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American History/Biography
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         7/10/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:18

Over the past few weeks, there has been extensive debate across the U.S. about statues 
depicting the Confederacy and other troubled aspects of American history. In the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood of Washington, D.C., the Emancipation Memorial – also known as the 
Freedman’s Memorial -- is one such symbol. Jeffrey Brown talks to four Black Americans to 
gauge differing views on the structure.

Series Title:    Reagan: American Experience
Episode Title:   Lifeguard
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         8/4/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  01:42:34

In 1988, after two terms in office, Ronald Wilson Reagan left the White House, one of the 
most popular presidents of the twentieth century -- and one of the most controversial. A 
failed actor, Reagan became a passionate ideologue who preached a simple gospel of lower 
taxes, less government and anti-Communism. One by one, his opponents underestimated 
him; one-by-one, Reagan surprised them, rising to become a president who always preferred 
to see America as a shining city on a hill.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         9/17/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:43

Speaking at the White House Conference on American History on Thursday, President Trump 
announced he would be signing an executive order to create the “1776 Commission” to 
promote a “patriotic education.” Trump also blasted efforts to reexamine American history 
with a deeper emphasis on slavery and racism. Yamiche Alcindor joins Judy Woodruff to 
discuss Trump’s perspective on race.



Culture
Series Title:    Secrets of the Dead
Episode Title:   Viking Warrior Queen
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         7/7/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Join a team of archaeologists as they examine one of the most significant Viking graves ever 
found and test the DNA of the remains of the female warrior buried inside, rewriting our 
understanding of Viking society.

Series Title:    Forces of Nature
Episode Title:   Color
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         8/5/2020 10:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

We cannot directly see the forces that govern Earth, but we can see their shadows in the 
shapes of nature that surround us.  If we understand why these shapes exist, we can 
understand the rules that bind the entire universe.

Series Title:    NOVA | A to Z
Episode Title:   The First Alphabet
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         9/23/2020 9:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Writing shaped civilization itself, from the trading of goods to tales of ancient goddesses and 
kings. Follow the evolution of the written word, from millennia-old carvings in an Egyptian 
turquoise mine to our modern-day alphabets.



Environment/Natural/Natural Disasters
Series Title:    Spy in the Wild, A Nature Miniseries
Episode Title:   Friendship
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         7/1/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Spy Creatures and their new wild friends rely on each other to look out for predators. A Spy 
Meerkat babysits meerkat pups while a Spy Cobra pretends to attack the mob. Spy Crocs 
witness a convenient partnership between real crocodiles and birds.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         8/3/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:27

In our news wrap Monday, coastal North and South Carolina braced for Hurricane Isaias. The 
storm is a minimal hurricane but will still challenge residents with another disruption during 
the coronavirus pandemic. Also, thousands of people in Southern California spent another 
day under evacuation orders as a wildfire burned east of Los Angeles. It began Friday and 
exploded in size over the weekend.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 63
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         9/25/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:40

During his first term, President Trump has rolled back or weakened more than 100 
environmental regulations. On Friday, his administration moved to open up the country’s 
largest national forest for development.  Alaska’s Tongass National Forest has been called 
“America’s Amazon,” and it absorbs about 8 percent of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions. Amna 
Nawaz talks to The New York Times’ Coral Davenport.

Family/Marriage



Series Title:    Clinton: American Experience
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         7/21/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  01:53:28

From draft dodging to the Dayton Accords, from Monica Lewinsky to a balanced budget, the 
presidency of William Jefferson Clinton veered between sordid scandal and grand 
achievement. In CLINTON, the latest installment in the critically acclaimed and successful 
series of presidential biographies, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE explores the fascinating story of 
an American president who rose from a broken childhood in Arkansas to become one of the 
most successful politicians in modern American history and one of the most complex and 
conflicted characters to ever stride across the public stage. 

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         8/28/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:03:34

As another difficult week for our country comes to a close, we want to take the time to honor 
a few of the more than 180,000 people in the U.S. who have lost their lives to the 
coronavirus.  Judy Woodruff shares the stories of five individuals.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 63
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         9/14/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:40

During his first term, President Trump has rolled back or weakened more than 100 
environmental regulations. On Friday, his administration moved to open up the country’s 
largest national forest for development.  Alaska’s Tongass National Forest has been called 
“America’s Amazon,” and it absorbs about 8 percent of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions. Amna 
Nawaz talks to The New York Times’ Coral Davenport.



