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American History/Biography
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 201
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         4/7/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:08:43

Jimmy Carter lost his White House re-election bid over 40 years ago and his presidency is 
often remembered for hard economic times and the Iran hostage crisis. But author and 
historian Jonathan Alter argues in his latest book, “His Very Best,” that Carter is perhaps the 
most misunderstood president in American history. Alter joins Judy Woodruff to discuss.

Series Title:    American Masters
Episode Title:   Amy Tan: Unintended Memoir
Length:          120 minutes
Airdate:         5/3/2021 9:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  1:53:28

Explore the life of the groundbreaking author of "The Joy Luck Club" in this intimate portrait. 
Archival imagery, home movies, photographs, animation and original interviews create a 
vivid, colorful journey through Tan's inspiring life and career.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 253
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         6/18/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:06:26

On this first federal Juneteenth holiday, Author and Historian Annette Gordon-Reed talks to 
Jeffrey Brown about the importance of this date through her personal history growing up in 
Texas. This reporting is part of NewsHour's arts and culture series, CANVAS.



Culture
Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 198
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         4/2/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:21

A new documentary series by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick called "Hemingway" premieres 
Monday on PBS. It's about one of America’s most famous and influential writers. In New 
Mexico, an unusual audience is watching, reading, and writing along. Jeffrey Brown has the 
story for our arts and culture series, "CANVAS.”

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 219
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         5/3/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:53

In our news wrap Monday, people across Mississippi spent the day cleaning up after multiple 
tornadoes struck on Sunday. The daily average of new COVID-19 cases in the U.S. is below 
50,000 for the first time since October. President Biden says the U.S. will admit 62,500 
refugees through September. In Elizabeth City, North Carolina, Andrew Brown Jr.'s funeral 
led to fresh calls for police reform.

Series Title:    American Masters
Episode Title:   Ballerina Boys
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         6/29/2021 2:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Discover Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo (The Trocks), an all-male company that for 
45 years has offered audiences their passion for ballet classics mixed with exuberant 
comedy. With every step they poke fun at their strictly gendered art form.



Environment/Natural/Natural Disasters
Series Title:    NATURE
Episode Title:   The Leopard Legacy
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         4/14/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Follow the story of a leopard mother as she raises her cubs near the Luangwa River, facing a 
constant battle to hunt successfully, defend her territory and protect her cubs against 
enemies.

Series Title:    Greta Thunberg: A Year to Change the World
Episode Title:   Episode 2
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         5/5/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Follow Greta's journey from the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, to Poland, 
where she speaks with miners who have lost their jobs. She also visits the UK, where she 
meets with one of her inspirations -- Sir David Attenborough.

Series Title:    Life at the Waterhole
Episode Title:   Episode 3
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         6/2/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Documentary
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Waterholes are vital to the African ecosystem; bustling oases where elephants, lions, 
leopards and hundreds of other species meet and compete for water. But little is known 
about how they support so much life. Now the BBC Studios Natural History Unit and PBS are 
working with Mwiba Wildlife Reserve and local communities in Tanzania, to build the world’s 
first waterhole with a built-in specialist camera rig. With half-submerged and weather-
proofed remote cameras, Dr. M. Sanjayan leads a team to uncover the complex dynamics of 
the waterhole for the very first time. Filming will take place across 3 dramatic periods: the 
middle of the dry season, the hottest time of year and the height of the first rains to gain 
unique insights into the lives of some of Africa’s most iconic animals. As warthogs, giraffes, 
monkeys and big cats all jostle for position at the new waterhole the team uncovers the 
increasingly important role of water in Africa as its wildlife faces the growing impact of 
climate change.



Family/Marriage
Series Title:    My Grandparents' War
Episode Title:   Helena Bonham Carter
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         4/4/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Interview/Discussion/Review
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Follow actress Helena Bonham Carter as she explores the heroism of both sets of her 
grandparents during WWII -- her grandmother, an air warden and outspoken politician, and 
her grandfather, a diplomat who save hundreds from the Holocaust.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 223
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         5/7/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:08:25

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren is working with President Biden on infrastructure, 
education and a number of other issues. She also just released a new book, "Persist," about 
her own campaign experiences and plans. It emphasizes her personal stories as a working 
mother. She joins Judy Woodruff to discuss Biden's policies, and the experiences that 
inspired the book.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 240
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         6/1/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:05:53

The last year has been one of grief and sorrow for so many around the world. A new book by 
acclaimed author Chimamanda Adichie explores her recent personal loss after the death of 
her beloved father, and the multi-faceted grief she "was not prepared for." Jeffrey Brown 
talked to her from her family home in Lagos, Nigeria for our arts and culture series, CANVAS.

Health/Healthcare



Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 197
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         4/1/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:07:39

Even as the U.S. sets records for daily COVID-19 vaccinations, disparities in availability 
persist. We cover the stories of some medically vulnerable people, most of whom are still 
waiting for their shot. And for more on the reasons behind the wait, William Brangham 
speaks to Jen Kates, the Senior Vice President and Director of Global Health and HIV Policy at 
the Kaiser Family Foundation.

