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As the program schedule for WETA TV26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 
of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During July, August, September, 
the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 
 
American History / Biography 
Arts 
Business / Industry 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
Economy 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
Health / Health Care 
National Politics 
Science / Technology 
War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics. 
 
BBC World News (Weeknights) 
Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 
Frontline (Weekly) 
PBS Newshour (Weeknights) 
Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 
To the Contrary (Weekly) 
Need To Know (Weekly) 
Washington Week (Weekly) 
Inside Washington (Weekly) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 3

Top Categories 
Quarterly Program Topic Report 

3rd Quarter 2013 
July, August, September 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue               Page No. 
 
American History / Biography……………………………………………. 4 
Arts………………………………………………………………………... 5 
Business / Industry.………………………………………………………... 6 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement………...………………............... 7 
Economy…………………………………………………………………… 8 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters ……………………………….... 9 
Health / Health Care...…………………..…………………………………. 10 
National Politics………………………………………………………….... 11 
Science / Technology…………………………………………………….... 12 
War / Veterans / National Security………………………………………...  13 
 
 



 4

American History / Biography 
 
 

 
MOUNT RUSHMORE: AMERICAN EXPERIENCE (60) minutes  
Aired July 2, 2013 at 9:00pm 
High on a granite cliff in South Dakota’s Black Hills tower the huge carved faces of four 
American presidents. Together they constitute the world’s largest sculpture. The massive 
tableau inspires awe and bemusement. How, and when, was it carved? Who possessed the 
audacity to create such a gargantuan work? The story of Mount Rushmore’s creation is as 
bizarre and wonderful as the monument itself. It is the tale of a hyperactive, 
temperamental artist whose talent and determination propelled the project, even as his 
ego and obsession threatened to tear it apart. It is the story of hucksterism and hyperbole, 
of a massive public works project in the midst of an economic depression. And it is the 
story of dozens of ordinary Americans who suddenly found themselves suspended high 
on a cliff face with drills and hammers as a sculptor they considered insane, Gutzon 
Borglum, directed them in the creation of what some would call a monstrosity and others 
a masterpiece. Michael Murphy narrates. 
 
AMERICAN MASTERS: BILLIE JEAN KING (90) minutes  
Aired September 10, 2013 at 9:15pm 
The series’ first profile of a sports figure commemorates the 40th anniversaries of the 
famous Billie Jean King/Bobby Riggs battle of the sexes tennis match and the launch of 
the Women’s Tennis Association. King presents her own story, with perspective from 
Rosie Casals, Chris Evert, Venus Williams, Gloria Steinem, Riggs’ son Larry and others. 

 
HISTORY DETECTIVES (60) minutes   
Aired September 13, 2013 at 10:00am 
Could this propeller be from a World War II drone, the prototype for the assault drones 
the U.S. uses today in Afghanistan and Iraq?  This inscribed, wooden club appears to be a 
gift to Teddy Roosevelt.  Who gave him this club, and why? If Clara Barton wrote this 
letter, why was she concerned about the life of the soldier she mentions? 
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Arts 
 

 
POV: HERMAN’S HOUSE (90) minutes   
Aired July 13, 2013 at 11:30pm 
Herman Wallace may be the longest-serving prisoner in solitary confinement in the 
United States — he’s spent more than 40 years in a 6-by-9-foot cell in Louisiana. 
Imprisoned in 1967 for a robbery he admits, he was subsequently sentenced to life for a 
killing he vehemently denies. “Herman’s House” is a moving account of the remarkable 
expression his struggle found in an usual project proposed by artist Jackie Sumell. 
Imagining Wallace’s “dream home” began as a game and became an interrogation of 
justice and punishment in America. The film takes us inside the duo’s unlikely 12-year 
friendship, revealing the transformative power of art. By Angad Singh Bhalla. 
 
