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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
October through December 2020, WCLY-AM broadcast 13 hours of Public Affairs Programming on Sundays from 7-8:00 
AM.  
 

NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD is a 30-minute program, focusing on state policy issues that air Sundays at 6 
AM. 
 
ON THE RECORD is a 29-and-a-half-minute program produced by WRAL-TV.  It airs at 6:30 AM Sundays. 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) at random times.  Dates/times are noted by air staff when broadcast. 
 
  



 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
 
October 1-31: SAVE THAT STAGE 
The pandemic has impacted all of us, including live music venues. No live music means no income, which means people 
lose jobs, and doors close. WCLY/That Station and Band Together joined forces to raise money for these local concert 
venues. These venues don’t just host national tours, they also provide local artists with a place to perform, charities with 
space for hosting events, and they provide revenue to other businesses located nearby.  WCLY aired interviews with 
venue owners, managers, and artists to call attention to this dire situation. 
 
 
  



4th QUARTER ISSUES: 
Comments are extrapolated from questionnaires completed by local community leaders, including government, civic, 
church, and other organizations. Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio & Newspaper, and well as internet) for 
comments/opinions of community leaders, in the effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns. 
 
 
CORONA VIRUS 
Covid-19 has been the top concern since March. With colder weather and the Thanksgiving holiday, the U.S. saw record 
spikes in COVID cases. In December, two vaccines were approved, with immunizations rolling out initially to frontline 
workers and the elderly. One hurdle to overcome is public distrust in the vaccines. 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
A report from Duke University found that life without parole sentences have been on the rise in North Carolina even as 
violent crime and death sentences have been trending downward. 
 
Attorney General Josh Stein, co-chairman of a state task force aiming to increase racial equity in the criminal justice 
system, announced initial findings and recommendations. 
 
ECONOMY 
North Carolina’s economy is soaring from the worst of the pandemic fallout last spring. Unemployment has fallen from 
the worst months. However, gaps among demographic groups have widened. Many have left the workforce entirely. 

During the pandemic, charitable organizations are struggling to meet the needs of the public. More people are in need. 
These organizations depend on the media to relay their messages. 

 
EDUCATION 
 The combination of in-person and remote learning continued into the fall semester. Many schools eventually moved to 
all-remote instruction as COVID cases continued to rise. North Carolina education officials recently estimated that 
educators are unable to account for about 10,000 to 15,000 public school students this school year amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The disparity in access to quality education based on income, geography, and race has been highlighted with 
remote learning. 
 
ELECTION 
The November election season brought matters of voter suppression, voter access, and election tampering to the 
forefront well beyond the election. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/PUBLIC SAFETY 
Water safety was back in the news as Pittsboro, Fuquay-Varina want to buy drinking water from Sanford, but that town's 
water may be contaminated with perfluorinated compounds (PFCs). 

Smithfield Foods and Dominion Energy plan to deploy 30 miles of underground pipeline in Sampson and Duplin counties, 
part of a controversial project to buy methane from area hog farms, then transport and sell the energy to major utilities. 

Tornado watches, flooding, and safety were back in the news cycle as heavy storms hit the area in October and 
December. 

 
HEALTHCARE/ HEALTH INSURANCE 
North Carolina is now one of the bottom ten states for health insurance coverage for children.  The state has failed to 
expand Medicaid for adults. North Carolinians showed interest in Affordable Care Act health care plans as 
unemployment numbers rose during the COVID-19 pandemic. The backdrop was The Trump administration’s move to 
have the Supreme Court to rule portions of the law unconstitutional. 
 
The medical community had expressed concern over Americans missing medical screenings and foregoing treatment 
during the pandemic. Another worry expressed was mental health and access to professional services. 



 
HUMAN RIGHTS/EQUALITY 
Systemic racism was a point of emphasis in protests across the country, including several in the Raleigh-Durham area. 
Law enforcement continued to face scrutiny due to the high-profile cases of Breona Taylor, George Floyd, Manuel Ellis, 
and other people of color who died by the hands of police officers.  
 
Both COVID-19 and racial unrest in the country also highlighted the importance of understanding those with cognitive, 
mental, and social disorders. Are police equipped to recognize social and mental disorders? 
 
