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As the program schedule for WETA TV 26 is planned, consideration is given to a variety 
of special interests in the Washington metropolitan area. During January, February, 
March, the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 
 
American History / Biography 
Arts 
Business / Industry 
Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
Economy 
Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
Health / Health Care 
National Politics 
Science / Technology 
War / Veterans / National Security 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics. 
 
BBC World News (Weeknights) 
Charlie Rose (Weeknights) 
Frontline (Weekly) 
PBS Newshour (Weeknights) 
Nightly Business Report (Weeknights) 
To the Contrary (Weekly) 
Need To Know (Weekly) 
Washington Week (Weekly) 
Inside Washington (Weekly) 
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American History / Biography 
 
 

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: ABOLITIONISTS Part 1 (60) minutes  
Aired January 8, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Shared beliefs about slavery bring together Angelina Grimké, the daughter of a 
Charleston plantation family, who moves north and becomes a public speaker against 
slavery; Frederick Douglass, a young slave who becomes hopeful when he hears about 
the abolitionists; William Lloyd Garrison, who founds the newspaper The Liberator, a 
powerful voice for the movement; Harriet Beecher Stowe, whose first trip to the South 
changes her life and her writing; and John Brown, who devotes his life to the cause. The 
abolitionist movement, however, is in disarray and increasing violence raises doubts 
about the efficacy of its pacifist tactics. 
 
 
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD: THE WILLIAM STILL STORY (60) minutes  
Aired February 20, 2013 at 5:00pm 
Extraordinary people risked their lives to help fugitive slaves escape via the clandestine 
Underground Railroad. Among them was William Still of Philadelphia, a free black man 
who accepted delivery of transported crates containing “human cargo.” This documentary 
reveals some of the dramatic, lesser-known stories behind this humanitarian enterprise, 
and explores key Canadian connections, including the surprising fate of former slaves 
who crossed the border to “Freedom’s Land.” 

 
AMERICAN MASTERS: PHILIP ROTH: UNMASKED (90) minutes  
Aired March 29, 2013 at 9:00pm 
This program explores the life of the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning 
novelist, often referred to as the greatest living American writer. In candid interviews, 
Philip Roth discusses intimate aspects of his life and art as he has never done before: his 
unliterary upbringing in Newark, N.J., his writing process, the inspiration behind his most 
famous novels, and the many controversies he stirred throughout his career. With 31 
books to his credit, including Goodbye, Columbus; Portnoy's Complaint; Sabbath's 
Theater; American Pastoral; and The Human Stain, Roth practically invented the genre of 
factual-fictional autobiography and commands ownership of the Jewish-American novel. 
Interviews include Mia Farrow, Jonathan Franzen and Nicole Krauss. 
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Arts 
 

 
MARKET WARRIORS: ANTIQUING IN WALNUT, IA (60) minutes   
Aired January 7, 2013 at 10:30pm 
This week the MARKET WARRIORS head to Walnut, Iowa, to the Walnut Antique 
Show, with a new competitor in the mix. The target assignment is gold, and Mark L. 
Walberg injects some quick wit when one of the pickers goes for a broad interpretation 
the others aren’t buying. A sudden rainstorm that causes most of the dealers to close 
down shop helps determine who wins and loses. Some key finds include a Herman Miller 
chair, an aluminum plane and a piece of tramp art (a woodcutting style that involves 
layers of whittled pieces). The winning picker is determined at A.N. Abell Auction 
Company in Los Angeles, California, where the chosen items go under the hammer. 
 