NOVA: MAKING STUFF SMALLER (60) minutes  
Aired August 21, 2013 at 10:00pm 
From carbon nanotubes to artificial skin, our world is poised at the frontier of a 
revolution in materials science as far-reaching as the biotech breakthroughs of the last 
two decades. This four-part series explores how materials changed history and are 
shaping the future, ranging from cost-effective fuel cells and solar panels to quantum 
computers and ultra-light automobiles. The New York Times' technology correspondent 
and best-selling author David Pogue brings his trademark goofball humor and techie zeal 
to this fast-paced exploration of the future of "stuff." In each one-hour program-Stronger, 
Smaller, Smarter, and Cleaner-we explore the talent, luck, and determination that can turn 
a wild idea into a cutting-edge material or high-tech breakthrough. 
 
JOHN LEGUIZAMO'S TALES FROM A GHETTO KLOWN (60) minutes   
Aired September 7, 2013 at 11:00pm 
This documentary is a  behind-the-scenes look at one of the industry’s most versatile 
actors: John Leguizamo. This profile of the actor/playwright looks at his unorthodox rise 
to success while capturing his struggles to mount his latest one-man show. From his 
Colombian and “NuyoRican” roots to his high-profile career in Hollywood, Leguizamo 
bares his soul. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 
INDEPENDENT LENS: THE POWERBROKER: WHITNEY YOUNG'S FIGHT 
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS (60) minutes   
Aired August 26, 2013 at 10:00pm 
Whitney M. Young, Jr. was one of the most celebrated - and controversial - leaders of the 
civil rights era. The Powerbroker follows his journey from segregated Kentucky to head 
of the National Urban League. Unique among black leaders, he took the fight directly to 
the powerful white elite, gaining allies in business and government, including three 
presidents. Young had the difficult tasks of calming the fears of white allies, relieving the 
doubts of fellow civil rights leaders, and responding to attacks from the militant Black 
Power movement. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired September 3, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Labor Secretary Perez: 'Level Playing Field' Needed for American Workers: Secretary of 
Labor Thomas Perez believes nobody working a full-time job should live in poverty, but 
it's hard to make progress when Americans face slow economic recovery and stagnant 
wages. Ray Suarez sits down with Perez to discuss right-to-work laws, hiring people with 
disabilities and long-term unemployment. 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 
 
FRONTLINE: WIKISECRETS (60) minutes  
Aired July 2, 2013 at 10:00pm 
It's the biggest intelligence breach in U.S. history-the leaking of more than half-a-million 
classified documents on the Wikileaks website in the spring of 2010.  Behind it all, stand 
two very different men:  Julian Assange, the Internet activist and hacker who published 
the documents, and an Army intelligence analyst named Bradley E. Manning, who's 
currently charged with handing them over.  Private Manning allegedly leaked the secret 
cables-along with a controversial video-in the hope of inciting "worldwide discussion, 
debates and reforms."  Assange's stated mission has been to force the U.S. and other 
governments into maximum transparency through his whistle-blowing website.  Through 
in-depth interviews with Manning's father, Assange, and others close to the case, veteran 
FRONTLINE correspondent Martin Smith tells the full story behind the leaks.  He also 
reports on the U.S. government's struggle to protect national security information in a 
post 9/11 world. 
 
FRONTLINE: THE SUICIDE PLAN (60) minutes 
Aired September 12, 2013 at 2:00am 
You have an incurable illness, you want to die and you want help dying — what can you 
do? The terminally ill who live in Oregon or Washington can openly ask a doctor for 
help, but in the rest of country, where physician-assisted suicide is illegal, people who are 
suffering turn in secret to friends, family and even activist organizations. FRONTLINE 
explores this shadow world of assisted suicide, where the lines between legality and 
criminality are blurred, taking viewers inside one of the most polarizing social issues of 
our time — told by the people choosing to die, and by their “assisters,” individuals and 
right-to-die organizations at risk of prosecution for their actions. 
 