MILITARY 
COVID-19 has had an impact on military recruiting, closing enlistment stations, and forcing thousands of recruiters to 
find potential soldiers online or even on their front steps. As enlistments slowed, worries grew that the armed services 
would have to rely more on current troops re-enlisting to meet total force requirements by the end of the fiscal year 
(September). 
 
POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS/FOOD INSECURITY 
The economic problems caused by the coronavirus pandemic increased the number of people seeking assistance this 
holiday season, according to local nonprofits. 
 
RELIGION/COMMUNITY 
Today’s society requires that religious services be available by digital means. The global pandemic made remote services 
more relevant as social distancing guidelines prevent churches from holding traditional services. 
 
  



4th QUARTER PROGRAMS: 
 
CORONA VIRUS 
News & Views for 10-4-20 
Guests: Gov. Roy Cooper and North Carolina Health and Human Services Secretary, Dr. Mandy Cohen 
Worldwide coronavirus deaths passed a somber milestone this week when the pandemic took its one millionth victim. In 
North Carolina, however, the news has been somewhat more encouraging. The state’s key metrics have been stable for 
much of September, and that progress prompted Governor Roy Cooper to announce this week that we’re moving to 
Phase Three – allowing bars, movie theaters, and outdoor sporting venues to reopen with new limitations. Health and 
Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen says that even as the state allows more public gatherings, people cannot afford 
to get complacent when it comes to combating the virus. Cohen is urging North Carolinians to get a flu shot and 
download the SlowCOVID-NC app to help with contact tracing.  
 
News & Views for 10-11-20 
Guest: Governor Roy Cooper and HHS Sec. Mandy Cohen 
It’s been another extraordinary week in the world of policy and politics, starting with President Donald Trump being 
hospitalized for three days at Walter Reed Medical Center after testing positive for the coronavirus. Despite still being in 
an infectious state, Trump returned to the White House Monday, removed his mask for the cameras and immediately 
took to Twitter to downplay the severity of the COVID crisis. Trump’s cavalier attitude alarmed infectious disease 
experts as well as elected leaders, who have spent the past seven months encouraging the public to take steps to 
protect themselves. Governor Roy Cooper said Trump’s remarks clearly sent the wrong signal. 
 
News & Views for 10-25-20 
Guest: Elon University political scientist and poll director Jason Husser  
North Carolinians are now into the eighth month of coping with the coronavirus pandemic and, not surprisingly, have 
developed some strong opinions about the crisis, the policies state and federal leaders are implementing, the 
performance of those leaders themselves and what ought to happen next. To get a gauge on those views, we talked 
earlier this week with Jason Husser, the director of the Elon University poll. As Husser explained, North Carolinians 
generally understand the gravity of the situation, are skeptical of efforts to rapidly reopen schools and give low marks to 
President Donald Trump for what many see as his failed response to the crisis.     
 
News & Views for 11-22-20 
Guests: Gov. Roy Cooper and state Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen on the steps North 
Carolinians should be taking to help check the spread of the coronavirus over the Thanksgiving holiday 
  
News & Views for 11-22-20 
Guest: Former state health director Dr. Leah Devlin on the promise and challenges that will accompany the rollout of 
COVID-19 vaccines. Devlin is a co-chair of the state task force tapped with developing the plan for distributing millions of 
COVID vaccines as soon as they are available.  
 
News & Views for 11-29-2020 
Guests: State Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen and Greensboro Mayor Nancy Vaughan  
we turned the page from Thanksgiving to the Christmas shopping season this week...and with it, sadly, came a dire 
warning that COVID-19 is spreading more rapidly. Right now, fully one-fifth of North Carolina’s counties are considered 
hotspots in which community spread is “critical.”  In response, Governor Roy Cooper took steps this week to further 
strengthen the statewide mask mandate that was put in place back in June. Masks must now be worn indoors whenever 
someone who is not in the same household is present, and outdoors whenever physical distancing isn't possible. The 
tighter restrictions include requiring masks in private schools as well as in gyms, even when working out. In restaurants, 
guests are now required to wear face coverings at their table unless they are actively eating or drinking. With hospital 
beds across the state filling-up, State Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen said compliance with the new 
executive order is critically important. Greensboro Mayor Nancy Vaughan took the lead in enforcement this week saying 
her city would take steps to fine and even shutter businesses that fail to follow the new health and safety protocol.  
 



