
1. Criminal and immigration justice system

2. Environment and climate change

3. Public health concerns

4. Censorship, access to information, and information/media literacy

5. Racial justice, identity and cultural preservation/acknowledgement, and race relations

6. Statewide politics, legislative session, and elections

7. Local visual/performing arts and culture

Issue Segment/Story/Program Title Series/Program Name Air Date Air Time Duration Host Guest(s) Description  URL

1 Compensation to rebuild lives after 

exoneration

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-23 12:07, 19:34 03:00 Karen 

Henderson

Ari Shapiro Thousands of incarcerated people in the 

US have fought to prove their innocence 

and won. But in some cases, the fight to 

get released from prison marks the start 

of another fight: the push for financial 

compensation for the years spent behind 

bars. NPR’s Ari Shapiro brings us the story 

of two Louisianans trying to rebuild their 

lives after their exonerations.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

23/set-in-baton-rouge-new-national-treasure-tv-show-unearths-

louisiana-history

1 Transfer of juveniles in detention to Angola 

prison

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-26 12:07, 19:34 06:00 Karl Lengel James Finn Last year, the Louisiana Office of Juvenile 

Justice began transferring youth in 

detention to Angola, the state’s most 

notorious prison. Now two teens, who 

had been held in a former death row 

building at the facility, are seeking to join 

an ongoing lawsuit against Governor 

Edwards over their treatment. Criminal 

Justice reporter for the The Times-

Picayune | The Advocate James Finn tells 

us what might happen next.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

26/teens-who-were-held-at-angolas-former-death-row-facility-

seek-to-join-lawsuit-against-gov-edwards

1,5 Racial disparities in law enforcement 

personnel makeup

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-02 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Karl Lengel Delvin Davis A recent study by the Southern Poverty 

Law Center Action Fund revealed that 

Louisiana sheriffs and prosecutors are 

overwhelmingly white and male. While 

over 33% of Louisiana’s population is 

Black only 6% of the sheriffs and 12% of 

the district attorneys are Black, which 

points to a significant disparity. Here to 

tell us more about these findings is Delvin 

Davis, author of the study, “Out of 

Balance, Racial Disparity Among 

Louisiana’s Sheriffs and Prosecutors.”

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

02/new-splc-report-reveals-major-lack-of-diversity-in-louisiana-

law-enforcement
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1 Helping immigration detainees through the 

asylum process

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-28 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Diane Mack Bobbi-Jeanne 

Misick

Every few months, a team of attorneys 

and advocates visit detention centers in 

Louisiana to guide immigrants through 

the asylum process. This work is grueling 

and deeply personal. The Gulf States 

Newsroom’s Bobbi-Jeanne Misick rode 

along on one of these trips and brings us 

one lawyer’s story, in part one of this 

series

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

28/drink-lchaim-to-life-fiddler-on-the-roof-opens-tonight-at-the-

saenger-theatre

1 Stories from immigrant detention "Know 

Your RightsS" campaign

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-01 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Adam Vos Bobbi-Jeanne 

Misick

Since the Spring of 2022, a team of 

attorneys and advocates have been 

traveling to detention centers in 

Louisiana every few months to educate 

immigrants on their legal rights. The visits 

are vital to their work, allowing them 

access to these remote facilities. And the 

stories that detainees tell can be hard to 

take in. The Gulf States Newsroom’s 

Bobbi-Jeanne Misick has been traveling 

with team members to understand what 

it takes to do this work. Today, we bring 

you the second part of her series on the 

Know Your Rights campaign.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

01/how-the-transition-from-fossil-fuels-to-renewables-is-

impacting-louisianas-energy-sector

1 Police accountability reporting isn't always 

happening

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-06 12:07, 19:34 06:00 Karen 

Henderson

Richard 

Webster

State law requires law enforcement 

agencies to report when an officer quits 

or is fired and why. But a new police 

accountability database found the 

reporting isn’t happening in a majority of 

cases. Investigative reporter for Verite, 

Richard Webster, looked into what’s been 

happening. He joins us for more on what 

he’s discovered.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

06/new-documentary-the-precipice-tells-the-story-of-the-point-

au-chien-indian-tribe-and-the-challenges-they-face

1 BR's SafeBR initiative to tackle crime in the 

capital city

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-08 12:07, 19:34 06:00 Adam Vos Adam Knapp Earlier this month, public safety leaders in 

Baton Rouge unveiled part of a new 

initiative to place surveillance cameras in 

high-crime areas. It’s part of the SafeBR 

coalition– a broader effort to tackle crime 

in the capital city. Adam Knapp, President 

and CEO of the Baton Rouge Area 

Chamber (BRAC), tells us more .