Health/Healthcare
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         7/2/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:52

In our news wrap Thursday, the U.S. saw a record 50,000 new cases of COVID-19 in a single 
day as infections rise in 40 states. Florida set its own record for new cases with more than 
10,000 -- but Gov. Ron DeSantis insisted the state is equipped to handle the crisis. Also, 
there were signs of U.S. economic recovery, with the Labor Department reporting the 
country added 4.8 million jobs in June.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         8/4/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:13:21

Unemployment benefits for millions of American expired last week and Congress and the 
White House are still struggling to come to an agreement on the next coronavirus relief 
package.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         9/1/2020 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:09:19

In the United Kingdom, residents have long considered the National Health Service (NHS) 
one of the nation's greatest accomplishments. Across the Atlantic, U.S. Democrats have 
proposed a similar single-payer system for the U.S., but conservatives have raised alarms 
about access problems within the NHS. William Brangham reports as part of our series, The 
Best Health Care?  America & the World.

Local News/Local Interest

NOLA:            MLJ  0001624
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         07/03/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest



MALLS REMAIN CLOSED: There's frustration over how Governor Andrew Cuomo and New 
York State is deciding what businesses can reopen from the COVID shutdown.  Are the local 
shops and hundreds of employees who work inside the Champlain Centre Mall in 
Plattsburgh, and other malls across New York, being unfairly punished?  Malls, gyms, and 
movie theaters have not been allowed to reopen under PHASE 4.  The Governor says the 
State Health Department is looking into whether special filters, capable of stopping the 
spread of the coronavirus, should be required for the air-filtration systems in malls. This 
week, local businesses and community leaders called on the governor to set guidelines and 
a target date for malls to reopen. 

MAIL-IN BALLOTS DECIDE WINNER:  The coronavirus played a major role in the primary 
among Democrats running for Mayor in the City of Plattsburgh.  A race decided not at the 
polls, but by hundreds of mail-in ballots that were counted this week.  Clinton County 
Legislator Chris Rosenquest defeated current Mayor Colin Read by more than 300 votes and 
will go on to face Republican Scott Beebie in the November election.

IRONMAN CANCELLED: The pandemic is canceling several big summer events, including the 
Ironman Triathlon in Lake Placid that brings thousands of competitors from around the world 
to the Adirondacks.  

GRADUATION CELEBRATION: Schroon Lake Central School in the Eastern Adirondacks gets to 
hold a more traditional graduation ceremony after all, to end a school year that has been 
anything but traditional. 

CYCLING BOOM: Our Jack LaDuke shows us how the pandemic has led to a boom in cycling, 
and a boost in business at local bike shops.

WRITE IT DOWN: Book lovers in the Adirondacks say reading and writing more might help 
people through this challenging summer.  Paul Larson talks with Nathalie Thill with the 
Adirondack Center for Writing about some of their new initiatives this summer.

4TH OF JULY: Originally it looked as if the 4th of July fireworks and musical performances 
would be cancelled this year in the City of Plattsburgh.  But the city has come up with plans 
for a drive-in celebration on the waterfront that will include bands and fireworks on the 4th.

We talked with Mayor Colin Read about the change in plans.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001625
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         07/10/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

MALLS REOPENING:  New York Governor Andrew Cuomo gives the go-ahead for shopping 
malls to reopen this week, but only if they enhanced HVAC air filtration systems in place that 
are capable of filtering coronavirus particles from the air.
Champlain Centre, the mall in Plattsburgh, has one of those filtration systems, and planned 
to reopen on Friday.  The mall has 51 stores that employ more than 900 workers.
SCHOOLS REOPENING:  Governor Cuomo is calling on schools across New York to come up 
with plans on how to reopen this fall.  Cuomo says the state will decide the first week in 