News & Views for 12-6-2020  
Guest: North Carolina Health News editor Rose Hoban  
The news was mixed on the COVID-19 front this week. The bad news, of course, is that the virus continues to spread at a 
record pace. And while things in North Carolina are not nearly as bad as in many other states whose governors have 
taken the crisis less seriously, new infections and hospitalizations still hit new highs. What’s more, with colder weather 
settling in and many people continuing to defy directives against holding large gatherings, things are expected to get 
much worse. The good news, however, is that there were some dramatic and extremely hopeful announcements on the 
vaccine front this week, including word that North Carolina could commence dispensing vaccinations as early as next 
month. Earlier this week, we got a chance to discuss these developments with veteran health care journalist Rose Hoban 
of North Carolina Health News.  
 
News & Views for 12-13-20 
Guest: Duke University vaccine researchers Thomas Denny and Dr. Gavin Yamey  
In a rare glimmer of hope in what has been a very dark year, the federal Food and Drug Administration released its first 
scientific evaluation of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine this week. According to FDA scientists, the vaccine offers strong 
protection against the coronavirus – a finding that sets the stage for what is expected to be the largest vaccination effort 
in the nation’s history. Last week, researchers from Duke University addressed some of the challenges we face in getting 
the vaccine distributed globally, and how we might overcome the hesitancy that some people may harbor about 
receiving it. Thomas Denny, chief operating officer of the Duke Human Vaccine Institute, said it is a remarkable 
achievement to be where we are today.  
 
News & Views for 12-20-20 
Guests: Duke University public health experts (Gary Bennett, Dan Ariely, and Lavanya Vasudevan) 
With multiple COVID-19 vaccines on the way, public health officials now face the daunting task of convincing skeptics to 
get the shot. The percentage of Americans who say they will get the injections as soon as they become available has 
doubled in the last three months. But 21% of those in a new Axios/Ipsos poll said they won’t get the COVID-19 vaccine 
no matter how much time passes and a recent poll by Elon University found that only a little over 40-percent of North 
Carolinians are currently willing to get vaccinated.  Recently, three Duke University experts in public health-messaging, 
leadership and human behavior (Gary Bennett, Dan Dan Ariely, and Lavanya Vasudevan) shared their thoughts on how 
to combat vaccine hesitancy and misinformation. Nearly 86,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine were divided among more 
than 50 hospitals in North Carolina this week. Approval of the Moderna vaccine should help further accelerate the effort 
to protect exhausted frontline workers.   
 
On the Record 12-5-20 
Approval, distribution for COVID-19 vaccines: Three COVID-19 vaccines are vying to be first to market, but getting them 
to people safely and in large numbers presents logistic challenges. 
 
On the Record 12-19-20 
Masks in high school sports: A cardiologist and high school athletes discuss the plan to require masks during games to 
limit the spread of coronavirus. 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
News & Views for 10-18-20 
Guest: Center for Death Penalty Litigation communications director Kristin Collins 
There’s no doubt that the death penalty has been in sharp decline across the nation in recent years as more and more 
Americans have developed deep concerns about its cruelty, the likelihood that it will be applied unfairly and compelling 
evidence that we’ve executed innocent people. As a new and powerful project constructed by advocates at the Center 
for Death Penalty Litigation reminds us, however, there’s another damning truth about capital punishment in North 
Carolina: and that is its long and undeniable connection to racism and white supremacy. The project is entitled Racist 
Roots: Origins of North Carolina’s Death Penalty and it includes more than thirty essays, interviews, poems and other 
works of art documenting this troubling history. Recently, I got a chance to chat with one of the advocates who helped 
construct the project, Center for Death Penalty Litigation communications director Kristin Collins.   
 



