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WCLY-AM, Raleigh, NC (1550) 

QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY CONCERNS/ISSUES 
AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

2nd Quarter 2020 
 

The following is a list of issues and concerns for the Second Quarter 2020 (April, May & June) and addressed in Public 
Affairs Programming, Public Service Announcements, and special programming on WCLY-AM  

 
 
1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES 
 
2.  COVID-19 INFORMATION 

 
3. POLITICAL CONCERNS/ISSUES 
 
4. HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
5. UNEMPLOYMENT/ WORKPLACE ISSUES 
  
6. FOOD INSECURITY/ POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS 
 
7. EDUCATION/ SCHOOLS 
 
8. HEALTHCARE /HEALTH INSURANCE 
  
9. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
During April, May, and June 2020, WCLY-AM broadcast 13 hours of Public Affairs Programming on Sundays from 7-
8:00AM.  
 

NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD is a 30-minute program, focusing on state policy issues that air 
Sundays at 6AM. 
 
ON THE RECORD is a 29-and-a-half-minute program produced by WRAL-TV.  It airs at 6:30AM Sundays. 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) at random times.  Dates/times are noted by air staff when broadcast. 
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Comments are extrapolated from questionnaires completed by local community leaders, including government, civic, 
church and other organizations.  Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio & Newspaper, and well as internet) 
for comments/opinions of community leaders, in an effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns. 
 
2nd QUARTER ISSUES: 
 
1. ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES 
From business closings to unemployment filings, to decreased tax revenue, COVID-19 and the associated lockdown of 
residents and non-essential businesses continued to impact the country as a whole.  
 
2. COVID-19 INFORMATION 
The public was inundated with misinformation on COVID-19. Broadcast and print media worked to disseminate accurate 
information. 
 

Media outlets also worked to convey local guidelines (essential business guidelines, mask requirements, social 
distancing.) 
 
3. POLITICAL 
Governor Roy Cooper followed a four-phase reopening plan for business.  He vetoed a reopening bill dealing with gyms 
and bars multiple times as infections and hospitalizations continue to trend upward. As with bars and gyms, GOP 
lawmakers want to let bowling alleys and skating rinks open despite the governor's COVID-19 closure orders.  
 
The General Assembly's Republican majority struggled with Gov. Roy Cooper, a Democrat, over his coronavirus 
response, which closed a wide range of businesses in recent months. Senate Bill 105 would require Cooper and future 
governors to get consent from a majority of the Council of State to take such action. 
 
Voter suppression continues to be of concern. House Bill 1169 contains many provisions requested by the State Board of 
Elections and voting rights advocates to help the state prepare for conducting an election during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
4. HUMAN RIGHTS 
The recording of George Floyd’s death in police custody elevated discussions of systemic racism and sparked civil unrest. 
Large scale protests broke out across the country, including the Raleigh-Durham area. Protests in support of police reform 
and the removal of confederate statues continued through June.  
 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling for LGBTQ equality in the workplace was a huge victory for the LGBTQ community and a 
major loss for the Trump administration, which had sided with employers in three cases before the court. 
 
5. UNEMPLOYMENT/ WORKPLACE ISSUES 
Job losses and business restructuring resulted from the global pandemic. Record unemployment levels hit some cities. 
COVID-19 produced new focus on social distancing. How do businesses bring employees safely back into the workplace? 
Wages for many essential workers and compensation for working in dangerous conditions. 
 
6. FOOD INSECURITY/ POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS 
Food insecurity continues to be a problem for lower-income areas. The economic effects of COVID-19 placed a strain on 
local food banks. With schools closed, many school systems continued to provide free lunches to vulnerable students who 
rely on school lunch programs.  
 
Raleigh attempted to follow Durham’s lead from 2019 to pass an $80 million affordable housing bond. Durham passed a 
$95 million bond in 2019. The State Supreme Court’s moratorium on evictions during the early months of the COVID-19 
shutdown ended on June 21 and affordable housing advocates worry about the fallout. 
 
7. EDUCATION/ SCHOOLS 
With schools closed during the pandemic, students were moved to virtual classrooms/ remote learning. Educators and 
governing bodies are faced with decisions such as how to safely allow students back on campus and how to assess student 
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achievement (Primary-university level). Remote learning highlighted the socioeconomic disparity in regard to resources 
available to students  
 
The lack of nurses and mental health professionals in schools continues to be an issue. 
 
