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Wisconsin Public Radio Issues and Programs 
October-December 2013 
Selected Issues Provided Significant Broadcast Program Treatment 
Segment Running Times: 1:00-5:00 
Aired Weekdays: 5:04am-6:06pm 
NPR/Classical Music Network: Station________ 
 
 

Subject Source Title Description Reporter Experts Date
Crime WERN Volbrecht A  Sauk Prairie man has been convicted 

for a second time of a 1987 murder he 
claims he didn't commit. But in a plea 
agreement he was  paroled and a rape 
charge connected to the murder was 
dropped.  
 

Halsted Ion Meyn: Atty, WI 
Innocence Project  10/11 
 
 

 
10/11 

Crime WERN 17 Yr Juv A proposal to prosecute nonviolent 17 year 
old offenders in juvenile court instead of 
adult court has strong bipartisan support. 
But backers of the change say they need  
more time to cover the cost to counties the 
change would entail.  
 

Halsted Sarah Deidrich 
Kasdorf: WI Counties 
Assoc 
 
Caliph Muab-El: 
Former WI inmate 
 
11/1 

 
11/1 

Crime WERN Guns and DV A gun contol bill with bi-partisan support 
will get a hearing at the state capitol today. 
If appoved it would speed  up the process 
for confiscating guns from people charged 
with domestic violence or child abuse.  
 

Halsted State Rep Terese 
Berceau, D-Madison    
11/19 

11/19 

Crime, 
Education 

WERN Inmate Ed An educational scholarship program , partly 
funded by jail inmates, is underway in 
Wisconsin. 

Quirmbach “T”: inmate  12/6 



Crime, 
Jobs 

WERN Target The nation's second largest retailer will no 
longer ask job applicants about their 
criminal history when they fill out job 
applications. In Wisconsin advocates for 
employing ex convicts call the decision by 
the Target Corporation  a step in the right 
direction but question whether the change 
is just cosmetic.  
 

Halsted Michele Rodruquez: 
National Employment 
Law Project 
 
Linda Ketcham: Madison 
Urban Ministry 
 
11/1 

 
 
 
11/1 

Education WERN UW Flex A U-W program directed at non-traditional 
adult students begins accepting 
applications in a few weeks. 
 

Schossow UW Extension 
Chancellor Ray Cross 
 
State Sen Dale Schultz: 
R-Richland Ctr   11/7 

 
11/7 

Education WERN UW Abroad A new report ranks UW-Madison as sixth 
among U.S. univerisities and colleges in 
the number of students studying abroad for 
academic credit. 
 

Schossow Ashley Street: UW 
student/International 
Academic Programs 
Peer Advisor 
 
Dan Gold: UW 
International Academic 
Programs dir.   11/13 
 

 
 
 
 
11/13 

Education WERN Report Card A Wisconsin lawmaker says a revised 
version of a bill that would bring publicly-
funded voucher schools under the same 
accountability system may be ready as 
soon as mid-December. 
 

Schossow State Sen Luther Olsen: 
R-Ripon 
 
11/25 

 
 
11/25 

Education WERN BYE Reilly The outgoing President of the University of 
Wisconsin System bid farewell to the U-W's 
Board of Regents this morning. 

Johnson Kevin Reilly: UW 
President 
 
David Walsh: Former 
UW Regent 
 

12/6 



Charles Pruit: Former 
UW Regent 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN VA Open Despite a partial government shutdown, VA 
hospitals remain open across the country. 

McCollum Tim Donovan: Madison 
VA Spokesman 

 10/1

Govt 
Budget 

WERN TammyBald
win 

Wisconsin Senator Tammy Baldwin met 
with researchers at UW-Madison 
yesterday.  The federal budget was the 
main topic of conversation. 
 

Schossow Tammy Baldwin, US 
Sen, WI-D 
 
10/23 

 
10/23 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN USDA Back In the week following the sixteen day 
partial government shutdown, furloughed 
federal employees are catching up. For 
example, the USDA’s Rural Development 
agency is now facing a backlog of work. 
 

McCollum Stan Gruszynki: USDA 
WI director 
 
10/23 

 
10/23 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN Fed Benies Thousands of Wisconsin residents could lose 
federal unemployment benefits at the 
beginning of the new year.  That's if Congress 
doesn't extend emergency jobless payments. 

 
Murray 

Tamarine Cornelius: 
Wisconsin Budget 
Project 
 
 

12/2 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN SNAP Budget People who use food stamps and food pantries 
are bracing for more cuts to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as 
SNAP. 

McCollum Katie Osman: LaCrosse 
resident 
 
Erin Waldhart: WAFER 
Food Pantry 

12/18 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN Post cut Cutting hours at post offices in rural Wisconsin 
communities will continue for another year.  So 
far, the Postal Service says people are 
grudgingly accepting it. 