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

08/loyola-university-launches-media-literacy-program-to-help-

students-discern-fact-from-fiction



1 Teaching immigration detainees about their 

legal rights

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-14 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Diane Mack Bobbi-Jeanne 

Misick

Since last spring, a team of attorneys and 

advocates have regularly visited 

immigrant detention centers in Louisiana 

to teach detainees about their legal 

rights. The Gulf States Newsroom’s Bobbi-

Jeanne Misick joined them on a recent 

trip to Winn Correctional Center, though 

reporters are barred from entering the 

facility. She spoke with team members 

about what they see and hear inside 

detention centers, and how this grueling 

work can leave personal impacts.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

14/birdfoot-festival-is-back-with-chamber-music-flowing-at-

venues-across-new-orleans

1 Louisiana ICE detention hunger strike Louisiana Considered 2023-03-20 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Karen 

Henderson

Bobbi-Jeanne 

Misick

Immigrants detained in a Louisiana ICE 

detention center attempted to stage a 

hunger strike recently. It ended after just 

two days, but they say they want their 

grievances to be heard. The Gulf States 

Newsroom’s Bobbi-Jeanne Misick spoke 

with one of the men detained at the 

facility.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

20/a-film-festival-and-a-bass-fishtival-here-are-2-events-to-

check-out-in-new-orleans-this-weekend

2 U.S. Army Corps signs-off on plan to use 

Mississippi River to fight coastal land loss

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-12 12:07, 19:34 09:00 Karl Lengel, 

lHalle Parker

Bren Haase For 40 years, coastal researchers and 

advocates have called for the use of the 

muddy Mississippi River to combat land 

loss in south Louisiana. In December, the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers signed off 

on a first-of-its-kind project to do just 

that. Our Coastal Desk’s Halle Parker 

spoke with Bren Haase, executive 

director of the state’s Coastal Protection 

and Restoration Authority, for more.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

12/a-look-at-louisianas-walkability-and-ways-for-the-state-to-

become-more-pedestrian-friendly

2 Better modeling for flooding Louisiana Considered 2023-02-01 12:07, 19:34 7:00 Adam Vos George Xue When a hurricane strikes, it’s not just the 

immediate wind and rain damage that 

causes concern. Many are also forced to 

grapple with flooding, and often, as in the 

case of Hurricane Katrina, the water rises 

and stays for days at a time. Now, the LSU 

Department of Oceanography and 

Coastal Science and the Center for 

Computation and Technology are working 

to better predict flooding after hurricanes 

with a new computer modeling system. 

Associate professor George Xue tells us 

how this modeling will help communities 

prepare for disasters.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

01/lsu-launches-new-modeling-system-to-better-predict-

flooding-after-hurricanes



2 Addressing energy industry transition to 

green, renewable energy and climate 

impacts

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-01 12:07, 19:34 09:00 Adam Vos Keith Hall National law and policy have the 

potential to transform the energy sector 

in Louisiana from one that is heavily 

reliant on fossil fuels to one that leans 

toward renewables and carbon capture. 

Experts at LSU Law Center say these 

anticipated changes will leave big impacts 

on the energy landscape and economy. 

