of year since 2010. 
That year, prices were below 3 dollars a gallon. Diesel prices are now matching 
2012 levels.  

Economy / Jobs AG DAY Oct. 17 530A 30 min Meanwhile in the broader economy, it was another up and down day for U.S. 
stocks. A flurry of reports showing positive steps for the U.S. economy.  Jobless 
claims now at their lowest level in 14 years, and indications from the Federal 
Reserve it may continue its bond buying program.  

Environment / 
Health Issues 

AG DAY Oct. 20 530A 30 min The same day a new herbicide pairing Enlist Duo receives approval from the 
EPA, a lawsuit is filed to stop it. The Natural Resources Defense Council filing 
that suit hoping to reverse EPA's decision. The hill reporting the NRDC filed the 
suit claiming Enlist Duo would destroy monarch butterfly populations and pose a 
risk to human health.  The product was closely studied by the EPA and EPA 
officials say Enlist Duo passed multiple rigorous tests. The NRDC filed its lawsuit 
Wednesday in the court of appeals for the District of Columbia circuit.  

Environment / 
Health Issues 

AG DAY Oct. 23 530A 30 min The EPA is taking steps this week to reduce pesticide spray drift. The agency 
announced a new "drift reduction technology" program, or DRT. Right now, it's 
voluntary.  

Government AG DAY Oct. 28 530A 30 min Republicans need to pick up six seats to win control of the U.S. Senate. They 
like their chances in Alaska, but Democrats are not ready to give up that seat. 
Emily Roseman says both sides are investing in an unprecedented effort in rural 
Alaska to get out the vote.  

Economy AG DAY Oct. 30 530A 30 min A rally in soybeans this fall may help sow decisions for farmers heading into 
2015. New analysis from Ag economists in Illinois says if you do the math, beans 
pencil out much better than corn.  

Government AG DAY Nov. 3 530A 30 min Tomorrow is decision day for voters. This year's midterm elections could bring 
multiple changes that impact agriculture. From Senate Ag committee members 
up for reelection like Kansas Congressman Pat Roberts, to GMO labeling votes 
in states like Colorado.  However, the biggest impact could be if voters make 
changes to the leadership in the Senate.  
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Government / 
Infrastructure 

AG DAY Nov. 4 530A 30 min When Congress returns on the 12th, the industry's Waterways Council is hoping 
inland waterways get attention. According to senior VP Debra Colbert, projects 
on the upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers could see new life in the lame duck 
Congress. She says the long running effort to boost funding for locks and dams 
and other construction should get some attention in November and December. 
Colbert says its likely Congress will sweep all the unfinished spending bills into 
one omnibus bill.  

Government / 
Economy 

AG DAY Nov. 10 530A 30 min Trade may be a keen focus over the next two years. Following Tuesday’s 
election, the President says he's ready to work with both the Republican 
controlled House and Senate. During statements to the press he says he's 
looking for areas where he and Republican's priorities can line up, and 
mentioned trade as a target.  

Government AG DAY Nov. 13 530A 30 min Going into the last few weeks of this session, this would be the last-chance for 
Democrats to pass any items from their agenda for at least the next two years. 
Republicans may hold off on some issues until they control both chambers in 
Congress. Lawmakers will have just five weeks to finish any business before the 
end of the session, which wraps before Christmas.  

Health Issues AG DAY Nov. 18 530A 30 min And remember those newly approved genetically modified potatoes.  The innate 
potato engineered to bruise less and produce less of a cancer causing 
compound when fried. The company that made it, JR Simplot, is a major supplier 
to McDonald’s. The golden arches is stepping out saying it will not source GMO 
potatoes for its stores.   

Economy AG DAY Nov. 24 530A 30 min Kansas City based dairy cooperative, the Dairy Farmers of America--says it has 
agreed to build a 100 million dollar milk powder plant in the state. It's partnering 
with a Chinese company to squeeze out an anticipated 88-thousand tons of 
powder a year. Much of that product is expected to be exported.  

Economy / Health 
Issues 

AG DAY Nov. 27 530A 30 min There is growing concern across the Atlantic with the U.N. warning about a new 
strain of bird flu, H5N8.   In recent weeks, the virus has been found on farms in 
Germany, the Netherlands, and at this duck farm in the United Kingdom, where 
some 6-thousand ducks have been destroyed and barns sanitized. Officials say 
so far it hasn't been shown to infect people. But it is deadly for farm raised 
poultry, causing significant mortality in chickens and turkeys. The same strain 
has been found in wild birds as well. Areas in Asia started seeing the virus 
earlier in the year. The U.N. says its H5N8 could be devastating to livelihoods as 
well as whole country economies and trade.  
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Environment /  
Government  

AG DAY Dec. 1 530A 30 min The Obama administration wants to tighten the amount of a smog-forming 
pollutant in the air. The EPA is recommending lowering the limit for ground-level 
ozone in a range from 65 to 70 parts per billion. The clean air act requires EPA 
to review the standards every five years. The agency last updated these 
standards in 2008, setting them at 75 parts per billion. EPA is also proposing to 
strengthen the "secondary" ozone standard. "Secondary" ozone is often 
attributed to fungicides and pesticides. EPA expects to issue final ozone 
standards by next October.  

Government / 
Economy 

AG DAY Dec. 4 530A 30 min Now to Washington - the House is moving to extend a 45 billion dollar package 
of expired tax breaks through the end of the year. The bill would enable farmers, 
businesses and individuals to claim the tax breaks on their 2014 returns. But 
beyond December 31st, their fate would be uncertain. Senate Democratic 
leaders seem noncommittal about whether they would accept the bill or try to 
change it. Time is short because the House plans to adjourn for the year next 
week. The White House signaled Tuesday it would support a short-term 
package.  