RELIGION AND ETHICS NEWS WEEKLY (30) minutes 
Aired September 15, 2013 at 10:30am 
Birmingham Church Bombing 50th Anniversary: Fifty years after it was bombed, 
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church stands as a witness to the violence and suffering of the 
civil rights era.
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Economy 
 
 

FRONTLINE:  TWO AMERICAN FAMILIES (90) minutes   
Aired July 9, 2013 at 10:00pm 
Since 1992, Bill Moyers and FRONTLINE have been following the story of two 
ordinary, hard-working families in Milwaukee - one black, one white - as they spent two 
decades in an extraordinary battle to keep from sliding into poverty. With poignant and 
revealing intimacy, Two American Families chronicles the struggles of the Neumanns 
and the Stanleys as they try to hold onto their homes, their jobs, their health insurance, 
and a future for their children. A remarkable portrait of perseverance, the 90-minute film 
raises unsettling questions about the changing nature of the U.S. economy and the fate of 
a declining middle class. 
 
POV: ONLY THE YOUNG (90) minutes   
Aired July 20, 2013 at 11:30pm 
Follow three unconventional Christian teenagers coming of age in a small Southern 
California town. Skateboarders Garrison and Kevin, and Garrison’s on-and-off girlfriend, 
Skye, wrestle with the eternal questions of youth: friendship, true love and the promise of 
the future. Yet their lives are also touched by the distress signals of contemporary 
America — foreclosed homes, abandoned businesses and adults in financial trouble. As 
graduation approaches, these become shocking realities. By Jason Tippet and Elizabeth 
Mims. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND (30) minutes   
Aired September 15, 2013 at 5:00pm 
Five Years On: Lessons Learned from the Collapse? On the fifth anniversary of the 
collapse of Lehman Brothers, Heidi Moore, The Guardian's US finance and economics 
editor, speaks with Hari Sreenivasan about what the United States has (or hasn't) done to 
prevent another financial collapse and how regulations on Wall Street can be improved. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
 
 
NATURE: AMERICAN EAGLE (60) minutes  
Aired July 3, 2013 at 8:00pm 
Unique to North America, the bald eagle is the continent's most recognizable aerial 
predator, with a shocking white head, electric yellow beak and penetrating eyes. In the 
1960s, this symbol of the United States became an emblem of environmental degradation, 
as the pesticide DDT and other human pressures brought it to the brink of extinction. 
Following their protection as an endangered species, bald eagles have come roaring back. 
Photographed by three-time Emmy-winning cinematographer Neil Rettig, this first-ever 
HD hour on bald eagles focuses on the drama of the nest. Even in the best of times, it's a 
surprisingly tough struggle to maintain a one-ton home and raise chicks until they can 
hunt on their own. This is an intimate portrait of these majestic raptors' lives in the wild. 
 
SECRETS OF THE DEAD: ULTIMATE TUT  (60) minutes   
Aired July 10, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Ninety years ago in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings, the greatest archaeological find in 
history was made: the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb and its golden treasures. It made 
Tutankhamen the most famous name in ancient Egyptian history. But the real story has 
become shrouded in myth — with many mysteries around the tomb unsolved to this day. 
This two-part special combines the latest evidence from a team of archaeologists, 
anatomists, geologists and Egyptologists to build the ultimate picture of Tutankhamen. 
Blending 3D graphics, stylized reconstruction and action-adventure forensic 
investigation, the programs take a 21st-century approach to ancient history, following 
new scientific research and presenting fresh insights into how Tutankhamen was buried, 
why his tomb was the only one to remain intact and the enduring enigma around how he 
died. 
 
BEFORE THERE WERE PARKS: YELLOWSTONE AND GLACIER 
THROUGH NATIVE EYES (30) minutes   
Aired September 3, 2013 at 11:30pm 
From time immemorial, Native Americans have regarded the lands now called 
Yellowstone and Glacier as significant and sacred. Today, nearly 30 tribal nations 
maintain official ties to these national parks, and many tribal leaders consider ongoing 
Native involvement in these areas necessary to the long-term health of America's 
endangered indigenous cultures. In BEFORE THERE WERE PARKS: 
YELLOWSTONE AND GLACIER THROUGH NATIVE EYES, narrated by N. Scott 
Momaday, more than a dozen of these leaders and experts from across the region offer a 
respectful introduction to the knowledge that tribal people here have passed down for at 
least the past 12,000 years. Viewers discover why Glacier and Yellowstone are so 
important to American Indians -- for reasons far beyond their recent status as National 
Parks. 
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Health / Health Care 
 
