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As the program schedule for WETA TV 26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 
of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During April, May, June, the 
following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 
 
American History / Biography 
Arts 
Business / Industry 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
Economy 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
Health / Health Care 
National Politics 
Science / Technology 
War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics. 
 
BBC World News (Weeknights) 
Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 
Frontline (Weekly) 
PBS Newshour (Weeknights) 
Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 
To the Contrary (Weekly) 
Need To Know (Weekly) 
Washington Week (Weekly) 
Inside Washington (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 
 
 

AMERICAN MASTERS: CAROL BURNETT: A WOMAN OF CHARACTER (90) 
minutes  
Aired April 9, 2013 at 8:00pm 
America, in the 1960s and ‘70s, was in turmoil – the civil rights struggle, the war in 
Vietnam and the sexual revolution defined a nation in conflict. But, at 10:00 every 
Saturday night, in dorms and dens, in living rooms and bedrooms across the country, 
Americans watched The Carol Burnett Show. For 11 years, this whacky performer yelled 
like Tarzan and won our hearts, often breaking our hearts, with her edgy – always 
sympathetic characters. She could fall down a flight of stairs or take a pie in the face like 
nobody else. She could also wear a slinky sequined gown and hold her own in a duet with 
Bing Crosby or Julie Andrews. She was open, honest, a real person – our friend. Yet, as 
with so many brilliant comedians, hers was a difficult childhood and a glimpse of 
something deeper, darker began to emerge in the dramatic career that followed her TV 
variety show. 
 
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: ANNIE OAKLEY (60) minutes  
Aired May 14, 2013 at 8:00pm 
This is the story of the star of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, the young woman who 
thrilled audiences around the world with her daring shooting feats. While her act helped 
fuel turn-of-the-century nostalgia for the vanished, mythical world of the American West, 
the legend of Annie Oakley had little to do with the real Annie. Although famous as a 
western sharpshooter, Oakley lived her entire life east of the Mississippi. A champion in 
a man’s sport, Oakley forever changed ideas about the abilities of women, yet opposed 
female suffrage. Her fame and fortune came from her skill with guns, a concept that was 
counter to her Quaker upbringing. 

 
INDEPENDENT LENS: TWO SPIRITS (60) minutes  
Aired June 21, 2013 at 10:30pm 
Fred Martinez was one of the youngest hate-crime victims in modern history when he 
was brutally murdered at 16. This film explores the life and death of a boy, who was also 
a girl, and the essentially spiritual nature of gender. 
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Arts 
 

 
INDEPENDENT LENS: WONDER WOMEN! THE UNTOLD STORY OF 
AMERICAN SUPERHEROINES (60) minutes   
Aired April 20, 2013 at 11:30pm 
Trace the fascinating evolution and legacy of Wonder Woman. From the birth of the 
comic book superheroine in the 1940s to the blockbusters of today, Wonder Women! 
looks at how popular representations of powerful women often reflect society’s anxieties 
about women’s liberation. 
 
AMERICAN MASTERS: MEL BROOKS (90) minutes  
Aired May 20, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Laugh as the comedy giant shares never-before-heard stories about his life and career. 
The program features new interviews with Mel Brooks, Matthew Broderick, Nathan 
Lane, Cloris Leachman, Carl Reiner, Joan Rivers, Tracey Ullman and others. 
 
HELEN OF TROY (120) minutes  
Aired June 17, 2013 at 2:30pm 
Host Bettany Hughes explores the myth and mystery surrounding Helen of Troy as she 
travels to Greece and Turkey to find the fact woven within the fiction of the complex 
tapestry of this ancient Greek tale. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired April 1, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Should Public Money Be Used for Private Schools? The Indiana Supreme Court upheld a 
law allowing taxpayer money to be used for private schools through vouchers. Hari 
Sreenivasan examines the implications with Kevin Chavous, executive counsel for 
American Federation for Children, which promotes vouchers, and Dennis van Roekel, 
president of the National Education Association. 
 
FRONTLINE: THE UNTOUCHABLES (60) minutes   
Aired May 21, 2013 at 10:00pm 
Are the CEOs of mega-banks too big to jail? Though fraudulent practices at banks 
contributed to America’s financial meltdown, to date no Wall Street titan has been 
convicted of a crime connected to the crisis. FRONTLINE investigates why Wall Street’s 
leaders have escaped prosecution. 
 

