
KMBZ – FM   QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

April- June, 2012 

 

Each quarter, KMBZ-FM  places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have been some of the 

significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most significant programming broadcast to help 

meet those problems and needs. 

 

The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File of Station KMBZ-

FM  in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period  April-June, 2012. While this list contains a 

brief description of much of  KMBZ-FM' s most significant typical and illustrative programs and program segments, 

it does not include all programs an program segments broadcast by the station during the three months which related 

to other issues. 
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KMBZ-FM  QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

April-June, 2012 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 

      The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers.  The 

proposed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City area with the 

two auto plants.  The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch reporting a lower 

quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 

up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 

Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 

Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 

    The shake up of the November election with Democrats firmly in control in the both the White House and 

Congress, also felt at the state and local level on both sides of the stateline.  The many promises being made will be 

a focus as the administration takes office in January, with Congress expected to make quick action on an economic 

stimulus plant.  Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with 

the city council over several issues including that of his wife..  As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set to 

convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, infrastructure 

and immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 

begin next quarter..  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 

charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being 

withheld. 

 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  

Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 

punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 

more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 

are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 

more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 

 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still the 

drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that can be 

used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out 

that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 

the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to 

pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and that has 

been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 

health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 

health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 

City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 

doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 



 

1.BUSINESS/JOBS 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
4.25.12:             Medical computer systems developer Cerner Corp. has broken ground 
on a complex in Kansas City, Kan., with offices for 4,000 employees. Cerner is 
headquartered in North Kansas City, Mo., and has a second campus in Kansas City, 
Mo. 
 
5.9.12:        Speculation is swirling around Kansas City-based AMC Theaters possibly 
selling its business to a Chinese company. AMC is the second largest theater chain in 
the United States and is based in Kansas City, MO, with plans to move to Leawood. 
According to The New York Times, AMC officials are in talks to either sell part or all of 
the movie theater business to the Wanda Group. Negotiations have been off and on for 
about a year, and the deal is expected to value AMC around $1.5 billion. 

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME. 

 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
4.19.12:          A convicted murderer and another inmate remained at large after 
escaping from a Kansas jail where they'd been transferred because of overcrowding at 
a state prison. Two others were apprehended Wednesday. One turned himself in at a 
Wal-Mart in North Platte, Nebraska.  All four escaped early Wednesday from the Ottawa 
County Jail in Minneapolis, Kan., about 120 miles west of Topeka.   The two inmates 
still at large are Santos Carrera-Morales and Eric James, both 22. Carrera-Morales was 
convicted of first-degree murder in connection with two killings in 2007. 
 
4.23.12:          Kansas City, Mo., police have launched a homicide investigation after a 
man was found dead in a public area of a motel early Sunday morning. A police 
spokesman said officers were dispatched to the A-1 Motel at 6101 E. 87th Street on a 
reported shooting. When officers arrived they found a man dead in a public area at the 
motel. The victim has not yet been identified. If you have any information for police 
you're asked to call the TIPS hotline at 816-474-TIPS. 
 
4.24.12:        Lenexa police are looking for a man who broke into a business over the 
weekend and got away with some high-end merchandise. On Saturday, at around 12:35 
AM, a suspect entered a computer store in the 11400 block of Strang Line Road in 
Lenexa and stole several laptop computers and flat screen televisions.   
 



Police say surveillance video shows a dark colored SUV, possibly a Jeep Cherokee or 
similar vehicle, stopped in front of the store.  A white male dressed in sweatshirt and 
jeans broke the front glass and unlocked the door He then carried out the merchandise. 
Police are asking anyone with information to call the Lenexa Police Department, 913-
477-7300, or the Crime Stoppers TIPS line at 816-474-TIPS (8477). 
 
4.24.12:          About 10:30 last night (Monday) police were called to the 3200 block of 
South Benton Ave for a reported shooting. When they arrived, officers located a 
shooting victim (b/m approx 20 yrs old) on the sidewalk. He was pronounced dead a 
short time later. Witnesses say two black males in their mid to late teens fled the scene 
on foot immediately after the shooting. Anyone with information is urged to call the TIPS 
Hotline at 816.474.8477. 
 
5.8.12:         One person is in stable condition after being shot overnight.  The incident 
happened about 1:20 this morning in the 200 block of Tracy. Police are investigating, 
but say they don't have anyone in custody.  Anyone with information is ask to call the 
TIPS line, 816-474-TIPS. 
 
5.8.12:         Lee's Summit investigators are trying to determine the identity of a burn 
victim found behind a home just north of the Lee's Summit Airport. The man living there 
says he discovered the body after following tire tracks to a wooded area in his back 
yard. Since the body was so badly burned, investigators are having trouble figuring out 
who it is, and what happened. Lee's Summit P-D Sergeant Chris Depue talked to KMBZ 
and our news partners at Channel 9. The victim is also described as a white, middle-
aged, heavy-set man. The department is asking anyone who was in the area north of 
the Lee's Summit Airport yesterday afternoon and noticed anything strange to call the 
TIPS Hotline at 816-474-TIPS. 