Keith Hall, Director of the Mineral Law 

Institute and a professor of energy law at 

LSU Law Center, recently participated in a 

symposium to address these changes and 

concerns. He tells us more about how 

both market forces and government 

incentives are pushing Louisiana towards 

cleaner energy.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

01/how-the-transition-from-fossil-fuels-to-renewables-is-

impacting-louisianas-energy-sector

2 Climate Risk Assessment highlights risks 

from impacts of hurricanes

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-09 12:07, 19:34 10:00 Karl Lengel Brady Dennis The First Street Foundation recently 

released its 7th National Climate Risk 

Assessment: Worsening Winds. The 

report highlights the impact of increasing 

risk from hurricane winds to houses, 

buildings and property. It also looks at 

how the intensity of hurricanes and their 

ability to reach new areas will change 

over the next 30 years due to a changing 

climate. Washington Post reporter Brady 

Dennis joins us for a deep dive into this 

story.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

09/new-climate-report-highlights-the-impact-of-increased-risks-

from-hurricane-winds

2 Green schools Louisiana Considered 2023-03-10 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Alana Schreiber Anisa Heming Following the convening of the Green 

Schools conference, bringing together 

students, parents, and educators to 

advocate for more sustainability in school 

buildings, we speak with Anisa Heming, 

director for the Center for Green Schools, 

joins us for more on the future for 

sustainable schools. Topics at the Green 

Schools conference spanned from green 

buildings, resilience, zero waste, energy 

efficiency, and decarbonization.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

10/how-new-orleans-schools-are-aiming-to-make-buildings-

more-energy-efficient-and-resilient



2 Alternatives to field burning Louisiana Considered 2023-03-15 12:07, 19:34 10:00 Adam Vos John Achee For over 200 years in the United States, 

sugar cane field burning has been a tool 

that farmers use in the pre-harvest 

season to remove the tops of the sugar 

cane plant. However, the smoke from 

that burning can cause fog in the air, 

which leads to low visibility along roads 

and highways. This has been enough of a 

problem to cause road accidents, and in 

Louisiana, it has even caused some 

fatalities. Earlier this year, John Achee of 

Assumption Parish launched Citizens 

Against Agricultural Field Burning, a 

nonprofit that advocates for field burning 

alternatives. He joins us today for more.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

15/sugar-cane-field-burning-the-consequences-of-the-centuries-

old-practice-and-possible-alternatives

2 Exit-interview with departing state 

Department of Environmental Quality head

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-23 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Karl Lengel, 

Halle Parker

Chuck Carr 

Brown

Last week, the head of Louisiana’s 

Department of Environmental Quality 

announced his resignation. For seven 

years, Secretary Chuck Carr Brown has led 

the agency, aiming to protect the state’s 

environment and the health of its 

residents. The Coastal Desk's Halle Parker 

talked with him this week about what he 

has accomplished in this role, and what 

he hopes to see for the future of the 

department.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

23/lsu-womens-basketball-heads-to-the-march-madness-sweet-

16-heres-what-you-need-to-know

2 Environmental reporters on Sea Change 

podcast

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-27 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Karen 

Henderson

Carlyle Calhoun, 

Kezia Setyawan, 

Halle Parker

From hurricanes to rising sea levels to 

relocation efforts, it's no secret that 

many Louisiana communities are 

struggling with environmental challenges. 

That’s why we are launching a new 

podcast all about the environmental 

issues facing coastal communities and the 

possible solutions. Producer Carlyle 

Calhoun and reporters Kezia Setyawan 

and Halle Parker join us for more on the 

launch of their podcast, Sea Change.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

27/a-conversation-with-walter-isaacson-professor-and-

biographer-awarded-national-humanities-medal



3 What we've learned from the Bogalusa 

Heart Study

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-20 12:07, 19:34 06:00 Alana Schreiber Dr. Lydia 

Bazzano

This year marks the 50th anniversary of 

the Bogalusa Heart Study. Started in 

1973, this study looks at the impact of 

vascular and metabolic changes on health 

throughout the lifespan. And, it's one of 

the longest ongoing health studies of a 

diverse, semi-rural southern community. 

Director of the Tulane Center for Lifespan 

Epidemiology Research, Dr. Lydia Bazzano 

tells us about the profound impact this 

study has had on various fields of 

research over the last half century.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

20/how-the-bogalusa-heart-study-has-contributed-to-

cardiovascular-research-over-the-last-50-years

3 Emergency care changes with healthcare 

staffing shortages

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-24 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Diane Mack Shalina Chatlani Hospitals are experiencing a severe 

healthcare staffing shortage that is 

impacting patient care and making it 

more difficult for emergency and 

ambulatory services to answer 911 calls. 

