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GOVERNMENT 

 

MORNING EDITION Weekdays 5 a.m. - 9 a.m. 

RUN TIME – 4 Hours 

 

Every weekday for over three decades, Morning Edition has taken listeners around 

the country and the world with two hours of multi-faceted stories and 

commentaries that inform, challenge and occasionally amuse. Morning Edition is 

the most listened-to news radio program in the country. 

A bi-coastal, 24-hour news operation, Morning Edition is hosted by David Greene, 

Steve Inskeep, Noel King, and Rachel Martin. These hosts often get out from 

behind the anchor desk and travel around the world to report on the news firsthand. 

Produced and distributed by NPR in Washington, D.C., Morning Edition draws on 

reporting from correspondents based around the world, and producers and reporters 

in locations in the United States. This reporting is supplemented by NPR Member 

Station reporters across the country as well as independent producers and reporters 

throughout the public radio system. 

SOURCE – NPR 

 

9/17/20 

 

(1.) TRUMP ADMINISTRATION & HEALTH OFFICIALS -- President Trump 

contradicted the head of the Centers for Disease Control on both vaccines and masks in 

a news event Wednesday night. Michael Caputo, the top communications official at the 

Department of Health and Human Services, is going on medical leave in the wake of 

comments he made on Facebook. 7:00 

 

(2.) SUBMINIMUM WAGE FOR WORKERS WITH DISABILITIES -- For 82 years, 

American labor law has allowed workers with disabilities to be paid less than minimum 

wage. A federal civil rights agency now says that should end. 04:05 

 



(10.) ICE UNWANTED SURGERIES -- Explosive allegations have come to light from 

immigrant women who say they were subjected to unwanted medical procedures while 

detained at an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility in Georgia.  - 3:51 

 

(11.) SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN ENDORSES BIDEN -- NPR's Rachel Martin talks to 

Laura Helmuth of "Scientific American" about the magazine endorsing Joe Biden for 

president. It's the first presidential endorsement in the magazine's 175-year history. - 

4:15 

 

9/21/20 

 

(1.) FUTURE OF THE COURT -- President Trump and Senate Republicans appear 

determined to get a new Supreme Court justice confirmed before the November 

election. Democrats are vowing not to take any options off the table to stop that from 

happening. - 6:45 

 

(5.) THE EFFECTS OF LETHAL INJECTION -- A new investigation from NPR finds that 

lethal injection causes severe pulmonary edema in the lungs of inmates before they 

die.  - 3:45 

 

(8.) WHAT NOW FOR THE ACA -- The passing of Ruth Bader Ginsburg has an 

immediate impact on many cases scheduled before the Supreme Court, such as a 

challenge to the Affordable Care Act brought by several state attorneys general. - 4:00 

 

(9.) WHAT NOW FOR ABORTION RIGHTS -- The vacancy on the Supreme Court by 

the death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is expected to lead to a fight over abortion 

rights. Five justices lean conservative compared to three liberal justices. -  3:45 

 

(10.) TRASH PILING UP -- With people spending more time at home during the 

pandemic, trash is piling up in residential neighborhoods. Some cities have been forced 

to curb recycling or make other adjustments to keep up. - 3:36 

 

(12.) CONSERVATIVE ON SUPREME COURT NOMINATION -- NPR's Steve Inskeep 

talks to Adam White, a legal scholar at the conservative-leaning American Enterprise 

Institute, about what GOP Senators must weigh before voting on the next Supreme 

Court nominee. - 5:10 

 

 



ALL THINGS CONSIDERED - All Things Considered is the most listened-to, 

afternoon drive-time, news radio program in the country. Every weekday the two-

hour show is hosted by Ailsa Chang, Audie Cornish, Mary Louise Kelly, and Ari 

Shapiro. In 1977, ATC expanded to seven days a week with a one-hour show on 

Saturdays and Sundays, which is hosted by Michel Martin. During each broadcast, 

stories and reports come to listeners from NPR reporters and correspondents based 

throughout the United States and the world. The hosts interview newsmakers and 

contribute their own reporting. Rounding out the mix are the disparate voices of a 

variety of commentators. All Things Considered has earned many of journalism's 

highest honors, including the George Foster Peabody Award, the Alfred I. duPont-

Columbia University Award and the Overseas Press Club Award. 

