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Each quarter, KMBZ-FM places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have been some of the 

significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most significant programming broadcast to help 

meet those problems and needs.  

 

The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File of Station KMBZ-

FM in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period January-March, 2012. While this list contains a 

brief description of much of KMBZ-FM' s most significant typical and illustrative programs and program segments, 

it does not include all programs an program segments broadcast by the station during the three months which related 

to other issues.  

 

 

___________________________________  

Dave Alpert  

General Manager  

 

 

___________________________________  

Jack Landreth  

Program Director  

 

 

 

___________________________________  

Date Filed  



Kansas City’s Morning News With EJ and Ellen  

The Voice of Merrill  

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  

KMBZ Live with Darla Jaye  



KMBZ-FM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS  
January-March, 2012  

 

1. BUSINESS/JOBS  
The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers. The 

proposed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City area with the 

two auto plants. The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch reporting a lower 

quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME  
Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area. New statistics out show that violent crime is up 

among all ages and races and in all cities. White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses. The Kansas 

City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information. Kansas City Police 

Department revamping and looking at more police on streets.  

 

3. GOVERNMENT  
The shake up of the November election with Democrats firmly in control in the both the White House and Congress, 

also felt at the state and local level on both sides of the stateline. The many promises being made will be a focus as 

the administration takes office in January, with Congress expected to make quick action on an economic stimulus 

plant. Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city 

council over several issues including that of his wife.. As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set to convene 

next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, infrastructure and 

immigration.  

 

4. EDUCATION  
The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will begin 

next quarter.. Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in charge. 

Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being 

withheld.  

 

5.MINORITIES  
As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic community 

rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy. Meanwhile, 

area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism. Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to punish businesses 

and landlords that hire and house illegals.  

 

6. YOUTH  

The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing more 

schools to crackdown on any truancy problems. Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials are 

concerned about growing gang violence. There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and more 

young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime.  

 

7. DRUGS  
While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still the 

drug of choice. While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that can be 

used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working. New surveys out 

that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem.  

 

8. WOMEN  
The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area. As the 

metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to 

pressure. More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and that has been 

noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9. HEALTH  



Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured. Kansas City 

health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here.. The focus of 

health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 

City, many are asking the candidates their views.  

 

10. CHARITY  
Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 

doors. The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  



1.BUSINESS/JOBS  

 
Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
1.13.12: The general manager of Liberty Hills Country Club says they will rebuild the clubhouse 
on the same site. In an e-mail to the Star yesterday, Todd Surdez says the club is currently 
trying to find a temporary facility to use during the reconstruction process. He says the golf 
course plans to open again on Tuesday. Fire investigators have not been able to officially 
determine what started the January 6th blaze that leveled the country club.  
 
1.13.12: Mayor Sly James is still optimistic that there will be help from the general assembly in 
retaining jobs. We spoke with James about his recent trip to Jefferson City and meetings with 
legislators. Kansas has been widely criticized for " job poaching." It already has a " deal closing 
fund," and now Governor Sam Brownback wants to cut state income taxes. We asked James if 
that will make things worse. But James says creating an "angel fund" is vital. He says several 
bordering states have such measures in place. They allow tax incentives for investors who help 
finance "start up" companies.  
 
1.20.12: Local businesses near 50th and Main were inundated with customers last evening, 
part of a "cash mob"...just like a flash mob, except instead of a dance routine, the mob pulled out 
wads of money and made purchases! The cash mob was put together through social media. Last 
evening's event has many local retailers hoping for more.  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.26.12: While the national unemployment rate slowly improves, Kansas City has seen a dramatic 

increase in people going back to work.  

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME.  
 
1.13.12: Two people have been charged in connection with Tuesday's robbery of Bank Midwest 
on Shawnee Drive in KCK. 21-year-old Jason Ham, and 29-year-old Holly Lindsey are accused of 
the hold up. According to police, the robber handed a teller a note demanding money during 
the robbery, but did not display a weapon. Investigators say witnesses got a license plate 
number on the getaway car. Police tracked it to Ham's mothers's house. Each suspect faces up 
to 20 years in federal prison and a fine of $250,000 if convicted.  
 