8. HEALTHCARE /HEALTH INSURANCE 
The COVID-19 outbreak threatened to overwhelm the local healthcare system. Testing for the virus slowly became 
available to larger sectors of the public.  
 
The disparities in health care between ethnic groups prior to March 2020 were further exposed and exploited by the global 
pandemic. In North Carolina, 10.7% of residents are uninsured. So are 29.7% of the state’s Hispanic population, 18.6% of 
its American Indian population and 10.7% of the black population — compared to a 9.8% uninsured rate in the white 
population. 
 
9. JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE 
Police departments across the country expressed growing unease amid mounting pressure to reform operations following 
the death of George Floyd and emerging footage from similar police incidents. Raleigh’s Chief of Police Cassandra Deck-
Brown is under pressure to resign by several groups due to her department’s response to police-related shootings. 
 
Public protests emerged with the Senate unanimously passing SB168. Part of this legislation prevents family members of 
people who die in the custody of law enforcement from getting access to their loved one's medical records. It also limits 
public disclosure of the cause of death. 
 
10. MILITARY 
COVID-19 has had an impact on military recruiting, closing enlistment stations, and forcing thousands of recruiters to 
find potential soldiers online or even on their front steps. As enlistments slowed, worries grew that the armed services 
would have to rely more on current troops re-enlisting to meet total force requirements by the end of the fiscal year 
(September) 
 
11. ENVIRONMENT 
Trump administration’s rollback of over 100 environmental rules could significantly increase greenhouse gas emissions 
and lead to thousands of extra deaths from poor air quality each year, according to energy and legal analysts. The EPA 
counters that they delivered on President Trump’s commitment to return the agency to its core mission: Providing cleaner 
air, water and land to the American people. 
 
12. RELIGION/SERVICE 
Today’s society requires that religious services be available by digital means. The global pandemic made this more 
remote services more relevant as social distancing guidelines made church services illegal. 
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2nd QUARTER PROGRAMS: 
 
ECONOMIC CONCERNS/ISSUES 
 
PA Block for 4-5-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  Budget & Tax Center Senior Economist, Patrick McHugh 
Summary: President Trump signed a roughly $2 trillion stimulus package into law last week, an aggressive response by 
Congress to the coronavirus pandemic that has battered the nation’s economy.  The legislation is the largest relief package 
in US history and extends aid to many struggling Americans.  But as the health crisis drags on many are wondering, will it 
be enough?  How should state leaders supplement the resources being offered to the unemployed. 
 
PA Block for 4-12-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  Lynn Minges, President & CEO of the NC Restaurant & Lodging Association 
Summary: Nearly 400,000 jobs have been lost in NC’s restaurant & hotel industries because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
The halting of most travel and closing of dine-in service at restaurants has devastated the state’s approximately 18,000 
restaurants and 1,800 hotels. Lynn says the industry desperately needs help from the General Assembly, in addition to any 
federal emergency relief that may come to these businesses. Minges discusses the challenges facing these business owners 
and their employees and how a $100 million grant fund from the state could help. Minges also discusses tax changes that 
could help keep these businesses afloat. 
 
PA Block for 4-19-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  Senator Jeff Jackson 
Summary: NC’s General Assembly reconvenes on April 28 and lawmakers will be faced with dozens of requests to help 
the unemployed, small businesses, hospitals, healthcare workers, childcare providers and just about everyone else who has 
been touched in some way by the pandemic and the economic fallout. Legislators are also facing growing pressure to re-
open the economy. News & Views spoke to Senator Jackson this week from his home in Mecklenburg County about the 
steps needed for NC to set aside restrictions and return to a new normal. 
 
PA Block for 4-26-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  MaryBe McMillan, President of the NC State AFL-CIO 
Summary: Ms. McMillan, joins us to discuss how lawmakers can best help workers hit hard by the coronavirus crisis. 
Issues discussed: wages, healthcare benefits, paid sick leave for workers on the front line of the pandemic. 
 
