
  

 
Quarterly Programs & Issues Report 

January 1, 2022 - March 31, 2022 
  
East Lansing Insider, Exposure, City Pulse on the Air, The Sci-Files and The Undercurrent are shows that 
focus on events, issues, and programs that affect the greater Lansing area and Michigan State University. 
All shows are archived and are available as podcasts on our website, www.impact89fm.org, and popular 
podcast services such as iTunes and Spotify. 
  
East Lansing Insider: 9-9:30 A.M. 
Exposure: Sundays 8:30-9 A.M. 
The Sci-Files: Sundays 9:30-10 A.M. 
City Pulse On the Air: Sundays 10-10:30 A.M. 
The Roundup & The Undercurrent: Sundays 10:30-11 A.M. 
  
These programs are designed to allow student and community groups a broadcast outlet. WDBM-FM 
provides the facilities, an engineer and a host. 
  
Topics this quarter included: 
 
January 2, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew and Chuck are joined by ELi's Emily Joan Elliott and Alice Dreger to talk about the 
stories they'll be covering and paying attention to in 2022. From the City of East Lansing's second-ever 
deer cull to the ongoing work of the police oversight commission and everything in between, get primed 
for all the news to come in East Lansing in 2022 with this episode! 
 
January 9, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew and Chuck are again joined by ELi's Emily Joan Elliott — this time to delve into the 
current state of the Covid-19 pandemic. With the Omicron variant causing another wave and renewed 
concerns, the trio dive into issues facing Michigan State University, East Lansing Public Schools, and the 
City at-large. 
 
  



January 16, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew interviews ELHS teacher Mark Pontoni, along with two upperclassmen: junior Elke 
Schrenk and senior Marie Adele Grosso. The three each join Andrew to share their experiences dealing 
with the Covid-19 pandemic in the halls of East Lansing High School, from the fatigue of entering Year 3 
to the challenges of masking in the building, it's discussed in this episode. 
 
The Roundup: This week, a member of the Impact and The Lookout discuss the recent explosion of the 
Omicron Covid variant and the implications it has for East Lansing, followed by talks on billionaires, 
stocks, and gambling. 
 
January 23, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: When one thinks local business, 7-Eleven doesn't readily come to mind. This week, 
Andrew hopes to change that thinking with an interview with Ali Haider, who has owned and operated the 
downtown 7-Eleven for more than five years. Haider, who is from the area and now resides near Grand 
Rapids, talks about the challenges of Covid and students being gone, the growth of downtown EL and his 
dislike of how the Albert EL Fresco was executed. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Merve 
Nur Kursav. She is currently a Ph.D. candidate in Mathematics Education at MSU and a research 
assistant in the Connected Mathematics Project (CMP) with anticipated graduation in Spring 2022. Merve 
designed a mixed-methods dissertation study focusing on teachers’ beliefs, perceptions, experiences, 
and strategies for teaching and engaging English Learners (ELs) in 6-12 grades mathematics classrooms 
using Culturally Responsive Pedagogy as her theoretical framework. 
 
January 30, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew is joined by ELi reporter Al Hargrave to discuss the ongoing search for a new City 
Attorney in East Lansing. From splitting up the roles of municipal advisor and prosecutor to marathon 
interview sessions and the winnowing down of choices, Andrew and Al dive in. 
 
Exposure: On this week's episode of Exposure, we speak with the ballroom dance club. President, Will, 
and Community Outreach Chair, Madi, taught us everything we would ever need to know about ballroom 
dance and so much more! 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Liang 
Zhao. Liang is a 2nd-year Ph.D. student in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and a 
lab member of the Environmental Virology Laboratory. Liang's current research focuses on the prediction 
of fluctuations of COVID-19 incidences in communities through the application of wastewater-based 
epidemiology. 
 
The Roundup: This week, a member of the Impact, The State News, Focal Point, and The Lookout 
discuss MSU going to in-person classes, buses, police, and political viewpoints. 
 
