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Each quarter, KMBZ-FM places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have 
been some of the significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most 
significant programming broadcast to help meet those problems and needs.  
 
The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File 
of Station KMBZ-FM in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period July-
September, 2012. While this list contains a brief description of much of KMBZ-FM' s most 
significant typical and illustrative programs and program segments, it does not include all 
programs an program segments broadcast by the station during the three months which related to 
other issues.  
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MORNING NEWS  
NEWS COVERAGE OF EVENTS AFFECTING THE KANSAS CITY AREA WITH REPORTS 
AIRED THROUGHOUT THE DAY WITH MAJOR EMPHASIS DURING MORNING DRIVE FROM 
5 TO 9 A.M.  
 
 
SHANIN AND PARKS  
Daily from 2pm-6pm  
 
KMBZ LIVE WITH DARLA JAYE  
Daily from 6pm-9pm  



KMBZ-FM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS  
July-September, 2012 
  
1. BUSINESS/JOBS  
The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff 
workers. The proposed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching 
impact in the Kansas City area with the two auto plants. The subprime problem continues to 
haunt local business, with H & R Bloch reporting a lower quarterly profit, and several area 
lenders also reporting major problems  
 
2 VIOLENCE/CRIME  
Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area. New statistics out show that 
violent crime is up among all ages and races and in all cities. White collar crime is also 
becoming a problem for businesses. The Kansas City Crime Commission working to better 
enable police departments with new information. Kansas City Police Department revamping and 
looking at more police on streets.  
 
3. GOVERNMENT  
Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle 
with the city council over several issues including that of his wife.. As both Kansas and Missouri 
lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative 
proposals dealing with education, infrastructure and immigration.  
 
4. EDUCATION  
The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the 
legislative session will begin next quarter. Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans 
and how to handle the agency that is in charge. Many of the local school districts, such as 
Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  
are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the 
education dollars are being withheld.  
 
5.MINORITIES  
As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s 
Hispanic community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the 
worker’s are to the economy. Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism. 
Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to punish businesses and landlords that hire and house 
illegals.  
 
6. YOUTH  
The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school 
shootings causing more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems. Many of the homicide 
victims have been young and officials are concerned about growing gang violence. There is 
concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and more young people will be out of 
work, and could turn to crime.  
 
7. DRUGS  



While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, 
methamphetamine is still the drug of choice. While both states have enacted legislation to crack 
down on over the counter medicines that can be used to make meth, law enforcement officials 
say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working. New surveys out that while hard drugs are 
on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem.  
 
8. WOMEN  
The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the 
metro area. As the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their 
jobs eliminated and that is adding to pressure. More employers though seem to be working better 
with women in the area of health care and that has been noted as a plus among women’s 
organizations.  
 
9. HEALTH  
Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and 
uninsured. Kansas City health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if 
and when it occurs here.. The focus of health care will be a big topic in the upcoming 
presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas City, many are asking the 
candidates their views.  
 
10. CHARITY  
Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor 
coming to their doors. The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still 
playing catch up.  



1.BUSINESS/JOBS  
 
Morning News  
 

7.4.12:         Last minute preparations are taking place at Kauffman Stadium this week. With 
more than 40-thousand people and 400 media members per day expected to be in 
attendance for all star festivities, workers at Kauffman Stadium have been hard at work 
making additions and last minute renovations to the stadium.  VP of Communications Mike 
Swanson says it's important to get everything right. Swanson says this will be the second 
highest covered game behind the 2008 game at old Yankee Stadium.   
 
7.6.12:          The government releases a key report on the nation's unemployment this 
(Friday) morning. Analysts are forecasting some 95-thousand jobs were added in June. Paul 
Conway with "Generation Opportunity" says that's a good number. But with unemployment 
among young adults at about 12 percent, some 300-thousand jobs a month need to be 
created each month. One out of 2 college graduates right now are either unemployed or 
underemployed. In different sectors the numbers are much higher.  

 
 
 
 
2. VIOLENCE/CRIME.  
 
Morning News  
 
7.2.12:               A bicyclist taking part in a suburban Kansas City charity ride has died after a 
car struck his rear wheel. Forty-eight-year-old Michael Forbes of Independence was hit 
Saturday while riding in the Freedom from Cancer Ride east of Buckner. The charity bike 
ride course started in Independence and extended to Lexington and back. 
 

7.2.12:            A person making a night deposit at the Bank of America at 39th and Noland 
Road in Independence was held up at gun point overnight.  Police are investigating, but ask 
anyone who may have information to call the TIPS hotline, 816-474-TIPS. 
 