Series Title:    PBS NewsHour
Episode Title:   Episode 220
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         5/4/2021 7:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS
Format:          News (live news only)
Segment Length:  00:04:11

In our news wrap Tuesday, the White House plans to distribute more COVID-19 shots to 
states where demand is higher as it aims to vaccinate 70 percent of U.S. adults with at least 
one dose by July 4. An elevated train track collapsed late Monday in Mexico City, killing at 
least 24 people. U.S. intelligence analysts warn that Afghan women will suffer greatly if the 
Taliban regains power.

Series Title:    Extra Life: A Short History of Living Longer
Episode Title:   Behavior
Length:          60 minutes
Airdate:         6/1/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:         PBS-NPS
Format:          Demonstration/Instructional
Segment Length:  00:56:44

Discover the little-known story of the innovations in science and medicine that doubled the 
human lifespan in less than a century, and celebrate the unsung heroes of public health who 
believed change was possible and acted on it.

                          

                           Local News/Local Interest



NOLA:            MLJ  0001713
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         04/02/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

FOREST FARMERS:  A new maple sugaring operation that has grown into the largest in all of 
New York State.  Providing a new industry and jobs for a former mining town in the 
Adirondacks.  The small hamlet of Lyon Mountain, New York is now home to The Forest 
Farmers, which has purchased 6,500 acres of forest land in Lyon Mountain and Ellenburg.  
The company has more than 110,000 maple taps, and 500 miles of tubing, that all lead to a 
state-of-the-art sugarhouse that they built in town about 3 years ago.  The factory employs 
at least a dozen workers year-round and several dozen more seasonally.  It has become the 
village's largest employer, providing new jobs and new hope to a small community that has 
seen hard times since the iron ore mines closed in the late '60s, and then when the state 
prison closed a decade ago.  
CEO TALKS ABOUT EXPANSION PLANS:  Mike Farrell, the Co-Founder and CEO of The Forest 
Farmers talks in-depth about the company's plans to expand in the coming years hiring even 
more local workers.  While they process and sell mostly maple syrup, maple sap flavored 
drinks, and other maple products, the company also taps tens of thousands of birch, beech, 
and walnut trees and sells those syrups around the world.  Farrell also talks about how the 
company, and factory are providing good-paying jobs to people who live in the area.  
LYON MOUNTAIN HISTORY:  If you’d like to learn more about the history of Lyon Mountain, 
its mines that employed thousands, and the iron ore that made it famous, there are great 
articles in the most recent issue of doNorth Magazine, which is written & produced by 
students at SUNY Plattsburgh.  www.donorthmag.com
OLD CHURCH'S NEW MISSION:  Over the past few decades, several Catholic Church parishes 
have closed in smaller communities here in the North Country.  The Black Brook Church in 
the tiny hamlet of Black Brook, New York was among them, with the small church being put 
up for sale.  A couple from nearby Ausable Forks saw the "for sale" sign and thought of the 
perfect way to bring the church back to life.  Our Jack LaDuke gives us a look at a church 
that went from nourishing the soul to feeding a community.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001714
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         04/09/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

BUDGET DEAL:  The New York State Legislature has passed a $217-billion state budget that 
includes a record amount of spending on education, universal full-day pre-kindergarten 
statewide, and nearly $100-million to upgrade the Olympic venues in Lake Placid.  The 
budget also includes a comprehensive broadband study, low-cost internet service for eligible 
subscribers, and gives the Governor the authority to close an unlimited number of state 
prisons.  
Watch extended interview with Senator Dan Stec on whether he believes the budget will 
help stimulate the state's economy after COVID, and money aimed to benefit North Country 
Veterans:
Watch extended interview with Assemblyman Billy Jones whether he believes the budget, 
which grew 10% over last year's spending plan, will help stimulate the state's economy after 



COVID, and he also discusses his concerns over lawmakers voting to legalize the 
recreational use of marijuana.
SUNY COVID VACCINE CLINIC:  SUNY Plattsburgh held clinics this week offering the COVID 
vaccine to students who live on and off campus. Plattsburgh was one of the first colleges in 
the state to offer the vaccine to students, nearly 500 got their shots on Tuesday.  Students 
received the Moderna vaccine, so the students will need one more dose in three weeks, the 
week before finals, which means the students will be fully vaccinated as they head home for 
summer break.  
RESCUE MISSION:  Some employees at a Tractor Supply Store in the Adirondacks made a 
surprising discovery a couple of months ago, outside their store in Ray Brook, New York, a 
great horned owl, was hiding in some trees.  As luck would have it, one of the store's 
employees also works for the New York State Department of Conservation and knew who to 
call, Veterinarian Dr. Nina Schoch who came to the rescue to help nurse "Barnabus" the owl 
back to health.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001715
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         04/16/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

