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ECONOMY/BUSINESS/GOVERNMENT
More to the 
Story – Local 
Business Virus 
Diaries of Covid-
19

The virus. It has spread physically, emotionally, and with great 
uncertainty. For four different businesses in the North Country, 
adjusting to COVID-19 has cost them in ways they didn’t 
expect. It’s also brought some unexpected gifts. Tune in for 
More to the Story and follow their diary of videos since the 
pandemic began in March.

WPBS Gen. Int. 10/18/20
7pm

1 hour

PBS NewsHour America’s employers added 661,000 jobs in September, the third 
straight month of slower hiring and evidence from the final jobs 
report before the presidential election that the economic recovery 
has weakened.  With September’s hiring gain, the economy has 
recovered only slightly more than half the 22 million jobs that were 
wiped out by the viral pandemic. The roughly 10 million jobs that 
remain lost exceed the number that the nation shed during the entire 
2008-2009 Great Recession.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/2/20
6pm

8 mins.

PBS NewsHour New, eye-popping federal budget figures released Thursday show an 
enormous $3.1 trillion deficit in the just-completed fiscal year, a 
record swelled by coronavirus relief spending that pushed the tally 
of red ink to three times that of last year.  The Congressional Budget 
Office released the unofficial 2020 figures Thursday, saying the 
deficit equaled 15% of the U.S. economy, a huge gap that was the 
largest since the government undertook massive borrowing to 
finance the final year of World War II.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/8/20
6pm

6 mins.

PBS NewsHour The U.S. economy grew at a sizzling 33.1% annual rate in the July-
September quarter — by far the largest quarterly gain on record — 
rebounding from an epic plunge in the spring, when the eruption of 
the coronavirus closed businesses and threw tens of millions out of 
work. Yet the recovery from the deepest recession since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s remains far from complete.  The Commerce 
Department’s estimate Thursday of third-quarter growth regained 
only about two-thirds of the output that was lost early this year when 
the economy essentially froze as safety orders forced restaurants, 
bars and many retailers to shut down.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/29/20
6pm

5 mins.
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PBS NewsHour The U.S. government’s deficit in the first two months of the 
budget year ran 25.1% higher than the same period a year ago 
as spending to deal with the COVID pandemic soared while 
tax revenues fell.  The Treasury Department reported Thursday 
that with two months gone in the budget year, the deficit 
totaled $429.3 billion, up from $343.3 billion in last year’s 
October-November period.

PBS Gen. Int. 12/10/20
6pm

5 mins.

HEALTH
PBS NewsHour President Trump is telling Americans not to be afraid of coronavirus, 

as the national death toll from the pandemic tops 210,000. Cases are 
again climbing in much of the country -- but attitudes about the 
threat posed by COVID-19 vary greatly. Amna Nawaz explores why 
so many Americans feel fears about the virus are overblown.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/6/20
6pm

5 mins.

PBS NewsHour How are the pandemic, social isolation and remote learning affecting 
mental health among adolescents? Our Student Reporting Labs 
teamed up with Well Beings, a public media reporting initiative, to 
find out. Using a unique back-to-school curriculum, student 
reporters recorded video diaries documenting this historic year as it 
unfolds. Here is a sample of their experiences, in their own words.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/20/20
6pm

6 mins.

PBS NewsHour After a one-year drop in 2018, U.S. opioid overdose deaths 
increased again in 2019, topping 50,000 for the first time, according 
to provisional data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. That accounted for the majority of the 71,000 fatal 
overdoses from all drugs. While national data is not available for 
most of 2020, The Associated Press surveyed individual states that 
are reporting overdoses and found more drug-related deaths amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/21/20
6pm

6 mins.

PBS NewsHour The U.S. gave the final go-ahead Friday to the nation’s first 
COVID-19 vaccine, marking what could be the beginning of 
the end of an outbreak that has killed nearly 300,000 
Americans, according to a person familiar with the decision 
but not authorized to discuss it publicly.

PBS Gen. Int. 12/11/20
6pm

5 mins.

CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT
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PBS NewsHour American voters face an especially pivotal, polarized election this 
year, and scammers here and abroad are taking notice — posing as 
fundraisers and pollsters, impersonating candidates and campaigns, 
and launching fake voter registration drives. It’s not votes they’re 
after, but to win a voter’s trust, personal information and maybe a 
bank routing number. The Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
Better Business Bureau and cybersecurity experts have recently 
warned of new and increasingly sophisticated online fraud schemes 
that use the election as an entry, reflecting both the proliferation of 
political misinformation and intense interest in this year’s 
presidential and Senate races.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/17/20
6pm

6 mins.