Simonson Janine Hahn: Herbster 
resident 
 
Pete Nowacki: USPS 
Spokesman 
 
Bruce Lindgren: Herbster 
town clerk 

 
 
12/18 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN Farm Bill Another year has gone by without the passage 
of a new Farm Bill. But, the effects won’t be felt 

McCollum Darin Von Ruden: WI 
Farmers’ Union 12/24 



immediately in the new year. president 
 
Karen Gefvert: WI Farm 
Bureau Federation 

Govt 
Budget 

WERN CO Road tax One rural Wisconsin county wants to be able 
to charge half a percent sales tax to fix its 
roads.  Douglas County plans to make its case 
to the legislature next year. 

Simonson Andy Lisak: Douglas 
County Administrator 
 
State Sen Bob Jauch: D-
Poplar 

12/30 

Health 
Care 

WERN WISPIRG Wisconsin college students can learn more 
about their health insurance options under the 
nwe Affordable Care Act, thanks to a 
education campaign. 

Schossow Miranda Curry: UW 
Sophomore 
 
Tyler Bush: UW 
Freshman 
 
Bruce Speight: WISPIRG 
director 

10/7 

Healthcare WERN Mental Med The mentally ill may be particularly at risk 
among the thousands who are losing 
BadgerCare coverage in Wisconsin.  There are 
concerns that they may find it difficult to 
navigate the new health insurance exchanges 

Moberg Gary Bezucha: CEO of 
North Central Health 
Care, Wausau 

10/1 

Healthcare WERN Day One Today is the first opportunity for those without 
insurance and those who buy their own 
coverage to shop on a new marketplace called 
an exchange. 

Mills Kevin Moore: Deputy 
Health Services Sec 10/1 

Healthcare WERN FLUAPP The biggest campus in the UW System 
wants to see if it can track flu better and 
quicker.... by using social media. 
 

Mills Ajay Sethi: Prof, UW-
Madison Dept of 
Population Health 
Sciences 
 
10/11 

 
10/11 

Healthcare WERN Rural ER The Centers for Medicaid and Medicare 
Services wants to improve care of patients 
being moved from rural hospitals to more 
specialized ones. Wisconsin is one of 8 

Mills Eileen Scalese: Quality 
Consultant, MetaStar  
10/17 

 
 
10/17 



states participating in the pilot project . 
 

Healthcare WERN Walker Care Under the Affordable Care Act states had 
big choices to make.  Some, mostly blue 
states have fully embraced the law while 
other, mostly red states, have resisted its 
implementation.  But Wisconsin's 
republican majority, took an unique 
approach.  They publicly turned down parts 
of the law while using it to expand state run 
healthcare at the same time.   
 

Kremer Kevin Moore: Dep Sec, 
Dept of Health Services 
 
David Riemer: 
Commmunity Advocates 
 
WI Gov Scott Walker 
 
Eric Borgerding: WI 
Hospital Assoc VP  
10/23 

 10/23 

Healthcare WERN SWBADTB Governor Scott Walker says he doesn't 
want to delay a deadline for moving people 
off the state's Badger Care 
program.   Milwaukee's Mayor is 
asking for the delay. 
 

Quirmbach Milwaukee Mayor Tom 
Barrett 
 
WI Gov Scott Walker 
 
11/1 

 
 
11/1 

Healthcare WERN Tammy Lettr US Senator Tammy Baldwin is urging 
Governor Walker to delay his plan to push 
nearly 80,000 off of the state’s Medicaid 
plan, known as Badgercare.   Baldwin 
fears technical problems and a short 
transition period could leave thousands 
without insurance next year. 
 

Kremer US Sen Tammy Baldwin, 
D-WI 
 
11/13 

 
 
11/13 

Healthcare WERN Mental Health 
Bills 

The state assembly has passed 13 bills 
designed to improve mental health 
services in Wisconsin.  If they become law 
the result might be fewer mentally ill 
people jailed and more in-home treatment 
for children.  
 

Mills Rep Sandy Pasch: D-
Shorewood 
 
Rep Erik Sseverson: R-
Star Prairie 
 
11/13 

 
 
11/13 



Healthcare WERN Retail Health  Walk-in health clinics found at big box 
stores and chain pharmacies are more 
than a decade old. Growth has been rapid 
since then but its not the way most people 
get care. It is, however,  likely to be an 
option for all the new patients seeking 
primary care under health reform.  
 

Mills Rick Abrams: WI Medical 
Assoc CEO 
 
Alwyn Cassil: Center for 
Studying Health System 
Change  
 
 

 
 
11/25 

Healthcare WERN ACA Status President Obama has extended the deadline 
to sign up for health coverage because of 
computer problems with the online 
marketplace Healthcare.gov .  Wisconsin is 
also considering an extended sign up period 
for those who will no longer eligible for 
BadgerCare and those leaving the state's high 
risk pool. 

Mills James Baird: WPS 
Insurance 
 
Brad Gingras: 
Concentrated 
Employment Program, 
Ashland 
 
Melvin Gillespie: 
Milwaukee resident 
 
Janice Harrell: 
Milwaukee resident 
 
 

 
12/2 

Healthcare WERN THFA Infect A national report on how states are doing to 
prevent, control and treat infectious diseases 
shows more than half aren't up to snuff.  Many 
states, like Wisconsin, suffer from have low 
vaccination rates and declining public health 
budgets 

Mills Karen McKeown: WI 
Department of Public 
Health 
 
Jeffrey levi: Trust for 
America’s Health 

 
12/18 

Healthcare WERN ACA Extend Six members of Wisconsin’s Congressional 
delegation are asking the federal government 
to extend the federal high-risk health insurance 
coverage for the state. 