 
LOVE, LAUGH & EAT WITH JOHN TICKELL, MD (90) minutes   
Aired August 5, 2013 at 11:30pm  
In the first half of the last 100 years, our life expectancy rose considerably because of 
three things - sanitation, vaccination, and antibiotics.  But in the last 50 years, life 
expectancy has moved only a few months, overcome by our worsening eating and 
drinking habits! Dr. John Tickell is a medical doctor, and international speaker and 
bestselling author who has spent the last 25 years researching the health, well-being and 
longevity patterns of people around the world.  This special presents an interpretation of 
that research in an accessible, practical way so audiences can put these important findings 
to work in their own lives. 
 
NOVA: MAKING STUFF STRONGER (60) minutes   
Aired August 21, 2013 at 9:00pm 
From carbon nanotubes to artificial skin, our world is poised at the frontier of a 
revolution in materials science as far-reaching as the biotech breakthroughs of the last 
two decades. This four-part series explores how materials changed history and are 
shaping the future, ranging from cost-effective fuel cells and solar panels to quantum 
computers and ultra-light automobiles. The New York Times' technology correspondent 
and best-selling author David Pogue brings his trademark goofball humor and techie zeal 
to this fast-paced exploration of the future of "stuff." In each one-hour program-Stronger, 
Smaller, Smarter, and Cleaner-we explore the talent, luck, and determination that can turn 
a wild idea into a cutting-edge material or high-tech breakthrough. 
 
NOVA: MAKING STUFF CLEANER (60) minutes 
Aired August 28, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Host David Pogue is on a quest to clean up, using new green materials to build and power 
the devices of the future. Batteries grown from viruses, plastics made of sugar and solar 
cells that cook up hydrogen are just the beginning of a new generation of clean materials. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 
RELIGION & ETHICS NEWSWEEKLY (30) minutes   
Aired September 1, 2013 at 10:30am 
Moral Questions on Syria Strikes: Does the US have a “responsibility to protect” now 
that the use of chemical weapons by Syria has been confirmed? Watch our discussion 
with University of Notre Dame peace studies professor George Lopez, who says, “Is 
there just cause and right intention? Yes, there’s a grave public evil with a chemical 
weapons attack. But on criteria of last resort, proportional response, probability of 
success, this strike idea really falls short of the mark.” 
 
NATIONAL PARKS: AMERICA'S BEST IDEA; THE 
EPISODE TITLE:   THE EMPIRE OF GRANDEUR (1915-1919) (120) minutes 
Aired September 4, 2013 at 9:00pm 
In the early 20th century, America has a dozen national parks, but they are a haphazard 
patchwork of special places under the supervision of different federal agencies. The 
conservation movement, after failing to stop the Hetch Hetchy dam, pushes the 
government to establish one unified agency to oversee all the parks, leading to the 
establishment of the National Park Service in 1916. Its first director, Stephen Mather, a 
wealthy businessman and passionate park advocate who fought vigorously to establish 
the NPS, launches an energetic campaign to expand the national park system and bring 
more visitors to the parks. Among his efforts is to protect the Grand Canyon from 
encroaching commercial interests and establish it as a national park, rather than a national 
monument. 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS: THE LONGORIA AFFAIR (60) minutes  
Aired September 28, 2013 at 11:30pm 
Private Felix Longoria died fighting the Japanese during World War II. But when his 
body was sent home to Three Rivers, Texas, the town’s only funeral parlor refused to 
allow his family to use their chapel because "the whites wouldn’t like it." The incident 
created deep divisions in Three Rivers, tensions that last even today — but it also helped 
launch the Mexican American civil rights movement, elect John Kennedy to the White 
House, and lead Lyndon Johnson to sign the most important civil rights legislation of the 
20th century. 
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Science / Technology 
 

