
4Q 2023 ISSUES PROGRAMS LIST FOR WDMJ-AM (1320)
October 1, 2023 to December 21, 2023
WDMJ-AM has identified the following as significant issues facing our community in 
this quarter:

ECONOMIC ISSUES IN UPPER PENINSULA

A big layoff at Delta County’s largest employer. The Billerud paper mill is idling 
over a quarter of its workforce, some 280 employees. The company cites low 
customer demand, which had already prompted a week of 
maintenance.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 4 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 
8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Upper Peninsula Collaborative Development Council has just completed a 
first-of-its kind comprehensive U.P. Labor Market Study. Invest U-P C-E-O 
Marty Fittante says the study includes lots of valuable information     The study 
looked at the needs of each of the U-P;s 15 counties individually. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on October 24 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Lake Superior Community Partnership earlier this year received a grant to 
set up a central U-P business development hub. Money for the Hub comes from 
by the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. Now, they're looking to 
hire someone to run The Hub—a U-P business development center. Interviewed 
CEO Chris Germain.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 19 at 6:04, 6:34, 
7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The city of Munising now has a better idea of where it’s going development-wise 
over the next five years. City Manager Devin Olson says they got help in the 
form of the state’s Redevelopment Ready Communities program.     Olson says 
the city now has a plan for development, whether it’s residential or a 
multi-million-dollar commercial project. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 20 at 
6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Negaunee is now a Redevelopment Ready Community. That designation was announced 
Tuesday by the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. It means—in the words 
of state officials—that the city is “thoroughly prepared” when it comes to planning and 



zoning to promote opportunities for prospective investors. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired 
on November 8 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

CLEAN ENERGY BILL EFFECTS ON UPPER PENINSULA
Governor Whitmer has signed clean energy legislation into law, which requires 
all of the state’s electricity must come from so-called “clean” sources by 
2035.     U-P State Representative Dave Prestin says implementing the law will be 
costly. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 30 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 
8:35 a.m.

State Representative Jenn Hill is pushing back on claims that new state energy 
legislation will usurp local control over wind and solar projects. The Marquette 
Democrat says local zoning rules will still apply. Hill also says developers have 
an incentive to keep it local.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 6 at 6:04, 
6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

U-P State     Sen. Ed McBroom voted against a series of energy bills many say will end 
local control over the siting of wind and solar farms. The bills mandate a 100 percent 
clean energy standard by 2040. In order to meet the goal, McBroom says, the state must 
cover over 265-thousand acres with solar panels. And that, he says, is why they want to 
end local control over such installations.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 30 
at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

U-P State Senator Ed McBroom held town hall meetings in Marquette and 
Escanaba to discuss the controversial energy legislation that just passed the 
state legislature. The legislation also includes provisions that take away local 
control over large wind and solar installations. It includes energy mandates 
recently passed by the state legislature. Like switching all of our energy 
production to wind and solar by 2040.     McBroom, the locals who object to huge 
wind and solar projects could be overridden by an unelected state commission. U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on November 16 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Two U-P state legislators say solar and wind energy bills proposed by Democrats in the 
legislature will mean loss of local control over U-P lands. Greg Markkanen and Dave 
Prestin say the measures will give state bureaucrats control over where such projects can 
be located. The two Republicans say wind and solar projects have sparked protests in 



rural areas—and in some cases, local voters have banned them. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on October 13 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN IN UPPER PENINSULA
Police in the eastern U-P say a man arrested there on child sex charges may have been in 
40 other states before he was nabbed here. Joshua James Harmon was arrested back on 
August 27th     and is being held on charges of first degree criminal sexual conduct. 
Police in the Soo say Harmon travelled the country on foot or by bike, often 
accompanied by a yellow Lab dog.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 4 at 
6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

A Marquette County sting operation netted seven men accused of trying to have 
sex with underage children. Journalist Chris Hansen helped coordinate the effort 
along with local law enforcement. The last suspect profile from that underage 
sex sting operation was Calvin Veldt, a 68-year-old truck driver from the Soo. 
Hansen says these stings have to be ongoing.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on 
October 13 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