News & Views for 11-15-2020 
Guest:  Duke University Law School Professor Brandon Garrett  
A new report from researchers at Duke University raises some important questions about the way the sentence of life 
without parole is meted out in our criminal justice system. Among other things, the researchers found that life without 
parole sentences have been on the rise in North Carolina even as violent crime and death sentences have been trending 
downward. The researchers also highlight the deep concern correction officials have raised about the challenges and 
costs of managing an aging prison population in which many inmates lack any hope or incentive to engage in good 
behavior. But, if there’s a single most disturbing aspect to the report it’s the researchers’ unsettling discovery that 
counties with more Black victims of homicide have measurably fewer life without parole sentences than counties with 
more White victims of homicide. Recently, we got a chance to sit down with the person who headed up the study, Duke 
University Law professor Brandon Garrett. 
 
News & Views for 12-13-20 
Guest: Deputy Secretary of Juvenile Justice Billy Lassiter  
One of the rare pieces of major bipartisan legislation to pass the North Carolina General Assembly in recent years was 
the bill to raise the age at which juveniles who run afoul of the law in our state are considered adults from 16 to 18. It’s 
now been almost a year since the change took effect and earlier this week, we had a conversation with the state official 
charged with overseeing and implementing it -- Deputy Secretary of Juvenile Justice Billy Lassiter. And happily, as 
Lassiter told me, the early results from the change have been enormously encouraging. Not only has it kept thousands of 
troubled youth from entering the adult criminal justice system – a place from which few young people emerge 
unscathed – Lassiter’s agency has made real progress in limiting the number of kids who reoffend and has also done a 
commendable job of keeping the spread of COVID-19 in check.   
 
ECONOMY 
News & Views for 11-29-2020 
Guest: North Carolina Budget and Tax Center analyst Logan Rockefeller Harris 
While the economic news for the well-off remains upbeat in many respects, it’s anything but that for millions of people 
working in industries harmed by the COVID-19 recession – many of whom were already struggling to get by before 
things started going downhill. Indeed, as a new report from the North Carolina Budget & Tax Center explains, the 
pandemic has created an unprecedented economic crisis with widespread job and income losses that have magnified 
the already extreme racial, gender, and income inequities in our economy.  
 
News & Views for 12-20-20 
Guest: Rochelle Sparko of the Center for Responsible Lending 
The problem of spiraling student loan debt was a big challenge in the U.S. even before the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic and, not surprisingly, the economic recession has made things dramatically worse. Here in North Carolina, a 
recent poll found that nearly half of student loan borrowers have experienced a decrease in their household income 
since the onset of COVID-19, with the most severe impact hitting borrowers who earn less than $50,000 per year. In 
November, consumer protection experts at the Center for Responsible Lending issued a report that lays out a plan for 
providing relief to struggling federal student loan borrowers – a group that accounts for 90% of outstanding student loan 
balances. Recently, in an effort to get a better handle on the scope and scale of this massive problem and possible 
avenues for relief, we caught up with the Center’s Director of Policy for North Carolina, attorney Rochelle Sparko. 
 
EDUCATION 
News & Views for 10-25-20 
Guest: Education advocate Kellie Easton, director of Action 4 Equity 
The fight to adequately fund North Carolina public schools and to tear down the walls of racism that have so long 
divided our children and relegated so many kids of color to a second-class education continues to develop momentum. 
Not only has a state court judge breathed important new life into the landmark Leandro court case that established a 
constitutional right for North Carolina children to a sound basic education, but a developing network of local grassroots 
organization has begun to speak out as well. Earlier this week we got a chance to chat with the leader of one of those 
groups – the executive director of the Winston-Salem-based group Action 4 Equity, Kellie Easton. And as Easton told us, 
her group is thinking big.  



 
News & Views for 12-6-2020  
Guests: A trio of national leaders, including former UNC president Margaret Spellings, on some of the changes the 
incoming Biden administration will bring to American education  
With the Biden administration set to take the helm of the federal government in just over six weeks, educators and 
policymakers are pondering the changes that could lie ahead for the nation’s public schools. Recently, the Hunt Institute 
at NC State – which is named for former Governor Jim Hunt – hosted a special discussion on this topic with former U.S. 
Secretaries of Education Margaret Spellings and Arne Duncan, New York City Department of Education Chancellor 
Richard Carranza, and Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho. The four discuss their hopes 
that education can bridge the partisan divide between Republicans and Democrats in Washington and the challenges 
facing the incoming Biden administration.  
 