Simonson Congressman Sean 
Duffy (R) 12/24 

Healthcare, 
Budget 

WERN SPSESSPRE Today, the legislature's budget writing 
committee takes up Governor Walker's 
proposal to delay kicking more than 70 

Mills Wi Gov Scott Walker 
 
Bobby Peterson: ABC for 

 
12/2 



thousand people off Badgercare. It's intended 
to provide more time for them to sign up for 
private insurance on the federal marketplace. 

Health 
 
Brett Davis: WI Medicaid 
Director 

Jobs WERN Guc 4 Tribes Governor Walker says he is not 
negotitating with tribes over The 
Menominee tribe's  proposed casino in 
Kenosha. But he met with 4 tribes  
yesterday in Madison to clarify his criteria 
for approving any new casinos. 
 

Halsted Craig Corn: Menominee 
Tribal Chair 
 
10/11 

 
 
10/11 

Jobs WERN Immiseiu A national labor official is in Wisconsin, 
saying immigration reform would help 
workers. 
 

Quirmbach Eliseo Medina: 
SEIUImmmigration 
Initiative  10/17 

 
10/17 

Jobs WERN WTA Jobs A new study looks at job trends in 
Wisconsin since the turn of the century.  
The figures from the Wisconsin Taxpayers 
Alliance  show south central Wisconsin has 
had the healthiest and highest quality of 
employment.  
 

Murray Todd Berry: WI 
Taxpayers' Alliance 
11/19 
 
 

 
 
11/19 

Jobs WERN Jobzz Governor Scott Walker's administration is 
behind on his campaign promise to create 
a quarter of a million jobs.  Today, the 
Lieutenant Governor and the secretary of 
the state Department of Workforce 
Development say the goal will most likely 
be met by stimulating small business 
employment.  
 

Murray WI Lt Gov Rebecca 
Kleefisch 
 
WI Dept of Workforce 
Development Sec 
Reggie Newson 
 
11/25 

 
11/25 

Jobs WERN Sheltered 
work 

Advocates for disability employment programs 
in Wisconsin known as sheltered workshops 
say they're nervous the federal government 

Kremer Stacy Wigfield: Regional 
Enterprises for Adults 
and Children in Eau 

 
12/12 



wants to shut them down. Claire 
 
Tim Sheehan: Center for 
Independent Living in 
Western WI 

Jobs, Econ WERN Bipart SW State lawmakers from both sides of the 
aisle are stepping up their push to get 
Governor Walker to approve a tribal casino 
in Kenosha.  
 

Quirmbach Rep Peter Barca, D-
Kenosha 
 
Rep Samantha 
Kerkman, R-Kenosha Co 
 
WI Gov Scott Walker  
10/11 

 
 
10/11 

Jobs, 
Economy 

WERN Expo Unemployment rates are going down and 
economists say the country is recovering 
from the recession.  But some attendees at 
a Green Bay career expo say jobs are still 
hard to come by. 
 

Murray Cletus Kewagshken: 
job-seeker 
 
Jonathan Barry: DWD 
Dep Secretary  10/17 
 

1
 
10/17 

Social Sec WERN Social Protestors gathered outside congressman 
Reid Ribble's office in Appleton today.  
They oppose plans for Social Seccurity 
that the 8th district Republican laid out in a 
letter to the House Speaker last month.   
 

Murray Billy Feitlinger: WI 
Alliance for Retired 
Americans 
 
11/7 

 
 
 
11/7 
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Subject Source Title Description Reporter Experts Date
Crime WHA Volbrecht A  Sauk Prairie man has been convicted 

for a second time of a 1987 murder he 
claims he didn't commit. But in a plea 
agreement he was  paroled and a rape 
charge connected to the murder was 
dropped.  
 

Halsted Ion Meyn: Atty, WI 
Innocence Project  10/11 
 
 

 
10/11 

Crime WHA 17 Yr Juv A proposal to prosecute nonviolent 17 year 
old offenders in juvenile court instead of 
adult court has strong bipartisan support. 
But backers of the change say they need  
more time to cover the cost to counties the 
change would entail.  
 

Halsted Sarah Deidrich 
Kasdorf: WI Counties 
Assoc 
 
Caliph Muab-El: 
Former WI inmate 
 
11/1 

 
11/1 

Crime WHA Guns and DV A gun contol bill with bi-partisan support 
will get a hearing at the state capitol today. 
If appoved it would speed  up the process 
for confiscating guns from people charged 
with domestic violence or child abuse.  
 

Halsted State Rep Terese 
Berceau, D-Madison    
11/19 

11/19 

Crime, 
Education 

WHA Inmate Ed An educational scholarship program , partly 
funded by jail inmates, is underway in 
Wisconsin. 

