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Issues 
The following issues were of importance to the local community during the previous 
quarter, addressed by WERS. 
 
 

1. Food Culture in Boston 
2. The African-American Community in Boston 
3. Climate Change 
4. Upkeep of Boston Public Spaces  
5. Human Rights 
6. The Asian-American Community in Boston 
7. Youth-Led Movements 
8. Health and Healing 

 
 

1. Food Culture in Boston 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 02/04/18 - Reporter package covering the historic South Street diner in Boston through 
the lens of Boston’s history. The story explores the unique mystique of the American 
Diner and how it affects Boston’s culture. 

 
● 02/04/18 - Reporter package discussing the ‘food feud’ between Boston and 

Philadelphia during Super Bowl season, and how events like the Super Bowl and sports 
in general affect how and what we eat. The reporter also speaks to specific business 
owners and workers about what they do for Super Bowl season. 
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2. The African-American Community in Boston 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 02/25/18 - Reporter package on the black fashion scene in Boston and how young 

African-American fashion designers and artists are using clothes to make political 
statements and define themselves culturally. The piece also explores the seeming lack 
of black representation within Boston’s high-end fashion scene.  
 

● 03/04/18 - Exclusive post-Black History Month interview with Dr. Marita Rivera, director 
of the Boston African American History Museum. The interview explores overlooked 
portions of black history in Boston, the cultural significance of the museum itself, and 
events and exhibitions taking place at the museum. 

 
 

3. Climate Change 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 03/25/18- Reporter package exploring the specific reasons behind extended winters, in 

light of the four nor’easters that hit Boston during March alone. Reporter speaks with 
weather experts in Massachusetts to analyze the combination of factors that leads 
higher temperatures in the arctic to result in lower temperatures in New England. 
 

● 03/25/18 - Reporter package on efforts past, present, and future to help prepare Boston 
to deal with more and more severe weather conditions during winter. The reporter 
speaks with city officials and experts to get a comprehensive look at what’s being done 
to equip the Boston transportation infrastructure. 

 
 

4. Upkeep of Boston Public Spaces 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 03/04/18 - Reporter package on the people responsible for maintaining the statues on 

the Boston Common and Public Gardens. The piece goes into how statues and 
monuments are maintained, the work and money that requires, and the impact and 
importance of public monuments to the Boston community. 
 

● 02/25/18 -  Exclusive Interview with the executive director of the Friends of the Public 
Garden. The interview focuses on on the squirrels that inhabit the gardens and the 
problems caused by people interacting with the squirrels, specifically feeding them. The 
piece goes into the work the Friends of the Public Garden have to do, dealing with 
problematic squirrels, to maintain the garden. 
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5. Human Rights 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 02/11/18 - Reporter package exploring the question of human rights for robots and the 

arguments for and against treating artificial intelligence like actual intelligent life. The 
piece deals with recent advancements in robot technology that have lead scientists and 
governments to ask this question, as well as delves into the question of what something 
or someone has to do to be considered worthy of fundamental rights. 
 

● 03/25/18 - Reporter package on the growing community of podcasters who use their 
platform as a form of activism, advocating for human rights issues such as racial and 
gender equality. The reporter speaks with creators of a podcast designed to combat 
racism, and how they use the medium to reach a wide audience. 

 
 

6. The Asian-American Community in Boston 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 02/25/18 - Reporter package covering a Lunar New Year celebratory concert at the 

Berklee school of music and Lunar New Year celebrations in Boston in general. The 
piece discusses Berklee’s specific approach to celebrating the holiday, which involves 
fusing Chinese culture and music with music from other parts of the world. 
 

● 03/25/18 - Reporter package covering the story of an Eastern Chinese couple who 
currently run the restaurant ‘Hot Eastern’ in Chinatown. The piece follows their specific 
journey as a couple and as business partners serving a specific style of Chinese cuisine 
to the Boston area. 

 
 

7. Youth-Led Movements 
 

● 03/18/18 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion on the walkouts help following the 
Parkland shootings in Florida, and the change that is being driven by the youth in 
America today. The discussion centers around the importance of hope in activism, and 
the unique ability of young people to have and to inspire that hope. According to the 
speaker, the rise of authoritarianism in America has been a powerful driving force for 
youth in Boston and beyond, and has spurred a generation more willing to take action to 
defend their lives and beliefs than its predecessors. 
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8. Health and Healing 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 02/11/18 - Reporter package discussing the practice of holistic psychology and the 

growing field of spiritual healing and unconventional therapies in Boston. The piece 
focuses on students at Lesley University who are pursuing a new degree in holistic 
psychology and the academic side of spiritual healing. 
 

● 03/25/18 - Reporter package speaking with medical professionals in the Boston area 
about Massachusetts’ 2018 flu season. The story focuses on the way that statistics may 
overstate the severity of the outbreak, due to the way numbers of infected are counted. 

 
 
 

END 
 