 
AMERICAN MASTERS: SISTER ROSETTA THARPE: THE GODMOTHER OF 
ROCK & ROLL (60) minutes  
Aired February 22, 2013 at 10:00pm 
Discover the life, music and influence of the African-American gospel singer and guitar 
virtuoso Sister Rosetta Tharpe (1915-1973). During the 1940s-60s, she introduced the 
spiritual passion of her gospel music into the secular world of rock ’n’ roll, inspiring 
some of its greatest stars, including Chuck Berry, Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis and 
Little Richard. One of the most influential musicians of the 20th century, Tharpe may not 
be a household name today, but the flamboyant superstar, with her spectacular playing on 
the newly electrified guitar, played a pivotal role in the creation of rock ’n’ roll. 
 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS: AI WEIWEI: NEVER SORRY (90) minutes  
Aired March 30, 2013 at 11:30pm 
Ai Weiwei is arguably the most internationally celebrated Chinese artist of the modern 
era. The inscrutable bearded visionary burst onto the scene with vast conceptual 
installations such as his eight million hand-painted ceramic sunflower seeds inside Tate 
Modern, and went on to design the iconic Bird's Nest stadium for the Beijing Olympics. 
But at heart, Ai Weiwei is a troublemaker with a serious agenda: to challenge the 
oppression of the Chinese people by their government with rebellious and irreverent 
gestures. His activism has cost him his freedom repeatedly, but he never seems to lose his 
childlike approach to serious dissidence executed with a wink. 
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Business / Industry 
 

 
INDEPENDENT LENS: THE POWERBROKER: WHITNEY YOUNG'S FIGHT 
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS (60) minutes   
Aired February 15, 2013 at 10:00pm 
Whitney M. Young, Jr. was one of the most celebrated - and controversial - leaders of the 
civil rights era. The Powerbroker follows his journey from segregated Kentucky to head 
of the National Urban League. Unique among black leaders, he took the fight directly to 
the powerful white elite, gaining allies in business and government, including three 
presidents. Young had the difficult tasks of calming the fears of white allies, relieving the 
doubts of fellow civil rights leaders, and responding to attacks from the militant Black 
Power movement. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired March 18, 2013 at 7:00pm 
High Court Hears Case on Conflict Between State, Federal Voter Registration Law: The 
Supreme Court heard arguments on a voter registration law in Arizona that requires 
voters to provide physical proof of citizenship in order to decrease voter fraud. The case 
pits the state law against federal law, and opponents say it unfairly targets minorities. 
Gwen Ifill talks to Marcia Coyle of the National Law Journal. 
 
 

 
SUZE ORMAN'S MONEY CLASS (120) minutes   
Aired March 11, 2013 at 10:00pm 

Financial powerhouse Suze Orman delivers her expert take on what actions everyone 
needs to consider to secure a hopeful and sustainable financial future in light of the new 

economic reality. After the upheavals of the economic downturn that began in 2008, 
Orman believes it’s critical to rethink many of the traditional strategies we’ve been using 

to achieve our financial goals.
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Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement 
 
 
POV: REPORTERO (60) minutes  
Aired January 12, 2013 at 11:30pm 
Follow a veteran reporter and his colleagues at Zeta, a Tijuana-based independent 
newsweekly, as they stubbornly ply their trade in one of the deadliest places in the world 
for members of the media. In Mexico, more than 40 journalists have been slain or have 
vanished since December 2006, when President Felipe Calderón came to power and 
launched a government offensive against the country’s powerful drug cartels and 
organized crime. As the drug war intensifies and the risks to journalists become greater, 
will the free press be silenced? 
 
 
FRONTLINE: RAISING ADAM LANZA (60) minutes  
Aired February 19, 2013 at 10:00pm 
In the wake of the mass killings at Sandy Hook Elementary School, FRONTLINE 
investigates a young man and the town he changed forever. Adam Lanza’s motives, and 
his life, remain largely a mystery. With The Hartford Courant, FRONTLINE looks for 
answers to the central — and so far elusive — question: Who was Adam Lanza? Also 
this hour: In the aftermath of the tragedy, President Obama called for a national 
conversation about guns. Nowhere is that conversation more intense than in Newtown, 
where FRONTLINE finds a town divided and explores how those closest to the tragedy 
are wrestling with our nation’s gun culture and laws. 
 