RUN TIME – 2 Hours 

 

PROGRAM SOURCE - NPR 

 

Weekdays 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

9/17/20 

 

(1.) ELECTION LITIGATION 2020 -- The 2000 election remained undecided for more 

than a month. NPR discusses how the presidential campaigns are gearing up for 

potential legal challenges to this year's election results. - 10:40 

 

(4.) FEMA OFFICIAL -- NPR's Sacha Pfeiffer speaks with MaryAnn Tierney of the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency about how the agency is responding to the 

hurricanes, wildfires and pandemic at once. - 5:15 

 

(5.) COLORADO USPS LAWSUIT -- Colorado sued the U.S. Postal Service for sending 

voters a nationally distributed flyer that reportedly includes misinformation on mail-in 

voting. A judge has issued a restraining order. - 2:16 

 

(9.) BARR FIRES BACK -- At a Constitution Day celebration Wednesday night, Attorney 

General William Barr blasted prosecutors and called a nationwide pandemic lockdown 

proposal the worst civil rights intrusion since slavery. - 4:00 

 

(12.) TRUMP PATRIOTIC EDUCATION -- President Trump says he wants a 

commission to promote what he calls "patriotic education" -- a slam against efforts to 

teach children about systemic racism and an appeal to his political base. - 4:15 



9/21/20 

 

(1.) TRUMP SCOTUS -- President Trump said he is planning to announce at the end of 

this week his nominee to fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court left by the death of 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. - 4:00 

 

(2.) ER DOCTOR CHECK-IN -- NPR's Mary Louise Kelly speaks with Dr. Sachita Shah, 

an emergency physician at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, about her 

experiences over the course of the pandemic.  - 5:00 

 

(3.) US UN DUAL REALITIES ON IRAN -- Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and other 

U.S. officials say new sanctions against Iran have begun. Not only does Iran reject that 

move, but so do America's usual allies. - 2:00 

 

(4.) PACKING THE COURT -- NPR's Mary Louise Kelly talks with Judge Glock, a senior 

policy adviser for the Cicero Institute, about the history of President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt's attempt to pack the Supreme Court. - 4:00 

 

(6.) LETHAL INJECTION - PART ONE -- An NPR investigation looked into the 

autopsies of inmates executed by lethal injection and found evidence that such deaths 

are far less peaceful than states have claimed for decades. - 12:23 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 

WVIA REGIONAL NEWS 

DAILY – 4 p.m., 4:30 p.m. 5 p.m., 5:30 p.m. 

PROGRAM SOURCE – KEYSTONE STATE NEWS CONNECTION, 

WVIA STAFF 

RUN TIME – 2 minutes  

 

9/11/20 - A federal lawsuit claims the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has 

failed to require Pennsylvania and New York to submit plans to meet goals for 

reducing pollution flowing to the Chesapeake Bay. Comments by Harry Campbell, 

director of Science, Policy and Advocacy for the Pennsylvania office of the 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

 



8/14/20 - Pennsylvania is not on track to meet its 2025 Chesapeake Clean Water 

Blueprint goals. Comments by two spokesmen for the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation: William Baker, president; and Harry Campbell, director, Pennsylvania 

Science Policy and Advocacy. 

 

7/23/20 - A four-state coalition including Pennsylvania has released a plan to 

reduce greenhouse-gas emissions and create economic opportunity in Appalachia. 

Comments by Stephen Herzenberg, executive director of the Keystone Research 

Center. 

 

7/15/20 - Wilderness preservation advocates are suggesting that Pennsylvania 

native Howard Zahnhiser, author of the Wildnerness Act of 1964, be included in 

the proposed National Garden of American Heroes. Comments by Kirk Johnson, 

executive director, Friends of Allegheny Wilderness. 

 

7/13/20 - The removal of the first of three dams on the Paulins Kill in New Jersey 

is boosting fish populations in the Delaware River. Comments by Beth Styler 

Barry, director of river restoration for The Nature Conservancy-New Jersey; and 

Kent Smith, chief of the steering committee for the Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat 

Partnership. 

 

EDUCATION/ARTS & CULTURE 

 

 

HOMEGROWN MUSIC - Tuesdays at 9 p.m. 