  



February 6, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of East Lansing Insider, brought to you by ELi in partnership with 
Impact 89FM, Andrew is joined by Dr. Alexa Warwick from Michigan State University's College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. While Dr. Warwick is not an expert in deer biology, she has worked 
with the City of East Lansing on gauging community tolerances for deer and different management 
practices. East Lansing's 2022 deer cull ended recently, with 79 deer being removed from the City — and 
the cull was met with pushback and praise from the community along the way, which Andrew and Dr. 
Warwick dive into, as well. 
 
Exposure: On this episode of Exposure, we spoke with Chelsie from GARD and she told us about their 
worldwide event happening on the 25th and 26th of February. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Paul 
Bylsma from MSU's Higher, Adult, and Lifelong Education. This thought project discusses the 
simultaneous proximity and distance that most of us in the academic world felt as a result of COVID 
online learning. Paul and his collaborators use a unique theoretical lens that foregrounds the role of the 
body in learning to describe how being visually present online is not enough to replicate the physical 
presence that we took for granted in in-person learning. For example, our squares in a Zoom room were 
super close, and we (typically) had no problem seeing and hearing each other. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's episode of The Undercurrent, News Director Delaney Rogers and host 
Nick Saba interview MSU students about the beginning of this spring semester and the challenges of 
going from online to in-person schooling. 
 
February 13, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: The convergence of a young student population and downtown bars could be a 
recipe for problems. On this episode of the Insider, Andrew talks to Scott Rolen (Lou & Harry's) and Mike 
Krueger (Crunchys) about the Responsible Hospitality Council, essentially a consortium of downtown 
liquor license holders working together to promote what their name says: responsible hospitality. So how 
do these bar and restaurant owners work together — and with the City — to promote a safe, controlled 
environment? Listen in to find out! 
 
Exposure: On this week's episode of Exposure, we spoke with the MSU Bug Club. Osten and Jonathan, 
bug club executive board members, shared so much about bugs and bug club. We talked about 
everything from maggot art to eating bugs. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Maria 
Milan from MSU's Civil and Environmental Engineering. Listen to learn about challenges faced by rural 
Alaskan communities and how these challenges can be addressed in future housing. 
 
The Roundup: This week, a member of the Impact, The State News, Focal Point, and The Lookout talk 
about Black history month, interracial couples, and a new rec center after a quick discussion on the anti-
mask convoy blocking routes to Canada. 
 
  



February 20, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: After pausing most City meetings in January and early February due to the surge of 
the Omicron Covid variant, the City of East Lansing's board and commissions got back to work this week 
and dealt with a bevy of issues. On this week's edition of the Insider, Andrew is joined by ELi reporters 
Heather Brothers and Al Hargrave to discuss their coverage of the Independent Police Oversight 
Commission and School Board, respectively. Listen in to get caught up on some of what the City is up to! 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Serena 
Lotreck from MSU's Plant Biology & Computational Mathematics, Science & Engineering. Serena’s 
research is focused on helping researchers in the plant sciences navigate the flood of available 
information when designing new hypotheses and experiments. 
 
February 27, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of the Insider, Andrew is joined by ELi's acting executive director, 
Emily Joan Elliott, to discuss the current state of Covid-19 as the omicron variant is apparently receding 
and things around East Lansing potentially get back to "normal." You'll also fear briefly from Ingham 
County Health Officer Linda Vail in this episode, talking about the same thing during her regular media 
briefing. And lastly, it closes out with a news roundup. 
 
Exposure: On this week's episode of Exposure, we met with the MSU Telecasters. Sophie and MC told us 
all about the shows they produce with the club. All of these shows are completely student-produced by 
Michigan State students. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Megan 
Mikhail. Megan’s research focuses on the intersection between biological and environmental risk for 
eating disorders, with a particular focus on underserved and marginalized populations. 
 