News and Views 
Guest:  Economist John Quinterno of South by North Strategies 
Summary: John takes a closer look at the economic fallout from the pandemic and what steps lawmakers will need to take 
to ensure workers and small business owners receive the help they need. Issues discussed:  The Great Recession, 
mounting joblessness in NC as a result of the coronavirus, extended unemployment benefits, job-sharing, and how long it 
will take for some workers in NC to recover economically 
 
PA BLOCK 5-10-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Senator Jay Chaudhuri 
State Senator Jay Chaudhuri joins us to discuss the $1.57 billion relief package lawmakers approved for coronavirus 
relief. The state also receives $3.5 billion in federal coronavirus money from the CARES Act. Chaudhuri discusses how 
that money will help and what additional support is needed to help North Carolina businesses and the newly jobless. Sen, 
Chaudhuri also weighs in on how to make our elections safe and fair this fall, if there is another wave of COVID-19.  
 
PA BLOCK 5-24-2020 
News & Views 
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Guest: Duke University historian Dirk Philipsen 
Duke University Professor of Economic History Dirk Philipsen explains how the modern economy and our understanding 
of what constitutes economic success, has been greatly hindered by the tool economists and politicians most commonly 
used to measure growth – a metric known as gross domestic product or GDP. Philipsen discusses problems with our 
modern economy’s obsession with the never-ending growth of gross domestic product. As Philipsen points out, GDP 
growth is both unsustainable and causing humans to place value on negative activity (like pollution and weapons and even 
divorce) while utterly discounting things that we would almost all consider better indicators of societal well-being. 
Philipsen discusses why now during the COVID-19 pandemic the time is right to re-consider how we measure the success 
and well-being of our lives and out community.   
 
PA BLOCK 5-31-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: NC State University economist Dr. Mike Walden 
North Carolina's unemployment rate spiked to above 12% last month as businesses shuttered and workers were told to 
stay-home to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.  The question now is how will North Carolina's economy adapt and 
change after the virus crisis subsides? NC State University economist Mike Walden sees several trends emerging that 
include more tele-commuting, less demand for commercial real estate, and some real benefits for small towns and rural 
areas. Dr. Walden joins us the week to discuss the state unemployment picture and how quickly the state may recover.  
 
PA BLOCK 6-21-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein 
It’s an outrage that it took a televised police killing to make it happen, but it’s clear that millions of white Americans are 
finally waking up to the unjust reality that confronts people of color in this country when it comes to interacting with law 
enforcement. Here in North Carolina, one of Gov. Cooper’s responses to the killing of George Floyd and the protests it 
spawned has been the establishment of a new Task Force for Racial Equity in Criminal Justice. The group will be led by 
Supreme Court Justice Anita Earls and Attorney General Josh Stein and earlier this week, the Attorney General was kind 
enough to join News & Views by phone to discuss his hopes for the task force, as well as several other issues, including 
the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling on LGBTQ equality and some of the actions his office has been taking to protect 
consumers from rip-offs spawned by the health pandemic.   
 
 
COVID-19 INFORMATION 
 
PA Block for 4-5-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  State Epidemiologist Dr. Zack Moore & State Health & Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen 
Summary: It’s been another historic week for NC in the effort to fight ack against the COVID-19 pandemic.  Governor 
Cooper’s statewide stay-at-home order took effect March 30, with any local orders with tighter restrictions taking 
precedence. Dr. Moore tells us cases of the virus will continue to increase quickly this month as this was just the “first 
wave” in the “acceleration phase” of the pandemic.  Ms. Cohen echoed the Dr’s concerns, acknowledging that while 
people may be feeling a little cooped-up at the point, staying at home and minimizing exposure to this highly contagious 
virus is our best-chance for defeating it.  Cohen says there is no immunity and no treatment, making social distancing the 
best tool to keeping the general public safe. 
 