SETTLING DIFFERENCES:  After being at odds for several years over disputes that ended up 
in the courts, the City and Town of Plattsburgh have reached a truce.  The new agreement 
will drop lawsuits that included the dispute over payouts from a "PILOT" agreement between 
the city and town for the Falcon Seaboard power plant, and the legal battle over the City 
wanting to annex more than 200 acres it bought in the Town of Plattsburgh off Rugar Street 
near Interstate 87 that it may eye to develop in future.  As part of the deal, the Town will be 
getting 18 acres of land near the airport that currently sit with the City's boundaries.  
Beyond settling the lawsuits, Mayor Chris Rosenquest and Supervisor Michael Cashman say 
the agreement puts the Town & City on a new path working together on future development 
and shared services.
NEW LAKE RESIDENTS:  New York’s Department of Environmental Conservation is trying to 
boost the Atlantic Salmon population in Lake Champlain and Saranac River using a first-of-
its-kind experiment to raise more than 25-thousand young salmon in the lake, in the hopes 
that the 4-weeks the fish spend there will leave a lasting impression on them and that 
someday, in a few years, they’re return to the same spot to spawn.
SPOTLIGHT:  Current events and historical happenings often affect what you see when you 
visit an art gallery.  And now current affairs are also affecting "how" you see works of art 
these days.  The gallery of the Lake George Arts Project has changed with the times for 
decades, and it soon will reflect a changing culture for Asian Americans through the years, 
as Paul Larson tells us in this "Spotlight" report:

NOLA:            MLJ  0001716
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal



Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         04/23/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE:  Among the many volunteers giving out the lifesaving COVID 
vaccine are SUNY Plattsburgh nursing students who are getting some real-life, hands-on 
experience.  Our producer, Michael Hansen, shares their stories.  
SUNY GRADUATION:  Many of those nursing students will be graduating this May.  Unlike last 
year, when COVID cancelled in-person graduation ceremonies, Plattsburgh & other SUNY 
schools are getting the green light to hold commencement ceremonies this year.  Students 
will once again be able to receive their diplomas together, in person, instead of having to 
take part in virtual commencements.  The school will hold six separate commencement 
ceremonies throughout the day.  There will be one virtual option for students who could not 
or choose not to attend in person.    
ONLINE PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY TRAINING:  Governor Andrew Cuomo recently talked 
about how New York State needs to be ready, in case another pandemic happens. Saying 
the state needs to “get serious” about a public health emergency plan, the Governor 
announced what he says is a first in the nation, the New York State Citizen Public Health 
Training Program, which will be offered through Cornell University.  The University has 
developed a curriculum for citizens to be trained about public health emergencies.  
Enrollment in the free and open now.  The 16-hour online course will begin on April 30.  
https://nypublichealth.cornell.edu/portal/nyspublichealth/
RAISING AUTISM AWARENESS:  The Clinton County Sheriff’s Department is helping to raise 
money for the Autism Alliance of Northeastern New York.  They are selling autism awareness 
patches and stickers, all this month.  April is Autism Awareness Month and Sergeant Andrew 
Bertrand, whose son is on the spectrum, wanted to find a way to give back to an 
organization that he says has helped his family so much.  He says this month is also a good 
time to for law enforcement to review its policies when it comes to situations involving 
someone on the spectrum. 
NEW ARTS PARK:  Construction is underway on a new Arts Park in downtown Plattsburgh 
named in honor of long-time North Country State Senator Betty Little. 
The project, part of the Downtown Revitalization Initiative grant, will create a green space 
downtown between Margaret and Bridge Streets. It will offer a space for local artists to 
showcase their sculptures as well as benches and a water feature. The city is still looking for 
artists to display their works.  The project is expected to be completed by this fall. 
SPOTLIGHT:  If you feel compelled to read or write a poem this month, you're not alone.  
April's National Poetry Month has become the largest literary celebration in the world, with 
tens of millions of readers, teachers, librarians, and poets, marking poetry's important place 
in our lives.  Our Paul Larson shines the Spotlight on how we're celebrating in the North 
Country, with activities from the Adirondack Center for Writing.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001717
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         04/30/2021 8:00:00 PM



Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

CLOSED BORDER:  Business and political leaders on both sides of the border are pushing the 
U.S. and Canada to get plans in place to reopen the Northern Border, which has been closed 
to all-but-essential traffic for 13 months.  Former Quebec Premier Jean Charest and 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik joined a virtual discussion hosted by a coalition of Chamber 
of Commerce groups from across Quebec and Northern New York.  Charest, Representative 
Stefanik, and North Country Chamber President Garry Douglas all talked about the collective 
sense of urgency in getting both the U.S. and Canadian governments to put in place 
framework, and a timetable, to reopen the border.  Charest believes with a federal election 
likely being called in the fall, political leaders in Canada will be hesitant to reopen the border 
until later in the fall.  
FLIGHTS GROUNDED IN PLATTSBURGH:  With the border closed, and Canadians cut-off from 
driving to Plattsburgh to catch flights, the airport has cancelled all scheduled flights until 
late June to do some major renovations.   Crews will spend the next 7 weeks rebuilding and 
resurfacing the main part of the airport's nearly 12,000-foot runway.  The airport is located 
at the former Plattsburgh Air Force base, built back in the early 1950’s, and its only runway 
is the original concrete that’s almost 70-years old.  Contractors will rip up the concrete, 
crush it up, and then add several inches of new asphalt on top.  Reusing the concrete is 
more than just eco-friendly, it saves millions of dollars.  And with the pandemic's impact on 
the airline industry, the Federal Aviation Administration will cover the entire cost of 
rebuilding the runway, saving Clinton County $650,000. 
Flights will resume at PIA on June 23rd.
HISTORIC BRIDGES:  We told you last fall about a preservation group in Keeseville, New York, 
working to save several historic bridges in the community.  Matthew Pray says the bridges, 
all built in the 1800s, are one-of-a-kind. They are all on the National Register of Historic 
Places and are considered civil engineering landmarks.  The group has worked with 
lawmakers looking for grant money, something both Essex and Clinton County say will be 
needed if the bridges are to be restored.  Essex County Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Shaun Gillilland says the county pegs the cost at over $2-million-dollars to make the repairs 
necessary to restore the bridges. In addition to the grant money, an engineer would need to 
certify that any fix-up would make the bridge safe to use.  The group has started placing 
these signs around Keeseville, hoping to get people in the community to show their support.  
Many have already signed a petition to save the bridges.  Pray says they’ve collected more 
than 2-thousand signatures. 
CITIZEN PUBLIC HEALTH LEADER TRAINING:  We talk with Dr. Gen Meredith, the Associate 
Director of Cornell University's Master of Health Program.  Cornell is teaming up with New 
York State in hopes of training 100,000 New Yorkers to become Civilian Public Health 
Leaders who will better prepare their communities and neighbors for the next public health 
emergency, like COVID.
Enrollment is free, the next session begins on May 4th.  Sign Up/Learn More:  
https://nypublichealth.cornell.edu/portal/nyspublichealth/
In addition to training civilian leaders, Cornell is also partnering with the governor’s office to 
develop and train the first-in-the-nation State Public Health Corps, which will assist in COVID-
19 vaccine distribution and outreach.  Cornell is developing online courses to train at least a 
thousand people.  Governor Cuomo announced the creation of the Public Health Corps 
during his State of the State in January.  
EMMY NOMINATIONS:  We want to pass along our congratulations to two of our producers 
here at Mountain Lake PBS.  Mike Hansen and Will Houle have both been nominated for 
Emmy Awards.  Mike and Will teamed up to shoot and produce a story on how families in the 
Adirondacks are struggling to get reliable broadband service, which they have needed for 
more than a year now for remote learning during the pandemic.  Mike Hansen also shot and 
produced a segment on concerns over a significant increase in the number of reported cases 
of domestic violence while couples and families were in COVID lockdown.  Both stories, 



which aired on Mountain Lake Journal, have been nominated for New England Emmys.  You 
can go to our Facebook page or website to watch the two segments that have been 
nominated.  We here at Mountain Lake PBS congratulate Mike Hansen and Will Houle for 
their wonderfully produced pieces and commitment to excellence.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001718
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         05/07/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

STATE LIFTING COVID RESTRICTIONS:  As we head into the month of May, much of New York 
is preparing to reopen after a year of COVID. 
Governor Cuomo says by May 19th, restaurants, gyms, hair salons, and most other 
businesses will be allowed to open at full capacity.  
Although anyone who isn’t fully vaccinated or had a negative COVID-19 test will still have to 
maintain social distancing, which many businesses say will force them to keep their COVID 
restrictions in place. 
Many attractions are opening, after being closed all of last summer, including the Six Flags 
Great Escape adventure park in Lake George, which opened this past weekend.  Outdoor 
Experiences and the Wild Walk have opened at the Wild Center in Tupper Lake for the spring 
and early summer.  For now, indoor exhibits are still closed. 
Airborne Speedway in Plattsburgh opened for the season this past weekend with fans in the 
stands for the first time in more than a year.  They did hold 2 races last summer without any 
spectators.  Our producer Will Houle shows this week how drivers and fans are thrilled to be 
back at the track.  The State this week lifted more COVID restrictions and will allow 200 
spectators into the grandstands for this weekend’s races without having to show proof of 
being vaccinated, or a negative COVID test.  
CHEF CURTISS:  Chef Curtiss Hemm, who owns the Carriage House Cooking School in Peru, 
New York, was having a great year in 2020 when the pandemic hit and everything all but 
stopped for several months.  While in-person classes have started up again, Chef Hemm has 
discovered Facebook & on-line classes as a safe way to reconnect. 
We sat down with him in the kitchen of his cooking school at his farmhouse to talk about life 
after COVID.  If you go to our website, you can watch more of our interview with Chef Curtiss 
and hear about a special evening coming up on Sunday, May 23rd.  Mountain Lake PBS is 
hosting a live “Cook-In" which will be a virtual cooking lesson with Chef Curtiss. It begins 
with a cocktail, followed by a step-by-step live online cooking lesson to create a delicious 3-
course gourmet meal.  Watch that part of our interview and find out what’s on the menu.  
Visit our website at mountainlake.org to learn more and sign up for this special event all 
from the comfort and safety of your home.  
SPOTLIGHT:  We're celebrating mothers this weekend and our Paul Larson has a special 
Spotlight gift for his mother, a chat about a novel whose author dedicated her book to 
mothers and children.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001719
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         05/14/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest



COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT OUTREACH:  County Health Departments are getting 
creative in trying to convince people to get their COVID-19 shots.  For those who didn’t sign 
up either at the state-run vaccination site at the Plattsburgh Airport, or clinics held at Clinton 
Community College, the Clinton County Health Department is now trying to reach out to 
those who, for whatever reason, have put-off or been reluctant to get their COVID-19 
vaccination.  In Altona last week, they set up a clinic inside the Holy Angels Church Hall and 
gave shots out to about 40 people.  This week, they held the first outdoor clinic, right next to 
the redemption center in the Treadwells Mills neighborhood of Plattsburgh, hoping to 
convince people to stop-by, walk-in, and get vaccinated.   Volunteers, including Amanda 
Bulris-Allen, who is the Director of NAMI Champlain Valley, grew up in the neighborhood, and 
this week went door to door offering to give residents a ride to the clinic.  The Health 
Department says it plans to hold more of these clinics in the coming weeks, including 
weekends, at popular and convenient spots, like the parking lot of the former Friendly’s 
restaurant in Plattsburgh on June 12th.  The Health Department says about 60% of the 
county's residents have had at least their first shot, and are hopeful pop-up clinics will help 
get that number closer to 70 or even 80%.
NORTH COUNTRY REGIONAL VACCINATION NETWORK:  The Clinton County Health 
Department, non-profit groups, and CVPH Medical Center are all part of the North Country 
Regional Vaccination Network.  It’s based at CVPH and has supervised the rollout and 
distribution of the vaccine in 7-counties across Northern New York.  The network also 
includes a Task Force that has been working for several months to make sure that everyone 
in the region gets an equal opportunity to get the vaccine.  Dr. Wouter Rietsema with CVPH 
& John Bernardi with the United Way of the Adirondack Region join us this week to talk about 
the work of the Vaccination Network & Health Equity Task Force. 
VACCINE HESITANCY:  Watch this week’s virtual discussion hosted by the chambers of 
commerce in Glens Falls and Plattsburgh with several doctors who discuss why people are 
hesitant to get vaccinated.   
STEFANIK SEEKS HOUSE LEADERSHIP POST:  North Country Congresswoman Elise Stefanik is 
poised to become the 3rd highest ranking Republican in the House of Representatives.  
She's in line to become the Chair of the House Republican Conference after she and her 
republican colleagues voted this week to oust Wyoming Congresswoman Liz Cheney from 
that leadership role, after Cheney became quite vocal, and critical of former President 
Donald Trump, and his repeated claims of widespread voter fraud in the 2020 Presidential 
Election, that Cheney says led to January’s violent attack at the U.S. Capitol. 
ASTORINO SEEKS 2022 REMATCH:  Congresswoman Stefanik’s name had been mentioned 
often in recent months as a potential challenger to Andrew Cuomo in next year’s New York 
Governor’s race.  3 Republicans have now stepped up and entered the race.  The latest 
joined just this week when former Westchester Country Executive Rob Astorino announced 
he’s throwing his hat into the ring and seeking a rematch against Cuomo, who he challenged 
in 2014.  Astorino kicked-off his campaign with a swing through the state on Tuesday, 
including a stop at City Hall in Plattsburgh, where he was critical of Cuomo’s handling of the 
COVID crisis and the scandals the Governor’s now facing.  Long Island Congressman Lee 
Zeldin and Lewis County Sheriff Mike Carpinelli are the other 2 Republicans seeking the 
nomination.
REACHING FOR THE STARS:  SUNY Plattsburgh Students pulled off an amazing feat this past 
week, connecting more than 6-thousand elementary and middle school students from across 
New York State to more than 30 virtual workshops and demonstrations focusing on STEM, 
including a live chat with two of the astronauts currently onboard the International Space 
Station.  For students at Beekmantown Central School District, it was an out-of-this-world 
experience, getting their questions about life and work in space answered by NASA 
Astronaut Meghan McArthur and European Space Agency Astronaut Thomas Pesquet.  Many 
kids wanted to know what it’s like to spend months in space, in zero gravity.  The once in a 
lifetime opportunity to chat live with two astronauts was put together by SUNY Plattsburgh’s 
Shine On! Program which aims to boost communication skills and self-confidence in young 



girls and boys.  It took about 9 months of planning to set up the live chat with NASA and the 
International Space Station.