A 49-year-old defrocked Catholic priest has been convicted of child sexually abusive 
activity of Chippewa County. Aaron James Nowicki was nabbed in an undercover 
operation back in 2021. He had sought to have sex with a 15-year-old decoy through the 
social media app Grindr. Police say Nowicki was removed from the priesthood in 2019 
due to alleged sexual misconduct. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 2 at 6:04, 
6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

A 59-year-old Wisconsin man is accused of having multiple sexual contacts with a 
15-year-old Iron Mountain boy. Todd Stafford of Bailey’s Harbor allegedly met with the 
youngster in an Iron Mountain hotel room several times starting earlier this year. The 
child’s parents called police after discovering the relationship. Stafford was nabbed after 
a decoy agreed to meet Stafford at Iron Mountain’s City Park. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on October 2 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Former sheriff’s deputy and school resource officer Brian Helfert was found guilty of 
Second Degree Criminal Sexual Conduct Friday night in a Menominee courtroom. The 
verdict followed ten hours of jury deliberation. This is Helfert’s second conviction for a 
sex crime against a former student who attended a school he patrolled. This one 



happened at Carney Nadeau High School between 2006-2008. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on December 4 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on October 26 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Menominee and Marinette counties now have three new child advocates. The new 
advocates have completed a training course of over five weeks, according to court 
officials. Court Appointed Special Advocates are trained volunteers appointed by judges 
to advocate for children in the child welfare system. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on 
November 14 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Bipartisan legislation has been introduced in the Michigan Senate that would 
redefine child neglect and abuse, allowing parents to give their children more 
independence.     Bill co-sponsor and UP State Senator Ed McBroom says common 
sense needs to prevail when it comes to our laws. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on 
October 13 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

UPPER PENINSULA VETERANS ISSUES/PROGRAMS

Congressman Jack Bergman is hailing U-S House passage of the Elizabeth Dole Home 
Care Act. The First District Republican says the act assures long-term care for vets who 
need it, with the option of them staying at home. Bergman says the measure enjoyed 
broad bipartisan support. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 7 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 
7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Iron Mountain VA Medical Center will join in the nationwide Medication 
Take Back Days. Unwanted medications can be brought to the hospital from ten 
to two Central time tomorrow for safe disposal. No liquids or syringes, however. 
Both veterans and non-vets are welcome to use the service. Interviewed     Pat 
Palmquist is chief of police at the Iron Mountain V-A. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on 
October 23 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center in Iron Mountain recently received 
the 2022 Best Overall Experience Award from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Tim Ellison is Public Affairs Officer at the Iron Mountain VA. He says that 
since 2012, The Iron Mountain VA ranked within the top 10 of all VA Health care 
facilities for both employee and patient satisfaction. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on 
October 2 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.



U-S Secretary of Veteran Affairs Denis McDonough visited the Iron Mountain VA 
Medical Center. While there, he spoke with leadership, toured the facility and met with 
employees. Accompanying McDonough on his visit was Congressman Jack Bergman 
and several state and federal veterans’ officials. This was the first time since the Iron 
Mountain VA was built in 1950 that a V-A secretary has visited the facility. U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on December 18 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

NEW LEADERSHIP AT U.P. COLLEGES/UPDATES VISION

Northern Michigan University’s 17th     president was formally installed this 
quarter. In his remarks, Brock Tessman set his agenda for the 
school.     Tessman came to NMU from Montana where he served as the Deputy 
Commissioner of Higher Education. He’s a was born in Detroit and grew up in 
neighboring Plymouth. He says that NMU is an important entity for all of the Upper 
Peninsula.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 2 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, 
and 8:35 a.m.