 
CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes   
Aired June 17, 2013 at 12:00am 
Former U.S. secretary of defense Donald Rumsfeld discusses his book Rumsfeld's rules, 
which is part memoir and part management guide. 
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 
 
KIND HEARTED WOMAN (180) minutes  
Aired April 2, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Filmmaker David Sutherland profiles Robin Charboneau, a divorced mother and Oglala 
Sioux woman living on North Dakota’s Spirit Lake Reservation. Sutherland follows 
Charboneau over three years as she struggles to raise her children, further her education, 
heal the wounds of sexual abuse and battle alcoholism. She fights in tribal court with her 
ex-husband for custody of the children, even after he’s convicted of sexually molesting 
his daughter and another child. Charboneau’s quest to heal her family, earn a degree and 
return to the reservation to help prevent abuse of women and children leads her on a 
journey of discovery, heartbreak and, ultimately, redemption. 
 
NOVA: MANHUNT - BOSTON BOMBERS (60) minutes  
Aired May 29, 2013 at 9:00pm 
At 2:50 pm on April 15, two bomb blasts turned the Boston Marathon finish line from a 
scene of triumph to tragedy, leaving three dead, hundreds injured, and a city gripped by 
heartbreak and terror.  Less than five days later, the key suspects were identified. Soon 
one was dead, the other in custody. How did investigators transform the chaos of the 
bombing into a coherent trail of clues, pointing to the accused killers? NOVA follows the 
manhunt step by step, examining the role modern technology-combined with old-
fashioned detective work-played in cracking the case. Given hundreds of hours of 
surveillance and bystander videos, how did agents spot the suspects in a sea of 
spectators? Why couldn't facial recognition software I.D. the criminals? How much could 
bomb chemistry analysis, cell phone GPS, infrared imagery and crowd sourcing reveal 
about the secrets behind this horrific crime? With the help of top criminal investigators 
and anti-terrorism experts, NOVA explores which technological innovations worked --
and which didn't --in the most notorious case of today, and how the world of crime 
fighting could be transformed tomorrow. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 
Aired June 7, 2013 at 8:00pm 
The fallout from the NSA collecting phone records and Internet data. Also, Obama 
announced the appointment of Susan Rice as his new national security adviser and 
Samantha Power to succeed Rice at the United Nations. Plus, Congress tackles the 
growing problem of military sexual assaults. Joining Gwen: Martha Raddatz of ABC 
News, David Sanger of The New York Times; Pete Williams of NBC News.
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Economy 
 
 

NEED TO KNOW (30) minutes   
Aired April 12, 2013 at 10:30pm 
How many times during the past several years have you heard one commentator or 
another express the same familiar lament? “We just don’t make anything anymore.” Of 
course, it’s not true. Not even close. No country exports more than the United States 
except China. What is true is that millions of manufacturing jobs have been lost, shipped 
overseas where labor costs are often dramatically lower. And that’s had a profound effect 
on many factory towns across the United States, particularly in the industrial heartland— 
The Midwest. 
 
TO THE CONTRARY WITH BONNIE ERBE (30) minutes   
Aired May 24, 2013 at 5:30pm 
Sex Scandals in Politics: Do sex scandals matter anymore? Discussing Anthony Weiner 
and Mark Sanford's second runs for office. Pope Francis and 'the cult of money': Pope 
Francis condemns materialism and issues a call for world financial reform. BEHIND 
THE HEADLINES: Former Senator Olympia Snowe's next act. Panelists: Del. Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-DC); Kim Gandy, president and CEO of National Network to End 
Domestic Violence; Genevieve Wood, conservative commentator for the Heritage 
Foundation; Rina Shah, Republican strategist. 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired June 4, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Former Reagan Budget Director Argues Against Bailouts, for Financial Discipline: In 
"The Great Deformation," David Stockman, former budget director under President 
Reagan, makes an argument against government economic intervention. Economics 
correspondent Paul Solman interviews Stockman on why he believes the U.S. bailout of 
banks after the 2008 financial meltdown perpetuates an unfair economic system. 
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
 
 
NATURE: CLASH: ENCOUNTERS OF BEARS AND WOLVES  (60) minutes   
Aired April 10, 2013 at 8:00pm 
What happens when two great predators come face to face in Yellowstone?  The grizzly 
and the wolf.  They couldn't be more different.  The bear is a loner, ranging far and wide 
in search of a rich variety of resources.  The wolf hunts to survive and finds its strength in 
speed and teamwork.  Their strategies have taken them to the very top of Yellowstone, 
and it's no simple matter when they meet.  In every encounter, the opposition must be 
measured, strengths must be tested, and risks must be carefully weighed.  Each time, one 
of them will have a tactical advantage -- but which one, and when?  What emerges as 
each remarkable scene unfolds, is the keen awareness that runs through all of 
Yellowstone.  Elk and eagle, coyote and raven, otter and owl, every creature must assess, 
decide, and act.  To fight or to flee?  It's all in knowing your own strengths and 
limitations in the heat of the moment in Yellowstone. 
 