 
NOVA: BUILDING THE PHARAOH’S CHARIOT (60) minutes   
Aired July 10, 2013 at 8:00pm 
Around 3,600 years ago, reliefs in Egyptian tombs and temples depict pharaohs and 
warriors proudly riding into battle on horse-drawn chariots. Some historians claim that 
the chariot launched a technological and strategic revolution, and was the secret weapon 
behind Egypt's greatest era of conquest known as the New Kingdom. But was the 
Egyptian chariot really a revolutionary design? How decisive a role did it play in the 
bloody battles of the ancient world?  In Building Pharaoh's Chariot, a team of 
archaeologists, engineers, woodworkers, and horse trainers join forces to build and test 
two highly accurate replicas of Egyptian royal chariots. They discover astonishingly 
advanced features, including spoked wheels, springs, shock absorbers, anti-roll bars, and 
even a convex shaped rear mirror, leading one of them to compare the level of design to 
the engineering standards of 1930's-era Buicks! By driving our pair of replicas to their 
limits in the desert outside Cairo, NOVA's experts test the claim that the chariot marks a 
crucial turning point in ancient military history. 
 
POV: THE CITY DARK (30) minutes   
Aired September 1, 2013 at 1:00am 
Is darkness becoming extinct? When filmmaker Ian Cheney moves from rural Maine to 
New York City and discovers streets awash in light and skies devoid of stars, he embarks 
on a journey to America’s brightest and darkest corners, asking astronomers, cancer 
researchers and ecologists what is lost in the glare of city lights. In this film that blends a 
humorous, searching narrative with poetic footage of the night sky, get a fascinating 
introduction to the science of the dark and an exploration of our relationship to the stars. 
By Ian Cheney. 
 
BRAINS ON TRIAL WITH ALAN ALDA (60) minutes 
Aired September 11, 2013 at 10:00pm 
On trial is Jimmy Moran, who at 18 took part in a store robbery during which the 
storeowner’s wife was shot and grievously injured. Presiding is distinguished U.S. 
District Judge Jed S. Rakoff, who has a longstanding interest in neuroscience and its 
conceivable effect on criminal law. The trial raises common questions: Is a witness lying? 
¬How reliable is eyewitness testimony? What’s the best way to avoid a biased jury? How 
well can the defendant’s intentions be judged? Alan Alda explores how brain-scanning 
technology is providing insights into these questions and discusses the implications of 
neuroscience entering the courtroom. This episode showcases the guilt phase of Moran's 
trial. We peer into the brains of others in the courtroom: the witnesses, judges and jurors.



 13

 
War / Veterans / National Security 

 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired July 12, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Snowden Meets with Human Rights Activists in Renewed Effort for Russian Asylum: 
Edward Snowden, the man who leaked information about major surveillance programs at 
the National Security Agency, renewed a request for political asylum in Russia and met 
with human rights activists and Russian politicians. Ray Suarez reports on the White 
House's response to the possibility of Snowden staying in Russia. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes  
Aired August 23, 2013 at 8:00pm 
US economic and military aid to Egypt in question as Mubarak is released from prison; 
allegations of chemical weapons use by the Syrian government; the NSA illegally 
collected thousands of US emails; and a March on Washington retrospective fifty years 
later. Joining Gwen: Alexis Simendinger of Real Clear Politics, Tom Gjelten of NPR and 
Michael Fletcher of the Washington Post.  
 
THE MARCH (60) minutes 
Aired August 27, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Witness the compelling and dramatic story of the 1963 March on Washington, where Dr. 
Martin Luther King gave his stirring "I Have a Dream” speech. This watershed event in 
the Civil Rights Movement helped change the face of America. The film reveals the 
dramatic story behind the event through the remembrances of key players such as Jack 
O’Dell, Clarence B. Jones, Julian Bond and Andrew Young. Supporters and other 
testimonials of the March include Harry Belafonte, Diahann Carroll, Roger Mudd, Peter 
Yarrow and Oprah Winfrey, in addition to historians, journalists, authors and ordinary 
citizens who joined some 250,000 Americans who thronged to the capital on that 
momentous day to peacefully demand an end to two centuries of discrimination and 
injustice. Other notable figures featured in the film include Clayborn Carson, Andrew 
Young, Clarence Jones, Edith Lee Payne, Roger Mudd, Julian Bond, Joyce Ladner, 
Rachell Horowitz and Peter Yarrow. Denzel Washington narrates. 
 