PA Block for 4-19-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  Governor Roy Cooper and Health & Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen 
Summary: NC hit two troubling milestones this past week. More than 5,000 citizens have tested positive for the new 
coronavirus, and more than 100 people have now died. Those numbers are growing every day, but Governor Cooper says 
there is also some hopeful news: social distancing appears to be working. And while a group of protesters gathered in 
downtown Raleigh this past Tuesday to demand the state lift public health restrictions, Ms. Cohen said we aren’t there yet, 
and have not hit the peak of the pandemic.  Cooper and Cohen made the case this week to examine testing, tracing and 
trends before the state could re-open for business. 
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PA Block for 4-26-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  Senator Gladys Robinson 
Summary: State lawmakers return to Raleigh this week to address the COVID-19 crisis. We’ll hear from Senator 
Robinson about some of the healthcare policy proposals she’ll be trying to make sure are on the agenda.  Issues discussed: 
extended unemployment benefits, disparities in health outcomes for minorities who contract COVID-19, emergency 
childcare for frontline workers, and making Election Day a state holiday. 
 
PA BLOCK 5-3-2020 
News & Views  
Guests: Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen and State Board of Education chairman Eric Davis 
After mostly staying at home for the month of April, many North Carolinians are asking “When?” “When will cases of 
COVID-19 peak and diminish?” “And when can we expect to see restrictions begin to be lifted across North Carolina?” 
 
While Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen says a sharp and immediate decline in cases is unlikely, one 
thing she’ll be looking for is something that can be described as ‘a sustained leveling.’ 
 
As health officials are focused on contact-tracing to combat COVID-19, education officials are trying to get their arms 
around how to handle the remainder of this school year, now that the decision has been made to keep all school districts 
closed. State Board of Education Chairman Eric Davis explained that even though physical classrooms would not re-open 
in May or June, North Carolina teachers would be as busy as ever helping students. Davis said that in addition to making 
sure students have the resources they need, there is a lot of thought going into how school events may be staggered next 
year and just how many students can safely be in a classroom at one time.  
 
PA BLOCK 5-10-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: State Rep. Sydney Batch 
State lawmakers held a rare Saturday session last weekend to approve a pair of bills intended to provide a measure of 
additional relief to state residents coping with the coronavirus pandemic. And while the legislation received 
overwhelming bipartisan support and won swift approval from Gov. Cooper, it also left a lot of key issues unaddressed. 
Earlier this week, we spoke with state Rep. Sydney Batch of Wake County to get her assessment of the legislation. Batch 
says that while she supported the package and its allocation of more and $1.5 billion in federal funds, she is deeply 
disappointed that the legislation failed to address the state’s large and growing health insurance gap by expanding 
Medicaid or to provide necessary improvements to the state’s last-in-the-nation unemployment insurance system. 
 
PA BLOCK 5-10-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Health policy analyst Dr. Will Munn 
The latest data show that the percentage of African Americans who have been diagnosed with and died from COVID-19 is 
considerably higher than their percentage of the population. Indeed, if current trends hold, the number of Black North 
Carolinians who will die from the virus will be almost double what would have been expected from the state’s 
demographic makeup. In an effort to better understand these troubling numbers, we spoke with researcher and policy 
analyst Will Munn of the North Carolina Justice Center’s Health Advocacy Project. Dr. Munn is the author of a powerful 
new report entitled “African Americans are contracting and dying from COVID-19 at higher rates. We know why.”  
 
PA BLOCK 6-21-2020 
News & Views 
Guests: Gov. Roy Cooper and Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen 
Governor Roy Cooper is expected to announce this coming week whether North Carolina will take another step in further 
easing the state’s COVID-19 restrictions. The difficult decision comes as North Carolina has recorded more than 46,000 
positive cases of COVID and 1,154 deaths, and the number of people hospitalized continued to exceed 800 in recent days. 
As Cooper explained this past week, these are the numbers that he and health experts will assess in determining how 
quickly we move in safely reopening the state. North Carolina has about 500 COVID-19 testing sites now, and Health and 
Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen believes getting more people tested – even those without symptoms – will be 
crucial to getting a handle on transmission. One thing state and local officials seemed to agree on this week was that 
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decisions to reopen gyms, bars, summer camps, local pools and eventually our public schools will not be easy. Ultimately, 
moving methodically, and basing our actions on data, remains our best hope for shaping intelligent policy.  
 