The Gulf States Newsroom healthcare 

reporter Shalina Chatlani climbed into an 

ambulance to see how emergency care 

has changed.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

24/big-freedia-returns-to-tv-with-a-new-show-about-her-

business-endeavors

3 RSV and flu are in the air Louisiana Considered 2023-02-03 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Patrick 

Madden

Shalina Chatlani In 2020, Mardi Gras was the launching 

point for a surge in COVID-19 cases 

throughout the Gulf South. And this year 

– there’s more in the air, like flu and RSV. 

Gulf States Newsroom reporter Shalina 

Chatlani spoke with health officials about 

what to expect this year and how to stay 

safe.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

06/art-exhibit-displays-climate-challenge-similarities-in-

louisiana-alaska-indigenous-communities

3 Novel treatment for addiction Louisiana Considered 2023-02-06 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Karen 

Henderson

Paula Norris 

Mestayer, Dr. 

Richard 

Mestayer

For years, people have been flocking to 

Louisiana’s Springfield Wellness Center to 

receive NAD treatment. NAD, which 

stands for nicotinamide adenine 

dinucleotide, is a serotonin-boosting 

coenzyme which has long been used to 

treat conditions like Alzheimer’s and 

Parkinson's. But Springfield is the first 

center to use the treatment for addiction. 

For more on this treatment, its 

effectiveness, and where it might be 

headed, we are joined by Springfield 

Medical Center Founders Paula Norris 

Mestayer and Dr. Richard Mestayer, 

along with former patient and current 

outreach coordinator, Patrick Uloth.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

06/baton-rouge-law-enforcement-aims-for-positive-traffic-stop-

interactions-with-new-program



3 Maternity care centers among last options 

for pregnant people as abortion is 

restricted

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-07 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Diane Mack Maya Miller In the days since abortion became heavily 

restricted or illegal, pregnancy resource 

centers have been getting more financial 

support in southern states. These places 

aren’t substitutes for health care, but in 

some maternity care deserts, they’re one 

of the last remaining options for pregnant 

people. The Gulf States Newsroom’s 

Maya Miller takes us inside one of these 

centers and introduces us to the unlikely 

person at the helm.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

07/new-orleans-jazz-meets-worship-and-spiritualism-at-29th-

annual-jazz-service

3 Public health outreach to Black 

communities at churches

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-14 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Diane Mack Shalina Chatlani Heart disease, high blood pressure, and 

hypertension are not only common in the 

Gulf South, but they also 

disproportionately impact Black 

communities. That’s why some doctors 

are teaming up with churchers for 

medical intervention. The Gulf States 

Newsroom’s Shalina Chatlani visited a 

church to learn how parishioners are 

spreading the gospel on how to stay 

healthy.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

14/a-streetcar-named-desire-the-classic-new-orleans-based-

play-takes-on-new-life-as-a-ballet

1,3 Criminalized: pregnant with addiction Louisiana Considered 2023-02-27 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Karen 

Henderson

Maya Miller In one southern state with one of the 

strictest laws on prenatal drug use in the 

country, running afoul of them can cost 

thousands of dollars, leaving a woman 

with a felony record and facing the 

prospect of giving birth in prison. But 

advocates and reproductive health 

providers say there’s got to be a better 

way. The Gulf States Newsroom’s Maya 

Miller looks at alternatives for pregnant 

women when addiction is criminalized.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

27/lsu-digital-footlocker-preserves-memories-memorabilia-of-

veterans-in-new-computerized-catalog

3 Researching mosquito bites and spread of 

disease with fake skin

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-27 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Karen 

Henderson

Sam Jameson Mosquito bites can spread diseases like 

malaria, dengue fever and, as we’re 

familiar with in Louisiana, West Nile virus. 