SOURCE – WVIA-FM 

RUN TIME – 29:00 

 

Homegrown Music is WVIA-FM’s exclusive series which each week showcases 

the talents of regional contemporary music artists in recordings produced in the 

WVIA-FM studios by series host George Graham and is broadcast Tuesdays at 

9:00 PM and Saturdays at 6 PM on WVIA-HD2 Further information on 

Homegrown Music may be obtained via the World Wide Web at 

https://www.wvia.org/radio/homegrown-music/ and http://homegrownmusic.info. 

 



July 7 2020 - Melodic Intersect. An Indian-influenced World Music fusion group 

with table and sitar, Melodic Intersect has released six albums, and shortly after 

this 2007 Homegrown Music session, they went on to play at Lincoln Center in 

New York. This segment is an encore of their second Homegrown Music session. 

 

July 14 2020 -  The Empty Pockets. An appealing, melodic rock band from 

Chicago, the Empty Pockets have made several appearances in the region, 

including on Homegrown Music. In this encore of their September 2015 session, 

they serve up a generous helping of their tuneful original songs. 

 

July 21 2020 -  A Homegrown Music Concert Encore with the John Ginty Band. 

Keyboard man John Ginty is a busy and ubiquitous player who has performed with 

Jewel, the Dixie Chicks, Robert Randolph and recorded with Lou Reed. Last year, 

he became a member of the Allman-Betts Band. Over the years, he has made 

several appearances on Homegrown Music as both a leader and a sideman. This is 

an encore of a memorable live concert from 2015 featuring a guest appearance by 

singer-songwriter Tom Flannery. 

 

July 28 2020 - Kristen Toedtman. A mult-faceted artist who has divided her time 

between Baltimore and Los Angeles, Ms. Toedtman has performed with The Los 

Angeles Philharmonic, The Philip Glass Ensemble, and even Frank Zappa. She has 

sung on the soundtracks to the animated films Frozen, Minions and Despicable Me 

3. Her album of original songs Limbo was featured on WVIA’s Mixed Bag. On 

this 2016 Homegrown Music appearance, she performs her jazzy original songs in 

a solo piano/vocal setting. 

 

August 4 2020 -  Zak Sobel. Singer-songwriter Zak Sobel first appeared on 

Homegrown Music in 2011 when he was a student a Penn State. Now working a 

touring musician based in New York, Sobel returned to WVIA in 2019 for a new 

set of original songs in both acoustic and electric settings. 

 

August 11 2020 -  Po Boyz. A great funky organ-based trio, Po Boyz performs a 

collection of their original tunes that run from soulful to jam-band style, in this 

encore from 2011. 

 



August 18 2020 -  Dave’s True Story. A nationally-known jazzy quartet noted for 

their witty lyrics by Dave Cantor, and the appealing vocals of Kelly Flint, Dave’s 

True story released several album in the early 2000s. This encore from 2005 

features some of their best and most clever songs. 

 

August 25 2020 -  Brazz Tree. The distinctive duo of violinist/vocalist Mazz Swift 

and guitarist Brad Hammonds. They perform a highly distinctive collection of 

original music than runs from art-rock to classically-influenced to Celtic, played at 

a virtuosic level. This encore features from highlight from their 2006 and 2007 

Homegrown Music sessions. 

 

September 1 2020 -  Dave’s True Story. A nationally-known jazzy quartet noted 

for their witty lyrics by Dave Cantor, and the appealing vocals of Kelly Flint, 

Dave’s True story released several albums in the early 2000s. This encore from 

2005 features some of their best and most clever songs. (Rescheduled after 

preemption in August.) 

 

September 8 2020 - A Homegrown Concert Encore with Steve Brosky. Allentown 

singer-songwriter Steve Brosky has had a long career on the music scene and has 

won numerous Lehigh Valley music awards. He has appeared on Homegrown 

Music several times over the years. This is an encore of an engaging live concert 

from February 2017 with guitarist Jimmy Meyer and keyboard man Rick Repsher. 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTSCENE - Weekdays 11 a.m. 

PROGRAM SOURCE – WVIA-FM 

RUN TIME – VARIED 

 

ArtScene, with Erika Funke as the host/producer, is a daily short program which 

brings attention to the area's arts and cultural events. Join her weekdays at 11:00am 

for interviews, reviews and commentaries on films, books, jazz, and classical 

music. Let Erika's ArtScene help you plan your weekend! 