 
180 DAYS: A YEAR INSIDE AN AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL (120) minutes 
Aired March 25, 2013 at 9:00pm 
This special gives space and breadth to our nation’s education reform debate by giving 
the audience a first-hand view of what happens in a school that meets the needs of the 
most challenged students in new and sometimes non-traditional ways. Observe a tireless 
team of teachers and school leaders dealing with the usual antics of teenagers and the 
changing tides of a fast-moving administration that is responding to pressures from 
outside partners, politicians and forces in the community. A surprising and dramatic end 
to the school year sheds light on both the extraordinary challenges and opportunities 
today’s public schools face.
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Economy 
 
 

FRONTLINE: INSIDE OBAMA’S PRESIDENCY (60) minutes   
Aired January 15, 2013 at 10:00pm 
As Barack Obama is sworn in for his second term, FRONTLINE takes a probing look at 
the first four years of his presidency. With inside accounts from his battles with his 
Republican opponents over health care and the economy to his dramatic expansion of 
targeted killings of enemies, FRONTLINE examines the president’s key decisions and 
the experiences that will inform his second term. 
 
 
FRONTLINE: CLIFFHANGER (60) minutes   
Aired February 12, 2013 at 10:00pm 
This February, as the nation faces yet another round of fiscal crises, FRONTLINE 
investigates the inside story of Washington’s failure to solve the country’s debt and 
deficit problems. Drawing on interviews with key players in Congress and the White 
House, FRONTLINE goes behind the scenes to show how a clash of politics and 
personalities has taken the nation's economy to the edge of the “fiscal cliff,” and now to a 
second round of standoffs over the debt ceiling and sequestration. The film explores the 
deep ideological divide inside the Republican Party and the struggle between House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor and House Speaker John Boehner as they take on President 
Obama and the Democrats. 
 
 
NEED TO KNOW (30) minutes   
Aired March 29, 2013 at 10:30pm 

On this week’s Need to Know, Jeff Greenfield leads a round table discussion on 
economic inequality, mobility, debt, and the state of the American economy four years 
after the official end of the recession. We’ve invited three highly-respected economic 

thinkers from different perspectives, to see if there is some common economic ground, 
and whether that common ground tells us anything about how we can improve our 

economic health.
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Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters 
 
 
NOVA: DOOMSDAY VOLCANOES  (60) minutes   
Aired January 2, 2013 at 9:00pm 
The eruption of Iceland’s Eyjafjallajökull volcano in 2010 turned much of the northern 
hemisphere into an ash-strewn no-fly zone. But Eyjafjallajökull was just the start. Katla, 
an Icelandic volcano 10 times bigger, has begun to swell and grumble. Two more giants, 
Hekla and Laki, could erupt without warning. Iceland is a ticking time bomb: When it 
blows, the consequences will be global. Meet scientists trying to understand those 
consequences — for air travel and for the global food supply and Earth’s climate. Could 
we be plunged into years of cold and famine? What can we do to prepare for the coming 
disaster? 
 
 
NATURE: COLD WARRIORS: WOLVES & BUFFALO (60) minutes  
Aired February 13, 2013 at 8:00pm  
For thousands of years, wolves hunted buffalo across the vast North American plains 
until the westward settlement of the continent saw the virtual extinction of these vast 
herds and their eternal predators, the wolves. However, this ancient relationship was not 
lost altogether and continues uninterrupted in just one location -- on the northern edge of 
the continent’s central plains in a place named Wood Buffalo National Park. Today the 
ancestors of those ancient buffalo and wolves still engage in epic life and death dramas 
across this northern land. Packs of wolves up to 30 strong hunt the largest land mammals 
on the continent -- buffalo.  By getting to know a specific pack of wolves and the 
individuals that make up the pack, we get a sense of how these two animal species 
(wolves and buffalo) live together in what seems like a forgotten corner of the world. 
 