SECRETS OF THE DEAD: CAVEMAN COLD CASE (60) minutes  
Aired May 15, 2013 at 10:00pm  
A tomb of 49,000 year-old Neanderthal bones discovered in El Sidron, a remote, 
mountainous region of northern Spain, leads to a compelling investigation to solve a 
double mystery: How did this group of Neanderthals die? And could the fate of this 
group help explain Neanderthal extinction? Scientists examine the bones and discover 
signs that tell a shocking story of how this group may have met their deaths. Some bones 
bear distinct signs of cannibalism. Was it a result of ritual or hunger? Neanderthal experts 
are adamant that they were not bloodthirsty brutes. What happened here 49,000 years ago 
will take viewers on a much bigger journey - from El Sidron to the other end of the 
Iberian Peninsula, where scientists are excavating beneath the seas off Gibraltar in search 
of Neanderthal sites.. 
 
 
BATTLE FOR THE ELEPHANTS (60) minutes 
Aired June 19, 2013 at 5:00pm 
Battle for the Elephants explores the brutal slaughter of African elephants for their tusks, 
fueled largely by China’s demand for ivory. The film tells the ultimate wildlife story — 
how the Earth’s most charismatic and majestic land animal today faces market forces 
driving the value of its tusks to levels once reserved for precious metals. Journalists 
Bryan Christy and Aidan Hartley take viewers undercover as they investigate the criminal 
network behind ivory’s supply and demand. 
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Health / Health Care 
 
 
CHARLIE ROSE (60) minutes   
Aired April 8, 2013 at 11:00pm  
Remembering film critic Roger Ebert, who had just died at age 70 after a prolonged battle 
with cancer, with A.O. Scott of The New York Times, Dana Stevens of Slate, and 
director Werner Herzog. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes   
Aired May 31, 2013 at 8:00pm 
The panelists analyze the multiple controversies facing Obama and Democrats including 
problems implementing the Affordable Care Act. Plus, the internal struggles among 
Republicans trying to overhaul the party ahead of the 2014 midterm elections. Joining 
Gwen: Amy Walter, Cook Political Report; Alexis Simendinger, Real Clear Politics; 
Reid Wilson, National Journal Hotline; Molly Ball, the Atlantic. 
 
SUPER BRAIN WITH DR. RUDY TANZI (90) minutes 
Aired June 13, 2013 at 9:30pm 
Dr. Rudy Tanzi explores new discoveries in neuroscience that maximize the potential of 
the human brain in practical and actionable ways. Dr. Tanzi crosses the next horizon in 
brain functioning where every person can reach a higher level of fulfillment and 
achievement by harnessing the brain’s hidden potential for change, creativity and 
intelligence. In "Super Brain With Dr. Rudy Tanzi," he demonstrates techniques for 
keeping the brain youthful and retaining mental acuity as we age, and dispels long-held 
myths, including “aging in the brain is irreversible” and “the brain’s hard wiring cannot 
be changed.” 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 
INDEPENDENT LENS: THE HOUSE I LIVE IN / AS I AM (120) minutes   
Aired April 13, 2013 at 11:30pm 
More than 40 years since it began, the war on drugs is the longest conflict in American 
history. It has resulted in more than 45 million arrests and made the United States the 
world's largest jailer. It has fueled armed conflict overseas, devastated poor communities 
and disproportionately targeted people of color. Still, drugs are cheaper, stronger and 
more plentiful than ever. Eugene Jarecki explores the human-rights implications of the 
country's least winnable war. 
 