Quirmbach “T”: inmate  12/6 



Crime, 
Jobs 

WHA Target The nation's second largest retailer will no 
longer ask job applicants about their 
criminal history when they fill out job 
applications. In Wisconsin advocates for 
employing ex convicts call the decision by 
the Target Corporation  a step in the right 
direction but question whether the change 
is just cosmetic.  
 

Halsted Michele Rodruquez: 
National Employment 
Law Project 
 
Linda Ketcham: Madison 
Urban Ministry 
 
11/1 

 
 
 
11/1 

Education WHA UW Flex A U-W program directed at non-traditional 
adult students begins accepting 
applications in a few weeks. 
 

Schossow UW Extension 
Chancellor Ray Cross 
 
State Sen Dale Schultz: 
R-Richland Ctr   11/7 

 
11/7 

Education WHA UW Abroad A new report ranks UW-Madison as sixth 
among U.S. univerisities and colleges in 
the number of students studying abroad for 
academic credit. 
 

Schossow Ashley Street: UW 
student/International 
Academic Programs 
Peer Advisor 
 
Dan Gold: UW 
International Academic 
Programs dir.   11/13 
 

 
 
 
 
11/13 

Education WHA Report Card A Wisconsin lawmaker says a revised 
version of a bill that would bring publicly-
funded voucher schools under the same 
accountability system may be ready as 
soon as mid-December. 
 

Schossow State Sen Luther Olsen: 
R-Ripon 
 
11/25 

 
 
11/25 

Education WHA BYE Reilly The outgoing President of the University of 
Wisconsin System bid farewell to the U-W's 
Board of Regents this morning. 

Johnson Kevin Reilly: UW 
President 
 
David Walsh: Former 
UW Regent 
 

12/6 



Charles Pruit: Former 
UW Regent 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA VA Open Despite a partial government shutdown, VA 
hospitals remain open across the country. 

McCollum Tim Donovan: Madison 
VA Spokesman 

 10/1

Govt 
Budget 

WHA TammyBald
win 

Wisconsin Senator Tammy Baldwin met 
with researchers at UW-Madison 
yesterday.  The federal budget was the 
main topic of conversation. 
 

Schossow Tammy Baldwin, US 
Sen, WI-D 
 
10/23 

 
10/23 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA USDA Back In the week following the sixteen day 
partial government shutdown, furloughed 
federal employees are catching up. For 
example, the USDA’s Rural Development 
agency is now facing a backlog of work. 
 

McCollum Stan Gruszynki: USDA 
WI director 
 
10/23 

 
10/23 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA Fed Benies Thousands of Wisconsin residents could lose 
federal unemployment benefits at the 
beginning of the new year.  That's if Congress 
doesn't extend emergency jobless payments. 

 
Murray 

Tamarine Cornelius: 
Wisconsin Budget 
Project 
 
 

12/2 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA SNAP Budget People who use food stamps and food pantries 
are bracing for more cuts to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as 
SNAP. 

McCollum Katie Osman: LaCrosse 
resident 
 
Erin Waldhart: WAFER 
Food Pantry 

12/18 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA Post cut Cutting hours at post offices in rural Wisconsin 
communities will continue for another year.  So 
far, the Postal Service says people are 
grudgingly accepting it. 

Simonson Janine Hahn: Herbster 
resident 
 
Pete Nowacki: USPS 
Spokesman 
 
Bruce Lindgren: Herbster 
town clerk 

 
 
12/18 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA Farm Bill Another year has gone by without the passage 
of a new Farm Bill. But, the effects won’t be felt 

McCollum Darin Von Ruden: WI 
Farmers’ Union 12/24 



immediately in the new year. president 
 
Karen Gefvert: WI Farm 
Bureau Federation 

Govt 
Budget 

WHA CO Road tax One rural Wisconsin county wants to be able 
to charge half a percent sales tax to fix its 
roads.  Douglas County plans to make its case 
to the legislature next year. 

Simonson Andy Lisak: Douglas 
County Administrator 
 
State Sen Bob Jauch: D-
Poplar 

12/30 

Health 
Care 

WHA WISPIRG Wisconsin college students can learn more 
about their health insurance options under the 
nwe Affordable Care Act, thanks to a 
education campaign. 

Schossow Miranda Curry: UW 
Sophomore 
 
Tyler Bush: UW 
Freshman 
 
Bruce Speight: WISPIRG 
director 

10/7 

Healthcare WHA Mental Med The mentally ill may be particularly at risk 
among the thousands who are losing 
BadgerCare coverage in Wisconsin.  There are 
concerns that they may find it difficult to 
navigate the new health insurance exchanges 

Moberg Gary Bezucha: CEO of 
North Central Health 
Care, Wausau 

10/1 

Healthcare WHA Day One Today is the first opportunity for those without 
insurance and those who buy their own 
coverage to shop on a new marketplace called 
an exchange. 

Mills Kevin Moore: Deputy 
Health Services Sec 10/1 

Healthcare WHA FLUAPP The biggest campus in the UW System 
wants to see if it can track flu better and 
quicker.... by using social media. 
 