7.4.12:          Overland Park police are looking for a man who robbed a dry cleaning business 
yesterday afternoon. Police say a white man in his mid to late 50s, with a thin build robbed 
the store in the 69-hundred block of West 135 Street using a gun.  He is reportedly 5-foot, 
4-inches to 5-foot 7-inches tall, with a short hair cut.  He was wearing blue jeans a white t-
shirt and glasses. If you have any information on this robbery, police ask that you call the 
TIPS line, 816-474-TIPS. 
 

7.4.12:              A second former Kansas City, Kansas, police officer has been sentenced to 
prison for stealing electronics from houses where his unit served search warrants. Jeffrey 



Bell has received an eight-month sentence. Three officers were charged after a sting 
operation last year. 
 
7.10.12:        One person is injured after a robbery and shooting yesterday in the 2200 block 
of Lexington Avenue.  An ice cream truck driver was robbed at gun point there.  After the 
robbery the victim was then shot in the leg. His injuries are not considered life-threatening 
and no arrests have been announced. 
 
8.14.12:             Three teenagers were shot over the weekend near Crown Center.  The 
victims were stopped in a car at Pershing and Grand early Sunday morning.  Another car 
pulled up and  someone inside shot at them. Two of the teenagers were hit by gunfire, a 
third had cuts on his back.  The Star reports that the victims do not want to prosecute.  
Police found bullet holes in the Westin Crown Center hotel and in the walkway at Crown 
Center.   

 
 
 
 
 
3. GOVERNMENT  
 
Morning News  
 

7.4.12:          The Missouri Supreme Court has rejected a legal challenge to a voter-approved 
law that requires periodic elections to decide whether to keep municipal earnings taxes. 
Two Kansas City leaders filed a lawsuit challenging a state law that requires the city to hold 
an election every five years on the earnings tax. They argued it wrongly required an 
election without providing funding and improperly amended Kansas City's charter. The 
high court rejected the claims in a unanimous opinion Tuesday. 

 

7.6.12:              Former Missouri governor Roger Wilson plans to ask for probation when he is 
sentenced Monday in federal court for misusing money involved in illegal political donations. 
Wilson pleaded guilty in April to misdemeanor campaign finance fraud for improperly steering 
$8,000 to the state Democratic Party while he was an insurance company president. 
 
8.1.12:               Kansas revenue officials say payments of corporate income taxes helped push 
state revenue above expectations for the first month of the new fiscal year. The Revenue 
Department reported yesterday that overall receipts in July totaled $457.8 million - about $2.7 
million better than the official forecast. 
 
8.2.12:            The state of Kansas is now letting residents renew their vehicle registrations 
online for free. This comes after months of complaints about the state's new DMV computer 
system. Kansas is trying to encourage people to use the online system by waiving fees for 



using credit cards or electronic checks. Department of Revenue Spokeswoman Jeannine 
Koranda says the move has little to do with the new, 40- million- dollar computer system, 
though. She says they've always encouraged patrons to go online.  The fees are going to be 
waived for the entire year, starting immediately. The state of Kansas recently announced 
that they would audit the implementation of the computer system.    
 
9.3.12:          A new report shows Columbia could seek voter approval to raise the hotel tax 
to pay for a new terminal at Columbia Regional Airport.  Cities like Columbia are authorized 
to impose a hotel tax of up to 7 percent to fund the "promotion, operation and development 
of tourism." The report also says the city could also legally levy a fee on each occupied hotel 
room.  Kansas City charges a hotel fee, costing hotels and motels $1.50 per occupied room. 

 
DANA AND PARKS 
 
9.17.12:           The city of Mission is considering a city-wide hands held cell phone ban.  
 
9.25.12:            Following an edict from the Kansas Attorney Generals office, the city of 
Overland Park approves an ordinance allowing for the open carry of firearms in the city.  
 

9.26.12:           Congressman Kevin Yoder joined Dana and Parks in studio to discuss the 
election, federal spending, etc.  

 
 
 
4. EDUCATION  
 
Morning News  
 
7.6.12:             No Kansas Jayhawks will be appearing on Show-Me State license plates - unless 
Missouri lawmakers say it is OK. Governor Jay Nixon signed a broader higher education 
measure Thursday that requires state lawmakers to approve specialty plates for colleges and 
universities. The legislation also creates a new state fund to help finance construction at schools. 
 
7.11.12:           The Kansas State Board of Education is requesting an additional $450 million in 
state spending on public schools for the 2014 state budget cycle. Board members voted 7-2 on 
Tuesday to submit the request to Republican Governor Sam Brownback and the G-O-P-
controlled Legislature. The request covers education expenses for the 2013-14 school year. The 
request includes identifying other priorities, including maintaining required funding for special 
education and increasing money for teachers' professional development. 
 