News & Views for 12-13-20 
Guest: North Carolina’s newly elected Superintendent of Public Instruction Catherine Truitt  
The leadership of North Carolina’s public education system will undergo a major overhaul in 2021 when a newly-elected 
state schools superintendent, Catherine Truitt, takes office in January. While Truitt is a Republican like her predecessor, 
Mark Johnson, she seems determined to bring a much less confrontational approach to the job – especially when it 
comes to collaborating with the state Board of Education. Truitt also expressed an encouraging desire to work closely 
with Gov. Cooper and to be guided by science when it comes to coping with the challenges posed by the pandemic, to 
meeting the state’s constitutional obligations under the Leandro court ruling and to diversifying the state’s teacher 
workforce. Also discussed: education funding and wrap-around service.  
 
ELECTION 
News & Views for 10-4-20 
Guest: NC State University political science professor Steven Greene 
We’re heading into the homestretch of the 2020 election and, as expected, North Carolina is at the center of a hotly 
contested battle for the presidency. While polls indicate that President Trump is all but certain to lose the national 
popular vote once again, there remains a chance that he could still prevail in the electoral college if he wins in a handful 
of toss-up states like ours. Earlier this week, we got a chance to discuss this extraordinary situation and some of the 
factors that could ultimately drive the outcome with NC State University political science professor Steven Greene. As 
Greene told me, the vast majority of Americans have had their minds made up about Trump for a long time, so the 
election is likely to hinge on turnout, a very small number of undecided voters and perhaps even some issues that have 
yet to emerge 
 
News & Views for 10-11-20 
Guest: Political scientist and pollster David McLennan  
The 2020 election is now well underway in North Carolina with hundreds of thousands mail-in ballots having already 
been returned by voters and, as has long been predicted, many top races look to be headed right down to the wire. 
Earlier this week, we  got a chance to hear what voters appear to be thinking about some of those races as well as their 
views on the direction of the country and about their confidence in the voting process itself during a health pandemic 
with veteran Meredith College political science professor and pollster, David McLennan. 
 
News & Views for 10-18-20 
Guest: Veteran North Carolina election law expert and Wake County Board of elections member Gerry Cohen 
Well the climax of the contentious 2020 election is just over two weeks away, and as we draw closer and closer to 
November 3, each day seems to bring a new controversy to light about  when, where and how Americans are casting 
their ballots. Happily, however, there are growing signs that election officials are making progress in addressing various 
controversies and that all ballots will be safely and accurately counted. This seems to be especially true in North 
Carolina. Earlier this week, we  got the chance to learn more about some of this hopeful news and to review some 
extremely helpful information for voters who have yet to cast their ballots with veteran North Carolina election law 
expert and Wake County Board of elections member Gerry Cohen. 
 
 



News & Views for 10-25-20 
Guest: Western Carolina University political science professor Chris Cooper 
There’s just over a week to go now in the extraordinary 2020 election season and, as we’ve been saying for several 
months now, it seems likely that significant change is in the wind. Not only are we witnessing hotly-contested races up 
and down the crowded North Carolina ballot that had long been conceded to one party or another, it seems there’s 
reason to believe that we’re entering a new era in which Democrats and Republicans will be in close competition across 
the South. Earlier this week, we got a chance to discuss this trend, North Carolina’s status as one of the most important 
battlegrounds in the presidential contest, and several other aspects of this year’s election with Western Carolina 
University political science professor Chris Cooper. As Professor Cooper, who’s widely recognized as an expert in 
Southern politics, puts it – North Carolina is the “swingiest of the swing states.”  
 
News & Views for 11-8-2020 
Guest: Meredith College political scientist and pollster David McLennan 
Well, it seemed like it would never get here, but the 2020 election finally took place this past week and as seems entirely 
appropriate in this tumultuous year, the aftermath has been anything but quiet. While actual voting and vote counting 
went more smoothly than many had feared, the results were extremely close and, in many instances, not what experts 
had predicted. Earlier his week, we got a chance to try and decipher what happened, what it all means for North 
Carolina and why so many professional observers were off in their predictions with veteran Meredith College political 
scientist and pollster David McLennan. As McLennan noted, one factor that many prognosticators failed to anticipate 
was the enthusiasm that Republicans were able to generate with last minute rallies that often endangered public health.     
 