August whether schools will reopen in September, and if so, what safeguards will be 
required.
BORDER CLOSURE:  There is growing frustration over the extended border closure.  29 
members of Congress, including NY 21 Congresswoman Elise Stefanik have asked the 
governments of both the U.S. and Canada to come up with framework to allow the 
reopening of the Northern Border.  North Country Chamber of Commerce CEO Garry Douglas 
says the countries should come up with guidelines that allow the border to reopen in 
phases.  Northern New York is losing out on millions of dollars in tourism due to the 
extended border closure.
SPECIAL AND URGENT NEEDS FUND:  An emergency fund in the Adirondacks has helped 
thousands of people survive the pandemic.  We talk with 2 of the foundations behind the 
Special & Urgent Needs Fund, and how they plan to keep giving to help with the recovery 
from the Coronavirus.
BACK THE BLUE AND OUR MILITARY:  With the nationwide attention on police, a local group 
wants to show law enforcement officers that many people in the community support them 
and appreciate the tough job they do every day.  Randy Tedford, a correction officer at 
Dannemora, and Thomas Brown, a retired correction officer from Altona, are organizing a 
rally this weekend, and inviting the public to show their appreciation for law enforcement 
and correction officers, first responders, members of the military, and veterans.
It’s being held Sunday, July 12th, with a motorcade meeting in the parking lot of the Hobby 
Lobby store at Champlain Centre at 9:45am, and then proceeding down Tom Miller Road and 
Boynton Avenue, past City Hall, and ending up at the U.S. Oval and Veterans Park where 
Honor Flight send-offs have been held.  The public is being invited to join the rally at the 
Oval from 10:30am until 2pm.  The event will feature speakers, and a special performance 
of The Star-Spangled Banner at 12 noon.  
CURBSIDE AT HARBORSIDE:  The City of Plattsburgh celebrates the 4th with the first of 
several outdoor concerts happening this summer on the Lake Champlain waterfront.  
SPOTLIGHT:  Adirondack folk singer Dan Berggren strikes a chord with his fans, with a timely 
message during this pandemic.  Berggren talks with Paul Larson.  He will be performing 
on August 1st in Plattsburgh, as part of the new Drive-In Concert Series at the Harborside 
area of the city on the shore of Lake Champlain.  The show begins at 7:30pm.  Berggren will 
be one of several musicians performing on the Plattsburgh waterfront Saturday evenings 
this summer.  The socially-distanced, drive-in musical performances allow people to park 
their cars in the parking lot near the City Marina, in the area known as Harborside, and enjoy 
the shows from a stage set up on the edge of the parking lot.  "Curbside at Harborside" will 
host its second event this Saturday, July 11th.   Musicians from Piano by Nature, a music 
series organization from Elizabethtown, will take the stage at 7:30pm.  Pianist Rose Chancler 
will perform with her close collaborators: saxophonist Dan Gordon, violinist Marilyn 
Reynolds, and percussionist Jane Boxall.  The audience will hear a live rendition of 
"Summerland" a musical vision of the afterlife written by 20th Century composer William 
Grant Still.  Often called the Dean of African American composers, he is the first African 
American to have a symphony performed by a leading orchestra.  
Concerts will continue at this site on Saturday evenings throughout the months of July and 
August, and into the beginning of September.
July 18th features North American Fiddlers’ Hall of Fame inductee Gretchen Koehler and 
award-winning pianist Daniel Kelly in a program presented by the popular Hill & Hollow 
Music series of Saranac, New York.  
On July 25, Plattsburgh Blues and Jazz presents the iconic Blues Hall of Fame member Joe 
Louis Walker.  
August 1st showcases singer-songwriter Dan Berggren, August 8th brings The Revenants to 
town, three Bluegrass Gospel Project alumni.  
Beartracks takes the stage on August 15th, offering bluegrass and country music.  
Jazz returns on August 22nd, with the Wickmoore Jazz Trio.  
August 29th highlights the talents of High Peaks Opera Studio with classics from opera and 
Broadway.



The “Curbside by Harborside” season will end in September, with a performance of 
traditional music from the time of the Battle of Plattsburgh, led by folk musician Stan 
Ransom.
All the concerts begin at 7:30 p.m., with tickets available on the evening of each 
performance at the Harborside Lot entrance. 

NOLA:            MLJ  0001626
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         07/17/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