Mills Ajay Sethi: Prof, UW-
Madison Dept of 
Population Health 
Sciences 
 
10/11 

 
10/11 

Healthcare WHA Rural ER The Centers for Medicaid and Medicare 
Services wants to improve care of patients 
being moved from rural hospitals to more 
specialized ones. Wisconsin is one of 8 

Mills Eileen Scalese: Quality 
Consultant, MetaStar  
10/17 

 
 
10/17 



states participating in the pilot project . 
 

Healthcare WHA Walker Care Under the Affordable Care Act states had 
big choices to make.  Some, mostly blue 
states have fully embraced the law while 
other, mostly red states, have resisted its 
implementation.  But Wisconsin's 
republican majority, took an unique 
approach.  They publicly turned down parts 
of the law while using it to expand state run 
healthcare at the same time.   
 

Kremer Kevin Moore: Dep Sec, 
Dept of Health Services 
 
David Riemer: 
Commmunity Advocates 
 
WI Gov Scott Walker 
 
Eric Borgerding: WI 
Hospital Assoc VP  
10/23 

 10/23 

Healthcare WHA SWBADTB Governor Scott Walker says he doesn't 
want to delay a deadline for moving people 
off the state's Badger Care 
program.   Milwaukee's Mayor is 
asking for the delay. 
 

Quirmbach Milwaukee Mayor Tom 
Barrett 
 
WI Gov Scott Walker 
 
11/1 

 
 
11/1 

Healthcare WHA Tammy Lettr US Senator Tammy Baldwin is urging 
Governor Walker to delay his plan to push 
nearly 80,000 off of the state’s Medicaid 
plan, known as Badgercare.   Baldwin 
fears technical problems and a short 
transition period could leave thousands 
without insurance next year. 
 

Kremer US Sen Tammy Baldwin, 
D-WI 
 
11/13 

 
 
11/13 

Healthcare WHA Mental Health 
Bills 

The state assembly has passed 13 bills 
designed to improve mental health 
services in Wisconsin.  If they become law 
the result might be fewer mentally ill 
people jailed and more in-home treatment 
for children.  
 

Mills Rep Sandy Pasch: D-
Shorewood 
 
Rep Erik Sseverson: R-
Star Prairie 
 
11/13 

 
 
11/13 



Healthcare WHA Retail Health  Walk-in health clinics found at big box 
stores and chain pharmacies are more 
than a decade old. Growth has been rapid 
since then but its not the way most people 
get care. It is, however,  likely to be an 
option for all the new patients seeking 
primary care under health reform.  
 

Mills Rick Abrams: WI Medical 
Assoc CEO 
 
Alwyn Cassil: Center for 
Studying Health System 
Change  
 
 

 
 
11/25 

Healthcare WHA ACA Status President Obama has extended the deadline 
to sign up for health coverage because of 
computer problems with the online 
marketplace Healthcare.gov .  Wisconsin is 
also considering an extended sign up period 
for those who will no longer eligible for 
BadgerCare and those leaving the state's high 
risk pool. 

Mills James Baird: WPS 
Insurance 
 
Brad Gingras: 
Concentrated 
Employment Program, 
Ashland 
 
Melvin Gillespie: 
Milwaukee resident 
 
Janice Harrell: 
Milwaukee resident 
 
 

 
12/2 

Healthcare WHA THFA Infect A national report on how states are doing to 
prevent, control and treat infectious diseases 
shows more than half aren't up to snuff.  Many 
states, like Wisconsin, suffer from have low 
vaccination rates and declining public health 
budgets 

Mills Karen McKeown: WI 
Department of Public 
Health 
 
Jeffrey levi: Trust for 
America’s Health 

 
12/18 

Healthcare WHA ACA Extend Six members of Wisconsin’s Congressional 
delegation are asking the federal government 
to extend the federal high-risk health insurance 
coverage for the state. 

Simonson Congressman Sean 
Duffy (R) 12/24 

Healthcare, 
Budget 

WHA SPSESSPRE Today, the legislature's budget writing 
committee takes up Governor Walker's 
proposal to delay kicking more than 70 

Mills Wi Gov Scott Walker 
 
Bobby Peterson: ABC for 

 
12/2 



thousand people off Badgercare. It's intended 
to provide more time for them to sign up for 
private insurance on the federal marketplace. 

Health 
 
Brett Davis: WI Medicaid 
Director 

Jobs WHA Guc 4 Tribes Governor Walker says he is not 
negotitating with tribes over The 
Menominee tribe's  proposed casino in 
Kenosha. But he met with 4 tribes  
yesterday in Madison to clarify his criteria 
for approving any new casinos. 
 

Halsted Craig Corn: Menominee 
Tribal Chair 
 
10/11 

 
 
10/11 

Jobs WHA Immiseiu A national labor official is in Wisconsin, 
saying immigration reform would help 
workers. 
 

Quirmbach Eliseo Medina: 
SEIUImmmigration 
Initiative  10/17 

 
10/17 

Jobs WHA WTA Jobs A new study looks at job trends in 
Wisconsin since the turn of the century.  
The figures from the Wisconsin Taxpayers 
Alliance  show south central Wisconsin has 
had the healthiest and highest quality of 
employment.  
 

