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WAMU 88.5 American University Radio 
Quarterly Issues/Programs List 

October 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 
 
 

Section One – Issues of Importance 
 
WAMU 88.5 American University Radio is the only public news and information 
service in the nation’s capital and has consistently ranked among the country’s top 
stations in audience share and size. The station supports diverse, award-winning 
programming.  Our listening area includes the District of Columbia, Northern 
Virginia, and Suburban Maryland which comprises a population of six million people. 
 
 
 
Issues of importance are addressed by two locally produced programs: 
 
The 1A Program is about a changing America. Host Joshua Johnson convenes a 
daily conversation about important issues of our time. While the program brings 
insight to issues unfolding across the country and the world, issues of local 
importance are inherent in the discussions because the nation’s capital is the heart of 
our listening area.  
 
The Kojo Nnamdi Show airs weekdays at noon. It is a locally focused, live, call-in 
program that features news, political issues, and social trends of the day. Guests on 
the program include leaders and opinion makers from throughout the listening area. 
 
 
 
In the fourth quarter of 2019, there were 242 individual program segments on the 1A 
and Kojo Nnamdi programs combined with each segment averaging 3 guests. 
 
 
WAMU considers the following issues of local importance in our listening area for the 
current reporting period.  
 
Education: Issues relating to public and private school operations and educational 
policy in the metropolitan area. This includes discussions of national educational 
issues as they may have local impacts 
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Local Economy and Community Development: Local planning and zoning issues; 
the pressure of development on infrastructure needs; traffic congestion; the role of 
public transportation; the rise of services such as Uber and Lyft; economic 
development efforts and their effect on the local economy; taxes necessary to support 
service levels; local employment information. This area includes the myriad issues 
relating to Amazon’s decision to locate their second headquarters in Northern 
Virginia where a significant portion of our listeners reside 
 
Arts and Culture: The local arts scene including museums, cultural awareness 
programs, the performing arts, literary offerings, entertainment venues, and the effect 
of neighborhood gentrification on the arts in the region 
 
Environment: Covering widespread sensitivity to environmental issues including 
energy conservation; pollution sources and solutions; air and water quality issues; 
alternative sources of energy; and global warming concerns that affect quality of life in 
our listening area 
 
Government: The policies and actions of federal, state, and local governments that 
affect the residents of our metropolitan area 
 
Politics: Covering events and people in the nation’s capital inevitably leads to an 
examination of the inherent political dimensions. Programming in this category 
focuses on the people in elective office, those seeking election, and the partisan 
elements in the issues of the day 
 
Law Enforcement: Covering the actions of federal, state, and local law enforcement 
agencies that affect the safety and well-being of our residents; immigration issues as 
they affect our region; driving while impaired issues 
 
 
 
Note: Two of our locally produced programs, the 1A Program with Joshua Johnson 
and The Kojo Nnamdi Show have regular weekly programming on Fridays that touch 
on many of these issues in the same weekly edition. The 1A Program features “Friday 
News Roundup – Domestic and International” spanning two hours. The Kojo 
Nnamdi Show produces “The Politics Hour” which focuses exclusively on issues of 
local importance in our listening area. 
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Section Two – Our response to Issues of Importance 
 
Following are examples of programming during the reporting period that WAMU 
88.5 has produced to address the identified community issues.  
 
 
Arts and Culture 
 
November 5: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 52 minutes; “Kickstarting The Conversation 
on Crowdfunding”. The practice of crowdfunding began in the 1990’s but is now 
picking up steam and allows many products and services to come to life. This 
discussion examines whether this is the way some of these ventures should be 
financed. Joshua interviews Yancey Stricker, co-founder of Kickstarter and author of 
“The Could Be Our Future: A Manifesto for a More Generous World” 
 
November 21: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 32 minutes: “Alan Cumming: Actor, 
Author and ‘Legal Immigrant”. Alan Cumming has written four books and owns a bar 
in the East Village. Now he is opening a new cabaret “Legal Immigrant” which 
features music and storytelling about his 10 years as a U.S. citizen. He explains what 
he hopes to accomplish with this new venture and his endorsement of presidential 
candidates. 
 
December 10: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:20pm; 38 minutes; “Smithsonian 
Anacostia Community Museum Gets A Refreshed Look – And A New Director”. 
Kojo talks with Dr. Melanie Adams, the new director of the museum about her goals 
for the rejuvenated facility after a seven-month closure for repairs. 
 
Local Economy and Community Development 
 
December 17: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 52 minutes; “From ‘Place Your Order’ To 
Your Doorstep: Inside Amazon’s Delivery Process” Amazon’s decision to locate a 
second headquarters in the station’s listening area has brought increased interest in all 
elements of the company. This program focuses on what is behind Amazon’s giant 
selection, fast, and “free shipping.  
 