BACK TO SCHOOL/TRAVEL RULES:  Governor Cuomo this week laid out plans for reopening 
schools this fall if coronavirus infection rates stay consistently low, and with mandates for 
cleaning, social distancing, face masks, and daily screenings of staff and students.  Cuomo 
also issued new rules airports across New York are now required to enforce to try to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus.
BORDER CLOSURE EXTENDED:  Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau confirmed this week 
that the U.S. and Canada have agreed to restrict non-essential traffic from crossing the 
Northern Border for at least another month, through August 21st. 
LOSS OF CANADIAN TOURISM HURTS BUSINESS:  The Border closure all but ends the hope of 
salvaging the summer season for many North Country businesses that cater to 
Canadians.  We talk with Plattsburgh Boat Basin owner Art Spiegel about the effect the 
pandemic is having on his marina and restaurant.  And our Jack LaDuke takes us to AuSable 
Chasm where the COVID outbreak has greatly impacted the nation's oldest outdoor natural 
attraction during a summer the Chasm was planning to celebrate a major milestone.
SENIOR BLUES:  A class of 2020 Peru High School senior, Rachel Coughlin, puts the feelings 
of what she and her classmates missed out on during the year of COVID into a song.
SIX FLAGS REMAINS CLOSED:  Another well-known attraction, the Six Flags Great Escape 
Theme Park in Lake George, remains closed due to COVID-19.  They are one of dozens of 
businesses that count on exchange students with J-1 Visas to fill seasonal jobs.  That 
program has been suspended for the summer, because of the coronavirus, leaving lots of 
attractions and hotels throughout the Lake George and Lake Placid regions scrambling to fill 
those jobs.  The state still has not given Six Flags, and other parks, any idea when they will 
be allowed to reopen.  Six Flags President, Rebecca Wood, says the park is hiring cashiers, 
food servers, and other seasonal workers.  However, they, and other businesses say finding 
seasonal help right now is difficult, even with so many people out of work.
BOWLING ALLEYS & MOVIE THEATERS REMAIN CLOSED:  Champlain Centre mall in 
Plattsburgh was among many New York shopping centers that reopened this past week, but 
bowling alleys, like Lucky Strike Lanes in Malone, and movie theaters like Cumberland 12 
Cinemas in Plattsburgh say it's frustrating that they have received no word from the 
governor or the state on when they will be allowed to reopen.
LAW ENFORCEMENT RALLY:  Hundreds of people attended a rally in Plattsburgh this past 
weekend to show their support for law enforcement, and the military.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001627
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         07/24/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest



CORRECTING HISTORY: This week, calls for change nationwide are focusing new attention on 
statues and landmarks from our past.  Across the country, and here in New York, many are 
facing new scrutiny, and in some cases, being removed.  But historians and community 
members here in Plattsburgh have taken a different approach.  An educational panel, 
unveiled this week at the Samuel de Champlain statue in the City of Plattsburgh, is the 
result of more than two years of research by a working group organized by Pastor Greg 
Huth, who consulted Native American leaders, teachers, and Champlain scholars 
to correct several of the statue’s historical inaccuracies, including that Champlain 
“discovered” the lake that now bears his name.  

Champlain was a discoverer only from the European point of view, his native allies included 

the Huron, Algonquin, and Montagnais, who have lived in the region for more than 11,000 

years, guided Champlain from Quebec to the shores of the lake.  And none wore the Plains 

Indian headdress that is depicted on the Native American on the monument. 
Early on, the group had decided that removing the statue was not an option. 

TRUDEAU COVID RESEARCH:  New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, who has been 
spending some time in the Adirondacks, toured Trudeau Institute in Saranac Lake this 
past week to learn about the research now going on at the lab looking for COVID-19 
treatments and a vaccine. The Trudeau Institute is renowned for its studies on infectious 
diseases.  Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the lab has switched its focus to 
help Adirondack Health Medical Center clean and sterilize PPE for its front line workers 
and it’s also helped Adirondack Heath set up Coronavirus testing both at the hospital, 
and mobile test sites that have been held in communities throughout the Tri-Lakes this 
summer to help the region comply with state guidelines to reopen.  The 
institute’s Atsuko Kuki says Trudeau is working with groups globally in hopes of 
discovering therapeutics that treat the virus as well as a vaccine to prevent it.  So far, 
though, he says there is no timeline on how long it could take.  Gillibrand says she hopes 
that billions of federal dollars to go to labs like the Trudeau Institute, will be part of the 
next federal COVID relief package. 

IMPERIAL DAM: After years of delays, New York’s Department of Environmental 
Conservation is moving ahead with plans to fix-up the Imperial Dam on the Saranac 
River in Plattsburgh including building a new fish ladder to help Atlantic Salmon get to 
their spawning grounds up river.  The improvements and fish ladder will cost about 6-
million dollars, that’s about half the cost of another plan that would build a fish ladder, 
but also lower the spillway, remove sediment & restore wetlands, and just a fraction of 
the 20-to-30 million DEC says it would cost to fully remove the dam, and tons of 
sediment from the river. DEC Region 5 spokesman David Winchell says the work would 
be finished by 2023, whereas removing the dam would take longer, require federal 
permits, and cost a lot more.  But critics, including local fishermen with Trout Unlimited, 
say the dam not only blocks the salmon, but is unsafe, and creates ice jams that caused 
the disaster that flooded homes 2 winters ago in this mobile home park in 
Plattsburgh.  They say removing the dam altogether is the better option.  Once the dam 
is fixed the  owners of the former mill, next to the dam, hope to team up with a start-up 
company that wants to invest 2-million dollars into repairing the turbines that used to 
power the mill to once again generate hydro-electricity that could be sold, possibly to 
the airport or SUNY Plattsburgh.  But Trout Unlimited, and Plattsburgh Mayor Colin Read 
both question whether the dam is safe enough, and capable of producing power.  The 
Mayor says both the city and Town of Plattsburgh have called for the dam to be 
removed.  The DEC has not given an actual date of when work on the project will begin.  



