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Issues 
The following issues were of importance to the local community during the previous 
quarter, addressed by WERS. 
 
 

1. Pioneering Space Exploration 
2. Media Activism 
3. Child Mental Health 
4. Climate and The Ocean 
5. Feminism 
6. Boston’s Hispanic Community 
7. Elections 
8. Boston’s Housing Issues 

 
 

1. Pioneering Space Exploration 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 08/22/19 - Exclusive interview with a Harvard scientist working towards making sections 
of Mars more habitable through ‘solid smoke,’ a substance that could trap heat and block 
harmful radiation. The piece discusses testing and research that has been done so far, 
and where the research could go from here, with an end goal of establishing a human 
habitat on the surface of Mars. 

 
● 08/22/19 - Exclusive interview with the head of the head of the John Fitzgerald Kennedy 

Presidential Library in light of the Library’s work to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Apollo 11. The library developed an app making use of augmented reality to educate 
about the Apollo 11 mission and John F. Kennedy’s role in furthering space exploration. 
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2. Media Activism 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 09/22/19 - Reporter package on the trend of podcasts that promote social activism and 

equality, profiling several different activist podcasts. The piece explores the particular 
strengths of podcasting as a genre, and how it’s changed and furthered modern social 
discourse. The reporter spoke to experts in media studies, along with Boston-area 
podcasters. 

 
● 09/29/19 - Exclusive interview with the founder of Entertainment For Change, a non-

profit that creates artistic content to raise awareness for the United Nation’s seventeen 
sustainable development goals. The organization released a new single and music video 
in efforts to promote activism. The video attempts to mobilize people around issues like 
gender inequality, global poverty, and environmental sustainability.  

 
 

 
3. Child Mental Health 

You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 07/14/19 - Exclusive interview with a child and family psychologist about the treatment of 
migrant children at the Southern border in light of current zero-tolerance immigration 
policies. The piece discusses how the conditions and experiences reported at detention 
facilities might affect migrant children long term, and the actions the US government 
could take to mitigate those effects. 

 
● 08/11/19 - Exclusive interview with a Boston University professor studying early 

childhood development, and the importance of the first bond formed—usually between 
parent and child. The piece discusses the psychological implications if that formative 
bond isn’t healthy or there, throughout childhood and adulthood. The professor details 
ways parents can ensure the bond with their child is as strong as possible. 
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4. Climate and the Ocean 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 09/22/19 - Reporter package on the different ways that climate change phenomena 

affect the ocean, including rising sea levels, pollution, and increasing acidity. The 
reporter discusses issues with several scientists and experts working on improving the 
Boston region’s preparedness level. The piece also details forecasted predictions of how 
the ocean might change over time if greenhouse gas levels continue to rise. 

 
● 09/22/19 - Reporter package on the shifting nature of hurricane season. The reporter 

spoke with Boston climatologists and meteorologists about how climate change has 
affected the behavior of extreme storms. The piece also discusses how weather experts 
recommend that people brace themselves for these changes in storm intensity.  

 
 

 
5. Feminism 

You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 08/04/19 - Exclusive interview with a founding member of ‘women who code,’ a group of 
women in Boston and around the country in computer programming and other tech-
oriented careers, designed to provide support in a career field widely dominated by men. 
The conversation covers ways the tech field has changed over the past decade, 
including an increasing number of women in the field, and also covers the unique 
struggles faced by women in STEM workplaces and workplaces in general. 
 

● 09/22/19 - Reporter package on the “girl love” feminist movement, which aimed to shift 
focus towards women uplifiting and empowering one another. The reporter discusses 
the different ways this mindset has affected the modern feminist movement, including 
women-centric carreer and networking spaces, which have recently come to Boston. 
The reporter details how current events surrounding the treatment of women have 
changed the nature of feminism and society as a whole. 
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6. Boston’s Hispanic Community 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 08/23/19 - Exclusive interview with a Boston University linguist who studies the diverse 

forms of Spanish spoken in the greater Boston area, and the ways that the language 
constantly shifts and changes, due to in part to the presence of varied dialects and 
immigration. The piece discusses specific ways the Spanish spoken in Boston has 
changed over time. 
 

● 09/29/19 - Reporter package on the different ways hispanic people in Boston, especially 
students, celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, which aims to celebrate and educate about 
the diverse array of Spanish Speaking cultures around the world. The piece discusses 
the role of cultural identity in a diverse city, and features advocates who work to raise 
visibility for problems faced by panish speakers in Boston and in the United States in 
general. 
 
 

 
7. Elections 

You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 08/23/19 - Reporter package discussing the nature of the electoral college, and how 
different demographics feel about the system, as focus shifts toward the 2020 election. 
The reporter discusses the results of the 2016 election and the role the electoral college 
played in those results. The piece also details the growing movement saying the US 
should get rid of the electoral college entirely, backed by politicians including 
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren. 
 

● 07/07/19 - Exclusive interview with the head of an organization that works to mobilize 
voters based on environmental issues, with the hopes of increasing voter turnout for 
those dedicated environmental causes, such as climate change and endangered 
species protections. The conversation covers the nature of ‘single-issue voters,’ along 
with people who care deeply about issues but are uninvolved in the political process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WERS Issues Programs List 3rd Quarter 2019 (pg. 5 of 5) 
 

8. Boston’s Housing Issues 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 07/07/19  - Reporter package on the different problems faced by tenants in Boston, 

particularly those caused by negligent landlords. The reporter speaks to several renters 
in Boston who have had bad experiences, along with advocates for tenant rights within 
the city. The piece discusses the ways renters can address bad or illegal situations, and 
the unique problems within Boston. 
 

● 9/29/19  - Reporter package on rent control and Boston’s affordable housing deficit, 
which continues to push working professionals and families outside of the city. In 
interviews, the reporter discusses the arguments both for and against rent control, and 
the movements pushing to bring rent control back to Boston as a means of making the 
city more livable. 

 
 

END 