Doctor Nerita Hughes was formally inaugurated as Bay College’s sixth president 
last week. And she has some ambitious goals for the school. Her goals include 
large increases in student enrollment.     Hughes comes to the U-P from 
Minneapolis, where she was Dean for the School of Business, Careers, Education and 
Workforce Innovation at North Hennepin Community College. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on November 7 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

ISSUES FACING NATIVE AMERICANS IN UPPER PENINSULA

The Soo Tribe of Chippewa say it will appeal a federal court ruling on tribal fishing 
rights. The ruling from U.S. District Court Judge Paul Maloney would regulate tribal 
fishing rights for the next 24 years. Soo Tribe Chairman Austin Lowes says the 
decision—quoting now—"restricts our rights as a sovereign nation.” U.P.'s Morning 
News. Aired on October 10 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Keweenaw Bay Tribe of Chippewa cleared one hurdle Tuesday in its efforts to get 
compensated for land it says was stolen from them. The U-S Senate passed a measure 
awarding the tribe 34 million dollars. The bill must still clear the U-S House. The tribe 
claims the land was taken by the federal government back in the 1840s and 50s with no 
compensation. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 27 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 



8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

NMU is once again ranked on the list of the top 200 colleges for native American 
students. The American Indian Science and Engineering Society cites NMU’s Center for 
Native American studies. The society says Northern is the only college in Michigan that 
offers a bachelor’s degree in Native American Studies. Students attending NMU can 
also get certification in American Indian education and a master's degree in American 
Indian education administration. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 11 at 6:04, 
6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

GUN CONTROL IN MICHIGAN; U.P. REACTION

Two major pieces of proposed gun control legislation are advancing through the state 
Senate. They would prohibit a person convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence from 
possessing or using a firearm. Testifying against the bills’ passage was Tom Lambert 
from the group, Michigan Open Carry. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 2 at 
6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

MACKINAC STRAITS UTILITY TUNNEL/LINE FIVE

After a five-year delay, the Michigan Public Service Commission Friday okayed 
construction of a tunnel to house an oil and gas pipeline now submerged in the straits of 
Mackinac. U-P State Senator Ed McBroom says, however, that the Army Corps of 
Engineers is delaying a decision on a tiny easement needed for the tunnel until 
2026.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 6 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, 
and 8:35 a.m.

Former Congressman and U.S. Senate candidate Mike     Rogers says small 
business faces a blizzard of regulations at both the state and federal level. And 
he says the proposed Line 5 tunnel in the Straits of Mackinac is 
essential.     Rogers says the Army Corps of Engineers shouldn’t take three years to 
approve tiny land easements for the new tunnel at the Straits, and that the U.P.'s energy 
reliability is at stake. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 11 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 
7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Joined by all 18 members of the Senate Republican caucus, U.P. State Senator Ed 



McBroom accused the Army Corps of Engineers and Governor Whitmer of deliberately 
stalling the project. The Vulcan Republican says the tunnel is needed to keep Line 5 
from leaking into the straits. He notes it was approved almost five years ago with 
bipartisan support. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 18 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 
8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

U-P State Senator Ed McBroom told the state senate that it’s time for the 
Whitmer administration to get out of the way of that tunnel project in the Straits. 
And the Vulcan Republican says it’s not just about the propane supply in the 
U-P.     McBroom says the Army Corps of Engineers has also deliberately slowed 
down its approval process because of President Biden’s Green Energy agenda. U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on October 16 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has approved Enbridge Energy’s planned 
tunnel to house its oil and gas pipeline under the straits of Mackinac. The MPSC aid 
there is a public need for both the tunnel and the products carried by the pipeline. Before 
construction can begin, though, Enbridge must get various federal and state permits. The 
so-called Line 5 supplies the bulk of the propane used for heating and cooking in the 
Upper Peninsula. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 4 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 
8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

ISRAEL/HAMAS WAR UPPER PENINSULA REACTION

An Israeli student who played baseball at Bay College and is finishing his 
education in Detroit says his family is in a relatively safe spot back home. David 
Ibn Ezra spoke with our Jack Hall and spoke of atrocities being conducted 
against the Israeli people.     Ibn Ezra says he knows people who lost family 
members when the Hamas terrorists attacked towns along Israel’s border with Gaza a 
little over a week ago. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 16 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 
7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Congressman Jack Bergman says President Biden is being soft on Hamas and its Iranian 
enablers. The U-P Republican says the Biden administration has the power under a 
Trump-era law. He wants sanctions against Qatar, which he says is helping to fund the 
terrorists. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 12 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 
8:35 a.m.