Murray Todd Berry: WI 
Taxpayers' Alliance 
11/19 
 
 

 
 
11/19 

Jobs WHA Jobzz Governor Scott Walker's administration is 
behind on his campaign promise to create 
a quarter of a million jobs.  Today, the 
Lieutenant Governor and the secretary of 
the state Department of Workforce 
Development say the goal will most likely 
be met by stimulating small business 
employment.  
 

Murray WI Lt Gov Rebecca 
Kleefisch 
 
WI Dept of Workforce 
Development Sec 
Reggie Newson 
 
11/25 

 
11/25 

Jobs WHA Sheltered 
work 

Advocates for disability employment programs 
in Wisconsin known as sheltered workshops 
say they're nervous the federal government 

Kremer Stacy Wigfield: Regional 
Enterprises for Adults 
and Children in Eau 

 
12/12 



wants to shut them down. Claire 
 
Tim Sheehan: Center for 
Independent Living in 
Western WI 

Jobs, Econ WHA Bipart SW State lawmakers from both sides of the 
aisle are stepping up their push to get 
Governor Walker to approve a tribal casino 
in Kenosha.  
 

Quirmbach Rep Peter Barca, D-
Kenosha 
 
Rep Samantha 
Kerkman, R-Kenosha Co 
 
WI Gov Scott Walker  
10/11 

 
 
10/11 

Jobs, 
Economy 

WHA Expo Unemployment rates are going down and 
economists say the country is recovering 
from the recession.  But some attendees at 
a Green Bay career expo say jobs are still 
hard to come by. 
 

Murray Cletus Kewagshken: 
job-seeker 
 
Jonathan Barry: DWD 
Dep Secretary  10/17 
 

1
 
10/17 

Social Sec WHA Social Protestors gathered outside congressman 
Reid Ribble's office in Appleton today.  
They oppose plans for Social Seccurity 
that the 8th district Republican laid out in a 
letter to the House Speaker last month.   
 

Murray Billy Feitlinger: WI 
Alliance for Retired 
Americans 
 
11/7 

 
 
 
11/7 

 



Ideas Network  Call-in Issues and Programs--Selected Samples from October-December 2013
Issues Host Source Description Guests Date/Time
Jobs

Cardin WHA Working Women and Inequality
Alison Wolf, Author, "The XX Factor: How The Rise of 
Working Women Has Created a Far Less Equal World"

10/31/13, 8-9 a.m.; 
9-10 p.m.

Ferrett WHA Epic Systems Spawns Lucrative 
Consulting Jobs

Kathleen Gallagher, Business Reporter at the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel

10/8/13 3:15-3:30 
p.m.; 5:45-6:00 
p.m.

Rueckert 
and 
Purcell

WHA US Department Of Labor: 200K 
New Jobs, Unemployment 7%

Chris Farrell, Senior Economics Contributor, Marketplace 
Money (APM) and Economics Commentator for Minnesota 
Public Radio

12/6/13 4:00 p.m.

Economy Dunn WHAD How Do Casinos Impact Native 
American Culture & Economies

George Tiger, Principal Chief of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 11/6/13, 2-3 p.m.

Cardin WHA Charity, Price Discrimination, and 
Wage Gaps: Economics and 
Behavior

John A. List, Professor of economics at the University of 
Chicago and research associate at the National Bureau of 
Economics. He’s a native of Madison, Wisconsin, and 
received his bachelor’s degree at UW-Stevens Point. His 
most recent book, which he authored with Uri Gneezy, is 
"The Why Axis: Hidden Motives and the Undiscovered 
Economics of Everyday Life."

11/12/13, 6-7 a.m.

Ferrett WHA Report: Wisconsin's Economic 
Regions Moving Up And Down

Todd Berry, President of the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance 11/19/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Rueckert 
and 
Ferrett

WHA Investing Local Amy Cortese, journalist covering business, finance, 
environmental issues and food; former editor at 
BusinessWeek ; author of "Locavesting: The Revolution in 
Local Investing and How to Profit From It."

11/22/13, 3:30-4:00 
p.m.

Rueckert 
and 
Ferrett

WHA Dow Ends Above 16,000 For First 
Time

Roben Farzad, Senior Writer for Bloomberg Businessweek, 11/22/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.

Government Budget 
and Taxes

Dunn WHAD Government Shutdown and the 
Debt Ceiling

Kathleen Dolan, professor of political science at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Tim Murphy, writer for Mother 
Jones magazine; and Paddy Hirsh, Senior producer of 
"Marketplace."

10/3/13, 1:00 p.m.

Ferrett WHA The Economics Of the Debt Ceiling Chris Farrell, economics editor at Marketplace Money 10/8/13, 4:00-4:15 
p.m.

Ferrett 
and 
Rueckert

WHA Governor Walker Announces 
Property Tax Cut

Todd Berry, President at Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance 10/11/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA Debt Negotiations Continue With 
Eyes On Reid And McConnell

Rebecca Singerbrand, Deputy White House Editor for Politico 10/14/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.