NOLA:            MLJ  0001720
Series Title:   Mountain Lake Journal
Length:          30 minutes
Airdate:         05/21/2021 8:00:00 PM
Service:          MLPBS
Format:          Local News/Local Interest

BORDER CLOSURE:  The Canadian Government extended the closure of the Northern Border 
another 30 days to at least June 21st this week, while a growing number of businesses, and 
families, are now calling on political leaders in both the U.S. and Canada to reopen the 
border, or at the very least, consider allowing additional people who have been vaccinated 
to cross the border to visit family, conduct business, or check on property they own on the 
other side.
SHOULD NY HELP VACCINATE CANADIANS?:  Business and political leaders from our region 
said the closure of the border to all but essential traffic is hurting businesses and 
communities in the North Country. 
The past year has also been incredibly difficult for families separated by the border.  Tracy 
Simmons from Morrisonville, New York was unable to care for her elderly mother in Quebec 
when she became gravely ill. 
New York Assemblyman Billy Jones is asking New York State's Department of Health to, like 
a handful of other states, offer to give COVID shots to Canadians to help get their 
vaccination numbers up, staring with essential workers, and then including Canadians who 
own property in the state, or have close family living on this side of the border. 
Jones, and the Chamber have reached out to both federal, and state leaders, asking for help 
getting the state health department to OK giving vaccines to Canadians, in the hopes it will 
help convince Ottawa to move ahead and get the border reopened.  Canada has given its 
residents, with a doctor's order, permission to cross the border to get vaccinated.  So far, 
there's been no response from the New York State Department of Health whether it would 
consider vaccinating Canadians. 
MASK MANDATE LIFTED IN NY:  As of this week, New Yorkers who are fully vaccinated no 
longer have to wear masks in most settings.
Governor Andrew Cuomo said New York State was adopting the new CDC recommendations 
that allows those who are vaccinated to remove their masks and stop social distancing, 
except in the most crowded of public settings.  The change began on Wednesday to coincide 
with the already planned mass reopening of the state that removes capacity limits on most 
businesses in the state.  Everyone must still wear masks inside hospitals, nursing homes, 
prisons, schools, airports and on planes, & public transportation. 
TEENS GETTING VACCINATED:  Kids and teenagers in New York, ages 12 to 15, are now 
approved to get the Pfizer vaccine, and state-run clinics started giving out shots last week.  
Some parents took their kids out of school to get some of the first shots being offered.
SPOTLIGHT:  If you're ready to brave an art exhibit in person this month. you may want to 
visit the creatures creeping up the walls of the Strand Center for the Arts in Plattsburgh. 
DR. LONEL WOODS:  We note the passing of Dr. Lonel Woods, a Tenor, who performed on 
Broadway, and with some of the most prestigious opera companies in America.  For the past 
decade he was a music professor, and more recently Interim Dean at the Crane School of 
Music at SUNY Potsdam.  Dr. Woods died unexpectedly this week at the age of 52.  We share 
his performance from Crane’s 2020 Candlelight Christmas Concert that we taped last 
November and broadcast here on Mountain Lake PBS.
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SKY'S THE LIMIT?  What could be a revolution in aviation is taking place in the skies over the 
North Country.  BETA Technologies, a company based in Vermont has been testing a new 
type of aircraft powered entirely by electricity.  The company is planning to build a new 
factory at the airport in Burlington, hire as many as 500 additional workers, and begin 
manufacturing hundreds of its electric planes as soon as it receives FAA certification, which 
the company is hopeful will come by 2024.  For the past three years, BETA has been doing 
tests flights from Plattsburgh International Airport.  We talk with Chris Caputo, with BETA 
Technologies, about those flights being conducted out of a hangar on the former Plattsburgh 
Air Force Base, and the new generation of electric aircraft that can fly like a plane but also 
take-off and land vertically like a helicopter.  The aircraft, called ALIA-250, can carry up to 6 
passengers or 1,500 pounds of cargo.  Shipping giant United Parcel Service is the first major 
company to order the new aircraft, with plans to use the electric planes to transport express 
packages directly between UPS facilities, instead of airports.
GREAT ELECTRIC AIRPLANE RACE:  NOVA takes a look at the revolutionary development of 
electric aircraft, driven in large part, by the climate crisis and push to find an alternative to 
the use of jet fuel, which is a major polluter.  Miles O'Brien explores the many projects 
hoping to take off in the near future.
NEW LEASE ON LIFE:  Many people working remotely during the pandemic have been 
moving and buying up homes in desirable locations all across the country, including in 
Upstate New York and the Adirondacks.  Trouble is, the booming real estate market is 
creating a shortage of available housing for renters.  New affordable housing is going up in 
several communities, including the village of Tupper Lake, where a new project hopes to 
create desperately needed housing, while at the same time, preserving one of the village’s 
historic landmarks.  Jack LaDuke shows us.
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BETTY LITTLE HONORED:  After dedicating decades of her life to public service, former State 
Senator Betty Little has received a very fitting dedication of her own.  The Town and Village 
of Lake George have renamed one of the main routes that runs from NYS Route 9 to the 
southern shore of Lake George, in honor of Little, who served for 34-years as a Warren 
County Supervisor, New York State Assemblywoman, and then for 18-years as the North 
Country's State Senator.  West Brook Road in Lake George has officially become Elizabeth 
Little Boulevard.  New York Lt. Governor Kathy Hochul was among the dignitaries who 
recently attended a dedication ceremony to unveil the new road signs and a plaque placed 
in a park along the road now named in Little’s honor.
PLATTSBURGH REELS IN SUMMER EVENTS:  An encouraging sign that the North Country is 
coming back from COVID, officials with the Chamber of Commerce, Town & City of 
Plattsburgh, and community business leaders all gathered recently on the lakefront to 
announce that 5 major bass-fishing tournaments and a national Water Cross championship 
will all take place this summer on Lake Champlain, events that reel-in thousands of anglers 