 

 

August 14 2020 - Elaine Mehalakes, Vice President of Curatorial Affairs at the 

Allentown Art Museum, speaking about the reopening of the facility after the 

Covid-19 closing in March. The opening for members takes place 8/14 - 8/16/20 & 

for the general public from 8/21 on. Two special exhibits are featured: "Evolution 

of the Spiritual: Europe to America" through 9/6/20; and "Color & Complexity: 30 

Years at Durham Press" through 9/20/20.There will be Sunday family events on 

the lawn into September, and a Third Thursday virtual tour of Durham Press & the 

exhibit, beginning at 6:00 pm on August 20. www.allentownartmuseum.org/ 

 

August 17 2020 - Sondra Myers, Senior Fellow for International, Civic & Cultural 

Projects at the University of Scranton, speaking about her new handbook, "Our 

America: Who Are We? A Digest of Impressions, Reflections & Opinions" 

released by the University of Scranton. The book features the writings of George 

Washington, Frederick Douglas, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Elizabeth Alexander and many 

others. For more information: 570-941-6206. Alicen.Morrison@scranton.edu 

 

August 19 2020 - Alice Hakvaag, playwright from Wellsboro & Philadelphia, 

speaking about the premiere of her play, "As I Was, Not As I Am", live online 

August 28-30, 2020 at 7:00 pm, presented by Elephant Room Productions to 

benefit Theatre Philadelphia's Emergency Relief Fund. Admission is "pay what 

you can" and that will entitle the viewer to a link for a performance on the date 

preferred. www.elephantroomproductions.com/ www.alicehakvaag.com 

 

August 20 2020 - In Part One of a two-part conversation, Holly Trostle Brigham, 

Philadelphia-based figurative painter, and Margaretta Frederick, Annette Woolard-

Provine Curator of the Bancroft Pre-Raphaelite Collection at the Delaware Art 

Museum, speaking about the exhibition "I Wake Again: Holly Trostle Brigham on 

Elizabeth Siddal" opening at the Museum in the Spring of 2022. The show will 

feature an original artist's book including 12 drawings, each accompanied by a 

poem of Kim Bridgford. www.delart.org www.hollytrostlebrigham.com 

 

August 21 2020 - Holly Trostle Brigham, Philadelphia-based figurative painter, 

and Margaretta Frederick, Annette Woolard-Provine Curator of the Bancroft Pre-

Raphaelite Collection at the Delaware Art Museum, speaking about the upcoming 

exhibition, "I Wake Again: Holly Trostle Brigham on Elizabeth Siddal" that will 

feature work by Brigham inspired by Siddal's creative output, with Siddal's own 

http://www.allentownartmuseum.org/
mailto:Alicen.Morrison@scranton.edu
http://www.elephantroomproductions.com/
http://www.alicehakvaag.com/
http://www.delart.org/
http://www.hollytrostlebrigham.com/


work from the museum on display at the same time. www.delart.org/ 

www.hollytrostlebrigham.com 

 

August 24 2020 - Frank Blasi, Executive Director of The Broadway Theatre of 

Northeastern Pennsylvania/Broadway in Scranton, speaking about the upcoming 

season in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. There will be online educational 

programs in the fall for school students, and the productions are tentatively 

scheduled to return to the Scranton Cultural Center in January 2021 with "Buddy: 

The Buddy Holly Story" followed by shows running through August 1, 2021, 

depending on conditions in the Commonwealth. www.broadwayinscranton.com 

 

August 25 2020 - Richard Rinehart, Director of the Samek Art Museum at 

Bucknell University in Lewisburg, PA, speaking about the reopening of the 

museum after a Covid 19-related shutdown, with two exhibits. "Learning from 

Naxolone" featuring work by Adam DelMarcelle will run through the end of 

August 2020 at the Samek's Downtown Gallery. The show "do it" will be on 

exhibit on the top floor of the Elaine Langone Center on campus through 

November 21. www.museum.bucknell.edu. 

 

August 27 2020 - Vocalist Lisa Ellex, Member of the COTA committee, speaking 

about the 2020 Celebration of the Arts to be offered in a Covid-19 format, 

featuring 5 festival-inspired jazz performances, one Monday night per month, 

August through December, at the Deer Head Inn in Delaware Water Gap, PA. 