News & Views for 11-8-2020 
Guest: A trio of Duke University scholars (Mac McCorkle, Guy-Uriel Charles, and Judith Kelley) 
In a virtual press event this week, three experts from the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke University, shared their 
thoughts about the 2020 election process – what worked, what didn’t and where we go from here.  
 
News & Views for 11-15-2020 
Guest: Newly elected North Carolina Congresswoman Deborah Ross  
Almost two weeks after Election Day, North Carolinians are still sifting through the results of a number of some closely 
contested contests. Up and down the ballot, Democratic and Republican candidates were often separated by the 
narrowest of margins. One race, however, that was never much in doubt was in the newly-created and Democratic-
leaning Second Congressional District, where former State Representative Deborah Ross of Raleigh was elected 
convincingly to her first term in Congress. Earlier this week, we  got a chance to catch up with Ross and hear about what 
it’s like to be heading to Washington as one of the few women to ever represent North Carolina in Congress and to get 
her takes on the controversy surrounding President Trump’s refusal to concede the presidential election and what the 
top policy issues will be for the new Congress when it officially convenes in January. 
 
News & Views for 11-15-2020 
Guests: University of NC constitutional law experts (Professors Michael Gerhardt, Andy Hessick, and Sarah Treul) 
The President-elect wasted no time this week establishing  a White House transition by announcing the members of a 
COVID-19 task force, a top priority for his incoming administration in working with state and local health officials. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and other Republicans, however, chose to back President Trump’s refusal to concede 
the race, and instead said the President was within his rights to challenge the outcome. This week, a panel of faculty 
members from the UNC School of Law and UNC’s Department of Political Science offered their thoughts on what this 
unprecedented situation means for our democracy.  Professor Michael Gerhardt - a constitutional law scholar - believes 
that while Trump can openly dispute the election results, it will do little to change the outcome. Law Professor Andy 
Hessick believes that, based on the unprecedented turnout of the 2020 elections, errors will be found, but that is 
different than fraud. Sarah Treul, an assistant professor of political science at UNC, says what concerns her most is 
Trump’s decision this past Monday to fire Defense Secretary Mark Esper, who opposed the use of troops in U.S. cities 
last summer to counter protesters. While some called the move spiteful, Truel believes other countries are also 
watching the post-election house-cleaning. And while President-elect Biden’s experience will certainly serve him well as 
he begins to build out his administration, Gerhardt warns there remains a tremendous opportunity for Trump to engage 
in destructive mischief in the final weeks of his term. 



 
On the Record, 10-3-20  
Candidates for 2nd Congressional District: Candidates seeking to fill the redrawn 2nd Congressional District in Wake 
County, Democrat Deborah Ross and Republican Alan Swain, square off. 
 
On the Record 10-16-20 
Legislative races across North Carolina: Election day is Nov. 3, and early voting has begun. Legislative races in North 
Carolina are on the ballot, in addition to the presidential, governor and senate races. Host David Crabtree speaks with 
David McClennan, a professor of political science at Meredith College in Raleigh, and Gary Peace, an author, political 
commentator, former reporter and campaign manager for Governor Jim Hunt. 
 
HEALTHCARE/ HEALTH INSURANCE 
News & Views for 10-18-20 
Guest: NC Child Executive Director Michelle Hughes 
A new report from researchers at the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families has some troubling news 
about the well-being of kids in our state. It found that an estimated 142,000 North Carolina children were uninsured last 
year, a number that had increased about 23% since 2016. And that was before the onset of the current recession. North 
Carolina is now one of the bottom ten states in terms of covering children.  So what’s behind this worrisome 
development? Earlier this week we  got a chance to explore this question, why the issue is so important, and some of 
the other strains that the pandemic is placing on children and their families with the executive director of the advocacy 
group NC Child, Michelle Hughes.   
 
HUMAN RIGHTS/EQUALITY 
News & Views for 10-11-20 
Guest: Disability rights attorneys Holly Stiles and Rosie Bichell 
North Carolinians are all too familiar with politically and racially motivated voter suppression efforts, but many are 
unaware of the barriers that voters with disabilities continue to face in exercising their right to vote. Recently, in an 
important victory, lawyers at the North Carolina nonprofit Disability Rights NC and the national law firm Disability Rights 
Advocates, secured an order from a federal judge directing the  State Board of Elections to ensure that voters with visual 
impairments have equal access to the Absentee Voting Program this fall. In the days after the order was issued, we got a 
chance to chat with two of the lawyers who made it happen, Holly Stiles and Rosie Bichell.  
 