Mosquito tests usually require human 

volunteers, but a new research 

partnership between Tulane and Rice 

Universities is now using synthetic skin 

made with a 3D printer. Sam Jameson, a 

postdoctoral fellow with Tulane 

University’s School of Public Health and 

Tropical Medicine, tells us more about 

the benefits of this new research method.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

27/lsu-digital-footlocker-preserves-memories-memorabilia-of-

veterans-in-new-computerized-catalog



3 Neonatal training for rural delivery Louisiana Considered 2023-03-22 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Adam Vos Maya Miller As hospitals in rural America close their 

doors, residents are strapped to find 

options in an emergency – like going into 

labor. But a new program provides 

paramedics and healthcare workers with 

the training for neonatal emergencies – 

almost like a delivery bootcamp. The Gulf 

States Newsroom’s Maya Miller heads 

into a classroom with an unconventional 

teacher.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

22/with-march-madness-heating-up-we-look-at-first-integrated-

high-school-basketball-game-in-louisiana

3 Preventative medicine and collaborating 

with public health professionals

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-24 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Alana Schreiber Dr. Tonette 

Krousel-Wood

Dr. Tonette Krousel-Wood, chair of the 

American College of Preventive Medicine, 

discusses the importance of preventive 

medicine in Louisiana and why it’s 

important to collaborate with public 

health professionals everywhere.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

24/the-latest-developments-in-preventive-medicine-in-louisiana-

and-across-the-country

4 Book banning in Louisiana: A look at the 

divisive battle in our state's libraries

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-18 12:07, 19:34 24:00 Adam Vos Amanda Jones, 

Lynette Mejía, 

Michael 

Lunsford

Librarians in multiple south Louisiana 

parishes are responding to what they are 

seeing as efforts to censor their 

materials, particularly books that refer to 

sexuality and LGBTQ identities. Louisiana 

school librarian Amanda Jones speaks in 

support of free speech and uncensored 

book access at a public library meeting. 

She joins us today with Lafayette-based 

writer, Lynette Mejía, who co-founded 

Louisiana Citizens Against Censorship. We 

also wanted to talk with one of the 

community members advocating for 

more public scrutiny over these publicly 

accessible materials. Michael Lunsford, 

executive director of the organization 

Citizens for a New Louisiana, joins us for 

more on the other side of this debate.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

18/book-banning-in-louisiana-a-look-at-the-divisive-battle-in-

our-states-libraries

4 Louisiana's history of book censorship Louisiana Considered 2023-01-19 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Karl Lengel, 

Adam Vos

Kerri 

Westenberg

Yesterday, we brought you two 

conversations about so-called “book 

bans,” in Louisiana. We heard from a 

librarian and writer fighting to end 

censorship of materials found at public 

libraries, and we spoke with an advocate 

calling for more public scrutiny of these 

readily-accessible texts. Today, Kerri 

Westenberg, author of the 64 Parishes 

magazine article, “Warning: Thus Article 

Could Be Banned,” speaks with WRKF’S 

Adam Vos about the history of book 

banning in Louisiana.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

19/from-mystic-societies-to-costume-trains-heres-a-look-at-

mardi-gras-in-mobile-alabama



4 Libraries provide information access to 

search into family history

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-13 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Karen 

Henderson

John Miles After years of trying to track down their 

grandfather's publications, two cousins 

from Maryland finally found what they 

were looking for at LSU Libraries. They 

not only discovered a signed, first edition 

copy of their grandfather’s book of 

poetry, but even found a broadside of his 

poem, “Sleep On!” But this is just one 

example of how LSU Libraries connect 

families with their ancestors. The cousins, 

Sharon Young and Renee Anderson, along 

with the LSU Libraries curator of books 

John Miles, tell us more about the real 

world impact of the LSU library system.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

13/in-new-collection-of-african-american-poetry-and-texts-lsu-

libraries-connect-families-to-ancestors

4 Librarians on book objections and library 

censorship debate

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-23 12:07, 19:34 12:00 Karl Lengel Librarian 

Christopher

Last month, WRKF’s Adam Vos brought us 

a series of conversations exploring all 

sides of the debate on library censorship. 

Just recently, Louisiana Attorney General 

Jeff Landry released his “Protecting 

Innocence” report, which calls on state 

officials to examine library materials to 

identify “sexually explicit” content. 