 
HISTORY DETECTIVES LAUSTE FILM CLIP / BAKER'S GOLD / 
TRANSATLANTIC (60) minutes 
Aired February 22, 2013 at 9:00am 
Lauste Film Clip: Did a HISTORY DETECTIVES viewer find a clip of the first talking 
picture? Baker's Gold: What's the story behind Gold Rush sketches of five and eight-
pound gold nuggets? Transatlantic Cable: Did a beachcomber find a section of the first 
transatlantic cable? 
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Health / Health Care 
 
 
INDEPENDENT LENS: SOUL FOOD JUNKIES (60) minutes   
Aired January 19, 2013 at 11:15pm  
Filmmaker Byron Hurt sets out to learn more about soul food and its relevance to black 
cultural identity. His exploration was inspired by his father’s lifelong love affair with the 
high-fat, calorie-rich traditional diet and his unwillingness to give it up even in the face of 
a life-threatening health crisis. As Hurt discovers, the relationship between African 
Americans and dishes such as ribs and grits and fried chicken is culturally based, deep-
rooted, complex and often deadly. Through candid interviews with soul-food cooks, 
historians and scholars, as well as doctors and everyday people, “Soul Food Junkies” puts 
this culinary tradition under the microscope to examine its positive and negative 
consequences. 
 
BLOOD SUGAR SOLUTION WITH DR. MARK HYMAN (90) minutes   
Aired March 18, 2013 at 10:00pm 
In THE BLOOD SUGAR SOLUTION, Dr. Mark Hyman reveals that the secret solution 
to losing weight and preventing not just diabetes but also heart disease, stroke, dementia, 
and cancer is balanced insulin levels. Dr. Hyman describes the seven keys to achieving 
wellness-nutrition, hormones, inflammation, digestion, detoxification, energy 
metabolism, and a calm mind-and explains his revolutionary six-week healthy-living 
program. With advice on diet, green living, supplements and medication, exercise, and 
personalizing the plan for optimal results, the book also teaches readers how to maintain 
lifelong health. Groundbreaking and timely, THE BLOOD SUGAR SOLUTION is the 
fastest way to lose weight, prevent disease, and feel better than ever. 
 
DR. FUHRMAN'S IMMUNITY SOLUTION! (120) minutes 
Aired March 21, 2013 at 9:30pm 
shows us how we can become almost resistant to colds, flus, and even cancer. The 
evidence is overwhelming: we can supercharge our immune system to protect our bodies 
against disease. This new program combines the latest data from clinical tests, nutritional 
research, and results from thousands of patients to prove that super immunity exists and 
is well within our reach. 
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National Politics / Government 
 

 
TO THE CONTRARY WITH BONNIE ERBE (30) minutes   
Aired January 11, 2013 at 5:30pm  
President Obama's Cabinet: President Obama is under fire for his recent high-ranking 
appointments of men for positions in the Departments of State, Defense and Treasury, as 
Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis surprisingly steps down. Women Binge Drinking: New 
data shows women are binge drinking at startling rates. Governor Maggie Hassan: The 
newest female governor in the United States, New Hampshire's Maggie Hassan is leading 
the state with the first female federal delegation. 
 
 
MAKERS: WOMEN WHO MAKE AMERICA (180) minutes 
Aired February 26, 2013 at 8:00pm 
MAKERS originated from a very clear premise: over the last half century, the work of 
millions of women has altered virtually every aspect of American culture. The MAKERS 
platform tells the story of these exceptional women — both famous and heretofore 
unknown individuals — whose pioneering contributions continue to shape the world in 
which we live. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR (60) minutes   
Aired March 5, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Virginia Attorney General Criticizes Federal Government Overreach in New Book: Judy 
Woodruff talks with Ken Cuccinelli, attorney general of Virginia and gubernatorial 
candidate in that state, about his new book, "The Last Line of Defense," which explores 
the role of the federal government. Cuccinelli was the first state attorney general to sue 
the federal government over the health care reform law.
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Science / Technology 
 