Congressman Jack Bergman says it’s time to get tough with Qatar.The First 



District Republican says the middle eastern emirate not only funds terrorist 
groups like Hamas.     Bergman says that legislation needs to be revived and passed 
by Congress. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 4 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, 
and 8:35 a.m.

UPPER PENINSULA SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS

Voters in the Gwinn area will be asked to approve the building of a new school. 
The 45-million-dollar facility will replace the two current buildings. Gwinn 
Superintendent Sara Croney.     And Croney says one big factor is declining 
enrollment.     Also in the plans are major upgrades for the teaching of STEM 
classes, she says. Croney says the current setup is inefficient, and she     says 
the current security system allows unlimited access to Sawyer school, and that’s 
dangerous. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 7 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, 
and 8:35 a.m.

Voters in the Breitung Township Schools will be asked to approve a bond 
proposal. Superintendent David Holmes says the 34.5 million dollar request is 
for a period of 25 years, and would build a new centralized elementary school to 
replace two they currently use. There would also be other upgrades to facilities, 
including athletic facilities, and much-needed security upgrades.     U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on October 24 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

The Gladstone Area Schools plan to put a bond issue before voters in November. 
Superintendent Jay Kulbertis says they’re looking to improve all of the district’s 
facilities. He says they're looking to extend the payoff period on its bonds that were first 
taken out back in the 1990's. Kulbertis says one big need is expanding their STEM 
programs to the middle school level. Kulbertis says that will allow for improvements in 
security at the high school, as well as making it easier for handicapped students to get 
around. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 31 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 
8:35 a.m.

UPPER PENINSULA CULTURAL/RECREATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS

The Hiawatha National Forest and Historicorps have wrapped up a three-year 
restoration of the Point Iroquois lighthouse near Brimley. The Hiawatha’s 
Chelsea Calleri says they first stripped and repainted the exterior. The lighthouse 



is open during the summer and early fall, and will close shortly for the season. U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on October 12 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Some big improvements are in the works for the Iron Ore Heritage Trail in 2024. 
Administrator Bob Hendrickson says they'll     improve public access to the 
176-acre Koski Land trust. Also on the agenda is a major expansion of the Heritage Trail 
in Chocolay Township and ORV trail improvements from Tilden Township to Republic. 
U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 27 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 
a.m.

The Marquette Maritime Museum has closed for the season, but efforts to 
restore the building’s aging roof continue. Director Hilary Billings tells us that 
there are several ways people can make donations and help out by going 
to     M-Q-T Maritime Museum dot com. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 
10 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

A one mile long walking trail in the forest behind Bay College West’s campus in 
Iron Mountain is officially open. Bay’s Michelle Campbell says the trail was 
made possible by a financial donation from Boss Snowplow.     The trail is open 
year round and allows for snowshoeing in the winter months.     U.P.'s Morning 
News. Aired on October 20 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

IMPROVING U.P. HOUSING/ENERGY NEEDS

An energy non-profit based in Hancock has received a 220-thousand-dollar grant to 
make the homes of low-income residents more energy efficient. New Power Tour 
received the money from the Klungness Foundation. Programs to be funded range from 
replacing inefficient heating and cooling systems to sealing cracks in doors and windows. 
U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October30 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

A L’anse-based non-profit is getting a half-million dollar loan from the federal 
government to construct five homes. Lake Superior Community Development 
Corporation will build the homes on tribal lands, according to the U-S-D-A. The idea is 
to advance home ownership among native Americans. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on 
October17 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.