OPERATION HARD HAT: Road construction is moving ahead full speed across our region 
but drivers hitting those construction zones need to reduce their speed.  A special 
operation in New York’s North Country is targeting dangerous drivers. It is called 
Operation Hard Hat.  Two DOT workers are actually undercover troopers with the state 
police.  State Police Sergeant Shane Buckley says the undercover troopers are looking 
for speeders, drivers not wearing their seat belts or talking on their cellphones.  Fines 
are doubled for any violation in a work zone. 
SPOTLIGHT: It is an Adirondack tradition.  Every summer, New York City choreographer 
Rebecca Kelly takes her dancers out of the Big Apple for a few weeks of rehearsal and 
performance in Lake Placid, but not this year.  Our Paul Larson shines the spotlight on how 
the choreographer had to put a new spin on her creativity.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001628
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         07/31/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

DOMESTIC ABUSE:  One of the hidden effects of the COVID-19 pandemic is now coming to 
light.  At the height of the crisis, during the lock-down, people who are at risk of domestic 
violence, were locked in for weeks or even months with their abusers. 

As quarantines have been lifted over the past several weeks, STOP Domestic Violence which 
is a State certified program to assist victims of domestic violence in Clinton, Essex, and 
Franklin Counties of New York, has seen a spike in the number of reported cases of abuse, 
and the need for services to help. 

Producer Michael Hansen talks with Amber Brown-Rose, who is the Program Director with 
STOP Domestic Violence in Plattsburgh.
WILD CENTER REOPENS:  The Wild Center joins other Adirondack attractions re-opening for 
the summer.  Our Jack LaDuke shows us how, in this era of COVID, they are once again 
welcoming visitors with educational exhibits and programs designed to create a safe place 
for visitors to explore the Adirondack outdoors.  

SPOTLIGHT:  Administrators at the Depot Theatre in Westport, New York are facing an entire 
season of postponed shows, but they did not want to postpone a tradition that benefits kids 
every summer.  Our Paul Larson shines the spotlight on The Depot Theatre Academy, and 
how old training customs had to change, to meet the new realities of 2020. 

GARROW MURDER TRIAL:  Nearly 50 years after the intense manhunt across the 
Adirondacks for serial killer Robert Garrow, a soon-to-be released book by former newspaper 
reporter Jim Tracy sheds new light on the killing spree, Garrow’s murder trial, and what his 
lawyers did during that trial that’s still being debated among legal scholars to this 
day.  Tracy's book, "Sworn to Silence: The Truth Behind Robert Garrow and the Missing 
Bodies' Case" will go on sale in March 2021.  The book is being published by Simon & 
Schuster.  You can order it, in advance, at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and other booksellers 
online.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001629



Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         08/07/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

STEWART'S SUPER STORE:  A multi-million-dollar expansion by the Stewart’s convenience 
store chain will build at least three new stores in the Adirondacks that are designed to 
benefit customers living in rural communities without access to a grocery store.  The new 
Stewart's Shop in Port Henry, that opened this past week, includes an expanded line-up of 
groceries and fresh produce.  Stewart's Shops President Gary Dake and Vice President Casey 
Kanclerz talk about the store's debut in the North Country, and how the company plans to 
build similar stores in other communities in the coming months.  

GROWING PRODUCE:  Non-profits like JECO is trying to address food insecurity in the 
Adirondacks by growing more fresh produce in its gardens and greenhouses in Malone, New 
York to supply dozens of food pantries in Clinton, Franklin and St. Lawrence Counties, as well 
as its two mobile farmers markets that deliver healthy, fresh food to seniors in several rural 
communities.  

REELING THEM IN:  85 professional anglers take to Lake Champlain for the first, and only, 
bass fishing tournament of the summer.  Alyssa Senecal with the Adirondack Coast Chamber 
of Commerce tells us why this year in particular, the region is so happy to welcome the 
fishermen to town.