 
 

 

 

3.  GOVERNMENT  

 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
4.18.12:         Now it's a matter of waiting on the judge.   Kansas City took it's plan for a 
downtown streetcar line to court yesterday.  It's seeking approval for an election to 
create a taxing district downtown to fund 
 the project.  A hired consultant testified streetcars breathed new life into neighborhoods 
in Portland and Seattle .  Mayoral aide Danny Rotert says the route would attract 
commerce because of it's predictability. Jackson County judge Charles Atwell has taken 
the case under advisement. City officials say they expect a 
favorable ruling. 
 
4.19.12:          A Kansas Senate committee is hoping to wrap up work on a proposed 
state budget of more than $14 billion. It could go to the full Senate for debate next week 



after the Legislature returns from spring break. A House committee will work on the 
budget today and Friday. 
 
4.23.12:            Abortion opponents are struggling this year to push proposals through 
the Kansas Legislature. The agenda for lawmakers remains crowded with other big 
issues and even some anti-abortion legislators want to rest after a string of victories last 
year. A bill giving health care providers greater legal protections if they refuse to be 
involved in abortions has cleared the House, but it faces skepticism. 
 
4.25.12:                  Three of Kansas City’s senior management positions have been 
eliminated in the city’s consolidation of departments.  
City Manager Troy Schulte sent an email to City Council members confirming the cuts. 
The position eliminations were anticipated as part of the new city budget, which was 
adopted in late March and which takes effect May 1, according to the Star. 
 
5.1.12:        The Kansas DMV is closed starting today for about a week while the 
department upgrades its state-wide computer system. Last minute procrastinators were 
lined up for hours yesterday afternoon in Johnson County. Sandra Dixon is one of those 
who waited until the last minute. Dixon told KMBZ and our reporting partners at channel 
9 she waited several hours at the DMV. The State hopes to open the DMV offices on 
the 7th, but warns to expect delays as employees get used to the new computer 
system. 
 
5.2.12:           How much is Missouri losing in online sales tax? According to research by 
the University of Missouri, it adds up to 500 million a year.   The Star reports that 
Missouri law makes consumers  pay sales taxes on online purchases, BUT a Supreme 
Court ruling requires that states can only collect from online businesses that have a 
brick and mortar presence in Missouri.   

 

Dana and Parks  

 
4.27.12:          The Missouri House is considering legislation that would allow casinos to 
loan money to people on site.  
 
5.16.12:          The Johnson County Commission allocates an additional nine million 
dollars to purchase the King Louie skate rink to turn it into a Museum of Suburbia.  

 

 

 

4.  EDUCATION  

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 
4.18.12:          A proposed crackdown on kids who skip school has been tabled until 
July.   Kansas City's public safety committee is placing the measure on the "semi 



annual docket."   Councilman John Sharp, is the committee chair.  He wants the school 
district to take action. Sharp says the district eliminated truant officers and truancy court 
as part of it's budget cuts. Council member Scott Wagner proposed the daytime curfew. 
He says just because it's taken a lower priority doesn't mean it's "dead or on life 
support." 
 
5.1.12:        A school had to close its doors Monday because of damage caused by 
vandals over the weekend. Thieves broke out windows at Messiah Lutheran School, 
which is in the 600 block of South Main Street, and stole televisions and computers. The 
pastor of the school and the staff are taking inventory to see exactly what was taken 
and what needs to be replaced.  School officials say they will be installing a security 
system. 
 
5.4.12:        The student population at the University of Missouri is expected to continue 
growing. Administrators at the Columbia campus are expecting another record-breaking 
enrollment when classes start this fall. The Columbia Daily Tribune reports the 
university expects fall's total enrollment to be 34,805, an increase of 1,000 from this 
year's enrollment. 

 

 

5. MINORITIES 

 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
4.23.12:           Republican leaders in the Missouri House are backing legislation that 
would limit the discussion of people's sexual orientation in public schools. A one-
sentence bill filed in the House would prohibit teaching, extracurricular activities or 
materials that discuss sexual orientation - unless they relate to the scientific facts about 
human reproduction.  The measure is sponsored by Rep. Steve Cookson, a Republican 
from rural southern Missouri. It's co-sponsored by House Speaker Steven Tilley, 
Majority Leader Tim Jones and more than a dozen other lawmakers. The bill was 
assigned this past week to the House Elementary and Secondary Education 
Committee, but time is running short for it to pass before the session ends in mid-May. 

 

 

 

 

6. YOUTH 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News 

 
5.2.12:       A new study finds reported concussions among kids have more than 
doubled in the last decade. Calls like that happen a lot...and researchers at Children's 



Mercy here in Kansas City are taking a look at concussions.  Dr. Jeffery Colvin says the 
number of diagnosed concussions has jumped 58% in the last decade. He says the 
good news is...parents and coaches are now taking brain injuries much more seriously 
than in the past. 
 