News & Views for 11-29-2020 
Guest:   ACLU of North Carolina executive director Chantal  
The debate over civil rights and civil liberties has always been a contentious one in our country, and it’s clear that the 
events of 2020 have ratcheted things up to a new level. From the protests against racism in law enforcement that 
followed in the wake of the police killing of George Floyd to the battle over the future of the Supreme Court to the hotly 
contested 2020 election, Americans have been arguing over raft of fundamental constitutional issues all year. 
 
Recently, in hopes of getting a better handle on the state of some of these debates and what’s at stake, we got a chance 
to have a conversation with the new executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of North Carolina, Chantal 
Stevens. And as Stevens made clear, the stakes in these debates are very high. Issues discussed: voting rights, police 
enforcement, race relations, LGBTQ rights, and reproductive freedoms.  
 
News & Views for 12-20-20 
Guests: Wake County educators Carla Tuttle and Tamara Barrett  
2020 has been a dreadful year, but two friends who also happen to be Wake County high school teachers are doing 
something to change that. Tamara Barrett is Black and Carla Tuttle is white and together they’ve launched an effort to 
tackle the plagues of racial injustice and inequality. They call it “Change the head, change the heart.” The project was 
inspired in part by Barrett’s fears for the well-being of her children in a state and nation in which Black people – 
especially young Black men and boys – continue to die as a result of law enforcement misconduct. That, together with 
Tuttle’s mid-life recognition that, despite her best intentions, she – like most white Americans – continued to act and 



speak in ways that were insensitive and oblivious when it came to race, helped lead the friends to take action.  Recently, 
we got a chance to chat with Barrett and Tuttle about their inspiring project. 
 
News & Views for 12-6-2020 
Guests: Wake County educators Carla Tuttle and Tamara Barrett  
2020 has been a dreadful year, but two friends who also happen to be Wake County high school teachers are doing 
something to change that. Tamara Barrett is Black and Carla Tuttle is white and together they’ve launched an effort to 
tackle the plagues of racial injustice and inequality. They call it “Change the head, change the heart.” The project was 
inspired in part by Barrett’s fears for the well-being of her children in a state and nation in which Black people – 
especially young Black men and boys – continue to die as a result of law enforcement misconduct. That, together with 
Tuttle’s mid-life recognition that, despite her best intentions, she – like most white Americans – continued to act and 
speak in ways that were insensitive and oblivious when it came to race, helped lead the friends to take action.  Recently, 
we got a chance to chat with Barrett and Tuttle about their inspiring project. 
 
 
POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS/FOOD INSECURITY 
News & Views for 10-4-20 
Guest: North Carolina Housing Coalition policy director Pamela Atwood 
One of the most pernicious impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the recession it has spawned is a growing plague of 
evictions and homelessness. Across the nation, millions of people continue to find themselves out of work and, as a 
result, unable to make their rent or mortgage payments. Last month, in response to the crisis, the Centers for Disease 
Control issued a national moratorium on evictions through the end of the year that should provide some relief. 
Unfortunately, as we found out earlier this week during a conversation with North Carolina Housing Coalition Policy 
Director Pamela Atwood, it takes some doing for average folks to take advantage of the moratorium and even if they 
succeed, the relief provided won’t last long. 
 
News & Views for 12-6-2020 
Guest: Lindsay Tomlinson of the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North  
One of the most vexing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic recession it has spawned is North 
Carolina’s growing hunger crisis. As we head into the holiday season, the latest numbers show that a shocking 
percentage of North Carolinians of all ages are having trouble getting enough food to eat.  
Earlier this week, we got a chance to learn more about the scope and scale of this crisis, what one extremely important 
nonprofit is doing about it, and what you can do to help when we talked with the Manager of Strategic Gifts for the Food 
Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina, Lindsay Tomlinson. Issues discussed: hunger, SNAP benefits, economic 
hardships during the COVID pandemic. 
 


