
WTAR(AM) QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT FOR FIRST        
QUARTER 2020 (JANUARY-MARCH) 
 
Public Service Program: “Focus” 
Date: 26th January 2020 
Time: 6:01am-6:30am (29 minutes) 
Host: Tony Macrini 
 
Guest: Jennifer England, Director, Isle of Wight County Museum, Smithfield, Va. 
Topics: 

● Historic sites around Smithfield, whose history is chronicled at the museum  
● Off-beat attractions, including the world's oldest peanut 
● Website and contact information for the public 

 
Guest: John Quarstein, Author and Director Emeritus of the U.S.S. Monitor Centre at             
the Mariners' Museum, Newport News, Va. 
Topics: 

● Mr. Quarstein's body of literary work on local and Virginia history 
● Upcoming works, including a book on Nat Turner including details of Turner's            

biblical motivations behind his rebellion 
● Upcoming events, lectures, and features at the Mariners' Museum 

 
Guest: James A. Cevera, Chief of Police, City of Virginia Beach, Va. 
Topics: 

● Chief Cevera's education and near-lifelong background in law enforcement 
● A Virginia law that gives tuition reimbursement to police officers but has never             

been funded 
● The essence of education of police officers given the dynamic nature of the law              

enforcement 
● Chief Cevera's mission in spreading Virginia Beach's tuition reimbursement         

policy to a state-wide level, as well as the reinstatement of the Law Enforcement              
Education Program once administered out of Washington, D.C. before losing          
funding 

● The educational requirements of the various levels in the police department 
● The difference in climate and attitudes toward police between the 1970s and            

modern day 
● The importance of familiarity between the police department and the public 
● Low numbers of new recruits and minority involvement in the police force in             

recent years 



● How the capacity of the Chief of Police differs by community 
● Virginia Beach City Council's recent discussion of the Tent Ordinance, which           

would give officers liberty to approach tent dwellers on the beach at night for              
matters of investigation 

● How to apply to the wide range of openings in the Virginia Beach Police              
Department 

 
Public Service Program: “Focus” 
Date: 1st March 2020 
Time: 6:01am-6:30am (29 minutes) 
Host: Tony Macrini 
 
Guest: David Zimmerman, President, Plaza Little League, Virginia Beach, Va. 
Topics:  

● Plaza Little League's history going back to 1964 as one of four Little Leagues in               
Virginia Beach 

● Sign-up dates and means by which parents can sign up their children 
● How the Little Leagues’ districts are distributed across the Tidewater area 
● The dwindling number of sign-ups as well as popularity of the sport over the              

years 
● Plaza Little League's season partnership with D-Bats in Virginia Beach for           

pick-up games each Sunday as a means of advertising 
 
Guests: 

● Vahagn Nazaryan, Ph.D., Executive Director, Hampton University Proton        
Therapy Institute 

● Bill Thomas, Associate Vice-President for Governmental Relations, Hampton        
University Proton Therapy Institute 

 
Topics: 

● Mr. Thomas's work in obtaining government funding for cancer research 
● Dr. Nazaryan's medical and educational background at the College of William &            

Mary in nuclear physics, which he has since been able to apply in the medical               
field 

● A detailed explanation of Proton Therapy and its ability to treat cancer compared             
with other means such as chemotherapy and radiation therapy  

● Proton Therapy's benefits in maintaining quality of life for patients which Dr.            
Nazaryan emphasizes as important in curing the disease 

● The many variables in treatment depending on the location of the tumour 



● The cost of Proton Therapy as the reason for its lack of reputation as a treatment                
option despite its potency and presence in Hampton Roads for over ten years 

● Further wrinkles in treatment due to various policies in insurance coverage 
● A recent meeting of administrators of local hospitals and local medical officials at             

H.U.P.T.I. organized by Mr. Thomas in an effort to give veterans better access to              
Proton Therapy 

● How the public can contact H.U.P.T.I. to inquire about treatment 
 
Guest: Kerry Dougherty, Blogger and former columnist and editorial writer, The           
Virginian-Pilot newspaper 
Topics:  

● The state of The Virginian-Pilot after moving its headquarters to Newport News,            
which Ms. Dougherty says is foreboding its ultimate end, as it will no longer be a                
truly "local" source of news 

● The way in which local news gathering has been in general decline over the past               
decade 

● How, in contrast, The Richmond Times-Dispatch has been surviving better due to            
its coverage of news at the state Capitol, though Ms. Dougherty notes that by              
virtue of the medium its status has also weakened 

● The need for a non-profit model in producing local news in the digital age, which               
has all but obliterated print advertisement income 

● The Pilot's elimination of the comments section on its website, causing possible            
loss of readership 

 
Public Service Program: “Focus” 
Date: 29th March 2020 
Time: 6:01am-6:30am (29 minutes) 
Host: Tony Macrini 
 
Guest: Andria McClellan, Norfolk City Councilwoman 
Topics: 

● Councilwoman McClellan's visit to the National League of Cities meeting in           
Washington, D.C. attended by mayors, city councillors, public officials, etc. from           
around the country 

● Councilwoman McClellan's recent appointment to the Environment, Energy &         
Resources Action Committee, which has authored the first action plan for Norfolk            
to address decarbonisation and flood mitigation 

● The goal of the reauthorisation of F.A.S.T. (the Fixing America's Surface           
Transportation Act) which aims to overhaul traffic systems and walkways in           



Norfolk and nationwide, improving pedestrian safety 
● The non-partisanship that has been seen among local lawmakers from which the            

region has benefited 
Guest: Brian Mullins, Primary Owner, M&M Hospitality, Suffolk, Va. 
Topics: 

● The state of local business in the age of pandemic 
● Mr. Mullins's plan to make pre-boxed meals at the Riverstone Chophouse in            

Suffolk for curbside pickup every from Noon-5pm every Friday as a way of             
helping the community 

● Sponsors that have signed on and the need for more, as well as packing              
volunteers, and how interested parties may do so 

 
Guest: John Quarstein, author and Director Emeritus of the U.S.S. Monitor Centre at the              
Mariners' Museum, Newport News, Va. 
Topics: 

● Perspective on the current pandemic in Hampton Roads by comparing it to            
others from the past, particularly the Yellow Fever in 1850 

● Symptoms of Yellow Fever and its transmission through insects to human hosts            
who would transmit it further 

● The impact on Norfolk's rising status as a port city when the disease was brought               
on a ship leading to the death of more than 500 people 

● The perpetuating idea among the public that the disease originated and spread            
from Irish inhabitants of local slums 

● The disease's spread through Norfolk after the death of passengers from the            
steamer Benjamin Franklin from the disease, their bodies thrown overboard, and           
discovered by workers at the Gosport Navy Yard in Portsmouth (now Norfolk            
Naval Shipyard) 

● The resulting impact of more than 2,000 deaths in Norfolk and more than 1,000              
in Portsmouth 

● The primitive attempts to self-cure, such as chewing garlic cloves and covering            
themselves with vinegar 

● The Gosport Navy Yard's mass layoff of its workers at half-pay as a means of               
persuading residents to leave the area 

● The triangular monument area dedicated to victims and saviours of the Yellow            
Fever located at the intersection of Princess Anne Road and Hampton Boulevard            
in Norfolk 