 
POLITICAL ISSUES 
 
PA BLOCK 5-31-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Governor Roy Cooper  
North Carolina is now officially in Phase-Two of the COVID-19 reopening, but recovery from this global pandemic will 
be a lengthy one. This week Governor Roy Cooper announced the distribution of $85 million in federal funds to 59 
counties in order to help cover public health needs and other essential services. The governor also found himself peppered 
with questions this week about whether his administration would quickly guarantee President Trump that the Spectrum 
Center in Charlotte could operate at full capacity in August for the Republican National Convention.  Trump tweeted that 
without such a guarantee, he might pull the convention and the millions of dollars it would bring the Queen City. Cooper 
signaled Tuesday that the Trump tweet would not sway his decision.  The governor’s three-phase approach to reopening 
was also challenged this week by the owners of several gyms and fitness studios across North Carolina who threatened a 
lawsuit Wednesday against state restrictions that will keep them closed a few more weeks. Health and Human Service 
Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen echoed the governor in calling for their continued patience to protect public safety. 
 
PA BLOCK 6-14-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Democracy North Carolina executive director Tomas Lopez 
Early voting in what figures to be one of the most important elections in American history starts in just four months, and 
with the shadow of the coronavirus pandemic looming, numerous fundamental questions remain as to how our state and 
nation will manage things in safe way. Fortunately, election officials and voting rights advocates are in agreement on a lot 
of the steps North Carolina must take to make sure citizens can safely exercise their civic duty. Earlier this week, we 
spoke with one of our state’s leading advocates for voting rights, Tomas Lopez about the key steps that must be taken to 
assure affair election and whether the state legislature is likely to be a help or a hindrance in the process.  
 
PA BLOCK 6-21-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: North Carolina Congresswoman Alma Adams 
When it comes to assessing and responding to issues of race, justice and inequality, few modern-day North Carolina 
political leaders bring a greater degree wisdom and credibility to the table than Congresswoman Alma Adams. Adams, 
who came to a career in politics after a long and distinguished tenure as a college professor, is now serving her third full 
term in the U.S. House of Representatives where she’s quickly come to hold several leadership roles. Earlier this week, 
Rep. Adams joined News & Views by phone to talk about, among other things, the protest movement that’s swept the 
nation in response to recent police killings, the COVID-19 pandemic and the departure of the Republican National 
Convention from Charlotte, and what’s on the policy agenda in Washington as we head toward the November election. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
PA BLOCK 6-7-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Rev. Dr. William Barber, Gov. Roy Cooper, HHS Sec. Mandy Cohen and Chief Justice Cherie Beasley 
On May 25 George Floyd, an African-American man, was killed in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He was pinned to the ground 
by a white police officer, with a knee to Floyd’s neck for nine minutes.  Four officers face charges for the use of deadly 
force, but the events have sparked nationwide outrage and civil unrest over the last two weeks.  
In our state, some of North Carolina’s most prominent leaders tried to make sense of this senseless tragedy. This week we 
will hear from Dr. William Barber, Gov. Roy Cooper, HHS Sec. Mandy Cohen and Chief Justice Cherie Beasley who all 
spoke out against systemic racism this week and the need for America to listen to the protesters and force change within 
our system. Beasley, North Carolina’s first Black Supreme Court Chief Justice, said it is imperative we begin to recognize 
the legitimate pain and frustration that comes from disparate treatment by our judicial system. 
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PA BLOCK 6-21-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Shaw University scholar and state Historical Commission member Prof. Valerie Johnson  
The question of what to do with the scores of Confederate statues and monuments that dot North Carolina has been a high 
profile issue for some time now, but in recent days, with the anti-racism protest movement that arose in the aftermath of 
the police killing of George Floyd, it seems that a logjam may have finally broken. Earlier this week, we got a chance to 
talk with someone who has been immersed in this debate for years. Prof. Valerie Johnson is the Dean of the School of 
Arts, Sciences and Humanities at Raleigh’s Shaw University and a longtime member of the state Historical Commission 
who has spoken eloquently on numerous occasions about what the monuments actually stand for and why they must come 
down. Dr. Johnson discusses the recent removal of monuments from the state Capitol grounds and where North Carolina 
should go from here.  
 
PA BLOCK 6-28-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: State Senator Valerie 
It’s hard to believe that it’s still the case in 21st century America, but there’s simply no denying the fact that racism and 
racist practices continue to infect our systems of law enforcement and criminal justice. For Black men, in particular, 
unprovoked confrontations with law enforcement are frequently an unavoidable and terrifying reality of life.  This week, 
we got a chance to discuss this issue as well as several other matters related to the ongoing awakening on matters of race 
that seems to be taking place across the across our country with State Senator Valerie Foushee of Chatham and Orange 
Counties. In addition to offering her takes some of the big picture issues, Senator Foushee was kind enough to share some 
of the fears and indignities that she, an African American mom, has had to face in her own life.  
 