and competitors and millions of dollars for the local economy.  At least one of the 
tournaments will be broadcast nationally on ESPN.
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES:  Plattsburgh is gearing up this weekend to kick off its second 
year of outdoor concert series known as Curbside at Harborside.  The concerts that feature 
local musicians, brought people out by the carload during the pandemic last summer, and 
now, they're coming back for a second summer.  Some COVID restrictions will remain in 
place to keep people feeling safe and comfortable. Those attending the concerts will still be 
asked to park and sit at least 6-feet apart.  This year, the first 3 concerts of the season will 
be performed in the gazebo on the historic U.S. Oval of the Old Air Force Base.  The classical 
chamber band Trillium Ensemble will be the first act of the summer performing this 
weekend, on Saturday, June 5th at 7:30pm at the Oval.  Tickets range from $10 to $20 and 
seating and parking will once again this year, be set up for social distancing.  Concerts will 
be held every weekend through September 4th.  
If you'd like to get a taste of what to expect from Trillium Ensemble, you can find a full 
number that the classical chamber group performed recently here in our studios at 
mountain lake PBS, on our website.  
SPOTLIGHT:  When COVID-19 forced the delay of a planned art exhibit at the Tannery Pond 
Center in North Creek, no one could have imagined that one of the featured artists wouldn’t 
be there when the show would open.  Our Paul Larson this week shines the Spotlight on the 
Adirondack Waters exhibit and remembers painter & Adirondack boatbuilder Peter 
Hornbeck.
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NEW TOOL:  A year ago, when the death of George Floyd prompted public outcry and 
protests across the nation, in many communities like Plattsburgh, peaceful demonstrations 
and constructive meetings between the community and police led to some significant 
changes when in policing policies, and the use of force.  Governor Andrew Cuomo also 
signed a sweeping package of reforms, including a ban on police chokeholds, and called on 
every community in New York to review their policing procedures and policies.  In the past 
year, many communities have also looked at using a new tool many believe can help officers 
subdue people, without having to use force.  Several police departments including the City 
of Plattsburgh and Clinton County Sheriff's Office are considering using this new device 
called the BolaWrap.  
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER:  Some high school sports that have been on hold for more than 
a year have finally gotten the OK for shortened spring seasons, which is welcomed by 
student-athletes on football and wrestling teams, who weren't sure they would get a chance 
to compete this school year.  
VACCINE SCOLARSHIPS:  Governor Cuomo announces the first winners of the State’s lottery 
to encourage teenagers to get their COVID shots.  One of the winners is a 12-year-old from 
Chazy.  We talk with his father about the 4-year, full-ride scholarship to any New York State 
SUNY or CUNY school that his son has just won.
BORDER REOPENING:  It looks as if there is some movement to begin loosening restrictions 
at the Northern Border, possibly within the next couple of weeks. The mayors of some 
Canadian border cities told Politico this week that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
government may begin easing COVID-19 restrictions at the border by June 22nd if Canada’s 
vaccination rates stay on track.  As of the end of May, just shy of 70% of Canadians had 
received at least one shot.  The Prime Minister has said in recent weeks that he wanted at 
least 75% of Canada’s population to have their first dose of vaccine before he would agree 



