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Issues 
The following issues were of importance to the local community during the previous 
quarter, addressed by WERS. 
 
 

1. Concepts that Govern Our World 
2. Climate Change 
3. Science in Boston 
4. Public Events 
5. Finding Truth 
6. Human Rights 
7. Generational Gaps 
8. LBGT Identities 

 
 

1. Concepts that Govern Our World  
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 07/08/18 - Exclusive interview with a professor and expert on the topic of globalization 
and resistance to it. The piece looks into the meaning of the term, as well as the 
historical movements it has inspired. The piece also looks at current events, specifically 
trade policies of the Trump administration, and how globalization and anti-globalist 
movements effect that. 

 
● 07/08/18 - Exclusive interview with a professor, expert and author on the topic of 

nationalism in history and in the modern day. The piece goes into the various 
implications of nationalist thought and how it has shaped several historical events and 
countries. It discusses modern American nationalist movements, like white nationalism, 
and dissects how those movements come about. 
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2. Climate Change 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 09/23/18 - Reporter package on the changing patterns of hurricane season over the 

years. The piece brings in expert opinions from several climate scientists discussing how 
a changing global climate has affected the number, size, intensity, direction, and even 
location of hurricanes. The package discusses the recently passed Hurricane Florence, 
as well as several other hurricanes from the past few seasons, as well as how 
hurricanes may further affect New England in the future. 
 

● 07/29/18 - Exclusive interview with a representative from the Environmental Voting 
Project on how climate change issues are helping to define the current political 
landscape. The piece discusses specific ways that climate change is affecting and 
harming certain parts of the US, specifically New England, and how that’s created a new 
cohort of voters driven by environmental concerns. The piece also stresses the 
importance of environmental legislation, and how citizens can help to make the country 
more sustainable. 

 
 

3. Science in Boston 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 09/23/18 - Exclusive interview with a scientist recently awarded with an Ig Nobel in 

economics. The piece discusses the Ig Nobels, an annual ceremony at Harvard 
awarding entertaining, humorous, and odd studies. The reporter and guest discuss her 
particular study, which explored the role of workplace retaliation. The study gained 
attention from the Ig Nobels due to its unique mode of testing participants negative 
feelings - having them poke pins in a digital voodoo doll. 
 

● 08/19/18 - Reporter package on the growing vitamin industry in Boston, and the 
increasing criticism within the science community of dietary supplements and vitamins. 
The package explores arguments surrounding the issue - people that claim vitamins can 
be a huge benefit to personal help, as well as those who believe the vitamin industry is 
based around tricking people and creating false expectations. The reporter speaks to 
several scientists on the science behind vitamins, as well their effectiveness. 
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4. Public Events 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 08/12/18 - Reporter package on the Beyond the Walls Mural Festival in Lynn, 

Massachusetts. The reporter speaks with an event organizer about how the event came 
to be, and the different aspects showcasing local and international artists, local 
businesses, and Lynn’s history. The piece also discusses the role public art can play in 
affecting how we feel and interact with others. 

 
● 07/29/18 - Reporter package dealing with Boston’s 11th Annual GreenFest, which aims 

to engage Boston’s citizens in everyday environmentalism and activism to help the 
planet. The reporter speaks with event organizers on the history of the festival and 
expected events and activities. The piece also discusses the growing importance of 
environmentalism in a changing city and climate, and things Boston citizens specifically 
can do to live and promote a more sustainable lifestyle. 

 
 

5. Finding Truth 
 

● 07/08/18 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion on truth - seeking it, affirming it, 
and ensuring that information you are given is true. The piece centers on the recently 
widely discussed phenomena of “fake news,” and the commonality of false information 
and lies on media and in our lives. It also discusses the idea of “red-pill”-type 
phenomena that inundate a person with lies until the lies themselves become a personal 
truth. This phenomena is spoken of in reference to certain Alt-right schools of thought. 
The piece stresses the importance of verifying information in the digital age, as well as 
discusses ways to tell if you’re being mislead. 

 
 

6. Human Rights 
 

● 07/15/18 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion on the “disruption of norms” in 
today’s world, with a specific focus on recent actions by the government and police 
against immigrants, people of color, women, and other disenfranchised groups. The 
piece dissects whether or not separating policies such as separating migrant children 
from their families can be considered “political opinions,” and the increasing importance 
of standing up for oppressed groups, when oppression is arguably becoming more 
apparent and normalized. 
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7. Generational Gaps 
 

● 07/01/18 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion on the different generations alive 
in America today, and how the generation currently growing up will have their views of 
the world impacted by modern events. The piece dissects the idea of “Gen X-ers” “baby 
boomers,” “millenials,” and “Gen Z-ers” - how we define these groups, what drives us to 
set these boundaries in terms of identity, and how these specific groups came to be. The 
piece places special attention on the generation of civil rights activists in the 60’s, and 
how that generation changed as it aged. There’s also a focus on the increasingly young 
activist generation today, being raised in an era dominated by political strife and 
widespread protests on a range of issues and injustices. 

 
 

8. LGBT Identities 
 

● 08/26/18 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion gender, sexuality, and identity. 
The piece discusses how our lives’ events - how we were raised, where we grew up, any 
trauma we might have experienced - can affect someone’s personal sense of identity. 
The piece asks whether we should treat identities as something totally inherent, or 
something that can change, evolve, and be influenced, and how certain narratives 
surrounding gay, bisexual, and transgender people have affected, in some cases 
harmed, the people themselves. The piece also discusses the colonial implications of 
set, rigid identities, particularly the gender binary, and how these ideas have evolved 
over time. 

 
 

END 
 