5.4.12:         It's a horror story for anyone, especially a mother. A Lee's Summit woman 
was driving with her infant yesterday afternoon when she realized her child wasn't 
breathing. She pulled to the shoulder and called police, but nothing could be done to 
revive the child. Police haven't released the identity of the family, but neighbors that our 
news partners at Channel 9 talked to said the family is beloved in the community and at 
a local school, where they're teachers. Neighbor Kevin McKinney said fellow teachers 
consoled the family after hearing the news. Police are investigating the cause of death, 
but do not believe any foul play was involved.  
 
5.8.12:          They were here a couple of years ago...and now the youngest soccer stars 
in the country are coming back to the metro! Overland Park has again been selected to 
host the US Youth Soccer National Championships in 2013.  Mike LaPlant, who runs 
the soccer complex, calls it an honor. The top 70-80 teams in the country will compete, 
bringing with them friends, family and fans...and all their tourism dollars.  US Youth 
estimated about $2.5 million in economic impact from the last tournament. 
 
 

Dana and Parks  
 
4.27.12:        The ACLU is defending three Indiana teens expelled for writing death 
threats on Facebook but then writing “LOL” and “” after it.  
 
4.27.12:        Wichita School District wants teachers to contact every kids parent at least 
once each grading period.  
 
5.16.12:            A recent survey by the Kansas City, Missouri government finds many 
teenagers complain they have nothing to do in the city with their free time.  

 

 

 

7.  DRUGS 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News 
 
5.3.12:          A bill that would allow pharmacists to bow out of providing drugs they 
believe might cause an abortion cleared the state legislature yesterday (Wednesday). 
The Senate voted 23-16 to approve the bill, which is primarily intended to broaden legal 
protections for health-care providers who don’t want to be involved in abortion 
procedures. Already passed by the House in March, the bill now awaits the signature of 
Republican Gov. Sam Brownback, a staunch opponent of abortion. Opponents of the 



bill in the Senate worried about its broad language prohibiting anyone from being 
required to prescribe or administer a drug they “reasonably believe” might result in the 
termination of a pregnancy. 

 
5.3.12:         A bill being proposed in Topeka would lift Kansas's smoking ban in bars, its 
sponsor saying it's not fair that bars have to ban smoking, but casinos still don't. BUT 
even though many bar owners felt inconvenienced when the ban went into effect two 
years ago, not every bar would now jump at the opportunity to go back to how it was. 
Our news partners at Channel 9 talked to a customer at Birdie's in Overland Park. He 
explains the tough spot Kansas bar owners would be put in if smoking were allowed 
again. And Birdie's invested $30 thousand in a patio for smokers. Fortunately for 
Birdie's, there likely isn't enough time left in the legislative session for the bill to pass. 

 

 

Dana and Parks 
 
4.26.12:           A newspaper report in the USA Today reveals that teenagers are using 
hand sanitizer to get high.  

 

 

 

8.  WOMEN 

 

Dana and Parks 

 

4.26.12:          New report finds that 5 out of 6 murders in Olathe are the result of 

domestic violence. Dana and Parks spoke with Sharon Katz with SafeHome in Johnson 
County.  
 
5.10.12:          Time Magazine generates controversy after putting a picture on the cover 
of its magazine showing a mom breastfeeding her five year old son.  

 

 

 

9.  HEALTH 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

4.18.12:          Wanna feel better, have more energy and lose weight?  The best way is 
still exercise!  That according to Dr. Linda May from Kansas City University of Medicine 
and Bioscience, who's putting on a symposium today and tomorrow about the benefits 
of exercise. She says new research keeps showing that exercise is good for you...even 
if you've got cancer or HIV.  The symposium starts at noon today at Weaver Auditorium. 



 

 5.3.12:         The owner of a New Jersey tanning salon is backing a mother charged 
with child endangerment for allegedly taking her five-year-old daughter in. The mother 
has pleaded not guilty and insists the child's sunburn was from being outside on a 
particularly warm day in April. The mother and the salon owner say the child was not 
inside a tanning booth. 
 
 

Dana and Parks  
 
6.20.12:         The Texas Rangers TV announcer has a stroke on the air. Local tv 
personality Michael Mackie joins Dana and Parks to discuss his stroke, the warning 
signs, and how to get help quickly.  
 
 

 

10.  CHARITY 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 
6.20.12:             A recent poll suggests that nearly 70 percent of Americans value 
volunteer work in the community over working on political campaigns. The folks I spoke 
with were overwhelmingly in favor of volunteer work as the way to make an impact on 
the community. The most common reason was trust, or a lack there of, in politicians. 
Others cited personal satisfaction and growth. With food pantries, the City Union 
Mission and local churches as the venues of choice for those looking to give back. 

 