Remaining shows will take place on 9/14; 10/12; 11/9 & 12/14. The doors open at 

6:30, and there is a cover charge. For reservations: 570-424-2000; 

www.deerheadinn.com COTAJazz.org. 

 

August 28 2020 - Cellist Yosif Feigelson, Artistic Director & Co-founder of 

Kindred Spirits Arts in Milford, PA, speaking about a special celebration of the 

250th anniversary of the birth of Beethoven on Saturday, September 5, 2020, with 

activities and performances getting underway at 1:30 at the Milford Community 

House; an organ concert at 2pm at Good Shepherd Church--the audience will be 

outside; & performances at 3:00, 4:00 & 5:00, in the parking lot of Milford Health 

& Wellness on East Catharine Street. Covid-19 protocols will be in place. 

www.kindredspiritsarts.org. 

 

September 14 2020 - State Senator Jay Costa of PA's 43rd District speaking about 

the General Assembly's Arts & Culture Caucus and about a hearing on the impact 

of Covid-19 on the arts, cultural & historical institutions of the Commonwealth. 

The hearing was convened by the Senate Democratic Policy Committee and was 

http://www.delart.org/
http://www.hollytrostlebrigham.com/
http://www.broadwayinscranton.com/
http://www.museum.bucknell.edu/
http://www.deerheadinn.com/


scheduled to take place on Monday, September 14, 2020, at noon, live streamed at 

SenatorBoscola.com/Policy www.paartsculturecaucus.com. 

 

 

WVIA-HD2 

 

WORLD CAFÉ 

WEEKDAYS 7 A.M. TO 9 A.M. 

PROGRAM SOURCE – NPR 

RUN TIME – 2 HOURS 

 

World Cafe is hosted and produced by Raina Douris in Philadelphia 

at WXPN presents interviews and performances with today's essential and 

emerging artists. 

 

 

September 21 2020 - Sarah Jarosz has been going non-stop for more than a 

decade. Starting when she signed a record deal at just 16 years old, Sarah’s 

constantly been making albums and touring them on the road. Much like the rest of 

the world though, she’s had to hit the brakes in 2020. Today, she talks about what 

it’s been like staying still, and how her new record, World On The Ground, 

explores a seemingly exotic place for her: home. Plus, she’ll perform some of the 

new songs live. 

 

September 18 2020 - Lori McKenna lives what you could almost call a double-

life: one as a mom of five who lives in her hometown of Stoughton, Mass., and one 

as a elebrated Nashville songwriter who's penned tracks for artists like Tim 

McGraw, Little Big Town and Miranda Lambert. Actually, maybe you could say 

it's a triple-life, because on top of all that, she also makes her own music. Her new 

album, The Balladeer, came out in July; it's her eleventh studio album and her third 

produced in collaboration with Grammy-winning producer Dave Cobb. In this 

session, McKenna joins me to talk about not only juggling those different roles, but 

bringing them together, especially now that she's songwriting from home. You'll 

also hear her perform songs from that new album. 

 

September 17 2020 - Nigel Chapman is always ... thinking. When you speak to 

him, it's almost like you can see the wheels spinning in his brain, like he's always 

http://www.paartsculturecaucus.com/


on the brink of a new discovery ... about himself, about creativity, about the 

universe... and about music. And that makes sense, because Chapman, the 

frontman of the Canadian band Nap Eyes, spent a big chunk of his life working in 

biochemistry, in science. In this session, you'll hear how his science background 

ties into his music, and about how he thinks ... and thinks ... and thinks ... about 

songwriting. Nap Eyes' latest album is called Snapshot of a Beginner – you'll hear 

live performances from that album. 

September 11 2020 - You know those awkward on-stage moments between songs 

when there's an exchange of guitars, or the band takes time to re-tune their 

instruments — all the while, the lead singer fumbles through a story to kill time? 

Yeah, our guest John Craigie uses that time to spin stories that are just as engaging 

as the music he makes. It's not an easy feat to hold an audience's attention, but the 

California native has a natural knack for being funny and charming ... just don't 

call it comedy. On the singer's new album, Asterisk the Universe, he's got a set of 

beautiful songs that he recorded with friends in a cabin last year. We'll hear some 

of those, and we'll get to hear what makes Craigie such a great storyteller at his 

shows. 