 
NOVA: DECODING NEANDERTHALS (60) minutes   
Aired January 9, 2013 at 9:00pm 
What happened when the first modern humans encountered Neanderthals 60,000 years 
ago? In 2010, a team led by geneticist Svante Paabo announced that they had 
reconstructed much of the Neanderthal genome and the analysis showed that modern 
humans and Neanderthals had interbred, leaving a small signature of Neanderthal genes 
in everyone outside Africa today. NOVA explores the implications of this exciting 
discovery. Were Neanderthals really mentally inferior, as inexpressive and clumsy as the 
cartoon caveman they inspired? NOVA examines a range of new evidence for 
Neanderthal self-expression and language, suggesting that we may have underestimated 
our long-vanished cousins. 
 
 
NOVA: EARTH FROM SPACE (60) minutes   
Aired February 13, 2013 at 9:00pm 
Earth from Space is a groundbreaking two-hour special that reveals a spectacular new 
space-based vision of our planet. Produced in extensive consultation with NASA 
scientists, NOVA takes data from earth-observing satellites and transforms it into 
dazzling visual sequences, each one exposing the intricate and surprising web of forces 
that sustains life on earth. Viewers witness how dust blown from the Sahara fertilizes the 
Amazon; how a vast submarine "waterfall" off Antarctica helps drive ocean currents 
around the world; and how the sun's heating up of the southern Atlantic gives birth to a 
colossally powerful hurricane. From the microscopic world of water molecules 
vaporizing over the ocean to the magnetic field that is bigger than Earth itself, the show 
reveals the astonishing beauty and complexity of our dynamic planet. 
 
 
JOURNEY OF THE UNIVERSE (90) minutes 
Aired March 19, 2013 at 9:30pm 
Big science, big history, big story, this one-of-a-kind film was written by Swimme and 
Yale University historian of religions Mary Evelyn Tucker. They weave a tapestry that 
draws together scientific discoveries in astronomy, geology, biology, ecology, and 
biodiversity with humanistic insights concerning the nature of the universe. Created by a 
renowned team of scientists, scholars, and award-winning filmmakers, JOURNEY OF 
THE UNIVERSE was produced and directed by Patsy Northcutt and David Kennard. The 
story is also told with breathtaking clarity in the accompanying book written by Swimme 
and Tucker and published by Yale University Press. 
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War / Veterans / National Security 

 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 
Aired January 11, 2013 at 8:00pm 
Obama's second-term cabinet continues to take shape with three new members nominated 
to his national security and economic teams. The White House considers legislation to 
curb gun violence. Obama and Karzai agree to speed up Afghan military transition. 
Joining Gwen: Alexis Simendinger, Real Clear Politics; James Kitfield, National Journal; 
David Wessel, Wall Street Journal; Christi Parsons, Tribune News. 
 
 
WASHINGTON WEEK WITH GWEN IFILL (30) minutes 
Aired February 22, 2013 at 8:00pm 
We look at the countdown to automatic spending cuts on March 1, China's alleged 
hacking of U.S. businesses, and gun violence in America as part of the PBS special 
programming 'After Newtown.' Joining Gwen: John Harwood, CNBC and New York 
Times; David Sanger, New York Times; Molly Ball, The Atlantic; Sari Horwitz, 
Washington Post. 
 
 
PBS NEWSHOUR  (60) minutes  
Aired March 14, 2013 at 7:00pm 
Examining U.S. Concerns on Trade, Security as China Welcomes New President: China 
officially installed Xi Jinping, already the Communist Party leader, as president for the 
next 10 years. Judy Woodruff talks to Kenneth Lieberthal of the Brookings Institution 
and Gordon Chang, an author and a contributor to Forbes, about contentious issues of 
trade, defense, and cyber security for China and the U.S 