1.20.12: Charges have been filed in yesterday morning's police pursuit that ended in a fatal car 
crash. A 24-year-old Olathe man, Casey Allen Cordell, is charged with involuntary 
manslaughter. Chistopher L. Ford died in the collision at 18th and Prospect. The car Cordell 
was driving was reported stolen. The police chase started in Johnson County and Kansas City 
police picked up the pursuit when it crossed the state line. Police say Cordell was speeding and 
nearly hit a police officer before crashing into a city water truck about 2:30 a.m. yesterday.  
 



1.13.12: Police are looking for a man who knocked off a Prairie Village dry cleaning business 
yesterday evening. A 6 foot 2 balding black male walked into Pride Cleaners on 71st and State 
Line yesterday, intimated that he had a gun in his jacket, and demanded cash. The employee 
complied, and the thief left on foot. You can find a sketch of the suspect on kmbz.com, and if you 
have any information, call the TIPS Hotline at 816-474-TIPS.  

 

 

 

3. GOVERNMENT  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.22.12: The Missouri Supreme Court issues a ruling that enforces a strict ban on strip clubs in 

Missouri.  

 

 

 

4. EDUCATION  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.13.12: Two Lee’s Summit North students are suspended from school for an entire academic year 

for racist and sexist remarks that appeared on their private blog website.  

 

3.14.12: The Kansas City, Missouri School District is trying to locate about one thousand students 

that it has lost track of over the past several years.  

 

3.23.12: A federal judge has ordered two Lee’s Summit North students back to school. The students 

were suspended for a year following racist and sexist remarks on their private blog website. The 

district has vowed to appeal the decision.  

 

 

5. MINORITIES  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.21.12: The nation has become riveted by the Trayvon Martin slaying. And the 

fact that as of this writing the admitted shooter, George Zimmerman, has not been 

arrested nor charged.  

 

 

 

6. YOUTH  



 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.21.12: This weekend marks the highly-anticipated release of the movie, The Hunger Games. The 

three novels of this trilogy have been incredibly successful with teenagers. We speak with KMBZ 

movie critic Jack Poessiger about whether or not the movie is appropriate for children to see.  

 

3.23.12: Bullying is in the spotlight following a series of attacks, some even filmed with cell phone 

video cams. We spoke with parents of children who have been the victims of bullies.  

 

 

 

7. DRUGS  

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 
1.20.12: The Kansas legislature is looking at two new bills, designed to revamp the state's dated 
liquor laws. KMBZ's Kara Marxer reports. It wasn't until 1948 that alcohol was even permitted 
in the state of Kansas, so its really no surprise that to this day, you can only buy wine, full-
strength beer and liquor in a liquor store. But under this new bill, liquor store owners will be 
able to expand their businesses. Joe Grieshaber, President of Dillions Stores says the other part 
of the legislation would allow grocery stores to sell liquor, not just 3.2 percent beer.  
 
1.20.12: Police in San Francisco believe a man had too much to drink when he drove his SUV 
onto the underground tracks of the city's subway system, shutting it down for more than two 
hours Thursday. Forty-year-old Scott Mitchell was arrested on suspicion of driving under the 
influence, driving on train tracks and failure to obey a traffic sign.  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.26.12: Despite a ban in both Missouri and Kansas, teen use of the drug K-2 continues to rise. In 

part because it is often sold behind the counter at certain gas stations.  

 

 

 

8. WOMEN  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.13.12: A Shawnee woman loses her apartment in a massive fire, all of her contents burned plus 

several books she had borrowed from the local library. Despite her loss, the Library System is 

demanding that she pay them for the destroyed books.  

 

3.27.12: Hundreds of abortion records are discovered in an Overland Park recycling container. The 

doctor who threw them in there says he didn’t think he was doing anything wrong.  



 

 

 

 

 

9. HEALTH  

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

1.13.12: Sales of the top-selling drug in history have leveled off after a steep plunge following the 

start of U.S. generic competition. New figures from data firm IMS Health show that at the end of 

December, sales of Pfizer's Lipitor were at just above 37 percent market share. Two new generic 

versions came on the market at the beginning of December.  

 

RadioActive with Dana and Parks  
 

3.15.12: The federal government launches a massive new TV and radio campaign to discourage 

people, especially teenagers, from smoking. The campaign includes graphic testimonials from people 

who have lost limbs, the ability to speak, etc from smoking cigarettes.  

 

3.29.12: In a stunning find, new research suggests that autism affects one out of 88 children in the 

United States, a much higher figure than previously thought.  

 

 

 

10. CHARITY 