 

September 9 2020 - Today we've got a mini-concert with the up and coming duo, 

Carolina Story. Before we get to that, we introduce you to the newest member of 

the World Cafe team, Jessie Scott. Jessie's joining us from WMOT in Nashville, 

and you might have heard one of her interviews on the show before, but it was time 

for a proper introduction. Acting as WMOT's program director since its inception 

four years ago, she helped them carve out a space in the American roots scene 

unlike any other in Nashville. Today, Jesse presents us with a mini-concert from 

Carolina Story, recorded at Black River Studio in Nashville. It's a husband and 

wife duo, who discovered their shared love for music on a camping trip to the 

Carolinas. The music they make — a sophisticated take on '60s and '70s southern 

rock — has the ability to stop time. Hear more about Jessie Scott, Carolina Story 

and the complete mini-concert in this session. 

September 8 2020 - Will Toledo pitched his new album to label heads in the form 

of a PowerPoint presentation. It's an unlikely move for a rock band, but Car Seat 

Headrest is more than just rock and roll. Exceedingly prolific, Toledo has 

consistently expanded the scope of his former bedroom project, leading up to the 

band's latest album, Making a Door Less Open, which embraces dance music 

wholeheartedly. In this session, I talk with him about what forces pushed the band 

in new directions and about the side project, 1 Trait Danger, that helped birth his 



new alter ego. For the first portion of our chat, Toledo, as Trait, wore a gas mask 

with built-in LED lights for eyes – one of the stranger ways to start an interview. 

 

September 7 2020 - Perhaps you've heard about the talented singer-songwriter 

whose new album was produced by Aaron Dessner of The National. That's a bit of 

a trick question: I'm referring to Hannah Georgas, the Juno-nominated Canadian 

singer-songwriter whose new album, All That Emotion, was produced by Dessner. 

(But yes, Dessner also just recently worked with Taylor Swift.) Georgas has been a 

mainstay in Canada, where in addition to Juno nominations for album of the year, 

she's been long listed for the Polaris Prize as well. The songwriter recently moved 

out of Toronto to the country in Ontario. In this episode, we talked about life 

during COVID-19, writing these songs back in 2017 yet releasing them in 2020, 

and what she learned working with Dessner. She shared some beautiful home 

recordings for this session, too. 

 

September 4 2020 - In 2020, it can be hard to completely disconnect. The 24-hour 

news cycles, blinking screens, endless noise – especially right now – you might 

long to slow down and find some peace and quiet. And if that's what you're looking 

for, you're in the right place, because Ray Lomontagne seems to have found it. 

As you'll hear in our conversation, Ray is someone who likes a quieter life, who 

would rather work on things with his hands than on a laptop – but he did join me 

via video chat to talk about how he found his way around the computer to create 

his new album, Monovision. It's an album that provides a soothing escape from the 

rush of everyday life, that gives you a glimpse into the natural world that inspires 

Ray, and the first album he's made entirely on his own. 

 

September 3 2020 - When you're in my position, you get to talk to extremely 

creative and smart people, so every interview tends to be a memorable look into 

the lives of the people whose music we listen to everyday. When I'm really lucky, 

that interview becomes a conversation, like old friends connecting. That's what 

happened when I sat down over Zoom to talk to Josh Ostrander about his band, 

Mondo Cozmo. His new album started with the moment he was pushed over the 

edge — burnt out, frustrated, tired — and put his hand through a pane of glass. 

That experience inadvertently shaped his new album, New Medicine, in ways he 

didn't expect. In this session, we stretch out in a conversation where very little hit 

the cutting room floor (a sign of a good talk) with a guy I met for the first time 

when the tape started rolling. 

 

September 1 2020 - The late 1960s and early '70s were an exciting time for music 

in Memphis, Tenn. Hi Records was churning out R&B and soul hits, thanks in part 



to Don Bryant. He got his start working with Willie Mitchell at Hi Records, first as 

a performer before shifting his focus to being a staff songwriter. But he never lost 

his love of performing. In 2017, almost 50 years after releasing his debut record, he 

released his second secular album, Don't Give Up On Love. And this past June, he 

put out his third, titled You Make Me Feel. In this session, you'll hear Don Bryant 

talk about writing songs, falling in love, and the songs he chose for his latest record 

– a few of which you'll hear in a live recording. 