Today, a member of the Louisiana Library 

Association tells us why the organization 

is objecting to Landry’s report.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

23/heres-how-to-celebrate-black-history-month-with-new-

orleans-public-libraries

4 "Facts and Misinformation" Teaching media 

literacy

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-08 12:07, 19:34 10:00 Adam Vos Laurie Phillips Loyola University is working on educating 

its students – and its community– about 

the importance of media literacy. This 

includes knowing how to discern fact 

from fiction, news from opinion and how 

to identify fake news. Laurie Phillips, 

associate dean of Information Resources 

& Systems at the Monroe Library Loyola 

University, who teaches a course, “Facts 

and Misinformation.” She gives us the 

details.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

08/loyola-university-launches-media-literacy-program-to-help-

students-discern-fact-from-fiction

4 Educating LSU students on importance of 

unbiased journalism

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-17 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Alana Schreiber Chick Moore, 

Len Apcar

For the past few weeks, LSU has 

welcomed a series of journalists to the 

Manship School of Communication to 

lecture students on the importance of 

unbiased journalism during polarized 

times. For more on this series, LSU 

benefactor, retired attorney, and 

spearhead of the series Chick Moore joins 

us, along with LSU journalism professor 

Len Apcar.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

17/lsu-is-welcoming-journalists-from-around-the-country-to-

discuss-reporting-during-polarized-times



5 Using the definition of race to dilute the 

voting power of Black people

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-06 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Patrick 

Madden

Hansi Lo Wang A push from Republican state officials 

could specifically dilute the voting power 

of Black people by changing who counts 

as Black in voting maps. This would 

further gut the increasingly fragile Voting 

Rights Act. Hansi Lo Wang covers voting 

for NPR and he reported this story for the 

podcast, Code Switch. He joins us for 

more on the impacts of tightening legal 

definitions of race.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

06/voting-maps-proposed-by-republican-state-officials-could-

change-who-counts-as-black-in-louisiana

5 Oral history and the Baton Rouge Bus 

Boycot as inspiration for Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-16 12:07, 19:34 24:00 Karen 

Henderson

Jennifer 

Abraham 

Cramer

On Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day, we hear 

that many of his ideas and frameworks 

were largely inspired by the Baton Rouge 

Bus Boycott of 1953. The LSU Libraries’ T. 

Harry Williams Center in an oral history 

podcast explored the relationship 

between Baton Rouge activists and Dr. 

King. Today we hear first-person accounts 

from those who met with King 

throughout the Civil Rights movement. 

Then, Jennifer Abraham Cramer, Director, 

T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History 

and podcast host, tells us why this oral 

history project holds up, twelve years 

after its release.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

16/how-the-baton-rouge-bus-boycott-inspired-dr-martin-luther-

king-jr

2,5 Getting to know communities most-

impacted by manufacturing, pollution, and 

contamination

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-15 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Adam Vos Gloria Riviera Discarded,' a new podcast from 

Lemonada Media, explores the way that 

plastic manufacturing has shaped the 

lives – and the health – of the residents of 

Louisiana’s St. James Parish. Podcast host 

and Emmy-award winning journalist 

Gloria Riviera tells us more about this 

new investigative series and the 

community activists who are featured.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

15/new-podcast-discarded-highlights-how-plastic-

manufacturing-transformed-one-louisiana-community

5 Pointe-au-Chien tribe's struggle to preserve 

its language, land, homes

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-06 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Karen 

Henderson

Ben Johnson This Thursday, Louisiana Public 

Broadcasting will premiere the film, The 

Precipice. This documentary explores the 

Pointe-au-Chien Indian Tribe’s struggle to 

save their homes, land, language, and 

culture. LPB senior Producer and 

filmmaker Ben Johnson tells us more 

about this documentary and its universal 

messages.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

06/new-documentary-the-precipice-tells-the-story-of-the-point-

au-chien-indian-tribe-and-the-challenges-they-face



5 Recognition of Louisiana native tribes Louisiana Considered 2023-03-13 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Karen 