CONSTITUTION USA WITH PETER SAGAL – CREATED EQUAL (60) minutes 
Aired May 21, 2013 at 9:00pm 
The high ideals of the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal” 
didn’t make it into the Constitution in 1787. It took three-quarters of a century, and a 
bloody civil war, before the Fourteenth Amendment of 1868 made equality a 
constitutional right and gave the federal government the power to enforce it. The far-
reaching changes created by that amendment established new notions of citizenship, 
equal protection, due process and personal liberty. Today, those notions are being used to 
fight for same-sex marriage, voting rights, affirmative action and immigration reform. In 
this episode, Peter Sagal learns how the far-reaching changes created by that amendment 
established new notions of citizenship, equal protection, due process, and personal 
liberty, altering the relationship between the federal government and the states. The 
Fourteenth Amendment underlies many landmark Supreme Court decisions that have 
reshaped the contours of American society. In Texas, Sagal meets a group of siblings 
named Lopez, whose parents successfully challenged a law that prohibited the children of 
illegal aliens from attending public school. In Berkeley, California, two women's 
insistence on their right to marry has thrust them into a battle with the state of California, 
in a case headed to the United States Supreme Court.  And in New Haven, a white 
firefighter successfully challenges affirmative action policies that blocked his promotion, 
claiming the right to "equal protection." 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired June 3, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Trial Begins for Bradley Manning Over Leaked Classified Documents" The court martial 
of Army Pfc. Bradley Manning opened in Fort Meade, Md. Three years ago Manning 
was arrested for allegedly leaking 700,000 U.S. government documents to the website 
WikiLeaks. Ray Suarez takes a closer look at the trial with Arun Rath, who has been 
covering the story for FRONTLINE.
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Science / Technology 
 

 
NOVA: AUSTRALIA'S FIRST 4 BILLION YEARS: AWAKENING (60) minutes   
Aired April 10, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Hidden in the red hills of Australia are clues to the mysteries of Earth’s birth, how life 
arose and how it transformed the planet into the world we now live in. Experts unveil the 
earliest forms of life: an odd assortment of bacterial slime. Life like this would flood the 
atmosphere with oxygen and spark the biological revolution that conquered the planet. 
Travel with NOVA and host Dr. Richard Smith to meet the cast in the first scenes of the 
great drama of life on earth. 
 
TAVIS SMILEY (30) minutes   
Aired May 28, 2013 at 6:00pm 
Scientist Jared Diamond: The provocative best-selling author unpacks his new text, the 
intensely debated The World Until Yesterday. 
 
NOVA: EARTH FROM SPACE (120) minutes 
Aired June 26, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Earth from Space is a groundbreaking two-hour special that reveals a spectacular new 
space-based vision of our planet. Produced in extensive consultation with NASA 
scientists, NOVA takes data from earth-observing satellites and transforms it into 
dazzling visual sequences, each one exposing the intricate and surprising web of forces 
that sustains life on earth. Viewers witness how dust blown from the Sahara fertilizes the 
Amazon; how a vast submarine "waterfall" off Antarctica helps drive ocean currents 
around the world; and how the sun's heating up of the southern Atlantic gives birth to a 
colossally powerful hurricane. From the microscopic world of water molecules 
vaporizing over the ocean to the magnetic field that is bigger than Earth itself, the show 
reveals the astonishing beauty and complexity of our dynamic planet. 
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War / Veterans / National Security 

 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes 
Aired April 15, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Tens of Thousands of Spectators, Runners Disperse After Deadly Boston Blasts: After 
two devices were detonated near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, tens of 
thousands of runners and spectators had to be diverted from the disaster, many leaving 
behind bags or luggage to speed their retreat. Gwen Ifill talks to Scott Malone of Reuters 
about the scene at the blast. 
 
THE GHOST ARMY (60) minutes 
Aired May 21, 2013 at 8:00pm 
War, deception and art come together in this astonishing true story of American G.I.s 
who tricked the enemy with rubber tanks, sound effects and carefully crafted illusions 
during WWII. This remarkable tale of a top-secret mission that was at once absurd, 
deadly and amazingly effective is told through the stories of the veterans, many of whom 
— like Bill Blass and Ellsworth Kelly — would go on to have illustrious careers in art, 
design and fashion. 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes  
Aired June 14, 2013 at 8:00pm 
The U.S. plans military support for Syrian rebels after determining President Assad’s 
troops have used chemical weapons, the national security and political fallout of Edward 
Snowden's NSA leaks, Congress moves towards immigration reform and the latest 
SCOTUS decision. Joining Gwen: Mark Mazzetti, New York Times; Karen Tumulty, 
Washington Post, Alan Gomez, USA Today and Joan Biskupic, Reuters. 