Cardin WHA A Look Ahead To Next Budget 
Battle, Future Of Tea Party

Tim Hagle, Associate Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Iowa, and a faculty adviser to the University of 
Iowa College Republicans and the Iowa Federation of 
College Republicans.

10/24/13, 7:30-8:00 
a.m.

Ferrett 
and 
Rueckert

WHA How Heavy Is Wisconsin's Tax 
Burden?

Mike Ivey, Business Reporter at the Capital Times 11/1/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Government 
Gridlock, 
Polarization, and 
Dissatisfaction

Cardin WHA Government Shutdown: What's 
Next in Washington?

David Canon, professor of political science at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison

10/01/13, 7:30-8:00 
a.m.

Ferrett WHA Government Shutdown Threatens 
Scientific Research

Kenneth Rudinger, PhD graduate student in the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Physics Department and a member of 
the American Physical Society

10/2/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Purcell WHA Government Shutdown Stresses 
Food Inspections

Tarini Parti, reporter for Politico 10/3/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Cardin WHA Republican Congressman Ribble 
Weighs In On Government 
Shutdown

Reid Ribble, Republican U.S. Representative from 
Wisconsin's Eighth Congressional District, and Republican co-
chair of the No Labels "Problem Solvers" caucus

10/11/13, 7:00-7:30 
a.m.

Cardin WHA Democratic Congressman Pocan 
Calls On GOP To Take Keys From 
Tea Party

Marc Pocan, Democratic U.S. Representative from 
Wisconsin's Second Congressional District

10/11/13, 7:30-8:00 
a.m.

Cardin WHA "Common Sense Solutions" To 
Repair the Nation's Fiscal House

Marc Goldwein, Senior Policy Director at the Committee For a 
Responsible Federal Budget

10/17/13, 7-8 a.m.

Ferrett WHA Can "We The People" End Federal 
Gridlock?

Steven Kull, Program for Public Consultation and a Senior 
Research Scholar at the Center for International and Security 
Studies at Maryland (CISSM), University of Maryland

10/31/13, 5:30-6 
p.m.

Purcell WHA Dissent Among Democrats? David Peterson, Professor of political science at Iowa State 
University

11/18/13, 4:00-4:30 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA Reid, Senate Democrats Go 
Nuclear On Filibuster

Gregory Koger, Associate Professor of Political Science at 
the University of Miami

11/21/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Straincha
mps

WHA Restoring Civil Public Discourse Parker Palmer, founder and senior partner of the Center for 
Courage & Renewal; Joan Blades, founding partner of Living 
Room Conversations, co-founder of MomsRising.org and  
MoveOn.org. 

11/29/13, 10-11 
a.m.

Education Cardin WHA Big Question: Common Core Good 
For Wisconsin?

Alan Borsuk, Senior Fellow in Law and Public Policy 10/2/13, 7-8 a.m.



Ferrett WHA The Argument Against Privatizing 
Schools

Diane Ravitch, historian of education, educational policy 
analyst, research professor at the Steinhardt School of 
Culture, Education, and Human Development at New York 
University; former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Education

10/4/13, 5:30-6:00 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA Improving Science Education-With 
Real-World Examples

Catherine Drennan, Professor of Chemistry and Biology at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

11/6/13, 4:15-4:30 
p.m.

Rueckert WHA Wisconsin: Widest Black, White 
Gap In Country For Reading And 
Math Scores

Steve Correia, Associate Professor of Teacher Education at 
St. Norbert College

11/7/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Dunn WHAD National Quality Education 
Conference

JoAnn Sternke, Superintendent, Pewaukee School District; 
Alan M. Blankstein, Founder and President, HOPE 
Foundation

11/14/13, 2-3 p.m.

Dunn WHAD Are Education Policies Coddling 
Our Children?

Marc Tucker, President, National Center on Education and 
Economy

12/4/13, 1-2 p.m.

Healthcare Ferrett 
and 
Rueckert

WHA New Healthcare Law Starts Today Dan Schwartzer, Deputy Insurance Commissioner for 
Wisconsin

10/1/13, 4:00-4:15 
p.m.

Cardin WHA Navigating the Federal Healthcare 
Exchanges

Sarah Valencia, Director of Medical Clinic Operations for 
Access Community Health Centers in Madison

10/2/13, 6-7 a.m.

Ferrett WHA Avoiding Health Care Scams Under 
Affordable Care Act

Richard Eisenberg, editor of the "Money" channel for the PBS 
website NextAvenue.com

10/16/13, 3:40-4:00 
p.m.

Rueckert WHA Anticipated Shortage Of Nurses In 
Wisconsin

Judith Hansen, Executive Director for Wisconsin Center for 
Nursing

10/23/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA Affordable Care Act In Wisconsin Bevan Baker, Commissioner of the Milwaukee Health 
Department

10/21/13, 4:00-4:15 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA How To Fix The Mental Health 
System

Barbara Beckert, Director of the Milwaukee office of Disability 
Rights Wisconsin

11/4/13, 4:00-4:15 
p.m.