8.6.12:           As the cost of going to college grows more expensive every year, the problem 
is how to acquire student loans that won't cost you an arm and a leg. With back to school 
right around the corner, a word or two about college student loans. (Federal Stafford loans 



are still a great bet, especially for middle income families.) That's Lylah Alphonse (I'm a 
Senior Editor at Yahoo Shine) She likes those government Stafford loans for two reasons 
(the rates are very low and the payment plans are pretty flexible) Big private loans from 
banks, not a great idea if you are strapped for cash (you still have those really, really high 
bills to pay at a high interest rate.) High bills to pay...with Your Money.  
 

8.17.12:              An apparent prank by some Wichita high school students has a restaurant 
owner apologizing for the resulting negative publicity about the seniors. About 22 Wichita 
North High School students left an IHOP after 5 a.m. Tuesday without paying their tab. 
Wichita North's principal says the students will pay their collective $213 bill plus a 20 
percent tip. 
 

8.17.12:              Missouri Republican Senate candidate Todd Akin is questioning the federal 
government's role in the National School Lunch Program. Akin, who now serves in the U.S. 
House, was asked about the program today, which provides money and surplus food for 
school lunches. Akin said he's not opposed to school lunches but questions whether states 
rather than the federal government should support them. 
 
8.17.12:        Some teachers won't be getting their paychecks today.  Teachers at the Afrikan 
Center College Prep Academy (ACE) have been told they won't be getting their paychecks 
today (Friday). The group running the school had to use the money meant for teachers to 
pay off a loan, according to our reporting partners at Channel 9. ACE says it must now file 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy to pay its staff and continue operating. 
 
 

DANA AND PARKS 
 
9.19.12:          Northeast High School in Kansas City is shutdown after 
someone calls in a bomb threat.  
 
 
 
5. MINORITIES  
 
Morning News  
 
7.12.12:              Vice President Joe Biden will get a chance to rebut Mitt Romney before the 
nation's largest civil rights organization this morning. Biden is addressing the NAACP 
convention in Houston. Yesterday, the Republican presidential candidate told the group 
he'd do more for African-Americans than President Barack Obama. Romney was booed 
when he said he'd repeal Obama's health care reform law but otherwise got a polite 
reception. 
 



8.1.12:         It's not the same as their rural counterparts, but "city farmers" have been hit by 
the drought too. Cultivate Kansas City operates several  farms in the metro area, it plants 
and cultivates throughout the growing season. Because of the heat some seedlings won't 
germinate . It's executive director Katherine Kelly tells KMBZ says she's pretty much 
thrown in the towel on some vegetables. Kelly and her fellow urban growers, are sticking 
with it though selling what they can at the Brookside and Overland Park farmer's markets.  
She expects overall, the yield will be down 25 to 40 per cent. 

 
8.2.12:            Late Sunday, state and federal authorities were searching a home near the 
Sikh temple where seven people -- including the shooter -- were shot and killed. Federal 
authorities are calling this an act of domestic terrorism. Sources tell ABC News they believe 
it was the work of a "white supremacist" or "skinhead." Into the night, police and the FBI 
have been searching a home in a working class neighborhood about five or six miles from 
here. Residents of that neighborhood were told to evacuate, apparently a precaution in case 
the home they're searching was been booby trapped.  

 
 
 
 
6. YOUTH  
 
Morning News  
 
7.2.12:          The mother who locked her child in the closet has now admitted withholding 
food from her daughter years before the now 10-year-old was freed from a closet weighing 
32 pounds.  The girl was hospitalized as a 4-year-old because she already was underweight 
at 26 pounds. The mother said her reason for withholding food was to keep the then 4-
year-old from going to the bathroom too often.  Jackson County Family Court records show 
the girl and her younger sister were taken from their mother. The mother regained custody 
of the two girls the following year, and give birth to a third daughter two years ago, 
according to the Star. 
 

8.2.12:          The Olathe fire department says a 3-year-old child was injured after falling 
from a third-floor window. The fire department says the incident was reported yesterday 
morning, and when firefighters arrived they found the boy had fallen out of a window on 
the building's third floor.  The child was taken to Children's Mercy Hospital and was 
reported in stable condition. 
 

8.7.12:          "Look before you lock" - that's the message child safety groups are trying to get 
out to parents to prevent infant deaths in cars. Janette Fennell, founder of "Kids and Cars-
dot-org", based here in KC, says seven children under the age of 4 died of heat stroke in the 
first week of August - because they were left in vehicles for hours at a time. 