SPOTLIGHT:  COVID-19 forces some student filmmakers to change their strategies for an 
Adirondack Film Festival competition.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001630
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         08/14/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

SUNY PLATTSBURGH WELCOMES BACK STUDENTS:  SUNY Plattsburgh gears up for the fall 
semester, with COVID-19 restrictions in place.  We will talk with the college’s new president, 
Dr. Alexander Enyedi, about the changes in store for students.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS GET OK TO REOPEN:  Public schools in New York are also planning to 
reopen for the fall, most, offering both in-person and remote learning options for 
students.  Governor Andrew Cuomo is requiring school districts to hold at least 3 virtual 
meetings with parents to get their input on reopening plans.  

BRICK GARDEN:  People Near Here returns.  Our Derek Muirden tells us the story behind 
some new brickwork at the Clyde Lewis Air Park on the former Plattsburgh Air Force Base, 
and the dedicated veteran who created it. 

CURBSIDE AT HARBORSIDE:  We meet Benjamin Pomerance, the music lover who came up 
with the idea of the popular drive-in summer concert series that is drawing in fans by the 
carloads on the Plattsburgh waterfront.  

NEW SUPER FRUITS:  One of the best things about summer here in the Adirondacks is all the 
locally grown, delicious, and nutritious, berries.  We know the seasons by heart, strawberries 



at the beginning of summer, followed by raspberries, black berries and blueberries.  In 
just the past few years, some farms and orchards here in the North Country have started 
experimenting with other kinds of super fruits they hope will gain in popularity and grow into 
a new commercial crop.  

NOLA:            MLJ  0001631
Series Title:    Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         08/21/2020 8:00:00 PM
Service:         MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

THREATS GET CLOSER:  Not one, but two potentially destructive, invasive pests, are 
discovered in the Adirondack Park.  Tom Colarusso with the USDA talks about some of the 
steps being taken by forestry experts to try to slow the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer, 
which feeds on Ash trees, and has recently been detected along the Schroon River in Warren 
County.  

ISLAND INFESTATION:  An invasive pest has infested some trees at the Glen Island 
Campground on Lake George.  The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid is a threat to Hemlocks. 

READY TO ROLL:  New York Governor Andrew Cuomo gives the green light for bowling alleys, 
gyms, and fitness centers to reopen, but not movie theaters.

BUCKLE UP:  Cuomo also signs a new law requiring all passengers to wear seat belts both in 
the front and back seats of vehicles.  Up to now it has only covered drivers or passengers 16 
years of age, and under.  As of November 1st, everyone in the vehicle will be required to 
wear a seat belt.

2020 BATTLE OF PLATTSBURGH COMMEMORATION:  Going virtual.  How the pandemic is 
moving Plattsburgh’s biggest event of the year, the Battle of Plattsburgh Commemoration, 
online.  Watch the documentary "The Final Invasion" by local filmmaker Bruce Carlin Sunday 
at 11am on Mountain Lake PBS.  

BATTLE OF PLATTSBURGH HISTORIANS:  We talk with some of the local historians who 
participate in the yearly Battle of Plattsburgh Commemoration ceremonies, memorials, and 
reenactments.  Tom Donahue, P.J. Miller, and John Rock talk about the changes this year due 
to the pandemic.  John Rock also talks about the new Battlefield Gateway Memorial, a new 
veterans’ park planned for the waterfront of Lake Champlain in the Town of Plattsburgh near 
Crab Island.

SUMMER RETREAT:  A pair of New York City-based performers were in no hurry to return 
home, after performing in the Adirondacks earlier this summer.   Musicians David Krakauer 
and Kathleen Tagg expected only a brief stay with Hill and Hollow Music in Saranac, New 
York.   But they wound up staying for many weeks, retreating from a summer of canceled 
concerts, and living in quarantine in the Big Apple.  Paul Larson has a preview of their 
acoustic concert premiering on Mountain Lake PBS next Friday.  Hill and Hollow Music, in 
partnership with Mountain Lake PBS, presents "Breath and Hammer Acoustic" Friday, August 
28th at 9pm.
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SCHUMER SUPPORTS NEW ROUND OF PPP:  U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer made a trip to the 
North Country this past week, meeting with business leaders who are asking Congress for 
another round of PPP and emergency loans to help them weather the economic fallout from 
the coronavirus pandemic.  They are also asking Schumer to help reopen the Northern 
Border with Canada that has been closed for more than 5 months to all but essential traffic.

SCHUMER ON POSTAL CUTS:  Schumer, the Senate Minority Leader, also talked about 
proposed cuts to the Postal Service, and legislation he is proposing to reverse some of the 
recent changes implemented by Postmaster General Louis DeJoy.  