 
UNEMPLOYMENT/ WORKPLACE ISSUES 
 
PA BLOCK 5-24-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Carol Brooke, veteran workers’ rights attorney with the NC Justice Center 
Well, despite many legitimate concerns about whether it’s too early and likely to force many at-risk people into life-
endangering situations, North Carolina has – at least for now -- commenced reopening many businesses that had been 
shuttered by the COVID-19 pandemic. As one might expect, this is presenting some workers with extremely difficult 
decisions – for themselves, their families and their financial well-being. This week we discuss the employment landscape 
with someone who helps workers understand their rights in the workplace – veteran workers’ rights attorney Carol Brooke 
of the North Carolina Justice Center. Brooke recently authored a detailed and informative paper on issues like 
unemployment insurance and workplace safety during the pandemic and what rights workers are entitled to as they are 
called back to work.  
 
FOOD INSECURITY/ POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS 
 
PA Block for 4-12-20 
News and Views 
Guest:  Dr. Peter Morris, Executive Director of Urban Ministries 
Summary: Even before the coronavirus up-ended our lives, Urban Ministries of Wake County had a full-plate. Nearly 
2,000 patients call their Open Door Clinic their medical home, and last year they served more than 20,000 adults and 
10,000 hungry children through its food pantry. But the highly contagious virus forced one of the area’s largest non-
profits to re-think everything it does, getting by with far fewer volunteers and increasing demands on services. Dr. Morris 
talks about adapting to “the new normal” and the impact the pandemic has had on NC’s nonprofit community. Other 
issues discussed:  food insecurity, homelessness and uninsured North Carolinians. 
 
PA BLOCK 5-10-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Jennifer Caslin, Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina 
Unemployment benefit claims have surpassed one million in North Carolina, with many, many of those cases the results 
of the pandemic. Add to that, schools are out and family budgets are stretched thin, and it's no wonder the Food Bank of 
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Central and Eastern North Carolina is seeing a greater demand for services than it has ever experienced before. Jennifer 
Caslin, the Food Bank's Marketing & Project Manager, discusses how the organization is responding to the COVID-19 
crisis across the 34 counties that it serves.  
 
PA BLOCK 6-14-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: NC Child’s acting policy director Whitney Tucker 
Fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic means that the number of North Carolina families struggling with basic needs is on 
the rise. And unfortunately, things weren’t all peaches and cream before the virus took hold.  The advocacy group NC 
Child has just released its annual County Data Cards, highlighting key indicators of child well-being across the state and 
the story it tells is a troubling one. Even before the pandemic struck, nearly half of children in North Carolina lived in a 
family that was struggling with poverty. This fact had a big and negative impact on a variety of well-being indicators – 
including hunger, health, and infant mortality. We discuss the data and what it means for our state with NC Child’s acting 
policy director Whitney Tucker.  Issues covered: poverty, health care, childcare, infant mortality, and systemic racism.  
 
 
EDUCATION/ SCHOOLS 
 
PA BLOCK FOR 5-3-2020 
News & Views  
Guests: Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen and State Board of Education chairman Eric Davis 
After mostly staying at home for the month of April, many North Carolinians are asking “When?” “When will cases of 
COVID-19 peak and diminish?” “And when can we expect to see restrictions begin to be lifted across North Carolina?”  
While Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen says a sharp and immediate decline in cases is unlikely, one 
thing she’ll be looking for is something that can be described as ‘a sustained leveling.’ As health officials are focused on 
contact-tracing to combat COVID-19, education officials are trying to get their arms around how to handle the remainder 
of this school year, now that the decision has been made to keep all school districts closed. State Board of Education 
Chairman Eric Davis explained that even though physical classrooms would not re-open in May or June, North Carolina 
teachers would be as busy as ever helping students. Davis said that in addition to making sure students have the resources 
they need, there is a lot of thought going into how school events may be staggered next year and just how many students 
can safely be in a classroom at one time.  
 