Health Issues / 
Economy 

AG DAY Dec. 8 530A 30 min We recently told you about this bird flu outbreak in parts of Europe. Now it's 
British Columbia Canada dealing with the situation. Four poultry farms are under 
quarantine after state officials discover recent deaths were due to the H5 avian 
flu. Flocks are being culled. Several countries in Asia are already imposing trade 
restrictions.  

Government AG DAY Dec. 11 530A 30 min Meanwhile a one trillion dollar spending is on the move in Congress.  The 
funding is needed by midnight Thursday to avoid a partial government shutdown. 
The House bill however includes plenty of their provisions including more than 5 
billion dollars to fight Ebola. It also makes cuts to the EPA’s budget, now 21 
percent lower than it was in 2010. It eases some school lunch standards around 
whole grains and sodium, and appropriates money for WRRDA, a major 
waterways measure.  

Economy / Gas 
Prices 

AG DAY Dec. 15 530A 30 min Oil was a hot topic last week, as crude prices broke below the sixty dollar mark.  
That's the lowest it’s been in five years. Crude oil prices have fallen about 40 
percent this year. The drop is having a big impact in some global economies, 
Russia and Brazil for example. Here at home, some oil companies are already 
scaling back exploration and laying off workers.  

Government / 
Global Economy 

AG DAY Dec. 17 530A 30 min Meanwhile, China's neighbor, Russia, is facing more sanctions from the U.S.  
The president is expected to sign new legislation adding to the growing list of 
sanctions and giving aid to Ukraine.  
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Government / 
Economy 

AG DAY Dec. 18 530A 30 min The U.S. Senate started its Christmas vacation after approving more than 50 
expired tax breaks. Included in the package was the section 179 expensing 
allowance.  For some farmers, the Tax Extenders bill is like a Christmas gift as 
they've been waiting to buy new farm equipment to get the tax break.  The 
section 179 provision keeps the expensing limitation at 500 thousand dollars for 
this year. Without the extension it reverts to 25 thousand. The legislation also 
reinstates a 50 percent bonus depreciation for the purchase of new capital 
assets.   

Government ‘ 
Health Issues 

AG DAY Dec. 29 530A 30 min Meanwhile, in New York state, officials announced in December it's now taking 
action to ban large-scale hydraulic fracking in the state. This is based on a study 
conducted by acting New York state Health Commissioner Howard Zucker. 
Hydrofracking is a method in which water, sand and chemicals are pumped into 
the ground at a high pressure in order to release natural gas. Zucker says the 
data found questions and hazards to public health, but the natural gas industry 
obviously disagrees.   

Government / 
Crime 

AG DAY Dec. 30 530A 30 min A U.S. district court judge has set a September trial date for a brother and sister 
accused of trying to steal seed technology from an Iowa field. Mo Hailong, and 
his sister Mo Yun are now scheduled for a September 14th trial.  The case goes 
back to 2011 when the FBI got involved following reports of Hailong digging in a 
Pioneer test field. His sister is accused of helping coordinate earlier efforts to 
steal seed technology dating back to 2007 and 2008. Hailong is also requesting 
travel to Houston for an unspecified health treatment.   

Community, 
Teens doing 
positive things for 
the community 

RULE UR GAME Oct. 18 1P 30 min RULE UR GAME visits the Center for Alcohol and Drug Services to discuss 
addictive drugs.  This agency does a lot of education through their prevention 
and outreach offices.  Alcohol is the number one abused drug followed by 
marijuana.  Methamphetamine and heroin use continue to rise.  The youngest 
age client they have served was nine years old.  The average age is fourteen to 
fifteen years old. Viewers were introduced to Genesis Power Sports 
Performance Program.  They train youth from nine years through high school, 
working on their mechanics, speed and agility. RULE UR GAME visited with Pat 
Angerer, former Bettendorf High School Football standout, Iowa Hawkeye and 
Indianapolis Colt as he discussed goals and how to achieve them.  Pat said, 
“You’ve gotta be willing to do things others won’t so you can experience things 
others can’t.” Altitude Fotography was started by Grant Whitty three years ago 
when he was in Junior high School.  He started using a Go Pro camera.  It 
wasn’t his original intent to go into business.  He found a love for photography 
and decided to go toward that aspect.  Grant stated you need to stay focused 
and positive. The show wrapped up with the sights and sounds of the Pleasant 
Valley Homecoming Parade.  

Community,  
Teens exhibiting 
positive skills 

RULE UR GAME Nov. 15 1P 30 min RULE UR GAME highlights the Annual Student Hunger Drive.  Local high 
schools are featured showcasing their creative ways to increase food donations. 
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Community, 
Teens doing 
positive things for 
the community 

RULE UR GAME Dec. 20 1P 30 min School safety- featuring measures taken at Bettendorf High School to keep kids 
safe. There are monthly programs available for teens at the Davenport Public 
Library.  We visited one of those programs where students even have the 
chance to roll play. The transition to Jr. High can be tough.  We got some advice 
from students and administrators on how to find "your place" and fit in. Calculus, 
Trig and advanced Geometry can be difficult to master given today's common 
core standards. We visited Mathnasium. A new facility in Bettendorf that helps 
kids succeed in all forms of Math. A Rock Island High School student was 
seriously injured in a car crash over Thanksgiving weekend. She spent several 
days in ICU, now she is working with local therapists to get her back on "track." 
We attended one of her therapy sessions and interviewed her and her therapist.   

 