Henderson

Troy Kerry, 

Shirell Parfait-

Dardar

Earlier this month, The Task Force on 

State Recognition of Indian Tribes met for 

the last time without being able to agree 

on any set criteria for recognizing tribes 

in Louisiana. Fifteen tribes are now 

recognized, but there are still not clear 

criteria for determining if others should 

be. To learn more about the importance 

of tribal recognition and why the 

taskforce is at a stalemate, we’re joined 

by Chief Troy Kerry of the Apalachee 

Tribe and Elder Chief Shirell Parfait-

Dardar of the Grand Caillou/Dulac Band 

of Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

13/two-native-american-chiefs-on-the-struggle-to-get-state-and-

federal-recognition-for-louisiana-tribes

5 Surveying attitudes on race Louisiana Considered 2023-03-15 12:07, 19:34 10:00 Adam Vos Scott Hutcheson The organization E Pluribus Unum, 

founded by former New Orleans Mayor 

Mitch Landrieu, has released the latest in 

its annual series of surveys looking at 

southerners’ opinions on racial issues. 

This year’s findings revealed that roughly 

three quarters of southerners are in favor 

of some form of reparations to African 

Americans to address slavery. Scott 

Hutcheson, executive director of E 

Pluribus Unum, joins us to break down 

the survey.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

15/sugar-cane-field-burning-the-consequences-of-the-centuries-

old-practice-and-possible-alternatives

6 Lawmakers approaching special legislative 

session on insurance

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-25 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Adam Vos Paul Braun Louisiana lawmakers are headed back to 

the capitol for a seven-day special session 

all about insurance. WRKF’s Paul Braun 

tells us why officials plan to set aside $45 

million for cash incentives to lure 

insurance companies back to the state.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

25/the-southern-university-laboratory-virtual-school-is-awarded-

for-surmounting-pandemic-obstacles

6 Stephanie Grace discusses possible 

gubernatorial candidates

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-27 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Patrick 

Madden

Stephanie Grace The Times-Picayune | The Advocate’s 

editorial director and columnist, 

Stephanie Grace discusses potential 

candidates for the Louisiana 2023 

governor’s race.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

27/the-little-book-of-king-cake-brings-the-story-of-the-iconic-

carnival-dessert-to-kids

6 State lamakers to meet for special session 

on insurance

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-02 12:07, 19:34 04:00 Karl Lengel Paul Braun Louisiana lawmakers met at the 

statehouse this week for a special session 

on insurance. WRKF’s Capital Access 

Reporter Paul Braun has the details.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

02/new-splc-report-reveals-major-lack-of-diversity-in-louisiana-

law-enforcement

6 Republican gubernatorial candidates gather 

for dialogue

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-03 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Alana Schreiber Stephanie Grace As we talk politics with The Times-

Picayune | The Advocate editorial 

director and columnist, Stephanie Grace. 

We learn about a recent gathering of 

Republican gubernatorial candidates in 

Baton Rouge.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

03/los-islenos-fiesta-celebrates-spanish-culture-and-canary-

island-heritage-in-st-bernard-parish



6 Candidates entering race for governor Louisiana Considered 2023-03-10 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Alana Schreiber Stephanie Grace It’s time to catch up on this week in 

politics with Stephanie Grace, columnist 

and editorial director for the The Times-

Picayune | The Advocate. She tells us 

about the newest candidates to enter the 

race for governor.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

10/how-new-orleans-schools-are-aiming-to-make-buildings-

more-energy-efficient-and-resilient

6 Elections with Stephanie Grace Louisiana Considered 2023-03-17 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Alana Schreiber Stephanie Grace It’s Friday and that means it’s time to 

catch up on this week in politics with 

Stephanie Grace, columnist and editorial 

director for the The Times-Picayune | 

New Orleans Advocate. Today, we hear 

about statewide elections aside from the 

governor’s race, including attorney 

general and insurance commissioner.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

17/lsu-is-welcoming-journalists-from-around-the-country-to-

discuss-reporting-during-polarized-times

7 Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge 

reflects on 50 years of creative 

programming and community growth

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-11 12:07, 19:34 09:00 Adam Vos Renee Chatelain The Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge 

turns 50 this year. President and CEO 

Renee Chatelain tells about the 

organization’s 50 years of creative 

programming and community growth.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