 

 

THE SPLENDID TABLE 

SATURDAY AT 8 A.M., SUNDAY AT 11 A.M. 

PROGRAM SOURCE – NPR 

RUN TIME – 1 HOUR 

 

The Splendid Table, hosted by award-winning food writer Francis Lam, has been 

an original weekend companion, celebrating the intersection of food and life for 

more than two decades. A culinary, culture and lifestyle program, it has hosted 

our nation's conversations about cooking, sustainability and food culture and has 

introduced us to generations of food dignitaries. 
 

September 18 2020 - For this episode we asked some of our favorite food people, 

who are the people who inspired them to do what they do? Chef Preston Clark 

talks about how his father, the legendary African-American chef Patrick Clark, 

influenced his career. Shauna Sever tells us why the late, legendary baker Maida 

Heatter rocked her world. Melissa Clark brings us a Marcella Hazan recipe worth 

obsessing over, and Pati Jinich sings her praises for the inspirational food writer 

Joan Nathan. 

 

September 11 2020 - This week, we talk to Lisa Donovan, one of the most 

respected restaurant pastry chefs in the South. She’s worked with great chefs who 

helped mold her along the way, but at her core, she’s a self-taught baker. She’s the 

author of a powerful new memoir Our Lady of Perpetual Hunger, which is about 

finding what’s within you to stand up to a world that tries to hold you back. She 

helps Francis take your baking calls and has some rather intense opinions about pie 

making! Then, we talk to Anissa Helou, a living legend of a cookbook author who 

joins us to talk about the profound traditions of sweets in the Middle East. She’s 

the author of Feast, Food of the Islamic World and Sweet Middle East. 



 

September 4 2020 - This week we look around the world in search of wondrous 

cuisines. Caroline Eden tells us about her food journey throughout the region of the 

Black Sea. Restaurateur and Thai food authority Andy Ricker is all about the 

noodles when he talks about Thailand. Sarah Kirnon takes us to the islands of 

Haiti, where she says food meets spirituality. Food writer Khushbu Shah finds a lot 

to love about the food scene in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. And our friend Melissa 

Clark explains why she gets so much culinary inspiration from her travels. 

 

August 28 2020 - This week, we’re all about trying some new things in the 

kitchen. We’ve got unexpected ideas from our listeners and from pros like Milk 

Bar’s Christina Tosi. Food & Wine’s restaurant editor Khushbu Shah weighs in on 

the best way to cook rice and their wine editor Ray Isle turns to canned wine. Chef 

Pierre Thiam introduces us the African super grain fonio, and Ariel Dumas, 

adventurist cook and a head writer for The Late Show with Steven Colbert, accepts 

a ratatouille challenge from Francis. 

 

August 21 2020 - This week are celebrating mothers and daughters in all kinds of 

ways. We eavesdrop in the kitchen with Priya and Ritu Krishna, authors of Indian 

(-ish). Chef Asma Khan shows us the real edges of her own family and the family 

she’s made at her London restaurant Darjeeling Express. Chef Bonnie Frumkin 

Morales, author of Kachka: A Return to Russian Cooking, talks about the influence 

her mother still wields in her kitchen. And, Molly Birnbaum of America’s Test 

Kitchen Kids brings us her magical ways with small cooks and eaters in training. 

 

August 14 2020 - We talk to The New Yorker’s food correspondent Helen Rosner 

about how she handles hot weather cooking (including not cooking at all) and she 

takes your sweltering cooking questions with Francis. We have a genius ten minute 

creamed corn pudding recipe from Philadelphia Chef Shola Olunloyo, and we talk 

to Olia Hercules about the literal summer kitchens of Ukraine. 

 

August 7 2020 - This week is all about bees. We talk to Thor Hanson, author 

of Buzz: The Nature and Necessity of Bees, about the importance of bees to our 

food supply, as well as their connection to the evolution of plants and humans. 

Francis Lam gets the story of Brooklyn’s red bees and other urban tales of 



beekeeping from Andrew Coté. Bridget Lancaster, host of America’s Test Kitchen, 

has flavorful tips for cooking with honey. And bee researcher Bernardo Niño 

discusses what makes a healthy bee colony and takes us inside the mysterious of 

colony collapse disorder. Francis also talks with listeners about using and 

preserving habanero peppers, and why cocoa powder is often included in Sicilian 

caponata recipes. 