PBS NewsHour Purdue Pharma, the company that makes OxyContin, the powerful 
prescription painkiller that experts say helped touch off an opioid 
epidemic, will plead guilty to three federal criminal charges as part 
of a settlement of more than $8 billion, Justice Department officials 
told The Associated Press. The company will plead guilty to three 
counts, including conspiracy to defraud the United States and 
violating federal anti-kickback laws, the officials said. The 
resolution will be detailed in a bankruptcy court filing in federal 
court.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/21/20
6 pm

7 mins.

PBS NewsHour Amy Coney Barrett was formally sworn in Tuesday as the newest 
member of the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief Justice John Roberts 
administered the oath in private, a day after Barrett’s Senate 
confirmation.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/27/20
6pm

5 mins.

EDUCATION/CAREER
At Home 
Learning

Aired “Let’s Learn” series for children in PreK through second 
grade, with 130 new episodes featuring lessons by Department 
of Education instructional leaders and coaches with expertise 
in teaching young learners.

NETA Educatio
nal

Weekdays 
10/5/20- 
12/23/20

9am

1 hour each 
day

PBS NewsHour Paul Tough, author of our October pick for the NewsHour-New 
York Times book club, Now Read This, joins Jeffrey Brown to 
answer reader questions about “Helping Children Succeed: What 
Works and Why.”…

PBS Gen. Int. 10/27/20
6pm

5 mins.
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TV Classroom Series features variety of subject areas – ELA, Social Studies, Math, 
Arts, Physical Education, STEM – taught by schoolteachers to help 
provide curriculum for elementary students completing school 
work from home during the covid-19 pandemic.

WCNY Educatio
nal;

Weekdays 
10/5/20- 
12/23/20
10 and 

10:30 am

2 30-
minute 

programs 
each 

weekday
ARTS
Orchestra of 
Northern New 
York Christmas 
Concert

Select chamber ensembles from within the Orchestra and a few 
guests perform beloved seasonal songs and traditional carols. The 
concert features the Potsdam Brass Quintet, Carriage House Quartet, 
ONNY Woodwind Trio, The Rubio Duo, and soloist Donald 
George, tenor.

WPBS Gen. Int. 12/19/20
9pm

1 hour

North Country 
Carol with 10th 
Mountain 
Division Band

The 10th Mountain Division Band from the U.S. Army’s Fort Drum 
performs several seasonal and holiday favorites.

WPBS Gen. Int. 12/12/20
5pm

1 hour

PBS NewsHour Fans of Broadway will have to wait a little longer for shows to 
resume — until at least late May.  Although an exact date for 
various performances to resume has yet to be determined, Broadway 
producers are now offering refunds and exchanges for tickets 
purchased for shows through May 30.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/9/20
6pm

5 mins.

PBS NewsHour The coronavirus pandemic has affected nearly every aspect of 
American life, including the performing arts. Actors and dancers are 
experiencing unemployment rates over 50 percent, and many 
companies have said they will remain closed for in-person 
performances for the foreseeable future. But there are glimmers of 
hope and pockets of movement where the show goes on. Jeffrey 
Brown reports.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/23/20
6pm

5 mins.

ENVIRONMENT
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Great Lakes 
Now

Join Great Lakes Now's host Ward Detwiler to learn about the 
Great Lakes region's environment, science, recreation, culture, 
politics, and other issues. This monthly program is shot on 
location in Canada and the eight U.S. states that are part of the 
world's largest supply of surface freshwater.

WTVS Gen. Int. 10/27/20
7:30pm
11/24/20
7:30pm
12/20/20
7:30pm

½-hour 
monthly 
programs

PBS NewsHour Environmental groups asked a federal court Wednesday to 
throw out the Trump administration’s assessment of oil and 
gas activity’s likely effects on endangered species in the Gulf 
of Mexico, saying it dismisses the chance of another disastrous 
blowout like the BP spill of 2010.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/21/20
6pm

5 mins.