Cardin WHA Sen. Ron Johnson Defends "If You 
Like Your Health Care Plan, You 
Can Keep It Act"

Ron Johnson, Republican U.S. Senator from Oshkosh, WI 11/5/13, 7:30-8:00 
a.m.

Purcell WHA Why Are Prescription Drugs So 
Expensive In The United States?

Gerard Anderson, Professor of Health Policy and 
Management, International Health, and Medicine

11/13/13, 3:15-3:00 
p.m.; 5:45-6:00 
p.m.

War - 
Iraq/Afghanistan

Ferrett WHA The Revolution In Iran and Its 
Consequences

James Buchan, author and former Financial Times 
correspondent

10/17/13, 5:05-5:15 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA Are We Hard-Wired For War? David Barash, Professor of Psychology at the University of 
Washington

10/17/13, 5:30-6:00 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA Inside The NYPD's Secret Spying 
Unit

Matt Apuzzo, Investigative reporter for the Associated Press 10/31/13, 4:00-4:30 
p.m.



Rueckert WHA Iran Nuclear Negotiations Hillary Mann Leverett, Senior Adjunct Professional Lecturer; 
co-author of "Going to Tehran: Why the United States Must 
Come to Terms with the Islamic Republic of Iran."

11/20/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Rueckert WHA Iran Nuclear Deal Rebecca Sinderbrand, Deputy White House editor for 
POLITICO

11/25/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.

Social Security Cardin WHA On Your Money: Social Security 
Adjustments, Year-End Financial 
Moves, And Smoke Detectors

Kevin McKinley, Managing Member of McKinley Money, LLC 11/5/13, 8-9 a.m.; 9-
10 p.m.

Cardin WHA Wisconsin Congressman Defends 
Proposed Social Security Reform

U.S. Rep. Reid Ribble, R-Wi 10/11/13 7:00 a.m.

Meiller WHA New Senior Guide Available To 
Help Prevent Scams

Michelle Reinen and Sandy Chalmers from the WI 
Department of Trade and Consumer Protection

12/5/13 11:00 a.m.

Poverty Dunn WHAD Inequality For All Robert Reich, former Secretary of Labor in the Clinton 
Administration and Chancellor's Professor of Public Policy at 
the University of California at Berkeley

10/1/13, 1-2 p.m.; 
10-11 p.m.

Ferrett 
and 
Rueckert

WHA How Does The Affordable Care Act 
Affect the Poor?

Bobby Peterson, Founder and Executive Director of ABC For 
Health, Inc.

10/2/13, 4:00-4:15 
p.m.

Straincha
mps

WHA I Believe In Zero-- striving toward 
zero poverty in the world

Caryl Stern, President and CEO of the U.S. Fund for 
UNICEF; author of "I Believe In Zero: Learning From the 
World's Children."

10/18/13, 9-10 a.m.

Cardin WHA Poverty in America Sasha Abramsky, Freelance journalist and part-time lecturer 
in the writing program at the University of California, Davis; 
Author of, “The American Way of Poverty: How the Other Half 
Still Lives.”

11/25/13, 8-9 a.m.

Crime Ferrett 
and 
Rueckert

WHA Unwalkable Neighborhoods Eric Fredericks, Urban planner and founder of Walkable 
Neighborhoods

10/15/13, 4:00 p.m.

Rueckert WHA Milwaukee Police Use-Of-Force 
Reports More Than Double

Gitte Laasby, Public Investigator at the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel

10/28/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.

Ferrett WHA State Assembly Considers Three 
Drunk Driving Bills

Frank Harris, State Legislative Affairs Manager for Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving

11/5/13, 3:00-3:15 
p.m.; 5:30-5:45 
p.m.

Dunn WHAD Wisconsin Drunk Driving Laws Jim Ott, Republican State Representative from Mequon 11/20/13, 1-2 p.m.
Cardin WHA Rep. Kaufert On "Knockout Game" 

Prosecutions
Dean Kaufert, Republican State Representative from Neenah 12/2/13, 7:00-7:30 

a.m.
Cardin WHA Sen. Carpenter On Drunken Driving 

Bills
Tim Carpenter, Democratic State Senator from Milwaukee, 
WI

12/2/13, 7:30-8:00 
a.m.



Cardin WHA The Death of Punishment Robert Blecker, professor at New York Law School and 
former anti-corruption prosecutor as a Special Assistant 
Attorney General for New York; author of, “The Death of 
Punishment: Searching for Justice among the Worst of the 
Worst.”

12/5/13, 8-9 a.m.

Ferrett WHA Criminologist Says Mass 
Incarceration 'Experiment' Coming 
To An End In The U.S.

Natasha A. Frost, Associate Dean and Associate Professor in 
the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at 
Northeastern University; author of The Punitive 
State  and Contemporary Issues in Crime and Justice Policy .

12/5/13, 5:00-5:30 
p.m.


	Binder2.pdf
	WPR ISSUES ECB COVER PAGE.pdf
	PUB4Q13n
	PUB4Q13i

	FCCCallInIssues Q4 2013