HIKERS CROWD HIGH PEAKS:  The pandemic may be keeping Canadian tourists away, but 
the Adirondacks are still drawing large crowds this summer.  Lake George is experiencing a 
vacation boom with many visitors coming to take advantage of the outdoors and activities 
that allow them to be socially distant.  They are packing campgrounds, hotels, and heading 
out on the water.  Marina owners on Lake George say they are having a hard time keeping 
up with the demand for boat rentals this summer.  And hikers, looking to escape COVID-19 
restrictions and cancelled vacations elsewhere, are heading to the Adirondacks.  Producer 
Michael Hansen talks with the Adirondack Mountain Club about the impact from this 
summer’s crowds:   
This week, The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics is out with a report recommending 
New York State take steps to safeguard the Adirondack Park’s most popular destinations as 
the number of visitors continues to grow.  They include expanded education and outreach, 
and the use of permits and reservations to limit crowds at some of the busiest locations, a 
move applauded by the Adirondack Council.  Read the full report here:
SUMMER CROWDS VISIT LAKE PLACID:  The crowds visiting the High Peaks have also headed 
into the near-by village of Lake Placid this summer, where tourists are the driving force 
behind the local economy. 
SUNY PLATTSBURGH STUDENTS SUSPENDED:  SUNY’s new Chancellor Jim Malatras came to 
Plattsburgh this week to tour the SUNY Plattsburgh campus, and review the COVID-19 
safety guidelines and precautions the school has put in place for returning students.  Over 
the weekend, a large group of freshmen violated several of those rules when they attended 
a beach party on Lake Champlain, drinking, and ignoring mask and social distancing 
guidelines.  SUNY Plattsburgh President Alexander Enyedi said 43 students have been 
suspended indefinitely and will have to leave campus.  Chancellor Malatras also announced 
that Plattsburgh will be one of the first SUNY campuses to begin testing students for COVID-
19, using a saliva swab test, developed by SUNY Upstate Medical, that can identify a 
positive individual within 24-36 hours. SUNY Plattsburgh will collect samples weekly from 
students living and attending classes on campus, although it is unclear how often each 
individual student will be tested. 

COVID-19 OUTBREAK AT ESSEX COUNTY NURSING HOME:  An outbreak of COVID-19 at the 
Essex Center, a nursing home in Elizabethtown, New York, has left 4 people residents dead, 
and more than 70 residents and staffers who have tested positive for coronavirus.



STEFANIK TAKES CENTER STAGE:  North Country Congresswoman Elise Stefanik gets a 
national audience, and prime time speaking engagement at the GOP Convention this 
week.  Watch Stefanik's speech here:  Watch RNC video of Stefanik celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the Women's Suffrage Movement in New York State.
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BACK TO SCHOOL:  It is back to school, but for several districts, the hallways and classrooms 
will remain empty as students start the school-year learning from home.  We talk with a 
student whose first day of high school was spent at his kitchen table.  We also talk with Dr. 
Mark Davey, the District Superintendent for Champlain Valley Educational Services, whose 
BOCES district covers 16 school districts throughout Clinton, Essex, Warren, and Washington 
Counties.  Dr. Davey talks about how the back-to-school models vary from district to district, 
the first week of classes, and the decision this week to move some fall sports, including 
football, to the spring.  
CASINO REOPENS:  The Akwesasne Mohawk Casino has reopened in Hogansburg, New York, 
but with some very noticeable differences.  The casino and hotel are the largest employer 
on the Akwesasne Mohawk Reservation.  Nearly 800 employees lost their jobs over the past 
5 months since the coronavirus outbreak.  
HUDSON HEADWATERS OPENING:  Hudson Headwaters is opening its new health center in 
Ticonderoga next week, with an emphasis on primary care.  The new medical facility, at the 
site of the new renovated and expanded Moses Ludington Hospital has the goal of changing 
the face of rural health care. 
2020 Census:  Getting the word out.  Community leaders gathered this week to urge people 
to fill out the 2020 Census before the end of the month, explaining the many programs, 
grants and services that rely on getting accurate population counts. 
BATTLE OF PLATTSBURGH CULVER HILL CEREMONY:  While COVID-19 has cancelled the 
parade, naval re-enactment on Lake Champlain, and many of the signature events of the 
2020 Battle of Plattsburgh Commemoration, local historians are still holding memorial 
ceremonies marking the Battle of Plattsburgh on September 11, 1814, which is one of the 
most historic events in our region’s history. 
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GETTING CONNECTED:  A $200-thousand-dollar grant is helping the town of Tupper Lake 
provide more reliable and affordable internet service for businesses and homes, especially 
now with so many people working or learning from home.  Town Supervisor Patricia 
Littlefield and Dave Wolf with the Development Authority of the North Country (DANC) talk 
about the importance of adding 5 miles of fiber-optic cable to provide internet to 125 homes 
and businesses.