to begin reopening the border, and then only to travelers who are fully vaccinated.  The 
governments of both Canada and the U.S. have come under intensifying pressure in recent 
weeks to come up with plans to reopen the border to help boost cross-border business & 
tourism and for families who have been separated for more than a year.  
MAYOR'S CUP BACK FOR SUMMER OF 2021:  One of the biggest events of the year in 
Plattsburgh is coming back this summer.  The Sunrise Rotary unveiled this year’s t-shirt and 
plans for the 44th annual Mayor’s Cup Regatta & Festival this past week.  And while the 
regatta will go on, as usual on Lake Champlain, the festival is moving this year to City 
Beach.  The Rotary is planning a 5K race, and volleyball & cornhole tournaments at the 
beach.  This year, there’s no entry fee for sailors who want to join in the regatta.
GONDOLAS FIND NEW HOME:  After years of faithful service, the gondolas that carry skiers 
up the Whiteface Mountain Ski Center, have been replaced.  But, in this era of COVID, a 
surprising thing happened with some of the old gondolas.  Jack LaDuke shows us how they 
have found a new home, and purpose.
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COVID RESTRICTIONS LIFTED:  New York this week has lifted most of the COVID-19 
mandates & restrictions put in place by the state in March of 2020, now that 70% of adults 
in the state have received at least one dose of the vaccine.  People will still need to wear 
masks in hospitals and other health care facilities, while on public transportation, and (as 
recommended by the C-D-C) in schools.  Some businesses may also require masks and 
social distancing for customers who aren’t fully vaccinated.   
While the Governor said 70% is a great milestone, the state is still hoping to get more 
adults, teenagers, and children vaccinated in the coming weeks.  More than 11 million of the 
state’s residents have been vaccinated with at least one shot and just shy of 10 million are 
now fully vaccinated.  
Even though Cuomo said all COVID related restrictions are over, he still holds the emergency 
powers granted to him at the start of the pandemic by the state legislature. The Senate and 
Assembly did not vote to rescind the temporary powers before they adjourned the legislative 
session for the summer.
HONOR FLIGHTS RETURNING:  After a year of being grounded by COVID, the national 
organization that honors veterans with all-expenses-paid trips to the war memorials in 
Washington, D.C. is gearing up to take off again later this summer.  Barrie Finnegan with 
North Country Honor Flight says that 4 flights are planned for August, September, and 
October.  Right now, more than 200 veterans are waiting to go.   
NEW NATURE PRESERVE OPENS:  A new nature preserve in Essex, New York, is getting ready 
to welcome visitors.  The 35 acres, just south of the ferry landing, is home to more than a 
mile of trails for both walking and cross-country skiing that surround an ancient limestone 
rock quarry that’s home to 450-million-year-old fossils that were once part of the world’s 
oldest coral reef.  Stone from the quarry was used in the 1800s to build landmarks like the 
Brooklyn Bridge and the state capitol building in Albany.  The quarry was purchased by 
Champlain Area Trails, which says the new Essex Quarry Nature Preserve is a perfect 
addition to its network of trails, and its goal of connecting people to nature, and promoting 
land conservation. The new nature preserve opens on June 26th.  
CHARLES EVANS HUGHES DOCUMENTARY:  4 of New York's Governors went on to be elected 
President.  Martin Van Buren, Grover Cleveland, and both Frankin D. Roosevelt and Teddy 
Roosevelt.  All famous names in both New York and national politics.  Another former 
governor, who was born in the Adirondacks, came within just a few thousand votes of 



winning the White House, narrowly losing the 1916 Presidential Election to Woodrow Wilson.  
Despite that loss, he would later serve as U.S. Secretary of State and then as Chief Justice of 
the United States.  Yet many people have heard very little over the years about Charles 
Evans Hughes. A new documentary is looking to change that.  Maury Thompson, a longtime 
reporter with the Post Star newspaper in Glens Falls, has teamed up with filmmaker Caitlyn 
Stedman to produce a new film on Hughes’ life and legacy.  You can watch "My Native Air" 
on Mountain Lake PBS, on Monday June 21st at 10pm, and then again on June 28th at 4pm, 
and July 1st at 1pm.
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Plattsburgh author Kate Messner writes a biography of Dr. Anthony Fauci, with elementary 
school readers in mind.  The Adirondack Waters exhibit celebrates the friendship of three 
artists and honors boat builder Peter Hornbeck, a painter who died before the exhibit 
opened.  Spotlight producer Paul Larson hosts.

Minorities/Civil Rights
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The Derek Chauvin trial resumed Monday, with the prosecution arguing the former 
Minneapolis police officers' use of force did not follow protocol. The city's chief of police 
testified on the matter. Special correspondent Fred De Sam Lazaro has our report and 
Uzodima Frank Aba-Onu, a civil attorney and president of the Minnesota Association of Black 
Lawyers, also joins us to discuss the matter.
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Learn about the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, on the 100th anniversary of the crime, and how 
the community of Tulsa is coming to terms with its past, present and future.
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COVID-19 has taken a disproportionate physical toll on people of color — especially Black 
Americans, who are nearly three times as likely to be hospitalized and twice as likely to die 
from it than whites. Experts are now also warning of the longer-term mental health toll this 
last year has taken on those same communities and historical disparities it highlights. 
Stephanie Sy reports.
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Women make up less than a quarter of STEM professionals in the United States, and 
numbers are even lower for women of color. But a growing group of researchers is exposing 
longstanding discrimination and making science more inclusive.
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Human: The World Within explores the incredible universe inside each and every one of us. 
Through an examination of diverse personal stories around the world, Human reveals how 
our everyday lives, our passions, and our goals are powered by the amazing systems that 
define our biology as a species.
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Meet pioneering meteorologist Ted Fujita, who transformed our understanding of tornados. 
His technological advancements saved lives and helped Americans prepare for and respond 
to dangerous weather phenomena.