11/arts-council-of-greater-baton-rouge-celebrates-50-years-of-

creativity-growth-and-community

7 Cinema on the Bayou celebrates Louisiana 

culture and history

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-25 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Adam Vos Rebecca 

Hudsmith

Today marks the beginning of Cinema on 

the Bayou, a Lafayette film festival that 

will offer screenings of nearly 200 films 

over 8 days. As the second oldest juried 

international film festival in Louisiana, 

Cinema on the Bayou, will present 

features and documentaries from around 

the world while also highlighting local 

films and filmmakers that celebrate 

Louisiana culture and history. Festival 

director Rebecca Hudsmith joins us for 

more.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

25/the-southern-university-laboratory-virtual-school-is-awarded-

for-surmounting-pandemic-obstacles

7 Baton Rouge musical artist on songwriting 

and composition

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-30 12:07, 19:34 05:00 Alana Schreiber Dalton Hamilton Liner Notes is our segment that highlights 

local Louisiana musicians as they walk us 

through their songwriting and 

composition process. Baton Rouge artist 

Dalton Hamilton, also known as 

BandG33k, tells us about his song 

“Alone!” that he wrote, performed, and 

engineered for his album, BLVKMOTH. 

This episode of Liner Notes was produced 

and edited by WRKF’s Aubry Procell.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

30/when-neo-nazis-came-to-new-orleans-a-group-of-holocaust-

survivors-fought-back



7 Baton Rouge actress on starring role in 

theatrical production addressing self-love in 

the American South

Louisiana Considered 2023-01-31 12:07, 19:34 08:00 Diane Mack Taylor James Baton Rouge actress Taylor James, who 

stars as Celie, joins us to talk about her 

role as Celie, an African American woman 

and her journey toward empowerment 

and self-love in the American South, in Le 

Petit Theatre’s production of The Color 

Purple, the musical based on Alice 

Walker’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-01-

31/the-musical-the-color-purple-based-on-the-book-by-alice-

walker-extends-run-at-le-petit-theatre

2,5,7 Art addresses climate crisis threat to native 

communities

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-06 12:07, 19:34 10:00 Patrick 

Madden, Adam 

Vos

Chantel 

Comardelle, 

Dennis Davis

Now through February 24 at the Cary 

Saurage Community Arts Center in Baton 

Rouge is “Preserving Our Place– A 

Photographic Exhibition.” This display 

offers visual art from native communities 

in coastal south Louisiana and coastal far-

west Alaska, attesting to the similarities 

in the climate crises in the artists’ native 

homes. For more, WRKF’s Adam Vos 

spoke with the artists, Chantel 

Comardelle, tribal executive secretary of 

the Jean Charles Choctaw Nation and co-

creator of the exhibit, and Dennis Davis, 

community artist of the native Inupiaq 

village of Shishmaref, Alaska.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

06/art-exhibit-displays-climate-challenge-similarities-in-

louisiana-alaska-indigenous-communities

7 Conductor, saxophonist on Valentines Day 

concert featuring American, Louisiana 

musical influences

Louisiana Considered 2023-02-08 12:07, 19:34 09:00 Adam Vos Mariusz Smolij, 

Karèn Devroop

Next week, The Acadiana Symphony 

Orchestra will present a concert of 

romantic musical masterpieces, featuring 

the sultry sounds of the saxophone for its 

Valentines Day concert. Mariusz Smolij, 

artistic director of the Acadiana 

Symphony Orchestra, and Karèn Devroop, 

saxophonist, join us for more.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-02-

08/an-aging-ymca-facility-in-baton-rouge-is-set-to-turn-into-

affordable-apartments

7 Baton Rouge composer/guitarist on opera 

composition

Louisiana Considered 2023-03-29 12:07, 19:34 07:00 Adam Vos D.J. Sparr This weekend, the story of Muhammed 

Ali is coming to the stage in Baton Rouge 

as Opera Louisiane performs the English-

language “Approaching Ali.” The opera is 

inspired by the book of the same name 

by Davis Miller, who wrote about his own 

friendship with the boxer.

https://www.wrkf.org/show/louisiana-considered/2023-03-

29/new-orleans-health-department-to-develop-public-health-

driven-approach-to-combat-gun-violence