October 9: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 26 minutes; “The Future of Rent 
Control in D.C.”. With D.C.’s rent control law set to expire at the end 2020, Kojo 
explores whether the law should be extended or face a major overhaul. His guests 
include Victoria Goncalves of the Latino Economic Development Center and Randi 
Marshall representing the Apartment and Office Building Association. 
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December 2: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 24 minutes; “Amazon’s $20 Million 
Housing Deal”. It was never cheap to live in Arlington, but with Amazon’s arrival 
there is concern that rent and home prices will skyrocket even higher. WAMU’s 
Business and Development Reporter, Ally Schweitzer explains what Amazon’s $20 
million commitment to add affordable housing units may or may not do to cushion 
the effect. 
 
Education 
 
October 9: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 52 minutes; “Reversing the Brain Drain In 
Rural America”. Joshua Johnson interviews Sarah Smarsh, author and podcast host, 
who chronicles pockets of success in rural areas that reverse the trend of young 
people leaving small towns for the large cities. A panel of journalists and economists 
react discuss how pervasive is this “brain gain”. 
 
October 21: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 14 minutes; “The Debate Over 
Redistricting in Howard County”. The Howard County Council is poised to vote on 
an expansive school redistricting proposal that would reassign over 7,000 students. 
Tensions have flared as residents both for and against the plan voice their opinions. 
Kojo sits down with Jess Nocera, a reporter covering education for the Howard 
County Times to discuss that families can expect in the coming months. 
 
Environment 
 
December 4: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 32 minutes; “Jane Fonda on Climate Change 
and Civil Disobedience”. Actor and activist Jane Fonda is in studio with Joshua 
Johnson to discuss her recent numerous arrests as she protests inaction on climate 
change. They examine why climate change is a cause worth getting arrested for. 
 
October 7: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:32pm; 32 minutes; “Dolphins In The 
Potomac: A Harbinger Of Health Or An Alarm Bell?”. Kojo explores the pros and 
cons now that dolphins are flocking to the Potomac River. He talks with Janet Mann, 
one of the world’s foremost dolphin experts and Hedrick Belin, president of the 
Potomac Conservancy. 
 
Government 
 
October 15: The 1A Program; 10:30am; 26 minutes; “Making A Daily Difference with 
John Kasich”. This program features former two term governor of Ohio, John Kasich 
who is about to release a new book called “It’s Up to Us. Ten Little Ways We Can 
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Bring About Change”. He argues that American citizens should be making a 
difference where they live and work and they have the power to do so. 
 
November 18: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 29 minutes; “Your Questions 
About Federal Open Enrollment Season, Answered”. Kojo hosts Walt Francis, editor 
of Washington Consumers’ Checkbook Guide to Health Plans for Federal 
Employees”. With the large concentration of federal employees in our listening area 
this timely program explains what’s new in this year’s bewildering array of health plan 
options and savvy shoppers might look to save money. 
 
Law Enforcement 
 
November 25: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 53 minutes; “Guns & America: The Good 
Guy with a Gun”. This program challenges the mantra “The only thing that stops a 
bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun” The Guns & America collaborative 
points to research that shows people defended themselves with their guns in less than 
one percent of violent crimes. Yet, three fourths of gun owners say they own a 
firearm for self-defense. 
 
November 14: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:20pm; 38 minutes; “The Life-And the 
Tragic Death of Bijan Ghaisar”. In 2017, unarmed Bijan Ghaisar was shot nine times 
by U.S. Park Police as he sat in his vehicle. He died 10 days later. Years later very few 
details from the FBI investigation have been made public. Bijan’s family has filed a 
lawsuit against the federal government. Kojo sits down with Bijan’s mother, father, 
and sister to talk about their quest for answers. 
 
Politics 
 
October 16: The 1A Program; 11:06am; 14 minutes; “A Conversation With Tom 
Perez, Chairman of the Democratic Central Committee”. Joshua talks with Tom 
Perez about his recent speech before the Democratic presidential debate at Texas 
Southern University and his take on the results. 
 
October 23: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:24pm; 34 minutes; “Follow The Money; 
Unparalleled Fund Raising in Virginia’s Off-Year Elections”. Kojo examines why the 
upcoming Virginia elections have received nationwide attention and cash. He talks 
with Tom Sherwood from the Washington City Paper, Stephen Farnsworth, Professor 
of Political Science at the University of Mary Washington, and Associated Press 
reporter Alan Suderman. 
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October 23: The 1A Program; 10:06am; 26 minutes; “Senator Mark Warner on Social 
Media, Syria, and the Election”. Virginia Senator Mark Warner explains why he is one 
of the most vocal critics of Silicon Valley. His concerns are about transparency in data 
collection and online anonymity. Joshua Johnson also probes the senator’s views on 
the impeachment process and the situation in northern Syria. 
 
November 6: The Kojo Nnamdi Show; 12:06pm; 52 minutes; “Virginia Voted…And 
the Democrats Flipped the Legislature” Yesterday’s elections produced one of the 
largest local political surprises in recent memory. Democrats gained control of the 
General Assembly for the first time in a generation. Kojo talks with incoming 
members of the legislature and former governor Terry McAuliffe about what this 
means for the future of politics in Virginia. 
 
 
 