City Pulse On the Air: Production Editor Skyler Ashley runs down events in Greater Lansing happening 
this week from Monday, February 28 to Saturday, March 5. Reporter Audrey Matusz interviews Art Austin 
as part of City Pulse's Lansing Legends series, which examines local residents who have witnessed 
generations of Black excellence. 
 
The Roundup: This week, a member of the Impact, The State News, Focal Point, and The Lookout 
discuss the implications of charging parents of school shooters, roommates, fried chicken, and Ukraine. 
 
March 6, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of the Insider, Andrew is joined by ELi's founder, Alice Dreger, to 
talk about the latest on town-gown relations in East Lansing. The duo discuss the sophomores-on-
campus housing rule that MSU is planning to enforce beginning in the fall, the growing glut of student-
oriented housing, and what the future might hold in light of these, and other, developments. 
 
Exposure: On this week's episode of Exposure, Kalee Kniess and special co-host Manit Patel tell us all 
the nitty-gritty details about Michigan State's most infamous club: The Izzone. This episode includes 
interviews from Izzone alumni and everything you could ever want to know about the Izzone. 
 



The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Azam Ali 
Sher. Azam is a dual major Ph.D. candidate in Comparative Medicine and Integrative Biology (CMIB) & 
Environmental Sciences and Integrative Toxicology (EITS), and a BEACON research fellow at Michigan 
State University. Azam’s research focuses on studying the emergence and spread of antibiotic resistance 
among human gut bacteria. 
 
City Pulse On the Air: Production Editor Skyler Ashley runs down events in Greater Lansing happening 
this week from Monday, March 7 to Saturday, March 12. Reporter Audrey Matusz interviews 72-year-old 
Barbara Davis as part of City Pulse's Lansing Legends series, which examines local residents who have 
witnessed generations of Black excellence. 
 
March 13, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of the Insider, Andrew is joined by Dan Bollman, an architect and 
current chair of the East Lansing Planning Commission. Dan and Andrew discuss the state of housing in 
East Lansing and delve into some of the various ways the City could alter zoning or other laws to, 
potentially, make housing more affordable and accessible in East Lansing. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Brooke 
Devries. Brooke is a second-year Ph.D. student working with Dr. Hanne Hoffmann. Her research focuses 
on daily rhythms in the body called circadian rhythms. 
 
The Undercurrent: On this week's episode of The Undercurrent, News Director Delaney Rogers, reporter 
Hailey MacDonald, and host Nick Saba go to the Constellation Cat Cafe to learn more about the company 
and their customers. 
 
March 20, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of the Insider, Andrew is joined by ELi's Emily Joan Elliott, who 
interviews him about the ongoing discussions in the City about what might be done with the Northern Tier. 
The two also assess the potential that a committee to study the planning, zoning and future land uses will 
be formed. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Alassane 
Sow. Alassane is an undergraduate researcher working in the Department of Microbiology and Molecular 
Genetics currently working on germinating symbiotic and parasitic fungi in the order Pezizalies. 
 
City Pulse On the Air: Production Editor Skyler Ashley gives a breakdown of what's happening in Greater 
Lansing this weekend, and reporter Audrey Matusz interviews Dr. Surae Eaton-Sangster, a beloved 72-
year-old family doctor from Sparrow Hospital. 
 
March 27, 2022 
 
East Lansing Insider: On this episode of the Insider, Andrew is joined by ELi's Emily Joan Elliott and Al 
Jackson to go back over the months-long process of hiring the two new City Attorneys. From moving on 
from Foster Swift to deciding to split the role in municipal advisor and prosecutor, right up to contract 
issues, we cover it all in this episode. 
 



Exposure: This week, Kalee Kniess spoke with Her Campus MSU. HC is a student publication geared 
towards women. They are a unique journalism group on campus and talk all about being part of 
something bigger. 
 
The Sci-Files: On this week’s episode of The Sci-Files, your hosts Chelsie and Daniel interview Claire 
Kopenhafer. Claire uses computer simulations to study how this flow of gas affects a galaxy's ability to 
form stars: allowing it to form more or cutting it off entirely. 