PBS NewsHour Trump administration officials on Thursday stripped Endangered 
Species Act protections for gray wolves in most of the U.S., ending 
longstanding federal safeguards and putting states in charge of 
overseeing the predators.  The U.S. Department of Interior 
announcement just days ahead of the Nov. 3 election could lead to 
resumption of wolf hunts in Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
It’s the latest in a series of administration actions on the environment 
that appeal to key blocs of rural voters in the race’s final days, 
including steps to allow more mining in Minnesota and logging in 
Alaska.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/29/20
6pm

6 mins.
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PBS NewsHour The U.S. Bureau of Land Management plans to hold an oil and 
gas lease sale in Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge next 
month, weeks before President-elect Joe Biden, who has 
opposed drilling in the region, is set to take office. 
Conservation groups criticized Thursday’s announcement as 
rushed and based on environmental reviews that are being 
challenged in court as flawed.  Alaska political leaders for 
years pushed for opening the area for exploration in a state that 
relies heavily on oil. But the Indigenous Gwich’in people have 
opposed development within the refuge, citing concerns about 
the effects on a caribou herd that they have relied on for 
subsistence. Conservation groups also have fought drilling in 
the refuge.

PBS Gen. Int. 12/3/20
6pm

5 mins.

CULTURAL ISSUES, SOCIAL
PBS NewsHour President Trump’s decision Tuesday to break off talks on a 

coronavirus relief bill affects millions of Americans who are finding 
it difficult to afford their basic needs. Nearly half of the 22 million 
jobs lost during the pandemic have yet to be recovered. Hunger, 
food insecurity and need remain constants as a result.

PBS Gen. Int. 10/6/20
6pm

5 mins.

PBS NewsHour The U.S. has more than 72 million millennials, adults who were 
born between the early 1980s and the mid-1990s. This year, 
millennials surpassed baby boomers as the largest generation of 
adults. And while they have in the past been less likely to participate 
in politics, these younger adults are increasingly asserting their 
influence. 

PBS Gen. Int. 10/21/20
6pm

5 mins. 
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Without a 
Whisper: 
Konnon:Kwe

Kanon:Kwe is an untold story of how Indigenous women 
influenced the early suffragists in their fight for freedom and 
equality. Mohawk Clan Mother Louise Herne and Professor 
Sally Roesch Wagner shake the foundation of the established 
history of the women's right movement in the United States. 
They join forces on a journey to shed light on the hidden 
history of the influence of Haudenosaunee Women on the 
women's rights movement, possibly changing this historical 
narrative forever.

PBS Gen. Int. 11/13/20
10:30pm

½ hour

Frontline – 
Growing Up 
Poor in America

The experience of child poverty against the backdrop of the 
pandemic and increasing racial tensions. Set in Ohio, the film 
follows children and their families navigating issues of poverty, 
homelessness, race and new challenges due to COVID-19.

PBS Gen. Int. 12/8/20
10pm

1 hour

Chef Darren: 
Challenge of 
Profound 
Deafness; 
Touching the 
Sound; Hearts of 
Glass; 4 Wheel 
Bob; The Life 
Autistic 
Collection

WPBS aired five programs marking International Day of People 
with Disabilities. Programs focused on a variety of disabilities and 
how individuals and groups are working to make strides to become 
more inclusive in all aspects of society.

APT,
Wavelength

Gen. Int. 12/3/20
1:30-6pm

4 ½ hours,
five 

programs

Unearthing 
Ogawa

The life of a dead Japanese soldier is honored by an American 
who finds him with his diary in a battlefield cave and seeks to 
return the chronicle to the man's family. Decades later, 
following a conversation at an Adirondacks camp, the 
American's son retraces the footsteps and meets the Ogawa 
clan today. Powerful details are revealed in Tokyo, Hiroshima, 
and across the United States. Part history, part travelogue, part 
memoir, Unearthing Ogawa brings the past alive with 
unexpected discoveries and compassion.

NETA Gen. Int. 11/15/20
2:30pm

1 hour
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PBS NewsHour In the pandemic of 2020, with illness, job loss and business 
closures, millions more Americans are worried about empty 
refrigerators and barren cupboards. Food banks are doling out 
meals at a rapid pace and an Associated Press data analysis 
found a sharp rise in the amount of food distributed compared 
with last year. Meanwhile, some folks are skipping meals so 
their children can eat, and others are depending on cheap food 
that lacks nutrition.  Those fighting hunger say they have never 
seen anything like this in America, even during the Great 
Recession of 2007-2009.

PBS Gen. Int. 12/7/20
6 pm

5 mins.

United in Song: 
Celebrating the 
Resilience of 
America

Say goodbye to 2020 with a concert celebrating the 
irrepressible strength of Americans. From the enormity of 
COVID-19 to the presence of social injustice, this special 
evening brings us together in the pursuit of our uniting as one 
America.

PBS Gen. Int. 12/31/20
8pm

90 mins.