BORDER CLOSURE:  NY 21 Congresswoman Elise Stefanik talks about Canada deciding to 
keep the Northern Border closed to non-essential traffic for at least another 30 days through 
October 21st.  The North Country Chamber of Commerce is advising businesses that it is 
very likely the border will remain closed through the end of the year.
9/11 MEMORIAL:  Stan Jennings, who is the local representative of a veterans group called 
Team RWB, talks about the day-long memorial on the U.S. Oval in Plattsburgh that honored 
the victims of the September 11th attacks 19-years ago.  He also talks about how he is 
hopeful a local chapter of Team Red, White, and Blue will be recognized in the coming 
months.  Jennings talks about the services the organization provides to veterans, as well as 
non-profits like a food pantry at St. Alexander's Church in Morrisonville, New York. 
VETERANS COMING HOME:  Watch more of our Veterans Coming Home stories, including our 
story on North Country Honor Flight, and the dozens of trips they’ve made to Washington, 
DC to escort North Country veterans to the nation’s war memorials.
RESCUE DOG:  We meet Anne Marie and Ralph Holzhauer from Westport, New York, 
who have been training puppies for the last 20-years to sit, stay, and save lives.  We follow 
along as they train their latest Newfoundland puppy, Elton, who is following in the footsteps 
of his older brother, Rowdy.  Rowdy was well known in the Elizabethtown area as a certified 
rescue dog, and therapy dog.
ELTON ON THE BIG SCREEN:  Elton is an amazing pup, rescue dog in training, and he is also 
an aspiring actor!  Jon Dorflinger, a filmmaker from Saratoga Springs, is writing a screenplay 
for a TV series, or movie, in which Elton would portray his late, older brother, Rowdy.  Rowdy 
was famous in the community as a therapy dog, certified water rescue dog, and worked 
every day in classrooms in the Elizabethtown-Lewis Central School District.  When he retired, 
Ralph wrote two books about Rowdy, and the influence he had on generations of 
students.  Now Jon is writing Rowdy & Ralph’s story for TV or the big screen. 
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MEET THE CANDIDATE:  We are taking a closer look at the rematch between 3-term 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik, and her democratic challenger Tedra Cobb in Northern New 
York’s 21st District.  We sit down to talk, in-depth, with Cobb about the impact the 
coronavirus pandemic has had on the North Country, climate change, and healthcare.
We taped our conversation with Tedra Cobb just a few hours before we got word of Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg’s death, last Friday.  Cobb weighed in this week on President Trump and the 
U.S. Senate moving ahead with nominating a new justice to the Supreme Court, saying it 
should wait until after the election. 
Rep. Elise Stefanik says she believes President Trump and the Senate have the 
constitutional right to move ahead with the nominating process even before the election if 
they have a nominee.  We hope to sit down with the Congresswoman in the next couple of 
weeks to talk, in-depth, about that, and her run for a 4th term.
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As the United States grapples with the novel coronavirus, nationwide protests sparked by 
the killing of George Floyd insist the country must confront a second epidemic: racism. 
Despite a longstanding belief that we are a nation divided, some say there are reasons for 
hope. Special correspondent Charlayne Hunter-Gault talks to New York Times columnist and 
author David Brooks for Race Matters.
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The killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis in May prompted calls to change the policing 
structure there. On Wednesday night, the city’s charter commission will decide whether to 
ask voters to begin the process of abolishing the police force -- and to clarify what would 
replace it. Special correspondent Fred de Sam Lazaro reports.
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In parts of the U.S., there continue to be protests and outrage over police conduct and 
responses to demonstrations. In Rochester, New York, the family of Daniel Prude is calling 
for officers involved in his March death to be fired and charged. And a self-identified anti-
fascist suspected of killing a right-wing protester in Portland, Oregon, was killed by law 
enforcement. Amna Nawaz reports.
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Join Emily as she continues her adventure, discovering surprising truths hidden in the fossil 
record. Meanwhile, scientists studying our planet's past are revealing clues about its future.
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The discovery of a rare trove of fossils reveals in vivid detail how our own group of creatures 
- mammals - emerged after the asteroid impact that wiped out the great dinosaurs 66 
million years ago.
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Take a trip around the world to discover how you go through life on autopilot and get an 
auto-pilot owner's manual.