PA BLOCK 5-10-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Mark Jewell, President of the NC Association of Educators 
The NCAE president joins us this week to discuss what teachers have been doing since schools shuttered in April, and 
how schools may be restructured in the coming school year with an emphasis on safety. In the second half of our 
conversation, we look at federal and state relief packages that will help our public schools re-open this fall.  Mark Jewell 
also elaborates on the need for more school nurses and mental health counselors for students and staff experiencing 
trauma from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
PA BLOCK 5-31-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Pachovia Lovett, MSW 
School Social Work, NC Department of Public Instruction  
Public schools in North Carolina have long suffered from an acute shortage of nurses, psychologists, and social workers. 
Even prior to the coronavirus, funding for these critical positions was hugely inadequate and student-to-professional ratios 
were well below national minimum standards. 
Now, as schools begin to plan for reopen their doors later this summer to hundreds of thousands of children and families 
traumatized by the pandemic, the need for these services figures to hit new highs. Recently, in an effort to learn more 
about the state’s plans and the scope of the need in this vital area, we sat down with one of the officials who oversees 
them, Pachovia Lovett with the state Department of Public Instruction. 
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PA BLOCK 6-7-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: State Representative Cynthia Ball 
As students prepare to return to school in August, state Rep. Cynthia Ball discusses her efforts to pass legislation that 
would ensure each school have a permanent, full-time nurse on duty. School mental health officials expect a greater 
number of students, teachers and other staff will return to campuses needing their services. Schools closed in mid-March 
due to the COVID-19 crisis. They could reopen in mid-August. “With the COVID-19 pandemic, we must be especially 
vigilant about monitoring the spread of the disease, particularly in a high-contact environment such as a school.” 
 
HEALTHCARE /HEALTH INSURANCE  
 
PA BLOCK 6-28-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Christina Adeleke of the North Carolina AIDS Action Network 
It’s been more than 40 years since HIV and AIDS made their unwelcome entry into the modern world and, despite the big 
strides scientists have made in fashioning effective treatments, the fact remains that we still do not have a vaccine or a 
cure. What’s more, huge numbers of people, especially in the southern United States, continue to contract and spread the 
disease. This week we got a chance to discuss this still vexing health crisis with Christina Adeleke of the North Carolina 
AIDS Action Network. As Adeleke pointed out, the emergence of COVID-19 is not helping this already challenging 
situation.     
 
 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM/CRIME/VIOLENCE 
 
PA BLOCK 5-3-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: State Supreme Court Chief Justice Cheri Beasley  
When North Carolina Supreme Court justice Cheri Beasley was elevated to become chief justice a little over a year ago, 
she couldn’t have imagined many of the issues that have elbowed their way on to her already jam-packed plate in 2020.  
 
To her great credit, however, Beasley has managed to handle the many administrative challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic with remarkable skill and vision. Earlier this week the chief was kind enough to join us for an extended 
conversation about how the state court system is responding to the crisis. Chief Justice Beasley also discusses know how 
the state courts are dealing with some especially urgent matters like domestic violence and evictions 
 

PA BLOCK 6-7-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: Durham District Attorney Satana Deberry  
We continue our conversation about race and justice in a very special and candid interview with Durham’s top prosecutor. 
District Attorney Satana Deberry discusses the challenges of being a prosecutor and a mother amid the recent unrest and 
racial strife. Deberry also talks about her own concerns about policy brutality when she travels outside her home county. 
“When we embrace equality and accountability, it does work,” Deberry tells News & Views. 
 

PA BLOCK 6-28-2020 
News & Views 
Guest: State Senator Valerie 
It’s hard to believe that it’s still the case in 21st century America, but there’s simply no denying the fact that racism and 
racist practices continue to infect our systems of law enforcement and criminal justice. For Black men, in particular, 
unprovoked confrontations with law enforcement are frequently an unavoidable and terrifying reality of life.  This week, 
we got a chance to discuss this issue as well as several other matters related to the ongoing awakening on matters of race 
that seems to be taking place across the across our country with State Senator Valerie Foushee of Chatham and Orange 
Counties. In addition to offering her takes some of the big picture issues, Senator Foushee was kind enough to share some 
of the fears and indignities that she, an African American mom, has had to face in her own life.  
 


