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Issues 
The following issues were of importance to the local community during the previous 
quarter, addressed by WERS. 
 
 

1. Pending Legislation in Massachusetts 
2. The Impact of Social Media 
3. Food Culture in Boston 
4. Legal Marijuana  
5. The Changing Landscape of College Admissions 
6. Patriot’s Day 
7. Climate Change 
8. Grappling With History 

 
 

1. Pending Legislation in Massachusetts 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 06/02/19 - Reporter package on so-called ‘Fair Workweek’ legislation proposed by a city 
councilor in Boston, which would place rules on businesses contracting with the city 
aiming to guarantee a stable and predictable schedule for service-sector workers. The 
reporter speaks with several advocates for the legislation, as well as discusses the 
pushback to the bill from the city’s Chamber of Commerce.  

 
● 06/23/19 - Reporter package on the ROE Act, a bill proposed to the legislature of 

Massachusetts that would work to guarantee a woman’s right to abortion in the state, 
along with broadening abortion access in several ways, including getting rid of the 
parental consent requirement for minors seeking the procedure. The reporter speaks 
with advocates for and against the legislation, and places the movement within the 
context of a nationwide trend towards restricting abortion access. 
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2. The Impact of Social Media 

You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 
 

● 06/14/19 - An exclusive interview with the founder of a coalition called ‘Freedom from 
Facebook,’ which calls for the Federal Trade Commission to break up Facebook into 
multiple subsidiary companies. The group argues that Facebook is a monopoly breaking 
antitrust laws in the United States, and is also harmful to democracy and personal 
privacy, placing their argument within the context of current events. 
 

● 06/14/19 - Reporter package on the prevalence of ‘doxxing’ over social media, which 
exposes personal information about people online, usually with the intent of threatening 
or extorting. The reporter speaks with several experts on the subject of doxxing, and 
discusses what people can do to keep their personal information safe in an era of 
sharing nearly everything over the internet. 

 
 

3. Food Culture in Boston 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 04/07/19 - Reporter package on the Barbecue scene in Boston, and how several 

different barbecue eateries are influenced by various regional cuisines, combining them 
to create a unique ‘New England-style barbecue.’ The piece also discusses international 
barbecue in Boston, specifically Korean, and how that plays in to the culture. The piece 
focuses on food as a representation of different cultures and how they impact each other 
and interact in an urban environment. 
 

● 04/28/19 - Reporter package on Boston’s craft coffee scene, covering the Specialty 
Coffee Association convention and the different people attempting to redefine coffee and 
the coffee industry. The piece focuses on the ethical problems inherent in the coffee 
industry, and the movement to make every step of the process more ethical, sustainable, 
and transparent. 
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4. Legal Marijuana 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 04/07/19 - An exclusive interview with a representative from New England Treatment 

Access, which is the greater Boston area’s first recreational merijuana dispensary. The 
facility had been open for about a month, and the interview focused on their experience 
so far with perception, customers, and the social climate of Boston. The piece also 
covers the controversially slow rollout of recreational marijuana licenses by the state 
Cannabis Control Commission. 

 
● 06/14/19 - An exclusive interview with the founder and dead of the Massachusetts 

Growers Advocacy Council, which works towards legislative and regulatory protection of 
small marijuana business owners and so-called home-growers in Massachusetts, a state 
where marijuana policy is still being shaped. The interview followed a large protest by 
the group and others at the State House, and discussed various initiatives by the group. 

 
 

5. The Changing Landscape of College Admissions 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 04/07/19 - Exclusive interview with the head of Emerson College in Boston’s ‘Prison 

Initiative,’ which enrolls a selected group of inmates from Suffolk County jail to receive 
classes and eventually receive a degree from the college. The interview discusses 
several similar programs around the country, and how some colleges are radically 
changing their admissions to allow incarcerated people to receive degrees, in hopes of 
bettering their lives in the long run. 

 
● 04/21/19 - Reporter package in reaction to the recently-broken college admissions 

cheating scandal, which came out of a Boston courthouse. This piece discusses the 
legal ways that rich and powerful parents can ‘cheat’ the system for their children, such 
as legacy admissions, and donating large amounts of money to the college. The reporter 
speaks with several experts, some arguing that colleges should change their admissions 
policies to not allow these kinds of preferences, as discussions about unfair practices 
around the country have gained national attention. 
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6. Patriot’s Day 
You Are Here (Public Affairs/Talk Show) 7-8 AM 

 
● 04/14/19 - Reporter interview and package on the then-college student who originated 

the phrase ‘Boston Strong’ in the wake of the 2013 attacks on the Boston Marathon. The 
interview considers how the phrase came about, gained momentum, his choice to not 
copyright the phrase, and how its meaning has shifted in the years since the bombings. 
The profile piece considers the mark ‘Boston Strong’ has made on the city, especially 
around patriot’s day, and how it’s shifted the city’s identity. 

 
● 04/14/19 - Reporter package on historical enthusiasts who reenact the battles of 

Lexington and Concord every patriot’s day, and the unique impact things like battle 
reenactments have on the culture of Boston. The reporter speaks to several reenactors 
about what the practice means to them, the significance of patriot’s day, and their view of 
the benefits of reenactments, especially educational benefits. 
 
 

7. Climate Change 
 

● 05/19/19 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion on global climate issues, and how 
society’s treatment of these issues has shifted over time. The discussion covers 
humankind’s role in creating climate change, and the continuing debate over that role. 
The piece explores how the arguments have become aligned with political parties in the 
American viewpoint. The piece also explores historical environmentalism, such as that of 
transcendentalists in the 1800s, and how those movements relate to the modern ones. It 
urges Bostonians to take decisive action and support efforts to dramatically reduce 
carbon emissions and promote ‘cleaner’ ways of living. 
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8. Grappling With History 
 

● 05/26/19 - The First Church Boston leads a discussion in light of recent social 
movements bringing to light the faults of long-treasured historical figures, as well as 
movements to expunge references and tributes to historical figures connected to 
oppressive power structures. The discussion particularly centers on Thomas Jefferson, 
who is a central spiritual and moral figure for the congregation, but who owned slaves. 
The piece deals with the moral conundrum of taking inspiration and ideas from historical 
figures, while ignoring their grievances, and the conversations that have been sparked 
by this tension. 

 
 

END 
 

 
 
 