 



DANA AND PARKS 
 
9.24.12:            A number of schools in New York City are now handing 
out the “morning-after” pill to sexually active students without their 
parents permission or knowledge.  
 
 
 
7. DRUGS  
 
Morning News  
 

7.2.12:       A change to a law passed by Kansas lawmakers in March took effect over the 
weekend.  Not since 1984 have Kansas bars and restaurants been able to offer happy hour 
specials.  The new law allows establishments to offer hourly specials, beer and wine 
tastings, and ladies nights.  Johnny's Tavern on 95th general manager Tiffany Medina says 
they're going to wait and see what the market demands. 
The law took effect Sunday and is expected to keep more people from crossing state lines 
for specials.   
 
8.2.12:           Maryville school officials say about 80 percent of the district's 700 students 
will be subject to random drug testing when classes resume later this month. The school 
board in northwest Missouri approved a drug-testing policy in May that will randomly test 
students in seventh through 12th grades who participate in extracurricular activities. 

 

 

 
 
8. WOMEN  
 
Morning News  
 

9.4.12:        Missouri wants healthier babies. The state is working to reduce the rate of 
premature births. The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services has set a goal of 
reducing the premature birth rate in Missouri by 8 percent by 2014. Department 
Spokeswoman Gena Terlizzi says they will do this by supporting programs and policies that 
are aimed at reducing preterm births. More than half a million babies in the US are born 
prematurely every year. Preterm delivery is the most frequent cause of infant deaths, 
according to the CDC.   
 



9.5.12:            A Kansas woman who says she was infected with hepatitis C by a former 
medical technician has filed a lawsuit against a Pittsburgh hospital. Linda Ficken claims 
that the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center was negligent for not reporting a 2008 
incident at UPMC where David Kwiatkowski allegedly stole and used narcotics. 
Kwiatkowski went on to work at numerous other hospitals. The lawsuit says Ficken was 
treated at a Kansas hospital in 2010 when Kwiatkowski worked there, and that she 
recently tested positive for hepatitis C. Ficken's husband is also suing. 

 

 
 
 
 
9. HEALTH  
 
Morning News  
 
 

8.1.12:         The Missouri Supreme Court has overturned a 'tort reform' law that limited the 
amount of money people could win in malpractice suits.  The court ruled  4-3 that the 2005 
law violated the right to a jury trial by capping non- economic damages in medical 
malpractice cases at $350,000. The limit had applied to lawsuits alleging health care 
providers were at fault for injuries or deaths. Kansas City malpractice lawyer Kirk Presley 
says though, the ruling won't have much of an impact on most cases.   Former Governor 
Matt Blunt signed the legislation. The Republican- led legislature had hoped that it would 
help reign in high medical malpractice premiums.   
 
8.14.12:              A new government study shows nearly 30 percent of Kansas adults are 
obese. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said today that 29.6 percent of 
Kansans were classified as obese in 2011, up slightly from 2010. To the west, Colorado had 
the nation's lowest rate - just below 21 percent. 
 

 
 
 
10. CHARITY  
 
Morning News  
. 
8.2.12:              It's almost time to send the kids back to school and lots of charitable 
organization are helping with school supplies, but  City Union Mission is filling a different 
need this year. City Union Mission is providing school uniforms for low income kids in 
elementary school this year. The Mission's Executive Director said they decided on 



uniforms instead of school supplies because of their high cost to low income families. 
Janelle Turner's child goes to King Elementary. She says that City Union Mission is a great 
help to her. The program lasts until August 10th. Visit the Mission's Community Assistance 
Office- 1310 Wabash- for more information.    
   
8.2.12:           A non profit group is negotiating with Google on affordable Internet service to 
low income areas. "Connecting For Good" started working on the plan before Google Fiber 
announced it's roll out. It's president, Micheal Liimatta (lee-muh-tah) says first, he'd like to 
help people in economically struggling areas of KCK. Liimatta referenced a study showing  
one housing project at just 20 per cent  Internet connectivity.  He says Google wouldn't 
necessarily have to waive it's fee, but lowering it would be a big help to kids, whose parents  
are sometimes faced with a choice of access, or buying food. 
 
8.6.12:        Kansas City Volunteers are Preparing to Help out in Oklahoma.  Three local 
American Red Cross volunteers are heading for Oklahoma this morning.  The trained 
workers will assist at Red Cross shelters set up for residents displaced by Oklahoma 
wildfires. The volunteers are expected to leave Kansas City at 8am and arrive in Oklahoma 
by mid-afternoon.  They will report to the wildfire operation headquarters in Oklahoma 
City and then be sent to one of three shelters being operated by the Red Cross. 
 