The Superior Watershed Partnership has received 200-thousand dollars from the Upper 
Peninsula Power Company to deliver energy assistance to the company’s low income 
customers. Eligible customers include those with incomes within 151 to 200% of the 
Federal Poverty Level and a past due bill. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October6 at 
6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

INITIATIVES AT UPPER PENINSULA COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES

Michigan Tech will be offering a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. School officials say 
the final step has been taken, which is approval by Tech’s accrediting agency. The 
degree was created to replace the degree offered by the now-defunct Finlandia 
University. While the     bachelor’s in nursing     is new to MTU, nursing education is 
not. Michigan Tech previously offered an associate degree in nursing from 
1973-82.     Aired on October 26 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

A new program seeks to partner NMU graduate students with local communities 
seeking development help. The program is being coordinated by Invest U-P, 
where Marty Fittante is C-E-O. Fittante says many local governments in the U-P 
lack the personnel to take advantage of development opportunities.     U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on October 23 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Bay College is now enrolling for the Dental Assistant Program kicking off 
January 8th. The classes, in collaboration with the John Fornetti Dental Center 
is a 9 week program.     Deadline to register is December 25th. Interviewed dentist 
John Fornetti. U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 14 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 
8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

UPPER PENINSULA HOSPITAL INITIATIVES/PROGRAMS
U-P Health System Marquette is now a certified primary stroke center. The 
designation announced Friday means the hospital can significantly improve 
outcomes for stroke patients. Hospital officials say they passed a rigorous 
assessment to earn the certification.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 
13 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.



Schoolcraft Memorial Hospital’s Festival of Trees is underway. The money from this 
year’s fundraiser goes toward new high-tech X-Ray equipment. Eric Price is the 
hospital’s CFO. He says the trees being on display in the lobby of the main hospital 
building will help to improve patient care in the county.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired 
on December 4 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

There’s a senior health expo set at Little bear East Arena in Saint Ignace. One 
of the sponsors is Straits Health System, where Mike Grisdale is marketing 
director. He says that health screenings will be offered, and there’ll be lots of 
information and free stuff available. He says events like these help patients to stay 
on top of their health care.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 9 at 6:04, 
6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

OSF St. Francis Hospital in Escanaba has been recognized on Newsweek’s 
2024 America’s Best Hospitals list. The recognition comes from 
a     nationwide online survey     of over 10,000 medical professionals, patient 
experiences and     other data. Only 600 hospitals nationwide earned this 
distinction. OSF is also the only hospital in the U-P and one of just 11 in 
Michigan to earn the recognition.     U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on November 7 
at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

UP Health System – Marquette has again been awarded a three-year accreditation 
in radiation oncology by the American College of Radiology. Radiation oncology is 
the careful use of high-energy radiation to treat cancer. Marquette has maintained 
its ACR accreditation for well over ten years now, according to hospital officials. 
U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on December 18 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 
8:35 a.m.

UPPER PENINSULA AEROSPACE INITIATIVES

Calumet Electronics will be getting seven and a half million dollars in state 
incentives to manufacture a product state officials say is critical for aerospace and 
defense. The 55-year-old printed circuit board manufacturer will make so-called 
packaged substrates. These are materials that protect circuit board components 
from the surrounding environment. The project is expected to generate some 
51-million dollars in capital investment, including construction of a new facility. 
U.P.'s Morning News. Aired on October 25 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 



a.m.

The Powell Township Board has shut down     any hopes of setting up a 
spaceport within the township. The board agreed with local activists that a 
proposed rocket launch site on Thoney’s Point violates zoning laws. Jane Fitkin 
of Citizens for a Safe and Cleak Lake Superior tells us in an interview.     No 
comment from the Michigan Aerospace Manufacturers Association. U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on November 24 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

UPPER PENINSULA FORESTS PROTECTION VS USAGE

State Senator Ed McBroom is speaking out about a proposal to designate 
51-thousand acres of the U-P’s Ottawa National Forest as a federally protected 
wilderness. McBroom says the designation would mean a prohibition on cutting 
timber either for sale or to manage wildfire hazards.     Mc Broom says the 
wilderness idea is not supported by the people of the U-P, but originates with a 
group from Chicago and a state senator from Ann Arbor. U.P.'s Morning News. 
Aired on October 19 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.

Two members of the U-P’s state house delegation also oppose the proposed 
wilderness area. Dave Prestin and Gregg Markkanen say the designation would 
prohibit tree cutting and the use of vehicles – from cars to bicycles. What’s more, 
they say, firearms could be prohibited at any time by executive order.     U.P.'s 
Morning News. Aired on October 20 at 6:04, 6:34, 7:04, 7:34, 8:06, and 8:35 a.m.
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